
ENTRY FORMALITIES
Valid passports are required for everyone 
entering the country. Visas are currently 
not required for US passport holders.

CUSTOMS
A reasonable volume of personal effects 
can be freely imported together with 
cameras and any amount of film.

CURRENCY/CURRENCY REGULATIONS
Any amount of foreign currency may be 
brought in but must be changed at banks 
or licensed exchange facilities at main 
hotels. Any surplus Botswana Pula must 
be changed for foreign currency at banks 
at the international airport which maintain 
a 24 hour service.

CREDIT CARDS
American Express, Diners Club, Visa 
and other well-known cards are widely 
accepted.

HEALTH
Certificates of inoculation against yellow 
fever and cholera are advisable though not 
mandatory.
Malaria is endemic to certain areas of 
Botswana and all visitors should begin 
taking anti-malaria prophylactics two 
weeks before leaving for Botswana, 
throughout their stay and for six weeks 
after returning.  Main towns have good 
hospital care and Gaborone has excellent 
specialist facilities. Visitors requiring 
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special and continuing medication should 
bring enough to cover the duration of 
their visit.

BOTSWANA HOTELS
Check-out time is 12 noon. Check-in times 
are after 1pm. If you require your room 
for immediate check-in, we suggest you 
make reservations for the night before to 
guarantee immediate access.

BAGGAGE
Small aircraft are used to transfer you from 
one camp to the next. Each passenger is 
therefore permitted one bag, preferably 
the soft type. Checked luggage and 
hand luggage are limited to 20 kilos or 44 
pounds combined. Excess baggage will 
result in additional charges.

LANGUAGE
English is the official language. Setswana 
is the local language.

DEPARTURE TAX
On departure from Botswana, an Airport 
Tax of US$ 20.00 per person is payable 
in foreign currency. Please carry exact 
change.

TIPPING
Most hotels and restaurants include a 
service charge and tipping is not necessary 
except where exceptional service inspires 
a desire to show appreciation.  However, it 
is customary to tip for bar service (10%) and 

to room porters (2 Botswana Pula a case).  
At a restaurant without a service charge 
5% to 10% gratuity is fair.  As a general 
rule drivers should be tipped US$ 10.00 
per passenger per day, or the equivalent 
in local currency. Your camp manager can 
assist you with this procedure.

CLIMATE
April and May feature moderate 
temperatures, with a low of 59 degrees F 
and a high of 86 degrees F.
June, July and August are the coolest 
months, with a low of 35 degrees F and a 
high of 78 degrees F.
September and October can be compared 
to springtime in the Northern Hemisphere, 
with a low of 59 degrees F and a high of 
90 degrees F. November to March are the 
“summer” months with a low of 65 degrees 
F and a high of 98 degrees F.

WARM CLOTHING IS RECOMMENDED 
FOR EARLY MORNING GAME DRIVES.

LAUNDRY
Laundry valet service is available at most 
hotels and lodges. Self-washing facilities 
are not available except for hand washing 
in your bathroom. Most hotels and lodges 
require 24 hours to process your laundry.

TIME
Botswana is two hours ahead of Greenwich 
Mean Time. One hour ahead in the summer.
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