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Letter from Dr. Barnett
Dear Friends,

Amazing Girls Science was founded nine years ago with the belief that the fields of STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, the arts, mathematics) is a critical path to security and prosperity in today’s 
job market. What began with 50 girls has reached over 40,000 girls.

Our students-our country’s future CEO’s, innovators, creators, activists, entrepreneurs are thriving. 
They are falling in love with technology. The SPARK continues to been ignited and their confidence is 
growing.

We are doing something right. We are committed to continuing to expand our program and to 
provide more opportunities for underserved girls specifically African Americans and Hispanic girls.

We thank the foundations and individual partners who believe in and kindled our dream 9 years ago 
and who make it a reality today.  We thank our network of supporters who know that providing 
opportunities for exposure to STEAM activities is a critical issue and are committed to strengthening 
our solution.  We thank our awesome students and their families for inspiring us every day with their 
passion, curiosity, and confidence.

To everyone who had supported us in turning this dream into reality we thank you.  Together we are 
changing the world. We believe the gender gap in  the STEAM  fields is an issue we must all come 
together to solve. With your support, we will continue to build a future where our next generation of 
girls will prosper through creativity, through innovation, through self-confidence, and through 
teamwork and are ready to take on 21st century jobs.

Thank you for your continued belief in our mission.

Cynthia Barnett

CEO & Founder



Our Mission

Our mission to ignite the SPARK in girls for 
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, the 
arts, and mathematics) and to deepen their 
self-confidence.
Our programs educate, equip, and inspire girls 
with computing confidence - building skills 
they’ll need to pursue 21st century 
opportunities.



EDUCATE
We provide girls with project based activities to help them become 
collaborative, critical and creative thinkers.



EQUIP
We equip girls with the necessary skills to thrive in the 21st 
century.



INSPIRE
We help them build the confidence they need to succeed in a 
traditionally male dominated industry. 



Background
Since 2009, Saturday Academy Inc., d.b.a as 
Amazing Girls Science, has served girls and 
their families in lower Fairfield County.  Our 
strength is in attracting and meeting the 
needs of girls across the county, particularly 
Stamford, Norwalk and Bridgeport.

We seek to expand the opportunities to 
ignite girls’ interest in fields related to 
science, technology, engineering, the arts, 
and mathematics (STEAM). At the same time, 
the program activities help deepen their self-
confidence.

Girls engaged in our STEAM studies build 
self-confidence to become the innovative 
and creative thinkers needed to meet 21st

century challenges.



Why Girls and Why it Matters?   
Why Girls?
Starting in middle school, girls are less likely to choose elective courses in math and science. This is 
especially true for low-income or disadvantaged girls and girls who are learning English as a new language. 
Engaging these young girls in STEM activities will increase awareness and help make a difference at this 
critical time.

We inspire girls to be the next generation of inventors and innovators with fun, engaging and exciting 
activities.

Why it matters
Did you know that:

The number of tech jobs is increasing while the amount of tech talent is decreasing.

Half the U.S population is female. Yet only 14% of computer science undergrads are female. The math 
doesn’t add up.

Women today represent 12% of all computer science graduates. In 1984, they represented 37%.

Women make up half of the U.S. workforce, but hold just 25% of the jobs in technical or computing fields.

By 2020, the US Department of Labor predicts that 1.4 million jobs will be created in the computing 
related fields, but U.S. graduates are only on pace to filling 29% of them.

At current rates, women educated in the US will fill just 3% of computing jobs. To reach gender parity by 
2020, women must fill half of these positions, or 700,000 computing jobs.

•



Who we serve
The needs of youth, and girls of color in particular have 
been well documented in the Fairfield County Community 
Wellbeing Index 2016, sponsored by Data Haven and 
Fairfield County’s Community Foundation.  In chapter 4, A 
Region of Opportunity, section 4.12, Opportunities for 
Young People in Fairfield County, the report states that: 
Depending on where they live, young people in Fairfield 
County have drastically different degrees of opportunity. 

To help address these gaps and inequities, we have 
designed and offer enrichment STEAM programs to 
Fairfield county girls focusing on Bridgeport, Norwalk, and 
Stamford which have the highest poverty rates. 

Engaging the girls in STEAM activities in a stimulating 
setting, outside the regular school day will help to increase 
interest in current academics and future careers.



Demographics	
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OUR PROGRAMS
WE BELIEVE
All girls are creators and inventors and able to make a 
positive impact on the world through the study of STEAM 
activities.

Graduates of our programs will become change agents and 
be ready to take their place in society.

STEAM skills are a critical path to security and prosperity in 
today’s job market and that some of our graduates will be 
able to access these opportunities.

Girls learn better by collaborating and creating fun projects 
together.

Amazing Girls Science environments encourage creativity 
and curiosity. Our teachers radiate enthusiasm while they 
create learning experiences that inspire girls to think like 
scientists.



OUR PROGRAMS

• Amazing Girls Science Electricity Conference

Energizing the slime with phosphorescence Building electrical circuits



OUR PROGRAMS 
Invent & Innovate Conference

• Creating cardboard games with littleBits an award-winning platform of easy-to-use electronic building blocks.



Technovation Entrepreneurship
Technovation is a global program just for girls 
that teaches app development and 
entrepreneurship. High School girls work in 
teams of up to five girls, with a coach and a 
mentor, to build mobile apps that solve 
problems in their local community.

OUR PROGRAMS



OUR PROGRAMS
Hack-a-ton
Girls coding for a cause
Solving a community problem with 
technology.



Camp Invention
Camp Invention is one week in the summer 
where girls’ creativity, innovation, and 
problem-solving skills are challenged and 
developed in fun and exciting ways. The top 
priority is to inspire future innovators and 
build their confidence in the natural ability to 
dream and create.

OUR PROGRAMS



• The Mother-Daughter  
Engineering Event is an 
awesome one-day hands-on 
event where 4th - 8th grade girls 
work with their mothers, or 
mentors, to solve engineering 
challenges, get mothers 
engaged, and equip them both 
with the tools to keep the 
interest and conversation going 
at home.

OUR PROGRAMS



OUR PROGRAMS



IMPACT
We EFFECT the lives of over 500 girls annually - Over 50% are considered economically 
disadvantaged.

• 65% of girls participants say they are considering a major or minor in 
the sciences

• 78% of students were more interested in Computer Science



IMPACT



IMPACT



250

100

50

80

30

40

Science conferences

Computer Science Programs

Robotics

Hackaton

Girls who Code

Camp Invention

Total:  560 Impacted Annually

IMPACT  - 560 Impacted annually



COMMENTS - PARENTS
• As a young girl, my daughter played with Legos for hours. When I came to know about Dr. Barnett’s all girls’ First Lego League (FLL) program, the only one 

in the area, I knew instantly that my daughter would love to join the team. Joining the FLL team inspired my daughter to learn programming and write 
code to make the Lego pieces move and accomplish the assigned mission. As a FLL team member, my daughter learned how to solve real world problems 
by designing and building robots creatively. After working with FLL team for two years, my daughter graduated to the more challenging First Tech 
Challenge (FTC) team, also started by Dr. Barnett. My daughter’s passion for robotics grew and eventually led her to design and build a functioning 
lawnmower robot that she presented during her middle school Science Fair Project. As she participated in robotics events, my daughter became aware of 
the gender inequality in STEM fields that prompted her to write a paper outlining this issue for her Language Arts class.

• My daughter, Madeleine has participated in your program since fourth grade. She just graduated Rogers International middle school last week and earned 
the Presidential Science Award for her grade.” 

• “The Mother and Daughter Engineering Fest was wonderful. My girls and I learned allot and enjoyed the time together at the Maritime Aquarium. 

• The behind the scenes tour was a big hit and the girls really enjoyed meeting the scuba divers at the shark tank and were talking about it all evening on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

• The three activities/engineering challenges were diverse and fun. I liked how they tied in the second challenge to aquatic plankton species and made it a 
bio engineering challenge. The last short sand one was really enlightening.

• Both the girls loved talking about the fish with buoyancy issues. The little clown fish that couldn't swim high in its tank for long. They both now know all 
about buoyancy”

• “My daughter has become really interest in STEM since attending your various programs. Thank you so much for all the work you put into organizing the 
events”

• “The interaction with other moms and girls was very special”



COMMENTS - STUDENTS
• Dr. Barnett and her role in the Amazing Girls Science program have played an integral role in shaping my 

passion for STEM fields. As a young child, there was never much female representation in science camps or 
classes I attended. Even then, I could feel the gender bias against me, and that alienated me from my male 
counterparts. With Dr. Barnett's help, my confidence in my ability to be just as good as any boy grew 
exponentially, and was a great foundation in exploring other areas of engineering. I plan to pursue an 
engineering major in college, and aspire to be the beacon of encouragement and hope for young girls that 
Dr. Barnett was for me. 

• “I can say with certainty that Dr. Barnett was a wonderful mentor in many girls' lives, just as she was with 
me. I will continue to support and encourage her next projects, just as she has with me.”  - Sahiba

• "I enjoyed working learning about science and spending time with friends.” -Yolanda

• “I enjoyed being around other girls that share my interest and love of science“ - Nula
• "This was definitely worth coming to, I would like to do this again. I enjoyed that we got to mix science with 

art“ - Dalia

• "Every girls should know about this program it is different but fun and very educational” - Serenity
• "It was really fun that we got to make things that do stuff electronically“ - Ebony
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DONORS



VISION for 2020
• Focus on creating more 

opportunities for underserved girls 
specifically African American and 
Hispanic girls.  Increasing diversity 
in STEAM is foundational to our 
work.
• Work closely with middle schools 

and after school programs such as 
Carver Community Center, Norwalk 
Housing, & Norwalk Grassroots 
Tennis.


