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letter from the Director 

When I was 12 I joined choir by mistake. In fact, 

at the time I didn’t even like to sing. Entering 

middle school I had the opportunity for the first 

time to sign up for elective classes, like choir, 

band, and shop class. There was a particular girl 

that I thought was cute at the time and noticed 

she signed up for choir . . . and so I had to as 

well! Funny enough, she didn’t end up being in 

that class and I, completely by accident, fell in 

love with singing and choral music.  

I quickly progressed as a singer and musician. 

Through middle and high school I was fortunate 

enough to participate in 5 State Honors Choirs 

(with solos in 2 of them), attend the Interlochen 

Arts Camp for 3 summers, and spent 3 years 

singing in the University of Michigan Youth 

Chamber singers. I attended the Interlochen Arts 

Academy and ended up studying Opera at the 

Cincinnati Conservatory of Music. All because of 

this “mistake” I made in middle school.  

Some of my favorite memories and profound 

moments have come through making music with 

others. It has provided me with insight and 

perspective that I could have never had 

otherwise. My time singing with Jerry 

Blackstone was incredibly formative in ways I 

couldn’t possibly understand at the time. My 

goal in this film is to share all the kindness and 

musical brilliance of this man with the world. It is 

my hope that in the next decade there will be 

more people singing in choirs than ever before.  

Please make the decision to become a life-long 

musician.  The world needs its music makers! 

    - Brian Gaukel 



questions
1. Describe how singing in a choir can help break down social barriers and develop a "community 

of empathy".  

2. What does it mean to be vulnerable? Define it in your own words.  Do you agree that being a 

singer in a choir is a "vulnerable" thing to do?  Is allowing yourself to be vulnerable a good 

thing or not?  

3. Pick a song that you  have sung in choir. Why do you think this song was chosen? What are 

some characteristics found in the music or lyrics that might make it worthwhile to learn and 

sing together.   

4. The conducting students in the film have to deal with their teachers comments and feedback.  

Describe an experience you have had when you have been given critical feedback from 

someone and had to learn from it.  How do you respond to constructive criticism? 

5. In the film, Dr. Eugene Rogers talks about a concert that attracted an audience that would not 

have normally come to a choir concert. What do you think about what his friend said about 

choir music and its’ power to effect change?  Why is it important to sing songs about and 

from other cultures? 

6. Dr. Dan Bara says in the video that when we sing words written by someone else, we inhabit 

the character of that text. When has choral music provided a role for you to inhabit? 

7. Dr. Jerry Blackstone suggests that choral rehearsals improve mindfulness and lift the spirit. 

How do you feel upon leaving a choir rehearsal compared to arriving to it? 

8. Have you ever used choral music to help deal with a tragic experience? How did the music help 

to lift you out of that time of difficulty? 

9. How have you learned and grown through the mentorship of a teacher, coach, or family 

member? 

10. Do you believe choral music has the power to change a fragmented world? How?



Keep Learning
We hope that you have the desire to not only make music through High School but to be a life-long singer. Here 
is a small list of resources you can refer to help you learn more about the choral field and music profession 

Ensembles to check out! 

www.kaleidoscopevocalensemble.com - The Kaleidoscope Vocal Ensemble and their Artistic Director are 
professional classical musicians at the top of their fields, hailing from a vast array of ethnic and racial 
backgrounds, having African American, Lebanese, Filipino, and biracial roots, as well having been born and 
raised in India, Mexico, and the Philippines. 

www.chanticleer.org - Praised by the San Francisco Chronicle for its “tonal luxuriance and crisply etched clarity,” 
Chanticleer is known around the world as “an orchestra of voices” for its seamless blend of twelve male voices 
ranging from soprano to bass and its original interpretations of vocal literature, from Renaissance to jazz and 
popular genres, as well as contemporary composition.   

Singing for a Change 

www.justicechoir.com -Justice Choir is a template to encourage more community singing for social and 
environmental justice. Designed around our Justice Choir Songbook, our goal is a grassroots movement to 
engage in the empathetic, collaborative, and collective power of singing together to create change. 

Youtube Playlist 

Check out these great choral pieces and ensembles!  

Articles: 

Singing is good for you - Oxford 
Choral singing and well-being - Frontiers in Behavioral Neuroscience 

Follow on Facebook/Instagram: 

Choir Baton 
Choral Stream 
ACDA 
Chorus America 
Vocal Essence 
Choir Buzz 
Erice Whitacre 
King Singers 
Cantus 
Room Full of Teeth 
Kaleidoscope Vocal Ensemble 

Students and directors, 
please keep in touch! 
Follow up on social media 
and please subscribe to 
our website for more 
information about the 
film’s release.  

PLEASE SUBSCRIBE

Instagram/blackstonedocumentary

facebook/blackstonedoc

YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8VUWdYhWjTsnuomPyduP4w?view_as=subscriber
http://www.facebook.com/blackstonedoc
http://www.facebook.com/blackstonedoc
http://www.kaleidoscopevocalensemble.com
http://www.chanticleer.org
http://www.justicechoir.com
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLnzjiZoot2NDXRJVLJ9e0TxIiZ7sQ-AW3
http://www.ox.ac.uk/research/choir-singing-improves-health-happiness-%E2%80%93-and-perfect-icebreaker
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fnbeh.2018.00223/full
http://www.instagram.com/blackstonedocumentary
http://www.instagram.com/blackstonedocumentary
http://www.kaleidoscopevocalensemble.com
http://www.chanticleer.org
http://www.justicechoir.com
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLnzjiZoot2NDXRJVLJ9e0TxIiZ7sQ-AW3
http://www.ox.ac.uk/research/choir-singing-improves-health-happiness-%E2%80%93-and-perfect-icebreaker
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fnbeh.2018.00223/full
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8VUWdYhWjTsnuomPyduP4w?view_as=subscriber
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