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The Paradise Stain 
The Paradise Stain is a novel by Tasmanian author Nick Glade-Wright. (Dip. Fine 

Art, B.Ed, TCE) which is suitable for English Literature classes based on the 

National Curriculum. This teaching resource is for teachers of Year 10, 11 and 12 

students. 

 

Nick Glade-Wright has been an educator in Tasmanian schools and colleges for 26 

years. In particular painting, photography, art history and ceramics with ‘special 

needs’ students. Glade-Wright has also been a nationally exhibiting artist/painter 

since 1974, and has also played/recorded a number of instruments in various world 

music ensembles for 30 years. 

 

Since he retired from teaching in 2005 he has had two novels published, Growing 

Sideways (2010), which is a coming of age story that traces the lives of young 

artists in Hobart in the seventies, and his latest, The Paradise Stain, released  

Nationally in 2015, and in the USA and UK, centered on a provocative Tasmanian 

reality show. 

 



The Paradise Stain       by Nick Glade-Wright 
 

Overview for teacher reference 

 
 

 

 

 

The Paradise Stain set in Hobart, Tasmania, and Crete, tells the story of Barry Kant, an aging 

journalist who is bemused by the wild success of the reality show he was persuaded to host, 

BKS, and the wealth and notoriety that have come with it. 

 

The contestants who appear on the show, who are often an unfortunate, downtrodden underclass, 

compete for a cash award of $100,000, which goes to the one who is voted by a gloating and 

voyeuristic public to have suffered the worst life experiences. 

 

The Paradise Stain charts Kant’s gradual disillusionment with the show. Among the factors 

contributing to his surprise resignation is a threat from a rogue viewer to his granddaughter’s 

safety. And Kant is increasingly uncomfortable with the way the show exploits the unfortunate 

for the viewing pleasure of the masses. 

 

While BKS is a ratings triumph, Kant’s personal life begins to unravel. Interactions with his 

daughter, son-in-law and father are tense, and his grief for his wife pushes into his relationships 

and alters his perception of the world. However, he finds some buoyancy and joy in his 

relationship with his old mates and his three year old granddaughter, who Kant feels is a 

counterbalance to a world hell bent on destroying itself. 

 

Then a new woman, Gillian Papadakis, appears in his life who brings with her the prospect of 

new love, but soon reveals an astounding secret that was kept from Kant by his wife Sarah the 

entire time they were married. She, Gillian, is the adoptive mother of the child born to him and 

his wife amid disturbing circumstances (a rape) in their pre-marital youth in the idyllic island of 

Crete three decades ago. 

 

Kant is torn between feeling betrayed and overjoyed at being a father to another daughter, and 

Melinda having another sister. The consequences for the entire family are enormous.  

 

Although the novel deals with some darkly horrendous issues it is never melodramatic, and 

humour and satire weave in and out of anguish and misfortunate plucking at the reader’s 

emotions. Eventually several disparate stories, engaging and stimulating, converge creating a 

tumultuous finale to the novel. 

 

 



 

The Paradise Stain.             The Big Issues 

 
 

Explores ethical dilemmas. 
 

What makes us value one life over another? 

Why do we empathize with one tragedy and not another? 

Is it ethical to put a value on human suffering? 

How is tragedy played out in different outlets of the media today?  

 

 

 

Challenges attitudes. 
 

Racial and class prejudice are human shortcomings. 

 
 

 

Explores foibles of human behaviour. 
 

The processes of grief and trauma 

What helps ‘letting go’. 

The search for love and new beginnings. 

 
 

 

Reveals insights into human complexities. 
 

People with Asperger’s and autism spectrum disorders. 

The hidden problems of refugees after resettlement. 

Denial or total acceptance of God. 
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Characters in                                   ‘The Paradise Stain’              
 

                                                                           Teacher Notes            

Barry Kant   60. Country journalist, still grieving death of wife after two years. Persuaded to 

host reality show. The Barry Kant Show. (The contestant voted to have had the worst life 

experience wins $100,000) A reluctant celebrity. Adores his granddaughter Rosie.  

Sarah Kant  58. Barry Kant’s dead wife. Was loving, loyal, self-sufficient life-styler in 30 year 

marriage. They met romantically in Crete in the early 70s.  

Melinda   30.  Barry and Sarah’s daughter. Ceramics teacher of mainstream and special needs 

(Autistic, Downs Syndrome, MS) students at Polytechnic in Northern, working class suburb of 

Hobart. Homely, good cook, devoted wife and mother. 

Mungo  30.  Avant-garde musician. Quirky, generous, fatherly. 

Rosie  3.  Melinda and Mungo’s daughter. Angelic, adorable, innocent. Apple of the family’s eye. 

Counterbalance to everything that is bleak. 

Desmond Kant. 80. Barry’s father. Retired factory worker set in his ways. Life has become 

smaller since his wife (Pat) died 17 years ago. Difficult, detached relationship with his son.  

James Mackelroy  40. Director of Barry Kant Show. Ex-Sydney. Suave, hardnosed, hardworking. 

Single, with many female affairs. 

Vince Maclean 40. Burnt out Scottish foreign correspondent. In Hobart escaping from the 

traumas of genocides he’s reported on. Persuaded to be the ‘finder’ of contestants for the show. 

(Uniquely Tasmanian) 

Vashna  60. Barry’s old hippy mate of 40 years. Full of wise aphorisms.  

Max   60. Barry’s other long term friend. Capitalist, lives off investments inherited from his 

father. Full of pragmatic and insensitive advice for Kant. Art buyer. 

Gillian Papadakis  58. Widow. From Athens. Attractive, dark hair. Potential new partner for 

Barry Kant. 



Agalia Papadakis 33. Gillian’s adopted daughter. In Hobart with her mother in search of her 

birth mother. (Who happens to be Sarah Kant, but unknown to Barry) 

Liri Mogamba  28. Sudanese refugee seeking safe asylum in Hobart. Contestant. Racially vilified 

by local rednecks in Hobart.  

John Sturges   68. Contestant with horrendous abusive past, from his father at 2, whilst in 

Tasmanian State care from 8-11 years old and habitual rape by Catholic priests at Dominic 

Catholic School when 12. Haunted by his past, unable to find peace in his life.  

Sampaguita   55. John’s Philippino wife. Petite, loyal, loving and supportive to John. Has 

children who are still in the Philippines. Can’t afford to bring her other children to Hobart.   

Kevin  22. Autistic student of Melinda’s. Compulsive tap and light-switch cleaner, and spouts 

statistics of deaths from world calamities.  

Vernon  14. Bogan troublemaker, ringleader of group of ‘rabbits’ at Melinda’s school, 

impoverished background. 

Edith Cartwright. 80 Wise neighbour of Kant’s father. Retired English lecturer at Tasmanian 

University. Fosters kids in her retirement and has wise words with Barry Kant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Questions - The Paradise Stain 

1. How did the questions asked by audience members to Liri Mogamba and John 

Sturges make you feel? Do you think these attitudes are reflective of today’s 

society?  

2. Do you think that a reality show of this sort can do any good for the victims of 

violent or sexual abuse?  

3. What do you think Barry Kant, as the host of BKS, learns about himself? 

4. What significance do the characters Desmond Kant, Edith Cartwright, Rosie, 

Vashna and Max have for the unfolding of the narrative? Write half a page on 

how each influence Barry Kant’s thoughts. 

5. What do you feel about Vernon’s behaviour towards Barry Kant? By the end of 

the novel did you feel any differently towards him? Why?  

6. Barry Kant was pushed and pulled between James Mackelroy and Vince Maclean. 

What do you think this means? 

7. What do Gillian Papadakis and Agalia bring to the mix?  

8. Do you like James Mackelroy’s personality? Do you know anyone like him? What 

would you change about his character if you could? 

9. In your opinion does Barry Kant have a strong character? Do you think he just 

reacts to the actions of other people? 

10. Liri’s story is based on a real person’s journey in Hobart. What are your opinions 

about refugees settling in your neighbourhood? Does it make a difference where 

they come from? E.g. Africa, Afghanistan, China, Bosnia. 

11. Is Barry Kant ashamed of his background? Why is his relationship with his father 

so difficult? 

12. John Sturges’ story is based on a real person in Hobart. Child abuse is so prevalent 

in the world. Write about why you think this is the case. And describe how you 

would put an end to it if you had the capability. 

13. Do you think that human beings are naturally cruel? Do you think that there is a 

potentially cruel streak in all of us? Is it ever OK to hurt or humiliate another 

human being? 

14. What made you laugh, snigger, chuckle or simply smile in the novel? 



15. The story has several separate threads running through it until they collide at 

some point and find some sort of resolution. What was the most significant 

‘resolution’ for you? 

16. Do you think Sarah Kant was justified in not telling her husband about her rape 

when they had just met in Crete? 

17. Barry Kant’s emotions were tested when he found out the truth about his 

beloved wife. Do you see what Sarah did as a betrayal? Or do you feel 

sympathetic towards her? 

18. Describe the sort of person Desmond Kant is.  

19. In which ways does prejudice rear its head in this story. 

20. What does the word ‘stain’ in the book’s title refer to? Give examples? 

21. Which characters do you find most appealing? Why? 

22. Describe some of the themes that are explored in this novel. Discuss which you 

think are the most significant. 

23. What is your opinion of the section in the novel where Barry Kant meets Edith 

Cartwright? What do you think was its purpose in the plot? 

24. Water is used as a recurring metaphor in the novel. Gives some examples and 

explain what they mean. What metaphors would you use instead? 

25. What message, if any, do you think the author is conveying in the novel? 

26. Write down what you think peoples’ attitudes towards refugees are today.  

27. What sort of person is Melinda? What are her strengths and weaknesses? 

28. In your opinion who were the strongest characters in the novel? Why? 

29. Identify places where class and racial prejudice surface in the novel. 

30. Explain how location influences the tone of the novel. 

31. Grief and new beginnings are themes that run through the novel. Give examples. 

32. Describe scenes in the novel that you thought were satirical of today’s society. 

33. Did your opinion about Lippy change as the story unfolded? Why? 

34. What attitude did you have towards Vernon? Did you sympathize with him or 

were you appalled by him? 

35. Did the novel leave you feeling disappointed or optimistic about the state of the 

world? 

36. On page 149 there is a whole paragraph describing a chair. Describe your 

favourite piece of furniture at your home. 

37. What do the following quotes mean to you? ‘…conduit to happiness’, ‘…the inside 

of his head was an aviary filled with querulous, flapping wings’.  

38. On page 65 John Sturges is at an art exhibition. He is ‘…oblivious to the cerebral 

and artsy persiflage and sequin-crackle of wealth around him…’ What does this 

say about him and the company around him? 



 

 

 


