
The Book of Acts
Chapter 10

The Powerful Church
 

What is the theme of the book of Acts?
 

• Given by Jesus in Acts 1:8

Acts 1:8(KJV) 8But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
Acts 1:8(NLT) 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”
 

• Chapter 9 ended recording the beginning of Peter’s mission to the gentiles and the miraculous
raising from the dead of a woman named Tabitha.  Chapter 10 records peter’s continued mission
to the gentiles

 
Acts 10:1-48(KJV) 1There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called
the Italian bandband, 2AA devout manman, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to
the people, and prayed to God alway.

• Cornelius was a captain of 100, a Centurion, from Rome or elsewhere in the Italian peninsula. He
was of course a gentile, but a friend to the Jews in Caesarea, supporting the poor financially and
praying without ceasing. He believed in the God of the Jews and was respected by them, and by
God as well, as evidenced in the next verse.

3He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and
saying unto him, Cornelius. 4And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And
he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.
 

• At 3 pm in the afternoon an angel came to Cornelius. It is clear God acceptedthe prayer of Gentiles
before the Jews ever acknowledged it God heard the prayer of a gentile

• Prophesied directly over Jesus as an infant
• Luke 2:25-32(NIV) 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and

devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s
Christ. 27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the
child Jesus to do for him what the ustom of the Law required, 28Simeon took him in his arms and
praised God, saying: 29“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss£ your servant in
peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the sight of all people,
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”

 
5And now send men to Joppa, and call for oneone Simon, whose surname is Peter: 6He lodgeth with one
Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do. 7And when the
angel which spake unto Cornelius was departed, he called two of his household servants, and a devout
soldier of them that waited on him continually;

• Cornelius faith influenced those who served under him. He revealed the vision he had to trusted
 servants and associates

8And when he had declared all thesethese things unto them, he sent them to Joppa.
9On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the
housetop to pray about the sixth hour:

• Peter went to pray at noon, 12:00 pm



• Peter went to pray at noon, 12:00 pm
10And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance,
11And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at
the four corners, and let down to the earth:12Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth,
and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 13And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter;
kill, and eat.

• Peter was asked by God in the vision to kill and eat things that were forbidden by the law. This was
a direct contradiction to the dietary law

14But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean. 15And the
voice spakespake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, thatthat call not thou common. 16This
was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven.

• Acts 10:15(NCV) 15But the voice said to him again, “God has made these things clean so don’t call
them ‘unholy’!”

17Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold, the men
which were sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon’s house, and stood before the gate, 18And
called, and asked whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter, were lodged there.
19While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. 20Arise
therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them.

• While Peter was still trying to figure out the vision, the Holy Spirit interrupted him and told him to
go with the three men that were at the gate of Simon the tanner’s house. These men came to Joppa
at cornelius’ instruction and in response to the angel that appeared to him.

21Then Peter went down to the men which were sent unto him from Cornelius; and said, Behold, I am he
whom ye seek: what isis the cause wherefore ye are come?

• Peter was wary of all Gentiles, as were all Jews
22And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and of good report among
all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by an holy angel to send for thee into his house, and to
hear words of thee.

• Cornelius’ two servants and the soldier under his command made it a point to declare to Peter
Cornelius reputation among the Jews.

23Then called he them in, and lodged themthem. And on the morrow Peter went away with them, and certain
brethren from Joppa accompanied him.

• Jews did not eat with gentiles, let alone asking them to spend the night
24And the morrow after they entered into Caesarea. And Cornelius waited for them, and had called
together his kinsmen and near friends.

• Cornelius was expecting a major message from God-to the extent that he called all his family and
friends.

25And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and worshipped himhim.
• Amongst gentiles, this demonstration was reserved solely for gods. Cornelius believed Peter to be a

special representative of God
26But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself also am a man.

• Peter would not allow anyone to worship him
27And as he talked with him, he went in, and found many that were come together. 28And he said unto
them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto
one of another nation; but God hath showed me that I should not call any man common or unclean.

• Peter believed the meaning of the vision he saw was solely about accepting gentiles into the family of
God. It was not about the dietary law. Later the church declared that gentiles did not have to
observe the law, including dietary regulations

29Therefore came I unto youunto you without gainsaying, as soon as I was sent for: I ask therefore for what intent
ye have sent for me?
30And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my
house, and, behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 31And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard,
and thine alms are had in remembrance in the sight of God.

• God’s ears are upon even to Gentiles who are seeking him
Matthew 7:7-8(KJV) 7Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you: 8For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it
shall be opened.



shall be opened.
• Cornelius expands on the instructions he received from the angel

32Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, whose surname is Peter; he is lodged in the house of oneone
Simon a tanner by the sea side: who, when he cometh, shall speak unto thee. 33Immediately therefore I
sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore are we all here present before
God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God.

• Peter is commended for obeying God. Cornelius understood that Peter had to discard his prejudice
to come.

34Then Peter opened hishis mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 35But
in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.

• Anyone who reverences God and does what is right is acceptable for a relationship with God – even
if they are not Jews!

• Prophesied by David
• Psalms 86:9-10(NIV) 9All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, O Lord;

they will bring glory to your name. 10For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are
God.

36The word which GodGod sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of
all:) 37That word, I sayI say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee,
after the baptism which John preached;

• You have heard about the ministry of Jesus in Galilee and Judea
38How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good,
and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.

• Peter identified the core elements of Jesus’ ministry
• He was anointed (gk – smeared or rubbed with oil-covered) with and empowered by the Holy Spirit
• He went around doing good – the good works of God
• He healed all that were ill because of the devil
• Why did He do theses things/ - God was with Him!

39And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom
they slew and hanged on a tree: 40Him God raised up the third day, and showed him openly;

• Peter’s gospel is not only about Jesus death: it is about His resurrection and proof to eyewitnesses
41Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, eveneven to us, who did eat and drink with
him after he rose from the dead.

• Jesus revealed Himself in His resurrected body to his disciples and a few others
Mark 16:9-14(NLT) 9After Jesus rose from the dead early on Sunday morning, the first person who
saw him was Mary Magdalene, the woman from whom he had cast out seven demons. 10She went to
the disciples, who were grieving and weeping, and told them what had happened. 11But when she told
them that Jesus was alive and she had seen him, they didn’t believe her. 12Afterward he appeared in a
different form to two of his followers who were walking from Jerusalem into the country. 13They
rushed back to tell the others, but no one believed them. 14Still later he appeared to the eleven
disciples as they were eating together. He rebuked them for their stubborn unbelief because they
refused to believe those who had seen him after he had been raised from the dead.£

 
1 Corinthians 15:5-6(NLT) 5He was seen by Peter£ and then by the Twelve. 6After that, he was seen by
more than 500 of his followers£ at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died.

42And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God
to beto be the Judge of quick and dead. 43To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name
whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.

• Following Jesus’ instructions in Acts 1:8
44While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 45And they of
the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the
Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.46For they heard them speak with tongues, and
magnify God. Then answered Peter,

• The Jewish believers with Peter knew that the gentiles received Jesus and the Holy Spirit because
they spoke with tongues

47Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as
well as we? 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to



well as we? 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to
tarry certain days.

• The Gentile believers were baptized. First they believed, then they were baptized.
 


