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ANNOUNCEMENT OF FEDERAL FUNDING OPPORTUNITY  
 
Commission Name:    OneStar National Service Commission, OneStar Foundation 
Federal Agency:    Corporation for National and Community Service 
CFDA Number:     94.006 
Funding Opportunity Types:   AmeriCorps State Formula Planning Grants: New FY 2016    

Application Deadline: All applications are due in eGrants by 10:59:59 PM CST on Wednesday, May 4, 2016  

This notice is for AmeriCorps Texas Planning Grant programs, which are AmeriCorps State grants. These grants are 
awarded to organizations to prepare for operating an AmeriCorps program that will place AmeriCorps members in service 
solely within Texas.  

OVERVIEW 

The mission of the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) is to improve lives, strengthen communities, 
and foster civic participation through service and volunteering. CNCS – through AmeriCorps, Senior Corps, the Social 
Innovation Fund, and the Volunteer Generation Fund – has helped to engage millions of citizens in meeting community 
and national challenges through service and volunteer action. 

Through all its programs, CNCS seeks to expand economic opportunity – helping Americans acquire the skills, education, 
and training they need for productive employment. By helping more Americans graduate, pursue higher education, and 
find work, national service can provide immediate and long term benefits by expanding individual opportunity, building 
family stability, and creating more sustainable, resilient communities.  

OneStar National Service Commission (OneStar) is the Governor-designated National Service Commission in Texas and 
administers the AmeriCorps State grant program. The Governor-appointed Board members oversee the legal and policy 
governance of the AmeriCorps Texas program portfolio. OneStar Foundation connects partners and resources to build a 
stronger nonprofit sector in Texas. 

Publication of this Announcement of Federal Funding Opportunity (Notice) does not obligate OneStar to award any 
specific number of grants or to obligate the entire amount of funding available.  

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION  

Purpose of AmeriCorps Planning Grant Funding 
The purpose of planning grants is to support the development of AmeriCorps programs that will engage AmeriCorps 
members in evidence-based interventions to solve community problems. Planning grant recipients are expected to be 
better prepared to compete for an AmeriCorps program grant in the following grant cycle. Planning grants may not be 
used to support AmeriCorps members. 

OneStar’s review and selection process will be used to determine applications that will be considered for planning grant 
funding.  

This Notice should be read together with the AmeriCorps Regulations, 45 CFR §§ 2520-2550, and Application Instructions 
which are incorporated by reference. The documents can be found at 
http://onestarfoundation.org/americorpstexas/available-funding/ . The full regulations are available online at www.ecfr.gov.  

AWARD INFORMATION  

OneStar expects to select up to four applications for 2016-2017 planning grants. OneStar anticipates a highly competitive 
AmeriCorps FY2016 grant competition. Applicants may apply for up to a maximum of $75,000.  

Project Period 
The project period for these grants is up to one year (12 months). The project start date is proposed by the applicant and 
may not occur prior to the date OneStar awards the grant.  

OneStar will only allow applicants to request a start date of September 1, 2016. Requests for alternate start dates may be 
submitted to OneStar and will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  

http://onestarfoundation.org/americorpstexas/available-funding/
http://www.ecfr.gov/
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ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION 

The following entities are eligible to apply: public or private nonprofit organizations, including faith-based and other 
community organizations; institutions of higher education; government entities within states or territories (e.g. cities, 
counties); labor organizations; partnerships and consortia; and Indian Tribes. Receiving funding previously from CNCS or 
another Federal agency is not a prerequisite to applying under this Notice.  

Planning grant applicants must not have previously operated an AmeriCorps State or National Program in Texas, or must 
otherwise demonstrate a compelling reason why a Planning Grant is necessary to replicate a previously operating 
program to a new geographic region of Texas. 

Organizations that have been convicted of a federal crime are disqualified from receiving the assistance described in this 
Notice. Pursuant to the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995, an organization described in Section 501(c)(4) of the Internal 
Revenue code of 1986, 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(4), that engages in lobbying activities is not eligible to apply.  

Additionally, an eligible application is required to meet all items under sections A-B in these sections. Applications that do 
not meet all items in these sections will be considered ineligible and will not be reviewed for this funding opportunity. 

OneStar Additional Eligibility Requirements 
Applicants to OneStar must meet all the stated requirements in each of the following categories in order to be eligible and 
evaluated for funding. Any application that fails to meet one or more of these requirements will not be eligible for funding: 

A. Designated Focus Area 
Eligible programs will be those that propose activities with the primary goal of addressing one of the following high 
priority areas in the State of Texas: 55+ Corps Programs, Disaster Services, and/or Veterans and Military Families. 
For any of the focus areas described OneStar will not mandate any set activities; however, all applicants will 
demonstrate how their proposed activities significantly align with one or more of the designated focus areas.  

• 55+ Corps Programs – Grant activities should engage a significant number of participants age 55 or older. 
OneStar seeks to identify and encourage such programs to operate in Texas and expand their 55+ 
volunteer programs through AmeriCorps funding. 

• Disaster Services – Grant activities will provide support to increase the preparedness of individuals for 
disasters, improve individuals’ readiness to respond, help individuals recover from disasters, and/or help 
individuals mitigate disasters.  

• Veterans and Military Families – Grants will positively impact the quality of life of veterans and improve 
military family strength; increase the number of veterans, military service members, and their families 
served by CNCS-supported programs; and/or increase the number of veterans and military family members 
engaged in service through CNCS-supported programs. 

B.  Minimum Organizational Capacity  
The applicant organization will have a Single Audit or an Independent Financial Audit. The applicant organization 
will also certify that they have experience in managing state and/or federal grant funds.  

APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION 

Application Instructions are available at: http://onestarfoundation.org/americorpstexas/available-funding/ 

A. Content and Form of Application Submission 

What are the steps that organizations need to take to apply? 
• Ensure that the legal application organization has a DUNS number and confirm registration in SAM. 
• Establish an eGrants account. 
• Write a high quality application responsive to the Notice. 
• Provide required supplemental materials via email by the deadline, 10:59:59 PM CST on May 4, 2016. 
• Submit the application via eGrants by the deadline, 10:59:59 PM CST on May 4, 2016.  
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Dun and Bradstreet Universal Numbering System (DUNS) Number and System for Award Management 
Applications must include a DUNS number and an Employer Identification Number. The DUNS number does not 
replace an Employer Identification Number. DUNS numbers may be obtained at no cost by calling the DUNS 
number request line at (866) 705-5711 or by applying online: http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform. The website indicates 
a 48-hour e-mail turnaround time on requests for DUNS numbers; however, CNCS suggests registering at least 30 
days in advance of the application due date. After obtaining a DUNS number, all applicants must be registered with 
the System for Award Management (SAM) at https://www.sam.gov/portal/public/SAM/.  

SAM collects, validates, stores, and disseminates data in support of Federal agency contracts, grant awards, 
cooperative agreements, and other forms of federal assistance. All grant recipients are required to maintain a valid 
SAM registration, which must be renewed annually. Applicants that are not already registered with SAM are urged 
to begin the registration process immediately in order to avoid any delays in submitting applications. Applicants 
must have a DUNS number in order to register with SAM.  

How to Submit an Application in eGrants 
Applicants must submit their applications electronically via the CNCS web-based system, eGrants. Because it is a 
unique system, it is recommended that applicants create an eGrants account and begin the application creation 
process at least three weeks before the deadline. Applicants should draft the application as a word document and 
copy and paste the document into the appropriate eGrants fields no later than 10 days before the deadline. Please 
note the length of a document in a word processing software may be different than what will print out in eGrants.  

Contact the National Service Hotline at 800-942-2677 or http://questions.nationalservice.gov/app/ask if a problem 
arises while creating an account or while preparing or submitting an application in eGrants.  

National Service Hotline hours are Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. ET. If you contact the Hotline, 
be prepared to provide the application ID, organization name, and the Notice to which your organization is applying.  

If technical issues prevent an applicant from submitting an application on time, please contact the National Service 
Hotline prior to the deadline to explain the technical issue and receive a ticket number. If the issue cannot be 
resolved by the deadline, the applicant must continue working with the National Service Hotline to submit via 
eGrants. 

An application is only complete if it includes all required documentation and is received by the application due date, 
10:59:59 PM CST on Wednesday, May 4, 2016. Incomplete applications will not be considered. All additional 
required documents should include the application organization name and Application ID number at the top of the 
page and are due by the application deadline, May 4th, to grants@onestarfoundation.org. Emails should include in 
the Subject line, the applicant organization name and Application ID number.  

Application Fields and Page Limits 
In eGrants, applicants will enter text in the following fields: 

• Executive Summary 
• Program Design 
• Organizational Capability 
• Cost Effectiveness and Budget Adequacy 

Applications may not exceed 8 pages for the Narratives, including the Executive Summary and the SF-424 
Facesheet, as the pages print out from eGrants. OneStar strongly encourages applicants to print out the application 
from the “Review and Submit” page prior to submission to check that the application does not exceed the page limit. 
This limit does not include the narrative portion of the evaluation plan or the logic model, budget, performance 
measures, or the supplementary materials.  

Reviewers will not consider submitted material that is over the page limit in the printed report, even if eGrants allows 
an applicant to enter and submit text over the limit. Do not submit other items not requested in the Notice or 
Application Instructions, OneStar will not review or return them.  

Assessment Criteria 
OneStar urge applicants to submit high quality applications that carefully follow the guidance in this Notice and in 
the Application Instructions. The quality of an application will be an important factor in determining whether an 
organization will receive funding.  

http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
https://www.sam.gov/portal/public/SAM/
http://questions.nationalservice.gov/app/ask
mailto:grants@onestarfoundation.org
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Threshold Issues  
Applicants must check the relevant boxes in the Performance Measures tab in eGrants in order to be considered for 
OneStar’s assessment of the strategic considerations. Applicants should only check boxes if the strategic 
consideration is an intentional part of their program design and they have implementation strategies described in 
the application.    

Application Fields 

1. Executive Summary (Required – 0 percent) 
Please fill in the blanks of these sentences to complete the Executive Summary.  

This planning grant will be utilized to develop an AmeriCorps program which will engage AmeriCorps 
members to [AmeriCorps member activities] in [geographic locations where member activities will take 
place]. Members will address the needs of [beneficiaries to be served] resulting in [anticipated outcome 
of project]. Program activities will primarily be in the areas of [identify the relevant CNCS focus areas]. 

OneStar will post all Executive Summaries of awarded grant applications on www.onestarfoundation.org in 
the interest of transparency. 

2. Program Design (50 percent) 
Reviewers will consider the quality of the application’s response to the criteria below. Do not assume all sub-
criteria are of equal value.  

a. Describe why you are applying for a planning grant and what you hope to achieve during the one year 
planning period, including but not limited to: 
• The problem you plan to solve with your AmeriCorps program 
• Evidence that the need exists 
• What AmeriCorps members would do to meet the need 
• The target communities the program would serve 
• Provide a) a detailed description of your planning process, b) a timeline for planning activities, and c) 

how you will use the planning period to develop your capacity to effectively manage an AmeriCorps 
program including, but not limited to:  

o Determining the most appropriate AmeriCorps member activities to address the identified 
community need. 

o Determining the desired characteristics of AmeriCorps members and designing a recruitment 
strategy. 

o Developing a performance measurement system to ensure that reliable data is gathered to 
demonstrate impact on the communities to be served. 

o Creating a process for selecting operating and service sites (if applicable) that will ensure the 
most appropriate and capable organizations are selected. 

o Planning orientation and training for operating and service sites (if applicable). 
o Planning orientation and training for AmeriCorps members. 
o Ensuring you have the ability to provide or secure effective technical assistance (if 

applicable). 
• Review the National Performance Measures, and indicate which measure(s) your AmeriCorps 

program would seek to address. You must select at least one aligned output and outcome.  
http://www.nationalservice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Performance_Measure_Instructions_201
6.pdf  

3. Organizational Capability (25 percent) 
Reviewers will consider the quality of the application’s response to the following criteria below. Do not 
assume all sub-criteria are of equal value.  

http://www.onestarfoundation.org/
http://www.nationalservice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Performance_Measure_Instructions_2016.pdf
http://www.nationalservice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Performance_Measure_Instructions_2016.pdf
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a. Identify the primary programmatic and fiscal contacts for the grant application include secondary contacts 
if applicable. Describe your organization’s ability to successfully plan an AmeriCorps program, including 
but not limited to: 
• Record of accomplishment. 
• Prior experience administering federal funds. 
• Prior experience in the proposed area of programming. 
• The management and staff structure and the role the board of directors, administrators and staff will 

play in the planning process. 
• Systems and processes for sound programmatic and fiscal oversight or plans to develop this 

capacity. 

4. Cost Effectiveness and Budget Adequacy (25 percent) 
Reviewers will consider the quality of the applicant’s response to the following criteria below. Do not assume 
all sub-criteria are of equal value.  

a. Describe your plans to develop a cost-effective program including how you will develop diverse resources 
that will support your program implementation and sustainability.  

b. Discuss the adequacy of your budget to support the planning process including your match.  

c. Describe how you will secure any additional commitments you need for the planning grant.  

5. Evaluation Summary or Plan (0 percent) 
Enter N/A. Evaluations and evaluation plans are not required for planning grants.  

6. Amendment Justification (0 percent) 
Enter N/A. This field will be used if you are awarded a grant and need to amend it. 

7. Clarification Information (0 percent) 
Enter N/A. This field will be used to enter information that requires clarification in the post-review period. 

8. Continuation Changes (0 percent) 
Enter N/A.  

A. Performance Measures 
One performance measure is required of Planning Grants. The performance measure must be entered at the time 
of application. Follow the detailed performance measure instructions in Appendix B of the Application Instructions.    

B. Budget Instructions for Planning Grant Applicants 
Your proposed budget should be sufficient to allow you to perform the tasks described in your narrative. Reviewers 
will consider information you provide in this section in their assessment of the Cost-Effectiveness and Budget 
Adequacy selection criterion.  

Applicants may apply for up to a maximum of $75,000. Applicants must provide 24% of the total project costs in 
match. Match may be cash or in-kind. 

Follow the detailed budget instructions in Appendix C of the Application Instructions to prepare your budget.  

eGrants will create the budget and the budget narrative automatically from the detailed budget information you 
enter. Once you have entered your budget information in eGrants you will be asked to validate your budget and 
eGrants will check your submission for errors.  

C. Required Supplemental Materials 
An application is only complete if it includes all required documentation and is received by the application due date. 
Incomplete applications will not be considered. All application components are due by the application deadline. In 
addition to the narrative, budget, performance measures and logic model submitted via eGrants, OneStar requires 
the submission of the following: 

• Organizational Capacity Survey (required) 
• Source of Matching Funds Chart (required) 
• Federally Approved Indirect Cost Agreement (if applicable) 
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Forms can be found on the OneStar Foundation website: (http://onestarfoundation.org/americorpstexas/available-
funding/).  

All Required Supplemental Materials must be submitted to OneStar via email to grants@onestarfoundation.org by 
the submission deadline.  

D. Submission Dates and Times 
Applications are due Wednesday, May 4, 2016 at 10:59:59 p.m. Central Time.  

OneStar will not consider applications received in whole or in part after the deadline. 

Late Applications 
Late applications will not be accepted. OneStar does not accept applications submitted via fax or email. 

E. Funding Restrictions  

Types of Grants  
The purpose of planning grants is to support the development of AmeriCorps programs that will engage AmeriCorps 
members in evidence-based interventions to solve community problems. Planning grant recipients are expected to 
be better prepared to compete for an AmeriCorps program grant in the following grant cycle. Planning grants may 
not be used to support AmeriCorps members.  
 Table 1: General Summary  

 Planning Grant 
Maximum Amount of Request Up to $75,000 may be requested 
Budget Submission Required Yes 
Special Requirements Only available to Legal Applicant organizations that have not 

previously received an AmeriCorps State grant through OneStar 
Foundation.  

Match Requirements Yes – 24% cash or in-kind 
Available to New Applicants Yes 

APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION 

A. Criteria 
The assessment of applications involves a wide range of factors and considerations. OneStar staff will apply their 
experience and expertise in evaluating applications. The review and selection process will produce a diversified set 
of high-quality programs that represent the priorities and selection factors described in this Notice.  

B. Review and Selection Process 

1. Eligibility Review 
OneStar staff will review all applications submitted to OneStar to determine compliance with eligibility, 
deadline, and completeness requirements. Applicants will be notified of initial intake eligibility within seven (7) 
days of submission of an application. In order to be compliant and advance to External Review, an applicant 
must satisfy all of the following requirements: 

• Submit an application and all required additional documents by the application submission 
deadline. 

• Submit an application that is complete, in that it contains all required elements and additional 
documents and follows the instructions provided in this Notice. 

2. Review 
OneStar staff will assess the entire application and additionally submitted documents. Some applicants may 
receive requests to provide clarifying information and/or make changes to their application including changes 
to the budget. Applications may be recommended for funding even if they are not asked clarification 
questions. A request for clarification does not guarantee a grant award. Failure to respond to requests for 
additional information in a timely manner may result in the removal of an application from consideration.  

3. Final Score 
Applicants that score at least 70 percent of total possible points will move forward to the prioritization phase. 

http://onestarfoundation.org/americorpstexas/available-funding/
http://onestarfoundation.org/americorpstexas/available-funding/
mailto:grants@onestarfoundation.org
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4. Prioritization 
Upon selection of finalists, OneStar will give special consideration to ensure geographic, demographic, and 
programmatic diversity across the AmeriCorps Texas portfolio. 

Applicants proposing programs that receive priority consideration are not guaranteed funding. 

5. Risk Assessment Evaluation 
OneStar staff and Board will evaluate the risks to the program posed by each applicant, including conducting 
due diligence to ensure an applicant’s ability to manage federal funds. This evaluation is in addition to the 
evaluation of the applicant’s eligibility for funding or the quality of its application on the basis of the Selection 
Criteria. Results from this evaluation will inform funding decisions. If OneStar determines that an award will be 
made, special conditions that correspond to the degree of risk assessed may be applied to the award. In 
evaluating risk, OneStar may consider the following: 

• Financial stability; 
• Quality of financial management systems and ability to meet the administrative standards prescribed 

in applicable OMB guidance; 
• History of performance as reflected in the applicant’s record in managing previous CNCS or OneStar 

awards, including: 
o Timeliness of compliance with applicable reporting requirements, and  
o If applicable, the extent to which any previously awarded amounts will be expended prior to 

future awards; 
• Information available through any OMB-designated repositories of government-wide eligibility 

qualifications or financial integrity information, such as: 
o Federal Awardee Performance and Integrity Information systems (FAPIIS) 
o Dun and Bradstreet, or 
o “Do Not Pay” 

• Reports and findings from single audits performed under 2 CFR 200 Subpart F (Single Audit) and 
findings of any other available audits; 

• IRS Tax Form 990; 
• An applicant organization’s annual report; 
• Publicly available information including information from an applicant organization’s website; and 
• The applicant’s ability to effectively implement statutory, regulatory, or other requirements.  

6. Selection for Funding 
With a goal of a diversified portfolio based on the Notice priorities and strategic considerations, the staff will 
provide a recommended portfolio for consideration by the OneStar Commission Board. The Board will select 
final applicants from the applicants that advance to Internal Review. OneStar will make funding decisions 
based on the availability of formula dollars.  

7. Feedback to Applicants 
Each applicant will receive the results of the review pertaining to their application. Feedback will be based on 
the review of the original application and will not reflect any information that may have been provided in 
response to clarification questions, if any.  

C. Anticipated Announcement of Federal Award Dates 
OneStar will award grants following the grant selection announcement. OneStar anticipates announcing the results 
of this competition depending on the availability of appropriations, no later than June 24, 2016, contingent on timely 
full year appropriations. OneStar anticipates awarding sub-grants by September 1, 2016, contingent on the 
availability of a Grant Award from CNCS.   
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FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION 

A. Federal Award Notices 
Applicants will be notified via email as to funding decisions. This notification is not an authorization to begin grant 
activities. The Notice of Grant award is the authorizing document for grant activities.  

B. Administrative and National Policy Requirements 

Documents that Govern the Grant 
The Notice of Grant Award incorporates the approved application as part of a binding commitment under the grant 
as well as the AmeriCorps regulations and grant provisions. 

Uniform Grants Guidance for Federal Awards 
Grants under this program are subject to 2 CFR 200 and CNCS regulations issued to implement the part.  

Use of Material 
To ensure that materials generated with CNCS funding are available to the public and readily accessible to 
grantees and non-grantees, CNCS reserves a royalty-free, nonexclusive, and irrevocable right to obtain, use, 
modify, reproduce, publish, or disseminate publications and materials produced under the award, including data, 
and to authorize others to do so. 45 CFR § 2543.36; 2541.30. 

C. Reporting 
Planning grantees are required to provide mid-year and end of year progress reports, semi-annual financial reports, 
and an internal or external evaluation report as required by the AmeriCorps regulations §§2522.500-2522.540 and 
§§2522.700-2522.740. 

While applications will not be evaluated on these criteria, grantees will be expected to have data collection and data 
management policies and practices that provide reasonable assurances that they are providing CNCS with high 
quality performance measure data. At a minimum, grantees should have policies and practices which address the 
following five aspects of data quality: 

• The data measures what it intends to measure; 
• The grantee collects data in a consistent manner; 
• The grantee takes steps to correct data errors; 
• The grantee ensures that the data reported is complete; and  
• The grantee actively reviews data prior to submission 

Progress Report Data 
In addition to semi-annual reporting outcomes and progress toward the grant approved performance measures, 
additional data must be reported annually (as applicable). 

Re-Focusing of Funding  
OneStar and CNCS reserve the right to re-focus funding in the event of a disaster or other compelling need for 
service. 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

OneStar will host a webinar to review the information specific to this AmeriCorps planning grant funding opportunity. The 
webinar will be recorded and the power point used in the webinar will be emailed directly to all eligible legal applicant 
organizations.  

AmeriCorps 2016-2017 Planning Grant Funding Opportunity Webinar 
Tuesday, April 12, 2016, 10:00 AM Central 

You must register to attend the Webinar: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6538952154187709442  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

All communication relating to this notice must be directed to the contact person named below.  

Elisa Gleeson 
Senior Grants Management Specialist 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6538952154187709442
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Email: elisa@onestarfoundation.org 
Availability: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM CST, Monday to Friday 

Communication related to this application shall be directed to the contact person named above. All emails and phone calls 
will be returned within a reasonable amount of time. Applicants are encouraged to submit their questions well in advance 
of the deadline as OneStar is not obligated to respond to questions that are received 48 hours prior to the due date.  

mailto:elisa@onestarfoundation.org
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