
 DAUPHIN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the Meeting       April 5, 2021 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Dauphin County Planning Commission was held 
Monday, April 5, 2021.  The meeting was held via Zoom telecommuting software, with 
members participating in compliance with the provisions authorized under PA Act 15 of 
2020.  Chairman Chris Abruzzo called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Those members present were Mr. Chris Abruzzo, Mr. Josh First, Ms. Mary Gaiski, Mr. 

John Kerschner, Mr. Gary Lenker, Mr. Fred Lighty, Mr. Robert Spandler, and Mr. Dan 
Tunnell. Also present were Mr. Steve Deck and Mr. Jerry Duke of the staff. Guests were 
Mr. Geoff Knight and Tiffanie Baldock of the City of Harrisburg. 
 
Mr. Abruzzo asked for a moment of silence and remembrance in honor of Planning 
Commission member Keith Oellig, who passed away on March 5, 2021.  After the 
reflection, Mr. Abruzzo said Mr. Oellig will be missed as he was a friend to the Commission 
and its members.  He further noted that he was a strong advocate for the farming 
community.  Mr. Oellig was able to provide insight in to farming perspectives on the issues 
the commission discussed.  
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
On a motion by Mr. First, seconded by Mr. Spandler, the Commission approved 8-0 the 
minutes of the March 1, 2021 meeting. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF TREASURER 
 
On a motion by Ms. Gaiski, seconded by Mr. Kerschner, Mr. Lenker was nominated to 
serve as the Treasurer for the unexpired term previously held by Mr. Oellig.  No other 
nominations were made. The Commission voted 7-0 vote (with Mr. Lenker abstaining) to 
appoint Mr. Lenker as Treasurer.   
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

On a motion by Ms. Gaiski, seconded by Mr. Kerschner, the Commission approved 8-0 to 
transfer to TCRPC the Subdivision and Sewage Module review fees in the amount of 
$3,115.00 for March, 2021. The Treasurer’s Reports in the form of Financial Statements for 
the month ending March 31, 2021 were accepted for filing and audit. 
 
REPORTS 
 
a. Report of Officers:  No items 

 
b. Communications & Staff Reports:  No items   
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c. Program Progress Report: February, 2021 (attached) 
 
Mr. Deck informed the Commission members that the annual reports for the TCRPC 
are completed and posted on the TCRPC website.  This includes the Dauphin 
County Planning Commission’s annual report.  Also contained are the HATS, 
TCRPC and the Perry County Planning Commission reports.   
 
He also said that TCRPC will be sponsoring two PMPEI training opportunities.  The 
classes will be presented online via Zoom and will be held on April 26 (Zoning) and 
May 6 (Subdivision).  The classes are being offered free of charge but are limited to 
25 persons. 
 

Mr. Deck also mentioned several other projects, including an update on county-wide 
stormwater planning (Countywide Action Plan (CAP) planning effort) and the PA 
Historical and Museum Commission’s Tri-County Historical Review Survey. 
 

d. LPA Report: March, 2021 (attached) 
 
e. Committees:  
 

Mr. Duke noted the Comprehensive Plan attainable housing implementation group 
will be asked to assist with work on the Affordable Housing toolbox items and the 
environmental implementation group will be part of the advisory board for the 
previously discussed CAP study.   
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
a. Zoning Amendment  - City of Harrisburg – Affordable Housing Zoning Ordinance 

Amendment 
 

Mr. Geoff Knight and Ms. Tiffanie Baldock from the City of Harrisburg were in 
attendance to provide information and answer questions on a proposed zoning 
amendment being considered by the Harrisburg City Council.  The application was 
first discussed by the Dauphin County Planning Commission at their March 2021 
Planning Commission meeting.  At that meeting, several Commission members 
questioned several specific measures that the city was utilizing to achieve affordable 
housing for the city. The Dauphin County Planning Commission staff invited the 

City representative to the meeting.  Mr. Knight gave the history on how the City 
developed the ordinance and indicated it was one of two corresponding ordinances.  
Ms. Baldock was available to answer questions regarding the other legislation.  Mr. 
Knight said they looked at a number of factors on how to present enough incentives 
to developers to have them develop additional affordable housing.  A major incentive 
would be to allow additional density as it has been a feature often requested by 
developers.  Any incentive would not seek to allow additional impervious coverage.  
So, another allowance would be to allow higher buildings.   Another incentive would 
be to reduce the parking requirement.  They also will have a shorter review period.  
In return for the allowances, a table was developed to provide additional features 
based upon the income level building and the number for each of the low to moderate 
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income level.   Ms. Baldock noted the first public hearing on the ordinances is 
scheduled for April 6th.  She anticipated questions from the City Council and there 
will likely be amendments made to the proposed code changes.   
 
There were no additional questions from the Planning Commission and Mr. Abruzzo 
thanked the City representatives for the presentation. 
 
Mr. Duke indicated the staff was recommending approval of the ordinance with three 
comments.  The first was that all ordinances being consider have consistent 
terminology and definitions.  The second comment was questioning the     
discrepancy between the percentages between percentage of provided affordable 
housing and the parking percentage.  The third was to advise utilizing clearly 

designated income standards to avoid any future concerns.   
 
On a motion by Mr. Lenker, seconded by Mr. Spandler, the Commission voted 8-0, 
to recommend adoption of the ordinance with consideration to the comments as 
presented by staff.     

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
a. Subdivision/Land Development Matters 
 

1. Reviews/ Comments 
 

On a motion by Ms. Gaiski, seconded by Mr. First, the Commission voted 8-0 
to ratify staff reviews of fourteen (14) Subdivisions/Land Development 
Application. 
 

b. Zoning Amendments  
 

1. Derry Township – Steep Slope Disturbance Revisions – Modification to 
previous proposed amendment    
 
The Commission discussed the proposed amendment with Mr. Abruzzo 
providing background information on the proposed ordinance.  Mr. Abruzzo 
said there were some issues with the process of how the proposed ordinance 

was presented when it was being considered by the township.  The township 
sought to further limit the number of persons who can take advantage of the 
provisions and processes being proposed. The township felt this was a 
technical issue that required additional review and consideration by other 
parties, including engineers. With the additional review, they developed an 
ordinance which protected the rights of property owners but is also to protect 
the township’s environmental resources.      
 
On a motion by Mr. First, seconded by Mr. Tunnell, the Commission voted 7-
0-1, with Mr. First abstaining, to recommend adoption of the ordinance. 
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2. Lower Paxton Township – Autumn Oaks Extended Rezoning AR to R1  
 
On a motion by Mr. Spandler, seconded by Ms. Gaiski, the Commission 
voted 8-0 to recommend with comments of adoption of the ordinance. 
 

3. Lower Swatara Township – Allow for Townhouse Development as a Special 
Exception Use in the Commercial Neighborhood District   

 
On a motion by Mr. First, seconded by Ms. Gaiski, the Commission voted 8-0 
to recommend with comments of adoption of the ordinance. 
 
 

c. Sewer Modules 
 

1. West Hanover Township – 7317 Devonshire Heights Road 
2. Derry Township Municipal Authority – Southwest Wastewater Treatment 

Plant 
 
On a motion by Mr. Kerschner, seconded by Mr. Spandler, the Commission 
voted 9-0 to ratify staff comments for each of the sewer modules. 
 

d. Intergovernmental Reviews  
 

1. Swatara Township – Bishop Park Development DCNR Application 
2. Penbrook Borough – Little Valley Park DCNR Application  

  
On a motion by Mr. Spandler, seconded by Ms. Gaiski, the Commission 
voted 8-0 to support and indicate plan consistency for each of the applications. 
 
 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS 
 
 Commissioner members were reminded to complete their ethics statements and 

forward them to the commissioner’s office.   
 
 The Commission members were asked to inform the County commissioners of any 

potential commission members as there are two vacancies with the Planning 

Commission. 
 
 The Commission was informed that 112 Market Street, where the staff offices are 

located, has been sold.  Mr. Deck said he has been in conversations with the new 
owners regarding the extension of the office lease.  He hope to have the issue resolved 
before the end of the lease which is in October 2021.   

 
 
 

There were no other additional items.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:06 p.m. The next meeting 

of the Commission is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. on Monday, May 3, 2021.   

 
If possible, the meeting will be in the Dauphin County Veteran’s Memorial Office 
Building’s Second Floor Conference Room.  If not able to meet in person, the meeting will 
be held via teleconferencing.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Josh First 
Josh First 
Secretary 
 


