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Mercy Matters

Lenten Prayer
Loving God, I hear your invitation, 

"Come back to me" and I am �lled with such a longing to return to you. 
Show me the way to return. 

Lead me this day in the good works I do in your name, 
and send your Spirit to guide me and strengthen my faith. 

I ask only to feel your love in my life today.
Amen

Dear Mercy College Community,

Our �rst gathering with all of our sta� and students was at our Lenten Liturgy last week, on Ash Wednesday, which 
is one of the most popular and important holy days in the liturgical calendar. Ash Wednesday comes from the 
ancient Jewish tradition of penance and fasting. The practice includes the wearing of ashes on the head. The ashes 
symbolise the dust from which God made us. The ashes are made from the blessed palms used in the Palm Sunday 
celebration of the previous year.

Year Twelves - 2017
Our Year 12 academic results were very pleasing. The extra support in 
numeracy resulted in nearly a 10% increase in the number of students 
reaching the minimum standard. Thank you to our dedicated sta�, as well 
as the students for committing to the extra programs. Congratulations to 
our high achievers who were acknowledged at the ‘High Achievers’ 
assembly this week.  

Ash Wednesday opens Lent, a season of fasting and prayer. Ash Wednesday 
takes place 46 days before Easter Sunday, and is chie�y observed by 
Catholics, although many other Christians observe it too. Ashes also 
symbolise grief, in this case, grief that we have sinned and caused division 
from God. It is a season of penance, re�ection, and fasting which prepares 
us for Christ's Resurrection on Easter Sunday, through which we attain 
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Carpark Matters

1. Mirrabooka Avenue – Illegal Parking

The shire has recently put up No Parking Signs all along Mirrabooka Ave from Beach Road. 
The signs say Strictly No Parking/Standing in school zone hours of 7:30am to 9:00 am and 
2:30pm to 4:00pm. 

Please refrain from parking in the ‘no parking’ areas. Local residents’ driveways have been 
blocked, and the noise levels of doors slamming etc needs to be considered. Infringements 
of $100 could also be issued through the City of Wanneroo for illegal parking.  Residents 
cannot park outside their properties during this time and this is contributing to frustration. 
As well as being considerate of our local neighbours, please consider the safety of our 
students. I appreciate your cooperation with this matter. 

2. Secondary Administration - Sta� Car Park
Due to the constant movement of tra�c in the secondary sta� carpark, o� Mirrabooka Avenue, it is imperative that 
students are not dropped o�, or picked up, in this area. 

Please feel most welcome to use the visitor bays outside Student Administration for your appointments, special visits or if 
you are picking up your child during the day for an appointment and you need to sign him/her out, through 
administration.

I realise the parking at our College is challenging and we will continue to address the issues as they arise. Thank you to all 
of our parents/guardians who are very patient and courteous to others, especially during our peak tra�c times.

Parent Information Nights
Thank you for attending these important evenings, and I hope the information you have received is relevant. Thank you 
to Year Twelve students, Chris Huynh and Jamie Botero, who presented at the Year Seven/Eight information night last 
week, and received a lot of positive feedback.   

I’m hoping to see many of you at the Community Mass and Picnic tomorrow evening. 

Kind regards,

Julie Hornby | Principal

Project Compassion Launch and Mass

On Shrove Tuesday, 11 students from Year Ten to Twelve 
had the opportunity to attend the Project Compassion 
Launch and Mass celebrated by Archbishop Costelloe at 
Newman College with me and Christian Service 
Coordinator Ms Karen Wilson. Mercy College had been 
selected by Caritas to be involved in the Mass through a 
song and dance called the Jikelele, "God is Everywhere". 

Students mingled with other Catholic College students 
from all over Perth and talked about Social Justice over 
pancakes. The energy and enthusiasm created at the 
launch will no doubt spread from the representatives to 
the rest of the student body and we are looking forward to 
a continued relationship with the Caritas Agency.

Mrs Melissa Cartner | Director of Mission
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Ash Wednesday

Ash Wednesday is the �rst day of our Lenten Season. The Ashes are made by burning the blessed palms that were 
distributed the previous year on Palm Sunday. On Wednesday morning we held a liturgy for the whole College and 
students were given the opportunity to receive ashes from our student and sta� Special Ministers. Thank you to our 
property service and sound teams for the set up.
 
Ash Wednesday also marks the beginning of Project Compassion and our generous donations help those experiencing 
from poverty and disadvantage. All classes have a Project Compassion money box and are encouraged to bring in their 
spare change over the next 40 days.
 
Let us pray,
God as we begin this time of Lent, open the doors of our hearts and our minds. Empower us to move 
beyond our own world to see you in the faces of the poor. Give us the courage to be different and to 
share what we have. May our actions during Lent help to renew the world in your ways of peace and 
justice. We ask this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mrs Melissa Cartner | Director of Mission

Emergency Drill
Parents, please note that the College will be practicing an emergency drill during week Six. This will be relatively low key 
and teachers will instruct the children on what action to take. They may mention this at home after the drill has taken 
place, so please just be aware that it was a planned drill. Should the College have a real emergency situation we would 
inform you as soon as possible via sms, email or the College Facebook page.

Greg Haynes | College Operations Manager
Kindy 2019
If you have a child born between July 1 2014 and June 30 2015 and would like them to attend Kindy at Mercy College in 
2019, please get your application in now.

An enrolment pack can be collected from Beach Road reception.

Ms Lee-Ann Ottenhof | Enrolments & Marketing Officer



PRIMARY

School Banking
If you wish to open a school banking account for your child, Karen Beswick, the Commonwealth 
Bank School Liaison will be at the school on Tuesday, 13 March, to assist with any enquiries.  She 
will also be a guest at our assembly on Thursday, 8 March.  Please see the information about 
school banking further on in this newsletter. 

Beach Road Kiss n Ride
The Kiss n Ride zone at Beach Road seems to working very smoothly in the afternoons, with most 
vehicles �owing through quite quickly.  Children in Years One to Three will be bringing home a Kiss 
n Ride name card this week.  If you pick your child up in this area, could you please display the card 
on your visor so that sta� and students can see whose parents are in the pick-up zone.

As you know, parking continues to be a signi�cant issue at certain times of the day.  Pre Primary 
and Kindy parents need to be able to pick up their children earlier than the rest of the school but 
are �nding it very di�cult to enter the grounds and park. It is distressing for children if they can’t 

be picked up by their parents easily at the end of the day.  If you do not have children in these years and can wait to just 
pick up in the kiss n ride areas, it would make the pick-up process a lot easier for everyone.  Entering the kiss n ride zones 
eases considerably for Primary students after 3pm.  

Please read the parking guidelines elsewhere in this newsletter.

Growing with God - Learning about Lent!
Last Wednesday we began the Lenten season with a K-12 Ash Wednesday Service.

On Ash Wednesday, blessed ashes are put on your forehead in the shape of a cross.  The sign of 
the cross made with ashes reminds us of Jesus’ great love and that he died on the cross so that 
we could live with him forever in heaven.

These ashes are made by burning palm leaves which have been saved from the previous year’s 
Palm Sunday.

Ash Wednesday is also when we begin to do penance for Lent.  Penance is something that you do or are given to do in 
order to show that you are sad or sorry about choices you have made that may have hurt others. We do this to improve 
our relationship with God, our family, friends and community.

Lent is the time before Easter, the day we celebrate Jesus’ rising from the dead.  Lent lasts for 40 days (not including 
Sundays) beginning on Ash Wednesday and �nishing on Holy Thursday. 

During Lent the Stations of the Cross (prayers about the journey Jesus made to his cruci�xion on Good Friday) are said at 
Our Lady of Mercy Church every Friday at 7pm.

Why not do something as a family during this time to prepare for Easter?

Some people give up chocolate or something they really like to eat, others may limit TV time. Why not take a photo and 
show us what your family is doing – we’d love to share it.

Sacramental Dates Term One - Confirmation

• Enrolment Mass: either Saturday 10th March, 6.00pm OR Sunday 11 March at 9.30am, both 
at Our Lady of Mercy church, Girrawheen.
• Commitment Mass either Saturday 24th March, 6.00pm OR Sunday 25 March at 9.30am, 
both at Our Lady of Mercy church, Girrawheen.

Remember if you have a child or you yourself are interested in receiving any of the 
sacraments please contact the school and we can pass your details onto Mrs Jenny Watts, 
Sacramental Coordinator at Our Lady of Mercy parish.



Primary Swimming Lessons
Well our big term of swimming has begun with the Year Four to Six students completing their 
swimming lessons on Friday. We had a terri�c group of children representing Mercy at Terry 
Tyzack Aquatic Centre over the fortnight. Whilst passing another level and receiving a 
certi�cate is of some satisfaction, it is the ten day exposure to the swimming which provides 
the real bene�t. 

We are now seeing more and more of our Mercy children advancing their swimming, using not only these lessons but 
also other lessons out term. 

The children were well behaved and are used to the travel to and from the pool now, as it has been part of their routine 
for many years. Not even a broken down bus last Thursday could dampen their spirit. They took it in their stride as they 
always do. 

Thank you kindly to our sta� who are so �exible with their class, remembering we started lessons on Day 4 of the new 
school year. And thank you to our parents for keeping up your end of the bargain making sure the kids had dry bathers 
and towels, etc. 

Well done to all. 

Mr Leigh Willison | Primary Physical Education

Coles Sports for Schools Promotion

The primary school is collecting shopping vouchers from Coles for the Sports for School 
promotion.  This is a fantastic opportunity for us to add to our sports gear.  Thank you to all 
families and friends who have started collecting these vouchers and sending them in.  We 
also have a box in the Beach Road o�ce where any vouchers can be dropped o�.  Don’t 
forget to ask your friends and relatives to save their vouchers for us too!  The promotion 
closes on April 3.  From all our children -thank you for your support!

Merit Certificates

Congratulations to students who have received a Merit Award in the past week. We are very proud of your achievements 
and the ways you show the Mercy values of friendship, kindness and consideration for others. Keep up the good work and 
striving to succeed in achieving your goals. Great work!

1 Chi: Victoria Semuntu and Eli McKenna 
Rho: Chloe Gruzdowski & Sienna D'Gama 

2 Chi: Ethan Huynh and Zoe Ta 
Rho: Zaq Garciano and Madison Groves  

3 Chi: Sebastian Paul D’Castro and Tahlia 
Tassone 
Rho: Sharon Tshongo and Ryan Huynh 

4 Chi: Jessica Jellis and Dora Tanevska 
Rho: Madeleine Howard and Ken Tran 

5 Chi: Mathew Andrews and Ella Kennedy-
Wilcox 
Rho: Thomas Andrews and Savannah 
Charles 

6 Chi: Olivia Pocsidio and Joshua Saldanha 
Rho: Jamie Bilaloski and Kenzie Smith 

Week Three Week Four

1 Chi:  Shyla Reid and Lisan Mulugeta 
Rho: Xavier Squadrito and Amor 
Razua Bawi 

2 Chi: Allyna Borg and Kelly Nguyen 
Rho: Israel Mukendi Kabango & 
Grace Norris 

3 Chi: Keira Coffey and Roberto 
Simpson 
Rho: Anthony Ly and Claire Wen 

4 Chi: Chantelle Williams and Cooper 
Symons 
Rho: Shiloh Alphonso and Preston 
Ginger 

5 Chi: Alysha Mowtschan and James 
Bloomfield 
Rho: Reaghan Lynch and Shenaya 
Berryman 

6 Chi: Jason Nguyen and Amy 
Nguyen 
Rho: Brayden Kennedy-Wilcox and 
Apple Bagdadi 

 



SECONDARY

Prayer Assemblies and Hymn Singing

Primary Prayer Assemblies and Hymn singing are now being held in the Chapel at 8.40am on Friday morning. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to join together as a community to share in prayer and song.  You are very welcome to come and 
sit with your child during school Masses if you wish.

So if you are free come and join us – we’d love to see you there.

Interhouse Swim Meet

On Thursday the 15th of February, Mercy College held its annual Swim Meet at Bayswater Waves. This event is used to 
determine which students will be part of the Mercy College Swim Team to represent the College at the ACC 
Inter-School Swimming Carnival. There was no better place to be on a 37˚C day than in the pool! The students’ 
behaviour was exemplary and their competitiveness and endeavour could not be questioned. Although this was a 
House event, the friendly rivalries were always overshadowed by the students’ sportsmanship. After each race there 
were congratulations and high-�ves being awarded; true Love in Action being shown in the Mercy Spirit.

 HOUSE POINTS 
1st O’Dea 1,343 
2nd McAdam 1097 
=3rd Flynn 890 
=3rd   Augustine 890 

Mercy Weetbix Tryathlon Team

This year sees our third straight year of competing in the Weetbix  Tryathlon for kids. Numbers are steadily growing and 
training has begun in earnest with cycle/run sessions on Wednesday mornings. Next week we will be conducting our 
�rst swim/run training session, always a favourite amongst the kids who attend. 

The Weerbix event is open to all children from Year Two up and each year we have met up early before the event before 
spending the day chasing the kids around as they swim, cycle and run. We are looking forward to seeing what the new 
venue holds, as this year the swim leg will be held in the pool at Terry Tyzack and not the Swan River. 

There is still time to enter for those who haven’t. It is a great day and there are lots of free promotional items given to 
the children. A big thank you to our usual band of parents who will be joining us Sunday morning, early on March 25. 

Mr Leigh Willison | Primary Physical Education

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS - ST MARY’S PARISH - LEEDERVILLE
All past priests and current and past parishioners are invited to celebrate a special Mass of thanksgiving for St Mary’s 
Leederville Parish on Sunday 4 March. Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB will celebrate the Centenary Mass at 
10.30am. This will be followed by refreshments in the Aranmore College Centre for the Arts and Sports Science CNR of 
Franklin and Oxford St Leederville. No RSVP required, just come along.



Congratulations to the following students who were judged Champions for their year group.

 MALE FEMALE 
YEAR 7 Timothy Cross Ellie Manning 
YEAR 8 Kale Mowtschan Gigi Carter 
YEAR 9 Ashley Blaquiere Saffyre Armour 
YEAR 10 Dylan Burns Kasie Smith 
YEAR 11 Trey Meyer Karolina Dzieciol 
YEAR 12 Gianpaolo Ruggieri Emily Southwell 

Mercy Associates 2018 

Are you looking for a lay group with a focus on spiritual development, the virtue of mercy in our everyday lives and 
mutual support?

An invitation is extended to try, without obligation, Mercy Associates. This is a lay group of women and men committed 
to both the works and support of the charism of the Sisters of Mercy and to the ideal of living, as best we can, Mercy in 
our everyday lives. Our �rst gathering for 2018, followed by afternoon tea, is on Sunday 25th February at St Catherine’s 
House of Hospitality, 113 Tyler St, Tuart Hill, from 2-4pm.  If you’d like to “come  and see” please contact: Jan at:

mercyassociatestuarthill@ismapng.org.au  Phone: Margot 94445559
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