
A Student's Prayer for a New School Term
Lord Jesus, I ask for Your help as I begin this new 
school term.

Allow me to experience Your presence in the 
many blessings You put before me.

Open my eyes to the new challenges and 
exciting opportunities that this new school term 
brings.

Open my heart and mind to my friends and  
teachers.

Give me a generous spirit to be enthusiastic with 
my studies and courage to accept new 
opportunities.

Help me to be attentive to my teachers and let 
me experience Your presence in my friends.

Jesus, inspire me to do my best this term!

Amen

Dear Mercy College Community,

Welcome to Term Three! We commenced this term with our 
annual sta� ‘Knowledge and Faith Formation’ day. To teach and 
work in Catholic schools we need to be accredited and have 
recognised hours of ongoing renewal around our faith and 
knowledge.  This year we focussed on our �ve Mercy values: 
Justice, Compassion, Service, Excellence and Dignity, celebrated 
Mass together, discussed the NCEC Framing paper and shared in 
Mr Vincent Restifo’s experiences of his Bible Study course in 
Israel. Vincent is a Religious Education teacher at Mercy, who has 
a passion for Theology and he was the recipient of the BJ Hickey 
Biblical Foundation Scholarship. 

We also participated in a cultural awareness presentation. Mr 
Preston Culbong, who is a mental health youth worker, shared 
his knowledge about the adaptation of Aboriginal people, our 
traditional owners, and a way forward. He talked about 
Aboriginal student and family engagement in the metropolitan 
area. He shared with us a YouTube clip, ‘Swimming the River’. 
which can be accessed at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0P9FRacTji0

This term I am aiming to send a survey to our Mercy Community to gain some feedback and insight into further 
improvements to the College. This is in preparation for 2019, when we will be developing our new Strategic Plan. 

Best wishes to all our students who are participating in the Catholic Performing Arts festival.  

I would like to remind you that Monday 20 August is a pupil-free day. The College will be closed.

Kind regards
Ms Julie Hornby | Principal 

ISSUE 10
THURSDAY 26 JULY 2018

Mercy Matters



PRIMARY

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS

Semester Two and Term Three fees for 2018
 
Please note that both Semester Two and Term Three fees are now overdue and payable immediately.  Please disregard 
this notice if you have paid your fees already. 
 
If you have any queries or would like to discuss a payment plan, please do not hesitate to contact Helen Wright on 9247 
9261 or me on 9247 9262.

Mrs Priscilla Shumack | Finance Manager

Performing Arts Festival for Catholic Schools and Colleges
 
On Friday 20 July, two students travelled to Infant Jesus Parish in Morley, accompanied by Mrs Gentelli-Pace and Mrs 
Cartner, to celebrate the o�cial opening of the 29th annual Performing Arts Festival for Catholic Schools and Colleges. 
The Mass, celebrated by the Most Reverend Archbishop Timothy Costelloe, called for all youth to proclaim God’s Word 
through the creative means of music, dance and drama. 

The Mass was no exception to this, expressed by a liturgical movement, Gospel dramatisation and an assortment of 
songs sung by a primary choir, each expressing a di�erent aspect of the performing arts. In this Year of Youth, we are 
asked to open new horizons for spreading joy. Best wishes to all of the students participating in the festival over the 
next few weeks. May you appreciate the creativity that God has given you, and may you use your gifts to proclaim the 
love of God and bring joy to others.

Dana London | Year Eleven Student

Welcome back another new and very full term.  It was lovely to see all our children back safe and well after the mid-year 
break.  We also welcome our new students and families:  Paw Hser Hser Htoo in Year Three and Grace Bemrose in Year 
Six.  We hope that you �nd your time with us enjoyable, welcoming and rewarding.  All teachers have been holding 
Three Way Interviews this week, so if you have not yet made an appointment please contact your child’s teacher to 
make a time.

Prayer Assemblies and Hymn Singing
Primary Prayer Assemblies and Hymn singing are held in the Chapel at 8.40am on Friday mornings. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to join together as a community to share in prayer and song.  So if you are free come and join us – we’d love 
to see you there.

Growing with God
This term is a very busy one for us here at Mercy College as Religion units covered and content taught in Years Three 
and Four have ensured that our Catholic students are ready to receive the sacraments of Penance/Reconciliation and 
the Holy Eucharist for the �rst time. 

Parish-Based Sacraments
As many of you know children no longer receive the sacraments at school and this is because we follow the 
Archdiocese of Perth Sacramental Policy for School-Aged Children which mandates a family-focused, parish-based and 
school supported approach to the preparation and celebration of the sacraments which states that meetings and 
sacramental celebrations take place within a parish setting. We are very lucky at Mercy College to have such a 
wonderful relationship with Father Sam who welcomes us into the parish of Our Lady of Mercy, Girrawheen. 

Sacramental Calendar, Term Three
Penance/Reconciliation – Year 3

Penance Workshops – Wednesday 8th August at 4.00pm or 5.45pm or Thursday 9th August at 4.00pm at Our 
Lady of Mercy Parish Hall.

Workshop Masses- Saturday 11th August at 6.00pm or Sunday 12th August at 9.30am at Our Lady of Mercy 
Church.

Penance Celebration – Tuesday 21st August at 6.30pm at Our Lady of Mercy Church



Holy Eucharist – Year 4
Commitment Mass either Saturday 4th August 6.00pm at Our Lady of Mercy Church OR Sunday 5th August at 
9.30am at Our Lady of Mercy Church.

Eucharist Workshops – Wednesday 22ndAugust at 4.00pm or 5.45pm in Our Lady of Mercy Parish Hall OR 
Thursday 23rd August at 4.00pm at our Lady of Mercy Parish Hall.

Workshop Masses- Saturday 25th August at 6.00pm OR Sunday 26th August at 9.30am at Our Lady of Mercy 
Church.

Holy Eucharist Celebration – Saturday 8th and 15th September at 6.00pm at Our Lady of Mercy Church                                                                                                                                                             
OR Sunday 9th and 16th September at 9.30am at Our Lady of Mercy Church. 

Remember if you have a child or you yourself are interested in receiving any of the Sacraments please contact the 
school and we can pass your details onto Mrs Jenny Watts, Sacramental Coordinator from Our Lady of Mercy Church.

God bless
Mrs Jackie Holbrook

Coles Mini Collectable Items
Kindy would love any mini collectable items that are currently being promoted through Coles to 
use in our home corner and our play shops. Please leave at Beach Road Reception or send in to 
the Kindy classrooms.  The children really love these and we can’t wait to have a collection which 
we can use in di�erent areas.  Thank you for supporting our littlest learners.

Mrs Anita Short & Mrs Janelle McNamee | Kindergarten Teachers

Primary School Uniform
The students have returned to Term Three looking very smart in their winter 
uniform.  We appreciate your support in ensuring all students are in their 
correct uniform and sending in a note if they are not able to wear it for some 
reason. 

Unfortunately, at the end of last term there were many unlabelled items of clothing, lunch boxes and drink bottles that 
could not be returned to their owners.  Many of the unclaimed items were in near new or excellent condition. Any 
unclaimed uniform items are now in the Lost Property box in the Uniform Shop if you would like to check for any 
missing items.  Please assist us by ensuring that everything your child owns is clearly labelled. 
NAIDOC Focus
Next week we will be celebrating some NAIDOC events throughout the primary school, including 
shared stories, art work, cooking, face painting and singing.  In particular, we hope that you will be 
able to come to our assembly on Thursday, 2 August at 8.50am in the Community Hall.  

Year Three Rho will be leading the assembly with their performance but we will also have some special 
guests.  Students from Governor Stirling Senior High School will be coming to give a dance 
performance and well-regarded singer/songwriter Lilly Gogos will also make a guest appearance.  
Assembly will be followed by morning tea.  For catering purposes, please let Mrs Kirstine Leavers at 
Beach Road know if you intend staying for morning tea.  We are looking forward to it!
School Banking
A reminder to bring your banking in each Tuesday and earn House points!  Whenever a deposit is made students can 
also ‘deposit’ a token from their house.  Each house will earn points towards their overall tally depending on which has 
the most tokens.  House point totals earned are shared at assemblies and always received enthusiastically.  So bring 
your bank books along to the Year One area or leave in the class satchel for processing. Every deposit brings you closer 
to earning some great prizes and going into the draw for the big end of year rewards.  Also, our school bene�ts from 
every deposit with an incentive from the Commonwealth Bank for participating in the program. 

Primary Science
Students are busily stretching, hitting, constructing and making sound in Physical Science this term. Year Ones are 
making sound e�ects with rulers and door stoppers. Year Two students are creating lovely designs to show how gravity 
helps us and, whilst using push and pull forces on balloons, discovered what static electricity can do to hair! Year Six 
classes have shown talent constructing click-together electric circuits and are planning an interactive circuit project 
with LEDs and copper tape. Year Three class are learning to identify living things and Pre-Primary students know what 
our class phasmid, Jazzy, needs to stay alive.

Mrs Josephine Emery | Primary Science Teacher
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Year Six Grandparents Day
On Thursday 21 June, Year Six Chi hosted the Grandparents’ Day assembly in the morning and then at recess all 
students in Year Six ran a cupcake stall to raise funds for Lifelink. We baked and iced a total of 250 cupcakes the day 
before and combined them with the donations of cupcakes made by the Augustine students in Years Four to Six. The 
cupcakes were sold outside the gym and there was an amazing buzz as students purchased cupcakes with their 
grandparents and friends. Thank you to everyone who made donations and supported the event. It was much 
appreciated.

 Twilight Story Night 
There was great anticipation in the lead up to our 4th annual Twilight Story Night on Thursday 21st June. The mood was 
set with candles, cosy reading nooks and carefully curated books selected for their fun and humour. When we opened 
our doors, the McAuley Library welcomed 300 Pre-Primary to Year 3 students, their parents and caregivers. It was a 
wonderful evening of storytelling and our �ve readers, Mrs Liebeck, Mrs Holbrook, Mrs Gentelli-Pace, Mrs Mullaney and 
Mrs O’Mara were very animated in their retelling of the stories and kept captive audiences all evening. Then it was 
lovely to share a Milo and marshmallow supper before drawing some lucky door prizes. Thank you to all the sta� and 
families involved who made this a memorable night.

The Library Staff



SECONDARY

Merit Awards
Congratulations to the following students who have received a Merit Award this week.  We are very proud of your 
achievements and the ways you show the Mercy values of friendship, kindness and consideration for others.  Keep up 
the good work and striving to achieve your goals.  It is wonderful to recognise the big e�ort you have shown.  Well 
done!

Pre-Primary Rho: Henry Pham, Olivia Mai and Benjamin Khua Thang
Pre-Primary Chi: Angus Aung, Ivan Duong and Nicholas Palmer

Year 1 Rho: Ella Nguyen & Toby Kinner
Year 1 Chi:  Marina Hussein and Teodor Djokic 

Year 2 Rho:  Lilly Huynh & Anthony Le 
Year 2 Chi:  Jacinta Toak and Ashton Nguyen

Year 3 Rho: Angela Pham and Maliki Da Silva
Year 3 Chi: Paw Hser Hser Htoo and Roberto Simpson

Year 4 Rho: Ken Tran and David Siki
Year 4 Chi: Annabelle Watt and Hannah Drage

Year 5 Rho: Dominic Palmer and Thomas Andrews
Year 5 Chi: Kiyan Perera and Grace Ng

Year 6 Rho: Nathan Paul and Anabella Petkovski
Year 6 Chi: Grace Bemrose and Carol Ho

Year Eleven - Children, Family and Community
During Term Two, the Year Eleven Children, Family and Community students were given the task to plan, prepare, trial 
and evaluate a language experience for the Year One students. The Year Elevens had to consider the signi�cant cost of 
raising a child and how they could make their experience engaging  and educational with a budget of $10.  The 
students rationed their money and made sure to recycle scraps of felt where possible to ensure they do not run out of 
money. The Year Elevens  loved getting to know the Year One students and sharing their stories with them.
 
Ms Sophie Luck | Secondary Teacher

Year Eleven General Art
Congratulations to our Year Eleven General Art Students. 

Mrs Wilson’s Year Eleven Art General students Massa Sheri�, Sandy Nguyen, Nardos Tsegay and Katyln Carroll were 
selected to display their sculptures at this years 16th Annual St Georges Art Exhibition at St Georges Cathedral. This is 
a presitigious exhibition and for our students to be o�ered this experience it has been a very positive 
acknowledgement of their skills.

Mrs Arohanoa Mathews | Visual Arts Coordinator



ASPIRE 2018
Due to our ongoing partnership with the University of Western Australia, thirty Year Nine students had the opportunity 
to participate in the ASPIRE Race Around the Campus on Monday 25 June. The students were able to participate in a 
real life experience of a day in the life of a university student. Thank you to Miss Stephanie Guerrini for acompanying 
the students on the day.

Mrs Jennie Jago | Deputy Prinicpal

Murdoch University Science club workshops
On Wednesday 13 June and Wednesday 20 June Murdoch University’s education outreach team visited  our Science 
Club.  The two workshops undertaken were:
 
1. Blood stain pattern analysis
Using the same mathematical calculations as a forensic scientist, students

· analysed blood stain patterns to determine the area of convergence of the scene
· analysed blood drop shape to determine the angle of impact
· analysed blood drops to determine the area of the origin of the blood source to prove / disprove witness    
  statements.

 
2. Water rocket launching
By altering the volume of water in the rocket and the angle of inclination of the launching station students analysed 
the distance and height rockets �ew.
 
A great time was had by all.
 
Mrs Amanda Huke | Head of Science

VAC is Back! - Outside School Hours Care
YMCA Mercy OSHC is so excited to spread the news that our Vacation Care Program is coming back! Watch this space 
for our jam-packed September/October program, with 4 excursions per week and fun incursions for children aged 
4-12yrs.

Our program will be available for families to book in on the early bird rate of $70 from week 5, Term 3.
For more information please contact Alana on 0407 048 758 or mercy.oshc@ymcawa.org.au. 

We also have current vacancies for before & after school care. 



Year Eleven Business Conference
On Wednesday 27 June, our Year Eleven students visited Murdoch 
University to participate in a Business conference organised by Engaging 
Education. There were 225 students from 11 schools who attend the 
conference. We participated in workshops on:

 - Factors of Business Success and Failure
 - Finance
 - Innovation and Growth and
 - Recruitment and Selection.

Mercy College won the prize draw and Demelza Leonard from Boss Mode Radio will be coming to the College, to 
engage musically with our students. It was a great day to learn about business and marketing. Words of wisdom if you 
are going to start a business:

 - Have a business plan and goal
 - Set your values early
 - What is your point of di�erence?
 - Branding and target market should be your last priority
 - Be a team player, smile, be positive and develop your soft skills including your emotional and social intelligence.

 
Mrs Matthews and Mrs Jago 

Year Twelve Retreat 
The Year Twelve Residential Retreat at New Norcia from Wednesday 13 to Friday 15 June focused on the year group 
showing their true colours as individuals delved into who they are. Spiritually, students examined their conscience, 
dissolved their sins and celebrated Mass with College Chaplain, Fr Sam. 

Artistically students made masks and painted them in their own unique fashion. Emotionally, students explored their 
family relationships and re�ected on the letters written to them by their parents or guardians. One highlight was the 
a�rmations that students gave each other and some chose to write 200 "warm fuzzies" for every student, proving that 
new friendships have been made and the group have bonded as a year group. 

Retreat would not have been possible without Mrs Bogunovich (Head of Year Twelve) and the amazing team of sta� 
who gave up two nights with their own families: Ms Morgan, Mr Kiely, Ms Matthews, Ms Clark, Mr Gomes, Mr Oril, Ms 
Galea, Ms Franchina, Ms Busher, Ms Thaung, Ms Williams, Mr Pushpanathan,  Ms Gentelli-Pace, Mr Dunn, Mr Restifo, Ms 
Ward, Ms Sorrenti, Mr Coggin and Mr Swaab. It is an absolute privilege working with such dedicated sta� in a Catholic 
setting.

Mrs Melissa Cartner | Director of Mission

News from the CAVE
Congratulations to Rachel Knuckey who is a 2018 WA Training Award 
Finalist!

Rachel will compete against four other students in the School-Based 
Apprentice of the Year category at the Awards night on September 
28th.

In order to make the �nals Rachel completed a lengthy application 
form with assistance from the CAVE and attended an interview as a 
semi-�nalist over the school holidays.

If she is successful in winning her category she will not only win a 
monetary prize but also be an ambassador for Training WA and have 
the opportunity to attend the National Awards in November.

We are extremely proud of her and her exceptional e�orts in both her traineeship at NAB Bank and her schooling. She 
is already a wonderful ambassador for Mercy College.

Mrs Antonietta Scriva | Head of Vocational Education and Training
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Toby Thomas - Year Eight
During the school holidays Toby Thomas, of Year Eight Augustine Rho, was nominated to 
try out for East Perth Football Club 14's development squad. Toby was successful in  
making the �nal selection and will compete in the 2018 program.  Well done, Toby!


