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Economic 
downturn 
hits Nigerian 
middle class
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T
he downturn in the 
Nigerian economy 
is puncturing the in-
flated balloon of the 

so-called rising middle class. 
Behind the façade, behind 
the outward show of prosper-
ity, findings show that many 
middleclass Nigerians are cur-
rently walking a tight rope 
while merely keeping up with 
the Joneses.

As economic hardship con-
tinues to bite, manifesting in 
the form of shutdown of busi-
nesses, job losses, salary cuts, 
spiralling inflation and the 
attendant overall rise in the 
cost of living, many middle-
class households are finding it 
increasingly difficult to sustain 

T
here appears to be 
a standoff in Cross 
River State at the 
moment between 
the opposition All 

Progressives Congress (APC) 
and Governor Ben Ayade of 
the People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP), over alleged escalating 
insecurity in the once oil-
producing state.

The APC is accusing Ayade 

of endless junketing abroad 
while miscreants have taken 
over the state, saying that 
absence of meaningful gover-
nance is impacting negatively 
on the people of the state.

Cross River enjoyed the 

status of an oil producing state 
until a few years ago when it 
lost the privileges in a legal 
acrobatics that left indigenes of 
the state tongue-tied. The Oil 
wells in Bakassi were judicially 
awarded to Akwa Ibom State.

Having lost a huge revenue 
source, the state has since 
joined many other states in 
the country struggling to stay 
afloat. Governor Ayade, a for-
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Leaders must 
urgently 
address serious 
injustice in the 
land - Umunna

INSECURITY IN C/RIVER

…You must resign – Opposition
…No, you missed the mark – Governor
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...as many unable 
to maintain costly 
lifestyles
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Ayade, APC in verbal...
mer university don, BDSUN-
DAY gathered, believes that 
to take the state to the height 
he envisages may not be pos-
sible unless he woos foreign 
investors to the state, hence 
his perennial journey offshore.

However, the APC would 
have none of such excuses, 
preferring rather that either 
(that) the governor stays back 
home, look inwards, and come 
up with strategies on how to 
tame the dragon of insecurity 
in the state, or he should throw 
in the towel.

Speaking with BDSUN-
DAY, John Ochala, acting 
chairman of the APC in Cross 
River State, alleged that Gover-
nor Ayade should resign over 
his alleged inability to provide 
security for its indigenes and 
other nationals resident in 
the state. 

The party said in the past 
two weeks peace have been 
elusive and its hospitable peo-
ple now live in complete fear 
of wanton attack by criminal 
gangs who, unfortunately, 
have capitalised on “the com-

guaranteed the safety of their 
lives and property and so 
while we condemn these ne-
farious tendencies of criminals 
as well as communal violence 
by some rural communities in 
the state, we call on Governor 
Ben Ayade to show us gov-

ernance or, better still, resign 
in the overall interest of the 
people of the state.”

The APC chieftain further 
said: “If the House of Assem-
bly does not find areas to 
indict and impeach the gover-
nor, we wish to point to them 

plete absence of governance” 
of the PDP led by Ayade to 
wreak havoc.

Ochala, said: “Within the 
past one week, three promi-
nent sons of the state have 
been seized by dare-devil 
kidnappers who have taken 
control of parts of the state. A 
chieftain of the APC, Senator 
Patrick Ani, was abducted 
in his farm in Akpabuyo Lo-
cal Government Area last 
Wednesday; Ededem Ita, 
former special assistant on 
Labour was also abducted. 
Patrick Obasse, a local govern-
ment management staff in 
Etung was also kidnapped in 
Calabar.”

According to him, “only 
recently, dare-devil armed 
robbers and cultists held the 
peace of the state by the jugu-
lar, while robbers even operate 
in broad daylight. Wake of 
high scale cult clashes has left 
a river of blood on the streets 
of our towns. 

“As a party, with the time-
tested concern for responsible 
governance, we are sad that 
our people can no longer be 
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the quality of life they culti-
vated in the season of plenty. 
Conversely, many also appear 
unable to cut down on their 
expensive lifestyles and live 
in tune with current realities.

BDSUNDAY investigation 
reveals that many middleclass 
Nigerians who have been af-
fected by the massive layoffs 
that have happened in many 
companies in recent times, be 
they oil and gas workers, bank-
ers or other professions, have 
quickly slid into penury barely 
a few months after losing their 
jobs, unable to meet even their 
basic needs.

Our further inquiries reveal 
that a major reason for this 
ugly scenario is poor plan-
ning. While the times were 
good, most of these middleclass 
Nigerians maintained lav-
ish lifestyles without actually 
thinking about tomorrow. As 
the hammer descends on them, 
many of them soon discover 
that they have no investment 
to their names that can sustain 
them and their families, not to 
talk of maintaining the privi-
leged lifestyles they had always 
known, while others have 
unpaid debts from loans they 
took hanging like millstones 

that it escalated between 
2014 and 2015, especially the 
months preceding the 2015 
general elections. Following 
palpable fears and uncertain-
ties in the land over the out-
come of the elections, many 
middleclass men who had the 
means relocated their families 
abroad while they stayed back 
home, always sending money 
to maintain the families they 
have kept abroad.

While the economy fared 
well and the naira was stable 
against the dollar, it was a bit 
easier. But with the economic 
crunch and the freefall of the 
naira in the past months, sus-
taining this lifestyle has be-
come impossible for many. It is 
now a case of using devalued 
naira to pay for services in dol-
lars, pounds or euro.

James Ogala, a top shot at 
the head office of one of the top 
commercial banks in Lagos, had 
it all going well for him until 
that fateful Monday morning 
in February when his bank 
handed him a sack letter along-
side six other staff. Reason: the 
bank was downsizing in tune 
with the challenging economic 
realities. The shock of it all sent 
Ogala to the emergency sec-
tion of Lagos State University 
Teaching Hospital, Ikeja where 
doctors fought hard to save 

his life.
Ogala’s colleague who spoke 

to BDSUNDAY in confidence 
said the sick man, on receiving 
the sack letter, had slumped 
and was rushed to the hospital. 
According to the colleague 
who does not want his name 
in print, Ogala had applied for 
a loan from the bank and was 
hoping to use it to settle the 
£5,000 house rent of his family 
of four in Vauxhall, London. 
This was besides school fees 
and money for housekeeping.

On further inquiries, 
BDSUNDAY was told that 
Ogala’s wife, a qualified ac-
countant, was living as a full-
time housewife in London.

While as a banker on good 
salary, Ogala could afford to 
keep his family abroad, there 
are cases of some other Nigeri-
ans who are barely eking out a 
living, yet they relocated their 
families abroad whom they 
maintain with their meagre 
earnings.

The case of Ochuko Umu-
koro, a journalist who took 
his family to Berlin, Germany 
while on a six-month iWent 
Fellowship there and left them 
behind is pitiable. Umukoro, 
who on his return from Ger-
many floated an online news 

Continued from  page 1

that the governor has consis-
tently stayed out of the state 
for a period longer than what 
the constitution prescribes, 
without duly transmitting 
the reins of governance to 
his deputy.”

In what appears to be a 

direct reply to the threat raised 
by the APC, Governor Ayade, 
in an elaborate interview, 
explained the situation on 
ground and where his critics 
must have missed the mark.

See Governor’s full inter-
view on Page  16-17 

around their necks.
Some economic analysts 

who spoke to BDSUNDAY 
on conditions of anonymity 
compared these Nigerians 
with the country itself which 
earned so much oil wealth for 
many decades only to almost go 
broke once the oil prices began 
to plummet.

According to them, even 
though most of these work-
ers, especially those in the oil 
and gas sector, had earned fat 
salaries over the years, mostly 
in hard currency, they had 
probably failed to save or invest 
for the future owing to the 
expensive lifestyles they had 
been exposed to.

“These guys we are talking 
about, they all live in highbrow 
neighbourhoods, meaning that 
they have to cough out huge 
sums to pay for rent and sundry 
services. Their children are in 
some of the best schools, both 
locally and overseas, where 
the fees are quite exorbitant. 
Some of them maintain a fleet 
of cars as well as a retinue of 
domestic staff. And they have 
access to credit which most of 
them never failed to use. As 
such, in spite of the fat salary, 
they often are unable to set 
aside anything for the rainy 
day,” said one analyst.

“Another reason could be 

the lifestyle most of the multi-
nationals expose their staff to. 
You know, they have a way 
of spoiling their staff. They 
ensure you fly business class 
whenever you are on an as-
signment for the company; you 
stay in high-class hotels and 
enjoy other quality services at 
the company’s expense. Some 
of these staff get used to it and 
when they travel on their own, 
they want to enjoy the same 
services, only that this time 
they are paying from their 
pocket,” he added.

Ebi Tamuno, a former staff 
of one of the international oil 
companies, is a classic case. 
Barely a few days after he 
lost his job recently, he went 
broke. Our inquiries as to how 
someone who earned in hard 
currency could go broke just 
a few days after losing his job 
revealed that he was a contract 
staff and so was dismissed 
without any compensation. As 
a result, he had nothing to fall 
back on as he had no savings or 
investment.

Another oil worker (name 
withheld) who was laid off 
a few months back had the 
wisdom to make some savings 
as well as build a house which 
he rented out to tenants. Today, 
he is relying on his savings 
and rent collected from his 

tenants while looking out for 
something else to sustain him 
and his family.

Nwamaka Obi (not real 
name), who was a branch man-
ager at one of Nigeria’s new 
generation banks, was not so 
lucky. Sometime last year, Obi 
was sacked along with her hus-
band who worked in another 
branch of the bank. Within 
months they had exhausted 
their savings, and so both went 
out hunting for another job. 
While her husband, who was 
already in his early fifties, was 
unable to secure any job, Mrs. 
Obi was offered a job with a 
laughable salary compared 
with her previous pay package. 
The couple has since swal-
lowed their pride and taken 
their children to less expensive 
schools a bit far-off their imme-
diate neighbourhood.

BDSUNDAY further in-
vestigation also shows that 
another lifestyle that made it 
impossible for many of these 
middleclass Nigerians, espe-
cially men, to save for the rainy 
day was their habit of keeping 
and maintaining their fami-
lies overseas while they lived 
alone as ‘married bachelors’ in 
Nigeria.

While this trend had 
been ongoing for a long time, 
BDSUNDAY findings show 
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Nigerians begin countdown on 
Buhari’s administration

I
n what appears to be 
a reflection of the lev-
el of frustration being 
experienced by many 
Nigerians in the Muham-

madu Buhari administration 
coupled with apparent loss 
of confidence in the system, 
some citizens told BDSUNDAY 
that they had begun a count 
down on the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) government.

Speaking at a gathering 
in Lagos, a big player in the 
power sector expressed pes-
simism over the likelihood of 
a rebound in the economy in 
the next two years going by 
the level of “terrible state of 
affairs” in the country at the 
moment.

Dwelling specifically on 
the state of power, the ex-
pert said anybody hoping 
for something dramatic to 
come out from the DISCOs and 
GENCOs at the moment must 
be living in a fool’s paradise.

“The sector is deeply mired 
in crisis of humongous pro-
portion. The operators know 
about it and government also 
knows about it. It is a bad 
business for the operators and 
government also is not ready 
to do the things needed to turn 
things around. It may sound 
like a doom’s day prophecy but 
it is the truth that, no matter 
what anybody will tell you; 
no matter the promises any-
body can make, the goal post 
is very far. Yes, agreed that 
the activities of the militants 
on the pipelines is a big factor, 
there are other serious factors 
beyond pipeline vandalism,” 

the expert said.
Some other Nigerians who 

spoke with BDSUNDAY from 
Lagos, Abuja, Yola, Ogun and 
Oyo states, expressed sadness 
that Nigeria was taking a dan-
gerous drift in every aspect of 
the nation’s life.

They all pointed to what 
they described as “poor gov-
ernance” which, according 
to them, has foisted untold 
hardship upon many citizens.

According to the observ-
ers, the APC government has 
not fared well in its approach 
to the economy; escalating 
religious and ethnic hostilities 
across the country; resurgence 
of militancy, government’s 
obvious acts of nepotism, lack 
of fairness and equity in deal-
ing with different geo-political 
zones and what some critics 
perceive as hypocritical dis-
position of a government that 
claimed it had solutions to 
all challenges of the country 
when it played the opposition 
role in the last administration.

The observers also told 

BDSUNDAY that a govern-
ment that has frittered away 
one-year and two months and 
still carries on as if everything 
is alright is not likely to wake 
up from its slumber even in the 
next three years.

Caleb Amiwu, a consultant 
with a company in Lagos, said 
all that Nigerians should be 
doing now is to sincerely pray 
to God to see them through the 
remaining years of the Buhari 
administration as complaints 
would solve no problems.

“Honestly, life is getting 
tougher and tougher every 
day. Businesses are closing 
down. Companies are sacking 
their workers. Consultants are 
no longer getting jobs to do and 
when you do some jobs for 
people they can’t even pay be-
cause they have no money to 
do so. I know of some families 
where husbands and wives 
have lost their jobs in the last 
two months. Do you want 
to tell me that such families 
would have the right frame of 
mind to pray for the govern-

ment? I only advise fellow Ni-
gerians to go to God in sincere 
prayer to sustain them; as for 
seeing a change in the real 
sense of it; I doubt it so much,” 
the consultant who asked not 
to be named said.

Speaking with BDSUNDAY 
from Yola, Adamawa State, a 
public relations practitioner, 
said things were so tough that 
the typical Almajiris in the 
North are being hit by terribly 
hard times.

“I must tell you my brother 
that if elections should come 
today, I wonder if the results 
would follow the same pat-
tern of last year. You know, 
even the Almajiris that beg 
on the road and all over the 
place here no longer get any 
alms. People don’t have to 
eat let alone giving out. For 
instance, if somebody who 
used to give you N50 is now 
giving you N10, you know 
that things are no longer the 
same. The Almajiris here are 
bitter with the government; 
forget about the President 

being their brother. It was 
these people that voted for 
the APC at the election, we 
saw them then; they were 
the people who used to shout 
‘Sai Baba’; but today, the story 
has changed. They want the 
remaining four years to pass 
quickly so that another gov-
ernment will come on board,” 
the PR practitioner said.

A Lagos-based school pro-
prietress recounted her woes. 
According to her, “Two years 
ago, we secured a loan from 
our bank to erect a building for 
our secondary school. It was 
a gigantic three storey build-
ing. We paid off the loan in a 
flash because parents were 
paying their children’s school 
fees promptly; today we can’t 
even pay teachers’ salaries and 
you can’t borrow any money 
from the bank. The banks are 
not willing to give out loans 
again because they say they 
have no money; parents are no 
longer paying their children’s 
school fees.

“Things are very tough. 

There are parents with two, 
three children in our school 
and they have not paid for 
even one. These were those 
who used to pay promptly. 
Some of those parents have 
lost their jobs now and those 
doing business are no longer 
doing well. We just hope we 
will survive the remaining two 
years and eight months of this 
administration. I have never 
seen a thing like this before.”

A concerned member of 
the APC was quoted as saying 
that “the ugly development 
in the country, especially the 
non-implementation of the 
2016 Budget, the Executive-
Legislature impasse, are send-
ing wrong signals to the public 
that the party is not ready for 
governance.”

“As of today, the anger is 
palpable out there. In fact, the 
party leadership is concerned 
that the party is running out 
of time and may risk rejection 
at the next general election. 
It is a pity that many factors 
joined to cloud out the good 
plans the APC had before the 
election, even at the point 
of inauguration on May 29, 
2015. If you say that Nigerians 
are already tired of the party, 
I may not doubt it much be-
cause of their expectations and 
based on what was promised 
them. They had expected a 
big bang as soon as the new 
government came on board. 
It appears we did not seize the 
momentum. Honestly, I don’t 
blame them, but all I want to 
add is that ‘it is always darkest 
before the dawn’. We must 
keep hope alive,” the APC 
member further said.
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Poverty in the land:

Believers Connect birthed, offers 
hope to Christian singlesI

n a bid to bring hope to 
the growing number of 
mature Christian singles 
searching for Godly life 

partners without success, 
Godman Akinlabi, pastor 
and trainer-consultant, and 
Stephen Omojuyigbe, host 
of Deep Soul, a relationship 
talk show, have launched 
Believers Connect, a social 
networking site for Christian 
singles hopeful of marriage.

Speaking at the media 
launch, Godman Akinlabi, 
lead pastor, The Elevation 
Church, said it has become 
necessary for an immedi-
ate intervention in helping 
Christian singles find a Godly 
spouse with genuine inten-
tions towards marriage and 
keeping the values of mar-

riage as ordained by God. 
“Believers Connect was 

created to ease the stress and 
sometimes pain some single 
Christians go through while 
trying to find a worthy life 
partner. There are so many 
hard working, mature Chris-
tian men and women out 
there who have become lim-
ited in their choices as a result 
of their daily routine, mostly 
influenced by their job, busi-
ness or church engagements 

seling, family, parenting and 
life coaching. The library can 
be accessed once they sign up 
to Believers Connect,” Omo-
juyigbe said.

According to him, “The 
essence of Believers Connect 
is to bring Christian faithful 
who are single and commit-
ted to finding a spouse togeth-
er from all parts of the coun-
try. You don’t have to wait 
until you are in a position of 
desperation before joining 
the platform. For those who 
may feel downtrodden as a 
result of their long search 

for a spouse and desire for 
marriage, there is hope now 
for a true relationship and 
marriage with this platform.”

It can also be accessed on 
the web with an unlimited 
access to a digital library and 
resource for marriage coun-
seling and life coaching.

With over 20,000 active 
followers on facebook who 
are already getting connect-
ed, Believers Connect can be 
downloaded as a mobile ap-
plication on all android smart 
phones from the android play 
store.  

that are now desperate for a 
life partner. This is about to 
change with Believers Con-
nect,” he said. 

According to Akinlabi, the 
idea was born out of the need 
to connect Christians who 
desire a successful marriage, 
irrespective of how long they 
have been looking for a life 
partner with like minds. 

“We want people who 
have sacred values to be able 
to connect with people of 
similar values, belief system 
and mind set. Believers con-
nect is a veritable platform 

for singles to connect, make 
friends and eventually make 
informed decisions based on 
the people they meet to be 
able to choose a life partner,” 
he further explained.

Stephen Omojuyigb e, 
host, Deep Soul, explained 
that Believers Connect has 
a very comprehensive and 
robust digital library which 
sets it apart from all applica-
tions.

“A critical feature of the 
application is the unlimited 
access to a digital library and 
resource for marriage coun-

CHINWE AGBEZE 
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Y
ahaya Bello, gov-
ernor of Kogi State 
has said that his 
ad ministration 
would reorganise 

and reinvigorate the State 
Emergency Maintenance 
Agency (SEMA) so that it 
would bounce back to life.

Bello, who was represented 
by his Deputy, Simon Achuba, 
disclosed this in Government 
House, Lokoja, while having 
a stakeholders’ meeting with 
NEMA’s representatives and 
local government adminis-
trators.

He also noted the destruc-
tive effects of flooding, saying 
“there is nothing water cannot 
carry.”

According to him, “most of 
us here do not witness what 
we experienced in 2012; it was 
devastating. It is my prayer 
that all of you will be attentive 
to our guest.”

The governor further said 
that life that is not organised 
cannot be properly saved and 
cannot be well managed.  He 
said that when emergency is 
not well planned for, it cannot 
be managed.

Earlier in his address, 
Abdullahi Bamidele, deputy 
director, Facts and Rescue, 
NEMA, who

represented the Director-
General, Mohammed Sanusi, 
said that disaster management 
should be seen as a security 
matter, adding that it is also 
important to the vigilant be-
cause it is possible someone 
is going to have disaster at his 
backyard.

He urged the participants 
to take the crusade seriously 
because once they have tack-
led it they have achieved 
something. “We have men 
who are ready to move the 
state forward,” he said.

He stressed that there may 
not be too much rainfall, but 
large quantity of raindrop, 
adding that “when we were 
told in 2012 about the flood, 
we thought it was a joke. We 
need to prepare for it. The 
state was flooded not because 
there were heavy rainfall but 
the quantity was more than 
expected. All of us must do our 
part to see to the success of the 
campaign.

“Let me specially appeal to 
local government administra-
tors to carry the crusade to the 

grassroots in order to avert 
this year’s disaster.”

Bamidele also empha-
sised that the massage should 
be sustained even after the 
rainy season has gone, urging 
local government adminis-
trators and participants to 
use churches, market places 
and mosques as sensitisation 
points, adding that whichever 

VICTORIA NNAKIAIKE, Lokoja

way they can use to send the 
message across to the grass-
roots, they should do so.

 Kogi State Coordinator of 
the National Youth Service 
Corps (NYSC), Agatha Bolanle 
Olabanji, has called on the 
Federal Government to in-
crease the monthly allowance 
of corps members.

Olabanji, who made the 

call in Lokoja, the state capital, 
said that the monthly stipend 
which is 19,800 cannot fetch 
all their needs in a month.

She urged government 
do urgently do something in 
that regard to help the corps 
members.

The state NYSC boss also 
called on the state govern-
ment to renovate the dilapi-
dated orientation camp in 
Kogi.

“I call on the state gov-
ernment to assist us in the 
improvement of our orienta-
tion camps with facilities like 
fencing, accommodation and 
upgrading toilet facilities,” 
Olabanji said.                  She noted 
that if better facilities are put 
in place at the camp, it would 
go a long way to improving the 
activities of corps members.

She further decried the 
activities of insurgency in the 
North East and the militancy 
in the Niger Delta, stressing 
that most of the corps mem-
bers posted to the North East 
in particular had in most cases 
rejected their posting for fear 
of attack.      Olabanji also ex-
pressed the optimism that the

Federal Government ef-

forts is positively tackling 
the insurgency menace being 
experienced in the country, 
adding that as soon as the 
situation comes under control, 
members of NYSC will accept 
postings to every part of the 
country.

She hinted that NYSC 
scheme is the only institution 
in the country involved in 
unifying the nation, promot-
ing peace, unity and cultural 
orientation.

She disclosed that in spite 
of the challenges facing the 
NYSC, the vision of the pro-
gramme in unifying the vari-
ous ethnic groups in the coun-
try is still alive.

She equally noted that the 
scheme exposes the nation’s 
young graduates to the cul-
tural diversity of the people 
of Nigeria.

She maintained that the 
NYCS scheme has been reposi-
tioned for higher productivity, 
pointing out that members of 
the scheme are now being

trained on skills acquisi-
tion programme which is 
geared towards positioning 
them for self employment 
after their service year.

Kogi governor pledges to reinvigorate 
state’s emergency maintenance agency

Group decries role of 
Abia elders in Ikpeazu, 
Ogah tussle

Abia: Give peace a chance, 
kinsmen advise Ogah  

T
he Abia North District 
stakeholders have dis-
sociated themselves 
from what they de-

scribed as the inordinate am-
bition of Uche Ogah, their 
kinsman from the zone, 
whom they accused of trying 
to throw Abia State “into a 

state of anarchy through his 
attempted civilian coup d’état”.

In a six-paragraph com-
muniqué issued by the group 
at the end of their meeting 
at Ohafia Local Government 
Headquarters and read by 
Samuel Igwe, a professor 
and former Vice Chancellor 
of Abia State University, re-
solved that the controversial 
and contentious judgment of 

Okon Abang of the Federal 
High Court, Abuja Division, 
came to the group as a sur-
prise and calculated attempt 
to rock the boat of smooth 
sailing government of Gov-
ernor Okezie Ikpeazu.

The group said: “That the 
said judgment which was 
misconceived, unresearched 
and unknown to facts and 
law defeated all known prin-
ciples of justice.” That the 
group totally aligned itself 
with the judgment Lewis 
Allagoa of the Federal High 
Court ,  Owerri  D iv is ion 
which it claimed was well 
researched and reasoned 
both in facts and law thereby 
vindicating and absolving 
Ikpeazu of wrong doing with 
respect to his tax documents 
as presented before INEC.

The group also expressed 
its complete solidarity and 
absolute loyalty to the ad-
ministration of Ikpeazu and 
affirmed its faith in the Abia 
Charter of Equity as enunci-
ated by the founding fathers 
of the state which implied 
that the office of the gover-
nor should rotate among the 
three senatorial zones of the 
state.

UDOKA AGWU, UMUAHIA

Yahaya Bello, governor of Kogi State

Uche Ogah

A
bia Redemption 
Congress (ARC), a 
non-governmen-
tal organisation, 

has described as ignoble the 
role of Abia elders in the 
ongoing governorship tussle 
in Abia State involving in-
cumbent Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu and Uche Ogah, both 
of the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP).

In a statement signed 
by Sam Anyalewechi and 
Justice O. Ike, national co-
ordinator and exe cutive 
director (External Affairs), 
respectively, the group re-
called that Justice Okon 
Abang of the Federal High 
Court, Abuja, had on June 
27, 2016, ordered the Inde-
pendent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), to im-
mediately issue Certificate 
of Return to Ogah,  who 
polled the second highest 
number of votes in the PDP 
governorship primaries.

“But the Abia elders who 
conveyed an emergency 

meeting on the political 
development in the state 
declared their support for 
Ikpeazu, and described the 
court Order as reckless,” ARG 
recalled.

It also said that it was dis-
turbing that these group of 
Abuja elders who “stood idly 
for long while Abia people 
suffered, have contrived to 
sit in judgment over God’s 
anointed judicial pronounce-
ment on Abia State”.

“There is an Igbo idiom 
that an elder does not stand 
by while the goat delivers 
her new born in tethers. This 
group of Abuja elders stood 
idly by for so long and suf-
fered the people to rape and 
destruction without lifting a 
finger,” it added.

The statement further said 
that “today Ogah faces Abia 
elders that will rather cavort 
and protect their bloated egos 
and pecuniary interests than 
postulate solutions to how 
civil servants in Abia can get 
their eight months unpaid 

salaries- forgery and perjury 
means nothing to them as 
that has been their way of 
life,” it adds.

He said that it is only in 
this clime that our elders 
who had fleeced the people 
all their lives are junketing 
all over the country, imputing 
ethnic and spurious reason 
as to why Ikpeazu should 
continue in office.

“Let it be placed on record 
that the struggle to free Abia 
from the clutches of these 
leeches is without boundary. 
That is why the contention 
that Old Bende people have 
come to rob Ukwa-Ngwa peo-
ple of their mandate this time 
should be discountenanced.

“Uche Ogah’s campaign 
defied such ethnic sentiments 
because he connected easily 
to everyone with the sheer 
force of his development 
agenda for Abia State as con-
tained in his own epistle titled 
‘My Quest’ backed by proven 
integrity in industrial and 
people building”.
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News 

C
i t i e s  a l o n g  t h e 
coastal line in La-
gos are at the brink 
of being overrun 
by flood as a result 

of climate change and rise in 
sea level which are the major 
risk of cities such as Lagos, en-
vironmentalists have warned.

The observation was made 
by the lead resource person, 
Ibidun Adelekan and others, 
at the Coastal Cities at Risk 
(CCaR) capacity workshop 
for media professionals with 
the theme ‘Building Capacity 
towards Effective Commu-
nication and Agenda-setting 
for Enhancing Resilience to 
Climate Change’ held in Lagos.

The Director-General (DG) 
Federal Radio Corporation of 
Nigeria (FRCN), Mansur Li-
man, represented by the DG 
National Broadcast Academy 
(NBA), Abiola Ajibola, said 
human activities are largely 
responsible for climatic con-
ditions of coastal cities like 
Lagos, and to claim ignorance 
of these activities will be ab-
solutely unfortunate.

Ac c ording to the D G 
FRCN, “ we would be taken 
as a bunch of people of lower 
intelligence should we refuse 
to act promptly when we are 
supposed to act because the 
implications are enormous, 
and we do not as a people 

want to wait to that level 
before we take actions, hence, 
the workshop to build capac-
ity of journalists towards 
reporting the environment.

Ibidun,  in  her  pap er 
presentation, said capacity 
building is very important 
for journalists in their report-
age of human activities as it 
relate to the environment as 
such actions will help develop 
low line coastal cities with 
improved actions based on 
deliberation.

Speaking on the role of the 
media in disaster manage-
ment and what journalists can 
do to help solve the problem 
of flood in Lagos, Adeyinka 
Laninhun of the Depart-
ment of Communication and 
Language Art, University of 
Ibadan, said risk communica-
tion, agenda-setting and resil-
ience are the basic concepts 
for effective reportage of flood 
in Lagos.

Risk communication ac-
cording to Laninhun involves 
exchange or interactions that 
have to do with adaptation of 
the situation. Agenda-setting 
is about the media trying to 
help the people think about 
what to do about the environ-
ment, especially during flood 
while resilience is the capac-
ity to withstand damage in 
weather situation.

This involves helping the 
community to adapt and re-

cover from a possible disaster, 
and such resilience is not 
static according to Laninhun, 
rather “they keep revolving 
to situations and conditions 
at hand.”

“Therefore, journalists 
should inform the people 
before, during and after a 
disaster,” she advised. Round-
ing off her presentation, she 
Albert Einstein, saying, “We 
shall need a substantially new 
way of thinking if humanity 
is to survive”.

Climate change is a global 
challenge that is not just lim-

SALAU SEYI JOHN

ited to Lagos alone, but be-
cause of the strategic nature of 
Lagos as the only megacity on 
the coast of Africa with about 
180 km stretch of coastal 
line accounting for about 20 
percent of the total coastline 
in Nigeria according to the 
2012 report of the Lagos State 
Ministry of Environment.

The report also revealed 
that most diseases requiring 
hospital admission in Lagos 
are water-borne which are 
often exacerbated by flooding 
as a result of indiscriminate 
disposal of municipal solid 

waste (MSW) into water chan-
nels thereby blocking water-
ways in the city.

In his reaction to the chal-
lenges posed to the state by 
MSW, Babatunde Adejare, 
Commissioner for Environ-
ment, Lagos State, said the 
Lagos State Government has 
cleared over 200 canals in the 
city in its pre-rain, during rain 
and after-rain preparations 
towards making Lagos safe 
against flood.

The workshop, according 
to Adejare coincided with 
the annual tree planting cam-

paign of the state government 
usually celebrated every July 
14th of each year to sensitise 
Lagosians on the importance 
of tree planting.

According to him, over 6 
million trees have been plant-
ed by the state government 
with a target of 10 million 
trees by the year 2020. Ac-
cording to the commissioner, 
600,000 trees were planted 
Thursday, July 14, 2016, say-
ing the state government will 
henceforth, strictly enforce 
the physical planning laws in 
Lagos in order to safeguard 
the city.

The CCaR research which 
started in 2011 was launched 
in December 2013, to look 
into the challenges posed to 
coastal cities like Lagos with 
about 70 percent of its popula-
tion estimated to live in slums. 
Also, the waves, strong winds 
are among reasons pushing 
sea level inward the wetland 
with a maximum wind gust 
that said to be on the increase 
since 1981.

Pius Osemwegie, immedi-
ate past DG of NBA, in his 
closing remarks and vote of 
thanks said, all his years as a 
sports commentator he never 
had such a workshop to be 
trained rather he was trained 
on the job, urging participants 
at the workshop to make 
good use of the knowledge 
acquired.

Lagos coastline at risk of being 
overrun by flood, experts warn

L-R: Kayode Fadahunsi, managing director, Capital Market, United Capital Plc; Kabiru Tsoho head, State Debt Man-
agement; Abdul-Hameed Ibrahim, commissioner for Finance; Tokunbo Ajayi, CEO United Capital Trustees; Ibrahim 
Hassan Dankwambo, governor of Gombe State;   Bunmi Akinremi, DG/CEO, United Capital Plc, and Rotimi Balogun, 
MD/CEO, Boston Advisory Limited, during the Extra-Ordinary General Meeting of Bondholders of the Gombe State 
N20 billion Fixed Rate (Series 1) Bond in Lagos, recently.

Institute advocates alternative dispute 
resolution in industrial conflicts  

T
he Nigerian Institute 
of Chartered Arbitra-
tors has called on all 
organisations and in-

dustries in Nigeria to embrace 
alternative dispute resolution 
as an effective and efficient 
means of resolving conflicts.

This call is coming at a time 
when progressive develop-
ment in dispute resolution 
through arbitration has been 
recorded globally in both 
international and domestic 
trade, finance, commerce and 
investments.

Speaking during the annu-
al conference of the Nigerian 
Institute of Chartered Arbitra-
tors in Lagos, Mike Igbokwe, 
founder and principal/senior 
counsel, Mike Igbokwe (SAN) 
& Co., stressed the need for all 
stakeholders to imbibe arbi-
tration in dispute settlement.

“Parties are looking for 

IFEOMA OKEKE easier, cheaper and faster 
ways of resolving their dis-
putes and arbitration offers 
a less expensive and lesser 
time of resolving conflicts 
globally,” he said.

I g b o k w e  f u r t h e r  e x -
plained that arbitration pro-
motes economic growth and 
direct investments, adding 
that it encourages privacy 
and confidentiality, unlike 
court proceedings that are 
open to the press and the 
public.

He noted that for arbitra-
tion to succeed in Nigeria, 
practitioners need to embrace 
international best practic-
es, adding that joint efforts 
should be made by stake-
holders to reduce the cost of 
arbitration in Nigeria.

Hassan Bello, executive 
secretary, Nigerian Shippers 
Council (NSC), who was rep-
resented by Samuel Vongtau, 

director, legal, NSC, said ship-
ping transactions can trigger 
a lot of disputes and delay in 
resolving the issues can cause 
financial loss.

“In 2015, more than half 
of the disputes in the Nige-
rian Shippers Council were 
settled through mediation. 
The council recorded 125 
cases, 62 resolved through 
alternative dispute resolu-
tion, 56 are still pending, 
while 4 went for litigation,” 
said Vongtau.

According to him, these 
records only show that al-
ternative dispute resolution 
has become a preferred dis-
pute mechanism, especially 
in modern-day commercial 
transactions where speedy 
resolution of dispute is es-
sential.

F ab i a n  A j o g w u ,  v i c e 
president of the institute, 
condemned the act of ex-

porting home-generated dis-
putes that could be settled 
within the country outside 
the country.

“The time has come to 
reverse the trend of settling 
Nigerian disputes in other 
countries. In reversing the 

trend, we need to appoint 
qualified arbitrators in Nige-
ria to settle disputes, applying 
best practices,” Ajogwu said.

L-R: Babatunde Adejare, commissioner for Environment Lagos State; Abiola Ajibola, DG FRCN representative; Adey-
inka B. Laninhun and the lead resource person; Ibidun Adelekan, Dept. of Geography University of Ibadan.



News 

One country, two laws

A
s the Nigeria Em-
ployers’ Consulta-
tive Association 
(NECA) was pre-

paring to receive its guests 
and members at its 59th an-
nual general meeting (AGM) 
Friday, the General Secretary 
of the National Union of Elec-
tricity Employees (NUEE), Joe 
Ajaero, who claims to be the 
leader of a splinter group of 

Ajaero leads picket action, disrupts 
NECA annual meeting

IHEANYI NWACHUKWU

...As FG’s different stands on Buratai, Ihejirika/Minimah send wrong signals

...Analysts say anti-corruption war under threat 

Nigerian Labour Congress 
(NLC), led a picket action 
against NECA.

He and his comrades, who 
include officials of NUPENG 
barricaded the NECA’s House 
two entrances with a petrol 
tanker vehicle and a passen-
ger bus.

In spite of the presence 
of the Police, who behaved 
and acted helplessly, Ajaero 
and his comrades unleashed 
mayhem on the entire neigh-

state.
He also sees the Ajae-

ro-led action as a wrong 
message being sent to the 
investing world on the in-
security of investment in 
Nigeria and the inability of 
the government to protect 
enterprise and employers 
right.

While assuring its mem-
bers that NECA’s voice would 
not be silenced by intimida-
tion and rule of the jungle, 

Oshinowo affirmed that the 
organisation would always 
respect and stand on the side 
of principles and rule of law 
in its engagement with the 
social partners.

He expressed his disap-
pointment on the current 
state of Industrial Relations in 
Nigeria and enjoins appropri-
ate authority to prosecute the 
promoters of the rogue union 
in the interest of Industrial 
Harmony.

bourhood.
They did not allow any 

person to gain entrance or 
exit into the NECA House. 
Eventually, in the interest of 
the security of NECA guests, 
NECA had to postpone its 
AGM.

O l u s e g u n  O s h i n o w o , 
director general of NECA 
while addressing journal-
ists Friday, pointed out the 
implications of the “das-
tardly act” by a union “that 

is not recognised in law” is 
a descent of industrial rela-
tions practice and industrial 
harmony into disorderliness 
and the dispensation of law-
lessness; loss of confidence 
in the ability of the Nigerian 
Police to protect the rights 
of citizens and guaranty 
their security; and  toler-
ance of union immunity 
to cover an otherwise case 
of blatant criminality that 
requires prosecution by the 
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W
h i l e  a p -
p l a u d i n g 
the latest 
o r d e r  b y 
President 

Muhammadu Buhari for 
further investigation of De-
fence administration that 
includes that of Azubike Ihe-
jirika and Kenneth Minimah 
over equipment procurement 
scandal, observers have how-
ever, expressed disappoint-
ment that presidential atten-
tion has not been so given to 
Tukur Buratai, current Chief 
of Army Staff (COAS), who is 
reported to have bought two 
properties worth $1.5million 
in Dubai, the United Arab 
Emirates.

The Committee on Audit 
of Defence Equipment Pro-
curement (CADEP) headed 
by Jon Ode, Air Vice Marshal, 
which submitted its third in-
terim report to President Bu-
hari last week, recommended 
further investigations, which 
the President immediately 
approved.

According to Ode, the total 
amount spent for procure-
ment and operations within 
the period was over N185 
billion with another sum of 
685.3 million dollars, add-
ing that the Nigerian Army 
contracts, awarded by the 
Ministry of Defence for the 
period under review, were 
often awarded without sig-
nificant input from end-user 
(Nigerian Army).

Adoghe Aletor, Abuja-
based political analyst, told 
BDSUNDAY that the Presi-
dent desires to “look into 
the book” of Defence spend-

ing under the stated period 
which includes the regime 
of former Chiefs of Army 
Staff, Azubike Ihejirika and 
Kenneth Minimah, who are 
Generals, would have been 
wholeheartedly welcome if 
the President had given same 
attention to Tukur Buratai’s 
corruption allegation.

Reacting to media report 
that the Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) has sealed the Abuja 
office of First Group, a real 
estate development com-
pany that allegedly aided 
Buratai’s Dubai properties, 
he asks: “Why are we divert-
ing attention from the main 
case about Buratai? If the 
company is very corrupt as 
we are now trying to divert 
attention to, is that the real 
issue? Did the company force 
the man to join them in the 

corruption? Are we trying 
to say the army chief was 
scammed into paying N120 
million in one day from Skye 
Bank? EFCC should investi-
gate Burutai first”.

Prominent Nigerians like 
Femi Falana, a senior advocate 
of Nigeria (SAN), and groups 
like Afenifere have also been 
urging the Federal Govern-
ment, particularly the (EFCC), 
to investigate Tukur Buratai 
over the alleged purchase 
of $1.5million properties in 
Dubai, with no response so far 
from the presidency.

Yinka Odumakin, public-
ity secretary, pan Yoruba so-
cial cultural group, Afenifere, 
said the Buratai’s mansion in 
Dubai which the administra-
tion is playing down by put-
ting up explanation that the 
COAS bought the properties 

with his savings, would be 
the greatest dent on President 
Buhari’s anti corruption war, 
if successfully covered.

“The defence the army 
put up for him is so silly to be 
believed outside the barracks. 
All the earnings of Buratai 
since he joined the army, if 
all were saved, cannot buy a 
house in Dubai, let alone two. 
The army also exposed itself 
as a lying institution when 
it said Buratai was never in 
charge of procurement in 
writing. The investigation 
should make Buratai to let 
the country know that he 
did other businesses to buy 
the property in question so 
that the integrity of the anti-
corruption war can be intact,” 
he said.

He explained that Nigeri-
ans are also asking the wrong 

questions by primarily focus-
sing on how the COAS got 
the money to buy expensive 
properties in Dubai, saying 
that the heart of the Bura-
tai’s corruption allegation is 
that the Nigeria Army law 
does not allow him to own 
property outside the country, 
while still in service.

“According to the Nige-
rian Army law, high rank-
ing military officers are not 
permitted by law to buy 
property abroad, operate 
foreign account, or marry 
foreign woman while still in 
service; and this is the law 
Buratai primarily violated, 
before the question of where 
he got money to buy the 
properties. The only officers 
that can operate foreign ac-
counts are officers who are 
on special assignment abroad 

and must close such account 
immediately the purpose is 
served. This is the primary 
issue hanging on the neck of 
Buratai,” he told BD SUNDAY.   

Opeyemi Agbaje, a Lagos-
based public policy analyst, 
expressed fears that govern-
ment’s foot-dragging on Bu-
ratai’s matter may endanger 
the anti-corruption crusade 
of the Buhari administration.

“Even the anti-corruption 
effort, is obviously subject to 
ethnic, partisan and regime 
considerations. The way the 
government rushed to exon-
erate Army Chief of accusa-
tions that he owned proper-
ties in Dubai at the same time 
others were being hounded 
based on similar allegations 
has done no small damage 
to the regime’s credibility,” 
Agbaje observed.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

Buratai Ihejirika Minimah



News 

T
he re c ent move 
by the House of 
Representatives to 
confer immunity 
on the four presid-

ing officers of the National 
Assembly is causing ripples 
within the rank and file of the 
Legislative arm.

Some of the lawmakers 
of All Progressive Congress 
(APC) extraction, who spoke 
at the weekend who were 
allegedly silenced during 
the heated debate on the bill 
sponsored by the Minority 
Leader, Leo Ogor (PDP-Delta), 
openly disassociated them-
selves from the unilateral 
powers invoked by Speaker 
Yakubu Dogara after the 
rowdy session.

Olufemi Adebanjo (APC-
Lagos) who expressed dis-
pleasure over the proposed 
legislation told Legislative 
Correspondents that “major-
ity of us did not want it (im-
munity clause).”

Similarly, Alagbaso af-
firmed that the passage of the 
immunity bill through second 

reading does not reflect the 
true position of majority of 
the lawmakers.

“That it took place does not 
mean that all of us support it 
but at the end of the day it will 
be subjected to public debate,” 
adding that all the members 
cannot take such sensitive 
piece of legislation ‘hook and 
sinker.’

The lawmakers spoke dur-
ing the post-legislative press 
briefing held by the House 
Committee on Media and 
Public Affairs, chaired by 
Abdulrasak Namdas (APC-
Adamawa).

However, a member of the 
Peoples Democratic Party, 
Kehinde Ayoola (PDP-Ekiti) 
did not mince words on the 
hard stance of those lawmak-
ers who are ready to ruffle 
feather with the Executive in 
its course to stem corruption 
in the system.

“Even if the immunity bill 
is passed, the incumbent can-
not enjoy it and don’t forget 
that democracy grows. If the 
essence of immunity is to 
shield away from distraction 
and the judiciary enjoys that 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA, Abuja

Nigerians and other lawmak-
ers who feel otherwise will be 
given ample opportunity to 
make input when the Special 
Adhoc Committee on Consti-
tutional Amendment chaired 
by Deputy Speaker, Yussuff 
Lasun commence work.

He further argued that the 
proposed immunity clause 
for the presiding officers of 
the two chambers should 
not be misconstrued as op-
posing President Buhari’s 
anti-corruption crusade.

“I think when you read 
papers, people are reporting 
as if we have given ourselves 
immunity already. It is good 
we put this thing in proper 
perspective. We have a spe-
cial adhoc committee on the 
matter. Though when this 
issue came up it was hotly 
debated and it was not as if 
the entire House agreed to 
it. There are people against 
and for it, and it has not been 
concluded.

“It is for the committee on 
constitution review to take 
the same process, the bill may 
go or be dropped. I think we 
should understand that the 
procedure to amend the con-
stitution is not simply a yes 
or no issue, as it will be thor-
oughly taken and debated”, 
Namdas stated.

On his part, Jonathan 
Gaza, deputy chairman House 
Committee on Media and 
Publicity noted that the fate 
of the bill will be determined 
by two-third of the National 
Assembly as well as all the 
36 state Houses of Assembly 
before it would finally be 
passed into law.

Reps: Immunity clause for National 
Assembly spur fresh crisis

Economic downturn hits ...  
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platform and prides himself as 
a publisher, is in on the verge 
of losing paternity of his two 
children for failing for the first 
time in six years to pay for their 
upkeep.

“My madam reported me 
to the social welfare people 
because I have not sent money 
to them since January. It is 
not easy to pay €700 (about 
N300,000) rent every month 
and still send them money 
for upkeep. I will not steal, the 
online thing is not a cash cow,” 
he laments.

While Umukoro is lament-
ing, Emeka Ozoenyi, an engi-
neer with a telecom major in 
Lagos, is borrowing from fam-
ily members and friends to pay 
his mortgage in Manchester, 
United Kingdom, to ensure a 
roof over the head of his family 
living there.

“It is obvious I am well paid 
here, but nothing remains 
at the end of the month af-
ter settling my family bills in 
Manchester, especially mort-
gage. The previous payment 
plan was convenient for me, 
but with N320 to £1, I have a 
deficit of about £850 to pay 
every month excluding family 
upkeep. I have managed to pay 
in the last four years, but I may 
be losing my entire savings and 
investment if care is not taken,” 
Ozoenyi tells BDSUNDAY.

But analysts are querying 
the rationale behind keeping 
a family abroad at such a high 
cost when they can conve-
niently live in Nigeria?

BDSUNDAY investigation 
reveals that 60 percent of Ni-
gerians that maintain families 
abroad are doing so as a status 
symbol, just so they could brag 
to their friends and colleagues 
that “my family is in the US”; 
30 percent do so because of 
the quality of education and 
health care over there, while 
10 percent took advantage of 
the opportunity they had while 
studying, working or living 
abroad.

Investigation also reveals 
that about 72 percent of Ni-
gerian mothers staying with 
their children abroad are lazy 
because of the free upkeep 
from their husbands in Nigeria. 
Some with good certificates 
or skills hardly make efforts 
to get jobs under the guise of 
having time to take care of their 
children, which most husbands 
here approve.

But with the economic re-
alities in the country today, a lot 
are beginning to tell themselves 
the truth as only a living person 
can caress his/her status.

“It is survival first. I have 
told my wife to prepare and 
come back with our youngest 
child and let the older two stay 
till after their university. If she 
insists on staying back, I will 
write to the German govern-

ment to declare me bankrupt 
and she as an adult will suffer it 
and not the children,” Umukoro 
explains.

Ozoenyi is encouraging his 
wife, a qualified architect, to get 
a job in Manchester, work to 
augment family earnings and 
also offset the mortgage.

“If my children were not 
almost finishing college over 
there, I would simply have 
asked everybody to return, 
rewrite the mortgage contract, 
though I will lose great sum, 
but at least I will have peace 
of mind here in my house. I 
cannot continue to pay almost 
£1,000 every month unless 
my company increases my sal-
ary and allowance. But that is 
difficult when companies are 
downsizing,” Ozoenyi says.

But Ogala’s family is likely 
going to suffer as the bread-
winner is still down in the 
hospital. Even if the recently 
sacked banker recovers from 
his fainting, there are many 
bills to pay and now with 
more limited income. As the 
doctor suggests, Ogala’s wife 
has to become the breadwin-
ner if she wants the family to 
stay in the London’s pricey 
Vauxhall or relocate the chil-
dren to Nigeria to forestall fur-
ther expense in hard currency 
as it does not appear that the 
very weak naira is going to 
gain strength anytime soon.

For those who see main-
taining family abroad as a 

status symbol and are passing 
through pains now to do so, 
Olabode Fadahunsi, a psychol-
ogist, suggests Banana Island in 
Lagos, Maitama in Abuja and 
even neighbouring African 
countries as alternatives to 
their quest for foreign spice.

And for those who cite 
quality education and health-
care as reasons for using their 
savings to maintain families 
abroad, Fadahunsi says there 
are good schools here as well as 
well-equipped, better-run and 
highly maintained hospitals in 
the country.

“Why pay £50,000 on hos-
pital bills abroad and still die af-
terwards? Why pay £5,000 per 
session in a UK college when 
same quality here is cheaper?” 
Fadahunsi asks.

H o w e v e r,  M a t t h e w 
Otuechere, a Nigerian doctor 
who opened a hospital in Aba, 
Abia State, after 20 years of 
practice in Maryland, United 
States of America, summaris-
es the issue thus: “While we 
speak, thousands of Nigerians 
are in US embassy in Lagos 
and Abuja seeking visas to 
relocate their families to US 
and Canada. It is beyond qual-
ity education and healthcare. 
It is more of a status symbol 
and until we as black people 
conquer that inferiority from 
within, we will keep suffering 
to maintain costly lifestyles at 
the expense of well-being.”

Continued from page 2

and the executive enjoys that, 
as it stands now we are being 
distracted.

“The leadership of the 
House ought not to be dis-
tracted but to concentrate 
more. It is supposed not to be 
so. What we are seeing now 
is a distraction to us as a third 
arm of government. It will get 
to a point if a principal officer 
is in court, we will decide not 
to sit and be in court because 
injury to one is injury to oth-
ers. So that is the position. If 

that immunity is there will 
be no basis for distraction,” 
he said.

However, the committee 
reminded that it would re-
quire two third concurrence 
by the state Houses of Assem-
bly to get it passed, insisting 
that the bill be given a chance

Namdas who eventually 
turned to umpire of the show, 
noted that the passage of the 
bill through second reading 
does not mean that the pro-
cess has been concluded, as 

Nigerian Breweries confirms receipt 
of CPC planned investigation about 
beer consumption  

N
igerian Breweries Plc 
Friday confirmed 
that it is now in re-
ceipt of a notification 

on the commencement of in-
vestigation from the Consum-
er Protection Council (CPC) on 
the “veracity of claims regard-
ing the health benefits of beer 
consumption” and mandating 
the company to back up state-
ments made about beer at the 
3rd Nigerian Beer Symposium, 
which recently held in Lagos 
with the theme “Beer and 
Culture”.  

Nigerian Breweries told 
the Nigerian Stock Exchange 
community in a letter signed 
by Kufre U. Ekanem, Corpo-
rate Affairs Adviser, Nigerian 
Breweries plc that “the Nige-
rian Beer Symposium is an 
annual platform created to 
share available and scientifi-
cally verifiable knowledge on 
beer with our stakeholders, 
allow robust debate on same 
and reinforce our message 
of moderate and responsible 
consumption.”

As a responsible corporate 
citizen, Nigerian Brewer-
ies noted that it recognizes 
that drinking is a matter 
of personal choice “and we 
have a heritage of advocating 
responsible consumption of 

alcohol.”
According to Nigerian 

Breweries, “In the past two 
years, the Nigerian Beer Sym-
posium has enabled experts 
in different fields to share 
evidence-based knowledge 
on the nutritional, health and 
lifestyle benefits of beer when 
consumed in moderation. 
Simultaneously, each sympo-
sium discusses the risks that 
come with abuse of beer or 
other alcohol for the consumer 
and for the society. This in-
formation on beer is in the 
public domain and can easily 
be confirmed.”  

It further stated that “No 
brand claims were made at 
the 3rd Nigerian Beer Sym-
posium because, by design, 
the discussions thereat are 
not about specific brands nor 
their particular attributive 
values. Rather, the sessions 
discuss the beer category as 
a whole and create space for 
the presentation of verifiable 
facts on beer we believe our 
stakeholders should be aware 
of. Beyond inviting the subject 
matter experts and creating 
the platform, we do not influ-
ence the contents and thrusts 
of their presentations at the 
symposia. We also do not issue 
press releases nor teleguide 
the media coverage for the 
symposia thereafter.” 

IHEANYI NWACHUKWU



L-R: Oladele Sotubo, executive director, Investments, Stanbic IBTC Pension Managers Ltd, Olubiyi 
Adesina; Consultant Endocrinologist, Federal Medical Center, Abeokuta, Head, Business Development, 
Nike Bajomo, Stanbic IBTC Pension Managers Ltd, and Benji Oteri, deputy director, FCT Administration, 
during a pre-retirement seminar organized by Stanbic IBTC Pension Managers Limited in Abuja

L-R:  Oluwatoyin Popoola, director, accounts, Lagos State Parks and Gardens (LASPARK); Bolanle 
Ambode, wife of Lagos State Governor; Adebimpe Akinsola special adviser to the governor on arts 
& culture; Titi Anibaba, former managing director, LASPARK, and Ibiyemi Bello, wife of the secretary 

L-R: Aisha Hamad, head, consumer and privilege banking, Diamond Bank; Binta Joy Ogun, winner of 
Diamond Xtra  mid - year promo; Ibikunle Ajose, Chief of Staff, 9 Brigade Headquarters, Nigerian Army, 
Ikeja Cantonment, and Ostia Ede, head, mass market segment, Diamond Bank plc. at the season 8 
mid-year draw for Diamond Xtra Account at Ikeja Cantonment in  Lagos

Rivers State Governor, Nyesom Ezenwo Wike with students of the Birabi Memorial Grammar School, 
Bori 

L-R: Biyi Sangowawa, project manager, General Electric Rockson Engineering Nigeria; Nasir El-Rufai, 
governor, Kaduna State and Babatunde Fashola, minister of power, works and housing, during the 
inspetction of a power plant project in Kaduna 

L-R: Foyinsola Oyebola, MTNF Staff; Williams Itodo, representing of The executive governor of Benue 
State, and Akange Audu, representing Senator George Akume, at the ongoing Distribution of the 
Hearing Aid Support Project Initiated  by MTN Foundation in Benue State.
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L-R: Olu Delano, head, consumer sector cibclient coverage, Stanbic IBTC Bank; Madhukar Khetan, 
chief operating officer, Dufil Prima Foods Plc; Kobby Bent-Enchill, head, debt capital markets, Stanbis 
IBTC Capital, Adhi Narto, COO/ executive director, Dufil Prima Foods Plc at the 30 Billion Naira 
Domestic Paper Issuance Programme Establishment signing ceremony between  Dufil Prima Foods 
Plc and Stanbic IBTC Bank in Lagos. 

L-R: Musa Mohamed, member Bauchi State House of Assembly; Saidu Abubakar Kadas, representative, 
ATBUTH Bauchi State; Mr. Mafang Apinta, the dealer account, executive secretary, MTN Foundation 
Bauchi State; Sani Isa, chairman Bauchi State Chapter, Nigerian National Deaf Association, at the 
ongoing MTN Foundation’s hearing aid distribution in Bauchi state.
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D
eplorable con-
dition of Fed-
eral Roads in 
Abia State has 
stifle d c om-

merce in Aba, the state’s 
commercial hub, touted 
to be the Japan of Africa, 
because of the entrepre-
neurial acumen of the 
residents.

Aba is centrally locat-
ed and accessible from 
Owerri, Imo State capi-
tal, Ikot-Ekpene, Akwa 
Ibom State, Port Harcourt, 
capital city of Rivers State, 
Calabar, Cross River State 
and Umuahia, Abia State 
capital. Aba is crucial to 
the economic develop-
ment of Abia State, hence 
the state government’s 
investment in infrastruc-
ture, especially road. The 
ongoing urban renewal 
of Aba, is geared towards 
opening up the commer-
cial city, to make it more at-
tractive to patrons within 
and outside the country, 
that daily throng the city.

This is also as the state 
government is discussing 
with the African Devel-
opment Bank (AfDB) to 
support the reconstruction 
of Port Harcourt road, and 
other roads in Aba.

Also heartwarming is 
that the effort of Theodore 
Orji, who represents Abia 
Central senatorial zone in 
the Senate and other Abia 
legislators at the National 
Assembly, to ensure that 
Federal Roads in the state 
are rehabilitated, is begin-
ning to pay off.

This Fe deral  Roads 
Maintenanc e Agency 
(FERMA) and Ministry of 
Niger Delta Affairs have 
penciled down some roads 
in the state for rehabilita-
tion. A recent advertorial 
by the agencies, indicated 
that maintenance and re-
pairs are to be directed at 
the critically failed sec-
tions of Umuahia-Ariam-
Ikot Ekpene Road in Abia 
State, in the phase 1 of 
FERMA intervention proj-
ects for 2016, while the 
rehabilitation of Egbelu-
Adaelu Road, off the Aba 
section of the Enugu-Port 
Harcourt Expressway, was 
captured in the Phase 2 of 
FERMA proposed projects.

On the other hand, 
Ministry of Niger Delta 
in its 2016 capital projects 
listed consultancy services 
for civil works on Orie 
Ngodo-Lamara Road in 
Umunnochi LGA, Mbom-
Ameke-Olokoro-Umuikae 
Road, in Umuahia North 
LGA, Abia/Akwa Ibom 
States and consultancy for 
the design and supervision 
of 7UP/Umuola-Nkwo El-
echi Ohuru Road-a 5km 

Hope rises on Aba roads as AfDB partners Abia
Current efforts, by Abia State Government to improve road network and other infrastructure in the state, especially Aba, would boost economic activities in 
the entire South-East and South-South regions of Nigeria, because of its geographical location and large population of artisans, writes GODFREY OFURUM.

Eziuche Chinwe Ubani

Governor Okezie Ikpeazu

road linking Aba North, 
Obingwa and Osisioma 
Ngwa Local Government 
Areas. That road when re-
habilitated would reduce 
pressure on the OgborHill 
Bridge section of Aba-Ikot 
Ekpene road.

The legislators are also 
working tirelessly to en-
sure that the Aba-Ikot 
Ekpene road that links 
Abia, Akwa Ibom and 
Cross River States is reha-
bilitated. The Abia section 
of that road has failed com-
pletely, making it difficult 
for patrons from the neigh-
bouring states, as well as 
Cameroon to access Aba.

The Ohafia-Arochuk-
wu road, which has been 
abandoned for years, also 
requires prompt attention. 
That road, if rehabilitat-
ed, would spur economic 
activities in Abia North. 
Arochukwu and Ohafia 
have large deposits of lime 
stone, which is a major 
raw material for cement 
production. 

Mao Ohabunwa, who 
represents Abia North 
Senatorial zone in the Sen-
ate, in 2015, attracted a 
team from the National 
Assembly to assess the de-
plorable state of that road.

This cheering devel-
opment is no doubt the 
result of a good synergy 
between the Abia State 
Government and its repre-
sentatives at the National 
Assembly. Unarguably, the 
state can achieve more as 
consensus is better than 
confrontation.

Governor Okezie Ikpea-
zu, on assumption of office, 
decried the deplorable 
condition of Federal Roads 
in the state, which ac-
cording to him, has stifled 
business activities in Aba, 
the pride of the South-East 
and South-South regions of 
Nigeria, touted to be the 
Japan of Africa, because 
of the entrepreneurial acu-
men of the residents.

The roads include Port-
Harcourt road, Aba-Ower-
ri road, Ikot-Ekpene road 
in Aba as well as Ikwua-
no-Ikot-Ekpene road and 
Ohafia-Arochulwu road.

According to him, those 
roads are strategic to the 
economy of the State, es-
pecially Port-Harcourt 
road that hosts machine 
fabricators; however it 
is painful that we can’t 
access that road at the 
moment.

To solve the incessant 
flooding of PortHarcourt 
road, he revealed that it 
would require drainage of 
about 13 kilometers as well 
as the demolition of illegal 
structures in that area, 
stressing that the State 

Government cannot afford 
the resources needed to 
do a very good job on that 
road, hence the need for 
external support.

Anthony Enukeme, 
chairman/chief operating 
officer, TONNIMAS Nige-
ria Limited, a wholly in-

digenous oil firm, based in 
Aba, lauded efforts of the 
state’s federal legislators 
to rehabilitate Abia roads, 
noting that investment in 
infrastructure, especially 
road and electricity, would 
encourage manufacturing 
and get the country out of 

its economic doldrums.
He affirmed that the 

real sector holds key to the 
economic development of 
the country and advised 
government to create good 
business environment, 
among other essentials 
that would enable micro, 
small and medium enter-
prises function effectively. 

Enukeme insisted that 
the country’s economy 
will grow if government 
focuses more on the devel-
opment of infrastructure.

Meanwhile, the state 
government is in the last 
lap of discussion with the 
African D evelopment 
Bank, geared towards ac-
cessing $200 million grant 
to rehabilitate Port Har-
court road and check ero-
sion in the Aba city cen-
tre, among other things, a 
move that was initiated by 
Senator Theodore Orji, the 
immediate past governor 
of the state.

The AfDB delegation, 
led by Mwila Aeron Kat-
ambula, a transport spe-
cialist with the bank were 
in Abia State for the final 
lap of talks between it 
and the state government 
on some developmental 
projects of interest to the 
bank in the state.

Governor Ikpeazu, who 
received the team in com-
pany of some officials from 
the Federal Ministry of 
Works, Abuja, at the Gov-
ernment House, Umuahia, 
affirmed that the state can-
not wait to see the com-
mencement of reconstruc-
tion of some major roads 
in Aba, especially Port 
Harcourt and Ikot Ekpene 
roads, among others.

Ikpeazu stated that pro-
viding road infrastructure 
in Aba is important to the 
state, noting that apart 
from being the commercial 
hub of Abia, Aba is the 
micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSME) cen-
tre of Nigeria. Aba is very 
important to the economy 
of both Abia and Nigeria.

He stated that road in-
frastructure, waste and 
storm water managements 
are the challenges faced 
in Aba. The governor ex-
plained that the state does 
not have the resources 
to do good work at Port 
Harcourt and Ikot Ekpene 
roads, noting that the visit 
of the AfDB to the state, has 
rekindled the hope of resi-
dents and other patrons to 
Aba that help would soon 
come and the roads would 
be rehabilitated.

According to Ikpeazu, 
“We have tried to do what 
is required of us in terms of 
ensuring that the ground 
work is done to enable 

AfDB come in”.
S p e a k i n g  o n  w h y 

they’re in Abia, Katam-
bula said: “We are eager to 
participate in the develop-
ment of Abia State. Our 
mission today is a follow 
up to the meeting we had 
before, we want to ensure 
that everything is ready, 
because we want to fast-
track the projects that the 
bank will take up in Abia”.

The AfDB and FMW 
teams later met with Ezi-
uche Ubani, the state’s 
commissioner for works, 
and Obinna Oriaku, that 
of Financ e, and other 
top state government 
officials. After several 
hours of me eting, the 
Ubani led the two teams 
to Aba, to have on the 
spot assessment of the 
two key Federal Roads: 
Port Harcourt and Ikot 
Ekpene Roads, located in 
the commercial city.

The inspection tour 
offered the visiting teams 
the opportunity of first 
hand appreciation of the 
level of decay of the roads 
as well as the daily trau-
ma and suffering of the 
residents and travelers in 
and around these two key 
federal roads.

AfDB is currently do-
ing the technical analysis 
and studies of the roads 
before releasing funds 
for repairs of the roads 
in line with agreements 
reached with the Federal 
and state governments.

This explains why the 
AfDB team had to come 
with the FMW team to 
meet with Governor Ik-
peazu and his team in 
Abia.

During the visit  to 
Aba, the Commissioner 
for Works, Ubani told 
the AfDB and FMW team 
that the State Govern-
ment “is desperate to re-
habilitate roads in Abia, 
and Aba in particular, to 
stimulate economic ac-
tivities and drive devel-
opment across the state.

“So far we’ve done a 
good number of roads, 
which fall within the re-
sponsibility of the state, 
but unfortunately, we 
can’t re c onstruct fe d-
eral roads without first 
agreeing terms with the 
Federal Government.

“Unfortunately  we 
don’t have the amount of 
money required to repair 
these roads, especially Port 
Harcourt and Ikot Ekpene 
roads and that is why we 
are delighted to have the 
AfDB here together with 
a team from the Federal 
ministry of works, to see 
the level of deterioration 
of these roads”.

Ohuabunwa Azikiwe Mao



I
n spite of several decades of 
mouthing the slogan ‘One 
Nigeria’, and notwithstanding 
the grandstanding by succes-
sive governments since inde-

pendence that the unity of Nigeria 
is not negotiable, Nigeria appears 
more divided now than ever.

In his broadcast on Radio Nige-
ria, Kaduna on January 15, 1966, 
announcing Nigeria’s first military 
coup, Major Chukwuma Kaduna 
Nzeogwu told Nigerians, “The aim 
of the Revolutionary Council is to 
establish a strong, united and pros-
perous nation, free from corrup-
tion and internal strife.” Fifty years 
later, Nigeria is yet to attain unity. 
The Nigerian landscape is littered 
with glaring signs and symptoms 
of a house divided against itself. 
These symptoms manifest in the 
form of the post-election triumph-
alism often exhibited by any sec-
tion of the country that produces 
the president, the unending fears 
of domination and cries of mar-
ginalisation, the deafening calls 
for restructuring of the federation 
reverberating across the land, the 
gongs of secession resounding in 
every nook and cranny, the agita-
tions for resource control, the reli-
gious wars, and many more. They 
manifest in such groups as Niger 
Delta Avengers, Movement for the 
Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP), 
Movement for the Emancipation 
of the Niger Delta (MEND), O’odua 
People’s Congress (OPC), Move-
ment for the Actualisation of the 
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How successive governments frittered 
opportunities to build a united Nigeria
...Current divisive tendencies may nail the coffin – pundits  

A nation not built

Even though the Gowon ad-
ministration fought to keep Nige-
ria together, declaring at the end 
of the hostilities that there was 
“no victor and no vanquished”, 
pundits believe that his subse-
quent actions did not bear out 
this “no victor, no vanquished” 
stance as pious pronouncements 
were not backed with positive 
actions. Neither Gowon nor any 
successive administration after 
him made genuine efforts to heal 
the wounds of Nigerians – not just 
the peoples of the former Eastern 
Region who bore the brunt of the 
war, but all Nigerians, because as 
John Pepper Clark aptly captures 
it in his beautifully-crafted poem 
“Casualties”, we were all casualties, 
Biafrans as well as other Nigerians. 
Yakubu Gowon’s 3Rs policy – re-
construction, rehabilitation and 
reconciliation – noble as it was, 
turned out to be half-hearted in 
its execution.

“The post-war reconstruction 
of Igboland was shoddy. There 
were no genuine efforts on the 
part of the victorious Federal Gov-
ernment to assist the Igbo people 
towards the rebuilding of their 
war-damaged infrastructure…. 
The little assistance the Federal 
Government extended to the Igbo 
was mere window-dressing and 
inadequate to prevent thousands 
of them from dying of starvation 
immediately after the war,” writes 
Paul Obi-Ani, a senior lecturer 
in the Department of History, 
University of Nigeria Nsukka, in 
his book ‘Post-Civil War Social 

and Economic Reconstruction of 
Igboland: 1970-1983’.

Agwu Okpanku, in a 1975 ar-
ticle in the Enugu Sunday Renais-
sance, said: “Biafra as an active 
physical rebellion is dead; it died 
in 1970. But there is always Biafra. 
In other words, any group of Ni-
gerians, whether ethnically or in 
terms of their social class or their 
profession or their geographical 
origin, would revolt if they felt 
mistreated by this country.”

In a recent article “The Biafran 
ghost”, Sam Omatseye, chairman 
of Editorial Board, The Nation 
newspaper, echoed Okpanku’s 
sentiment when he argued that 
the civil war rages on because 
Nigeria has failed to confront its 
past as leaders continue to live in 
self-delusion.

“We did not solve the problem 
when it confronted us. When 
Gowon exploited his name as an 
acronym of unity, GO ON WITH 
ONE NIGERIA turned out to be 
an empty epithet, a feel-good de-
lusion from a victor. Nothing 
concrete was resolved other than 
fell the enemy in battle,” Omatseye 
writes.

“Did we resolve the issue of 
abandoned properties? Leading 
up to the war, pogrom lit up the 
North in incandescent murders. 
Not only Igbo were killed… The 
slaughter up North targeted any-
one who was not Yoruba, and that 
included the sweep of minorities 
in the today’s Niger Delta. Urhobo, 
Itsekiri, Edo, Efik, Ogoni, etc were 
mincemeat in the cauldron of 

CHUKS OLUIGBO Sovereign State of Biafra (MAS-
SOB), Indigenous Peoples of Biafra 
(IPOB), and even in the murder-
ous campaigns of the rampaging 
Fulani herdsmen, Boko Haram 
and other Islamist killer groups, 
including those who hack down 
defenceless Christians in the name 
of religious purity.

These, according to political 
pundits, are all glaring signs of a 
nation not built, a nation where 
citizens’ loyalty to their ethnic 
groups (Nigeria has over 250 of 
them) or religion comes first before 
loyalty to fatherland.

According to pundits, the most 
unfortunate thing is that succes-
sive governments, both civilian 
and military, over the decades 
failed to make genuine commit-
ment and efforts towards building 
a truly strong, united, virile and 
stable Nigeria where the prin-
ciples of freedom, fraternity and 
egalitarianism will be enthroned 
irrespective of tribe, tongue or 
religion. Rather, these leaders 
continued, and still continue, to 
sow seeds of discord among the 
citizenry, adopting divide-and-
rule strategy and often whipping 
up ethnic and religious sentiments 
just to score cheap political goals. 
Nigeria in its present form, ac-
cording to one analyst, is a Tower 
of Babel, where there is neither 
cohesion nor coherence.

In today’s Nigeria, the point 
made in 1947 by Obafemi Awolo-
wo, then premier of Western 
Nigeria, that “Nigeria is not a 
nation” but a “mere geographical 

expression” continues to hold 
sway nearly 70 years after those 
words were uttered. Same with 
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa’s state-
ment to the Legislative Council in 
1948, that “the Nigerian people 
themselves are historically differ-
ent in their backgrounds, in their 
religious beliefs and customs and 
do not show themselves any sign 
of willingness to unite”. The same 
notion, which was repeated by 
Usman Liman during a sitting of 
the Northern House of Assembly 
in 1964 when he said, “North is 
for Northerners, East for Eastern-
ers, West for Westerners, and the 
Federation is for us all”, is indeed 
upheld every day by many Nige-
rians, especially so-called leaders, 
through their actions and utter-
ances. 

Nation-building and lost op-
portunities

Since independence in 1960, 
Nigeria has been to the brink and 
back several times. Some of the 
sore points in the nation’s che-
quered history include the Nige-
ria/Biafra Civil War which raged 
from July 1967 to January 1970, 
the June 12 saga, and numerous 
religious and national election cri-
ses that have rocked the country 
over the years. But most analysts 
believe the civil war provided the 
best opportunity to resolve most of 
the ugly scenes that keep rearing 
their heads in today’s Nigeria. But 
then, Yakubu Gowon, the then 
military head of state, bungled that 
opportunity. 

Gowon and the civil war

JonathanBuhari Obasanjo



Babangida

death,” he writes further.
Omatseye laments that no 

enquiries were conducted into 
that sanguinary chapter; even 
the northern elite, including po-
litical, feudal and military leaders, 
who reportedly encouraged the 
barbarities, no one has been of-
ficially investigated, punished or 
reprimanded.

“We know too that Nzeogwu’s 
coup was seen as tendentious, 
and it inspired some Igbo to pro-
voke northerners with their pro-
prietary swagger, boasting that 
they had taken over the country. 
Have we looked at that, too? If 
the swagger was bad, the killings 
were never justified. But even at 
that, have we addressed them as 
a people? Ironsi enacted Decree 
34, and some analysts said it was 
naïve because he did not intend 
to introduce a unitary system to 
impose Igbo hegemony. If that act 
was naïve, what of the second act? 
He did not want to try the coup 
plotters. That, according to critics, 
gave him away as an Igbo jingoist,” 
he writes.

“Have we revisited the Aburi 
meeting, and its aftermath, and 
how that confab either ossified 
or laid bare the fissures of our 
inter-ethnic relations? Were there 
blames? Were there acts of over-
reach on both sides? Was the 
war avoidable? Did the pogrom 
make war inevitable? How come 
a region that knew it was tacti-
cally and materially inferior to 
its opponent took the plunge into 
war?” he adds.

On the issue of war atrocities, 
Omatseye regrets that what Odu-
megwu-Ojukwu’s army did in the 
Midwest when Biafra invaded, the 
killings of the Igbo in Asaba and 
the alleged genocide by Murtala’s 
Second Division, among others, 
are yet to be investigated.

“So, when hostilities ended, 
Gowon declared that there was 
no victor and no vanquished. 
We know that was as vacuous as 
GOWON. We just wanted to move 
on, like a child who walks into a 
party from a bathroom without 
cleaning up. The smell and mess 
linger,” he writes.

“The ghost has followed us ever 
since. In education, over whether 
we should have catchment areas 
or not. In the Orkar coup. In Saro 
Wiwa’s murder. In the Matatsine 
imbroglio. In the meltdown of 
Fulani and indigenes relations in 

Oputa Panel, lacking legal backing, 
had no right to summon him. The 
Federal Government appealed to 
the Supreme Court.

Furthermore, on June 3, 2002, 
IBB filed a suit at the Federal High 
Court asking it to stop President 
Obasanjo from implementing 
the report of the Oputa Panel. 
The suit, jointly filed with Halilu 
Akilu, former director of Military 
Intelligence, and Kunle Togun, had 
as defendants Obasanjo, the Attor-
ney General of the Federation, and 
Oputa and his commission.

Finally, on February 3, 2003, 
the Supreme Court ruled that the 
panel had “no powers to summon 
witnesses outside the Federal Cap-
ital Territory”, and further “that 
the 1999 Constitution made no 
provision for tribunals of inquiry”. 
This development ended further 
action on the Commission’s re-
ports. Till date, as shocking as the 
revelations in the panel were, the 
reports are still gathering dust in 
the shelves somewhere in govern-
ment quarters.

While the sittings of the Oputa 
Panel were going on, many far-
sighted Nigerians had raised con-
cerns that the panel might as well 
end up as “a toothless bulldog” – all 
barks and no bite. But the Obasan-
jo administration kept mute, until 
the panel met a dead-end. In the 
end, the Obasanjo administration, 
through the Oputa Panel, only 
reopened old wounds, leaving the 
totality of Nigerians dripping with 
fresh blood. He had an opportu-
nity to build an ever more united 
Nigeria, but he bungled it.

In May 2011, Matthew Hassan 
Kukah, secretary of the Oputa 
Panel, who is now the Catho-
lic Bishop of Sokoto, reportedly 
expressed worry over the non-

implementation of the final report 
of the commission. Speaking in 
London at the launch of his book 
‘Witness to Justice: An Insider’s 
Account of Nigeria’s Truth Com-
mission’, Kukah recalled that the 
commission did offer concrete 
suggestions on how to alleviate 
anxieties across the country, such 
as communal violence, religious 
crisis, culture of impunity and il-
legal detentions of people.

“My argument is that the in-
ability or unwillingness of govern-
ment to deal with very practical 
processes, especially the ones 
that arose from the findings of 
the Oputa Commission, is likely 
to have an impact on the politics 
of Nigeria,” he had said.

Lessons from other lands
On January 18, 2013, at a cer-

emony to welcome him home 
after he retired as chairman of 
PDP Board of Trustees, Obasanjo 
urged Nigerians to put the pains 
of the civil war behind them in the 
interest of the continued corporate 
existence of the country, saying 
it was worrisome that over four 
decades after the civil war ended, 
Nigerians were still mourning and 
groaning about the events around 
the 30-month war.

“I believe the time has come 
when all of us in this country 
should put the civil war behind 
us… How many years has the war 
been over now? January 1970, 43 
years. If after 43 years we are still 
mourning and groaning about the 
civil war, I wonder. The Second 
World War ended in 1945 and 
the combatants became the best 
of friends less than 10 years after, 
I just believe that we should put 
the civil war behind us,” Obasanjo 
had said.

Analysts, however, contended 
that Obasanjo’s statement fell far 
short of expectation as it sounded 
like dismissing a crucial part of 
Nigeria’s history with a wave of 
the hand.

“The former president missed 
a crucial point: deep wounds don’t 
just heal; they are treated, and 
with the right medication, else 
they become infected by tetanus. 
Then you won’t just have the 
wounds to contend with, you will 
also be battling with the severe 
muscular spasms and contractions 
that go with tetanus – and this 
seems to be the point where we 
are right now,” said one analyst 
who craved anonymity, arguing 

that with the establishment of the 
Oputa Panel, Obasanjo was poised 
to make history as the father of 
modern Nigeria, but he frittered 
the opportunity out of mischief.

“Following the abolition of 
apartheid in South Africa, the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion (TRC) was set up, headed by 
Desmond Tutu, former Archbish-
op of Cape Town, where witnesses 
who were identified as victims 
of gross human rights violations 
were invited to give statements 
about their experiences, and per-
petrators of violence could also 
give testimony and request am-
nesty from both civil and criminal 
prosecution. It was generally seen 
as a crucial component of the tran-
sition to full and free democracy in 
South Africa,” he told BDSUNDAY.

“But the important thing about 
the TRC was that it was backed by 
law: it was set up in terms of the 
Promotion of National Unity and 
Reconciliation Act, No. 34 of 1995, 
and had the mandate to bear wit-
ness to, record, and in some cases 
grant amnesty to the perpetrators 
of crimes relating to human rights 
violations, as well as reparation 
and rehabilitation. Despite numer-
ous criticisms, the TRC is generally 
considered to have been success-
ful. Why was the Oputa Panel 
not backed by law? The answer is 
simple: mischief,” he added.

For Omatseye, the difference 
between Nigeria and other nations 
that have witnessed crisis is that 
these other nations understand 
the merits of closure.

“Last week, Britain unveiled 
the Chilcot report and picked to 
pieces all the facts of that ignoble 
chapter of the Iraq War. Tony Blair 
was exposed, as well as some of 
the intelligence community and 
the parliament. The nation looked 
itself in the mirror, and mea culpa 
replaced a sense of righteousness,” 
he writes.

“On the Iraq war, the New York 
Times issued a lengthy apology for 
allowing the emotion of the day 
sway its professional duties. Next 
time, both England and United 
States will think deeper before 
throwing innocents at the teeth 
of battle. The crisis of the Balkans 
is still lapping up its culprits today. 
Enquiries have dredged up the bad 
guys and they are subjected to the 
rule of law. The Hutus and Tutsis 
have also had theirs and those 
who inflamed the land to butchery 
have been exposed and punished,” 
he adds.

He also refers to World War 
II, which could not be concluded 
without a clear resolution through 
the Nuremberg trials, adding 
that it was the absence of such 
enquiry after World War I and 
the isolation and punishment of 
Germany by the victors that led to 
the resurgence of Germany, rise of 
Hitler and World War II.

Jonathan and the National 
Conference

Many political commentators 
believe that one of the boldest 
steps taken by the Goodluck Jona-
than administration was the con-
vocation of the 2014 National Con-
ference. Prior to that conference, 
there had been agitations from 
several quarters for such a forum 
where Nigerians would decide 
whether or not to live together 
as one entity, and if so, define the 
terms of such togetherness.

Many, however, say the flaw 
in the conference’s terms of refer-
ence was the inclusion of “no-go 

Continues on page 12
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the plateau. In the June 12 log-
jam. In the choice of Jonathan as 
president. In the choice of Buhari 
as counter president. The list is 
endless,” he adds.

Unfortunately, all administra-
tions after Gowon, except perhaps 
Shehu Shagari who granted state 
pardon to Chukwuemeka Odu-
megwu-Ojukwu, leader of the se-
cessionist Biafra, have sidestepped 
the Biafra Question and the issue 
of reconciling aggrieved sections 
of the country, until former Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo set up the 
Oputa Panel in 1999. 

Obasanjo and the Oputa Panel
When on June 14, 1999, the 

Olusegun Obasanjo administra-
tion set up the Human Rights 
Violations Investigation Commis-
sion (HRVIC), otherwise known as 
Oputa Panel, to investigate human 
rights abuses that took place from 
January 15, 1966 (when the first 
military coup occurred) to May 28, 
1999 (the day before the last mili-
tary handover to civilians), hopes 
were high that it would genuinely 
reconcile all aggrieved sections 
of the country and chart a new 
beginning for a united Nigeria.

The seven-man commission, 
headed by Chukwudifu Oputa, a 
retired justice, began its sittings 
on October 23, 2000, and by May 
21, 2002, submitted its “interim 
report” in six volumes to then 
President Obasanjo in Abuja. 
Seven days later, on May 28, the 
panel submitted its “main report” 
in 60 large boxes.

Unfortunately, when former 
military president, Ibrahim Baban-
gida, was summoned by the Oputa 
Panel, he refused to appear, and in-
stead went to the Court of Appeal 
where, on October 31, 2001, he got 
a favourable judgment that the 

Yar’Adua Abubakar

We must confront the ghosts of our past if we 
desire a warm embrace with our future. There 

are wounds to be healed – across the land. 
President Buhari has another chance; he must 
muster the will to begin the process of building 
a truly united nation – not widen the crevices



areas”, arguing that no one had the 
right to impose unity upon Nigeri-
ans as that was contrary to the UN 
Charter that grants every people a 
right to self-determination.

But as flawed as the National 
Conference may be, pundits are 
agreed that its report is a docu-
ment that the present administra-
tion must revisit with a view to 
implementing it or conducting a 
referendum to enable Nigerians 
decide the way forward for their 
country.

Buhari: History repeating 
itself

One major accusation against 
Muhammadu Buhari when he 
ruled Nigeria as military head of 
state was that he constituted the 
most non-inclusive government 
in the country’s history, with the 
head of state, his deputy, defence 
chief and army chief all North-
erners and the Supreme Military 
Council overwhelmingly domi-
nated by Northerners.

In the build-up to the 2015 
elections, the then ruling People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) sever-
ally accused Buhari of being an 
ethnic and religious bigot, but the 
All Progressives Congress (APC) 
vehemently denied such label, 
claiming that most of Buhari’s 
domestic staff were non-Muslims 
and non-Northerners.

However, on July 22, 2015, 
less than two months after his 
inauguration, President Muham-
madu Buhari told a gathering at 
the United States Institute for 
Peace, “I hope you have a copy of 
the election results. The constitu-
ents that, for example, gave me 97 
percent [of the vote] cannot in all 
honesty be treated on some issues 
with constituencies that gave me 5 
percent. I think these are political 
reality.”

Many analysts believe that 
Buhari’s subsequent actions have 
borne out his statement above. 
These include appointments, 
and perhaps the administration’s 
policy choices – such as initial 
refusal to deregulate oil prices, 
preference for a fixed exchange 
rate, attempts by the president to 
foreclose discussions relating to 
the 2014 National Conference and 
political/constitutional restructur-
ing, concerted attempts to force 
through grazing routes/reserves 
for Fulani herdsmen across the 
country, the silence over the 
herdsmen menace, among others.

“When Buhari stands accused 
as nepotist and regionalist in his 
appointments, it is because he has 
not transcended the hubris of the 
civil war. He invokes GOWON but 
he denies it when his pen signs an 
appointment. When does a chief 
of staff to a president become a 
board member of Nigeria’s choic-
est corporation? How do we call a 
truce with the Avengers when the 
NNPC board is lopsided and has 
only one name from the oil pro-
ducing areas?” queries Omatseye.

Today, according to Opey-
emi Agbaje, a Lagos-based public 
policy analyst, with the recent 
appointment of a Northern Mus-
lim as acting Inspector General of 
Police, “every major security and 
law enforcement position, with 
the exceptions of the Chief of De-
fense Staff (who has no operational 
troops under his command) and 
the Chief of Naval Staff (which has 

tion volumes are being disrupted 
by resurgent militants; pro-Biafra 
sentiments are surging again in 
Igboland; calls for restructuring 
and ‘true federalism’ are rising 
again in the Yoruba West; fears 
of Fulani domination are elevated 
in the Christian Middle-Belt; and 
concerns over religious margin-
alisation and sectarian differences 
are topical once again,” he says.

“One of the key opportunities 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
had in 2015 was to unite the nation 
behind a big and bold promise of 
change. While some continue to 
delude themselves, my sense is 
that that opportunity is being frit-
tered away in favour of pandering 
to narrow constituencies while 
failing to define a broad national 
vision everyone can sign on to, 
apart from anti-corruption. Even 
the anti-corruption effort, while 
generally supported, is obviously 
subject to ethnic, partisan and re-
gime considerations. The way the 
government rushed to exonerate 
Army Chief of accusations that 
he owned properties in Dubai at 
the same time others were being 
hounded based on similar allega-
tions has done no small damage to 
the regime’s credibility,” he further 
notes.

Way forward
While it is true that Nigeria is 

not yet a nation, pundits are of 
the opinion that the country can 
still attain nationhood – if only 
the leaders begin a true process 
of nation-building. According to 
them, the journey to nationhood 
is a long, tortuous one requiring 
full commitment, not lip service. 
They add that unless President 
Buhari quickly changes track, 
with the drums of war beating 
across the land, he may well be the 
last president of a united Nigeria.

“A nation doesn’t happen by 
decree or by fighting a war to keep 
a country together; it does not hap-
pen by creating an amnesty pro-
gramme whenever a section of the 
country revolts; it does not happen 
by playing the ostrich, brushing 
aside the real issues, delineating 
‘no-go areas’ when national con-
ferences are convened, and hoping 
the problems would just go away; 
and it does not happen by verbal 
threats or by unleashing the army 
and other security personnel on 
a bunch of protesting youths,” 
says an analyst on conditions of 
anonymity.

“Questions must be asked – 
penetrating, soul-searching ques-
tions. We must confront the ghosts 
of our past if we desire a warm em-
brace with our future. There are 
wounds to be healed – across the 
land. President Buhari has another 
chance; he must muster the will 
to begin the process of building a 
truly united nation – not widen 
the crevices. There is the report 
of the last National Conference 
to consider, as flawed as it may be 
considering that there were no-go 
areas,” says the analyst.

Agbaje believes that Buhari’s 
change of track on economic 
policy is a proof that he can change 
his direction where his approach 
is not producing optimal results.

“He needs a more inclusive and 
broad-minded attitude towards 
governing Nigeria or else the na-
tion may splinter under him. He 
must also be willing to discuss the 
political and constitutional aspects 
of Nigeria’s required reforms. If 
anything, his actions make the 
subject inescapable,” he adds.

Continued from page 11
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How successive governments frittered opportunities...

Aguiyi-Ironsi Azikiwe

Mohammed

Balewa
Gowon

always been treated by the power-
ful army as a ‘civilian’ institution), 
is occupied by a Northern Muslim”. 
These include the Minister of 
Defence, National Security Ad-
viser, Minister of Interior, Chiefs 
of Army and Air Staff, director 
general of the State Security Ser-
vices, the heads of Immigration, 
NSDSC, Prisons and Customs and 
Excise, the Attorney General of 
the Federation and chairman 
of the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC). The 
appointments generally have been 
skewed in favour of the North 
against the South, particularly 
South-East and South-South.

“In order to appoint the new 
IGP, the president opted to retire 
scores of senior police officers 
of the ranks of AIG and DIG pre-
maturely, putting to waste the 
nation’s huge investment in these 
individuals’ careers. It is difficult to 
accept that the complete domina-
tion of the nation’s security ap-
paratus by officers of particular 
ethnic, regional and religious per-
suasion is an objective coincidence 
devoid of prejudice,” Agbaje writes 
in a recent article “A more divided 
people”.

Buttressing this point, Agbaje 
points to the lopsidedness in the 
reconstituted board of the Nige-
rian National Petroleum Corpora-
tion (NNPC) in favour of Hausa-
Fulani and Kanuri Muslims, which 
so irked Nigerians that sceptics 
renamed the government-owned 
oil company Northern Nigerian 
Petroleum Corporation. Even 
the Senate has had to suspend 
deliberation on a list of 47 ambas-
sadorial nominees sent to it by the 
president on complaints that four 
Nigerian states were not repre-
sented in the nominations while 
some other states had as many as 
four nominees.

“I believe the obvious and ap-
parent inclination towards re-
gional preferences in appoint-
ments and policies has led to an 
escalation of ethnic and regional 
grievances in Nigeria. The security 
forces have dealt in a harsh and 
repressive manner with peace-
ful demonstrators, whether they 
be Shia Muslims in Zaria or pro-
Biafra activists in Onitsha. In both 
cases, it appears unarmed pro-
testers have been mowed down 
in a manner that may rise to the 
standard required for characteri-
sation as crimes against humanity,” 
Agbaje writes.

“The only group the adminis-
tration has dealt with in a sober 
and considered manner, after an 
initial attempt to apply force, has 
been the Niger-Delta Avengers 
who have their own apparatus of 
violence and ability to inflict dam-
age on the nation’s oil economy. 
The other group the government 
has treated with kid’s gloves has 
been the so-called Fulani herds-
men, the AK47-wielding terrorists 
who have killed, murdered and 
pillaged across the country, while 
government argued for grazing 
reserves on their behalf. Again 
the ’97 percent-5 percent’ principle 
appears to explain government’s 
curious restraint in this regard,” 
he adds.

Agbaje further argues that 
the consequences of all these are 
heightened ethno-religious sensi-
bilities across the country and new 
sources of political risk.

“In the Niger-Delta, oil produc-

ShagariAbacha



T
he culture of 
blame game is 
becoming en-
trenched in the 
N i g e r i a n  p o -

litical system. It is also 
called buck passing. No 
one wants to carry the can, 
even when it is obvious 
that such a leader is grossly 
incompetent and that his/
her incompetence may 
have resulted in an unfor-
tunate state of affairs. 

Most  t imes,  hiding 
under this anachronistic 
way of shielding them-
selves from blame, they 
play the ostrich, burying 
their heads in the sand (of 
shame) instead of facing 
the consequences of their 
ineptitude. Often, these 
leaders get away with this 
deceptive antic, given the 
naivety and gullibility of 
most Nigerians.

During his tenure, for-
mer President Goodluck 
Jonathan had heap e d 
blames on past leaders 
for the problems facing 
the nation. His constant 
lamentation over the al-
leged plundering of the na-
tion’s resources by leaders 
before him so infuriated 
Babatunde Fashola, the 
then governor of Lagos 
State, who told him to stop 
blaming past leaders for 
the problems facing the 
country and his adminis-
tration, advising him to get 
out of the kitchen if it was 
becoming too hot for him.

Today, surprisingly, 
the same scenario that 
irked Fashola is playing 
out where top leaders in 
the present government, 
including Information 
Minister, Lai Mohammed, 
House of Representatives 
majority leader, Femi Gba-
jabiamila, and others are 
blaming past leaders, in-
cluding Jonathan, for the 
nation’s economic woes.

F o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t 
Olusegun Obasanjo had 
equally held past leaders 
responsible for nation’s 
e c onomic crisis.  Even 
military heads of state 

13 months of sustained 
blame game in governance
…experts urge Buhari govt to redirect its communication strategy
DANIEL OBI

Buhari Jonathan

Obasanjo

Abdulsalami Abubakar, 
Ibrahim Babangida and 
others often blamed past 
leaders who came before 
them. Lord Lugard too has 
had some portion of the 
blame for his decisions. 
And the blame game goes 
on and on.

The common under-
standing of  ordinary 
man and woman on the 
street is that the economy 
was battered by previ-
ous administration(s) but 
they may lack knowledge 
of curative plans by the 
present government. This 
is because the available 
and frequent information 
is, ‘blame the previous 
government for the eco-
nomic woes’. This popular 
refrain appears to be a 
shield to any government 
in power from blames on 
non-performance in fixing 
the economy.

But Jane Wilson-How-
arth, a British author, 
rightly opines that blam-
ing people fixes nothing, 
while Shannon Alder, an 
inspirational author, says 
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“Blame doesn’t empower 
you”. It is based on this 
understanding that some 
stakeholders have advised 
the present government 
to stop trading blames on 
the myriads of problems 
facing the nation and face 
the challenge by fixing the 
economy.

“Across the globe, lead-
ers of nations are elected to 
proffer solutions to prob-
lems; to govern is not an 
easy task. Great leaders 
don’t criticise their prede-
cessors; they call for pa-
tience and understanding 
to salvage the situation,” 
says Tajudeen Obasa, a 
member of the House of 
Representatives.

According to Obasa, 
the task of transforming 
the nooks and crannies of 
the 774 local government 
areas won’t be achieved 
by plethora of press state-
ments which blame pre-
vious administrations; it 
can only be achieved with 
concrete plans that will 
meet reality.

“Governance is beyond 

propaganda; good policies 
tackle corruption, to fight 
corruption shouldn’t be 
the singular goal of a gov-
ernment. There are many 
sectors of the economy 
that need the attention of 
the number one citizen. 
Corruption can only be 
fought collectively with 
all hands on deck, not on 
the pages of newspapers 
to score cheap political 
points,” he notes.

Obs ervers say that 
although the previous 
administration actually 
did “some good and bad 
things”, the way the pres-
ent administration is heap-
ing blame on the immedi-
ate past administration 
seems as if Nigeria was 
only ruled by that govern-
ment and the country was 
an Eldorado with constant 
electricity supply, good 
roads, flawless security, 
good education and health 
system before the Jona-
than administration took 
over the reins of power.  

According to observers, 
it was the wrong dummy 
sold by the present gov-
ernment to gullible Nigeri-
ans, who appeared to have 
swallowed some wrong 
pills, insisting that the pre-
vious administration was 
so bad that the same policy 
on fuel subsidy attracted 
different reactions in 2012 
and 2016.

As held by Obasa, blam-
ing the past governments, 
a development which is 
always in the air, would 
perhaps make the popu-
lace lose sight of present 
administration’s efforts 
to revamp the economy. 
“This government has in-
deed made some strides 
but those efforts are lost 
on the lack of articulated 
communication to project 
them; instead, what domi-
nate news are the ills of the 
previous administration. If 
care is not taken, this ad-
ministration will leave as 
a government that blamed 
and blamed but did noth-
ing,” he says.

Worried by the lack 

Continues on page 22



What really transpired at Tues-
day’s executive session?

I
t wouldn’t have been neces-
sary to speak on this subject 
matter but it has become 
expedient that despite the 
fact that what transpired in 

the executive session of the Senate 
ought not to be public knowledge, 
I’m addressing this matter because 
of the misinformation by people of 
inordinate ambition out there.

On Tuesday, the 12th of July, we 
had an executive session to discuss 
basically on the issue of forgery 
case in court and when I stood up 
to address and I want to say that 
on my honour as a Christian, on 
my honour as a father and on the 
oath of my office as a Senator of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, I 
am telling you the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth. I 
have never being a coward; I will 
not start an apprenticeship pro-
gramme now on how to become a 
coward. Whatever I say anywhere 
I can boldly repeat everywhere. 
When I stood up and made my 
submissions that day in the Senate, 
all I did was to pacify my colleagues 
and asked that the case in court be 
withdrawn because already there 
is a resolution of the Senate that 
the Rules of the Senate were not 
forged and since there was a reso-
lution of the Senate that the Rules 
of the Senate were not forged, I 
said all those who have gone to 
court should go and withdraw 
their names from court and that 
if at the end of the day they refuse 
to withdraw their names from 
court we should penalise them by 
suspending them. But I did not use 
any insolent, abusive degrading or 
mannerless language. So there was 
no reaction from any of our col-
leagues as regards my presentation.

After I spoke, so many other 
senators spoke and I also did not 
mention the name of any senator 
while I was making my presen-
tation. Unfortunately, Senator 
Oluremi Tinubu got up and was 
recognised to speak and imme-
diately she started speaking she 
specifically mentioned my name 
even when in my presentation I 
did not mention anybody’s name. 
I only appealed to the sensibility 
of my colleagues and asked them 
to withdraw their case from court 
and reminded them already that 
there was a resolution of the Senate 
that the Rules were not forged. But 
because of reasons only known 
to Senator Oluremi Tinubu she 
got up, the first thing she said was 
that she is being harassed in this 
chamber by Senator Melaye. I kept 

quite at that point, she went ahead 
to say why will I come here and 
be threatening senators and there 
was a large chorus from senators 
‘how, when, where?’

At that point I was still very 
calm, she got up again and said that 
this thug must be tamed; at that 
point I got up and I told her that 
she is very stupid. The next state-
ment from her is that ‘You are a 
dog’. She called me a dog and when 
she called me a dog I stood up and 
I reacted and told her that this is 
not Bourdillon and that she should 
look at my face, I am not one of 
those senators who normally come 
to prostrate to them in Bourdillon. 
And I told her I am from Kogi State, 
I am not from Lagos State and that 
there would never be a day that I 
will come to you for political assis-
tance. These were my words and 

I’ve no regrets over my comments 
on Remi Tinubu -  Dino Melaye

that. I did not leave the spot where 
I was sitting; I didn’t get up from my 
seat. So there wouldn’t have been 
anybody to do that but somehow 
she got falsehood sold to the Sahara 
Reporters.

What about the threat of im-
peachment against Buhari?

Nobody amongst those of us 
who spoke there actually talked 
about impeachment. In fact, the 
issue of the Presidency or President 
was not the subject matter. We 
were discussing how the Senate 
can also come together and solve 
the forgery case. There wouldn’t 
have being any need to even 
discuss about Buhari or the Presi-
dency but because of deliberate 
wickedness and satanic manifes-
tations they brought in the issue 
of Presidency to garnish their aim 
and purpose.

But other senators like Borof-
fice have strongly condemned 
your utterances against the fe-
male lawmaker? 

Unfortunately, this expatriate 
senator, absentee senator called 
Senator Borrofice was not even 
in the chamber and he has not 
being in the chamber for the past 
two months. He was not in the 
chamber when it happened. I was 
surprised maybe he has celestial 
powers to understand what hap-
pens in his absence; for him to 
open his mouth and pass insolent 
languages on me.

I have never been a coward and 
I will never be. I fight my battles 
alone and I stand by it and there 
is nothing I say anywhere that 
I cannot repeat everywhere. If 
there are instances that I am not 
a super human being, if there are 

Chairman, Senate Committee on Federal Capital Territory (FCT), Dino Melaye (APC, 
Kogi West), spoke with Senate Correspondents on the altercation between him and 
Oluremi Tinubu, wife of former Lagos State Governor, Bola Tinubu, at the  controversial 
executive session last Tuesday. OWEDE AGBAJILEKE was there. Excerpts:
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she went on shouting ‘dog, thug’.
I want to tell you gentlemen of 

the press for every reaction there 
must be an action. When I got up to 
address my colleagues she was not 
the only senator there. If I had used 
insolent language or foul languages 
you will know the type of senators 
we have; they would have reacted 
and some of them would have 
even addressed you by now to say 
Dino insulted us. But because she 
acted in the manner she did, not 
one senator stood up in her defence 
when I was tongue-lashing her.

Is it true that senators circled 
her to protect you from beating 
her?

Even the senators from Lagos 
were there, Ashafa was there he 
didn’t stand up from his seat. It is 
not true that anybody circled her 
because there was no need for 

Melaye
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instances where as a human be-
ing I have reacted negatively I am 
also ready to be apologetic about 
it. But in this particular instance, I 
have never mentioned anybody’s 
name, I never even use insolent 
languages but because they are 
yet to heal from the wounds of 
defeat of the election of the Senate 
President and because of my key 
role in this exercise where she and 
her husband called me severally to 
appeal to me to back off Saraki and 
I say I will not back off Saraki, I will 
continue to support Saraki, Saraki 
is my brother, he is my friend and 
I will continue to support him and 
this will not change today, it will 
not change tomorrow, it will not 
change in this four years of our 
stay in the Senate. 

Every human being can have 
ambition, it is not a crime to be 
ambitious. Saraki had the ambition 
of becoming a Senate President 
and God endorsed it, President Mu-
hammadu Buhari is an ambitious 
person that is why he contested for 
the Presidency four times before 
God answered him. I am an ambi-
tious person; I even want to be 

President of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria very soon. 

So it is not a crime to be am-
bitious. If you go through the 
papers, there has been a lot of 
misinformation, a lot of lies, a 
lot of blackmail, planted stories 
just to discourage the person and 
personality of Dino Melaye but 
I want to assure everyone that 
I remain resolute in my convic-
tions. I will continue to stand by 
the truth, I will continue to speak 
for those who cannot speak for 
themselves, I will continue to be 

a voice to the voiceless and in 
reaction I heard that Senator Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu said my political 
career has come to an end. I want 
to say that Tinubu is no God. I 
fear only the God Almighty, I 
fear no soul. I only respect souls. 
So far, my political journey to the 
House of Representatives and the 
Senate have no political, financial 
or moral contribution of Senator 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, the God who 
has brought me this far is mighty, 
strong and enough to take me 
further. What God has not given 

anointing to be quiet when you are 
being insulted. There is no reaction 
without an action. If she did not call 
me a dog or a thug there is no way 
I would have responded.

Do you have any regrets about 
your utterances?

I have no regrets for responding 
and defending my person and if 
tomorrow or in the next one hour, 
Senator Tinubu again called me 
any name I shall equally respond 
accordingly.

Is it also true that the Senate 
President was nodding his head 
in approval of your comments?

My quick response to that is 
that those of you that understand 
the geography of the chamber. 
When we are addressing our col-
leagues in the chamber, the Senate 
President as the Chairman of the 
executive session is behind and 
you are backing him. When Mrs. 
Oluremi Tinubu and myself were 
addressing our colleagues we were 
facing our colleagues while back-
ing the Senate President. So, she 
must be a special human being 
to have seen the Senate President 
nodding behind her while we were 
addressing our colleagues. I cannot 
understand what is happening be-
hind me and for those who know 
how gentlemanly our Senate 
President is, how civil and cultured 
the President of the Senate is, you 
know he will not do such a thing.

As the Chairman Senate Com-
mittee on FCT, will the faceoff 
between the Senate and the 
Presidency not rub off on the 2016 
FCT budget currently before your 
Committee?

When we get to that bridge, we 
will cross it.

Will you apologise as advised 
by Tinubu?

I read from the social media 
that Senator Ahmed Bola Tinubu 
through his media aide is asking 
me to apologise. I will not believe 
that a man of his calibre will ask 
for apology without hearing from 
both parties. But when I get confir-
mation that Senator Ahmed Bola 
Tinubu actually is the one asking 
me to apologise I will also address 
him accordingly.

Why didn’t you raise your de-
fence on the floor of the chamber?

I shouldn’t have responded 
but it has become expedient be-
cause my name, my personality, 
my character and integrity is at 
stake and there has been a lot 
of misinformation out there. So, 
what I am doing is personal, it has 
nothing to do with the Senate of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
and I did not raise it on the floor 
because it is an executive session 
but where my name and integrity 
is on test, I need to clear the air 
that I reacted to an action and that 
the malicious story circulating is 
totally not true. If I decided to say 
anything against the President of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, I 
will not use a proxy. I will do it 
and I think those who will bear 
me witness know that I con-
fronted the Jonathan administra-
tion headlong, I didn’t use proxy. I 
was on the street fighting for this 
democracy that we are enjoying 
today. I was on the street also 
and followed Mr. President to all 
the states of the Federation even 
when I had my own elections be-
cause we wanted a change. Like I 
said, I have never been a coward 
and I will not start practising how 
to become one now.

It is fallacious, malicious and a lie 
that I said I will impregnate Mrs. Tinu-
bu. Biologically, it is even impossible 
to impregnate Mrs. Tinubu because 

she has arrived menopause

Melaye

to me no man can give and what 
God has given to me no man can 
take. This is the true story of what 
transpired.

Did you also tell her at the 
executive session that you will 
put her in the family way?

It is fallacious, malicious and 
a lie that I said I will impregnate 
Mrs. Tinubu. Biologically, it is 
even impossible to impregnate 
Mrs. Tinubu because she has ar-
rived menopause. If you also look 
at that statement for those of us 
who are intellectually mobile, 
how can you say you want to 
beat somebody and at the same 
time you want to impregnate the 
person? If you juxtapose the two, 
is there any correlation? Does it 
make any logical sense? So, when 
they planted this falsehood they 
did not think deeply. I want to say 
that I will continue to uphold the 
culture, the tradition, the values 
of Kogi West Senatorial District. 
And I will not abuse it.

But it is absurd for a woman to 
look into her colleague’s eyes and 
call him a thug and a dog when he 
has not personally addressed her. 
Unfortunately, I did not have the 



Your Excellency, may we know 
the outcome of your meeting 
with heads of security agencies 
in the state?                               

I 
come to tell you that Cross 
River is strong and intact. 
As chief executive officer 
and chief security office of 
the state, I want to assure 

you that Cross River is safe. That 
Calabar is indeed safe. We are 

Safe. The Operation Delta Safe 
as it were focused more on the 
oil pipelines and protection of 
states that have oil pipelines, 
so it started in Akwa Ibom and 
ended in Delta State. Therefore, 
the federal security might that 
precipitated on those core Niger 
Delta areas, made Cross River 
and Calabar a safe haven for 
these criminals. And that is why 
in recent past, we have had these 
reported incidents.

People say you are not paying 
attention to security issues in 
the state?

Obviously, with the detailed 
analysis of the service com-
manders, it became very clear 
that we needed an emergency 
SOS report to the President to 
plead that Operation Delta Safe 
must be extended to cover Cross 
River State, otherwise Cross 
River would be a lone state, 
standing alone without security 
cover, while the Niger Delta is 
covered by Operation Delta Safe.

What are your major chal-
lenges in tackling security mat-
ters in the state?

The second and major chal-
lenge is the great issue on un-
employment and the challenge 
of young men and women con-
niving with people who are not 
indigenes of this state to harbor 
these criminals. From our secu-
rity reports, we have arrested 47 
people so far and of these, none 
is a Cross Riverian and that gives 
me good news that the culture, 
the heritage, character, integrity 
and honour of the people of this 
state has not changed but the 
massive infiltration of the state 
by non-indigenes.

You have been wooing for-
eign investors to the state; with 
the level of security on ground, 
is Cross River still safe for for-
eign investors to come in? 

I therefore, want to tell the 
national community which is 
Nigeria that Cross River State 
remains that safe state where 
the people by their nature and by 
their training, by their upbring-
ing are void of violence. They 
are scared of trouble. They are 
peace-loving people. Our young 
men and women live a very good 
life. They believe in happiness, 
which is the essence of liveli-
hood. We have also realised that 
cultism has been on the increase 
and therefore, as government, 
we want to take deliberate steps 
to ensure that any person who 
is in cult of any form and is in 
government must be thrown out. 
We have also taken very strong 
action that the issue of commu-
nal clash that has become replete 
in our state must stop. Against 
that background, all commu-
nities that are at war, all the 
traditional rulers, chiefs in such 
communities, their certificates 
as traditional rulers is hereby 
withdrawn. I want to assure the 
people of Cross River State that 
we have understood the basis 
of this crime. We have security 
reports on certain people, their 
homes, their agents, their modus 
operandi are being analyzed by 
my security commanders and 
we are confident that the action 
you will see in a matter of days to 

I’ve not lost control of Cross River, 
I’m fully in charge – Governor Ayade
Cross River has been in the news over the increasing spate of violent attacks by criminals and 
kidnappers in a state that used to be the most peaceful state in the country. In this encounter 
with Governor Ben Ayade at Peace Park after a security meeting with security agencies in the 
state, he told our Correspondent, MIKE ABANG, that the state is strong and intact.

aware that in recent times we 
have had incidents that are not 
peculiar to the state. We have 
decided to have a closed door 
session to discuss ways and 
means to put an end to these 
security threats. Cross River 
State is known as the home state 
for tourism, it is known as the 
destination for African hospital-
ity. Anything that can impinge 

on the integrity, knowledge, 
wealth and values of the Cross 
River State and Calabar must be 
resisted by every Cross River-
ian, and indeed Nigerians. It is 
against that background that 
we thought that it is important 
to address Cross River State and 
Nigerians on the state of the 
security in the state.

Are you disturbed by the 

increasing wave of crime in 
the state? 

We have done a detailed 
research. It is very obvious and 
very clearly too that the exis-
tence of Operation Pulo Shield 
which was to provide security 
for the Niger Delta which un-
derwent a lot of restructuring 
and in more recent times was 
replaced with Operation Delta 

Ayade
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I am the governor, 
I am fully in charge. 
I take full responsi-
bility. I guarantee 

all people their 
safety. I am happy 
that we have had 
a new injection of 
service command-
ers who have come 

in to add value

come, you will see a difference.
Critic of your administration 

say security vote is not being 
channeled to security matters? 

We have decided to increase 
the budgetary position for se-
curity. As I speak today we 
have had a position to provide 
additional 30 vehicles to cover 
just the Calabar city alone. We 
have also made provisions to 
expand our security network to 
increase the fire power of Opera-
tion Skolombo. It is against that 
background also that we have 
decided as I have said before to 
provide the Cross River State 
Homeland Security Service, a 
new establishment that will pro-
vide security reports to support 
Operation Skolombo.

Cross River used to be a 
peaceful state, what is going on 
now under your watch?

We want to tell you that on 
our honour and integrity as a 
state and as government that 
we will do all that is within our 
power to protect the citizens. 
Cross River State will remain 
the safest place. Our carnival 
will come and go the way we 
did last year. Please as a final 
advice, every single Cross River-
ian who notices any unfamiliar 
movement; don’t hesitate to call 

our emergency number. We are, 
however, dividing the state into 
eighteen different beats. Each 
beat will have its own control 
and command unit which will 
have a direct access to the cen-
tral command centre and it 
will have a direct control to all 
its service commanders. If you 
have an incident, your neigbour 
is having any attack, there is an 
incident on the street, day and 
night, please call that security 
number.

 What is your assessment of 
the activities of security agen-
cies in Calabar and its environ?

The town has been secto-
rised into smaller units for easy 
management. Security would 
be 24 hours. We have decided 
to rededicate ourselves to the 
commitment to the security of 
lives and property of our people. 
We have focused mainly on the 
exit routes as well- the ingress 
and egress routes of Calabar. 
We have identified nine points 
of exit and entry. All of those 
points, the service command-
ers have given structural and 
normative frameworks to be 
able to put them under check. 
Therefore, in a matter of days 
and weeks to come, we are go-
ing to see a full armory of men 

prepared at those checkpoints. It 
would come with pain. It would 
come with some challenges, 
because the stop-and-check 
and frisking would be on the 
increase, but Cross River State 
would be no hiding place for any 

criminal.
Your Excellency, critics say 

you have lost control of the state
I am the governor, I am fully 

in charge. I take full responsibil-
ity. I guarantee all people their 
safety. I am happy that we have 
had a new injection of service 
commanders who have come in 
to add value. By this, it is obvious 
that the Federal Government 
is in support of our action and 
standing by us. The President 
had given his word that he 
would support Cross River to 
come out of this challenge. It is 
a temporal challenge. It is not 
known to Cross River or its his-
tory. This is very insulting to our 
psyche and heritage, we would 
do everything we can to put an 
end to this menace.

What advice do you have for 
those who are scared about the 
security situation of the state at 
the moment?  

They should feel free to walk 
freely. One thing I can assure 
every Cross Riverian is that for 
every incident that has occurred, 
the combined team has been able 
to trace and track the culprits. 
As we speak 17 of the criminals 
of the last incident have been 
picked up and they have started 
confessing. The three kingpins 

that I know, we have identified 
their homes, we have the conve-
nience of their armory, we have 
a clear picture of their modus 
operandi and we are working on 
a massive attack. I speak as the 
United States would do. They let 
you know that they are coming 
for you and they will come after 
you. We are coming after them. 
We know all the militants who 
are now parading and taking 
full occupation of Bakassi. We 
would free the people of Bakassi. 
The people of Bakassi have seen 
enough pain- lands taken, oil 
wells taken, reduced to want in 
spirit, body and economy. We 
cannot afford also to create a 
perilous nightmare for the same 
people. It is one time too many 
that the people of Bakassi must 
go through all of this pain. I use 
this opportunity to call on the 
Federal Government to please 
look into the jurisprudence of 
taking of our oil wells, to please 
look into the issue of what is 
fair and just. That Cross River 
cannot afford to continue to be 
a state that would go cap-in-
hand begging. It is a rich state, a 
state with good heritage and we 
need the support of the Federal 
Government to overcome this 
trying moment.

Governor Ben Ayade
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Three Arms 
Zone’s 
unceasing 
drama

T
hose who came close 
to and around the 
Aso Rock Presiden-
tial Villa this past 

week could hear a pin drop, 
low-pitched noiselessness, 
and silence that has been 
the environmental charac-
teristics since the change 
phenomenon.

However, it’s not the case 
with the National Assembly 
next door which is embroiled 
in controversies from forgery 
to sexual crime allegations in 
its struggle for credibility. The 
states are so ruffled and rid-
dled with shortages of funds 
and inabilities to pay salaries 
with their governors paled in 
the face of the storms.

The most interesting dra-
ma of the week is the one 
which debuted in the upper 
chamber of the National As-
sembly. It is already in the 
public purview, so I don’t 
need to bore you with it but 
for the many angles to the 
drama. Reports have it that a 
senator actually threatened 
to beat up a female colleague 
during an argument. The 
most interesting thing is 
that they threw to the dogs 
the principles of collective 
responsibilities to contend 
issues that are internal to 
their All Progressives Con-
gress (APC). You must be 
familiar with the details 
by now.

It has become brazenly 
clear that the Legislature 
and the Executives are now 
poised for a showdown. So 
we expect more drama in 
the days ahead, please don’t 
blame me, some of the shows 
of shame now grace our tele-
vision set leaving viewers 
wanting for part two.

I just cannot bear not to 
talk about the show of shame 
in the same upper house. Too 
much drama by adults, peo-
ple’s mommies, and daddies 
saddled with the responsibil-
ity of making laws for the 
whole country. What lessons 
are they playing out for the 
younger generation who 
would occupy those seats 
tomorrow?

INSIDE Aso Rock

With ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG

C
o n d e m n at i o n s 
have continued 
to trail the nomi-
nation of Philip 
Shaibu by the 

leaders of All Progressives 
Congress (APC) as running 
mate to its gubernatorial 
candidate, Godwin Obaseki.

A socio-cultural organisa-
tion, Umagbanegbe, and Be-
nin Consultative Group, had 
expressed displeasure over 
the nomination of Shaibu, 
a lawmaker representing 
Etsako federal in the federal 
constituency.

The groups in their dif-
ferent separate protests in 
Benin-City alleged that the 
nomination of the federal 
lawmaker as running mate to 
the party’s gubernatorial can-
didate was the third agenda 
of the outgoing Governor, 
Adams Oshiomhole.

President of Benin Con-
sultative Group (BCG), Efosa 
Aguebor, addressing jour-
nalists, said the action of the 
governor was a slap on the 
faces of Edo people and was 
capable of harming the APC 
in the state.

The group, however, gave 
a two-week ultimatum to 
Oshiomhole to mend fences 
with the requisite Edo South 
stakeholders.

It also urged the state 
chairman of the APC, An-
selm Ojezua to, with im-
mediate effect, retract his 
alleged “insulting and un-
complimentary” statement 
on the National Chairman 
of the party, John Odigie-
Oyegun and the entire peo-

ple of Edo South senatorial 
district.

Umagbanegbe socio-cul-
tural group in its statement 
said the decision of the leaders 
of the party to pick its run-
ning mate from the sitting 
governor’s senatorial district 
was tantamount to political 
suicide.

It however, called for the 
immediate resignation of the 
state’s chairman of the party, 
Anselm Ojezua for presiding 
over a meeting where a deci-
sion to allegedly set his “house 
ablaze was taken”.

Martins Okoh and Raph Ig-
bovo, president and secretary 
of the group, respectively, al-
leged that the nomination of 
Philip Shuaibu from Etsako 
West Local Government as 
APC gubernatorial running 
mate was an open statement 
to the people of Edo Central 
that they have no stake in 
APC.

“Gubernatorial running 
mate from Edo Central (Es-
anland) would have been 

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, Benin

Condemnation trails APC 
nomination of Shaibu as 
Obaseki’s running mate

part of the efforts to main-
stream the senatorial dis-
trict into the political struc-
ture of the state. For failing 
to c onsider the p olitical 
implication in taking the 
party’s gubernatorial run-
ning mate to the sitting gov-
ernor’s senatorial district 
as earlier speculated was a 
red signal to Esan people to 
go to hell and not needed in 
the party.

“Any right-thinking politi-
cian will know that it is not 
politically wise to give the 
deputy governor’s slot to a 
zone which has the outgoing 
governor. Edo north has the 
governor with the deputy 
from Edo south right now,” 
they said.

They however, advised 
the leadership of the party 
in the state to find a way of 
pacifying the Edo Central to 
avoid a situation whereby 99 
percent of the votes in Edo 
Central might be delivered 
to the PDP on September 10 
gubernatorial election.

Politics

His disclosure conflicted with 
the production figures that 
had been provided by the

Minister of State for Pe-
troleum Resources, Ibe Ka-
chikwu and international 
news wires such as Reuters 
and Bloomberg, quoting oil 
traders, who had all said that 
Nigeria’s oil output had risen 
to 1.9

million barrels per day 
(bpd) after falling to a 20-year 
low of 1.4 million bpd.

Did you hear that you can 
now hire Presidential jets? 
Yes, since the government 
said they do not plan to re-
duce the number on the fleet, 
they may have decided to put 
some of them up for hire, for 
extra cash. Sounds strange 
right? I know.

The National Chairman of 
the All Progressives Congress, 
John Odigie-Oyegun, in an 
interview with a national 
daily jocularly said some of 
the aircraft were available for 
hire. Ok, let’s assume he was

indeed joking. Who would 
put up an aircraft with a seal 
on hire? Does that even sound 
right?

“I think this has largely 
been cut down. Besides, I 
think they are even available 
for hire in case you want to 
use any of them (general 
laughter). Don’t forget, from 
the very first day, even the 
vehicles being used by Mr. 
President were exactly the 
same vehicles used by his 
predecessor,” he said in re-
sponse to a question on why 
the promise made by the APC 
to cut down on the fleet was 
yet to be fulfilled.

There are a total of ten 
aircraft on the Presidential air 
fleet. The budget of the PAF 
has always been shrouded in 
controversies and it has not 
been clear on how much it 
costs taxpayers to maintain 
the PAF.

According to Shehu Gar-
ba, senior special adviser on 
Media to President Muham-
madu Buhari, between May 
2015 and November 2015, 
N2billion, was spent on the 
maintenance of the PAF. This 
amount, he said included 
salaries and repayment of 
old debts.

So in the last week, the 
Senate finally played host 
to the Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of the Federation  
Babachir  David Lawal and 
the attorney general of the 
federation. Remember La-
wal’s outbursts with

ministers at the Federal 
Executive Council meeting, 
yes call him blunt or the bully 
you won’t be wrong.

He hid nothing from the 
legislative members, telling 
the truth that government 
cannot even fund its own 
budget and they are talking 
of constituency projects. He 
was summoned by a Senate 
committee for saying the 
Federal Government will not 
fund constituency projects.

He only told them the 
blunt truth about present 
day realities. “The statement 
is correct. That is my state-
ment. We cannot guarantee 
the implementation of con-
stituency projects in the 2016 
budget…” he said in response 
to a question at the upper 
house chambers.

“I spoke with the Minis-
ter of Budget this morning 
(yesterday) and I asked him 
for the revenue base of the 
government. We are now 
receiving about 50 percent 
to 60 percent of earnings as 
against what was projected.

“Some ministries, depart-
ments, and agencies (MDAs) 
might find it impossible to 
implement projects appro-
priated in their budgets. We 
have to re-prioritise. I would 
like us to understand that 
this is the background upon 
which I made that statement,” 
he said, insisting that con-
stituency projects will not be 
implemented this year.

The constituency projects 
are a total of N100billion. Can 
we afford it? The other part of 
the question is why the SGF 
would be telling us the budget 
cannot be implemented in 
full? Is he authorised to speak 
in that capacity.

He also disclosed that the 
nation sometimes produces 
as low as 800,000 barrels per 
day. This figure didn’t sit well. 

Philip Shaibu

former vice president and chieftain of the All Progressives Congress (APC), Atiku Abubakar (Right) with the chairman, 
Nigeria House Project Committee, Bappa Aliyu Misau, (center) and project coordinator/chief executive officer, M.B 
Abdullahi, when members of the body visited the former vice-president at his Asokoro residence in Abuja.
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Assembly Watch 

A
s the ‘roforofo’ fight 
between the Senate 
and the Presidency 
gathers steam, the 
week under review 

recorded the most dramatic and 
intriguing play of wits so far, 
as both sides try to outdo each 
other in their quests to advance 
their respective positions. 

Sources at the National As-
sembly had disclosed that the 
face-off between the Senate 
and the Presidency would es-
calate in the weeks ahead. This 
they considered so, as Senate 
President Bukola Saraki is cur-
rently standing trial at the Code 
of Conduct Tribunal (CCT) over 
false assets declaration, while 
criminal charges against him 
and three others at a Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT) High 
Court, Abuja was adjourned till 
September 28, 2016. 

Needless to say that the un-
ending political drama will make 
a blockbuster when enacted. 

The week under review saw 
the appearance of five top gov-
ernment officials before the Red 
Chamber, summoned to justify 
certain actions and economic 
policies of government.  

They include the Attor-
ney General of the Federation, 
Abubakar Malami, who insisted 
that the there was no going back 
on the forgery trial of the Presid-
ing Officers of the upper legisla-
tive chamber and that the Senate 
Rules 2015 were forged; Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Geoffrey On-
yeama, and the Secretary to the 
Government of the Federation 
(SGF), Babachir David Lawal, 
who confirmed that there was 
no going back on the alleged 
lopsided nomination of 47 am-
bassadors designate; Minister of 
Budget and National Planning, 
Udoma Udoma, and the Direc-
tor-General Budget Office Ben 
Akabueze who attributed the 
delay in the execution of capital 
projects in the 2016 Budget to 
procurement procedure and low 
level of revenue generation.

Details of the rancorous 
Tuesday executive session also 
emerged, with allegations and 
counter-allegations between pro 
and anti-Saraki senators. While 
two All Progressives Congress 
(APC) senators from Lagos State, 
Gbenga Ashafa and Solomon 

Adeola condemned their coun-
terpart from Kogi State, Dino Me-
laye for verbally assaulting Remi 
Tinubu, wife of a former Lagos 
State governor and respected 
chieftain of the All Progressives 
Congress, Bola Tinubu, at the 
closed-door meeting, the senator 
defended his utterances, insist-
ing it was the female lawmaker 
who threw the first salvo when 
she called him a thug and dog.  

This, he said, did not go down 
well with him, as he called her 
“stupid”. 

Similarly, it emerged that a 
letter from the Presidency seek-
ing the confirmation of Ibrahim 
Magu as substantive chairman 
of the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC), was 
sent to the upper legislative 
chamber three weeks ago but 
read on the floor Thursday. 

The document signed by Vice 
President Yemi Osinbajo when 
he was acting president, was 
dated June 17 and received by 
the office of the Senate President 
on June 22, 2016. 

Delay in reading the letter 
may not be unconnected with 
the face-off between the Senate 
and the Presidency over forgery 
trial of Saraki, Ekweremadu and 
two top management staff of the 
National Assembly.

In line with Senate Rule, the 
letter will be scheduled in the 
Order Paper by the Majority 
Leader (whose duty is to manage 

the legislative schedule of the 
Senate), after which it will be 
referred either to the relevant 
Committee or Committee of the 
Whole as the case may be. But it 
is yet be seen if Magu would be 
accorded expeditious screening 
considering the fact that it took 
three weeks for the letter to be 
read at plenary.

Other members of the Com-
mission to be screened along-
side Magu include: Moses Nda-
sule, Mamman Lawan, Najib 
Galadanci and Adebayo Adeleke.

The Red Chamber also con-
sidered the report of the Com-
mittee on Land Transport on the 
61-year-old Nigerian Railway 
Corporation Act (Repeal and Re-
enactment) Bill. However, the 
clause-by-clause consideration 
was not concluded and would be 
completed in subsequent legisla-
tive day(s).

The report of the Joint Com-
mittees on Ethics, Privileges 
and Public Petitions Appropria-
tions and Finance on the com-
plaint from Matthew Urhoghide 
against Babachir Lawal, Secre-
tary to the Government of the 
Federation was also laid.

A motion sponsored by Dino 
Melaye (APC, Kogi West), urged 
state governments to immedi-
ately begin the implementation 
of a priority expenditure scheme 
that will equate the payment of 
teachers’ salaries with public 
expenditure such as security.

The legislative body also ex-
pressed grave concern over 
the persistent failure of state 
governments to pay teachers’ 
salaries and urged the Federal 
Government to immediately en-
ter into negotiations with such 
states with a view to presenting 
an effective comprehensive 
intervention scheme that will 
address the trend to the National 
Assembly.

The parliament also tasked 
the federal, state and local gov-
ernments to immediately take 
necessary steps towards the 
payment of all outstanding sal-
ary arrears they owe teachers.

Several bills also passed First 
Reading during the week. They 
include: Federal Entrepreneur-
ship Centres (Establishment Etc) 
Bill; Medical and Dental Practi-
tioners Act (Amendment) Bill; 
Corrupt Practice and other Re-
lated Offences Act (Amendment) 
Bill; Cassava Flour (Mandatory 
Inclusion in Flour Production) 
Bill and Environmental Impact 
Assessment Act (Amendment) 
Bill;

Others are: Prevention of 
Crime Act (Amendment) Bill; 
Water Resources Act (Amend-
ment) Bill; National Agricultural 
Land Development Authority 
Act (Amendment) Bill; Bee (Im-
port Control Management) Act 
(Amendment) Bill and Agricul-
tural and Rural Management 
Training Act (Amendment) Bill. 

When will this face off end?From the Red Chamber
With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

R
eally, it is not the best 
season for members of 
the House of Repre-
sentatives.

For some of them who 
were first timers, I’m sure they 
never bargained for what is 
playing out in terms of consid-
ering the myriad of scandalous 
whirlwind rocking the 8th 
Assembly. While struggling 
to come out of one, another 
rears its ugly head. Currently, 
the Lower chamber is grap-
pling with the proposed plan 
to grant “immunity” to the 
Senate President and Deputy 
Senate President as well as the 
Speaker and Deputy Speaker 
of the House of Representa-
tives by amending Section 308 
of the 1999 Constitution. Simi-
lar proposal passed by the sev-
enth Assembly was truncated 
by the ex-President, Goodluck 
Jonathan who declined assent 
to the harmonised legislation. 
The argument from the law-
makers was that the ongoing 
trial of the incumbent Senate 
President, Bukola Saraki and 
his deputy, Ike Ekweremadu 
is causing undue distraction. 
One of the lawmakers how-
ever, said that none of the 
incumbent presiding officers 
of the 8th Assembly is go-
ing to enjoy the privilege, a 
submission which I describe 

as unfounded and frivolous. 
Meanwhile, the week’s legisla-
tive activities featured the 
consideration of several bills, 
motions and petitions from 
the general public. The high 
point of the legislative work 
happened on Thursday when 
the joint House Committee on 
Ethics and Privileges as well as 
Foreign Affairs flagged-off the 
investigative public hearing on 
the alleged sex scandal involv-
ing three lawmakers namely: 
Mohammed Garba Gololo 
(APC-Bauchi); Mark Gbillah 
(APC-Benue) and Samuel Ikon 
(PDP-Akwa Ibom).

Surprisingly, Mrs. Gbillah 
and the baby who accompa-
nied Hon. Gbillah to the US 
though denied the privilege 
of staying in the same hotel 
during the Leadership Work-
shop held in Cleveland, US in 
April 2016, also attended the 
investigative public hearing. 
Unfortunately, the exercise 
was stalled by the absence of 
the Nigerian Foreign Affairs 
Minister, Geoffrey Onyeama, 
who was mandated to liaise 
with the US Ambassador, 
James Erstwhile and Nigerian 
Ambassador to the US. On his 
return from Kigali, Rwanda by 
19th July 2016, he is expected 
to appear before the joint Com-
mittee on Thursday, 20th July 

2016 to brief the Committee on 
the sex scandal so far.

But my concern during 
the exercise was the outburst 
and blame thrown at the US 
Ambassador of breaching 
the communication protocol. 
For me, it’s too early to raise 
such dust. Never forget, what 
prompted the petition was the 
alleged untoward attitude of 
the three lawmakers to the fe-
male US top official who out of 
courtesy invited and present-
ed the issue bare before them. 
In return, the embattled law-
makers threw decorum into 
the wind, lashing out at her. 
Oh, without being the judge in 
this case, I will be at hand on 
Thursday to get accurate re-
port of the entire process from 
the Minister, Ambassador and 
the three lawmakers as well as 
the other seven who attended 
the Workshop, though had 
clean bill of health.

I hope the Committee will 
not forget to ask why the visas 
of the accused lawmakers 
were terminated while the 
case is yet to be prosecuted by 
relevant authorities already 
informed about the allegation. 
Worried by the gravity of the 
allegations on the corporate 
image of the country among 
comity of Nations, interested 
stakeholders including Mala-

chy Ugwumadu, president of 
Committee for the Defence 
of Human Rights (CDHR) 
and David Ugolor, executive 
director, African Network for 
Environment and Economic 
Justice (ANEEJ), who attended 
the hearing admonished the 
House not to handle the inves-
tigation with kid-glove, rather 
to go a step further to defend 
the integrity of Nigeria.

The House also consid-
ered and passed the motion 
which seeks to checkmate the 
abusive administration of pain 
killer drug, Tramadol among 
Nigerian youths, otherwise de-
scribed as “deadlier than those 
of other narcotics like cocaine 
and heroin.”

The budget of the Fed-
eral Capital Territory (FCT) 
for 2016 fiscal year worth 
N241,455,285,471 was also 
passed through third read-
ing. Out of the total sum, 
N52,982,280,360 is for per-
sonnel costs; the sum of 
N34,388,260,823 is for over-
head costs while the balance of 
N154,084,744,288 is for capital 
expenditure. I was particu-
larly elated by the resolution 
passed by the Lower Chamber 
on investigative hearing on 
the N700 billon bail-out given 
by Federal Government to 27 
states. The debate opened up 

the debate on the impropriety 
of some state governors who 
amass wealth through public 
funds including the bail-out 
which was approved basically 
for the payment of outstand-
ing salaries of workers. The 
issue also threw up the debate 
on whether the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) breach its stat-
utory functions to release such 
funds or not. While we all 
await the outcome of all these 
national issues, it is pertinent 
for Nigerians to get involved 
in the Nigerian project. The 
Legislative arm should be held 
accountable by ensuring that 
they perform their constitu-
tional functions.

For Reps’, it’s a ‘crown of thorns’ From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA
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W
hile many people concerned about the 
health or lack of it of the economy were 
clamouring for the constitution of an 
economic team, what they did not know 
was that President Muhammadu Buhari 

already had one. In fact, he has had it since November 2015, 
making it about the first major decision he took after ap-
pointing his minister. That is precisely what Laolu Akande, 
Vice President Yemi Osinbajo’s senior special assistant on 
media and publicity, said when responding to calls for the 
president to set up one. And one of the leading lights of the 
team is the ubiquitous Abba Kyari. Of course, it is the same 
man who the president recently named into the board of 
the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) 
even as he is the chief of staff to the president.

Sitting atop of the team is Vice President Osinbajo with 
Godwin Emefiele, governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) as well as five ministers. So why have the existence 
of the team remained unknown? Why did it have to take 
the strident calls of people for a list of serving minister to 
be dished out as members of an economic team? I must 
confess I was one of those that thought the president did 
not have one. Just as every other ignorant Nigerian, I never 
heard or read of the team proposing a policy, evaluating 
or reviewing one.

Nigerians are all ignorant of the workings of govern-
ment. Those are the words of Lai Mohammed, minister of 
information, when he explained that the team had been up 
and running. Now, it is official. We have had an economic 
team we barely knew existed. Which is just as it should be.

What has been put together is a caucus within the 
council of ministers to set an economic road map for the 
president. With the same crop of personnel appointed at 
the pleasure of the president, the main pre-occupation 
of the members will be to demonstrate and sustain their 

loyalty to their principal. The departure from what obtained 
under previous administrations where the private sector 
not only had significant representation and also got heard 
is a loud statement on Buhari’s perception on how the 
economy should be grown

Beyond his time in the military which thrives on com-
mand and control, Buhari is a product of a system that sees 
government as the sole machinery to achieving ends. It is 
a system that does not task the individual’s entrepreneural 
drive or challenge his spirit of adventure. From his enrol-
ment in the military to his rise to the pinnacle, Buhari’s 
story has been that of the benefits of one’s accident of 
birth and religion than that of the outcome of individual 
brilliance and excellence. The president does not seem to 
get the fact that the history of every society and epochal 
transformations in modern times have been the product 
of individual drive by people that did not necessarily have 
to hold public office.

Government, to our president, is still the all-knowing 
omnipotent behemoth that everybody must gravitate 
towards for patronage. By making the economic team 
the exclusive of his appointees, Buhari considers the 
private sector and individual entrepreneurs extensions 
of his famous noise makers classification of his ministers. 
He apparently gets enough noise from the ministers that 
had to be appointed because the constitution makes it 
compulsory that he could not afford additional decibel 
from the private sector.

He believes in big government where the authorities at 
the centre have to call the shots. That mentality largely ac-
counts for his decision to hold onto the petroleum portfolio 
considering that the economy is all about the black gold.

It is no rocket science to conjecture what good would 
come out the economic team. Before approval was given for 
illusory official exchange rate for the naira to be jettisoned, 
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things had to get almost irretrievably bad that Buhari’s aqui-
esence had to be a fait accompli. The CBN with Emefiele 
as governor has lost its moral authority with the revela-
tions over the withdrawal of money from its vaults under 
the Goodluck Jonathan administration. It can no longer 
stand its ground on matters of the economy. And the other 
members? They will only be too glad to show their loyalty 
by enthusiastically agreeing with everything the president 
says. After all, the buck does not stop on their desk.

The only group that would have boldly explained the 
road map to managing the economy is the private sector 
which has been shut out. As Akande stated while revealing 
that an economic team already exists, “economic manage-
ment is a government affair”. Of course. But government has 
proven to be a terrible manager of business, especially in 
our own part of the world. Growth is predicated on creat-
ing the right ambience that would lure those with the extra 
cash to your country to till the ground, create wealth and 
jobs and pay tax.

If Buhari is bordered about the economic legacy 
he desires to leave behind, he should be worried that 
manufacturers are moving their machines and jobs away 
from Nigeria. He should be in constant liaison with them 
to fashion a strategy that will encourage investors to stay 
even if new ones are yet to respond. As it were, we are 
not on the path to stemming the downward spiral in the 
economy. Probably the presidency does not believe that the 
economy is being shut down. The drive to minimise cor-
ruption is a laudable one and it must be said that building 
and strengthening institutions to enforce relevant laws are 
more enduring strategies than the body language of a new 
Sherriff. As my friend Abraham Ogbodo stated, you do not 
have to kill the economy to kill corruption. This economic 
team, if it truly exists, is a farce.

PUBLISHER/CEO
Frank Aigbogun

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Prof. Onwuchekwa Jemie

EDITOR
Zebulon Agomuo

DEPUTY EDITOR
John Osadolor, Abuja

ASSISTANT EDITOR
Chuks Oluigbo

NEWS EDITOR

Bill Okonedo 

CHIEF MARKETING AND 
SALES OFFICER
Kola Garuba

CHIEF FINANCE OFFICER
Folashade Odusanya

MANAGER, SYSTEMS & CONTROL
Fabian Akagha

MANAGER, CORPORATE SERVICES 
& STRATEGY
Vwoke Ighure

GM, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
(North)
Bashir Ibrahim Hassan

GM, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
(South)
Ignatius Chukwu

NEWS ROOM
08023283822
07031029998
08034462544
08054691823
08034009034
80116759817 (Abuja)

ADVERT
08116759801
08082496194

SUBSCRIPTION
01-2950687
07045792677
08027754785

www.businessdayonline.com
The Brook, 
6 Point Road, GRA, 
Apapa, Lagos, Nigeria.
01-2799100

LEGAL ADVISERS
The Law Union

Yes, Buhari has an economic team



21Sunday 17 July 2016

CommentSend 800word comments to comment@businessdayonline.
comment is free

A 
few weeks back, Democratic hopeful 
in the coming American Presidential 
Elections, Hilary Clinton, declared her 
main challenger, Donald Trump  as 
someone who is “temperamentally unfit” 

to serve as Commander in Chief with “dangerously 
incoherent” foreign policy ideas in an address. Hillary 
further argued that his candidacy poses a threat to 
the nation’s security and could even lead to a global 
economic crisis.

For those who might be thinking that Hillary was 
merely making a political statement, Mr. Trump’s 
response to the Orlando massacre which occurred 
in the early hours of  June 12th at a gay nightclub 
in Orlando, Florida, where at least 50 people were 
gunned down by a deranged 29-year-old American-
born Muslim, rather validate Hillary’s claim. The wacky 
Orlando incidence has since been described as the 
deadliest mass shooting in American history and the 
worst terrorist attack since 9/11.

It is strange that while the whole world rose to 
condemn the act, Mr. Trump preferred to capitalize 
on the event for political gains. In the aftermath of the 
deadliest shooting in US history, Mr Trump tweeted 
that he was right about radical Islamic terrorism, 
warning “it’s only going to get worse”.

It will be recalled that the Republican presumptive 
contender has recommended a temporary ban on 
Muslims to the United States as a way of combating 
the threat of terrorism. Many commentators have 
since described Mr Trump’s position as “hateful and 
awful”. How on earth would a man aspiring to lead the 
greatest nation on earth come up with such tactless 
and slapdash statement at a time a whole nation and, 

I
mpunity is defined as the state of being exempted 
from the consequences of a bad action. People 
who occupy high positions in society are the 
people who mostly are found guilty of impunity 
because they enjoy some kind of immunity as 

a result of their positions. However, the processes of 
attaining such heights are supposed to guarantee that 
people for such high offices should possess self restraint 
and responsibility before they are given such offices.

Some systems of government have lost their appeal 
all over the world mainly because they do not have an 
answer to this question of impunity. Monarchy and 
autocracy of any kind fall into this category.

 The exercise of political power comes with a level 
of natural immunity and in some cases, officially 
conferred immunity that shields such a person from any 
punitive measures arising from his actions while in that 
office. This immunity naturally gives birth to impunity 
and blatant abuse of office. The main reason for 
choosing democracy over other modes of government 
is that it promotes the rule of law and empowers the 
ordinary people to checkmate leaders, thus whittling 
down acts of impunity. In Nigeria, however, this is far 
from the reality.

 But we all know that human behaviour needs to 
be checked in any given situation to avoid unpleasant 
outcomes. What this means is that the society must 
devise effective means of checking the excesses of 
people occupying government offices. A system of 
bringing every action to book must be put in place 
to forestall a total collapse of law and order. Impunity 
begets impunity. When the governor chases people 
out of the road with deafening siren and a reckless 
convoy, the bus driver takes the liberty to shun the 
traffic light or use the wrong lane whenever it suits 
him. The police officer takes his own liberties and uses 
his office paraphernalia to intimidate ‘bloody civilians’. 
Everyone joins the trend when they see that nobody is 
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Orlando massacre and Donald Trump
their loved ones. All he saw was an opportunity to hit 
at his political enemies, secure more sympathy from 
an already angry citizenry and make his journey to the 
White House simpler. He was in such a haste to score 
cheap political point that he goofed on the citizenship 
of the insane assailant. It took a reminder from the 
more politically suave Hillary that the murderer was 
an American bred and raised in the United States for 
Mr. Trump and his supporters to realize that they have 
made yet another costly goof.  

There are several ways to explain the horrible 
response of Mr. Trump to the Orlando massacre. One 
is that Mr. Trump is desperate for power. The second 
is that he lacks proper grasp of legislative issues 
surrounding sales of guns in his own country. It is 
on record that Republicans in Congress have moved 
to block Democratic proposals to block gun sales to 
people on federal no-fly lists for those suspected of 
terror links, citing the rights of those who may be on 
such lists by mistake. It is not yet known whether the 
Orlando killer was on any such list.

Mr. Trump was unsurprisingly more interested 
in the ‘Muslim hate’ theory than bringing attention 
to the cause of easy availability to very powerful 
guns. Without a doubt, in deliberately choosing 
not to appreciate any proposition of restraining the 
availability of powerful guns that make it possibly to kill 
a lot of people rapidly, Mr Trump is rejecting a practical 
policy that has been successfully tried in places such 
as Australia, Japan and Britain.

Tragically, Mr Trump is not just waiving aside a gun 
control policy that has been proven to be successful 
in other climes; he wants Americans to elect him 
president in order to try a fuzzy safety policy hinged 

A leader can decide to tear down three or four 
storey buildings belonging to his perceived enemies 
and nothing will happen. He can choose to render all 
residents of a neighbourhood useless by demolishing 
all important structures for any flimsy reason, including 
their not voting for him. Why will citizens not copy 
impunity from such a political leader?

 Indeed, impunity is a Nigerian. It grows and thrives 
here because the people that should fight it rather 
embrace it as a friend. Because they let it stand and grow, 
it trickles down to every level. A lecturer in a tertiary 
institution stands before his class and tells them that 
everyone must pay a certain amount of illegal fee before 
such a fellow can pass his course. He does not bother 
about what the school laws have said about his actions 
because he understands how to sacrifice to the god of 
impunity. The police man on the road collects his illegal 
(or is it legalized?) roger and brazenly gives the drivers 
change in the full glare of a bus load of passengers. He 
does not care whether any of these people is one of the 
big men of the service who may get him into trouble. 
He knows how to operate under the law of impunity.

A man decides to open a religious business centre. 
He rents a house or erects a batcher but he must, of 
necessity, buy big speakers and horn speakers that he 
will use to torment the entire neighbourhood and coerce 
them into submission to his own brand of religious 
madness. They must hear him whether they like it or not! 
Even when his neighbours are supposed to be sleeping, 
he feels he has the right to keep them awake. After all, it 
is their souls he is trying to save. If this is not impunity, I 
wonder what is. The moment any aggrieved neighbour 
complains, they tag him a cultist or a witch and begin to 
channel dangerous prayers towards him.

 A person decides to pray or do any other religious 
observance and he decides that his neighbour must 
have a taste of his spirituality. He shouts and rants, 

on closing the country to dangerous Muslims, a policy 
that has been tried with success by specifically no 
country on earth.

 Ironically, Mr Trump only succeeded in showing 
off to the whole world the sheer limitation of his 
knowledge about intrinsic international issues.   It is 
rather amusing how he thought that by mere uttering 
of the words “radical Islam”, terrorism will suddenly 
fade away from the surface of the earth. The issues 
are certainly deeper and more complicated than Mr. 
Trump’s simplified assumption.

 For instance, if Mr. Trump thinks that America 
should declare outright war against radical Islam, 
would that actually make it easier to recruit Muslim 
supporters at home and abroad, and if not, how 
does he propose to trash Muslim fanaticism without 
their help? What actually was the intention of Mr. 
Trump when he stated that America has “no way” 
to screen Muslim immigrants or to stop the second 
generation from radicalizing? Is he proposing to 
exorcise American-born Muslims such as the ‘insane’ 
Orlando killer?

Retreating to partisan corner in the aftermath of 
such a gory incidence as the Orlando massacre does 
not in any way do Mr. Trump’s presidential course 
much good as shows by latest polls which have put 
Mrs. Clinton ahead of him It only further exposes 
his political naivety. Certainly, as President Obama 
has rightly put it, the solution to extremist violence 
should not be considered in reductive terms based 
on political ideologies.

Ogunbiyi is of the Features Unit, Ministry of 
Information & Strategy, Alausa, Ikeja, Lagos.

 

disturbing the entire neighbourhood in the name of 
midnight or early morning prayer. Impunity!

Someone decides that he must use a megaphone to 
preach while people are still sleeping in the morning. 
He disturbs innocent people with his preaching and still 
pretends to know what it means to love your neighbour.

Impunity is a Nigerian. There is no doubt about 
it. There is no steady power supply today because 
impunity has militated against it. People at the helm 
of affairs have found it more convenient to pocket 
the huge sums of money earmarked for the electricity 
sector at various times and under various regimes and 
nothing happened. Recently, an electricity worker 
told me that a set of transformers was brought into 
the country for distribution and they were getting set 
to distribute them according to the applications they 
had received from various communities across the 
country. They were shocked when directives came from 
their leaders that they should share the transformers 
among the legislators in the national assembly, who had 
blackmailed them with their budget defense before the 
national assembly. Those transformers were installed in 
the private schools and mega business empires of the 
legislators. Impunity! 

 Our health sector cannot work because of impunity. 
The education sector only breeds vermin and 
miscreants. Criminals are not apprehended because 
impunity reigns. Herdsmen that are fully armed with 
sophisticated weapons ambush a peaceful community 
and massacre them and nothing happens. They 
brazenly sack entire communities and occupy their 
land and nothing happens.

 Nothing happens to law breakers so breaking the law 
has become fashionable. The present government must 
endeavour to deport, repatriate, ostracize and banish 
impunity from Nigeria. Any government that achieves 
this feat will earn the right to the highest honours in 
this country.

indeed the whole world was mourning? 
I have been following the American political scene 

keenly since Hillary and Trump began their quest 
for political ascendancy. And frankly, Mr. Trump’s 
careless remarks after the Orlando massacre merely 
go to authenticate the fears of many concerning his 
presidential credential. His model of jumping on the 
bandwagon of anything that he feels will advance his 
candidacy and if that means sowing more fear and 
paranoia and playing into a kind of racist populist 
strain is fundamentally unbecoming of a man aspiring 
to lead the most sophisticated democracy in the world.

It is rather callous and essentially inconsiderate of 
Mr. Trump to come up with his opportunistic blabbing 
at about the same time as police began counting 
bodies in the Pulse Nightclub in Orlando, steeling 
themselves to ignore the constantly ringing mobile 
telephones of the dead, as loved-ones desperately 
sought news.  At about the same time Mr Trump took 
to twitter to report that he was being praised for his 
foresight in having said that radical Islamists pose a 
threat to the West.

While commenting further on the subject, Mr. 
Trump in his usual garrulous nature piercingly 
condemned both President Obama and Hillary 
Clinton, for not using the words “radical Islam” when 
they condemned the Orlando massacre. Mr Trump 
called on Mr Obama to resign over his choice of words 
and added: “If Hillary Clinton, after this attack, still 
cannot say the two words ‘Radical Islam’ she should 
get out of this race for the Presidency.”

It instructive to state that throughout the early 
moments of the gory Orlando debacle, Mr. Trump did 
not reach out in sympathy with the dead, injured and 

facing any consequences for abusing the system and we 
end up with a cycle of impunity that turns the society 
into a mini hell.

 The greatest tragedy that can befall a people is to 
have leaders who are lawless. As the saying goes, you 
must be a good follower to make a good leader. It is 
only when the system is very weak that a law breaker is 
allowed to become a leader. It shows that the opinion 
moulders and elders are compromised, confused and 
short sighted.  Everything goes bad in such a society. 
This is why the elders of every sane society do everything 
to ensure that only good citizens who obey the laws 
of the land will emerge as leaders. It is by obeying the 
laws of the land that the prospective leader shows his 
or her respect for the land. That is one way to measure 
his passion for the people he wishes to lead. Even after 
such a leader emerges, the system ensures that there is 
a way to save the society from him if he gets intoxicated 
with power.

When a leader treats the laws of the land with 
contempt, everything gets messed up; every single 
thing. It is the responsibility of this leader to ensure 
that every citizen obeys the laws that were put in place 
to make the society habitable.  Where will he find the 
moral right to administer justice and inspire his people 
to do things right when everyone knows that he is the 
law breaker in chief?

 Nigeria epitomizes this tradition of impunity. There 
is no limit to what our leaders can do once they possess 
political power. The rule here seems to be that the rule 
of law exists only for the commoners while the power 
lords are free to do whatever tickles their fancy. A so-
called leader wakes up one day and decides to destroy 
all landmark projects of all leaders before him. He 
actually begins to demolish and destroy legacy projects 
that he cannot rebuild and for no other reason than that 
he wants only his own legacies to remain and indeed 
nothing happens.

TAYO
OGUNBIYI
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May we know what im-
pact your election will 
have on the Nigerian 
women?

F
o r  N i g e r i a n 
w o m e n ,  I  a m 
p u b l i s h i n g  a 
book with collec-
tion from about 

42 countries, about female 
privileges and challenges 
and it is going to high-
light the abuse of girls 
and women. We are not 
a political group, we can-
not force an enactment 
but at least we can create 
awareness that women are 
endangered right from the 
womb. 

In some countries, if 
you are pregnant and your 
mother-in-law knows the 
baby is going to be a girl, 
the pregnancy will be re-
moved. If they don’t know, 
once you have the baby 
and it’s a girl, the baby will 
be killed.

If a girl escapes that as 
an infant then she gets mu-
tilated. Female genital mu-
tilation in different shape, 
different form and when 
a girl escapes that, it gets 
into child marriage. So, 
we are exposing all these 
things and its going to be 
in the book for publication 
and taken to the United 
Nation through aware-
ness and education – why 

‘Female genital mutilation not of 
any medical benefit to the girl child’
Oluyemisi Abiodun Alatise is the president of the International Inner Wheel Movement (IWM), a sister organisation of Rotary Interna-
tional.  She is the first black woman to be elected president of the movement in the over 92 years history of the IWM, for the 2016/17 
year. IWM is a training ground for women and its objectives are to promote true friendship, encourage the ideals of personal service, 
and fostering international understanding. In this interview with SALAU SEYI JOHN, Alatise spoke about her focus as president of IWM.

Oluyemisi Abiodun Alatise

should a woman allow her 
daughter to be mutilated. 
So, we have to stop this 
vicious circle; because it is 
done to me, it must be done 
to you. Female genital mu-
tilation is not of any medi-
cal advantage to the girl 
and we need to educate 
upcoming mothers that 
because they did it to you 
don’t allow it to be done to 
your daughter.

Why the campaign 
against mutilation?

There is no implication 
other than to save the 
girl child. Even though in 
some parts of the world 
when parents don’t muti-
late their child, they still go 
and mutilate themselves 
because the boys will say 
I cannot marry you be-
cause you are not muti-
lated and it is all in the 
selfish interest of the man 
to control the sexual urge 
of the woman, and it has 
been proven that it will 
only make the woman in-
satiable. So, no implication 
other than to save the life 
of the woman.

Female genital mutila-
tion happens mostly in 
the Middle East, Asia and 
Africa. Predominantly in 
Africa, you will only see 
it in Europe among im-
migrants. If you find any 
American or European 

involved in this, it is either 
their parents migrated 
from Africa or the Middle 
East.

What advice do you 
have for Nigerian wom-
en?

Not to Nigerian women 
per se, but to everyone. 
Whatever you like to do, 
do it without thinking 
of the monetary reward. 
Anything you have pas-
sion for, do it and success 

will come at the end of it.
What’s your take on 

street trading or hawk-
ing?

It’s still all about child 
abuse. There is no harm 
in teaching a child how to 
trade, but the child must 
be tailored, the child must 
be guided. I was a street 
hawker as a child. My 
mother was selling wares, 
after school hour, I would 
stop in her shop, she would 

give me some wares and 
on my way from the store 
to the home, I would sell. 

There is no harm in do-
ing it, we just need to edu-
cate the girl, do not follow 
anybody inside his room 
– you have to be ‘street 
wise’. We cannot continue 
to pamper the girl child 
and push the boys. If you 
pamper the girls, you are 
sending them to the world 
where they will be pushed, 
and if you do not push 
them as a child when they 
get to the world they will 
be pushed to the corner. So, 
I do not support the policy 
of pampering the girl and 
pushing the boys. 

Like I said, I was a street 
hawker for my mother, I 
hawked wares, but I had 
routes. My mother used to 
trade in ‘Jankara’ and we 
lived in ‘Rega’. This is the 
route you are going to pass, 
take this route, take this 
route and see how much 
you can sell. So, we need to 
bring them up properly, do 
not follow anybody inside. 
Don’t do this, don’t do that, 
don’t hawk on the main 
road, they just need to be 
educated.

What advice do you 
have for parents

Parents should reduce 
the zeal to use their child 
to look for money. The 

minimum they can get 
within a reasonable time 
should be enough for them 
and do not exploit the girl 
child. Apart from exploit-
ing the child, they are ex-
posing them to dangers.

What do you have to 
say about your election as 
president of IWM?

You don’t see your vot-
ers; so there is nobody to 
canvass for. You don’t even 
see your voters; you are 
seen by the works of your 
hands. They just write it 
on your CV, this is what 
you have done and it will 
be circulated all over the 
world. We don’t do our 
voting in the open, it’s a 
poster vote, you cannot rig 
it, and you cannot canvass 
for vote.

What’s your philoso-
phy in life?   

Touch a heart, it’s a 
philosophy of the spirit, 
whatever you do – touch 
a heart. You cannot touch 
a heart physically, and 
when it becomes touch-
able, it’s deceased. You can 
only touch a heart emo-
tionally by your words 
and deeds. Touch a heart 
softly; don’t hurt other 
people’s emotions. Don’t 
allow your tongue to hurt 
people around you or your 
tongue to hurt yourself. 
Just be kind to all.

of meaningful commu-
nication by government, 
John Ehiguese, CEO of 
MediaCraft, a Lagos-based 
PR agency, believes that a 
lot of work is going on in 
the background to revamp 
the economy, but says 
government needs to leave 
the past and communicate 
better with the business 
community, and indeed 
the Nigerian people, on 
what it is doing.

“There is  a  s erious 
problem with this govern-
ment’s policy communica-
tion machinery that needs 
to be urgently addressed. 
Government communica-
tion needs to be more pro-
active than reactive, and 
we need to see more evi-
dence of strategic thinking 
in the way government 
communicates. Sadly, that 

does not appear to be the 
case,” Ehiguese says.

“For instance, we all 
voted for ‘change’. There 
should have been a strate-
gic effort to get Nigerians 
to take ‘ownership’ of the 
change agenda, in all its 
ramifications, rather than 
the very unfortunate cur-
rent situation where the 
change message, brilliant 
and compelling as it was 
then, has now been re-
duced to what appears 
like a mere opportunistic 
propaganda project, and 
the government’s store of 
goodwill is steadily being 
eroded,” he adds.

Another observer says 
the initial momentum that 
greeted the coming in of 
Buhari administration has 
waned. This is not because 
people are exhausted from 
celebration but because 

they are yet to experience 
the ‘change’ or see signs 
pointing to it. He says the 
communication pattern 
is erroneously skewed 
towards blaming the past 
instead of concentrating 
on what the new admin-
istration is doing.

There have been pains, 
job losses and unfulfilled 
promises, but John Odigie-
Oyegun, national chair-
man of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), in a recent 
interview, said govern-
ment was rebuilding frac-

tured economic base.
“Really, it has been 

more of a period of con-
solidation because the 
economic base of the na-
tion was so fractured, the 
inheritance we took over 
from, as a matter of fact, 
was nose-diving economi-
cally and what needed to 
be done was to stabilise it. 
Everything the president 
has done and what APC-
led government has done 
in the last one year is to 
stabilise the economy of 
the nation,” he said.

“It has also succeeded in 
blocking all the leakages, 
introduced the Treasury 
Single Account which is 
a very laudable one as 
well as waging a big fight 
against corruption. A fol-
low-up to that, this govern-
ment has cut ostentatious 
living of foreign goods 
which the scarce foreign 
exchange was financing 
by allowing Nigerians see 
substitutes at home. This 
in the long run is expected 
to boost local production 
and improve employment,” 
Odigie-Oyegun added.

Wumi Iledare, a pro-
fessor/director at Emer-
ald Energy Institute, Uni-
versity of Port Harcourt, 
and president, Nigeria 
Association for Energy 
Economics (NAEE), told 
BDSUNDAY recently that 
the Buhari administration 

deserves commendation 
on improved transpar-
ency in the way business 
is conducted today than 
yesterday.

O n  s e c u r i t y,  B e n 
Okezie, a security colum-
nist and consultant, also 
told BDSUNDAY that the 
government has done rela-
tively well.

As experts suggest, Bu-
hari government, therefore, 
needs to redirect its com-
munication strategy to its 
efforts in re-building the 
nation, show investors the 
economic direction of the 
government, explain recov-
ery of looted funds and their 
use, and invite Nigerians to 
“a forward-ever march”.

Blame game cannot 
take Nigeria anywhere; 
instead, Nigerians at a 
point would begin to have 
compassion on the blamed.

13 months of sustained blame game...
Continued from page  13

The task of transforming the nooks and 
crannies of the 774 local government areas 

won’t be achieved by plethora of press state-
ments which blame previous administrations
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Japheth Omojuwa is the co-founder of Caerphilly Farms Limited, one of the leaders in Nigeria’s poultry industry. In this interview, 
with JOSEPHINE OKOJIE and MABEL DIMMA, he said Nigeria must provide key infrastructure to enable poultry business thrive. 
Omojuwa also spoke on other issues. Excerpts:

How far would you say 
the government has gone in 
addressing challenges in the 
agricultural value chain in 
Nigeria?

 

S
o far, the govern-
ment has not done 
much; the factors 
necessary for agri-
cultural develop-

ment remain grossly inad-
equate. We do not have the 
transport network to move 
produce out of farms and 
when they finally get moved; 
most of our harvests are lost 
in transit. 

Our storage capacity is di-
sastrously low for a country 
our size and alternative power 
supply gets as much as 40-50 
percent of the cost of produc-
tion in the agric processing 
industries. These challenges 
are an accumulation of what 
Nigeria did by abandoning the 
great gold for the lure of easy 
petrol money. It remains to be 
seen what will happen under 
the current administration but 
even though I am hopeful, I 
would reserve my optimism.

 
Government is talking 

about diversification. How 
can agriculture play a lead-
ing role in this process?

 Agriculture can play a lead-
ing role in diversifying the 
economy if the country can 
meet the demand of food. 
Nigerians prefer to import 
mostly due to shortage in lo-
cal production. This seems to 
be changing with the various 
projects, especially rice-relat-
ed ones.  But this diversifica-
tion must go beyond agricul-
ture; we must pay attention to 
technology because farmers 
need technology to boost 
production and also look for 
opportunities in being the 
labour capital of the world.

 
What is your position on 

the new FX policy on the 
manufacturers of agricul-
tural products?

 The naira has now been 
floated and I believe this is a 
great move. I am personally 

‘Government must 
be strategic on agric policy’  

worm infestations and had 
a much faster response to it 
working with agricultural re-
search institutes.

 How can government 
boost poultry farming in the 
country?

 Government needs to re-
move barriers in starting a 
business, by improving the 
ease of doing business. Farm-
ers used to be seen as just 
farmers and nothing more, 
but young people today are 
getting into agriculture as 
entrepreneurs. 

Another way would be for 
government to continue link-
ing local producers in the 
chain of production for the 
school feeding system, which 
would sustain large produc-
tion in the poultry value chain.

Apart from special loan 
programmes for farmers, 
government can rent out 
government land to farmers at 
very cheap rates and open up 
opportunities for exports, by 
supporting farmers through 
easier process for export.

We have subsidised con-
sumption like that of kerosene 
and petrol for ages, if we ever 

intend to continue subsidies 
but via a more productive 
channel, agriculture and tech 
development would be great 
avenues for strategic produc-
tion subsidies. 

This is the reality in Europe 
and America with agriculture. 
The system is still not mecha-
nised enough, what if we 
make the tools and machines 
easier to import until we are 
able to produce our own tools 
at home? Ultimately, if you 
provide solid roads, good 
storage systems and make 
power available, you would 
have solved half of the prob-
lems facing these agricultural 
entrepreneurs.

 
What are the challenges 

facing poultry farmers in the 
country?

 Same as other farmers 
and even conventional busi-
nesses, with a few excep-
tional realities; we don’t have 
enough extension workers to 
assist new and young farmers 
and even old farmers with 
obsolete farming techniques.

Another challenge has to 
do with the farmers them-
selves. Most of the people 

going into the farming must 
guard against unrealistic prof-
it expectations. They must 
understand the differing re-
alities and production cycles 
between broilers and layers 
for instance. Agriculture gen-
erally takes patience and per-
sistence but most people want 
quick money and erroneously 
assume agric will help ensure 
their ‘kalokalo’ investment 
mentality generates quick and 
unusual returns.

 How can the government 
attract more investment into 
the agricultural sector?

 Do what Kaduna, Lagos, 
Kebbi states are currently 
doing. It is one thing to keep 
screaming, ‘We will diversify 
and focus more on agricul-
ture.’ Agriculture is a serious 
business and not a charity or-
ganisation, so if government 
wants to boost it, it must show 
certain commitment. 

This commitment is what 
farmers and potential farmers 
will see then make their deci-
sions to commit to the sector. 
Look at what we did with ce-
ment production for instance. 

At the early 2000s, we were 
still importing, today not only 
that we are a net exporter of 
cement, we are also export-
ing expertise to other African 
countries. We can replicate it 
in agriculture but that would 
take an almost obsessive 
commitment from govern-
ment. Just take a look at what 
the western governments are 
doing and see what we can 
learn. 

For starters, when the in-
dustry really scales, we would 
not need as many portions 
of the population in agricul-
ture as we currently do. With 
mechanisation, productivity 
becomes higher and Nigeria 
can then be well positioned 
to feed the world. 

The future of food is pros-
perity for those who are well 
positioned in the food chain. 
We have the means and the 
market; we just need to be in-
tentional and strategic about 
these things.

SundayInterview

pro-efficient market and I do 
not believe in a market where 
the government arbitrarily 
restricts certain products.

 
What impact does the cur-

rent interest rate regime 
have on farmers’ ability to 
get loans from deposit mon-
ey banks?

 Farmers are not the fa-
vourites of bankers. Bankers 
are obsessed with fast and 
big – more like government 
money and oil money. It is a 
double whammy for agricul-
ture because the interest rates 
are often high by default, and 
farmers are put through a lot 
more scrutiny and barrier 
because of the risks involved 
with farming and farm pro-
duce.

 
How best can government 

attract youth into farming 
and agribusiness? 

 The face of agriculture is 
changing but like it was late 
to see Nollywood become a 
continental force, the govern-
ment is getting late to this too. 
Support and project those 
young people who are already 
in, connect them with techni-
cal experts and help them get 
better yields. They are more 
likely to be inspired by fellow 
young people who are farm-
ers than the old age farmers 
would inspire them.

 
What impact do you think 

the recent outbreak of army-
worm infestation on maize 
has on poultry feed?

 It would pose a major prob-
lem not only on poultry feed 
but on the availability of maize 
itself but the infestation, I un-
derstand, is declining at the 
moment, as long as it is kept 
under control at least, there 
would be no cause to worry.

 
Do you see the armyworm 

as something Government 
can effectively handle in the 
shortest time?

 I think the ‘Tuta Absoluta’ 
came with telling lessons be-
cause the government raised 
a quicker alarm on the army-

Japheth Omojuwa



A 
generation that does 
not think for itself 
appears to be in ex-
istence in the 21st 
Century Nigeria. 

From kindergarten even to age 
40 when they had finished their 
education and settled down, 
they are still tied to the apron 
string of their parents.

Indeed, it is only natural for 
parents to show interest in the 
welfare of their children. In 
Nigeria, parents bother – and 
rightly so – about the success 
of their children and commit 
themselves to doing whatever 
is within their ability to ensure 
such children make it in life. 
But it is unnatural for parents 
to live the life of their children 
for them.

Today, children no longer 
do anything for themselves. 
The excessive involvement of 
parents in the lives of their chil-
dren nowadays has given rise 
to “stunted” development of the 
children who even at 40 remain 
“Daddy’s boy”, “Mummy’s boy” 
and “lean-on-me” adults!

These days, teachers give 
children homework with the 
intention that it is their parents 
that would do such assignments. 
They encumber the children 
with “projects” on a daily basis 
so much that such pupils often 
have no time to even relax after 
school hours. Oftentimes, the 
pupils have no knowledge of the 
assignments and the so-called 
projects. Parents, in order not 
to allow their children to fail, 
would take it upon themselves 
to do such assignments.

A visibly angry mother, who 
craved anonymity, believes 
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most of the home works and as-
signments are being targeted at 
parents, not the pupils.

“I wonder why a teacher 
would give a child assignment 
on what has not been taught in 
class. I ask myself, are the assign-
ments for the parents or the pu-
pils? I end up spending the whole 
of my evenings and weekends 
doing the ever-increasing as-
signments and projects,” she said.

“This is not the idea of the real 
Montessori being practised in 
other climes. I have made my ob-
servation known at Open Days 
and PTA meetings but there has 
been no change. The shocking 
thing is that it appears to be the 
trend as some of my colleagues in 
the office also say the same thing. 
It is very pathetic, you know,” 
she added.

Apart from the school assign-
ments that parents do for their 
children, many parents also offer 
teachers bribes to help their chil-
dren pass their class examinations. 
During external examinations, 
parents literally read for them and 
do all the running around. They 
do all the registrations online and 
complete the necessary formali-
ties. It is also the parents that go to 
cyber café to print their children’s 
exam numbers, centres and even 
the results.

Furthermore, parents are 
even known to accompany 
their children to exam centres. 
For instance, during common 
entrance examination, Universi-
ties Matriculation Examination 
or any other external examina-
tion, parents not only go to the 
centres with their children but 

go to the extent of waiting under 
any nearby tree until the exam 
is over so they could take their 
children back home.

In some cases, some parents 
are known to have gone the ex-
tra but criminal mile of writing 
exams for their children. While 

some hire mercenaries to write 
these exams, some others com-
promise invigilators to smuggle 
answers into exam hall for their 
children. To gain admission into 
the university, some parents 
pay heavily in cash and in kind. 
In this era of keen competition 
for university admission slot, 
some parents go to any extent 
to ensure their son or daughter 
secures admission, often boast-
ing of their willingness to do 
whatever it takes.

Today, parents are also known 
to engage in all manner of uneth-
ical practices to ensure their sons 
or daughters get job in certain 
places. Indeed, today’s child finds 
it difficult to survive outside his/
her parents.

Describing how bad the situ-
ation has got, a father recently 
told BDSUNDAY that “even 
when your daughter is getting 
married, you spend so much 
money as if you are the one mar-
rying your daughter; the bride 
price is not even paid”.

Narrating his experiences, 
the retired civil servant said 
when his daughter got married, 
he spent so much money to the 
point that they promised to pay 
back.

“Up till now, they have re-
funded nothing,” he added.

Have you wondered why 
marriages crash so often these 
days? A major reason has been 

linked to the nonchalant and 
non-committal attitude of the 
“boys” and “girls” that go into 
the marriage institution these 
days. What is in vogue nowadays 
is match-making – a situation 
where parents of two young 
people agree to yoke their chil-
dren together in an attempt to 
cement their (parents’) business 
or other bond.

An over-pampered young 
man whose entire life revolves 
around his rich parent(s) finds 
himself in an A-list school and 
upon graduation, he steps into 
a blue-chip company for a job 
that has been reserved for him. 
He is given a big and tastefully-
furnished apartment and over-
sized automobile. Although he is 
working and earning fat salary, 
his extravagant lifestyle is still 
being maintained by the parents. 
His salary is for frivolities and no 
one cares.

When his parents think he 
needs a wife, they arrange one 
for him from among some beau-
tiful daughters of their business 
associates or family friends and 
bankroll everything. Ninety-
nine percent of guests at the 
wedding are those in the circle of 
his parents’ friendship. The wed-
ding attracts the crème-de-la-
crème of society and the media 
make headlines of “Chief/Dr This 
and That’s son weds in grand 
style”.  No one, in most cases, 
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remembers the bridegroom’s 
name. He is a scalar quantity, 
so to speak. After the society 
wedding, the couple is sent on a 
honeymoon offshore on the bill 
of multi-millionaire parents. And 
life goes on!

The parents’ shadows never 
disappear because even when 
the couple is blessed with a baby, 
the arrival of the new member 
of the family presents another 
opportunity for excessive spend-
ing and gathering of associates 
and friends of their parents. 
The front rows of the church 
pew where the dedication is tak-
ing place is occupied by Chief/
Dr This and That, while the 
direct father and mother of the 
baby that is being dedicated are 
sandwiched in-between their 
moneybag parents. In many 
cases, those who are celebrating 
don’t appear to have their own 
invitees, possibly because their 
colleagues in office are not in 
the category of the VIPs that are 
being invited by their parents.

Speaking with BDSUNDAY 
recently on the issue, a retired 
educationist and businessman 
lamented how things have 
changed so much so that young 
people are no longer willing to 
take initiatives but abdicate their 
responsibilities to their parents.

“Things have changed so 
much that these days, young 
people are not ready to take 

initiatives unless you push and 
spoon-feed them. I have given 
about three daughters out in 
marriage; I did not collect kobo 
from their husbands; I sponsored 
everything. I have my reason – I 
don’t want anybody to maltreat 
my children,” he told BDSUN-
DAY.

“The same thing happened 
when my son wedded; the only 
thing the young man managed to 
get were the clothes he wore and 
that of his wife. Every other thing 
was shouldered by me,” he added.

Asked if he did not see any-
thing wrong in “spoiling” the 
children in such a manner, he 
said: “You see, when the money 
is there and the right connec-
tions, you want to give your 
children the best. After all, they 
are the reason for your labour. 
But I agree with you to some 
extent because some of these 
things don’t just work out the 
way they are intended to.

“You see, the way some of 
these things are done has made it 
difficult for the youth of today to 
attach importance to anything. 
After spending so much in such 
weddings, you find out that less 
than one year, the marriage is in 
crisis and they have no commit-
ment to it because right from the 
beginning they spent nothing. 
And that is why we see many 
divorces today. But I made it 
clear to my children that I have 
zero-tolerance for divorce. Once 
married, always married.”

Some observers who spoke 
with BDSUNDAY attributed the 

trend to changes in society.
“You know, this is Jet Age, or 

what some people call ‘Rat Race’. 
Everybody is involved in that 
race. No parent wants his/her 
child to ‘carry’ last. That’s why 
they do everything possible to 
push them. Many years ago, 
at least, in my own time, what 
business has a child of 3 or 4 
years with school? But today, it 
is no longer so. If you don’t begin 
early in life, time will leave you 
behind,” said Lydia Agiri, a school 
proprietress.

“Today, employers of labour 
peg employable age below 30; 
so everybody wants to see his/
her child finish school on time 
and get a job. Again, the jobs 
are not there, it also demands a 
lot of push to get one; so it is the 
survival of the fittest. I think 
that’s the good aspect of the 
over-involvement of parents in 
their children’s affairs,” she said.

Agiri also pointed out that 
the level of insecurity in society 
may have forced parents to ac-
company their children to exam 
centres and also help them go 
to cyber café to complete some 
registration processes.

“With increasing cases of 
kidnapping, child-theft, ritual 
killings, etc, parents don’t want 
to take chances. That’s why you 
see them personally taking their 
children to school and even to 
examination centres,” she said.

Speaking on the negative 
aspect of the “lean-on me” syn-
drome, a Lagos-based legal prac-
titioner, who would not want his 
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name in print, said the too much 
pampering most times creates a 
feeling of lack of self-esteem in 
the child.

“Those we may call ‘rich men’ 
children, who had no real life 
exposure, at a point in their lives 
regret such over-pampering, par-
ticularly when they lose their 
parents suddenly in a tragic way. 
Oftentimes, in such cases, such 
children do not overcome such 
crisis. However, in every situation, 
there are isolated cases,” he said.

Anthony Matthew, a banker, 
believes that over-pampering 
of children, particularly in area 
of “spoiling them with money”, 
has a way of exerting negative 
influence on the children.

“When such children watch 
their parents throw their wealth 
about, particularly when the 
source of such wealth is not 
clear, they tend to lose the es-
sence of life early on, which 
negatively impacts the society,” 
said Matthew.

“For instance, when a child 
watches his father or mother 
take certain illicit steps to in-
fluence his admission into the 
university, such a step would 
leave some question marks in 
the mind of such a child, and 
before long, the child will begin 
to, consciously or unconsciously, 
imbibe negative values that may 
in the long run erode and cor-
rode our good values,” he added.



W
hen they address them-
selves at the upper cham-
ber of the National Assem-
bly, they call themselves 

distinguished senator this and that. Pray, 

can anyone tell me what is ‘distinguished’ 
in the ‘Area Boy’ display of a supposedly 
distinguished Dino Melaye last week at 
the floor of the Senate?

The Kogi-born politician reportedly 
flew off handle, railing at the easy-going 
and amiable Senator Oluremi Tinubu over 
a simple observation she made.

Melaye was quoted to have said he 
would beat the woman up and nothing 
would happen. Haba! In a supposedly 
hallowed chamber! In a chamber where 
laws against violence and street fights 
are being made? It is unbelievable. I was 
not at the scene of the fracas, but some 
reports also quoted Melaye as saying he 
would “impregnate” Oluremi Tinubu. The 
question I asked was, how? Did the Lagos 
lawmaker complain to Melaye that she 
needs an illegitimate child?  These are 
gutter language that should not be men-
tioned in such places.

It started like a joke, now it has become 
very serious. Governor Abiola Ajimobi 
is said to be playing god. For several 

weeks now public schools in the state 
have been under lock and key. The Nige-
rian Union of Teachers (NUT) under the 
umbrella of the Nigerian Labour Congress 
(NLC) called out its members who work in 
the public schools in protest against the 
alleged government plan to privatise pub-
lic schools in the state. Labour reasoned 
that it was the duty of government to 
provide free education to a certain level, 
at last, primary education level. NLC also 
believes that if a state government cannot 
run public school system, it would deny 
many children from poor homes the op-
portunity to go to school if the schools get 
privatised. But Ajimobi administration 
would hear none of that. 

Today, even Youth Corps members 
posted to the schools in the state are 
wasting away in idleness while Ajimobi 
allegedly insists the teachers must beg 
him. Meanwhile, he is said to be owing 
teachers backlog of monthly salaries. 
Why must we sacrifice the future of our 
children on the altar of ego? Please, let 

Perilous times! Protests, protests everywhere

With ZebulonSketches

Some years back, it was un-
thinkable that certain things 
happening in Nigeria would 

ever happen. Those were the days 
when Nigerians would hear the 
news about massacres, kidnap-
ping, rape, violent protests and 
they just shook their heads in 
disbelief. Not anymore because 
even worst things happen here 
nowadays. The rate at which 
protests go on in the country these 
days is worrisome. Some years 
ago, protests (“soli-soli”) were only 
known with students in institu-
tions of higher learning. They 
were used to carrying placards 
at a slightest provocation. Even 
when mosquitoes bit them, they blamed 
it on the failure of school authorities. But 
today, workers, pensioners, everybody is 
doing so. That appears to be the only lan-
guage today’s crop of leaders understand. 
In the last few days, workers, pensioners 
and others marched in Ekiti, Edo, Bayelsa, 
etc, for one reason or the other, but chiefly 
for non-payment of salaries, pensions 
and alleged mismanagement of funds. 
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Honestly, it is becoming uncomfort-
able looking helplessly as evil men 
hiding under religion continue to 

take the lives of fellow citizens in the most 
gruesome manner. But the important 
question that comes to mind is, how does 
Abuja react to these bizarre happenings 
in a practical way beyond the ejaculatory 
condemnation of the acts on the on the 
pages of newspapers? When it happened 
in Kano, government condemned the act 
in strongest term. A woman was butch-

B
en Nwabueze, an erudite consti-
tutional lawyer and one of the 
best brains in the legal profession 
the world over, recently took 

Babachir David Lawal, secretary to the 
government of the Federation (SGF), to 
the classroom, sat him down, and point-
edly told him not to make statements on 
issues he is not knowledgeable about

Lawal had tried to create a false im-
pression, according to Nwabueze, that the 
travail of Bukola Saraki and Ike Ekwer-
emadu, Senate president and deputy 

Senate president, respectively, should 
not and must not be taken as if Senate as 
an institution was involved in the case in 
which the principal officers were being 
tried for.

“It is important to emphasize that this 
case involves only the accused persons 
and should not be presented to the un-
suspecting public as involving the entire 
Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 
To bring the National Assembly as a body 
into this court case is totally unwar-
ranted. It can only be for other purposes 
and reasons outside the investigations 
and legal proceedings”, Lawal said.

But the foremost legal icon, Nwabueze, 
delving into the womb of constitutional 
law as practised in other climes, which 
also should be applied in Nigeria as a 
country having three arms of govern-
ment, pointedly told the SGF that he 
goofed and that the Senate as an institu-
tion has no soul and body other than the 
principal officers that represent it.

He also noted that the meddlesome-
ness of the Executive arm of government 
into the affairs of the legislature was 
dangerous as it was contrary to the spirit 
of separation of powers. Lawal Sir, did 
you hear that?

Tutoring! Nwabueze answers SGF

Don’t die for politicians, please
The ego-war in Oyo

Government still akimbo as another Christian woman is killed

Shortly before the gubernatorial pri-
maries in Edo State ahead of the Sep-
tember 10 election, Governor Adams 

Oshiomhole and his deputy, Pius Odubu, 
were on each other’s jugular. At a point it 
was alleged that attempts were made on 
the life of Odubu to frighten him to drop 
his ambition to succeed Oshiomhole.  The 
deputy went ahead to contest the guber-
natorial primaries on the platform of his 
party, APC, but failed. Many Nigerians 
were pleasantly surprised to see Oshiom-
hole and Odubu heartily shaking hands 
as a sign of successful reconciliation the 
other day. The question is what happens 
to those who sustained injuries or who 
suffered one loss or the other in defence 
of Oshiomhole or Odubu while the fire of 
ambition burned hot? That is why it is not 
advisable to go all out to defend a politi-
cian in the attrition war that characterizes 
politics, because when the “foes” would 

Goofed! Melaye’s ‘undistinguished’ rage 

ered before her pastor husband because 
she allegedly refused certain people from 
doing ablution in front of her shop. It 
nearly happened again in Kaduna when 
a young carpenter escaped narrowly as a 
band of Muslim youths descended on him 
for not joining them to do fasting. When 
the attack was reported, government 
screamed to the high heavens, threaten-
ing fire and brimstone on the pages of 
newspapers.

No conscious effort was made by 
government to stem the ugly tide. Now, 
another woman pastor was butchered 
and that has been trending. It will go the 
way of others until another one happens. 
Why can’t the President of Nigeria make 
a nation-wide broadcast, telling one and 
all that such bestial act will no longer be 
tolerated anywhere in the country or is 
there anything we do not know about 
these killings? If a soul is lost in America 
today, the state can go to war; or a soul 
lost in America can necessitate a national 
mourning; why do we treat life here as if 
we have a factory where we can manu-
facture lives? It is high time Aso Rock did 
something practical not just issuing re-
leases on condemnation and condolences.

It is increasingly becoming more dif-
ficult for state governors to pay workers 
salaries, but the most worrisome aspect 
of it all is that while state governors are 
mouthing no money, no money, they are 
living flamboyant life. They have not yet 
curbed their wasteful lifestyle, yet they 
want workers to make sacrifices. It is this 
apparent hypocrisy that irks workers 
excessively. Governors must begin to act 
out the hard times by the life they live.

mend fences and close ranks again, you 
may not be there. Allow them to do their 
own thing.

reason prevail. Sketches gathered that 
government had given directives for 
the schools to resume but teachers and 
non-teaching staff have stuck to their 
guns asking first that their salaries must 
be paid.



For The Record
Sunday 17 July  2016 SUNDAYBD 27

6 reasons we must embrace 
peace in the Niger Delta, now

R
espected elders of Ijawland, let 
me welcome you to your Com-
mission. The NDDC remains 
your own house, your own 
home. Aside being residents 

here in Port Harcourt, we are a child of 
various agitations in the region, across 
all of the ethnic divides, from Ogoniland 
to Ijawland, to Isokoland, to Urhoboland, 
and all across the Niger Delta. And, 
therefore, it’s a delight to always receive 
you in your house.

Let me thank you for the kind of ef-
forts you have put in at ensuring devel-
opment for the region, and also the way 
you have tried to make sure that the Ijaw 
cause does not suffer any loss. It is to the 
credit of the Ijaw National Congress (INC) 
that the recognition of the people of Ijaw 
nationality has become a global matter. 
You have brought this matter to the fore 
and we are very proud of the works that 
you do. As an Ijaw woman myself, cer-
tainly, this is home for me and clearly, 
the INC remains a bastion of hope for us 
in this region.

Let me thank you, Sir, for your gra-
cious comments about what the Niger 
Delta Development Commission (NDDC) 
has done in liaising with all the socio-
cultural organisations across the region. 
As we do for the Ijaw so also we do for 
other nationalities in the region; because 
we understand the vital role of socio-
cultural organizations like yours play in 
ensuring that our people are peaceful, 
coexist properly and also benefit from 
the development efforts of the Commis-
sion and the Federal Government.

Let me reassure you of the commit-
ment of President Muhammadu Buhari 
to ensuring peace and security in the 
Niger Delta region and especially in 
Ijawland. He is a president that loves the 
people of Ijawland and, therefore, is com-
mitted to ensuring that the benefits from 
government reach every other person. 
His commitment to the Niger Delta is 
very clear. In the recent commencement 
of the clean-up in the region, starting 
with Ogoniland but to be spread across 
the region, all of it, the mantra is that we 
clean up and we stay clean. This govern-
ment does not want us to continue to suf-
fer the effects of pollutants in our region 
and they are determined to compel every 
polluter to pay for the pollution.

And so we have a government that 
clearly is interested in the matters 
that affect the region. Let me also say 
it’s because of his commitment to the 
NDDC that President Buhari has been 
very consistent and has made it clear 
that his mandate to us is that we must 
deliver development in the region. He’s 
unwilling to condone any sloppiness. 
He’s unwilling for us to behave as if we 
do not understand the pains of the people 
of the region. And so I would like to reas-
sure you of a President that is commit-
ted to your concerns as a socio-cultural 
organisation.

Having said that, Sir, we sense a liv-
ing danger and a danger that will affect 
all of us if we do not stem this tide as 
fast as we can. As elders of the region, 
as elders of Ijawland, you have to take a 
position; you have to make sure that this 
problem comes to a grinding halt. It is in 
our selfish interest. We are not talking 
about the benefits that accrue to us as a 
country, but the benefits that accrue to 
us as people from the region. Even the 
Commission can only exist if we are able 
to provide oil, because our funding as a 
Commission comes from derivation.

So, it is only to the extent to which 
there’s oil being sold that the NDDC 
can continue to operate. It is only to the 
extent that Nigeria earns revenue that 
the budget of the NDDC will be funded. 
It is only to the extent that that happens, 

A voice in the wilderness

Top Ijaw elders and leaders met with the managing director of  the Niger 
Delta development Commission (NDDC), Ibim Semenitari, and she spoke 
with passion, and attempted to pierce through to their hearts in the matter 
of bombing and shooting down the oil economy. She explodes:

Ibim Semenitari Continues on page 28
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that we can develop the region and pay 
contractors or even take care of some of 
the corporate social responsibility (CSR) 
programmes that we get involved in. And 
so, if there is no money in the kitty, then 
everybody goes home hungry.

But, it is worse than not having mon-
ey. It’s in the fact that if we continue 
to pollute our environment – and the 
truth is that 70 per cent of the pollu-
tion is from third party polluting – if we 
continue to pollute our region, then we 
cannot even grow anything to eat. Let’s 
assume that there is no money in the 
national coffers, our brothers in other 
regions do not have pollution, so they 
can at least farm and eat. They may not 
have money for any extras, but in each 
of their backyards, they can plant veg-
etables, they can plant yams and they 
can feed. And by the time we destroy 
our entire environment, nobody will be 
able to eat anything. We cannot drink 
our oil, and we cannot even extract it to 
sell by ourselves by the time we drive 
away everybody.

So, it is important that we understand 
it’s in our selfish interest to stem the tide 
of pollution; otherwise we suffer. And 
we need to speak to our children; we 
need to speak to our elders; we need to 
understand that we can no longer con-
tinue this route, because it does not pay 
us at all. And we will like to encourage 
you, as you engage our brothers and our 
sisters, to remind them that the price 
of peace is not something that any of 
us should not find too costly to pay. Be-

cause if there is peace, then there will 
be investment.

I  understand from very reliable 
authorities that Shell offices in Warri 
have been closed. And with inventions 
in drilling and new trends towards sus-
tainable energy, very soon people will 
say to us: “take your oil.” And there is oil 
in all kinds of unlikely places and no-
body has to do vertical drilling anymore. 
So, the more we refuse to make our en-
vironment habitable the loss is ours. The 
NLNG had with a lot of persuasion from 
the former Governor of Rivers State (Rt. 
Hon. Chibuike Amaechi) relocated its 
head office to Port Harcourt. But, it’s 
beginning to rethink that decision. Shell 
had relocated its head office to Port Har-
court, but is unable to operate within 
the environment, because we’ve made 
it impossible for companies to operate.

Businesses are disappearing from 
the Niger Delta in droves and they will 
continue to do so because nobody wants 
to do business in a hostile environment.  
It’s not just that the environment is 
volatile, but it is also hostile. And so, 
as leaders and opinion moulders in the 
region, we must wake up and smell the 
coffee. We must begin to talk inside the 
ears of our children, because, until we 
do so, all of us will suffer phenomenal 
losses and it will be very sad.

So, let me again assure you of the 
willingness of the NDDC to partner 
with you along this line. Unfortunately, 

because of the activities in the region, 
money has dwindled. We are not able 
just to provide the kind of supports that 
we could provide in the past. That’s the 
reality. For us to begin to even to start 
providing those kinds of support again, 
we need to get things right.

We must also begin to think about 
how to grow human capacity in the re-
gion, and grow wealth in the region, and 
think about alternatives to oil. Because, 
before this time as a region, we were an 
economic belt without oil. We had rub-
ber, we had palm. So we must begin to 
think of the economics of life without oil. 
We have the intellectual capacity. Unfor-
tunately, we have so enjoyed the beaches 
and the oil that we have lost what used 
to be our strength, which was education. 
We must get back to the drawing board. 
We must begin to force our children to 
go back to school. We must bring back 
education to the central place it used to 
be, when we prided ourselves as being 
the intellectual arm of our federation.

As Ijaw people, we must restore our 
pride, not just in the beautiful dressing, 
not just in the amazing culture which 
is ours, but remind ourselves that our 
forefathers, who were not literate, sent 
their children to the white man’s land to 
go to school at a time when others did not 
know the road; that we had Ijaw sons and 
daughters who sat in the same classes 
with Kings and Princes of the United 
Kingdom and took courses with them. 

And today, we are the dregs of education 
in our society, and it is a thing of shame.

And as a socio-cultural organisa-
tion, we must begin to tell our sons and 
daughters that there is no life without 
education. It’s the only way. We must 
restore our values; that when you spoke 
in a meeting, you spoke because you 
are person of honour, because you are 
a person of integrity, because you had 
worked hard, values that allowed people 
rise to the pinnacle because they were 
hard-working and honest people. We 
must restore the values that made us 
tick and that is a responsibility that the 
Ijaw National Congress cannot run away 
from. The INC must restore those values 
that our forefathers had.

A lot of people don’t know that two 
Ijaw sons were the lawyers that went to 
the conference to discuss Nigeria. The 
two lawyers who spoke were Ijaw sons; 
nobody remembers that. How much of 
our history have we put back on the 
national table? How many know that 
it wasn’t just Herbert Macaulay and 
Nnamdi Azikiwe, there were two law-
yers, incidentally, both I believe were 
from Opobo Kingdom. The sacrifices of 
the people, that stand in Akassa and yet 
no road goes there today.

We need to remind Nigeria of the 
sacrifices of Ijawland and also remind 
them of the values that we bring to the 
table. We cannot continue to be defined 
by criminality and violence all the time. 
That story must change, because Ijaw 
people are better than that. Ijaw people 
must be part of Government’s efforts to 
change Nigeria for the better, because we 
offer more than violence. Yes, we were 
once, and we continue to be, a peaceful 
and hospitable people that opened their 
land to European business men centuries 
ago and traded with them on palm pro-
duce and all that.

We will look at this and certainly we 
will work with the INC. We will look at 
what you relay to the people, so that we 
can support the work that you do to help 
restore peace and improve security; so 
we can bring sustainable development 
to the people, a development that starts 
from the mind to the body and to infra-
structure. 

-We can sense a living danger; -No oil, no NDDC, plenty suffering
-We all are products of agitation; -Bring back our education - Ibim
-Every polluter must pay for the pollution, henceforth
-It is in our selfish interest to stop oil bombing

Continued from page 27 6 reasons we must embrace peace...
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We’re providing affordable housing for 
Nigerians - Admiralty Homes boss

N
igerians have been 
advised to always 
insist on the use 
of high quality 

materials in their construc-
tion works in the country 
and also patronise property 
merchants who can deliver 
world-class building and 
apartments with good qual-
ity materials and a touch of 
Italian and Spanish finishing 
in a flood-free serene envi-
ronment.

Olaiwola Salami, chief 
operating officer, Admiralty 
Homes Limited, who gave 
the advice at a media event 
in Lagos, said that his com-
pany was committed to pro-
viding affordable housing for 
Nigerians. 

According to Salami, “the 
recent heavy downpour 
across the country had seri-
ous effect on the residents, 
especially in Lekki and Ajah 
Axis of Lagos where a num-
ber of buildings were af-
fected due to the low quality 
of the materials used in the 
construction process.”

He therefore, called on Ni-
gerians to patronise efficient 
and modern day property 
development companies 
who can deliver buildings 
that will stand the test of 

time.
“At Admiralty Homes, we 

are dedicated to providing 
our customers world class 
buildings that will guaran-
tee them rest of mind for 
decades to come. We use 

the best quality construction 
materials which will give 
them a solid apartment. This 
is what we are reputed for,” 
he further said.

Admiralty Homes has 
in the last 12 years deliv-

ered world-class properties 
including Imagine Estate, 
Alpha Bay Estate, Silicon 
Valley I, SiliconValley 11 
estates and Victory Park 
Estate in the Lekki/Ajah area 
and Banana Island Apart-

SundayBusiness

ments as well as various 
developments in Ogun State, 
amongst others. 

Salami, who has distin-
guished himself as a guru in 
real estate development, is a 
fellow of ACCA, and a former 
United Nations Consultant. 
He is also a UK-trained pro-
fessional in building, design-
ing and decoration with over 
20 years experience during 
which he built and managed 
hundreds of Mixed Dwell-
ings, Duplexes, Apartments, 
etc in UK, USA, Dubai and 
Nigeria.

T
he Ooni of Ife, His Im-
perial Majesty, Oba 
Rotarian Adeyeye 
Enitan Ogunwusi 

(Ojaja 11), has urged Nigerians 
to extend hands of fellowship 
to others, adding that by so 
doing “you are simply serving 
God and mankind”.

Ogunwusi also said that 
civilisation started from the 
black race and that every 
Nigerian must ensure that 
the ideals of the black race are 
maintained.

 Ogunwusi said this at 
the installation ceremony of 
Patrick Ijehon Ikheloa as the 
District Governor (DG) for the 
2016 / 2017 year of Rotary 
District 9110 Nigeria at the 
Shell Hall of Muson Centre, 
Onikan, Lagos.

Oba Adeyeye, who in 
company of his wife, Olori 

Wuraola Otiti, was conferred 
as the grand patron of Rotary 
club in Nigeria, said the Ro-
tary club’s song kept ringing 
in his head all over the night 
and kept him awake late into 
the night.

He advised participants 
at the ceremony to always 
ensure they hold onto a liv-
ing thing and that in doing 
so humanity will be uplifted.

The Onojie of Igueben 
Kingdom, His Royal Highness 
Ehizojie Eluojierior the 1st, 
while giving his royal bless-
ings on the installed DG, said: 
“We have come here today to 
identify with our son Patrick, 
on this great occasion. Igue-
ben is an extension of Benin 
Kingdom, and as you know 
Benin people are warriors. 
And, as warriors we believe 
our son will not fail in this 
battle”.

Giving account of his stew-
ardship, the immediate past 

Collaborate to save black race, Ooni urges Nigerians

DG, Bola Omobadejo, said 
the district grew from 82 to 
96 clubs with a total mem-
bership of 2297 Rotarians 
under his administration. 
Omobadejo said they con-

tributed over US$545,000 
to the foundation while the 
administrative secretariat 
was given a face lift with the 
construction of the Peace 
Park. The Jonathan B. Ma-

jiyagbe House was equally 
completed and presented for 
use within the year.

The installed DG, Patrick 
Ikheloa, in his inaugural 
speech said: “Our role as a 
District is to support the al-
most 100 Rotary Clubs in La-
gos and Ogun States in fulfill-
ing Rotary’s dream of touch-
ing lives, by implementing 
projects that address the six 
areas of focus which are, 
Maternal and Child Health, 
Economic and Community 
Empowerment, Water and 
Sanitation, Peace and Conflict 
Resolution/ Prevention, Basic 
Literacy and Education, as 
well as Disease Prevention 
and Treatment.

Ikheloa further said: “In 
our quest to make significant 
impact this Rotary year, we 
have come up with strategies 
to achieve success in every 
area within the purview of 
the District.”

SALAU SEYI JOHN                       

…As Rotary District 9110 installs district governor

Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi, Ooni of Ife



Business and spirituality

T
he great many people 
that are involved in 
business see business 
as being only physical, 
and that it has no iota 

of spirituality. To them such an 
idea or notion is a fallacy.

Can anyone blame them? Of 
course not! All their lives, the 
process, procedure and activities 
that gave birth to that business 
are physical.

They have always inter-
acted with physical people that 
have flesh and blood; their day 
to day activities revolve around 
what you can call Physical(ity).

The business is so physical 

that you can never recognise or 
associate any form of spiritual-
ity to it. Physical Customers, 
Physical Cash, Tangible (Physi-
cal) Office.

All of these would make it 
truly difficult for anybody to 
even think Business is Spiritual.

To adequately understand 
this, we must return to the 
beginning, though our birth is 
physical, but our conception is 
spiritual. What we do, how we 
do what we do is physical but 
the life inside of us is Spiritual.

If it is true that our concep-
tion is spiritual, it means that 
the source of our life is spiritual. 

The ideas, thoughts, behaviours 
that supersede the birth of any 
business have its origin in Spiri-
tuality. For you to recognise 
an idea or concept it has to be 
birthed otherwise, it remains in 
the realm where it emanates – 
spiritual realm.

Every time we fail to walk 
in the light of this truth, it is 
not likely we would make good 
success of our endeavours (busi-
ness).

As a believer, it is this under-
standing and its application that 
is your advantage in the market 
place aside what you can relate 
to as physical.

With Debo Atiba
Website; www.spiritonomics.org

Spiritonomics

L
ast week, we began 
to discuss the magic 
of thinking big and 
setting big goals. This 

week, we shall continue to 
tell you why thinking big 
is good for you. Come along 
with me.

Thinking big challenges 
you to go beyond your com-
fort zone: “Being first is more 
important to me. I have so 
much money. Whatever 
money is, it’s just a method 
of keeping score now. I mean, 
I certainly don’t need more 
money.” – Larry Ellison

 When I set the goal to 
become a billionaire in my 
life time; I knew I was going 
way out of my reality. I felt 
uncomfortable because that 
goal seems like impossibility 
but I set it anyway and today, 
I am on the journey towards 
achieving such goal. That’s 
why I love thinking big and 
setting big goals; it pushes 
me beyond my own realm of 
possibilities.

 Now let me ask this ques-
tion: have you ever been to 
heaven before? What real 
life proof do you have that 
heaven exists? Is heaven not 
beyond human reality and 
understanding? Yet, billions 
of people hope and pray to 
enter heaven; a place they are 
not sure even exists.

For me, wanting to go to 
heaven is a big goal which 
is absolutely okay but what 
baffles me is that while peo-
ple are comfortable pursuing 
the goal to make heaven, they 
feel awful setting a big goal 
to be accomplished here on 
earth. Don’t be in this group; 
learn to think big for yourself.

 Thinking big stirs your 
passion and enthusiasm: How 
do you feel when you set a big 
goal? If you feel awful that 
you are gunning for some-
thing big, then you need to 
have your head re-examined. 
But if you feel excited and mo-
tivated, then you are on track. 
A big goal is meant to fire up 
your enthusiasm regardless 
of how challenging it is.

 Thinking big unleashes 
your creative instinct: Think-
ing big unleashes your cre-
ative instinct and helps you 
uncover ideas that will help 
you achieve your goal. When 
the Wright brothers toyed 
with the idea that humans 
could fly; their minds came 
up with the possibility of such 
idea becoming a reality.

 When I set the goal to 
become a billionaire; I initially 
doubted the possibility. But as 
my mind began to absorb the 
goal; I began to see the pos-
sibility of achieving the goal 
and my mind came up with a 
lot of creative ideas that will 
help bring that goal to reality.

 Thinking big challenges 
you to expand your means; 
rather than live below your 
means: Have you heard the 
statement: “live below your 
means? Well, there’s nothing 
wrong with such statement 
but I believe that perception 
is for small thinkers and av-
erage achievers. Big thinkers 
don’t live below their means; 
they expand their means to 
suit the lifestyle they desire. 
Big thinkers are not content-
ed with average results; they 
aim for excellence. So would 
you rather be a big thinker or 
you prefer to live in medioc-

rity? The choice is yours.
 Thinking big gives you 

a purpose to live and die for: 
Thinking big and setting big 
goals give you a purpose to 
live and die for. It gives you 
something worth pursuing. 
When John F. Kennedy set 
the goal to put a man on the 
moon; it became a purpose 
he live for and today, he’s re-
membered for that goal.

 When the Wright broth-
ers conceived the idea that 
humans could fly; it became 
their life’s purpose. When 
Christopher Columbus set 
the goal to sail round the 
world despite the risk based 
on the assumption that the 
earth is flat; it became his 
life purpose. Every man has 
a purpose on earth; but you 
can only discover yours if 
you think big.

 Thinking big eliminate 
impossibilities: Lastly, the 
true magic of thinking big 
is in the breaking of impos-
sibilities. Thinking big makes 
the impossible possible. That’s 
why Adidas said “impossible 
is nothing.” This statement is 
only true if you think big and 
go for it.

To many, the goal to be-
come a billionaire is out of 
their reality and an impos-
sible mission. But to me, it’s 
achievable because I have a 
perception that accepts big 
challenges. So when next you 
think about setting a goal or 
executing a project, think big 
and your thoughts will be 
brought into existence. For 
training and personal advi-
sory services, get in touch, 
send call or send an SMS. See 
you next week. Cheers.

 

At times, we have allowed 
ourselves to be deceived that be-
cause others that are in business 
do not call the name of our God 
it means they are not spiritual. 
What a fallacy! Let me explode 
the bomb in your face right 
here, they are more spiritual 
than you are! They know it, they 
maximise it.

They are more in tune with 
what is happening in the realm 
of the spirit than you are. Their 
godfathers are either tucked in 
one village or the other; they 
traverse mountains and hills in 
the dead of the night.

They are usually found in 
one fraternity or the other; 
they have dues they pay for ap-
peasement.

I wonder who they are ap-
peasing.

Scriptures say that “my 
people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge”, little wonder why 
we have never commanded 
as much result as the people of 
old, even though theirs was a 
fading glory.

A b r a h a m  b e c a m e  s o 
wealthy because of his alle-
giance, association with the God 

of all Spirituality and it was re-
corded that he was rich in gold, 
silver, cattle, etc.

Isaac received instruction 
from the realm of the Spirit and 
he sowed in the land that same 
year he reaped an hundred fold.

Jacob was consigned to a 
life of slavery for the rest of 
his life until Spiritual insight 
brought about his deliverance 
from the hands of Laban his 
father-in-law.

What can we say about Jo-
seph, his destiny was dead on 
arrival, perfectly orchestrated 
to die a prisoner until the power 
of the Spirit delivered and lifted 
him far above his enemies.

Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego were fugitives in 
another man’s land; their main-
stay was the power of the Spirit. 
Who would have believed that a 
17-year-old teenager on a suicide 
mission would achieve the un-
thinkable, and yet he resolved 
national problem through the 
agency of the power of the 
Spirit?

If anything about what the 
scripture says about men and 
women that waxed valiantly 

during their time is worth going 
by, then we set ourselves up for a 
huge fail/fall in the market place 
if we do less.

Scriptures say that the peo-
ple that would reign, rule or 
overcome are people who know 
who their God is. They know 
that their God is the source of 
their strength in the market 
place.

Their reliance, trust, hope, 
and help comes from Him, there 
is that understanding that with-
out the God of the realm of the 
Spirit their Apollo can water, 
their Paul can plant but all is 
equal to zero.

Until we come to the realisa-
tion of the role that Spirituality 
plays both in our lives and in 
the market place, we are likely 
going to perform less than we 
are designed to and we would 
not be able to make impact for 
the kingdom of God.

Allow the power of the Spirit 
to help you so that your name 
can be written in the sands of 
time.

Remain Blessed.
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W
hat does it re-
ally mean to 
be personally 
effective? Is it 

working hard, getting your 
job done, doing everything 
that comes your way, run-
ning around sweating, or 
being more of a utility per-
son? Management expert, 
Peter Drucker, posits that, 
“effectiveness is doing the 
right thing”. To be effective, 
you have to focus on doing 
the things that are really im-
portant, doing things when 
you have to do them, how 
you ought to do them, and 
where you have to do them, 
whether you like it or not. 
It involves making the best 
use of your time and skills 
to achieve your goal effi-
ciently and cost effectively. 
Effectiveness is the key to 
performance.

The rule of the thumb 
for personal effectiveness 
is, invest 80 percent of your 
time in your strongest area 
of competence, 15percent 
of your time where you are 
still developing competence 
and only 5percent of your 
time where you are less 
competent.

To become personally 
effective, the following fac-
tors are fundamental:

1.Understanding your-
self

 Understanding yourself 
would help you to know 
your strengths, weaknesses, 
the things that motivates 
or demotivates you and the 
time of the day you are at 
your best. If you are at your 
best in the morning, orga-
nise your most important 

work in the morning hours. 
If you are a late starter, do 
the opposite. Leverage on 
your strengths and man-
age your weaknesses. Your 
weakness should not be an 
excuse for ineffectiveness.

2.Goal setting
 You need to set a mark 

to hit and apply your skills, 
time and energy towards 
achieving it. This is impor-
tant because you may not be 
at your best in everything. 
It is better to concentrate 
your efforts on those areas 
you can perform most bril-
liantly. William Gladstone 
stated, “He is a wise man 
who wastes no energy on 
pursuits for which he is not 
fitted, and he is wiser still 
who from among the things 
he can do well, chooses and 
resolutely follows the best.”

3.Prioritising
 Doing things in order 

of importance is cardinal 
to successful attainment of 
any worthwhile goal. Don’t 
create distractions for your-
self by attending to things of 
lesser importance, though 
they may be necessary. Be 
sensitive to know and avoid 
distractions even if it is go-
ing to hurt somebody.

4.Time management
 Time is limited per day 

and period. You cannot in-
crease your time, but you 
can manage your time ef-
ficiently and effectively. The 
ability to make judicious use 
of your time to accomplish 
all that you set out to do 
is germane to success. Do 
things, one at a time. A good 
general fights only one front 
at a time. The feeling of being 

overwhelmed is the result 
of embarking on too many 
activities at the same time. 
To switch from one activity 
to another within the time 
allocated by nature, allow a 
little time for interruptions. 
Give time between the end 
of one activity and the be-
ginning of another. This will 
help you to avoid tensions 
when trying to catch up with 
the next appointment. .

5.Finishing ahead of 
deadlines

 Procrastination, they 
say, “is the thief of time.” It 
is a well-known cliché that, 
“a stitch in time saves nine.” 
I often wonder why most 
people don’t work towards 
a deadline until when the 
time is approaching. The 
truth is, for you to be effec-
tive in your duties; you need 
to have a plan on how to 
meet deadlines early. This 
will help you to avoid stress, 
pressure and panic at work.

6.Personal discipline
 Fredrick the great King 

of Prussia was walking 
on the outskirts of Berlin 
when he met a very old 
man. Fredrick asked him, 
“Who are you? The old man 
answered, “I am a king” 
“Over what kingdom do you 
reign?” Fredrick enquired. 
“Over myself”, the old man 
replied. New York Times 
best seller and motivational 
speaker, John C. Maxwell 
says, “When we are foolish, 
we want to conquer the 
world. When we are wise, 
we want to conquer our-
selves.” You must first con-
quer yourself, before you 
can conquer your world.
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T
he rights of a tenant are 
robustly guaranteed in the 
Tenancy Act explicitly. It 
is therefore, an aberration 

for such rights to be so regularly 
abridged by their landlords and 
property Agents. The entire Ten-
ancy Acts explicitly spells out the 
rights and privileges of every ten-
ant as much as that of the landlord. 
I therefore, find its puzzling when 
tenants wantonly allow their rights 
to be fragrantly abused. For the 
purpose of clarity and in response 
to popular demand, I have enclosed 
herewith an excerpt of an ideal 
Tenancy Agreement in part:

 ‘The Tenant covenants with the 
Landlord as follows:

2.1 To pay the rent and other 
sums and charges levied in respect 
of the Demised Premises herein 
mentioned at the times and in the 
manner herein provided and not 

F
inally, the chickens have 
come home to roost. 
Nigeria’s economy is 
literally caught in a tail 
spin; in the eye of a cloudy 

global storm. Revenues from crude 
oil, which have sustained the 
country for decades, have fallen 
in a drastic drip, no thanks to the 
crash in prices in the international 
market.

The swan song on the lips 
of policy makers now is the 
diversification of the economy 
from oil to agriculture, solid 
mineral  development and 
tourism. Of the trio, agriculture 
ranks the highest. It is cheaper to 
begin with, self-sustaining and 
renewable, much unlike oil. It is a 
stable and more sustainable source 
of employment generation and 
wealth creation. The pain in all this 
is that the current administration, 
like some of its predecessors is not 
walking the talk.

If in doubt, you may ask 
yourself what percentage of the 
current budget goes to agriculture, 
the implementation so far and 
how much improvement has 
been made in the local production, 
processing and preservation of 
the cash crops, half way into the 

year. Also  ask what the Minister 
of Agriculture, Audu Ogbeh 
promised tomato farmers in 
Katsina, Kaduna, Kano and Jigawa 
who complained bitterly about 
the tomato ‘ebola’ ravaging their 
production some two months ago. 
And what has been done to stave 
its devastating effects, down the 
line. Perhaps, that may explain 
why we still import it from the 
neighbouring Cameroun and 
tomato paste from both Thailand 
and India. But that is not all.

Back in March this year, the 
Central Bank Governor, Godwin 
Emefiele, openly lamented the 
unjustifiably high import bills 
on basic staples such as wheat, 
sugar, milk and fish. As at 2015 
these stood at staggering sums of 
$966.13million,$337.89million, 
$582.70million and $590.27million 
in that order! He spoke through 
Sarah Alade, the deputy governor 
of CBN at the New Telegraph 
Economic Summit, Nigeria: Beyond 
Oil. All these combined with 
insurgency in the North-East and 
the IMF saying that the economy 
contracted by o0.4 percent in the 
first three months should be a 
wakeup call to our policy makers.

Yet, as at independence in 1960, 
Nigeria’s agricultural output was 
responsible for about 63 percent of 
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), 
employed some 70 percent of the 

rural populace and accounted 
for over 80 percent of foreign 
exchange earnings. 

The incomes came from the 
export of cash crops such as cocoa, 
cotton, coffee, palm oil, cashew 
nuts and groundnut .Proceeds 
from agriculture funded the 
First National Development Plan 
between 1962 and 1968.  Some 
of the objectives included the 
introduction of more modern 
agricultural methods through 
farm settlements and co-operative 
plantations. The policy saw to 
the supply of improved farm 
implements as well as expanded 
agricultural extension services.

It is worthy of note that revenues 
would have been much more if 
the farmers were assisted with 
mechanised  techniques; if  the 
exports were processed and if there 
was a better coordination between 
the producers at the rural areas 
and the marketers as well as the 
exporters. Yet, Obafemi Awolowo 
(of blessed memory) funded the 
far-reaching Free Education 
Programme as the premier of the 
Western Region (defunct), using 
revenue from cocoa export.

What has become public 
lamentation was the gross 
neglect of the sector soon after 
the discovery and exploitation of 
crude oil. Rural-urban migration 
combined with the then contract-

seeking syndrome to undermine 
the huge potentialities inherent 
in modern agriculture, as we have 
seen in Israel. Indeed, the Yakubu 
Gowon-led military regime had 
no concrete policy on agriculture. 
Olusegun Obasanjo as a military 
Head of State came with Operation 
Feed the Nation; Shehu Shagari had 
the Green Revolution. 

The World Bank-funded 
Agricultural D evelopment 
Projects (ADP). The Ibrahim 
Babangida regime put in place 
Directorate for Food, Road and 
Infrastructure, (DFFRI). Though it 
had the noble intention to attract 
the younger generation back to 
land, seedlings were scarce and 
fertilizers expensive. Years after its 
introduction, not a few Nigerians 
saw it as another drain pipe to 
siphon our common wealth into 
private pockets. Nigeria, which 
once led the world in palm oil 
production, the seedlings of which 
we gave on a platter of gold to 
Malaysia in the sixties, has since 
become a major importer of 
vegetable oil since 1976.

Consequently, the contribution 
of agriculture to the nation’s GDP 
has declined to 30.9 percent as at 
2012 according to CIA Factbook. 
“In those good years, Nigeria 
accounted for over 60 percent 
of the global supply of palm oil, 
35 percent of groundnut, 23 

percent of groundnut oil and 25 
percent of cocoa, while farmers 
from the north and south made 
money from their sweat. Then, the 
quality of life was good; children 
went to good schools, the nation 
was food sufficient but today, 
that has become history,” noted 
Akinwunmi Adesina, former 
minister of Agriculture.

But, “between 1970 and 1982, 
agricultural production stagnated 
at less than one percent annual 
growth rate at a time when the 
population growth was between 
2.5 to 3.0 percent per annum. 
There was a sharp decline in 
export crop production, while 
food production increased only 
marginally.” That is the sad view 
of Ayo Gbolahan, a professor and 
an agronomist. So, what do we do?

The way forward, according 
to Adesina when he was the 
Vice President ( Policy and 
Partnerships, Alliance for Green 
Revolution in Africa, AGRA) in 
2008 is to improve incentives 
for agriculture, make the people 
see the benefits in it for them 
and their families and change 
our curriculum from producing 
theoretical to entrepreneurial 
graduates in agriculture.

to exercise any right or claim to 
withhold rent or any right or claim 
to legal or equitable set off.

2.2 To pay all rates taxes assess-
ments (including tenement and 
water rates) which are now or 
during the Term shall be charged 
assessed or imposed upon the De-
mised Premises or any part thereof 
or on any occupier thereof or the 
proper proportion of such rates, 
taxes assessments attributable to 
the Demised Premises.

2.3 To pay promptly all charges 
for electricity, telephone and other 
services consumed or used at or in 
relation to the Demised Premises 
during the Term and at the end of 
the Term to provide evidence of 
payment of all the bills.

2.4 At all times to keep the 
interior of the Demised Premises 
and the appurtenance thereof in-
cluding the doors, windows and 
other glass fixtures, fittings, fas-
tening wires, waste, water drain 

and other pipes and sanitary and 
water apparatus therein and the 
painting and decoration thereof 
in good and substantial repair and 
condition throughout the Term 
(except reasonable wear and tear) 
and to replace from time to time all 
Landlord’s fixtures and fittings in 
the Demised Premises which may 
be or become beyond repair at any 
time during or at the expiration of 
the Term.

2.5 To repaint as and when nec-
essary and otherwise keep in a good 
state of decorative condition the 
internal walls and other surfaces 
in the Demised Premises including 
doors and window frames and to 
paint in a proper and workmanlike 
manner with good quality paint to 
the satisfaction in all respects of the 
Landlord such parts of the interior 
of the Demised Premises as have 
previously or usually been or ought 
to be so treated immediately before 
giving up possession of the Demised 

Premises whether upon the termi-
nation or expiration of the Term.

2.6 Not to make any alteration or 
addition to the Demised Premises 
without the prior written consent 
of the Landlord (such consent not to 
be unreasonably withheld).

3. The Landlord’s covenant
3.1 The Landlord hereby cov-

enants with the Tenant (subject to 
the payment by the Tenant of all 
the rents and other sums payable 
hereunder and provided that the 
Tenant has complied with all the 
covenants and obligations on the 
part of the Tenant to be performed 
and observed) as follows:

3.1.1 To keep the Demised Prem-
ises structurally sound air and 
watertight and the exterior of the 
Demised Premises in good and ten-
antable repair and condition.

3.1.2 That the Tenant paying the 
rents hereby reserved and observ-
ing and performing the several 
covenants and stipulations herein 

on the part of the Tenant contained 
shall peaceably and quietly hold 
and enjoy the Demised Premises 
throughout the Term without any 
interruption by the Landlord or any 
person rightfully claiming under or 
in trust for the Landlord…’

From the foregoing, it is clear 
that Landlord-Tenant relationship 
is not a master-servant relationship. 
In my continuation, I shall fully ex-
plain the conflict areas of a Tenancy 
Agreement and possibly conclude 
the other part of a Tenancy Agree-
ment for better understanding.
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I
ncreasing sophistication 
in the lifestyle among the 
clientele, changing tastes, 
and demanding official 
schedules amongst many 

others have seen the banking 
sector operators stretch in their 
adaptations aimed at meeting 
the needs of their demanding 
clientele.

First City Monument Bank 
(FCMB), one of the major play-
ers in the banking industry, con-
tinues to brace this challenge 
with offerings - the e-savings 
accounts and its Nairawise, 
among its new products, setting 
the pace for true leadership.

One untapped area many 
observers believe still needs 
attention, is the rank of the un-
banked in the population; how 
do we reach them? Talk about 
the masses, the low income 
earners, artisans and traders 
whose daily returns are in the 
range of hundreds, but who, as 
it were, need banking services. 
This consideration has made 
the average bank to introduce 
more innovation, to redefine its 
basic rules of engagement, as a 
fundamental way of remaining 
relevant in a sector choking with 
competition.

It easily comes to mind that 
the introduction of e-banking 
by the Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) has seen a drastic reduc-
tion in real time spent by cus-
tomers on transactions. These 
days, by merely logging into 
the internet and pressing some 
prompts, a bank customer can 
conclude his transactions in 
record time and in a most con-
venient atmosphere.

Electronic banking is a driv-
ing force that is changing the 
landscape of the banking indus-
try, as it has blurred the bound-
aries between different financial 
institutions, enabled new finan-
cial products and services and 
made existing financial services 
available in different packages.                                    
As with other innovative initia-
tives, this one has been open to 
criticism. While many are of the 
view that it is revolutionising the 
banking industry, others see it 
as simply complementing the 
physical banking branches but 
then creating fresh problems.

Truly, system failures and 
poor connectivity given the 
comparably low technological 
development in the country are 
some of the challenges hinder-
ing the innovations.

What is not in dispute how-
ever, is that for those organisa-
tions that know how to deploy it, 
FCMB as an example, electronic 
banking has increased efficiency 

Unbanked population, customer sophistication 
driving innovations in banking corridors

reports are made available to the 
bank by the Web administrator.

It does not however, stop 
there. Erring banks are to incur 
levels of sanctions, including 
monetary penalties and or sus-
pension of the specific electron-
ic banking activity(ies) or both.

In addition, they are to seek 
CBN approval before launching, 
implementing or, enhancing 
electronic banking services and 
products to be submitted within 
the prescribed deadline, the 
required information and docu-
ments. On the other hand, cus-
tomers that can use e-banking 
services should either be resi-
dents of Nigeria with verifiable 
addresses or any person residing 
physically in Nigeria as a citizen, 
under a resident permit or other 
legal residency designation un-
der the Nigerian Immigration 
Act. Also, any person known 
herein as a “classified person” 
who neither meets condition (i) 
nor (ii) above but is temporarily 
in Nigeria may utilise e-banking 
services limited to acceptance 
services such as ATMs, POS 
terminals or other acceptance 
devices deployed by a regulated 
institution.

However, some people are of 
the view that the emerging trend 
in Internet banking in Nigeria is 
of global concern. For one thing, 
the Nigerian economy is a strong 
force in Africa. The country 
also has a high reputation for 
Internet-related frauds in the 
world, having been inferred-
“the headquarters of Advance 
Fee Fraud”. Preparatory to the 
full launch of the e-scheme, the 
CBN carried out a sensitisation 
campaign in major towns of the 
six-geopolitical zones- Lagos, 

Port Harcourt, Enugu, Gombe, 
Kaduna and the Federal Capital 
Territory.

Amidst some of the enu-
merated hiccups, does it then 
mean we should not embrace 
innovative platforms introduced 
by service-oriented operators 
in our economy? The answer 
certainly is in the negative. The 
simple truth is that the method 
and manner of doing business in 
the country has been redefined 
for good. Now more convenient 
and fast, it is only expected that 
people embrace it.

However, of particular inter-
est is the FCMB response to all 
of these developments. It is quite 
innovative, coming in the form 
of an online account product 
known as FCMB e-savings Ac-
count. Although there may be 
similar products in the banking 
market, this like other products 
from the stable of the bank, 
comes with innovative and 
unique features.

Generally, the e-Savings Ac-
count provides a convenient 
and secure platform for po-
tential customers of FCMB to 
open accounts online through 
the bank’s Facebook page and 
website. And its introduction 
is in line with the bank’s com-
mitment to bringing traditional 
excellent banking services closer 
to all segments of the society and 
drive financial inclusion while 
enhancing customer experience 
via social media.

A release from the bank shows 
that the procedure for opening 
the account is stress free. A po-
tential e-customer logs on to the 
FCMB Facebook page, fills out 
some basic personal data and 
then uploads his or her scanned 

valid passport photograph and 
signature mandate.

In terms of advantages, there 
are several with this latest prod-
uct from FCMB, and these in-
clude Zero opening balance, 
Zero minimum operating bal-
ance and Minimal documenta-
tion requirements. While the 
account balances cannot exceed 
N200, 000.00, single deposit and 
withdrawal transactions cannot 
also exceed N20, 000.00 said the 
bank: “in addition to the above 
reduced KYC requirements, 
single deposits above the set 
maximum deposit and with-
drawal limit of N20, 000.00 and 
account balances above N200, 
000.00 would require additional 
KYC, which are valid ID card and 
residential address visitation. 
Thus, the customer is by exten-
sion, entitled to free access to 
online banking and free access 
to Mobile banking.

Another strategic innovation 
in FCMB’s stable is tagged, “Nai-
rawise”. This has been designed 
out of the bank’s desire to sup-
port financial inclusion in the 
country. The product is tailored 
for the underbanked segment- 
artisans across the country and a 
couple of the very informal sec-
tor (middle and lower classes) 
of the society’s segments. The 
robust system is structured with 
ease for customers’ operation. 
The bank is taking Nairawise 
to the target customers in their 
various locations, adopting its 
agency banking model to reach 
the customers in far remote 
areas of the country to increase 
financial literacy and inclusion. 
The opening balance is N500; 
minimum operating balance 
is zero while monthly mainte-
nance fee is also zero naira. With 
FCMB’s NairaWise, banking is 
simple, very easy and anybody 
can have an account.

At this juncture, an over-
view of the FCMB philosophy 
comes in handy. The bank, 
which promises to offer simple 
products, be reliable and helpful 
also aspires to be able to distin-
guish itself by its “extraordinary 
people and culture: a customer-
focused and performance-driv-
en environment.”

Olu Akanmu, the divisional 
head, Retail, at FCMB, in Lagos, 
said: “Our unique retail lend-
ing capacity enables us to offer 
valued services to millions of 
underserved Nigerians directly 
and indirectly, whilst support-
ing our portfolio diversification 
objectives to deliver sustainable 
growth. Our primary objective 
is to establish final inclusion 
and encourage savings among 
this segment of our customers 
through our value-adding solu-
tions.”
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in banking and its services. It ac-
counts for the drastic reduction 
in operating costs, on both the 
part of the banks and the cus-
tomers. While the requirements 
for online banking services differ 
from bank to bank, however, it is 
important to have an internet-
enabled PC which enables ac-
cess to one’s account(s) and 
some bank service interfaces.

The Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN), setting the template, 
monitors the technological 
acquisitions of banks to ensure 
that all banks that operate e-
banking work within the ambit 
of integrity and the required 
data confidentiality. Updates of 
critical information should be 
subject to dual verification (e.g. 
interest rates).Website informa-
tion and links to other Websites 
should be verified for accuracy 
and functionality. Management 
teams are expected to imple-
ment procedures to verify the 
accuracy and content of any 
financial planning software, cal-
culators, and other interactive 
programmes available to cus-
tomers on an Internet Website or 
other electronic banking outlets. 

CBN has stipulated that all 
financial institutions must en-
sure that their Internet Service 
Providers (ISPs) have imple-
mented a firewall to protect their 
institution’s Websites where 
outsourced. Banks should en-
sure that installed firewalls are 
properly configured and insti-
tute procedures for continued 
monitoring and maintenance 
arrangements. Banks should en-
sure that summary-level reports 
showing web-site usage, trans-
action volume, system problem 
logs, and transaction exception 

...The FCMB example
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O
ne sunny Satur-
day afternoon, 
Judith Okaro, a 
legal practitioner, 

paid her colleague, Omalia 
who was delivered of a 
baby boy, a visit. As soon as 
she settled into a sofa in the 
sitting room, a maid strolled 
in with a tray containing a 
pack of chilled juice and a 
clean tumbler.

Immediately the tray 
rested on the table in front 
of Judith, she frowned and 
shook her head, “I don’t take 
this juice, not anymore. Do 
you have another drink?” 
she asked the maid.

The maid paused for a 
while and looked at her 
Aunt, Omalia, who had 
instructed her to serve the 
guest that particular juice. 
Omalia was taken aback 
because that juice is Judith’s 
favourite.

“What do you mean 
Judy? This is your brand 
nao. Why the change?” 
Omalia queried.

Judith responded, “At lot 
has changed in the past two 
months you were away. I 
discovered all these juices 
are mere concentrates! The 
juice company close to my 
house has replaced their 
regular truck load of fresh 
fruits with cartons of arti-
ficial colours and flavours. 
This is really harmful to the 
health.” 

“Don’t be quick to con-
clude, my dear,” Omalia said, 
“Meanwhile, I have another 
brand. I have no doubt you’d 
love it. Turning to the maid, 
she said, “Lola, bring the 

Consumer demand shapes Nigeria’s juice market
Stories by 
CHINWE AGBEZE

other juice inside the fridge.”
Another juice was set 

before her. Judith took a sip 
and smiled broadly, “This 
tastes really nice. I guess I 
was wrong after all. We still 
have the good ones.”

Over the years, the de-
mand for fruit juice has 
increased rapidly and it has 
now become the soft drink 
of choice at many social 
events.

The rise in health con-
sciousness as a result of 
growing information of 
diabetics and hypertension, 
have led to the continued 
growth of the juice among 
middle and upper income 
consumers, who increasing-
ly opt for juice as a healthier 
alternative to fizzy drink.

According to Lagos Busi-
ness School source, there 
were over 30 brands of 
fruits juice in 1-litre packs 
and 40 brands of 33-cen-
tiltre cans in the Nigerian 

market before a ban was 
placed on imported fruit 
juice.

With Nigerians facing 
the challenge of dwindling 
purchasing power, sales in 
the juice market space are 
constrained by consumers 
who route for dual values 
in terms of pricing and nu-
tritional benefits.

BDSUNDAY survey in 
some Nigerian retail shops 
revealed consumers in-
creasing demand for few 
brands outweighing the 
rest owing to their price 
friendliness, unique taste 
and nutritional value.

A survey at Prudence 
Supermarket, Rumudara, 
Port Harcourt showed con-
sumers’ preference is divid-
ed between the two major 
dominants in Nigeria’s juice 
market, Chivita and 5Alive.

“The most popular Juice 
here is Chivita brands so 
that is the ones our custom-

ers are used to. Their Chi 
exotic, Chivita 100 percent 
and Hollandia products, 
are in high demand here 
because of the creamy taste. 
We still have customers 
requesting for 5Alive es-
pecially their pulpy orange 
drink because of the fresh 
fruit taste,” said Itoro Ukot, 
a retail attendant at the 
supermarket.

BDSUNDAY survey at 
Everyday Supermarket, 
Ikenegbu, Owerri, showed 
consumers’ increasing de-
mand for Chivita than other 
juice brands.

“I’ll say Chivita prod-
ucts because with as low 
as N100, our customers can 
drink a pack of juice. You 
know drinking juice was 
much of a luxury before 
now, so I’m guessing cus-
tomers embraced Chivita 
because of the price. So, we 
have more people buying 
the smaller packs in cartons 

for their children,” said an 
attendant who spoke on 
condition of anonymity.

The demand swing in 
favour of Chivita did not 
change at Aldak super-
market in Abuja.  Lucy 
Njoku, a sales supervisor 
at the store, said, “The Chi-
vita pineapple, coconut 
flavor and Chi exotic are 
the brands our customers 
purchase more. According 
to them, they like the taste.”

“Most of the people that 
go to our juice section pick 
up 5Alive because of its low 
sugar content and 5Alive 
pulpy fruit drink because 
of the fruity feeling,” said 
Hope Samuel, sales atten-
dant at Goodies Supermar-
ket in Lagos

What guides consum-
ers in their choice of fruit 
juice?

Few consumers who 
spoke with BDSUNDAY 
listed price, quality, brand 

and visibility as major driv-
ers.

Obinna Ezugwu, a Lagos 
resident said: “I’m not keen 
on juice because they are 
just chemicals. I buy juice on 
rare occasions when I have 
a visitor and in such periods, 
I would just ask for 5Alive 
because it’s the brand that 
comes to my mind. That is 
a more popular brand”

“I prefer Chi exotic, the 
coconut and pineapple. 
I’m attracted to the thick 
and satisfying taste. It’s a 
standard that has been 
maintained in the face of a 
declining economy so I also 
love the consistency,” said 
Olive Udoh from Uyo.

Fr o m  O g u n  S t at e , 
Okunade Adekunle, said: 
“5Alive is the only juice I 
take, the taste is okay and 
I’m not tired of taking it. It 
tastes well blended than 
others and unlike other 
juice, I don’t have to dilute 
it before drinking because 
the sugar is moderate.”

“I love the 5 Alive with 
the bottle because of the 
pulp in it. The pulp makes it 
feel like orange itself.” Shola 
Adebayo, who resides in 
Abuja, said.

Chinyere Anyanwu 
from Owerri said, “Chivita 
orange juice is my favourite. 
It’s just sweeter and tastes 
better to me than the rest 
especially when it’s cold. 
I’ll say it quenches my taste 
better too”

“I take Chivita because 
it’s readily available. I don’t 
drink it often enough to 
worry about the sugar in-
take and besides, I can al-
ways dilute with water,” 
Blessing Amadi from Port 
Harcourt said.

I
t  w a s  a n  e ve n i n g 
to c elebrate ic onic 
b ra n d s ,  c o r p o rat e 
institutions and out-

s t a n d i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s 
who have distinguished 
themselves at the Mar-
keting Edge Brands and 
Advertising Excellence 
awards held recently in 
Lagos. The event, which 
was graced by leaders in 
Marketing Communica-
tion across Nigeria, saw 
Chivita 100 percent fruit 
juice recognised as the 
Most Outstanding Juice 
Brand in the Country.

Chivita 100 percent 
fruit juice, a brand from 
the stable of Chi Limited, 
was adjudged the most 
outstanding juice brand 
in the country because 
of its consistency in the 
market, creativity and 
value as well as the top 
quality packaging of the 
juice that allows for the 
best delivery.

Deepanjan Roy, man-

CHIVITA wins Marketing Edge award
aging director, Chi Lim-
ited, expressed gratitude 
to the organisers of the 
event for creating an ex-
cellent platform to recog-
nise outstanding brands 
which have remaine d 
consistent in satisfying 
consumers’ need.

“The award for Chi-
vita 100percent as the 
Outstanding Fruit Juice 
Brand only reaffirms 
Chivita 100percent fruit 
juic e’s p osition as the 
undisputable leader in 
the fruit juice category in 
terms of consumer pref-
erence,” Deepanjan said.

According to Marketing 
Edge, the fruit juice also 
won the award because it 
remains the only 100per-
cent fruit juice available in 
Nigeria shelf and it comes 
with No Preservatives and 
No Added Sugar.

The Award has over the 
years become recognised 
as a viable and respected 
platform in the Brands and 

awards for “the Most Pre-
ferred Juice Brand” or-
ganised by Businessday 
in 2013, African quality 
achievement awards for 
“the Best Quality Juice 
Brand” in 2014, for out-
standing commitment in 
the fruit juice industry.

Produced and squeezed 
into affordable packs, Chi-
vita 100 percent fruit juice 
is available in six variants; 
Real Orange, Real Apple, 
Real Pineapple, Red Grape, 
Orange Pineapple and Or-
ange Mango, in 1 litre, 
315ml and 200ml pack 
sizes. Chi Limited is a domi-
nant player in the juices, 
Nectar and still drinks as 
well as the milk and yo-
gurt drinks sector.  Some 
of the leading brands from 
the stable of Chi Limited 
include Chivita premium 
100 percent pure fruit 
juice, Chi Exotic fruit nec-
tars, Chi Happy hour fruit 
drink, Chi Ice Tea, Chivita 
Active and Capri-Sonne. 

marketing communication 
sector due to its thorough 
and unbiased role in criti-

cal analysis of the sector.
This award joins the list 

of recognition the brand 

has received in recent 
times. Others include; 
Generation Next Survey 

L–R: Seni Adetu, former managing director, Guinness Nigeria;  Godspower Utawure, market-
ing executive, Chi Limited and Ilori Babatunde, marketing executive Chi Limited receiving 
the award of most outstanding fruit juice on Chivita 100% at the MarketingEdge Brands 
and Advertising Excellence Awards recently
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Branding: ‘Naija’ for Nigeria?

P
idgin English, a sim-
plified mixture of 
words or languages is 
well spoken in Nige-
rian circles, especially 

among the youth. The phrase 
has so much entered their slang 
- spreading rapidly through 
social networking sites and 
through music. In certain cases, 
this enhances understanding, 
but those who are chatting with 
the language must be on the 
same frequency to understand 
the expressions.

For some time, the word 
‘Naija’, one of such expressions, 
is fast assuming a name for Ni-
geria both at youth, informal 
and corporate levels. Is Naija 
therefore a Pidgin English, a 
coinage or what could have in-
formed such expression?

To Godey Odein, a comput-
er operator, mention of ‘Naija’ 
means to him a country full 
of ‘sharp’ and ‘clever’ people. 
It is a country nobody gives 
a damn how one makes his 
money or spends it. According 
to him, Naija means, “nothing 
matters”.

According to Joy, a student, 
her understanding of the word 
‘Naija’ is everybody is on his/
her own and God for us all. It is 
a country a citizen generates his 
own electricity, water, creates 
his own security, constructs 
his road and looks for his or 
her food. “Naija’ means driving 
against traffic does not matter, 
traders blocking the street with 
their wares is not a problem, 
collecting bribe is the norm. 
All these can only be a problem 
when a person challenges the 
abnormal status quo. “This is 
Naija”.

To some others, whether 
things are rough or not, “Naija!” 
-also written as ‘9ja’ - expresses 
it all.

Some other people on the 
other hand, say it is about the 
food, the flamboyant dressing, 
the mannerisms, the boister-
ous - some say loud - interaction 
among complete strangers who 
on meeting, immediately feel 
bonded by their “Naija-ness”.

Ministry of Information and 
Communication under late Dora 
Akunyili had fought against the 
use of the word ‘Naija’ with un-
derstanding that it though con-
notes dexterity but in a negative 
perception.

The Federal Government 
had then condemned in strong 
terms the use of “Naija” in place 
of Nigeria, that it is “very un-
charitable and unpatriotic”.

The information ministry 
which frowned on the continu-
ous misrepresentation of the 
country’s official name in place 
of a “corrupt” version, said: “It 
is very offensive to call Nigeria 
‘Naija’. We are making plans 
to write companies to stop us-
ing the word Naija. If anybody 
says this is Naija, ask the per-
son, ‘Where is Naija?’ We have 
to stop this word because it is 
catching up with the young. If 
we don’t put a stop to its usage 
now, it will continue to proj-
ect us wrongly.” It is not clear 
whether she wrote to compa-
nies.

The word ‘Naija’ is popularly 
used by artistes, musicians, ad-
vert managers and even cor-
porate companies. It is believed 
to be trendier and it’s used by 
the younger generation largely 
more in subjective negative 
terms.

Referring Nigeria as ‘Naija’ 
which to some people connotes 
lawlessness and disorder is like 
deflating the re-branding ef-
forts.

Nigeria had in the past 
made various moves to give 
the nation a more positive im-
age through “re-orientating 

DANIEL OBI

N
igeria’s most in-
s p i r i n g  b r a n d 
campaign in the 
last 12 months, 

Pepsi Longthroat has won 
the Grand Poster Award at 
the 10th Outdoor Advertising 
Association of Nigeria (OAAN) 
Poster Awards in Lagos.

 The Longthroat creative 
beat 84 other brand entries 
to emerge the overall win-
ner of the keenly contested 
Poster Awards. The brand 
also came tops in the Non-
Alcoholic Drinks Category 
at the event.

Pepsi Longthroat Campaign wins OAAN’s overall Grand Prix award
the 10th edition of the Poster 
Awards as a landmark and 
special edition which was 
aimed at appreciating cre-
ativity and organising a 
forum for stakeholders in 
the Marketing Communica-
tions industry to rub minds. 
OAAN Poster Awards is 
a pride of the association, 
committed to rewarding ex-
cellent works by our mem-
bers. The Pepsi Longthroat 
creative was a brilliant one 
by Insight Communications, 
and I think Pepsi deserves to 
win.” Adedoyin said.

L-R: Jones Bassey, account director, Insight Communications, Norden Thurston, head mar-
keting, Seven-Up Bottling Company plc,  and Segun Ogunleye,  brand manager, Seven-Up 
Bottling Company plc, displaying the OAAN’s Overall  Grand PRIX Award won by Pepsi Long 
throat campaign.

Nigerians, changing the nega-
tive attitudes of Nigerians, 
making Nigerians to believe 
in themselves, inculcating op-
timal spirit of patriotism in Ni-
gerians and at the same time, 
celebrating Nigeria’s very best 
before the international com-
munity”.

“Unfortunately, the actions 
and inactions of a few of Nigeri-
ans such as re-branding Nigeria 
to Naija which in many sense 
translates to negativity includ-
ing the skewed reportage by 
the international media have 
assisted to either tarnish the 
nation’ image, or mis-brand the 
country”.

Naija may mean being 
boisterous, bold, intrepid and 
courageous in the economic 
struggle for survival but it is 
different whether it actually 

represents those attributes 
positively in the minds of the 
word users. Yankees used for 
North Americans means inde-
pendent and rural, but to them, 
reading between the lines it is 
derogatory. So also ‘Naija’ for 
Nigeria.

Naija to some observers is a 
way of talking down on Nige-
ria. This is why stakeholders 
who spoke at the Association 
of Advertising Agencies of Ni-
geria, AAAN annual meeting 
recently in Uyo, Akwa Ibom 
State, underscored communi-
cation as key to state-society 
relations and nation building.

Denigration of Nigeria 
abroad, an unfortunate con-
duct some stakeholders believe 
is engineered and contrived 
from home, as Nigerians rarely 
reverence their country locally 

and internationally,  pushed the 
speakers to call for immediate 
employment of communication 
as a veritable tool towards na-
tion building.

One of the speakers, Udeme 
Ufot, group CEO, SO&U, fore-
most marketing communica-
tion agency was worried that 
“there is nothing Nigerians 
enjoy more, both the lowly 
and the highly placed, than to 
denigrate their nation, even in 
the midst of foreign audiences, 
laying before them all our dirty 
linen.”

He, therefore, advocated that 
all Nigerians, especially the 
leaders and the media, must be 
made to understand, through 
effective communication, that 
what they say about Nigeria, 
contributes to how the world 
sees the country.

Also regretting poor respons-
es of various insults on Nigeria 
and certain contempt state-
ments by Nigeria’s chief operat-
ing officers about their country, 
Udeme who turned to media 
said, “as journalists, what we 
choose to publish and celebrate 
about our country, helps frame 
the world perspective of us,” he 
said at the forum held in Uyo, 
Akwa Ibom State.

According to some Nigeri-
ans, to truly rebuild Nigeria, 
communication of values and 
re-orientation are key to re-
building the nation and making 
ordinary Nigerians from groups 
to communities, to imbibe a 
new spirit of patriotism, a new 
spirit of doing things right, a 
new spirit of abhorring corrup-
tion and following the rule of 
law.

Sometimes foreigners in Ni-
geria say ‘this is Naija’ when 
they see motorists running 
against traffic or other vices.

 Is it therefore appropriate to 
use Naija for Nigeria? Does it 
give the country a good image?

 

 Speaking on the awards, 
Head of Marketing, Seven 
Up Bottling Company Plc,  
Norden Thurston said “The 
Grand Prix award for the 
Pepsi Longthroat campaign 
from a credible body in the 
marketing communications 
industry in Nigeria is further 
affirmation of the creativ-
ity and the impact of the 
campaign. The campaign de-
lighted our consumers and 
showcased Pepsi as a truly 
consumer-centric brand”

P re s i d e n t  o f  OA A N ,  
Tunde Adedoyin described 



A lush island haven at peace with nature

L
ost in the noise 
and the end-
less struggle 
for space, daily 
living and even 

for breadth that define 
Lagos city life and living, 
little do many  know that 
there is an existence- a 
lush island haven away 
from the city furnace- 
that captures the whole 
essence of nature, culture 
and tradition.

Set on the tranquil 
banks of the magnificent 
Lagos Lagoon and the 
Atlantic Ocean is Inagbe 
Grand Resorts and Lei-
sure, a rustic lush island 
community developed 
and promoted by Gran 
Imperio Resorts and Lei-
sure Limited, a subsidiary 
of Gran Imperio Group, a 
major player in the Nige-
rian real estate market.  

Tucked away in the 
enchanting and serene 
Inagbe Island, this grand 
resort offers its guests an 
unforgettable experience 
as they enjoy intriguing 
views of brilliantly land-
scaped gardens and the 
seductive touch of cool 
sea breeze complemented 
with fountains and the 
lagoon.

For fun-seekers and 
holiday makers, this 
resort is a new destina-
tion offering a scenic 
landscape and panoramic 

CHUKA UROKO plest to the most sophis-
ticated material used in 
all of these; the company 
sourced them locally 
from different parts of 
Nigeria.

The resort, also re-
ferred to as Nigeria’s First 
Underwater Lounge, is 
just 15 minutes boat ride 
from Victoria Island, Ba-
nana Island and old Ikoyi 
which are the prime 
commercial and residen-
tial areas in Lagos. It is 
just a few meters from 
Ilashe and Snake Islands, 
other island communi-
ties in Lagos. The island 
is set to become the most 
popular resort and tour-
ist centre in West Africa, 
providing recreational 
facilities, beach clubs, 
boat clubs, themed park, 
40,000 square meter 
Lagoon front relaxation 
area, sports village, 
conference centres etc. to 
make it a defining feature 
of Lagos.

Also on parade at the 
resort are a five star hotel 
service; 650km floating 
platform for social out-
door activities; 18 holes 
golf course; chalet rooms 
with Jacuzzi; beach bug-
gers for racing and oth-
ers; paint ball shooting; 
common living room for 
guests with spacious area; 
swimming pools; produc-
tive machines to sus-
tain the luxury need of 
guests, and boardrooms 
for official meetings.

FineLiving
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views of the lagoon and 
the ocean. It easily lends 
itself as an escape from 
the boardroom for the 
corporates, young execu-
tives and sundry leisure 
lovers to have a feel of 
cool sea breeze and the 
arresting touch of its 
natural ambience.

A visit to the resort 
is a rare opportunity 
to return to and com-
mune with Nature either 
through the rustic voice 
of the sea waves or the 
natural facilities that 
welcome visitors in the 
cozy apartments that the 
resort offers.

The resort, accord-

ing to the promoters, is 
a home away from the 
hustle and bustle of city 
life and also a place to 
be amidst pure natural 
elements, tranquil and 
resonating air of simple 
luxury. Beyond provid-
ing a home away from 
home, the facility which 
resonates, at every cor-
ner, Nigeria’s rich culture 
and local craftsmanship, 
is also the promoters’ 
bold statement that good 
things, indeed, could 
come out of Nigeria.

“We want to prove 
that good things can 
come out of Nigeria. 
We want to showcase 

national pride. Every-
thing we have here 
are from Nigeria and, 
interestingly, this project 
started just a couple of 
years ago and here we 
are, not just providing 
opportunity for leisure 
and relaxation, but also 
creating jobs for young 
Nigerians”, they said. It is 
really amazing what this 
Gran Imperio has been 
able to do in promoting 
local content through 
this facility which sits 
on 300 hectares of land 
surrounded by the ocean 
and the lagoon. Accord-
ing to the promoters, 
what they met there was 

a jungle. Nobody was 
living there because the 
natives had migrated to 
Lagos, but now they are 
coming back because the 
company is providing 
jobs for them.

Unlike the locals who 
did not believe in what 
was happening around 
them, a lot of foreign-
ers have gone there and 
could not believe that 
this kind of thing could 
be done in Nigeria.

The resort, which 
is fully functional 
with over 300 workers 
providing top-of-the-
range services, is being 
developed in phases. So 

far, the first phase 
which would be 
completed early 
next year already 
has in place 125-
room chalets, 
1,500-seater multi-
purpose hall, an 
executive lounge 
near the lagoon, 
Essential Homes 
Furniture Factory, 
indoor sports hall 
comprising table  
tennis, long tennis 
court, snooker, 
squash and bad-
minton.

It also parades 
a showroom to 
showcase their 
furniture prod-
ucts, a pool by the 
ocean, etc, and 
from the minutest 
to the largest, sim-



Leaders must urgently address serious 
injustice in the land - Umunna

The recent CAN election was rancor-
ous. It seems to have divided Christians in 
Nigeria. What is your reaction to the ugly 
development?

I
t is a product of our economy and re-
alities in our nation. Righteousness 
exalts a nation when you have a right 
leader at the top. Once there is eco-
nomic restoration, once there is good 

leadership at the top, you will see that it will 
affect CAN; affect Cherubim and Seraphim, 
Apostolic Church, Bible Life Church, Ro-
man Catholic and every other church. But 
the centre cannot hold, as Chinua Achebe 
said, once the kind of things you are see-
ing now happen. For that of CAN, let’s see 
what happened during Jonathan/Ayo 
Oritsejafor regime of CAN because politics 
has come into it. The division is also at the 
state level; we are further polarized. Buhari 
has come to polarize Christians more. Some 
leaders in the North said God said Buhari 
would win, some others said Buhari would 
lose and some told Jonathan that God has 
vowed that he must return. It shouldn’t be 
so. God is not interested in whether you 
come from this religion or that to lead this 
nation. Christians should tread softly on 
the issue of Ishmaelite will not rule them. 
Even God allowed an Egyptian, Jeroboam, 
to rule Israel not to talk of Nigeria.

 Bishop, how does it feel to be 62 years 
and in the service of the Lord?

 I feel like I am just beginning, because 
I have acquired experience, knowledge- 
though not enough - but it is good, better, 
best every other year. I have never had a 
better yesterday. It has always been good 
yesterday, better today and best tomorrow.

 At 62 could you take a look at the state 
of the Nigerian nation?

 Nigeria is now a laughing stock among 
many people all over the world. In the co-
mity of nations, it has been rated less than 
‘A’ again. You know you have A-list. Africa 
is not even in ‘A’ list in the real sense of it. 
Football is in reverse process; economy 
wise, it is in reverse process and we have 
been named one that had the best econo-
my. Now, we are not even a good economy. 
What do you want me to say of Nigeria 
now? When we were young, we enjoyed 
Nigeria, but we didn’t know. We thought 
we would enjoy it better without the Eu-
ropeans. But now we know that some of 
our leaders did not learn from the Europe-
ans before they took over. They had pro-
grammes and the managed it well; this is 
the reality. If my children were to have a 
bit of what we had: Is it the streets where 
we walked between orchards?; is it the 
schools where you will go to school in your 
uniform and return clean?; Is it in the office 
when you graduate, you have a car wait-
ing for you to do the job?; Is it in the home, 
you will sleep fine and wake up fine and no 
disturbance? What is that you are proud of 
about Nigeria now? Let somebody tell me! 
You have heard of light. Then we had Elec-
tricity Corporation of Nigeria (ECN). Then 
we were proud of ourselves in the comity 
of nations. Our pound, shilling and pence 
then now Naira and Kobo were enough 
matches for any international currency. Is 
it educational attainment, any certificate 
you had in Nigeria you will stand with 
your equals anywhere. The trouble started 

The Worshippers

before the Nigerian Civil War. Yes, the one 
of oil was after Gowon and Co; when they 
felt that they have gotten enough, that the 
problem of Nigeria was no longer money 
but how to spend it, and all that. Before the 
civil war, there was heavy disenchantment 
in the West – Operation Wetie. That tribal, 
regional statement began to be punitive. 
Like the present administration now has 
further polarized Nigeria. Before, we were a 
bit united, at least, believing in our govern-
ment that we have a Nigerian government. 
But now, they don’t believe that there is a 
Nigerian government. That was before the 
war? Yes. Now this one is virtually another 
war, worsening things. That was what trig-
gered it; all these Operation wetie. What 
made the Nzeogwus to strike? Was it not 
this kind of thing: political appointments, 
when some get in, you put only your tribe’s 
men, members of your political party. Was 
it not what started it then? Then there was 
a counter coup. The same thing is happen-
ing now. We are polarised now more. We 
were never so divided in tribalism, religion, 
in government as now. Then it was step 
one, now its step two. What do you want 
me to say? It is there in the history book. It is 
here with us again.

 Are we at the verge of a revolution?
 We are in a revolution already. It is only 

that the powers that be are suppressing it. 
There’s revolution in the North; there is 
revolution in the East; there is revolution in 
the West; and also at the centre. Even in the 
Niger Delta. I told you people the other time 
that there is no part of Nigeria that is not 
marginalised. Now, they have found some-
thing to vent their spleen. Boko Haram has 
not stopped because ISIS are restrategising; 
they feel that the man who was in league 
with them did not do well. They asked him 
to do this; he did that. He was using children 
and female to bomb. They said don’t do it, 
he did it. That is why they suffered dam-
age; now they are restrategising. They want 

Islamic State. Go to the East, you think that 
they have kept quiet, but they have taken 
to arms. Let truth be told. No one is sitting 
comfortably. Everybody is sitting on a keg 
of gun powder: people are being thrown off 
their jobs. Instead of promotion it is a demo-
tion. I told you that I am not prepared to talk 
to the press about this government.  

 What is the solution to the problems?
 Let’s start from the head; that is where 

the fish usually starts to rotten. Buhari 
should reshuffle his cabinet.

 That’s not the head…?
 The head is Buhari himself. Buhari is 

the one that invited them. I said let’s start 
from the head. Buhari should reshuffle his 
cabinet. He is the head of Nigeria now. He 
should restructure Nigeria and restructure 
each ministry; and spread it down the lad-
der.

 What do you mean by that?
 The regional time was better. You have 

started federalism; you are running noth-
ing less than unitary. It is military. The 
Western side, the Eastern side and the 
Northern side, ask them; they were better. 
After the war, I heard Gowon dividing Ni-
geria into 12 states. Later, it became political 
division; so that the wife of Babangida will 
have a state for her parents. And this time, it 
didn’t serve the purpose again. May be, God 
used it to avoid unnecessary power belong-
ing to the blocs and so that it can easily be 
checkmated. But now it has gone as far as 
security, to politics. What else do you want? 
If you want to correct these things, start 
from the head.

 Should we then go back to the National 
Conference Recommendations or a refer-
endum?

 When I recommended a referendum 
before the coming in of the Buhari admin-
istration, it was good then. But now, I don’t 
think that a referendum will even agree 
that we should be together. The current 
realities will make them to say let’s part our 

ways. That’s why I am saying restructure. 
The truth about this is, this nation has re-
fused to take the right advice I gave them. 
They should change the constitution. Not 
amend it; change the name. It has a spiri-
tual vibration that will make it to continue 
like this; striving to progress and not mak-
ing any head way. If they don’t change the 
constitution in line with the current reality, 
all the problems we are passing through 
they are the things that we are to solve; for-
get about oil, this and that. Nobody would 
want to be cheated. Then I say that there is 
no nation or state that is oil-producing that 
is not living better than Nigeria. How do 
you dash me my thing, and tell me to keep 
quiet? There’s serious injustice in the land. 

Will President Buhari be the last presi-
dent of Nigeria?

 I don’t predict. God has told me to keep 
quiet. And He has not told me about Buhari. 
He is the only president that God told me 
not to say anything. During the time of Jon-
athan, I wanted to correct him about all his 
weaknesses, but God said don’t correct him 
that He has a purpose for which he put him 
there. Towards the end we saw it. He saved 
Nigeria from war. But I don’t assure you that 
there will be no war for now. I don’t assure 
you that there will be no Nigeria. But going 
by the pace of things, unless something is 
done quickly, sorry, one of these days you 
may ask how is Nigeria and they will ask 
which part; but they can remedy it.

 How would you advise government in 
the area of employment generation for the 
youth?

The question of employment is not 
possible when the industries are down; 
when there is no light; the little money 
you have they are using it to chase for-
eign commodities. It cannot work. How 
many times do we say these things? I 
keep telling you, the policies are wrong. 
Economy is down; things are hard, there’s 
no employment – the senators are they 
saying the same thing? Are they not busy 
trying to see how to collect multiple sala-
ries and pensions as former governors 
and ministers for four years, etc, whereas 
pensioners who served for many years 
are not getting anything? Some people 
served about eight years and got their 
appointments terminated; what do you 
expect God to say about all these things? 
Once there is injustice in the land, God is 
not happy and anybody that is willing 
to bring justice, God is willing to position 
such a person.

How can Nigeria be made viable again?
To make Nigeria viable again, we need 

to correct the constitution; that will mean 
removing the kind of leadership that has 
been causing problem for us and hindering 
good governance; once they are prevented 
from coming back, you have solved the 
major problem.  Those people who made 
things work in those days are still around; 
what government should do is to encour-
age the contribution they make to the econ-
omy. But what we see is a situation where 
government is discouraging those who are 
providing employment to many Nigerians 
through difficult policies and over taxation. 
Some of us are paying huge taxes to gov-
ernment despite the fact that we are doing 
what government should be doing. 

Bishop Leonard Umunna
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General Overseer, Bible Life Christian Church, Olodi-Apapa, Lagos, Bishop Leonard Umunna recently 
marked his 62nd birthday anniversary in his church. The event attracted important dignitaries. As 
part of the activities to mark the event, Umunna spoke with journalists on the state of the nation. 
ZEBULON AGOMUO was there. Excerpts:  



N
ot many novelists would 
wander  around the 
seedy red-light district of 
Antwerp in a mini-skirt 
and thigh-high boots to 

carry out research. But this is what 
Chika Unigwe, Nigerian writer, did 
for her novel ‘On Black Sisters’ Street’, 
which is about the lives of African sex 
workers in the Belgian city. She also 
spent time persuading these women 
to share their stories.

Her diligence has paid off. On Black 
Sisters’ Street is a probing and unset-
tling exploration of the many factors 
that lead African women into pros-
titution in Europe, and it pulls no 
punches about the sordid nature of 
the job. The novel unveils the lives of 
four naive young women, Sisi, Joyce, 
Ama and Efe, who fall under the 
money-making spell of pimp-daddy 
“Senghor Dele” in Lagos.

Rich, vulgar, ruthless, he specialises 
in exporting girls to work in Belgium 
for a modest fee of 30,000 euros. They 
must pay back the fees in monthly 
installments over many years of 
turning tricks ten hours a day. They 
do not all know that this is what lies 
in store but, fake passports withheld; 
the consequences for those who try 
to escape are dire.

Sisi, around whom most of the nov-
el’s suspense revolves, is an ambitious 
graduate unable to find suitable work. 
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Efe is a teenage mother struggling to 
raise her son with no support from his 
father. Ama has escaped an abusive 
childhood only to find her dream of 
escaping Nigeria crushed by a dead-
end job. Joyce, without family, home 
or money, is abandoned by her boy-
friend. The women’s dreams come in 
different sizes, from financial support 
for struggling relatives back home to 
the allure of big houses, fancy cars, 
gold jewellery and expensive plait 
extensions.

Unigwe’s vigorous prose is at its best 
when describing the utter humilia-
tion Sisi feels when forced to dress like 
a hooker in “a gold-coloured nylon 
skirt” that rode up her legs when she 
walked and “showed her butt cheeks 
when she bent”. So too with the deg-
radation of her first encounter with a 
client in a toilet: “She baptised herself 
into it with tears, hot and livid, down 
her cheeks, salty in her mouth, feeling 
intense pain wherever he touched, 
like he was searing her with a razor 
blade that had just come off a fire”.

Men in this novel are generally 
drunks, murderers, rapists, weak, 

cold-hearted, pathetic - although 
Unigwe avoids the fallacy of women 
as passive victims. Hers make choices, 
for which there are consequences. 
But their choices are restricted by cir-
cumstance and the Lagos they leave 
behind is a harsh place to survive, 
where “on any given day one was 
likely to find a corpse abandoned by 
the roadside”.

She shows what the women be-
come, too. Sisi, who felt she was living 
the dream on her first day in Belgium 
because she was eating jam, can “no 
longer bear to look at herself”, while 
Efe’s plan is to run her own brothel 
one day when she has paid of her 
debt. What Unigwe does brilliantly is 
to delve into the psychology of each 
woman, eliciting different levels of 
empathy.

This is an important and accom-
plished novel that leaves a strong af-
tertaste. Unigwe gives voice to those 
who are voiceless, fleshes out the 
stories of those who offer themselves 
as meat for sale, and bestows dignity 
on those who are stripped off it.
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Arts Richard Branson meets, mentors winners of Enterprise Challenge

T
he winners of the 2016 Enterprise 
Challenge, Keturah Ovio Onow-
eya and Sophia Ike Onu, met Sir 
Richard Branson, founder/chair-
man, Virgin Group, on June 29, 

2016 in Oxford United Kingdom. 
Branson met with the winners for a men-

toring session-giving them ideas and advice 
on how to run a sustainable and profitable 
business,especially in the current economic 
environment.  He also shared some personal 
business experiences during the meeting.

After the session with Sir Richard, 
Keturah and Sophia joined a number of 
promising entrepreneurs from the Virgin 
StartUp and Virgin Media Business’ VOOM 
competition for lunch and networking. 
They also attended this year’s Sunday Times 
Fast Track 100 event and awards.

Sophia, founder, The5kshop,said, “The 
Enterprise Challenge has been an incred-
ible journey; mentally tough in so many 
ways but also incredibly stimulating and 
enjoyable. Meeting Sir Richard Branson 
was so surreal.

Moments before he walked into the 
room, I was a bit anxious but the minute he 
came in and we got chatting, it really felt 
like talking to an old friend. It was impres-
sive how well he understood my business 
as he casually shared intelligent advice and 
tips. Richard is definitely that lecturer that 
can make the toughest subject seem so easy. 
He answered all our questions with details.

“It is so easy to understand why he is re-
ferred to as the Godfather of Entrepreneur-
ship in the United Kingdom.  Thank you 
Richard for being you, continue to inspire”.

On her part, Keturah, founder Qeturah 
Dot Com, said: “Meeting Richard Branson 
was a once in a lifetime experience. He is 
probably best known as one of the first 
‘positive disruptors’ in business and has 
always been a real inspiration to me. Talking 
to him made me believe that everything is 
possible – you just have to make it possible, 
and I look forward to seeing how I can apply 

his words of wisdom and encouragement to 
my life and business going forward.” 

More than 10,800 young Nigerian entre-
preneurs entered the competition, which 
was conceived and organised by British 
Council and Virgin Atlantic in partnership 
with Zenith Bank and Samsung, in order to 
help talented young Nigerians develop their 
entrepreneurial skills.

Adrian Bird, Head of Nigeria for Virgin 
Atlantic, said: “Virgin Atlantic is delighted 
to support the Enterprise Challenge once 
again. We are a company built on entre-
preneurship and are proud to support this 
initiative which enables young business 
people to let their dreams fly.  It has been 
exciting to see so many young Nigerians 
come up with new and innovative ideas 
that attempt to tackle the most pressing 
challenges facing the country. Keturah and 
Sophia have shown incredible skill, talent 
and dedication and we believe they have a 

T
he Nigerian television audi-
ence is set to experience yet 
another exciting drama se-
ries as Ebonylife TV launches 
‘On The Real’, its latest drama 

series on television.
On The Real is a television series that 

operates a unique format of combining 
pseudo reality-cum-drama and also 

‘On The Real’ drama series on TV premieres  

incorporates running commentary by 
all cast members. It follows the lives of 
five young Nigerian reality television 
stars who were brought together by an 
obnoxious TV executive. In line with 
their new status, the stars have to bal-
ance their newly acclaimed fame with 
their regular lives, as well as, maintain 
their star status. ‘On the Real’ highlights 

very bright future ahead of them”.
Lucy Pearson, acting Country Director, 

British Council Nigeria, commented: “The 
work of the British Council in education 
and the wider society helps transform not 
only national education systems, but builds 
more inclusive, open societies and increases 
young people’s opportunities for a better fu-
ture. The Enterprise Challenge fits perfectly 
into this remit, effectively helping to de-
velop the flourishing talent within Nigeria. 
After all, entrepreneurs make a difference 
not only to their immediate families and 
communities, but as the business leaders 
and employers of the future.” 

Sola Oladipo, executive director,Zenith 
Bank Plc, said: “One of the biggest hurdles 
in business – particularly for young entre-
preneurs – is connecting with those who 
‘know’, and have already succeeded, and 
finance. The Enterprise Challenge addresses 
both these and we are proud to be a partner.”

A representative for Samsung Electronics 
West Africa, said: “We at Samsung deeply 
understand the importance of encouraging 
the average Nigerian youth to innovate and 
create products, as well as become wealth 
generators for themselves. To this end, we 
strongly support this initiative by British 
Council and Virgin Atlantic and are throw-
ing our complete weight behind this project. 
We challenge Nigerian youth to explore 
their capabilities and talents to create prod-
ucts and services that will grow into big and 
deeply rooted brands in the near future.”

The winners have since received a 
financial grant worth N2m each and will 
all benefit from continued support from 
the initiative’s partners. In addition, En-
terprise Challenge winners will receive a 
fully-funded scholarship to attend a five-day 
entrepreneurship foundation course at the 
Branson Centre for Entrepreneurship in 
South Africa.

issues relating to the youth including 
relationships, self esteem, sex, drug 
abuse and much more.

Speaking on the launch, Mo Abudu, 
executive producer, Ebonylife TV, 
said: “On The Real is the edgiest type of 
drama format that EbonyLife TV has 
created for the next generation. I am 
excited at the prospect of us delving 
into this new genre of drama. I am also 
thrilled about giving our youth a plat-
form to express themselves and their 
art form. Everything about this great 
piece of work was made to perfection, 
from the creation of the format and 
concept, to writing, talent, wardrobe, 
make up, directing and music. I would 
invite all to watch On The Real, both 
young and old”.

‘On the real’ is created and produced 
by Temidayo Abudu. According to her, 
“On the Real sees fictional characters 
living in the real world-Lagos. They 
represent parts of youth culture that 
people can relate to. The way they 
speak, dress and their lifestyle. The 
show is all relatable and familiar but 

packaged in a unique format that I 
am yet to come across on television. 
As people watch, I believe they will 
question themselves, our society and 
culture. It will make people confront 
their realities and speak out on them. 
The cast and crew on this project have 
been amazing and have shown nothing 
but pure talent and professionalism.  I 
look forward to seeing this new gen-
eration of actors become regular faces 
on television screens in Nigeria and all 
over the world”

Written by Tamara Aihie and di-
rected by Tosin Coker, On The Real has 
amongst its cast Inidinma Okojie as 
Faridah, Funto Angel Johnson as Wana, 
David Jones as Lolu, Akah Nnani as 
Efosa and Nancy Isime as Amaka.

The edgy, exciting and fun series 
premièred exclusively on Accelerate 
TV on July 12, 2016 and EbonyLife TV, 
DStv channel 165 on July 13, 2016 at 
21:30 CAT.

Earlier, ‘On The Real’ launch party 
was sponsored by Accelerate TV and 
Samsung.
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‘Societal injustice fires my zeal to contribute 
to a just world through literature’
Nnenna Ihebom, health worker, social commentator and multiple award-winning 
author whose book ‘Patriots and Sinners’ was among the 10 recently published by 
the Association of Nigerian Authors under the Nigerian Writers Series, speaks with 
CHUKS OLUIGBO, assistant editor, about her writing career and related issues.

Who is Nnenna Ihe-
bom?

N
nenna Ihe-
bom is a 
native of 
U b a k u r u 
Mbieri in 

Mbaitoli Local Gov-
ernment Area of Imo 
State. I am married into 
the Ihebom family of 
Umuomi Uzoagba in 
Ikeduru Local Govern-
ment Area of Imo State. 
I am a public health pro-
fessional with the local 
government authority.

 How long have you 
been writing and what 
do you write about?

I started writing in 
the secondary school 
but none of the things 
I wrote survived that 
era of my life. I started 
writing seriously in 
2006 and my first sto-
ry book, The Rejected 
Stones, was published 
in 2007. I write in all 
three main genres of 
literature. However, my 
main forte is prose con-
sidering that I have only 
one published poetry 
book, Pendulum, and 
three published plays 
– Open Secret, Rampag-
ing Silence, and Folly 
is a Dance. The rest are 
novels and short story 
collections.

 What inspires your 
writings?

Many things inspire 
my writing – many 
things I see in the soci-
ety; many things I have 
heard about in other 
societies and events 
and facts of our distant 
past. However, the ma-
jor factor that drives my 
writing, and which one 
can identify in most of 
my works, is injustice. 
Injustice in any situa-
tion of life saddens me 
greatly and fires my 
zeal to contribute to a 

one that is close to my 
heart and that is the re-
ligious confusion that 
has engulfed our world. 
Odogwu Be Anyi tells 
an intricate story that 
questions the ill treat-
ments meted out to the 
girl-child in Igbo and 
other societies.

 When you are not 
writing, what do you 
do?

As stated earlier, I 
work with the local 
government authority. 
Writing is my hobby 
and calling, which I do 
in my private time.

 Are you working on 
any book? If yes, could 
you tell us about it? 
How soon should we 
expect something new 
from you?

Yes, I am working on 
a unique book project 
but this time, I have a 
partner, an Indian lady 
who is excited about 
Nigeria and desires to 
tell other people who 
are scared stiff about 
coming to Nigeria. She 
came to Nigeria after 
much persuasion from 
her husband who was 
already resident in La-
gos. Right now she has 
fallen in love with the 
lively and loving nature 
of the average Nigerian 
and wishes to share her 
new-found love. Soon 
and very soon, it shall 
come to pass.

 Who are your fa-
vourite authors and 
why?

Favourite authors? I 
love Cyprian Ekwensi’s 
works. I also love the 
poetry of Chioma En-
werem (As the Sun Ris-
es) and The Poet Wept 
by Chidozie Chukwu-
buike. Chinua Achebe’s 
works appeal to me 
with their familiar set-
ting and simple diction.

just world through lit-
erature. My Igbo novel, 
Odogwu Be Anyi, ad-
dresses issues of gender 
imbalance, not because 
I am a feminist, but be-
cause injustice to any-
body is condemnable. 
If the person oppressing 
someone else is a wom-
an, I will also be com-
pelled to condemn such 
actions in my writing.

 Tell us about your 
books, published and 
unpublished.

My books are both 
in Igbo and English lan-
guages. I have more at-
tachment to the ones 
in Igbo language than 
those in English. I be-
lieve strongly that the 
Igbo language deserves a 
better deal than it is get-
ting now. My first book 
is in English, but the 
very first award I won 
for writing was for my 
first Igbo novel, Odogwu 
Be Anyi. That was in 
2007. For me, this is an 
indication that I have a 
pact with the Igbo lan-
guage. In addition to the 
ones I have mentioned 
already, let me mention 
a few more titles that 
are in my name. They 
include Igirigi Ututu, 
Egwu a Gwara Ogwa, 
Mkpanaka Igbo Maka 
Umuakwukwo, Akam-
kpo Chinedu, Omaricha 
(Abu Umuaka), Okowata 
(Oba Mkpuru Okwu 
Igbo), The Web (novel, 
winner, ANA/CHEV-
RON Prize 2008), A 
Brand New Day (novel), 
Patriots and Sinners 
(novel, winner NWS 
publishing contract 
2014), Sacrilege (novel), 
The Lunar Princess 
(runner-up, ANA Prize 
for Children’s Literature 
2011), The Magic Mirror 
(winner, ANA Prize for 
Children’s Literature, 

2015), Crown Unseen 
(novel), The Candy Tree 
(children ‘s story book), 
and Shackles and Tack-
les (a collection of short 
stories).

 Which of them is 
your favourite and 
why?

It’s difficult to pick 
out a favourite book 
out of the lot. However, 
I will go for The Lunar 
Princess for the works 
in English and Odogwu 
Be Anyi for the Igbo 
ones. Of course, Okowa-
ta, the Igbo dictionary, 
is in a class of its own in 
this regard.

 Could you tell us 
about them?

I choose the Lunar 
Princess because the 
theme it explores is 

My Book & I
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A cry for World Heritage 
sites lying fallow in Nigeria

I
t is disheartening that Nigeria 
loses over N5 billion tourist 
receipts annually to undevel-
oped tourism attractions across 
the country, especially Sukur 

Landscape in Adamawa State and 
Osun Oshogbo Grove; the two World 
Heritage Sites in the country.

The huge revenue loss is occa-
sioned by little or no visits to these 
sites due to negligence and lack of 
commitment by the managers of the 
sites in maintaining and improving 
on the facilities. It is also sad that with 
the sole reliance on crude oil earn-
ings, Nigeria has persistently failed to 
develop and promote these sites who 
potential would have contributed in 
bailing the country out of the present 
economic downturn.

Ordinarily, with the listing of any 
attraction in the World Heritage Sites 
list by United Nations Educational 
Scientific and cultural Oragnisation 
(UNESCO), the site attracts global 
tourists in their thousands because of 
the very revered status, which takes 
times, strict procedures and commit-
ment to come by.

While Osun Osogbo Grove in 
Osun State, which made the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site list in 2005 barely 
sustains visit throughout the year 
and peak to about 100,000 visits 
during the Osun Oshogbo festival 
every August, the reverse is the case 
for Sukur Cultural Landscape in Ad-
amawa State.

Till date, Sukur Cultural Land-
scape, which is the foremost World 
Heritage Site in Nigeria, enlisted in 
UNESCO in 1999, hardly record visits 
apart from researchers.

The sad development has resulted 
in the delay by UNESCO in approv-
ing six sites from across the country 
that on its Tentative List. The sites 
on the Tentative List, which include: 
Ogbunike Cave in Anambra State, 
Oke Idanre Hill in Ondo State, Surame 
Cultural Landscape in Sokoto, Aro-
chukwu Long Juju and Slave Route, 
Ancient Kano Walls in Kano and 
Alok Ikom Monoliths in Cross River 
State, will suffer further set back be-
cause the two World Heritage Sites 
in the country are not living up to 
UNESCO standard, especially traffic 
and maintenance.

According to some tourism ex-
perts, the least World Heritage Site 
across the world receives from 1000 
guest per day and earns at least 
$150,000 every day from gate pass, 
purchase of branded souvenirs and 
photographs, feeding, patronage of 
accommodations around the sites 
among other special tours and tourist 
activities.

“If the infrastructure is developed 

and the potential of the site is well 
promoted, Osun Oshogbo for in-
stance, can woo over 1000 guests per 
day. If they pay N1,000 each for gate 
pass, it will amount to N1,000,000 per 
day, N30 million per month, and N360 
million per year, excluding expenses 
on branded souvenir, purchase of 
local craft, building of more hotels 
to accommodate growing visitors 
among others”, Ademola Oludare,  a 
tour operator explained.

Looking at a broader perspective, 
Magnus Okike, a financial analyst 
with bias in hospitality, noted if 10 
percent of Nigerians are encouraged 
to travel within to visit some of these 
sites, the country can generate over 
N5 billion annually from various 
tourist activities at the sites.  “Imag-
ine if government offers certain 

percentage of tax rebate to corporate 
organizations that send their staff on 
holiday especially summer to these 
local sites. There will be sustainable 
traffic, fund to maintain the facilities, 
more built, the local will be engaged, 
more jobs and the economy will be 
better for it”, Okike said.

Julius Onugha, a hotelier, insisted 
that international hotel brands will 
be more willing to invest in destina-
tions close to World Heritage Sites if 
traffic is good.

Speaking on why it is difficult to 
get the final approval for these sites 
on tentative list, Nuhu Audu, an envi-
ronmental and conservation lawyer, 
said that before the final approval, 
the host nation is expected to file a 
dossier spelling out, among others, 
the “outstanding universal value” of 

the prospective site as well as a com-
prehensive plan of how the World 
Heritage Site will be managed in the 
event that it became one.

“Also, a national legislation is usu-
ally supposed to back relevant con-
tents of the dossier and that if that 
was done in the case of Sukur and 
Osun Osogbo, why are they not liv-
ing up to expectations? Audu asked. 

Regrettably, since over a decade 
and half now, the Nigerian delegation 
(which included Boni Haruna, the 
then Governor of Adamawa State, 
top federal politicians, and the Nige-
rian Commission for Museums and 
Monuments ‘NCMM’ technocrats) 
to the UNESCO conference in the 
Moroccan resort city of Marrakech 
where Sukur Cultural Landscape 
was designated WHS in 1999, seem 
to have forgotten the promise they 
made and effort at improving and sus-
taining the WHS status of the Sukur.

The worse, according to Audu, is 
that Sukur Cultural Landscape has 
not been formally launched by the 
Nigerian authorities. The launch is 
necessary to usher in management, 
maintenance and promotions that 
will attract the world to visit and 
spend their money in the locality. 
As it stands, the breathtaking land-
scape may not be officially commis-
sioned in years to come as a joint 
management committee supposed 
to work towards the launch as well 
as other matters relating to proper 
maintenance of the Site has not yet 
been formed. The joint management 
committee’s composition is supposed 
to include representatives of the 
NCMM, Adamawa State authorities, 
Madagali LGA council, the indig-
enous community, among others.

It is obvious that Nigerian Commis-
sion for Museums and Monuments 
(NCMM) charged with the statutory 
obligation of maintaining the World 
Heritage Sites is failing.  A top staff 
who pleaded anonymous said the 
commission barely has funding to 
maintain the sites or execute projects 
and that is why the guesthouse in 
Sukur is still abandoned.

“More also, it takes an average of 
two hours to climb the 3,040 feet 
above sea level to get atop Sukur 
Kingdom. The towering height and 
the stress of climbing call for infra-
structure like lift. But no electricity 
yet to power any climbing facilities 
as the locality is yet to be electrified”, 
the staff said.

However, the experts insisted that 
government should get serious with 
the diversification of the economy, 
see tourism as the lowest hanging 
fruit and create favourable environ-
ment for the private to thrive and 
drive the sector as done across the 
world.

Travel
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World ‘N Traveland spices its 
offerings with WONTRA

W
orld ‘N Traveland, 
a travel agency 
based in Lagos, of-
fering services to 
holiday seekers in 

line with international best practices, 
has launched WONTRA, a new brand 
under its portfolio.

The new brand, which is accessible 
on the user-friendly new portal www.
wontra.com, offers hassle-free search-
ing, bookings, payments among other 
services online for customers across 
the globe.

Unveiling the features of the new 
portal to the Travel Media at the 
company’s head office in Ikoyi, Lagos 
recently, Olufunmilayo Faloye, CEO, 
World ‘N Traveland, said the company 
would be investing in tourism and 
then push all its travel service products 
to the new WONTRA brand, adding 
more services including car rental, live 
cruise booking engine and low cost 
airline live bookings.

The unique thing about WONTRA, 
according to her, is that it gives custom-
ers the flexibility to pick what they 
want and it has a dynamic packaging 
where and when a customer can book. 
The new portal also has a rental sys-
tem, where people can get to the USA 
and rent a car to pick them up from 
the airport.

On the website, customers can 
book flight tickets for other countries 
which are not available on any other 
websites in Nigeria, and they can get 
the cruise-line in the world including 
the Royal Caribbean’s, Norwegian and 
Celebrity Cruising, which is one of the 
Royal Caribbean brands to the smaller 

cruise-line like Pacific cruise-line. They 
can also access shuttle flights such as 
easy jet – PMI Virgin flight, especially 
for people that are going from London, 
Geneva among others places.

“The whole idea is that we are going 
into full tourism business. We chose 
WONTRA to make it easy for people 
and customers to pronounce and re-
member and access its services on the 
website”, she explained.

To further woo its customers with 
innovations, the agency has also 
launched a product called 365 Travel 
plan. The new travel product allows 
customers to pay toward their travel 
and enable them to save as lower 
as N315 per day for N365 days in 
order to get to the minimum travel 
package.

 The plan can increase it to N500 a 

day just to encourage travelers on the 
habit of saving towards a holiday.

“365 Travel Plan is a product that 
runs on a different website and brand, 
running under World ‘N Traveland 
and fully on its website rendering full 
on-line services. It will help people to 
plan ahead and enjoy hassle-free trips, 
especially with the economic reality of 
our time”, she explained.

“Basically, this is to show that we 
not just selling; we also help the cus-
tomers to understand the destinations 
they are going to. So there is a lot of 
information where a customer picks 
the country, its cities and tourist sites. 
So, it gives what you need without 
going to a different website. You can 
do this without having to buy or be 
a member. All you need is visit the 
site to get information”, she explained 

further.
Currently, World ‘N Traveland is 

partnering with major banks in the 
country, especially Access Bank to 
boost the project, as customers can use 
cards from any bank around the world 
including: Bank of America, Backlays 
Bank, among others to transact busi-
ness on the website. The company is 
also partnering with a lot of hotels and 
resorts across the country to encour-
age domestic tourism and further 
boost destinations in Nigerian.

Arinze Adigwe, customer service 
manager of the agency, explained that 
the new website is designed to offer 
customers verities of choice, adding 
that the website contains more of 
what customers see on the interna-
tional websites.

As part of its social responsibility, 
Word ‘N Traveland is using its website 
as a platform to solicit financial dona-
tions from people to assist charitable 
organisations.

The CEO explained that proceeds 
from donors would be distributed to 
a charity home which the money is 
meant for. “For instance, if a person 
makes donation to a particular char-
ity home through WONTRA website, 
the intended charity organisation will 
receive an alert to reflect payment 
from a certain donor. By this, WON-
TRA will be acting as a link between 
the recipient and the donor”, Faloye 
concluded. 

Wontra photo caption: L-R: Laitan 
Faloye, executive director, sales and 
marketing; Funmi Faloye, MD/CEO 
and Arinze Adigwe, head, Customer 
Service, all of World ‘N Traveland dur-
ing the unveiling of www.wontra.com 
in Lagos recently.
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Falz set for special Dubai summer group tour

I
n August, Falz The Bahd Guy, a 
popular musician, is expected to be 
the celebrity tour guide of a special 
group tour package for tourists 

from Nigeria to interesting places in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Falz, whose real name is Folarin 
Falana, is a BET award-winning rap-
per and son of Femi Falana, a popular 
Lagos lawyer, has been confirmed to 
be the official celebrity tour guide for 
the upcoming Dubai Summer Group 
Tour(a  seven-day all inclusive Dubai 
getaway with the Celebrity Tour 
Guide).

The unique summer tour is an 
initiative of DubaiAfrika.com, a one-
destination travel platform with focus 
on connecting Africans to Dubai. 
With the head office in Dubai, the 
organisers of the tour said customer 
satisfaction is guaranteed with round 
the clock customer service all through 
their stay in Dubai.

The package highlights for the 
seven days group tour includes: Dubai 
visa, airport transfer, desert safari, 

urged individuals and corporate or-
ganisations to avail themselves of the 
opportunity offered by DubaiAfrika.
com to secure their slots on the group 
tour to Dubai and also reach out for 
partnership and sponsorship.

“There are lots of tourist attractions 
in Dubai, everyday something new 
springs up because of the govern-
ment’s commitment to the develop-
ment of the Dubai tourism industry”.

It is gathered that in 2015, a simi-
lar celebrity summer tour was also 
organised by DubaiAfrika. Corpo-
rate organisations such as FCMB 
and Credit Direct partnered the tour 
company to provide a payment plan 
for corporate clients on the group 
tour which enables clients to pay in 
bits from their salary account over a 
period of time.

On the cost of the package, Ad-
esanmi assured that cost is relatively 
low, stating that the group travel 
will certainly reduce cost for a lot of 
people who will love to experience 
Dubai this summer.

city tour, cruise, luxury hotel apart-
ment, breakfast, dinner, DubaiAfrika 
souvenirs, beach day, night out (Falz 
Live in Dubai Concert) among oth-
ers. Shopping assistance will also be 
provided while clients can also cook 
in their apartments, which come with 
fully equipped kitchens.

Commenting on the travel show, 
which runs from August 17 to 24, 
2016, Tolu Adesanmi, founder/cre-
ative director, DubaiAfrika.com, 
stated that, “There is always need for 
a quick getaway to a new destination 
to ease stress and explore new areas 
for a well deserved rest. Aside get-
ting away from routine or work, it is 
also a way of experiencing different 
cultures first-hand”.

Adesanmi assured that by the time 
the participants return from Dubai, 
they would have been re-invigorated 
and would improve on job perfor-
mances.

He also stressed that it will be an 
unprecedented experience going 
to Dubai on this tour. He therefore 
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Plateau state to expand perishable 
cargo terminal in Jos airport

T
he Plateau state govern-
ment has set in motion 
the expansion and de-
velopment of perishable 
cargo terminal at the Jos 

airport to evacuate and distribute 
farm produce and livestock from 
the state.

 The Governor of the state, Simon 
Lalong who disclosed this when he 
spoke with newsmen at the Murtala 
Muhammed International Airport, 
Lagos said that quick evacuation of 
farm produce would help the farm-
ers make maximum profits from 
their crops and also ensure that they 
are sold out.

 Over the years farmers in dif-
ferent parts of the country have 
suffered poor evacuation of their 
produce by road and they lose 
substantial parts of their harvest to 
delays and precarious movement by 
road to ready markets in populated 
cities in the country.

 Lalong said as his administra-
tion’s emphasis is on agriculture, it is 
the mandate of the government that 
farmers are assisted to boost their 
produce by facilitating the process 
of their reaching their market, hence 
the plan to build perishable cargo 
terminal at the Jos airport, which 
was already designated as Interna-
tional Cargo Airport. 

“The Jos airport is already des-
ignated as international cargo air-
port. We have it in the budget to 
expand the place and provide the 
necessary facilities so that we can 
use the airport properly as cargo 
airport. Secondly we now focus on 
agriculture as you mentioned. A lot 
of farm produce comes through Jos, 
from Maiduguri and other parts of 
the neighbouring states.

 “Jos is a transit to about five states, 
so all of them will pass through the 
airport. Because of that, we need col-
laboration with the federal govern-
ment so we will quickly expand and 
take advantage of the international 
cargo airport that we have. When 

we talk about ranches, we are talk-
ing about the production of more 
cows, so we need a cargo airport,” 
Lalong said.

 The Governor said his govern-
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Arik Air wows business class 
passengers with continental dishes

P
assengers flying on a business 
class to London, New York or 
Johannesburg are in for excit-
ing trip as Arik Air is providing 

a menu choice made specifically for 
Nigerians by Nigerians with Nigerian 
ingredients.  

 After takeoff, the main meal is ac-
companied with a coleslaw salad and 
a selection of warm breads.

 For passengers who love to take 
appetizers can enjoy hot goat pepper 
soup or fish cake and beetroot towers.

 For the main course, Arik has done 
well to provide the pan fried sirloin 
with rosemary sauce served with sau-

téed potatoes and honey glazed carrots 
or seared chicken breast in an orange 
citrus sauce served with fondant po-
tatoes, carrots and poached cucumber.

 Other alternatives are beef suya 
and jollof rice or fried croaker fish with 
yam porridge.

 Fresh fruit plate or lemon posset 
tart with homemade ginger bread 
biscuit is available for dessert.

 All menu items are free of alcohol 
and pork. Regardless of passengers 
selection, jollof rice will always be 
available upon request.

 For afternoon tea, the airline will 
offer on its flights to London and Jo-

hannesburg selection of sand wishes 
or chicken and Mediterranean veg-
etable kebab.

 Approximately one hour prior to 
landing, Arik Air has assured passen-
gers of continental breakfast of orange 
juice or wake-up cocktail juice, fresh 
seasonal fruit bowl, selection of break-
fast pastries or warm beef sausage, 
turkey bacon and egg roll or coffee and 
tea. This is for New York-Lagos flight. 

 While introducing the menu choice 
in Lagos, Rodger Whittle, Senior Vice 
President, Standards and Service De-
livery, Arik Air said the meal menu 
was introduced taking into consid-
eration the airline’s expansion drive.

 Whittle added that the menu will 
cater for its business class cabinet for 
domestic services as well as its regional 
central west Africa and west coast 
services.

 “Our kitchen is going to be very 
busy. As a company, we have always 
thought of having a catering arm 
which may be available to other car-
riers or customers but for now we are 
limited to our own,” he disclosed.

 “Prior to this time, we were out-
sourcing foods. The new development 
also offers a very significant cost sav-
ings for us. The quality is fantastic, 
obviously, it comes with a cost and no 
matter what we do with flight origi-
nating from other countries, our Ni-
gerian customers always say it never 
quite tastes as it does at home.”

Whittle explained that the air-
line has a loading ratio and with the 
business class cabin, it loads at about 
120percent, and has provision for ex-
tra catering on the refrigerator.

T
his Summer, KLM Royal 
Dutch Airlines Nigeria is 
creating an opportunity for 
its followers on Facebook to 

visit a loved one in London without 
having to worry about the cost of 
their ticket because it will be given 
to them free!

 The campaign tagged #KLM-
TAKEMETOLONDON, ran from the 
11 th to the 15 th of July 2016 while 
the grand finale took place on the 16 
th of July 2016 in Lagos and London 
simultaneously.

 To be part of the campaign, par-
ticipants liked the KLM Facebook 
page “KLMNigeria” then tagged a 
friend or family member living in 
London with a response expressing 
their wish, KLM in turn searched for 
these friends or family members in 
London, the first person to be found 
was the winner for the day.

 This exercise will ran for 5 days, 
while on the 16th of July 2016, all 
the daily qualifiers will participate 
in the grand finale where the final 
winners will emerge.

 “For us at KLM we are happy and 
grateful to have so many people 
allowing KLM to be part of their ex-
periences, though it might be for just 
a few hours in the air, that’s where 
these stories start”, the airline said.

KLM Airlines wows 

customers with 

#KLMTAKEMETO-

LONDON Campaign 

on facebook

ment is taking advantage of agri-
culture in the state and also the 
development of tourism and solid 
minerals, which would further boost 
the cargo airport.

 “With counterpart funding, we 
want to boost agriculture develop-
ment in our state. We had popular 
farms that were sold about 30 years 
ago and want to revive these farms.

 “You know Jos is the home of solid 
minerals. With the emphasis of the 
federal government on solid miner-
als, we want to explore and boost 
our revenue with that. Thirdly we 
want to develop tourism in our state 
because we are blessed with good 
weather,” Lalong said.

 The Governor said when the ex-
pansion of the cargo airport is com-
pleted; farmers would be transport-
ing the highly sought after tomatoes 
and other perishables through the 
airport, noting that it would safe 
time, ensure the produce arrive at 
the point of sale still fresh and maxi-
mise the profit for farmers.
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Selling your Smartphone could mean selling your identity

M
any users  for-
get to delete their 
data and while 
4 0  p e rc e n t  o f 
the phones pur-

chased from pawn shops had been 
factory reset, user data continues 
to be accessible, a recent research 
by Avast Software, maker of trusted 
security has found.

 For the experiment, Avast pur-
chased 20 used smartphones 
— five devices each in New York, 
Paris, Barcelona and Berlin — and 
used widely available free recovery 
software to detect the data found 
on the devices. As a result, Avast 
retrieved more than 2,000 person-
al photos, emails, text messages, 
invoices and one video containing 
adult content from the phones 
that the prior owner assumed was 
deleted. On two of the phones, the 
previous owners had forgotten to 
log out of their Gmail accounts, 
risking having the new owners 
read or send emails in their name.

Avast performed a similar ex-
periment two years ago with 
used phones that were sold by 
consumers online in the U.S. and 
found more than 40,000 personal 
photos, emails and text messages. 
Unfortunately, this year’s results 
highlight that even though smart-
phone technology is progressing, 
consumers still lack awareness 
around how to protect their sensi-
tive personal data.

Because all the phones in this 
experiment came from pawn 
shops, Avast was able to consult 
with the shop owners prior to 
purchase. While each shop owner 
assured the buyer that the phones 
had been factory reset and that all 
data from previous owners had 
been wiped clean, they found that 
twelve were not.

Of the phones that were fac-
tory reset, 50 percent still con-
tained personal data as they were 
running an outdated version of 
Android that had an improperly 
functioning factory reset feature.  
Some of the previous owners only 
deleted their files without doing a 
factory reset. However, this doesn’t 
mean that the files were removed 
completely - only the reference to 
the file was deleted. Other phone 
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… As Avast finds used Smartphones still contain personal data

owners simply forgot to delete 
their data or do a factory reset.

While an original owner who 
sells an old phone to a pawn shop 
might take the necessary precau-
tions to rid the phone of data, it’s 
unlikely that a seller who found 
or stole the phone, for example, 
prior to pawning it would take 
these same steps (and as we know, 
lost phones can end up in pawn 
shops).

Scenarios such as these high-
light both the responsibility of 
shop owners to properly wipe and 
reset phones prior to sale, and 
also the need for phone owners 
to utilise anti-theft software in 
the chance their phone is lost or 
stolen, in order to remotely wipe 
the data. “New Android phones 
are pretty safe when it comes to 
the factory reset, but used phones 
with older Android versions that 
have a less thorough reset feature 
are still being sold,” said Gagan 
Singh, president of mobile at Avast 
Software.

“Through our research, we no-
ticed that some people simply 
forget to delete their personal data 
and perform the factory reset be-
fore selling the device. To ensure 
that all data is removed, a user 
needs to overwrite the phone’s 
files. Without this, a user’s per-
sonal data could easily end up 
in the hands of the next owner of 
the phone. In the end, users are 
responsible for cleaning all sensi-
tive and personal data from their 
devices prior to sale, and they 
should never rely on a shop owner 
to remove remaining data prior to 
reselling the phones.”

Avast researchers were able to 
recover the following files from the 
20 phones:

· More than 1,200 photos
· More than 200 photos with 

adult content
· 149 photos of children
· More than 300 emails and text 

messages
· More than 260 Google search-

es, including 170 searches for adult 

content
· Two previous owners’ identi-

ties
· Three invoices
· One working contract
· One adult video
 “If you sell your phone, make 

sure you don’t sell your iden-
tity and personal data in the same 
move,” added Singh. “If your per-
sonal data gets into the wrong 
hands, it can be easily exploited 
for identity theft or blackmail, and 
explicit content could be uploaded 
to the Web. We know many of our 
users dislike the idea of strang-
ers viewing their photos, so they 
should take the time to ensure 
their sensitive data is removed 
from their phones prior to selling 
them.”

Consumers interested in sell-
ing their used Android devices 
should first install an Anti-Theft 
app and then permanently delete 
and overwrite all files on the de-
vice, thus making personal data 
irretrievable.



M
y name is Des-
mond Ajayi and 
I ’ m  a  m e d i c a l 
doctor. I lost my 
mother at a very 

tender age of seven, so I never 
had that motherly touch. Al-
though my father remarried few 
months after my mother died, 
that touch was still lacking as my 
stepmother treated my siblings 
and I like maids. 

My father regretted taking 
another wife and warned us 
against making awful mistakes 
when it comes to making the 
most important decision in life 
which is, choosing a life partner. 
I watched my stepmother make 
the home uncomfortable for 
the entire family and I vowed to 
settle for nothing short of the best 
whenever I was ready to marry. 

When the time came to settle 
down, I married grace because 
she is unique. My marriage to 
Grace was made in heaven or so I 
thought until recently. Although 
she had delay in childbirth, that 
did not last long. Our first child ar-
rived three years after marriage 
and we named him Ayodele, be-
cause his birth brought so much 
Joy to us. 

Ayo, as we fondly called him, 
opened the door to his mother’s 
womb as my wife took in again 
few months later and in a space 
of seven years, God blessed us 
with four children. We closed the 
chapter on childbirth and chan-
neled our efforts towards giving 
our children the best education.  
As the children grew, I got more 
attached to Ayo for two reasons. 
One, he is exceptionally brainy 
and secondly, he is the only one 
out of his siblings that indicated 
interest in toeing his father’s 
footsteps. 

At the age of five, Ayo was 
already asking probing questions 
and he made sure his questions 
were satisfactorily answered. His 
eagerness to learn more of about 
medicine made him my shadow 
thereby attracting the nickname 
“Daddy’s walking stick”.

Ayo grew into the kind of 
son any parent would be proud 
of. He never repeated any class 
or had any cause to re-sit any 
course in medical school even 
when he was indisposed. He got 
double promotions in primary 
school and did not complete his 
secondary school education be-
cause he passed his Senior School 
Certificate Examinations, SSCE, 
in class four and also excelled 
in the JAMB examination that 
same year.

My nightmare began four 
months ago. A colleague and 
friend of mine, Kunle, had told 
me he was going to visit around 
4pm. Accompanied by Ayo, I 
dashed out two hours earlier to 
get some drinks for the guests. 

The crowd we met at the super-
market was huge and we had to 
spend more time than we bar-
gained for.

Immediately I drove in around 
5.30pm, I saw that my guests 
were still waiting. Kunle had 
called thrice while I was at the 
supermarket waiting so I never 
knew he would still be around 
when I returned. Kunle intro-
duced his wife and I, in turn, I 
introduced my children to them.  
After the introduction, Lucy ca-
sually said, “Your son, (pointing at 
Ayo) looks totally different from 
the rest.” 

I did not give Lucy’s remark 
any serious thought until three 
weeks later when one of my 
friends made a similar comment. I 
was hanging out with Funso and 
Michael one evening when our 
discussion suddenly drifted from 
business to family. Funso shared a 
pathetic story of his heartbroken 
neighbour who just discovered 
that one of his children wasn’t his 
after so many years.

He had barely concluded his 
story when Michael interjected, 
“That’s not new. It has been 
proven that the first child of over 
90 percent men is not theirs. 
Someone had suggested I check 
out mine to ascertain if she is 
truly mine but I wouldn’t want 

to give myself any heartache. 
Some things are better left un-
discovered.”

As I was sipping my drink, I 
felt their eyes glued on me and 
when I looked up, I could read 
‘pity’ in those eyes. It was at this 
point that Funso brought Ayo 
into the discussion. He asked 
if I’ve noticed that Ayo looked 
completely different from his 
siblings. Immediately he said this, 
Michael gave him a slight push 
and told him to watch his tongue. 
Funso was determined to let the 
cat out of the bag and I wanted 
to hear all of it, so in response he 
said, “If we claim to be his friend, 
then we should not only hear 
but also tell him what we heard 
or how would you feel if we kept 
something like this away from 
you?” he asked Michael who kept 
quiet and started fondling with 
his phone. 

Funso asked me again, “Des-
mond, have you noticed anything 
different about Ayo?”

I looked at two of them obvi-
ously shocked such words were 
coming from them. Me? Check 
if Ayo was mine? Of course, he 
is mine and I don’t need to de-
bate over that, but rather than 
show how infuriated I was, I 
just laughed and told him to 
stop that expensive joke but no 

one laughed. Michael seemed to 
be hiding something and I was 
determined to get it out of him, 
“Michael, what’s going on? You 
guys have been talking behind 
my back for too long. It’s quite ob-
vious. How about talking straight 
to my face now? What is this all 
about?” I inquired.

With his eyes still fixed on 
his phone Michael replied, “I 
don’t talk behind backs but I’ve 
been hearing stuffs. I won’t say 
I believed any of them and I was 
going to talk to you about it. A lot 
of people have been saying that 
Ayo is not your child. Kunle even 
told me his wife noticed how dif-
ferent Ayo looked when she saw 
his siblings.”

At that moment my mind 
flashed back to the day Kunle 
visited with his wife. So, he had 
been discussing my family with 
his wife and even went ahead to 
invite her over to my home for 
further observation. I could now 
see why they waited patiently 
for me and Ayo to return from 
the supermarket even after we 
wasted so much time. 

Looking at Michael, I said, “I 
guess it’s because of me cooked 
up that story of a neighbour 
that found out about a child that 
wasn’t his, nice try. Well, go and 
tell them all that Ayo is my child. 

‘For 20 years, I was deceived by my 
wife that a bastard was my son’

ThisLife
Not that I need to explain any-
thing to anybody because my life 
is none of their business.”

We argued back and forth 
with my friends giving reasons 
why I should do a DNA test and 
fast too. I agreed after much 
debate not because I had any 
doubt about Ayo being mine but 
I wanted them to know that I’ve 
got nothing to hide. 

When I got home that day, 
I went straight to Ayo’s room, 
extracted some strands of hair 
from his comb and tied it inside 
a small cellophane bag which hid 
inside my pocket. My wife is a 
virtuous woman, unfaithfulness 
is not imbedded in her gene and 
I could not even imagine why I 
let my friends get me worked up 
over nothing.

The DNA test was carried out 
the following day. I couldn’t find 
the right words to say exactly 
how I felt when the result proved 
me wrong! I prayed the ground 
would open up and swallow me 
because I could not stand the 
shame. My friends were now 
certain I’d being training another 
man’s child all these years.

I rejected the result and vis-
ited three other hospitals for 
confirmation and the result was 
the same. Omg! So, Ayo is not my 
child? Then, whose child is he? I 
decided to iron that out with my 
wife immediately. When I got 
home, my wife came out in her 
usual manner to hug me but I 
couldn’t fake it. “Has she come to 
remove the knife she left on my 
back?” I thought to myself and 
said, “Grace, we need to talk now.” 
I could see the surprise in her 
eyes because I’ve never called her 
by name since we got married.

She said, “Honey, can’t it wait 
until after dinner? “Dinner ke! 
Who is having dinner with this 
woman and with which appe-
tite?” I thought to myself. When 
she saw how furious I was, she sat 
down and I told her everything. I 
noticed a slight guilt displayed on 
her face which she immediately 
tried to conceal. I asked her who 
Ayo’s father was but she said 
nothing. She obviously knew 
this day was going to come and 
she was ready to take the secret 
to her grave.

For Grace to hide something as 
terrible as this from me for more 
than twenty years, then she is 
capable of murder. Without much 
ado, I packed a few clothes and 
moved into a hotel that night. I 
could not bear to share the same 
roof or even breathe the same air 
with this innocent-looking but 
dangerous woman. 

After pondering over the en-
tire issue for few days and with 
no word from my wife, I called 
my lawyer and filed for a divorce. 
I did not fall in love with Grace, I 
fell in love with the person she 
pretended to be and now the 
mask had fallen off, I could see the 
real person I married. Although I 
have rejected Grace, I’m prepared 
to die rather than allow anyone 
take Ayo away from me. Ayo 
is mine; let me see that human 
being that would dare drag him 
with me. 

Readers, you can write in to tell 
us how you would have reacted if 
it had happened to you.
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How new HIV drugs lock virus in immaturity

A 
new type of HIV 
drug currently be-
ing tested works 
in an unusual way, 
scientists in the Mo-

lecular Medicine Partnership 
Unit, a collaboration between 
EMBL and Heidelberg Univer-
sity Hospital, have found. They 
also discovered that when the 
virus became resistant to early 
versions of these drugs, it did not 
do so by blocking or prevent-
ing their effects, but rather by 
circumventing them. The study, 
published online today in Sci-
ence, presents the most detailed 
view yet of part of the immature 
form of HIV.

HIV, the virus that causes 
AIDS, comes in two forms: im-
mature and mature. The imma-
ture form is assembled inside 
an infected person’s cells. After 
an immature virus particle has 
left the cell, it has to change into 
the mature form before it can 
infect other human cells. A new 
group of drugs that inhibit this 
maturation is currently under-
going clinical trials, but so far it 
was unclear how exactly these 
drugs act.

To go from immature to ma-
ture, HIV has to cut the connec-
tions between its main building 
blocks, and rearrange those 
pieces. John Briggs’ lab at EMBL 
and Hans-Georg Kräusslich’s 
lab at Heidelberg University 
Hospital looked at a particularly 
important cutting point. It con-
nects building blocks known 
as the capsid protein and the 
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spacer peptide 1, and if it is not 
cut, the virus cannot mature. The 
scientists used a combination 
of cryo-electron tomography 
and subtomogram averaging to 
reveal exactly what this part of 
the immature form of HIV looks 
like in 3D. They found that the 
cutting site is hidden in a posi-
tion where the virus’ cutting 
machinery can’t sever it. So for 
the virus to mature, the struc-
ture first has to change, to expose 
that cutting point.

“When we looked at the vi-
rus with one of these inhibitor 
drugs on it, we found that the 
inhibitor doesn’t prevent the 
cutting machinery from getting 
in, as you might expect,” says 
Florian Schur, who carried out 
the work in Briggs’ lab. “Rather, 

...Study provides insights into workings of new HIV drugs and how virus becomes resistant

the drug locks the immature 
virus structure in place, so that 
it can’t be cut.”

When the new inhibitor 
drugs were first developed, sci-
entists found that HIV viruses 
with certain mutations in their 
genetic sequence were unaf-
fected by the drugs -- they were 
resistant. Having determined 
what the cutting point looks like 
and how the drugs act, Briggs 
and colleagues are now able to 
understand the effects of those 
mutations.

“Rather than stopping the 
drug from binding, the virus 
becomes resistant through muta-
tions that destabilise the imma-
ture structure,” says Kräusslich. 
“This allows it to rearrange and 
be cut even when the drug is in 

place.”
The researchers would now 

like to probe the virus and the 
inhibitor drugs in even greater 
detail, to understand exactly 
how the drugs attach themselves 
to the viral proteins, and poten-
tially gather data that could help 
to search for better drugs -- or to 
design them.

The method used in this 
study -- combined cryo-electron 
tomography and subtomogram 
averaging -- enables scientists to 
study structures inside irregular 
viruses like HIV, or within cells. 
In essence, the scientists use an 
electron microscope to obtain 
a 3D image of the sample -- in 
this case, whole HIV-1 particles. 
They then identify all the cop-
ies of the object they want to 

study -- all the instances of the 
capsid protein-spacer peptide 1 
cutting point -- and use software 
to rotate the 3D image of each 
copy so that they are all facing 
the same way. By repeating this 
procedure with thousands of 
images, the scientists can obtain 
an accurate picture. With this 
approach, researchers can study 
such samples without having 
to purify them in a test-tube, 
which means that they see them 
in their real state. The EMBL 
scientists’ work now proves 
that the method can provide the 
level of detail that is crucial to 
understanding how molecular 
machines work and to informing 
drug design.

NAOWA covers hundreds of traders through special health outreach in Ogun 

A
s part  of  measure 
aimed at reducing vari-
ous health conditions 
and diseases which 

prompt sudden death, stroke, 
diabetes and high blood pressure 
among Nigerians, the Nigerian 
Army Officers’ Wives Associa-
tion  (NAOWA) on Friday organ-
ised special health outreach for 
hundreds of market women and 
men in Abeokuta. 

BDSUNDAY reports that Ni-
gerian Army Officers’ Wives 
Association (NAOWA) under 
81 Division of Nigerian Army 
covering Lagos and Ogun states, 
as part of activities marking 2016 
Nigerian Army Day Celebration, 
organised programme such as 
Health outreach, Environmental 
sanitation and Tree planting in 
both states. 

Speaking in a lecture tagged, 
“C aus es of Sudden D eaths 
Among Nigerians”, Oluremi 

...counsels residents on internal organ-related diseases 

Alabi, a staff physician from 
35 Artillery Brigade, Alamala, 
Abeokuta, disclosed that sud-
den deaths are on the increase 
in the country like Nigeria due 

to ignorance, abnormal food and 
drug intakes, poverty and lack of 
regular medical check-up.  

She said that millions of Ni-
gerians care not about knowing 

their health status and that has 
increased the rate at which peo-
ple contract and develop health 
conditions and diseases such as 
cardiac arrest, high blood pres-
sure, diabetes and stroke which 
always result to sudden deaths 
and eternal deformities.

Alabi however, counselled 
hundreds of participants at the 
lecture which was held at the 
ancient, popular Itoku market 
where free diagnosis, prescrip-
tion, counselling and treatment 
were given to market women 
and men, that cases of sudden 
deaths could be successfully 
fought if people engage in physi-
cal exercise, regular medical 
check-up, regulation of food and 
drug intakes among others. 

Speaking earlier, Eno-Obong 
Amelia Edet, Divisional Presi-
dent of NAOWA, said the As-
sociation, having noticed the 
increasing contraction of various 
issues and conditions as well 
as people’s careless attitudes 

to cleanliness, organised such 
a programme to bring about 
healthy living as well as clean 
and green environment. 

She said,  “It’s part of celebra-
tion of the Nigerian Army Day, 
and it’s also part of Nigeria Army 
Officers’ Wives Association, 
NAOWA, 81 Division giving 
back to the society. We started 
earlier on in the week with visits 
to widows of our fallen heroes, 
because we are celebrating the 
prices paid by men and officers 
of the Nigerian Army in their 
quest to ensure unity of this 
country.

“During this p erio d,  we 
reached out to group and entity, 
we started with visits to widows; 
we visited Juvenile Remand 
Home in Lagos to see and coun-
sel the young ones there, and 
since Abeokuta is part of 81 Divi-
sion, we decided to come here for 
sanitation, talk about health and 
healthy living with free drugs, 
diagnosis and treatment.”

Temidun Adebiyi,  Military medical officer from 35 Artillery Brigade 
of the Nigerian Army Alamala attending to Sadiat Akamo, Iyaloja of  
Kemta-Itoku at a Health outreach exercise organised by  the Nigerian 
Army Officers’ Wives Association  (NAOWA) for hundreds of market 
women and men in Abeokuta as part of activities marking 2016 Ni-
gerian Army Day on Friday. Pic by Razaq Ayinla 



C
hristian Horner believes his 
Red Bull Racing team is well 
positioned to overhaul Ferra-
ri for second in the construc-
tors’ championship having 

closed the gap to its rivals with a series 
of unexpectedly strong performances.

 Having reshuffled its driver line-up 
from round five when Max Verstap-
pen was promoted from Toro Rosso 
to replace Daniil Kvyat, Red Bull has 
out-scored Ferrari by 141 points to 128, 
putting it just six points adrift in the 
constructors’ standings heading into 
the second-half of the season.

 With Horner expecting Red Bull 
to have struggled more in Canada and 
Austria, the team principal feels there 
isn’t any area now where Ferrari bet-
ters it. 

“No where,” he replied when asked 
where Red Bull is lacking compared 
with Ferrari. “I think we have got a very 
strong car and we have got strong driv-
ers, the engine is improving and I don’t 
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Stories by ANTHONY NLEBEM think there is anything really to fear.
 “At Silverstone we outscored Ferrari 

by 15 points here and we outscored 
them in Austria by 13 points. Obviously 
we have got some of the more powerful 
circuits out of the way, like Montreal 
and Baku and obviously Austria, and 
the circuits coming up hopefully play 
to some of our strengths.

 “It is going to be a tight battle with 
them for the rest of the year. I am sure 
they have got some development to 
come and two great drivers.” 

With Red Bull tipped as the team 
with most to gain from upcoming 
technical regulations, Horner admits 
it is working hard to maintain the mo-
mentum of this year’s campaign, as well 
as the 2017 car. 

“We are juggling a lot of plates. We 
have got the current car, we have got 
an interim car that we are supporting 
the tyre testing with and we have got 
next year’s car. But the resources are 
properly allocated to each of the differ-
ent challenges.”

MultiChoice endorses Odion Ighalo as Brand Ambassador

L
eading video entertainment 
company, MultiChoice Ni-
geria, has announced Super 
Eagles and Watford FC striker, 
Odion Jude Ighalo as brand 

ambassador for MultiChoice. The en-
dorsement deal was signed recently at 
the MultiChoice head office in Victoria 

Island.
Ighalo will feature in a soon to be 

launched DStv campaign which in-
cludes TV, Out-of-home, digital, radio 
and press adverts and make special 
guest appearances at major DStv events 
amongst other activities.

Speaking on endorsement John 

Ugbe, the Managing Director, Multi-
Choice Nigeria,  said the company is 
pleased to welcome Odion Ighalo to 
the family as an ambassador. Accord-
ing to Ugbe, Ighalo’s zest and brilliant 
accomplishments as a footballer, locally 
and internationally, made him a perfect 
fit for the brand.

“From his humble beginnings of 
playing football on the streets of Aje-
gunle to scoring big on the international 
scene, the Odion Ighalo success story 
is one that deeply resonates with the 
brand. We believe his energetic display 
and results on the pitch will inspire 
Nigerians as they work on achieving 
their dreams”, he said.

Speaking further, Ugbe said, ‘Over 
the past few months we have increased 
the quality of content across packages 
on our DStv platform to cater to the 
varied tastes and preferences of our 
subscribers. Additionally, we revamped 
our Compact bouquet, offering more 
value to our subscribers at no extra 
cost! We believe that Ighalo’s endorse-
ment will further drive our continuous 
efforts to provide our subscribers with 
the best in video entertainment experi-
ence”, he said.

Speaking on his partnership with the 
brand, Odion Ighalo said, “I am happy 
to be part of the MultiChoice family. 
Growing up, we couldn’t afford to have 
DStv in our house, so I used to pay to 
watch football at viewing centres. It 
is a dream come true and I am looking 
forward to this new relationship with 
MultiChoice”.

Odion Ighalo joins other celebri-
ties who have in the past represented 
various brands of the company. Some 
of which include Nollywood acts OC 
Ukeje for the DStv Explora; Ivie Oku-
jaye for DStv Compact while another 
Nollywood actor, John Okafor popu-
larly known as Mr. Ibu and Veteran 
Nigerian singer, John Odafe Asiemo 
popularly known as Daddy Showkey 
both as GOtv ambassadors.

L-R: John Ugbe, managing director, MultiChoice Nigeria; Super Eagles and Watford football club striker, Odion Jude Ighalo 
and Martin Mabutho, general manager, marketing, signing the endorsement deal as brand ambassador for MultiChoice 
Nigeria held recently at MultiChoice headquarters, Tiamiyu Savage, Victoria Island, Lagos.
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Barcelona, Madrid set for December, April LaLiga El Clasicos

B
arcelona must wait until Decem-
ber to resume Clasico hostilities 
in LaLiga after the Spanish top 
flight announced its fixtures for 
the 2016-17 season.

 Madrid, runners up to Barca last term, 
travel to Camp Nou on the weekend of 
December 3 and 4 – the last LaLiga outing 
for the Champions League winners before 
they contest the Club World Cup in Japan 
between December 8-18. 

A mouth-watering return at the Santiago 
Bernabeu comes on April 22 or 23 as the 
season enters its final straight.

 Barcelona begin their title defence 
at home to Real Betis on the weekend of 
August 20 and 21, with Madrid’s first full 
season under Zinedine Zidane kicking off 
against Real Sociedad at Anoeta. 

Atletico Madrid will once again aim 
to upset the established order and launch 
their campaign at home to newly promoted 
Alaves.

The Madrid derbies will take place on 
November 20 at the Vicente Calderon and 
April 9 at the Bernabeu.

Adidas crowned most shareable brand of EURO 2016

A
didas has claimed 
the title of “most 
shareable brand” 
during a summer 
of football that has 

included the UEFA Champions 
League Final, Copa America and 
UEFA EURO 2016. Following on 
from the achievement of “most 
talked about brand” during the 
2014 FIFA World Cup Brazil, this 
time around adidas has placed 
a strategic focus on “quality” – 
measuring shares as the most 
valuable form of consumer in-
teraction on social media.

Focusing its content approach 
on key assets, federations and 
footwear products, adidas was 
the number one brand in terms 
of shareability. The brand ac-
cumulated 1.61m shares across 
Twitter (retweets), Facebook 
(shares), YouTube (direct shares 

and shares to other social plat-
forms), Instagram (user tags) and 
Online Media (shares to social 
platforms).

During the UEFA EURO 2016 
tournament in particular, adidas 
was able to dominate the daily 
share volume for 27 of 30 days 
from the tournaments first game 
on June 10 and the final on July 
10. This resulted in a total of 
1.17m shares, more than twice 
the number of the next biggest 
brand.

One particular highlight for 
adidas was that its share of voice, 
in terms of hashtag usage, was 
seven times higher than the next 
best brand. In total it received 
685k hashtag mentions across 
Instagram and Twitter, meaning 
that as well as having the most 
shareable campaign content on 
social media, adidas was also by 

far the most visible brand.adidas 
focussed its efforts on the strong 
relationships the brand has with 
its partners – leveraging short 
films, images and GIFs relating to 
federations like Germany, Wales, 
Belgium and Spain as well as key 
players like Paul Pogba, Mesut 
Özil and Gareth Bale. The brand 
also displayed an innovative ap-
proach to its UEFA rights with 
access to match footage, exclu-
sive post-game player portraits, 
and in-stadia LED boards utilised 
as content streams throughout 
the tournament.

Product wise, the focus was 
around the Mercury Pack foot-
wear worn by a number of the 
world’s biggest stars with all 
storytelling designed to con-
textualise the feeling of being 
first and ultimately landing the 
brand’s campaign message of 
“First Never Follows”.

Commenting on the success 
of the “First Never Follows” 
campaign, adidas Senior Director 
Global Brand Communications 
Football, Florian Alt said:

“Following the success of the 
2014 World Cup in Brazil, where 
adidas was crowned the most 
talked about brand, we have 
once again redefined the rules of 
real time marketing during the 
summer of 2016.

“In pursuing a qualitative met-
ric, like most shareable, the re-
sults imply that adidas’ content 
featuring the First Never Fol-
lows messaging has resonated 
on a deeper, more meaningful 
level. Our products and strong 
relationships with our assets set 
us apart from the competition, 
driving shareability and cement-
ing our position as the number 
one football brand.”

L-R: Trustee, Lagos Lawn Tennis Club, Tunde Oremule; President, Rotimi Edu; 
Chairman, Board of Trustee, Group Captain Ita David Ikpeme (rtd) and Trustee, 
Captain Yemisi Allan, during the inauguration of new Exco members of the club 
in Lagos recently.

Stories by ANTHONY NLEBEM
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Brexit, Trump, and 
globalisation’s have-nots

T
wo political events that are attracting 
global attention these days – the vote 
in the United Kingdom to leave the 
European Union and Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign in the United 

States – have much in common. Just over half of 
UK voters chose “Brexit,” a result that has cast a 
long shadow over their country’s political system 
and economic prospects. Perhaps understanding 
the parallels between the two campaigns will 
help US voters avoid taking a similar path in 
November.

One parallel is that both campaigns were 
thoroughly underestimated, especially by 
experts and establishment figures. Just as the 
possibility of Brexit was initially dismissed, few 
political elites, Republican and Democratic alike, 
took seriously Trump’s bid for the Republican 
nomination.

Another similarity is that both campaigns have 
been based largely on implausible, even absurd, 
promises. In the UK, “Leave” campaigners 
assured voters that the UK could maintain access 
to the single market after withdrawing from 
the EU, while limiting the entry of European 
workers to the UK. They also declared that the 
£350 million ($465 million) supposedly sent to 
the EU each week would be reallocated to the 
cash-strapped National Health Service.

Within hours of the referendum result, the 
“Leave” campaign’s leaders began to backtrack, 
spurring anger among many voters, particularly 
those whose support for Brexit had been driven 
by the desire to cut immigration. Yet Trump’s own 

implausible promises – including his pledges to 
construct a wall between the US and Mexico and 
bring back manufacturing jobs from overseas – 
still seem credible to many voters.

These parallels point to one conclusion: 
many working- and middle-class voters, who 
feel left behind by globalization, are far angrier 
than establishment leaders realized. They can no 
longer be dismissed; instead, leaders must figure 
out how to address their concerns.

There are winners and losers in globalization. 
But a fundamental proposition in economics 
holds that when individuals are free to engage 
in trade, the size of the economic pie increases 
enough that the winners could, in theory, 
compensate the losers, leaving everyone better off.

Globalization skeptics are right that, in 
practice, the compensation tends to remain 
hypothetical. But the suggestion that we should 
try to roll back globalization is problematic for 
a simple reason: globalization can’t be undone. 
Any effort to put the genie back in the bottle 
might not only trigger trade wars, with serious 
consequences for economic growth, but would 
also fail to reduce trade to the levels of 50 years 
ago. No national leader could restore, say, steel-
industry employment to what it was in 1966.

Fortunately, there is a better option. We can 
take globalization as a given, and adopt measures 
to help compensate those who might naturally 
lose out.

In the US, measures that could help to achieve 
that include Trade Adjustment Assistance, a 
program aimed specifically at helping those who 
have lost their jobs due to trade. More important 
programs – which could help those left behind by 
trade, technology, or something else – include an 
expanded Earned Income Tax Credit and health 
insurance.

Democrats, including President Barack 
Obama and Hillary Clinton, the presumptive 
Democratic nominee to succeed him, largely 
support these policies. Yet Republicans have 
opposed them. It seems likely that Trump would 
reject such efforts as well, even as he claims to be 
the savior of the working class.

Trump’s rise reflects the extent to which 
political polarization in the US has deepened 
during the last eight years. As political moderates 
have been pushed out, policy gridlock has 

worsened, with presidential initiatives routinely 
blocked by congressional Republicans, even 
when such proposals were consistent with 
Republican ideas. None of this bodes well for 
the losers of globalization; they need leaders – 
of both parties, in Congress and the executive 
branch – who can come together to protect their 
interests.

Until recently, the British electoral system 
seemed to represent an admirably balanced 
approach. The two largest parties largely 
operated under competent and consistent 
leadership and represented relatively well-
defined policy stances – center-right for the 
Conservatives, and center-left for Labour. In this 
environment, voters could base their choices on 
the issues at hand. And, under the parliamentary 
system, victorious prime ministers could work 
to carry out the policies on which they had 
campaigned.

Yet even Britain’s “competent” leaders 
sometimes made fatefully ill-advised decisions. 
From Margaret Thatcher’s introduction of a 
poll tax to Tony Blair’s support for the US-led 
invasion of Iraq, to David Cameron’s decision to 
hold the Brexit referendum, such decisions have 
undermined the British system.

What is left now, after Cameron, is a mess. 
The new crop of politicians shows little clarity 
or consistency. When the next election is held, 
voters could well be asked to choose between 
parties that do not correspond in any clear way 
to the relevant policy decisions that Britain must 
make – mainly, whether to seek to negotiate a 
relatively close association with the EU or to 
separate completely.

In this sense, American voters might still 
be better off than their British counterparts. 
Though Trump’s appearance indicates that 
the US political system has also deteriorated 
markedly, the Democrats still favor policies like 
wage insurance and universal health insurance, 
and the Republicans still oppose them. So, in 
November, American voters are still making 
a choice about one of the leading issues on 
their minds: whether to address the reality of 
globalization by helping those who have been left 
behind, or to tilt at windmills, like the Brexiting 
British.

 (C): Project Syndicate
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Quotes of the

Computer Virus–the words alone provoke images 
of vanishing data, crashing PC’s, and financial ruin. 
Emerging from obscurity 12 years ago to front page 
news, the computer virus has been portrayed in 
Hollywood as everything from a way to siphon off 
millions of dollars, to a secret weapon to bring down 
an alien enemy. The popular press has had its share 
of fun with Michelangelo, Melissa, and the Love 
Letter as well.

While maybe not as dramatic as Hollywood 
portrayals or USA Today reports, viruses are a daily 
nuisance for both home and corporate computer 
users. With each new virus, a dozen antivirus 
vendors swing into action to find a cure. We spoke 
to product managers and researchers at Panda, 
McAfee, Symantec, and eSafe to get some insight 
into their work. In this two-part article, we’ll ex-
plore a few of the techniques these vendors use to 
identify and detect viruses.

 Details of the work antivirus researchers con-
duct is shrouded in secrecy. Their goal is to produce 
an antivirus product that can discover both known 
and unknown viruses and malicious code, stop 
it, and whenever possible, reverse any damage 
performed. Among the AV companies themselves 
there is an interesting dichotomy. While an indi-
vidual company’s technology is proprietary, the 
various antivirus research labs exchange viruses 
for analysis with other antivirus labs. 

These exchanges are based on trusts gained 
through personal relationships, and years of 
working together in the trenches. The idea of an 
antivirus company researcher providing a live 
virus to an untrustworthy source and then seeing 
that virus released into the wild is unthinkable. 
Researchers test with existing viruses, and do not 
create their own. 

In addition, unlike security companies who hire 
hackers to find system weaknesses that can assist in 
designing better security technology, the antivirus 
companies we spoke with claim they never hire 
anyone who has written a virus. 

Blogs
From the 

“Anyone who has spent a full week in Lagos will 
have no difficulty in confirming the notorious 
activities being perpetrated by officials of KAI 
with impunity, particularly on the Island area of 
the state”. Elias Ozikpu, playwright and novelist.
“All the earnings of Buratai since he joined the 
army, if all were saved cannot buy a house in 
Dubai, let alone two. The investigation should 
make Buratai to let the country know that he did 
other businesses to buy the property in question”. 
Yinka Odumakin, publicity secretary, pan Yoruba 
social cultural group, Afenifere.
“Governor Ambode needs to be reminded of the 
over-zealousness of KAI-LASTMA officials and 
the recklessness, also, of BRT bus drivers, and 
the fact that N139 million may replace buses, but 
it will not replace a life that has been lost. The 
Governor sounds as if the loss of these buses is 
more painful than the death of Nnamdi, the street 
hawker who was chased to his death”. Reuben 
Abati, former spokesperson to ex-president 
Goodluck Jonathan. 

Numbers
45%
The Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission on 
have said it would uphold the court ruling mandating 
it to reverse the 45 per cent increase in electricity 
tariffs across the country. 

30%
International Energy Agency, IEA, has said that 
China now accounts for 30 percent of Africa’s 
energy growth, with more than 200 Greenfield 
power projects.
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