
 
 
 
 

 

Sept. 7 Carillon Ringers and Geneva 
 Choir Practice Begins 

 

Sept. 11 Whole-Church Worship  
 and Picnic Celebration 

 

Sept. 18 Return to Regular Worship 
 Schedule/Youth Group  
 Kick-Off 

 

Sept. 25 Schlitz Creek  
 Bluegrass Band Concert 

 

Oct. 2 PW Mum Sale 
 

Oct. 9 3rd Graders Receive Bibles 
 

Oct. 16 Rich & Brandon Ridenour, 
 Trumpet Invasion Concert 

 

Oct. 21-23 All-Church Retreat 

Upcoming Events 
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      10:00 a.m. One Whole-Church Combined Worship Service at Church 
 

11:30 a.m. Picnic at Pottawatomie Park  
 

 Please bring your own chairs and a dish to share 
 

 

fun  

and  

games  

for  

all ages
! 

Beginning Sunday, 
September 18 

 

Our worship service times will  
return to the Fall/Winter schedule: 

 

Traditional Service  
begins at 8:45 a.m. 

 

The Gathering Service  
begins at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Growing in Faith hour:  
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

Retreat: God’s Dreams 
 

Get away * Build memories * Rest * Learn *  
Go Deeper * Re-connect * Play 

by Rev. Jill VanderWal 
 

Some of my favorite and most meaningful  
times in life have been in a retreat or camp  
setting. It seems impossible to get perspective 
and space in our hectic lives. Sometimes a 
change in scenery, a new setting and new  
voices help us hear God in a fresh way. Retreats 
are one way to help a big church family feel like 
a closer knit church family. Last week when 
Becky and I met with our speaker to plan the 
spiritual content of the weekend we walked 
away SO excited for what God is going to do 
through our time together. We are going to 
study and discuss the life of Jacob to see how 
we connect with his story of dreams, angels, 
confronting fear and wrestling with God for a 
blessing. Please join us - all ages and stages - ALL are WELCOME!  
 

Learning and Worship: We will spend the weekend with Rabbi Sandy Sasso 
on the topic of Jacob looking at his life, struggles and dreams through the  
mediums of scripture, art and poetry. There will be four sessions, one Friday 
evening, two on Saturday and one on Sunday. These will involve music, our 
Speaker Rabbi Sandy, and discussion groups. Childcare and lessons for kids 
formation will be provided during sessions. 
 

Play and Rest: Activities are endless: bowling, pickleball, game room,  
snack bar, lake swimming and rock wall climbing. You can also just hang out 
in the lovely communal lobbies of our lodges with a book and drink tea.  
Sign-ups are available online and in the church office. Email jillv@fpgh.org 
with any questions.  
 

Sign up by Oct. 2
nd

     Info meeting at noon on Sept. 18
th
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Prayer Concerns:  

Darld Black, Larry Butterworth,  

Helen LaVercombe, Beth  

Maschewske, Ruth Mastenbrook, 

Verna Schoonveld, Sandy Teunis and 

Lynne VanderMeer 

 

Our Sympathy: 

to the family and friends of Janet  

Boer, who passed away on August 2, 

2016, in St. Augustine, FL. 

 

 to Flo and Russ Andersen and Rob 

Andersen on the death of their brother

-in-law and uncle, Kenneth Schwandt, 

on August 12, 2016. 

 

 to Diane and Tom Jones on the death 

of Diane’s father, Luther Glass,  

on August 14, 2016. 

 

 to Melanie and Mike VerDuin and 

family and Al and Barb Hass on the 

death of Arlene Hass, mother, grand-

mother and great-grandmother, on 

August 16, 2016. 

 

Congratulations! 

to Kathy Clark on being  doubly  

blessed with great-grandchildren 

Christopher Sayers, born July 30, 

2016 and Taylor Renee Page, born 

July 31, 2016. 

 

 to Cort and Jessica Corwin and  

brothers Cruze and Colton on the 

birth of Cora Grace Corwin. 

 

Thank you: 

 “A huge thank you to my friends at 

First Presbyterian who remembered 

my birthday on July 27—it meant a 

lot to me. I received over 65 cards!” 
 

Sue Roper 

 

In Our Church 

 
 
 

Every month, we publish upcoming birthdays of our members and friends 
who are no longer able to come to church regularly. We are sure that cards 
from their church family would be very welcome and appreciated! 
 

 

Sept. 7 Barbara Stockman 
 The Warm Friend 
 5 E. 8th Street #624 
 Holland, MI 49423 
 
Sept. 10 Marie Pfeiffer 
 1505 Meadow Lane 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
Sept. 14 Flossie Rohde 
 1410 S. Ferry, C-9 
 Grand  Haven, MI 49417 

Sept. 19 Sandy Beute 
 15001 Pine Ridge Road 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
Oct. 3 Connie VanGelderen 
 Pinewood Place 
 1500 S. Ferry, #319 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
Oct. 30 Helen LaVercombe 
 1410 S. Ferry, B-3 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

The Gift of  
Your Signature 

 

You know that on Sunday mornings 
we always ask for your signature  
during worship, but do you know why? 
 

The obvious reason to sign the pad is 
to get to know the names of those 
seated near you. Many of you sit near  
the same people weekly so you don’t 
see the need to sign in. But there are 
a number of other reasons to sign: 
 

 Letters are sent to visitors who 
leave an address 

 Local visitors who have attended 
often are invited to attend new 
member inquiry classes 

 If there are members who haven’t 
attended in some time, we will 
contact them to see whether they 
have needs that the church family 
can assist with 

 

Who would have thought that the 
simple act of sharing your signature 
or passing the friendship pad to a 
visitor could have such a big impact! 
So go ahead, share your signature! 

Special Offering 
Peace and Global Witness: 
Setting the Table of Peace  

Sunday, October 2 
 

The Peace and Global Witness  
offering will be received by the PC 
(USA) on World Communion Sunday, 
October 2. It supports programs to 
bring people to tables of peace, justice, 
and reconciliation in the wilderness of 
war, violence and division. It will  
continue the work of Presbyterian  
mission co-workers to bring together 
former enemies and begin healing the 
spiritual wounds of war. 
 

In congregations closer to home, the 
monetary support enables efforts to 
turn back the tide of gun violence, to 
help find common ground about the 
difficult subject of race, and to work 
against hatred wherever it may be 
found. Half of the offering received is 
shared with ministries at the national 
level, 25% to presbyteries, and 25% to 
local congregations. At FPC our share 
will be given to the Center for Women 
in Transition to help strengthen West 
Michigan families by ending domestic 
and sexual violence. 

 

For more information about the  
continuing work supported by these 
gifts, go to: 
www.presbyterianmission.org/peace-global  
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Tidings article deadline for October 2016 issue: September 19, 2016 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

In Our Church 

An Update From the PNC 
September 2016 

 

The Pastor Nominating Committee’s work has entered the phase where it is dealing with matters that require  
confidentiality.  
 

Our website posting produced a large number of outstanding referrals for consideration, and the committee is  
reviewing the credentials of interested candidates. More than 70 individual PIFs have been reviewed and at this 
writing there are approximately 130 PIFs that the Church Leadership Connection online website shows as matches 
with the ministry opportunity at our church. 
 

Members of the committee are visiting churches to listen to pastors preach who matched with the FPGH  
opportunity. The committee also developed a series of interview questions for use with interested candidates who 
are selected for continuing follow up. Interviews will begin in mid-September. 
 

Please keep us in your prayers as we continue efforts to locate the right person to serve our congregation.  
As always, your comments and suggestions are welcome. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Bill Blessing, Lynne Bosch, Becky Burton, Jay Neitring, Rick Skodack, Meggie Snyder, Deb Stanley,  

Margie Steinmetz and Melanie Ver Duin 

The Key to 
Happiness: 

Join a Choir! 
 

Carillon Bells   
practice starts: 

Wednesday, September 7 
6:00 p.m. 

 

Geneva Choir  
practice starts: 

Wednesday, September 7 
7:15 p.m. 

 

We are always recruiting new 
singers and ringers!  
 

For questions about bell choir, 
please contact Rob Hlebinsky at 

rhlebins@gmail.com 
or 842-6760. 
 

For questions about 
Geneva Choir, contact 
Maryanne Beery at 
mbeery@fpgh.org or 
842-6760, ext. 20. 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
Season Opener! 

 
Schlitz Creek Bluegrass Band 

Sunday, September 25, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Hailing from the mountains of 

Kalamazoo, Michigan, Schlitz 

Creek features what has become 

known as "Bluegrass with some 

bite." The group performs a 

unique variety of bluegrass  

music that cannot be classified 

as strictly traditional or  

progressive. Their repertoire 

includes standard bluegrass 

tunes as well as a collection of 

refreshing and unusual choices 

for a bluegrass band. Performing material from such legends as The Dillards 

and Flatt & Scruggs, they also surprise and delight audiences with selections 

from the Monkees, Bob Seger, the Beatles, Kenny Rogers, the Bee Gees, and 

Cheap Trick. Don't miss the hot pickin' and smooth vocal harmonizations of 

the Schlitz Creek Bluegrass Band! 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

Things the Bible Doesn’t Say 

Class and Fall Sermon Series 
 

Our Fall sermon series will be based on Half Truths, a book by Methodist  
Pastor Adam Hamilton. In our series we will tackle 5 of these “Things the  
Bible Doesn’t Say.” See if you’ve ever heard, or perhaps 
even uttered, any of these supposedly Christian maxims: 
 

 “Everything Happens For a Reason” 
 “God Won’t Give You More Than You Can Handle”                                                                  
 “Love The Sinner, Hate The Sin”     
 “God Said It, I Believe It, That Settles It”                            
 “God Helps Those Who Help Themselves”  

 

Some of these sayings we may have said to others, or maybe 
we say them to ourselves. They may sound biblical or be 
used with the intent to comfort;  
however, they are simply and only HALF of the truth. Together we will  
uncover these half truths and discuss where they came from, where they break 
down, and how they can be hurtful to others.  
 

Jill, Caleb, and Linda invite you to join a book study that begins prior to the 
sermon series. We will meet on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 in the church 
lounge September 7, 14, 21, and 28 and October 12.   

Introducing 
The William Montague Ferry Legacy Society 

 

The Generosity Committee is very pleased to introduce a new planned giving 
program for First Presbyterian Church called the William Montague Ferry  
Legacy Society. Named in honor of the church’s founding pastor, the society  
is established to recognize and celebrate living members and friends who have 
remembered the church in their wills or as a beneficiary of any type of legacy, 
planned or deferred gift through their estate plans.  
 

Anyone can become a member of the William Montague Ferry Legacy Society, 
regardless of amount committed. Legacy gifts — whether large or small — help 
ensure the continued vitality of the church’s mission and ministries for many 
generations to come.  
 

For more information about joining the Ferry Legacy Society, please go to 
fpgh.org/planned-giving/ or call the church office at (616)842-6760 to have a 
brochure sent to you. 

 

Rumors of  
Generosity 

 

A recent article in the Supper House 

newsletter states: 
 

Volunteers from the First Presbyterian 

Church in Grand Haven have been 

extremely generous in their support  

of Supper House...we want them to 

know how much we appreciate their 

generosity! 
 

From the sale of t-shirts, sweatshirts 

and funds donated anonymously and 

from the Community Foundation, 

Supper House was able to purchase a 

2004 Honda van.  
 

Supper House is located in Muskegon 

Heights, and feeds over 210 people 

every weeknight. Volunteers from 

FPC help serve on the fourth Monday 

of each month. To get involved,  

contact Barb Scott at 846-4969. Faith in Action International: 
Legos and Smartphones Wanted!  

 

Are your children over the Lego stage? Have you upgraded your smartphone 
and don’t know what to do with your old phone? We can help! 
 

Doug and Sally Doering are traveling to Haiti in October with Faith in Action  
International. They will be delivering water filters, and would also like to bring  
donations of Legos for community centers, churches and libraries. 
Smartphones would greatly increase communication for the FIAI staff.  
 

Please contact Doug or Sally 850-0057 for donations.  
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Adult Education 

1 Peter 4:8-10 “...As generous distributors of God’s manifold grace, put your gifts at the service of one another, each in the measure he has received.”  
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Adult Education Fall 2016 
 

Opportunities to be Nourished, to Share, to Be Inspired,  
and to Spread the Gospel of an Eternal God of Hope and Love for All Persons 

 
Growing in Faith Hour 
 

Each Sunday starting September 18 from 10:00—10:50 a.m. (child care provided) 
 

 #Family:  How do we understand and interpret the verses and Books of the Bible, and how do we fill in the gaps in 
these life changing stories and apply them to our lives and the lives of our families, friends and people on the other 
side of the street, across town and across the world? These questions will be the focus of #Family as we explore the 
writings of Rabbi Sandy Sasso in this “don’t miss” class. 

 

 The Return of the Prodigal Son: This iconic parable comes to life in a most incredible book written by Henri 
Nouwen as he connects the powerful depiction of this story in Rembrandt’s painting to the themes of arrogance,  
rejection, loneliness, jealousy, anger, homecoming, affirmation and reconciliation. Where ever you are in your life’s 
journey do not miss this opportunity to be renewed and share hope in this class facilitated by Paul McNergney and 
Cal Bosman. 

 

 Revelation: The Revelation of Jesus Christ—this most dynamic and descriptive last Book of the Bible answers one  
of the most anxious and searching questions we can ask in our lives: How can we be sure in face of the doubts  
and concerns of life? The answer is found in the enduring, loving, dramatic and faithful witness of Jesus Christ.  
Join First Presbyterian’s Hazel Kragt as she leads this amazing class where the person of Jesus Christ and  his words 
of revelation become our own. 

 

 Wired Word: If you are looking for open, challenging, faith building and supportive discussions which focus on the 
issues of the 21st century as highlighted in the news stories of each week, then Wired Word is for you. Class  
facilitator is Tim Stoepker. 

 

Weekday Classes and Small Groups 
 

 Monday Afternoon Women’s Bible and Book Study: This dynamic group led by Carol Folkert & Deb Sorensen 
meets on Mondays from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. 

 

 Tuesday Morning Companions Bible Study: This weekly opportunity for Bible Study is led by Hazel Kragt and 
meets on Tuesdays from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. The focus of this year’s study is the Book of Ephesians. Class begins 
September 13. All are welcome. 

 

 Tuesday Men’s Bible and Book Study: Are you looking to enrich your faith and develop enriching friendships?  
You are warmly invited to join this men’s group that meets on Tuesday nights from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Contact  
Frank Steinhauer at 844-2139. 

 

 Pastors’ Corner: This is a book study on Half Truths by Adam Hamilton, which is also the basis of our fall  
sermon series. Class will be held on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 p.m. and will be led by Rev. Linda Male,  
Rev. Jill VanderWal and Caleb Zokoe. 

 

 Presbyterian Women: Five circles meet each month at various times for fellowship and Bible study. In addition, 
the circles get together for monthly “Gatherings.” 

 

 Pub Theology:  Led by Caleb Zokoe, this group meets once a month at 7:00 p.m. at one of our incredible pubs in 
the Tri-Cities to share great local beer and to talk about everyday issues facing the millennial generation. The group 
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month May to September and the 3rd Monday of the month October to April. 

 

 New Members Small Group:  This new small group is composed of new members who have chosen to enhance 
friendships made during the new member class. 

 

 FPGH Young Families Small Group: Looking for parenting support, spousal relational discussions, friendships, 
diversion and fun? This Small Group is for you! Contact John Heritage a 633-8300 or visit the FPGH Young  
Families Facebook page. 
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Joyful Noise 

In Our Church 

Responding to God’s Generosity 
“Give away your life; you’ll find life given back, but not merely given back—given back with bonus and blessing.  
Giving, not getting, is the way. Generosity begets generosity.” Luke 6:38 The Message 

 

On a quarterly basis, the Generosity Committee is featuring a “testimonial” from church  
members on what they are grateful for, why they give of their time, talents and treasures,  
and why they are motivated to support the church financially. This quarter the committee  
talked to Bill and Chris Bussell: 

When we joined First Presbyterian Church, I had a set of expectations on what we would do to 
support the church and its ministries: financial gifts, perhaps committee service, and volunteerism. 
Chris and I served in these roles and continue today. Some of our activities changed over time as 
our children completed school, attended college, married, and started their own families and tra-
ditions.  
 

Throughout our membership here, we have tried to place FPC as a priority and continue to sup-
port and assist the church, its members, and its ministries. In preparing this “essay,” I contem-
plated what FPC has meant to us and how we have attempted to support it. What immediately came to mind is how the 
church has supported us: 
 

 Providing a Christian experience for our children and for us. Our son, Matt, is now a Presbyterian pastor in Pitts-
burgh. Our daughter, Lindsay, is very active with her family in their church. 

 Being with us in times of grief as we processed the passings of our fathers and my (Bill’s) brother 
 Challenging us to contemplate our faith and helping us to be better Christians 
 Providing deacons’ and pastoral visits to my mother who lives in a local assisted living facility 
 

In a few weeks, our church will conduct its annual stewardship campaign. All of us will be asked to make a financial 
commitment for 2017. Our pledges are critically important to the church’s fiscal planning. The fiscal plan is a key  
determinant in our program offerings and mission support. I urge you to prayerfully contemplate the role FPC has 
played in your lives as you prepare your 2017 commitment.  
 
Bill and Chris Bussell 

 

Chris and Bill Bussell 

The Gift of Music 
 

The Joyful Noise C-Fund wrapped up their final “Gift of Music” class this 
month in Holland at Stepping Stones daycare for the transient and homeless. 
The early childhood music program, which costs about $100 per class to  
operate, benefited approximately 20 underserved children at the daycare  
ranging from toddlers to preschool-aged students. All participants received a 
free tambourine, as well as group instruction and fun cultural and musical  
activities each week. For the last two years, Joyful Noise’s giving program has 
been able to offer not only musical services to the students, but also an  
extension of the daycare’s “Nutrition Expedition” program, which teaches 
young children about the benefits of healthy habits, nutrition and physical  
exercise. Each week, exploration boxes included fun activities and even edible 
items for all of the students in class.  
 

Can you help to support this wonderful program financially? Gifts of any amount are appreciated and can be made by 
check to The Joyful Noise C-Fund, located here in the First Presbyterian Church. You can also read more about the  
program and contribute online at www.CthePossibilities.org. 

http://www.CthePossibilities.org


“Make your light 

shine, so that 

others will see  

the good that  

you do and will 

praise your  

Father in heaven.” 

Matthew 5:16 
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Youth Group  
Kick-Off  

September 18 
 

All 7th grade through high school  
students are invited for our awesome 

youth group kick-off on Sunday,  
September 18 from 5-7 pm! 

 
There will be food, friends  

and a ridiculous amount of fun. 
Don’t miss it! 

 
Beginning September 25, the youth 

group meeting times are: 
 

Vine (high school): 5:15-7:00 pm 
Roots (middle school): 6:30-8:00 pm 

Shine 56 (7th & 8th grade):  
6:30-8:00 pm 

Dinner is provided for each group. 

Family Life Ministries—Youth & Children  

College Care Packages 
 

We know you miss them, and so do we! 
 

Please send us the address for your college student so we can 
send them a box of goodies to let them know we are thinking 
about them. You may contact the church office (842-6760) or 
Caleb Zokoe (czokoe@fpgh.org) with their names and addresses.  
 

For anyone who would like to donate care package items, here’s 
a list of things we’d like to include: 
 

 Granola bars     
 Microwave popcorn 
 Water flavor enhancers 

 Gum 
 Pre-packaged Rice Krispie treats 
 Ramen noodles 

 
 

Donations may be dropped off in the office  
until September 18  

 Individual microwavable soups 
 Hot chocolate packets 
 Individual heat & serve mac and 

cheese cups 

 Travel sized hand sanitizer, tooth- 
paste, band-aids, lotions and soap 

 

 

Halloweekend at Cedar Point!  
October 14-16 

 

We are going back to Cedar Point! All high school students are invited to a weekend  

of chills and thrills! 

 

We will leave at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, October 14. There will also be a late van for those 

who are in band, as it is a 

home football game for both 

Spring Lake and Grand Haven. The cost is $45 which will  

be the cost of the ticket. We will pay for the stay. Sign up 

now (with Caleb) to save your spot!  

Shine! Classes  
begin Sunday, September 18 

 
As we return to our Fall/Winter 

schedule on September 18,  

Shine! classes for  

children 3 through 6
th

 grade will  

resume on Sunday mornings  

between worship services  

at 10:00 a.m. 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 

 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship: 

Tune your radio dial to WGHN-FM 92.1 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. to hear the previous week’s sermon! 

Or, visit our website:  www.fpgh.org  

September 2016 
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deliver to: (or current resident) 

Food & Fellowship  
Groups 

 

Dinner (or brunch) groups are casual and fun, and are 
a great way to meet new people! 
 

Gather with groups of eight people (both singles and 
couples are welcome!), four times between October 
and June. Each meal is with different guests. 
Everyone brings a dish, with the host providing the 
main course.  
 

If you have questions or to sign up, look for the  
Food and Fellowship table in the lounge on Sundays 
in September. Schedules will be mailed in early 
October, so sign up now! You can also submit your 
name as a substitute. 
 

Contact: Nancy Holmes, ndyh1914@gmail.com  
or 616-443-4339. 

 

The Presbyterian Women is having a  
 

Sunday, October 2 
Sale starts at 8:30 a.m.  

in the Lounge 
 

6” pots of beautiful mum plants in a 
variety of colors will be sold for 

$5.00 each! 
 

All proceeds go to the missions of the 
Presbyterian Women 

 


