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27 January, the anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz death camp, has been designated by the UN as 

International Holocaust Memorial Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The International Day in memory of the victims of the Holocaust is thus a day on which we must reassert our 

commitment to human rights. [...] 

 

We must also go beyond remembrance, and make sure that new generations know this history. We must apply 

the lessons of the Holocaust to today’s world. And we must do our utmost so that all peoples must enjoy the 

protections and rights for which the United Nations stands." 

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 

(Un.org, 2016) 
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1. Drawing dictation  

Students pair up. Each student has a body outline template in front of them. One student is holding picture 

A, the other one is holding picture B. The students take turns to describe the person from their picture to 

the other student focusing ONLY on physical characteristics and NOT on the surroundings, without 

revealing the setting where each picture was taken. The students do not show the original image to each 

other until the completion of the task. After completing the drawings, the students discuss the differences 

between the two drawings and share their opinions with the rest of the class. Teacher asks the students to 

place the two images next to each other and draw a vertical line dividing the two. Teacher elicits answers 

to the question: why were you asked to draw the line? What are the major differences between the two 

boys? Based on the drawings, students should be able to conclude that one of the two boys is a 

concentration camp inmate and a Jew and should refer to the inequalities existing in the plight of people 

depending on their origin, background and culture. After completing this discussion, the students can look 

at the original images. 

 

Picture A 

 or 

 
 



3 
Lesson plan by Margarita Kosior 

Picture B 

 

 

 

2. Teacher shows to the students screenshots from the first minute of the trailer of the movie "The Boy in the 

Striped Pajamas" at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ypMp0s5Hiw. Students arrange the screenshots 

in the order which they consider most logical and based on the screenshots, they predict the plot of the 

movie.   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ypMp0s5Hiw
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(YouTube, 2016) 

 

3. Students watch the trailer and compare their predictions with the ones presented in the trailer. 
4. Teacher asks students if they noticed how old you can be to watch the film. They then go back to this bit of 

the trailer and teacher asks them again what the answer is: 

 
Definition of PG 13: A trademark for a movie rating indicating that admission will be granted to persons of all ages 
but that parental guidance is suggested in the case of children under the age of 13. 
 

5. Teacher elicits from the students an answer to the question: what is the topic of today's lesson and asks 

them if they know why they are going to discuss this topic. 
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Teacher explains to the students that 27 January is the International Holocaust Remembrance Day and asks 

the students if they believe they know enough about the World War II holocaust. 

6. Silent discussion - students engage in a 15-minute silent discussion around the word "Holocaust". Teacher 

participates too.  The word "holocaust" is written in the middle of a long and wide strip of paper roll 

(spread on the floor). Without saying a word, students write down their thoughts and possible questions in 

the form of a spider diagram.  

Questions and answers, ideas and reactions are connected with lines like in a mind map. In this way, after 

15 minutes, there will be several discussions going on on that piece of paper in various corners of it. 

Teacher is an active participant in the task modeling the type of questions and responses students should 

be recording, asking questions (both regarding facts and opinions) such as: 

Facts: 

a. When speaking of holocaust, what time period are we referring to? (Answer: The "Holocaust" refers 

to the period from January 30, 1933, when Hitler became Chancellor of Germany, to May 8, 1945 (V-

E Day), the end of the war in Europe.) 

b. How many Jews were murdered during the holocaust? (Answer: 6 million is the figure accepted by 

most authorities) 

c. How many non-Jewish civilians were murdered during World War II? (Answer: estimated 5 million) 

d. What does the term "final solution" mean? (Possible answer: The term "Final Solution" (Endl"sung) 

refers to Germany's plan to murder all the Jews of Europe.) 

e. Why did Germans want to exterminate Jews? (Possible answer: The explanation of the Nazis' 

implacable hatred of the Jew rests on their distorted world view which saw history as a racial 

struggle. They considered the Jews a race whose goal was world domination and who, therefore, 

were an obstruction to Aryan dominance. They believed that all of history was a fight between races 

which should culminate in the triumph of the superior Aryan race. Therefore, they considered it their 

duty to eliminate the Jews, whom they regarded as a threat. ) 

f. Do you think the Jews realize what was going to happen to them? (Answer: Regarding the knowledge 

of the "Final Solution" by its potential victims, several key points must be kept in mind. First of all, 

the Nazis did not publicize the "Final Solution," nor did they ever openly speak about it. Every 

attempt was made to fool the victims and, thereby, prevent or minimize resistance. Thus, deportees 

were always told that they were going to be "resettled." They were led to believe that conditions "in 

the East" (where they were being sent) would be better than those in ghettos. Following arrival in 

certain concentration camps, the inmates were forced to write home about the wonderful 

conditions in their new place of residence. The Germans made every effort to ensure secrecy.) 

g. When was the first concentration camp established and who were its inmates? Answer: The first 

concentration camp, Dachau, opened on March 22, 1933. The camp's first inmates were primarily 

political prisoners (e.g. Communists or Social Democrats); habitual criminals; homosexuals; Jehovah's 

Witnesses; and "anti-socials" (beggars, vagrants, hawkers). Others considered problematic by the 

Nazis (e.g. Jewish writers and journalists, lawyers, unpopular industrialists, and political officials) 

were also included.) 

h. What is a death camp? How many were there? Where were they located? (Answer: A death (or mass 

murder) camp is a concentration camp with special apparatus specifically designed for systematic 

murder. Six such camps existed: Auschwitz-Birkenau, Belzec, Chelmno, Majdanek, Sobibor, Treblinka. 

All were located in Poland.) 

i. Did all Germans know about persecutions in concentration camps? Did they all believe it was the 

right thing to do? (Possible answer: The Nazis attempted to keep the murders a secret and, 

therefore, took precautionary measures to ensure that they would not be publicized.) 

(Motlc.wiesenthal.com, 2016) 

 

Opinion: 

j. Have you ever visited a concentration camp? Which one? 

k. How did it make you feel? 
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l. Do you think that students in your country know enough about the holocaust? 

m. Do you think that the holocaust is an issue relevant to the events in the world today?  

n. At what age did you first find out things about the holocaust and who from or what from? 

o. At what age do you think it is appropriate to discuss this in school?   

p. How do you feel about talking about this today in class? 

 

7. After the 15 minutes is up, students summarize the various threads in the discussion and probably 

conclude that they do not know enough about the holocaust and some questions still remain unanswered 

and/or are wild guesses. 

8. Each student picks a question which they believe they should or would like to know more about. Teacher 

announces a mobile moment (it can be three minutes, depending on research skills of the group), students 

get online (using their Smartphones and /or computers available in the classroom) and do research. After 

the time is up, they report back to the rest of the class. 

9. Teacher asks the students if they know how many Jews were murdered in each country and what 

percentage of the pre-war Jewish population they constituted. In the table below, there are six countries 

with the highest percentages.  

10. Students try to put the countries in the order from the highest percentage to the lowest. Then check their 

answers at http://motlc.wiesenthal.com/site/pp.asp?c=gvKVLcMVIuG&b=394663#5 Were their predictions 

right? 

Is your country of origin on the list? How does it make you feel? 

 

              86,6%              90,9%              79,8%                85,1%               81,2%               78,1% 

Country Percentage  Rank  

Poland   

Slovakia   

Yugoslavia   

Greece   

Lithuania   

Latvia   

(Encyclopedia of the Holocaust quoted in Motlc.wiesenthal.com, 2016) 

 
Austria 50,000 -- 27.0% 

Italy 7,680 -- 17.3% 

Belgium 28,900 -- 44.0% 

Latvia 71,500 -- 78.1% 

Bohemia/Moravia 78,150 -- 66.1% 

Lithuania 143,000 -- 85.1% 

Bulgaria 0 -- 0.0% 

Luxembourg 1,950 -- 55.7% 

Denmark 60 -- 0.7% 

Netherlands 100,000 -- 71.4% 

Estonia 2,000 -- 44.4% 

Norway 762 -- 44.8% 

Finland 7 -- 0.3% 

Poland 3,000,000 -- 90.9% 

France 77,320 -- 22.1% 

Romania 287,000 -- 47.1% 

Germany 141,500 -- 25.0% 

Slovakia 71,000 -- 79.8% 

Greece 67,000 -- 86.6% 

Soviet Union 1,100,000 -- 36.4% 

http://motlc.wiesenthal.com/site/pp.asp?c=gvKVLcMVIuG&b=394663#5
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Hungary 569,000 -- 69.0% 

Yugoslavia 63,300 -- 81.2% 

 

11. Students get divided into four groups and each group is given one of the four images below: the 

monument commemorating the Novi Sad Raid, the Shoes on the Danube Bank memorial, the mound of 

ashes at the Majdanek Memorial Site, and the Jewish Museum of Thessaloniki. The Trip Advisor reviews 

printed out and cut into cards and placed all in one pile. Based on the content of the reviews, students try 

to find the ones which refer to the memorial visualized on their card. There are 4 cards for the Novi Sad 

Rain, 5 for the Shoes on the Danube Bank, 7 for Majdanek, and only 3 for the museum in Thessaloniki 

(Teacher selects the number of cards depending on time constraints). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



10 
Lesson plan by Margarita Kosior 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 
Lesson plan by Margarita Kosior 
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12. Teacher asks the students if they see any similarities between the events from 75 years ago and the event 

in the world today (referring to the refugee crisis). Teacher elicits answers. 
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13. Students read the first four paragraphs of the following article: 

  
(Financial Times, 2016) 

 

 
 

And the first two paragraphs from the following article: 

 
(New York Post, 2016) 
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Teacher elicits answers to the question: should articles like these be an issue of concern? What do they 

indicate? (Additional question - is there a similarity between red doors and a yellow star?) 

14. Teacher provides each student with three post-its and asks them to write down 3 things they know about 

the holocaust now, but didn't know about before the lesson.  Students put the post-its up on the wall or 

onto a table and go round and look at what everybody else has put.   

15. Homework - students work in the same groups as in task 11 and each group prepares a poster presentation 

about the place depicted in the picture used by them during the completion of that task. They present the 

posters during the next session.  

And/or 

Students write a reflective essay on the content of the lesson. 
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Materials needed: 

Task 1 

One color print-out of picture A (one of the two) and one color print-out of picture B per pair of students. 

Body outline template print-out (A4). One per student. 

 

Task 2 

Color print-outs of the screenshots. One set per group of 3-4 students. 

 

Task 3 

The trailer, projector, sound 

 

Task 6 

Paper roll (dimensions: approximately 1m x2m) 

Markers (variety of colors) 

 

Task 10 

Print out of the table. One copy per student. 

 

Task 11 

A4 color print-outs of the four memorials. One copy of each memorial. 

Print-out of the Trip Advisor reviews (no bigger than A4). One copy of each review. 

 

Tasks 13 

Print-outs of selection of paragraphs from the two articles. One copy per student. 

 

Task 14 

3 post-its per student. 
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