
 Five Metre Bell Tent Folding and Packing 
1.Remove the “rain hats” from the tops of the door poles and 
sweep the tents. 

2.  Remove the door and centre poles. 
3. Remove the 14 large, guyline pegs. 
4. Pick up each guyline in turn and use it to lift the soft tent fabric and fold it towards the 

centre. If the guylines are wet or muddy, fold the canvas but leave the guyline out 
5. Remove the 13 small pegs. 
6. Pick up the eyelet tab on either side of the door and fold it over to match the eyelet on 

the other side of the door. Every fold starts at the door. 
7. Work around the tent matching each eyelet tab 

in turn. 

8. Continue until the tent is folded in half, then neatly tuck the canvas of the door in. 
9. Take the door and fold it to the back of the tent. 

This quarters the tent. 

10. As the three tabs that are attached to the door are in a straight line but the back of the 
tent curves, the back of the tent won’t quite line up with the front when it is neatly 
folded. 
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11.Take the door and the fabric underneath it and fold it back towards where it started. To 
get the tent neatly in it’s bag, you need to take this fold it about 30 cm (12 inches) past 
the straight edge of the last fold. 

12.  Take the small part of the tent that you have left 
overlapping and fold it back in towards the 
middle. 

13.Put the pole bag on top of your folded tent and roll the tent up tightly. 
14.Tie the two strings around the rolled tent. 
15. Stand the tent on end and pull the bag over the 

tent. 
16. Turn the tent over and finish pulling the bag up. 
17. Drop the peg bag a long way down the inside 

edge of the bag so that they can’t easily fall out 
when the tent is later moved. 

18. Tighten and knot the draw cord. 

Tips 

• This step-by-step is for a five metre “Soul Pad” tent but should work for most designs 
and sizes of bell tents. 

• If the weather permits, it’s important to make sure that the fabric of the tent is dry. 
• The last place to become dry is usually the seams and under the eves. 
• Stored damp in its bag, the tent will quickly develop mildew (mould) spots. Dry the 

tent within a few days or leave it pitched until conditions improve. 
• Drying the tent by hanging or draping it can stretch and misshape the canvas. 
• If the guylines are wet or muddy, they should be left out so that they only touch the 

PVC groundsheet. 
• Special treatments that help prevent mould on canvas can be applied. 
• The bottom of the tents will often be damp from resting on the ground, they can be 

very effectively dried using an old towel. 
• In favourable weather conditions, if you are putting away several tents, or are not in a 

rush, you can start folding one tent and then move to another while the sun or wind 
dries the newly exposed fabric.
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