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Introduction: 
This lesson is made up of lesson resource/ notes and practice exercise. 
 
Instruction:  
Follow the steps given below and work through the lesson. 
Step 1: Copy the Header into your exercise book. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat and 

legible. 
Step 2: Read the lesson resource and copy or make summary notes in your exercise book.   
Step 3: Complete thePractice Exercise.  
Step 4: After you have completed the practice exercise, revise your work.  (I will be checking your 

Exercise Book when you return to School).  
 
Lesson Resource/ Notes: 
Read through your lesson resource/ notes and make summary notes and cut and paste diagrams or 
draw them into your exercise book. 

Tree rings 

A useful method of absolute dating for wood is tree ring dating. This method can give a date to 

several thousands of years. Tree ring dating involves counting growth rings in the woody trunks of 

trees. Many woody trees grow by ding layers on the outside of the stem each year. This leaves a line 

in the wood that sis easy to see. Tree ring a revisable whenever you cut down a tree and cut off a 

branch or if you drill through the tree to form a cross-section of the piece of wood.   

In this way, the growth rings in pieces of old 

or fossilized wood can be compared with a 

standard scale of growth rings. This method 

can only be used by comparing wood with 

trees from the same climate because the 

climate affects how the trees grow. For 

example, a piece of wood from Australia 

cannot be dated by using growth rings from 

another country. You could not even 

compare a piece of wood from Victoria with 

one from the Northern Territory because 

they have different climates and so different 

growth rates. 
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Practice Exercise 36A: 
Write the questions first and then your answer in complete sentences. Watch the correct spelling of 
terms and appropriate calculations where required. 
 
1. According to a particular place, the trees in that area add another layer to the outside of the stem 

after 3 years. Assume that a tree was cut down in this area, it was observed that there were 16 

growth rings. How old do you think the tree is? 

2. Why is it unwise to compare growth rings of trees grown in different climates? 

3. State why tree rings may not be able to be used to date wood found in an ancient sunken ship. 

 

You should be able to develop understanding of how tree ring dating is used to measure the 

age of wood. 


