
It started with rain on Friday, 
December 29, 2007 and by the 
time it all ended, several mid-
Nebraska radio and television 
stations were knocked off the 
air by a major ice storm that 
hit the area.  The storm 
caused major headaches for 
stations, even bringing down 
the KSYZ tower, located eight 
miles from Boelus, Nebraska.  
( KSYZ is licensed to Grand 
Island). 

KSYZ General Manager, Dan 
Zabka reports that while the 
ice storm hit on December 
30th, when the station was 
knocked off the air around 
7pm, the buildup of six inches 
of ice on the KSYZ tower    
actually caused the tower to 
collapse somewhere between 
1am and 9am on New Year’s 
Eve.   According to Zabka, the 
station was off the air until 
Midnight on January 3rd, when 
it was put back on at vastly 
reduced power with a one bay 
antenna mounted on the STL 
tower at the studio at 90 feet 
operating at 300 watts.   
Zabka said the reduced cover-

age only       provided a signal 
within a ten mile radius in 
Grand Island. 

The tower actually folded upon 
itself and fell on top of the 
concrete transmitter building, 
but that miraculously the   
building did not suffer any  
significant damage, unlike 
other tower sites in the area.  

Sister station KROR located on 
another tower also was 
knocked off the air at about 
1:00 AM, New Year’s Eve and 
was not put back on air until 
January 3rd, due to a lack of 
power.  No physical damage 
was reported at the station. 

KSYZ FM operated with      
reduced power until February 

12,  with a one bay antenna 
mounted on the Triple M tower 
near Hartwell, at the 800 foot 
level, which is also home to 
KRNY FM, KQKY FM, both of 
Kearney and KLTQ FM,     
Hastings.  On February 23rd, 
an 8 bay antenna was 
mounted on the tower and the 
station is now operating at full 
power on this temporary tower 
site.  Zabka said that plans are 
to re-build at the Boelus site or 
possibly at some other location 
and that the new tower and 
transmitter should be opera-
tional by mid-summer, 2007.   
Zabka said that the NRG    
engineering staff worked long 
and hard to restore the station 
and cited that NRG Omaha 
Chief Engineer, Darwin   
Stinton, NR Corporate Chief 
Engineer George Nicholas, 
and the Central Nebraska Chief      
Engineer Val Lane, receive  
tremendous credit for all their 
efforts. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE ICE STORM WREAKS HAVOC FOR 

CENTRAL NEBRASKA BROADCASTERS 

2007 Legislative Reception Salutes 2007 Legislative Reception Salutes 2007 Legislative Reception Salutes 2007 Legislative Reception Salutes 

State SenatorsState SenatorsState SenatorsState Senators    

Thirty-four Nebraska State 
Senators and their guests 
attended the NBA’s 2007 
Legislative Reception held 
at the Ferguson Center on 

Monday, January 29. 

NBA Chairman Uly Carlini  
paid special tribute to the 
legislators for their dedica-
tion and personal sacrifice 
in serving the people of 
Nebraska.  He also recog-
nized those of the 2007 
new class of twenty-two 

legislators that attended 

the event.   

The Senators were also 
joined by a large           
contingent of broadcasters, 
associate NBA members 
and guests who enjoyed 
the intimate, warm        
atmosphere of the         
Ferguson Center and the 
great food provided by 

Chez Hay Catering. 

  Continued on Page 6 
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Downed KSYZ tower 



                                      by Uly Carlini 

Last month, I was fortunate enough to be included 
in the Nebraska delegation of broadcasters who 
attended the NAB State Leadership Conference in 
Washington, D.C. Those attending were: Mark 
Halverson Nebraska Radio, Eric Brown KRVN Radio, 
Marty Riemenschneider NBA President/Executive 
Director and me.  The one-day power conference 
offered radio and television professionals insight 
into a variety of current issues relevant to our   
industry.  The following day, the Nebraska      
delegation met with Nebraska’s elected represen-
tatives to ask for their support on these issues, 
namely, the recent satellite radio merger and its 
potential affect on local radio.  We asked for    
support of funding to educate consumers, as the 
February 2009 transition to digital television nears, 
aptly referred to as the “no viewer left behind” 
act and asked our representatives to uphold the 
intent of “retransmission consent” provided in the 
Cable Act of 1992.  While our time in Washington, 

D.C. was extremely productive, it was just one day 
and only for a brief meeting with each representa-
tive.  The Nebraska Broadcasters Association office 
does an incredible job communicating with our 
representatives.  However, to make our lobby   
efforts more effective and meaningful our elected 
representatives need to hear from each of you.  I 
challenge you whether by phone, letter or       
electronic means to communicate with your      
representative in the next thirty days. You’ll find 
additional information within the Modulator of the 
issues discussed “on the hill” and at the leadership 
conference.  Talking points for each issue is    
available.  We hear too often how visible the cable 
and/or satellite radio industry is in lobbying our 
elected representatives. Develop and nurture your 
relationship with your representative. Collectively, 
we can make a difference.  Make that a belated 

New Years resolution.  

March 24th. 

“Hard Times Swing” features   

music from the Nebraska Jazz 

Orchestra and regional          

performers such as Annette 

Murrell, Trudy Du May, Luigi 

Waites, Darryl White, Ed Love 

and Mac McCune taped at 

Omaha’s Sokol Hall in March, 

2006.  Funding for this program 

It was the Great Depression and 

nothing was easy. Nebraskans 

were out of work and out of 

money and people suffered 

through a drought of epic      

proportions.  But despite all the 

problems, people kept dancing. 

NET Television follows the         

development of territory swing 

bands and music that changed 

the American pop culture in the 

original documentary “Hard 

Times Swing,”  premiering       

Sunday, March 17 at 7 p.m.    

Central Time on NET1 and in high 

definition on NET-HD.  The       

program will repeat on Sunday 

March 18 at 11a.m CT at 8:30 

pm on Monday March 19 as well 

as 4:30 pm CT on Saturday 

was made possible in part by 

the Nebraska Arts Council and 

the Nebraska Humanities    

Council. 

“The rise of swing music is a    

testament to the resilience of the 

human spirit,” says NET producer 

Joel Geyer.   “Swing really was 

the steady force behind an  

economic, social and cultural 

revolution that would change 

the  Heartland, and America, 

forever.” 
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  NET TELEVISION TO PRESENT MUSICAL DOCUMENTARY 

 MODULATOR  



Board Briefs 

MODULATOR 

Highlights of the January 29th Meeting held at the Ferguson Center in Lincoln 

  Continued on Page 16 

Attorney General Jon Bruning    
announced that the first traveler 
information kiosk with Amber 
Alert updates has been installed 
on the I-80 corridor.  The kiosk 
provides real-time information on 
national and state alerts called by 
the Nebraska State patrol,       
including child abductions.  The 
announcement was made in      
conjunction with the National   
Amber Alert Awareness Day held on 

January 13, 2007. 

Incidentally, the seventh        
state-wide AMBER alert was issued 
the next day, on Saturday, January 
14, resulting in an apprehension 

and the safe recovery of the child.   
The State Patrol received a tip 
from a person who saw the       
suspect’s vehicle after hearing 
about it on the radio.  All seven 
Nebraska Amber Alerts have      
resulted in safe recoveries of the 
children.   “Broadcasters are    

normally first responders in getting 
the word out to the public regard-
ing abducted children,” said Mark 
Halverson, Chairman-Elect of the 
Nebraska Broadcasters Association. 
“We are proud to be able to     
participate in this unique public-
private partnership.”   Halverson’s 
remarks were presented at the 
press conference in the Attorney 
General’s office on January 13.  
Bruning was also presented with a 
“Broadcasters are First Respond-

ers” hat from Halverson. 

reviewed in depth Riemenschneider 
reported that the audit went very well, 
and there are no real problems.      
However, some improvements in     
procedures were suggested and will be 
implemented, as safeguards. 

Government Relations 

The President reviewed the 100th    
Unicameral activity thus far this current 
session.   Walt Radcliffe,  Radcliffe & 

Financial Reports were presented for 
October, November and December, 
2006, by Secretary-Treasurer, Chuck 
Schwartz.   Schwartz also presented a 
NBA Foundation Financial report. 

President Riemenschneider         
presented the results of the NBA Finan-
cial Audit Report for 2005-2006 which 
was compiled and prepared by Lau 
CPA, LLC, Omaha.  The financials were         

Associates also attended the meeting 
and gave a detailed report on the    
current Senate, and reviewed legislation 
that might of interest to the Associa-
tion.   Riemenschneider gave a preview 
of the upcoming NAB State Leadership 
Conference and lobbying trip to    
Washington, DC, February 27-March 1, 
2007. 
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  ATTORNEY GENERAL BRUNING APPLAUDS NEBRASKA  

AMBER ALERT PROGRAM  

Melvin “Mel” Leroy Sauer,  67 of Gering, died Thursday, January 18, 2007 at his home.  Mel was born 
July 11, 1939 in Bayard, Nebraska, and attended the School for the Visually Impaired in Nebraska City 
from 1947-1956.  He then attended the Bayard High School where he graduated with the Class of 1958.  
Mel’s fascination with radio began at an early age after receiving a radio from his grandmother.  From 
that point on, radio was his life.  He began his radio career in 1960 at KIMB, Kimball.  He worked at 
KOLT in Scottsbluff from 1961-1985, spent time at KOBH, Hot Springs, SD;  KCSR, Chadron; KOAQ, 
Scottsbluff; and from 1989-2006 at KPNY in Scottsbluff.  Sports and weather were his areas of exper-
tise.   As he was sight-impaired, he was one of the first to receive a Braille teletype printer that was 
used in electronic media.   He received many awards of recognition to his contribution to the commu-
nity and was inducted into the Nebraska Broadcasting Association’s Hall of Fame in 1995.  He often 
stated that he didn’t need to be awarded for doing a job he loved.  Mel’s final sign off always was---

“It’s been a Sauer Production.” 

NBA HALL OF FAMER PASSES AWAY 



To show a token of appreciation, all senators were presented with a gift of a portable AM/FM radio that can 

also be hand-cranked to provide operation in case of an emergency.   
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ICE STORM (CONTINUED) 

 MODULATOR 

Craig Eckert, General Manager of 
Platte River Radio, reported that the 
storm affected their operations in  
Kearney and Hastings. The KKPR 
(Power 99 FM ) tower North of Shelton 
was knocked off the air due to the lack 
of power to the main transmitter site.  
Eckert also leases space on the tower 
to KKJK owned by GI Family radio as 
well as to Zabka’s STL link for KSYZ, 
resulting in all three 100kw FM’s being 
unable to broadcast.  However, Eckert, 
Zabka and KKJK General Manager, 
Alan Usher worked together to bring 
in a generator that provided power to 
the stations during the power outage. 
All three took turns keeping the     
generator running by providing gas for 
it.   The three General Managers stated 
that they were impressed at how well 
they cooperated to keep the stations 
on the air, which shows that in a time 
of need, competitors can close ranks 
for the good of the industry and for 
helping to provide coverage to their 
communities. 

Interestingly, Zabka said that after a 
few days, he was able to find a nearby 
farmer who tended the generator, 
keeping it fueled and maintained.  The 
farmer did this for almost two weeks 
until power was restored.   Besides a 
nominal fee,  Zabka reported that the 
farmer also received four   tickets to 
see Larry the Cable Guy   appearing in 
Kearney on March 29th. 

Eckert also reported that due to some 
problems with KXPN sending of the 
ESPN signal to KICS in Hastings, that 
KICS temporarily lost their ESPN feed 
for a time and the company and had to 
provide some alternative method of 
delivering the signal until the original 
feed could be restored.   Sister station 
KHAS AM did not suffer any affects 
from the storm. 

Operations Manager, Bill Boyer, of 
NRG’s Kearney-Holdrege cluster of  
radio stations said that the roof     
damage to the transmitter building at 
the Triple M tower was unbelievable.   
Ice fell off the 1000 foot stick and tore 
holes in the roof that measured three 

to four feet wide.  He said the staff is 
still finding problems in certain areas, 
mostly on STL antennas. First, KRNY 
went off the air first and was not able 
to get back on air until January 3rd, 

while KQKY was off air until January 
2nd, then on back up power.   A 100 kw 
generator was shipped in (see picture 
below) and had to be pulled to the 
transmitter site by a tractor.   However 

just when they were about to put the 
generator on line, the power came 
back on. 

Boyer mentioned that KGFW, Kearney 
lost their power Saturday evening and 
was off air until early Sunday morning, 
when he and Chief Engineer Val Lane 
were able to get to the transmitter site 
south of Kearney to gas up the genera-
tor and put the station back on the air.  
The station interviewed emergency 
management people as well as city 
officials and NPPD for over three hours 
and provided much needed information 
to the community. 

Boyer said that KUVR and KMTY in 
Holdrege lost power that same night 
and were not able to get back on air 
until the evening of Thursday, January 
4th.  The entire community of Holdrege 

was without power for many days, but 
the Phelps County Emergency Manage-
ment group brought in two generators 
to power up the stations, one at the 
studio and the other at the transmitter 
site, so that the station could convey 
information to the community.  The 
stations remained on generator power 
for eight days until power was restored 
on Friday, January 12. 

“We were really fortunate,” said Alan 

Usher, General Manager of GI Family 
radio, operators of KKJK FM, KRGI AM/
FM and KRGY FM, Grand Island.  In 
most cases it only took about thirty 
minutes to get the stations back on the 
air, providing information for the entire 
region in that for some time, these 
were the only stations that were     
operating.  KKJK, 101.3 operated at on 
a generator at reduced 10kw power 
but still had good coverage, he       
reported.  KRGI AM and KRGI FM, were 
on the air at full power with electricity 
provided by generators, and KRGY was 
only off air for about 45 minutes and 
then came back on generator power at 
9,000 watts.  He said that the stations 
simulcast storm coverage for many 
hours.  Four people manned a phone 
bank of 10 lines for listeners who 
wanted to call in, which included the 
Kearney police chief.   A listener was 
driving to Grand Island from Lincoln to 
visit his gravely ill father at St. Francis 
Hospital , but all the roads into Grand 
Island were closed.  The station used 
its resources to help vector the listener 
around Grand Island to the hospital so 
he could see his father.  The stations 
also aired traffic directions for listeners, 
gave out hotel availabilities for the 
Hastings area and reported stories on 
almost every community in the area.  
Usher said the station     received calls 
from Lexington to Aurora. 

Eric Brown,  General Manager of 
KRVN AM/FM, Lexington, reported that 
their AM antenna located six miles 
north of Holdrege had to go on      
auxiliary power for six days until power 
was restored from Dawson Power. 

 (continued on next page) 

Damaged transmitter roof at       
Triple M tower 



MODULATOR 

KEXL FM, Norfolk, was also affected by 
the storm, and was knocked off the air 
early Sunday, December 31.  An 80-
100 foot section of the 1000 foot tower 
had fallen off the tower and three guy 
wires were strewn over the road,    
taking out a fence, power line and 
power pole.   Station Manager Robb 
Thomas said that a combination of 
about 4 inches of ice and high wind 
gusts created enough “wag” to finally 
snap the  top guy wires, and without 
that support, the top section sheared 
away.  Currently KEXL FM is on air with 
somewhat reduced coverage and 
power, utilizing a back up transmitter 
on the same tower.   Thomas said that 
it was doubtful that repairs can be 
made to the current tower and that 
among their options they will probably 
have to replace the tower at the     
current location. 

The central Nebraska television stations 
were also affected by the ice storm.   
KHAS TV General Manager, Ulysses 
Carlini said that the station suffered 
quite a bit of damage and was knocked 
off the air.  With the constant rain  
collecting and freezing on the tower 
and antenna and with the temperature 
dropping, the situation got progres-
sively worse.  Carlini mentioned that on 
New Year’s Eve night, the antenna 
which is only 167 feet above the   
building was leaning almost twenty feet 
and that the guy wires were sagging.   
He was worried that the possibility of 
falling ice onto the studio building 
could cause problems for the safety of 
the employees.   Additionally, KHAS TV 
lost their transmitter that night.     
However, they were still able to feed 
their signal to the Charter Cable head 
in and provided a signal to Dish and 
Direct TV after the over the air signal 
was lost on Saturday, December 30th. 

To add to the problems, the station lost 
power to its boiler system, thus losing 
their heating system.  Carlini then sent 
everybody home on New Year’s eve.  
On New Year’s day, during the third 
quarter of the Nebraska-Auburn Cotton 
Bowl game, the local fire department 
had to evacuate the building due to a 
propane gas tank leak which had been 
caused by the falling ice from the 

tower.  Carlini mentions that the   
falling ice hitting the building was 
“like bombs going off.”   With 20-30 
feet sheets of ice some as big as 
eight inches in diameter penetrated 
the roof which allowed standing   
water that was   sitting on the roof to 
come into the building as well…into 
the transmitter and high voltage 
equipment. 

On January 2nd, ice continued to fall 
off the tower and the station was 
without power from 4pm that day 
until 9am on January 3rd.  At that 
point the signal was only sent out via 
the cable and satellite head-ins.   The 
station continued to fight new water 
leaks and even lost two vehicles that 
were totaled from the falling ice.  The 
facility finally resumed normal      
operation on January 10th, the station 
having been off for over the air   
viewing for 11 days. 

The situation over in Kearney at 
Pappas’  KHGI and KTVG was no  
better.  General Manager Vince 

Baressi, was out of town in Florida 
when he learned about the ice storm 
and the havoc it had created.  At 
KTVG, the station lost power on New 
Years Eve, as large section of ice fell 
off the tower right through a rein-
forced roof and created severe    
electrical damage.  As a result of  
being off air, and the Husker Cotton 
Bowl game being played on New 
Year’s Day, the decision was made to 
put the game over on KHGI-TV.  
KTVG did not return to the air until a 
generator was brought in on January 
2nd and power was provided via    
generator for almost a week until the 
problems were fixed. 

KHGI, with their main transmitter 
tower near Gibbon, was concerned 
about losing their tower as the ice 
load had the tower over seven feet 
out of plum.  At the main studio in 
Axtell, a 500 foot tower adjoins the 
studio which houses the STL links to 
the KHGI and KTVG transmitters.   
The four inch ice sheet on that tower 
also caused it to be out of plum.  
When the ice started to melt, some 
55 hunks of ice weighing as much as 
12 pounds each fell off the tower and 

came completely through the roof of 
the building, and most of them landed 
in the news department, destroying 
computers.   As a result Baressi made 
the newsroom off limits for the safety 
and well being of the employees. They 
moved as much equipment from the 
news operation into their conference 
room and lobby to resume their work.  
The station lost its heating system for 
almost a week.  “How the engineering 
department kept the station going is a 
miracle,” said Baressi.  He gave special 
credit to Chief Engineer Jerry Fuehrer 

and his crew for their efforts to shore 
up sagging roofs and support.  The 
damage and danger was so great that 
the morning and noon newscast     
anchors were required to wear hard 
hats during their newscasts, as well as 
all the other employees in the building.  
The newsroom was moved to their 
news bureau in Grand Island for the 
evening    newscasts for a few days. 

Baressi said that additional problems 
were created for the water and septic 
systems due to the power outage.   
Some outbuildings that house pumps 
and other equipment at the Axtell site     
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ICE STORM (CONTINUED) 

Destroyed KHAS-TV staff vehicle 

Hunk of ice from KHAS-TV tower 

 (continued on next page) 



Sherwood Wins First Place in National Competition  

Page 8  MODULATOR 

Laura Ackerman Sherwood, Assistant Professor of 

Communication and KLPR Advisor, recently received 

national recognition by winning first place in the     

national BEA (Broadcast Education Association)      

Entertainment Category for the BEA Faculty Interac-

tive Multimedia Competition.  As a result, Sherwood 

will present the KLPR, 91.3 FM, University of Nebraska's 

Web Site in Las Vegas at the BEA annual convention 

in Las Vegas, April 18- 22nd.  Sherwood said, "We have 

a wonderful information technology support system 

here at the University of Nebraska of Kearney and   

incredibly talented students." 

Sherwood researched throughout her PhD program, 

and before, web streaming KLPR-FM.  She also         

interviewed other university stations around the United 

States.  After achieving production of the KLPR Web 

Site with streaming capabilities (with help from Steve 

Hansen, technology support, Mike Garretson, student 

webmaster, and other gifted students), she submitted 

the web site into the competition.  "Since this was a 

national competition, I really didn't think our station 

even had a chance to place.  Not only did KLPR 

place, but was selected first place as 'Best of        

Competition:  Entertainment Production.'  Just goes to 

show what I know and proves that Nebraska is        

capable of producing the best!" stated Sherwood. 

NBA Board of Directors luncheon with Governor Dave Heineman at the                       
Governor’s mansion, January 29th, 2007 

ICE STORM (CONTINUED) 

were totally destroyed.   He gave credit 
to the many companies and service   
suppliers who helped get the stations 

back on the air, including Charter Cable, 
KHAS TV, and the Axtell and Minden 
co-ops that provided the diesel fuel for 
the multiple generators in use.       
Currently, all the stations have their 
power restored and additional repairs, 
including the Axtell roof, are in     

process.  

Most of us can only imagine what 
these radio and television stations had 
to endure during this period.  What is  
gratifying is that the stations assisted 
each other in a spirit of cooperation, 
which is rarely seen today.  Addition-
ally, the stations all worked diligently 
to provide listeners and viewers in the  
Central Nebraska region with news 

updates and information, something 
that the electronic media does better 
than any other medium.  Congratula-
tions to each of these broadcasters for 
their hard work, sacrifice and efforts, 
and to those broadcast engineers who 
have worked tirelessly to get their  
stations back on the air. 



Longtime Omaha Radio General Manager, Ken Fearnow has 
been named the new Market Manager for Cumulus Media’s five 
radio stations in Lexington, Kentucky, including KLRO FM, WLTO 
FM, WKZZ FM, WVLK FM and WVLK AM.   Fearnow most recently 
held the position of Regional VP and market Manager of NRG Me-
dia’s Omaha cluster.  He also worked as President of Waitt Radio 
Networks in Omaha and spent 20 years at Great Empire’s WOW AM/
FM, including 16 years as General Manager.  He is a former NBA 
Board member, and served as NBA Chairman in 1988.  He also was 

the NBA Legislative Liaison for a time. 

Jim McKernan has returned to Omaha as the new General Manager 
of NRG’s Omaha Cluster (KKAR, 
KQKQ, KLTQ, KCTY, KOZN, KYDZ 
and KOIL).  Jim has a long history in 
Omaha media, having worked at WOW 
radio, KPTM Television, Journal 
Broadcast Group and spent the last 
five years of his tenure in Omaha as 
General Manager of Emmis’ KMTV 
until its sale to Journal.   Most recently, 
he was the General Manager of KEZK 
FM and Y-98 FM for CBS radio in St 
Louis,  Jim assumed his new duties on 

January 15. 

The owner and General Manager of KUSO FM (US 92), Norfolk, 
Senator Mike Flood,  was elected as Speaker of the Legislature for 
the Unicameral’s 100th session in Lincoln.  Flood, who is also an 

attorney, has served on the NBA Board of Directors.  

Former NRG Media VP and Regional 
Manager, George Pelletier, has become 
the new Chief Operating Officer of a new 
radio group in Iowa.   Karen Lalley, who 
has served as his executive assistant ad 
NRG has also joined Pelletier.  The new 
group is affiliated with Dean Goodman, 
Dean Radio & TV, and is being called 
Good Radio.  The stations being        
purchased thus far under the new owner-
ship are located in Fairfield, Newton and 
Mt. Pleasant, Iowa.  Pelletier had been 
with Waitt/NRG since 1994 and as      

Director of Regional Operations, oversaw over 60 stations.  George 
started his career at KMNS/KSEZ in Sioux City and was there for 12 
years.  He spent 18 months I Lincoln work-

ing for stations there prior to joining Waitt. 

Joel Vilmenay, President and General 
Manager of KETV, Omaha since 2003, 
has accepted a similar position with 
WDSU-TV in New Orleans, LA.  He suc-
ceeds Mason Granger, who is stepping 
down after an eight year run.  Vilmenay 
served on the NBA Board of Directors for 
over three years, and made significant 
contributions to the association during that 

period.  He successor is Sarah 
Smith. Smith most recently 

worked as VP and General Manager of KRCR 
and KAEF, in the Chico-Redding and Eureka, 
California markets.  She has also worked as 
General Sales Manager for KVUE in Austin 
and as National Sales Manager for WFAA in 
Dallas and KXTV in Sacramento.   Smith also 
was local sales manager for WISH TV in Indi-
anapolis and started her career as an account 
executive at KOTV in Tulsa.   She holds a BA 

degree from the University of Illinois     

Immediate Past Chairman of the NBA and General Manger of KLKN 
TV, Lincoln, Roger Moody has been pro-
moted to Senior Vice President of Citadel 
Communications.  He will continue to 
serve as GM of KLKN TV, Channel 8 and 
assumed the responsibility of oversight of 
Channel 9, WCAU-TV, Sioux city, IA.   
Roger has been active in the NBA for 
many years, is a past Silver Metal Award 
winner of the Omaha Federation of Adver-
tising and has served on various commu-
nity boards.   He also recently announced 

two sales management promotions at KLKN TV.  Phil Maddern has 
been promoted to Local Sales Manager and Kay Wunderlich has 

been named National Sales Manager. 

Joseph Radske has been named as News Director at KPTM-Fox 41 
and KXVO CW 15 in Omaha.  A 22 year broadcasting veteran, he 

was most recently News Director at WVTV-TV in Milwaukee. 
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People On the Move! 

Mark Your  

Calendars! 
 

NBA Annual           

Conference 

August 16-17, 2007 

Cornhusker Hotel,  

Lincoln, NE 
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NCSA 4Q 2006   Nat'l     College       HHS 

Station Tourism Guard NSEA NHHS 

Svgs 

Plan NFCV Medical Police Radon 

KBRB-AM/FM   X X X X X X X X X 

KAAQ-FM/KQSK-FM X X X X X X X X   

KCOW-AM X X X X X X X X   

KPNY-FM                   

KWBE-AM X X X X   X       

KBBN-FM/KCNI-AM X X X X X X   X X 

KCSR-AM X     X X X   X X 

KJSK-AM  X X X X X X X X X 

KKOT-FM X X X X X X X X X 

KLIR-FM X X X X X X X X X 

KTTT-AM X X X X X X X X X 

KZEN-FM X X X X X X X X X 

KCVN-AM/FM   X   X   X X   X 

KGMT-AM                   

KUTT-FM                   

KLZA-FM X X X X X X X X   

KTNC-AM X X X X X X X X X 

KFMT-FM X X   X X         

KHUB-AM X X X X X         

KSDZ-FM   X               

KROR-FM X X X X   X   X X 

KSYZ-FM X X X X   X   X X 

KFKX-FM   X   X     X X X 

KHAS-AM X X X X   X X     

KLIQ-FM X X X X X X X   X 

KMTY-FM X X X X X X X X X 

KUVR-AM X X X X X X X X X 

KGFW-AM X X X X X X X X X 

KKPR-FM/KXPN-AM X X X X X X X   X 

KQKY-FM X X X X X X X X X 

KRNY--FM X X X X X X X X X 

KRVN-AM X X   X X X X X X 

KRVN-FM   X   X X X X X X 

KBBK-FM X     X     X X   

KFGE-FM X     X     X X X 

KFOR-AM X X X X X X X X X 

KFRX-FM X X X X X X X X X 

KIBZ-FM X X   X   X X X X 

KLCV-FM   X   X   X X   X 

KLIN-AM X     X     X X   

KLMS-AM X X X X X X X X X 

KLMY-FM X X   X   X X X X 

KLNC-FM X     X     X X X 

KRKR-FM X X X X X X X X X 

KRNU-FM                   

KTGL-FM X X   X   X X X X 

KZKX FM X X   X   X X X X 

KZUM-FM     X X X       X 

KIOD-FM                   

KSWN-FM                   

KNCY-AM/FM X X   X           

KEXL-FM X X   X X       X 

KNEN-FM X X   X X X X X X 

KUSO-FM   X   X           

WJAG-AM X X   X X       X 
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KELN-FM/KOOQ-AM X X X X X X X X X 

KODY-AM X X X X X X   X X 

KOGA-AM/FM/KMCX-FM X X   X   X X X X 

KBBX-FM                   

KBLR-FM X X   X   X X X X 

KCRO-AM X X   X X X X     

KCTY-FM X X   X   X X X X 

KEZO-FM   X     X X X X X   

KFAB-AM X X   X   X X X X 

KGBI-FM X X   X X X X     

KGOR-FM X X X X   X X X X 

KHUS-FM X X   X   X X X X 

KKAR-AM X X   X   X X X X 

KKCD-FM X     X X X X X   

KLTQ-FM X X   X   X X X X 

KOIL-AM X X   X   X X X X 

KOMJ-AM X     X X X X X   

KOTK-AM X X   X X X X     

KOZN-AM X X   X   X X X   

KQBW-FM X X   X   X X X X 

KQCH-FM X     X   X X X   

KQKQ-FM X X   X   X X X X 

KSRZ-FM X     X X X 5 X   

KVSS-FM X                 

KXKT-FM X X   X   X X X X 

KXSP-AM X     X   X X X   

KYDZ-AM   X               

KBRX-AM/FM X X X X X X X X X 

KMOR-FM X X   X X X X X X 

KNEB-AM/FM X X X X X X X X X 

KOAQ-AM X X   X X X X X X 

KOLT-AM X X   X X X X X X 

KOLT-FM X X   X X X X X X 

KOZY-FM X X   X X X X X X 

KSID-AM/FM X X   X   X X   X 

KVSH-AM X X X X X   X     

KTCH-AM/FM X X X X X X X X X 

KTIC-AM X X X X X X X X X 

KWPN-FM X X X X X X X X X 

KAWL-AM/KTMX-FM   X   X X         

                    

TV Stations                   

KTVG-TV X X X X X X       

KHAS-TV   X     X           

KHGI-TV X X X X X X       

KLKN-TV X X X X   X       

KOLN /KGIN TV & DT2 X X X X X X       

KIIT-TV X X X X   X       

KNOP-TV X X X X   X       

KETV-TV X X X X X X       

KETV Weather Now X X X X   X       

KMTV-TV X X X X X X       

KPTM -TV X X X X   X       

KXVO-TV   X X X X X       

WOWT-TV X     X           

KDUH-TV         X X         

KPTH-TV X X X     X       



STATE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

The NBA delegation made its way to Washington, DC on 
February 26th to attend the National Association of Broad-
casting’s 2007 State Leadership Conference.  The delega-
tion included NBA Chairman Uly Carlini and his wife 
Diane, Chairman-Elect Mark Halverson, LLC Eric 
Brown, and NBA President/Executive Director Marty   
Riemenschneider.   The delegation was joined on their 
Hill visits by Bill Duhamel, President and CEO of Duhamel 
Broadcasting, Rapid City, SD, owner of KDUH TV in Scotts-
bluff. 

The NAB conference kicked off with an all-day session on 
Tuesday, February 27, at the Mandarin Oriental.  David 
Rehr, President and CEO, National Association of  Broad-
casters opened the meeting with a review of the issues that 
would be later presented by the various state delegations 
to their respective Senators and Congressman during Hill 
appointments the following day. 

Impressive four-color folders were provided to each state 
delegation for their visits.  Each delegation was asked to 
cover six key issues with their Congressmen.  They        
included:  Retransmission Consent rules, the request to ask 
our House members to sign on as co-sponsors of HR 983, 
the SDAR bill that holds satellite radio providers             
accountable for their actions and the positive impact of  
Direct-to-Consumer Advertising. 

Other items included the federal funding that would      
prepare consumers for the Digital Television Transition in 
February, 2009 and asking that the XM/Sirius Satellite 
merger be opposed. 

The delegation also asked for support to have the       
members of Congress to encourage the FCC to allow AM 
stations to use FM Translators.  In fact,  Senator Chuck 

Hagel agreed to send a letter to that effect to the FCC. 

The conference included appearances from The Honorable 
Ed Markey (D-MA), member of the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce and Chairman of the Subcommittee 
on Telecommunications and the Internet.  George 
Stephanopoulos, anchor of “This Week” and ABC News 
Chief Washington Correspondent gave his views on the  
outlook of the recently convened 110th Congress. 

The State Leadership luncheon featured an address from 
The Honorable Greg Walden (R-OR), a member of the 
House Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee 
on Telecommunications and the Internet, who also happens 
to be a broadcaster, in the process of selling his stations in 
Oregon. 

The afternoon session featured a keynote speech from the 
Honorable John Dingell (D-MI) Chairman of the House 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

On Wednesday,  the NBA delegation made its way to the 
Hill for the meetings with the state delegation.  The day 
started with the traditional Nebraska Breakfast in the    
Dirksen Senate building, and on to the appointments.   The 
NBA delegation met with Senators Hagel and Nelson, as 
well as Congressman Adrian Smith.  Although Congress-
men Terry and Fortenberry could not attend due to   
having to be on the House floor, their legislative assistants 
in charge of Telecommunications received the briefings 
from the NBA group. 

The delegation from the NBA felt that the appointments 
went very well, and that the issues discussed were well 
received by the Senators and Congressmen. 
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NBA FOUNDATION EEO 

SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE 

As was reported in the December 2006 issue of the 
Modulator, the Nebraska Broadcasters Association is 
implementing a new broadcast scholarship program 

that will allow participating Station Employment Units 
(SEU’s) to achieve a full EEO credit.  This new    
scholarship program is a separate scholarship from 
the long existing scholarship program, which awards 
scholarships each year to broadcasting students at 

UNO, UNK and  UNL. 

The NBA’s Assistance Action Plan for EEO Compliance 
is another way to help member stations earn non-job 
vacancy specific menu option initiative credits. 

This new scholarship program has received consider-
able interest from member stations as 37 SEU’s have 
made the commitment to fund the scholarship      

program.  Thus far, $6,000 in pledges have been 
raised, which will allow the association to offer 2-
$1500 scholarships per year for 2007 and 2008. 

The donation cost is minimal, starting at $100 for one 
or two radio stations; $200 for Radio SEU’s with three 

or more stations and $300 for television SEU’s.  If you 
have not yet signed up to participate in this scholar-
ship program and want more information, please  
contact the NBA office, before the scholarship funding 
closes for 2007-2008. 

FIVE NEBRASKA-LICENSEES GET  

EEO AUDIT NOTICE 

The FCC released its first 
EEO Audit list for 2007 
as part of the 5% annual 
EEO audit.  In Nebraska 
five radio stations were 
included in this first audit 
for the year.  They are 
KCSR AM, Chadron; 

KBRB FM, Ainsworth; KHAS AM, Hastings; KEXL-FM Norfolk; 
and KTCH AM, Wayne.  This serves as a reminder to all NBA 
member stations that the association subscribes to EEO1 
Source, which is far more than just a job listing portal.  EEO 
1 Source can keep track of all information a station is re-
quired to report to the FCC, and at a push of a button, 
prints the information so it can be transferred to the official 
FCC EEO Audit forms.   This member benefit is free to all 
NBA members in good standing with the only cost to a 
member is when faxes are sent out by a station as a part of 
its broad outreach. NRG Media recently signed EEO1 Source 
as its EEO program of choice for the entire 84 stations NRG 
Radio Group.  If you’d like more information regarding all 
the EEO1 Source offers, contact the NBA office. 
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In Memoriam 
 

BARBARA SODERLUND, WIFE OF HAROLD SODERLUND PASSES AWAY 

Barbara Soderlund, wife of Nebraska broadcast pioneer, Harold Soderlund, 
passed away on January 24, 2007, following a brief battle with cancer.  She 
was born in Omaha, February 23, 1931.  she was married to Wayne R. Eisen-
hart from 1951 until his death in 1958.  She was married to Charles E. Dal-
rymple in 1961 until he died in 1982.  In 1993, she met and married Harold 
Soderlund.  Together they made several contributions to both the University 
of Nebraska School of Journalism and Mass Communications as well as the 
Nebraska Broadcasters Association Foundation, where they founded the So-
derlund Satellite Sales Seminars that began in 1998 and continue today.  A 
memorial service was held at Roger & Sons Chapel in Lincoln on February 
10.  She is survived by her husband Harold, a son, daughter-in-law, and 
step-children. 

Life is full of conflict (No it's not!), yet 
most radio commercials have none.  
The characters in commercials usually 
agree with each other.  

 Conflict will breathe life into your radio 
commercials and make them more 
"real."  Conflicts don't have to be    
violent (They could be!) 

They can be resolved completely or 
only partially by the end of the spot, 
maybe even introducing new ones 
(What’re you lookin’ at?).  Conflict can 
take many forms.  It can be two or 
more people in a relationship with   
differing views on the same subject 
(meet my family).  One character can 
be the "believer" and another the  
skeptic (Prove it.).  Radio listeners will 
automatically identify with the skeptic 
(maybe).  As the believer tries to make 
a case, the skeptic keeps coming up 

with rational or even outrageous     
objections (I refuse to agree with you 
on Wednesdays.), giving an opportunity 
for humor (or not.).   

You might just create a contrast      
between two different personalities: old 
pro and novice, teacher and student, 
conservative and liberal, traditionalist 
and contemporary, scientist and artist 
(agency and client).   Sometimes the 
greater the difference in the point of 
view, the more interesting the commer-
cial can be (Yeah, right.).  It could even 
be the different personalities of a 
schizophrenic talking to each other, or 
the left-brain arguing with the right 
brain…the possibilities are endless (No 
they’re not.).   

Audiences will tire very quickly of a 
commercial where everyone agrees 
(Who says?), nothing is wrong, and the 

ConflictConflictConflictConflict    

by Jeffrey Hedquist 

client is perfect.  Don’t be afraid of   
conflict in your commercials (Or, ignore 
all of the above).  

Jeffrey Hedquist harnesses conflict for 
the advantage of radio advertisers   
everywhere at Hedquist Productions, 
Inc. P.O. Box 1475 Fairfield, IA 52556.  
Phone 641-472-6708, Fax 641-472-
7400, email jeffrey@hedquist.com or go 
to http://www.hedquist.com. (Or 
don’t.). For a new angle on conflict 
resolutions visit http://
Teleseminar.Hedquist.com. 

© 1997-2006 Hedquist          
Productions, Inc.  All rights     
reserved.  

SALES TRAINING REMINDER 

The NBA has expanded its sales training services to members to include the Radio Advertising Bureau’s On-
Line Sales Training Academy.  The program is based on the sales training techniques from the RAB Radio 
Sales Training Academy in Dallas and is designed to deliver strong, affordable training on a demand basis 

anywhere there is a computer with Internet connectivity. 

The association purchased several of these courses and the costs are mostly underwritten by the NBA.   
Through discounts and underwriting, the cost for a member station course has been reduced from $399 to 
just $99 each.  The course includes 17 modules.  Several stations have taken advantage of the training course 
and if a station has the need to train new sales hires, simply contact the NBA office and the course can be set 

up for the salesperson often within hours.  There were a limited number of courses purchased from the RAB, 
so stations should be advised to take advantage of these training courses while they are still available. 
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The RAB Academy Sales Foundations Program will be held in Lincoln at Andersen Hall at the Univer-

sity of Nebraska College of Journalism and Mass Communications.  The two and a half day training 

is scheduled for April 30-May 2nd, 2007. 
 

Broadcast Pioneer and NBA Hall of Fame member, Dick Chapin has agreed once again to provide 

the underwriting of the tuition for those UNL students who elect to attend the session.  
 

Additionally, the NBA will provide a $250 per person NBA underwrite for sales representatives who 
are employed at member stations.  For more information, please contact Tim Foley at the RAB at 

310-318-3830 or via email at tfoley@rab.com.   

RAB SALES ACADEMY COMING TO UNL 

STATIONS SOLD 

KOMJ, 1490 AM, Omaha, known as Magic 1490 is being 
sold to Cochise Broadcasting, LLC, Jackson, Wyoming. 
Owners of this group are Ted and Jana Tucker.  Reported 
sale price for the station is $500,000 

Lincoln-based Three Eagles Communications has pur-
chased Clear Channel’s four FM’s in Lincoln.  The stations 
include:  KTGL 92.9 FM, KZKX 96.9 FM, KIBZ 104.1 FM and 
KLMY 106.3 FM.  This sale gives Three Eagles six FM’s and 
two AM stations in Lincoln.  Three Eagles already owns 
KOFR 1240 AM, KLMS 1480 AM, KRKR 95.1, and KFRX 
102.7 FM.  Due to FCC ownership restrictions, however, 

Chapin Enterprises has taken over two of the FM’s (KFRX 
and KRKR) as an intermediary until Three Eagles sells 
them.   Three Eagles has also filed for a move of KFRX to 
Papillion and relocating the transmitter site to Omaha.   
Reported sales price for the Clear Channel-Lincoln        
properties is $14.5 million. 

KBFZ 100.1 FM, Kimball and KIMB 1260 AM, Kimball-
Ogallala are being sold by Legacy Communications to    
Victor A. Michael’s Kimball Radio for $300,000 and a     
pre-closing time brokerage agreement. 
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2007 EAS Summit  

Washington, DC 

 

Robert Eastwood, Nebraska EOC and Vern Killion attended the 2007 EAS and Emergency Communications summit 
3/2/07 sponsored by NAB and NASBA.  Most states, FEMA, NOAA, Homeland Security, AMBER and Congress had     
representatives in attendance.  The purpose of the meeting was to provide information to improve emergency       
communications response time, facilities and public awareness as directed by the WARN Act.    

Many government facilities have funded emergency communications systems but the major public communications to 
the public is through the unfunded broadcast 'pipe'.  All broadcast activity is voluntary except for required tests and 
presidential seizure of the EAS system during a national emergency.    

Funding is required for improvements and modernizing the broadcast system as desired by the Warn Commission.  
Senator Mary Landrien (D-La) is introducing a bill to have broadcasters classified as First Responders to allow       
emergency site access with official identification cards for news and engineering personnel.  Funding will also be     
requested through matching funds for site protection, fuel, food, etc... for use during emergency situations.  

 



(Board  Briefs continued) 

MODULATOR 

monthly Governor’s Call-In program, 
and also talked about the new legisla-
ture and budget issues for this ses-
sion.   Senator Mike Flood, newly 
elected Speaker of the Senate, and 
fellow broadcaster  joined the group 
for lunch. 

Public Service 

Drugs Are a Dead End- Coordinator 
Karen Walklin gave a report on the 
current relationship with Nebraska 
Health & Human Services regarding 
the subgrant contract.   She also   
reviewed the KETV campaign for the 
members.   KETV General Manager 
Joel Vilmenay offered to help other 
stations in getting the new television 
spots KETV produced to all member 
stations. 

Riemenschneider reported on the 
upcoming NBA Awards of Excellence.  
It has been decided that this year, all 
entries will need to be submitted on 
CD’s for radio and DVD’s for televi-
sion. 

Riemenschneider also gave brief   
updates on the Governor’s Call-In 
Show,  the quarterly Senator Ben 
Nelson program,  and the state    
Amber Alert program. 

Freedom of Information-  Larry   
Walklin gave a report on the recent 
Media of Nebraska meeting held on 
January 22nd and distributed a list of 
bills that may be of interest to the 
Media of Nebraska committee. 

Court Coverage-  Dr. Walklin gave a 
thorough review of getting cameras 
and microphones into the          
courtrooms.  The board voted in   
favor of pursuing the purchase of a 
microphone mixer, camera equipment 
and cases to ship the a/v equipment 
around the state as needed. 

Hall of Fame-   Committee Chairman 
Walklin reviewed the Hall of Fame 
process, nominations were taken and 
a vote was held to induct two new 
Hall of Fame members for 2007.   
These individuals will be honored 

Member Services 

Riemenschneider reported that due to 
the sales of some stations, particu-
larly in Western Nebraska, contact 
needed to be made with the new 
owners to invite them to join the  
association  The Membership commit-
tee volunteered to undertake this 
effort. 

Sales Seminars-  Riemenschneider 
reported that the next RAB Sales 
Academy will be held in Lincoln at the 
School of Journalism and Mass    
Communications from April 30-May 2, 
2007, and that the next Soderlund 
Satellite Sales Seminar on Newspaper 
Advertising will be held the afternoon 
of May 2nd.  Dick Chapin from    
Chapin Enterprises is underwriting the 
tuition for students attending UNL 
and majoring in Broadcasting for the 
Sales Academy, while the NBA is 
helping underwrite the cost of the 
Academy for those who are working 
in the industry. 

On-line Sales Academy - At the fall, 
2006 board meeting, the board had 
approved the purchase of 100 of 
these courses.  However, sales of 
these courses have been lagging.   
The board directed President Riemen-
schneider to continue to market this 
sales course as a reminder to the 
member stations. 

A proposal from Warner Concepts 
was made to the board for its      
consideration.   This is a training  
system that would be made available 
at a discount to member stations.   
The board felt that due to all the 
other sales training material currently 
available to the membership, that 
adding yet another sales training  
system was not needed at this time. 

The board temporarily adjourned for 
lunch and made their way over to the 
Governor’s Mansion to have lunch 
with Governor Heineman. (See 
pictures on page 8)  The Governor 
expressed his gratitude to those radio 
stations that continue to air the 

during the NBA Annual Convention 
Hall of Fame Banquet on August 16, 
in Lincoln. 

Nebraska Broadcasting History     
Project-   The board approved a 
$10,000 budget toward the produc-
tion of a book and video of the 75 
year history of the NBA which will be 
presented at the 2009 convention.  
This project will be produced by Larry 
Walklin and Karen Walklin. 

NBA Foundation-  The board        
approved raising the amounts of the 
existing scholarships by $200 each, in 
consideration of the increasing costs 
of tuition. 

Riemenschneider also gave a report 
on the progress of the new EEO 
Scholarship program.  More money 
needed to be pledged from stations in 
order to make the new scholarships 
worthwhile.  The board directed    
Riemenschneider to continue to make 
an effort to market the benefits of 
this new scholarship program to the 
NBA membership.  

President Riemenschneider gave  
reports on the various NCSA        
partnerships, the upcoming 2007  
convention,  and regional job fairs. 
The board also conducted an annual 
review of the Executive Director’s 
performance.  The next meeting will 
be held in Hastings in the Spring at a 
date and location to be determined.  
The meeting was then adjourned to 
prepare for the NBA Legislative    
Reception which followed. 
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