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Description of Library/Archives: 

The Americas Europe and Oceania Division continues to build tightly focused 
distinctive collections of primary sources in LGBTQ history in support of research and 
teaching needs. These materials include LGBTQ posters, publications and print 
ephemera, and a significant collection of oral histories, The  ACT UP (AIDS Coalition to 
Unleash Power) Oral History Project, a series of 186 oral history interviews, undertaken 
between 2002 and 2015, pertaining to AIDS activism in New York. The original project 
was coordinated by Jim Hubbard and Sarah Schulman, with camera work by James 
Wentzy (in New York) and (on the West Coast) S. Leo Chiang and Tracy Wares. The 
collection presents comprehensive, complex, collective, and individual pictures of the 
people who have made up ACT UP/New York. The ACT UP activist organization 
originated in New York City late in the 1980s in response to the AIDS epidemic and 
crisis. ACT UP developed an approach and engaged in activities that had major impact 
upon AIDS-related therapies and research, the Gay/Lesbian community, the 
performative and expressive arts, human rights, and American activists and activism. 

 

Project Description: 

Working closely with the Librarian of Collections and Digital Scholarship and the 
Charles Warren Librarian for American History,  the Pforzheimer Fellow will select 
and review video files and transcripts for a public facing digital collection of the ACT 



UP materials. They will also learn to employ computational methods such as text 
analysis to devise facets suited to enhancing use of the oral histories in teaching and 
research,  or to define thematic segments in the interviews in order to collocate 
similarly themed passages among different interviews. Given the interdisciplinarity of 
the materials, we are looking for someone who can find multiple narrative strands 
within these collections and speak to them with a strong curatorial voice. 

 

Anticipated Outcomes: 

The project will result in a public facing digital collection similar to the one available here: 
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/south-sea-bubble  with features that will allow users to search 
the collection in depth and an exhibition featuring selections from the collection.  The 
Pforzheimer Fellow’s assistance in this endeavor will further the library’s strategic objectives 
in amplifying underrepresented voices, while leveraging the considerable fiscal and human 
investments already associated with acquiring, processing, and storing these materials. In 
turn, this collaborative project will provide the fellow with a strong grounding in project 
management skills, instruction in computational methods such as text mining and digital 
curation, and a solid understanding of metadata curation. 

 


