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DON'T WAIT UNTIL YOU NEED A RETREAT (1)

Luke 4:1-14

“being tempted for forty days by the devil. And in those days
He ate nothing, and afterward, when they had ended,

He was hungry”
Luke 4:2 

I was teaching in Church recently when these words came out of my spirit; "don't wait 
until you need retreat before you retreat". It was such a sharp instruction from God's 
Spirit to everyone that day. Truly, it is a mark of wisdom to retreat before you need 
one.
Friend, you can either retreat by force or by choice. Champions know when to go on 
personal retreats for renewal and refreshing; they schedule it within their regular 
activities. When you don't retreat deliberately, you would be forced by life and 
circumstances to do so.

The same Elijah that stood alone against the 400 prophets of Baal took to his heels 
with just a statement of threat from Jezebel (1 Kings 18:17-40, 19:1-4). What has 
changed? Elijah was high and on fire when he confronted the prophets of Baal, now 
he's exhausted as a result of ministry demands.  You cannot afford to keep running on 
empty. We don't only retreat because we have problem, we retreat so we won't enter 
into one (Matthew 26:41, Luke 4:1-14). We retreat to rest, renew, review, refresh and 
re-fire. Exhaustion would come naturally to the man who does not schedule regular 
retreats. If God had to "retreat" after six days of exploits, I don't think anyone can 
survive without taking regular time-offs (Genesis 2:2-3).

Jesus placed a high premium on regular retreats. He did it by choice. A lot of people 
are too busy to even have time to eat (Mark 6:31). Are you so busy that you don't even 
have time to eat? Are you so busy that you hardly have quality time with God? Are you 
so busy that getting God's mind for your life is alien to your walk and activities? Don't 
be deceived by performance; that you are still 'happening' does not mean you would 
continue to happen. Champions have learnt the secret of Performance Management; 
they schedule regular retreats, deliberately.

Thursday
st

 1  
July, 2021

I choose to create time for God despite my busy schedules

Lord, I come against every satanic attack on my intimacy
with You in Jesus name.

Mark 6:31, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Hebrews 4:15-16
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DON'T WAIT UNTIL YOU NEED A RETREAT (2)

Isaiah 40:28-31

“But those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings like Eagles’ they shall run

and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”
Isaiah 40:31  

The attendance at our 21 Days Fasting & Prayers program that month was very 
encouraging. I must commend our ever committed members at Destiny Impact Church. It 
looked impossible when I announced that we would meet daily in Church for the next 21 
days. I told them; “Haven't you heard of people who visit the hospital daily for months to 
take care of a loved one?”

Friend, you need to factor some time-offs into your busy schedules. There is no guarantee 
that you would be less busy soon. The earlier you realize this, the better. Stop looking for a 
convenient time to retreat. You need to be deliberate about creating one.

You would always have time for what you consider important. Don't wait until there is an 
emergency or a crisis before you create time. You can choose to fast and pray, for renewal 
and refreshing, for sensitivity and accuracy, rather than allowing life's problems, battles 
and challenges to make you fast compulsorily. Problems are better avoided than trying to 
be solved.  When you wait until you have problem before you pray, you truly have a 
problem. Pray pre-emptive prayers. Sow seeds of prayers into your tomorrow before you 
get there. Like Elijah, when depression and discouragement come, it is a sign that you 
have left your mountain of intimacy (1 Kings 19:1-14).

When God asks, "Where are you?”, He is not asking for your geographical position. He is 
asking about your spiritual position. Where are you in God that depression has taken a 
hold on you? Where are you that 'little' sins and stuff that were not an issue to you before 
started becoming an issue? Where are you in God that the future that looked exciting 
before now looks bleak?  Where are you that the devil now crusades your family, 
business etc. at will? Where are you that you now have to succumb to threats from Jezebel 
(the devil)? Someone has left his position, and it is definitely not the devil (Ephesians 
1:19-21, 2:5-6). Where are you in God that what used to be a walk over for you now looks 
mountainous? Where are you?

Friday
nd

 2
July, 2021

I choose to make God my priority and pursuit all the days
of my life

Lord, draw me closer to you in fellowship and intimacy
in Jesus name.

Daniel 11:31-32, Luke 24:49, Philippians 3:10-14
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BE MORE IN PRIVATE THAN YOU ARE IN PUBLIC

1 Samuel 17:34-37

 “But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep his father’s sheep,
and when a lion, or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock,

I went after it and struck it...”
1 Samuel 17:34-35

The first time I took a whole week off the social media, it looked rather unusual. There 
were calls and concerns as people could not 'see' me online as they used to. I 
discovered that it is possible and profitable to intentionally go offline so as to be more 
privately. Now, I schedule time-offs on a frequent basis and it has helped greatly.

Friend, if all that you are doing with your life is what we see in the public, then you are 
either not doing much or living in confusion. Your private life and success must be 
bigger than your public testimony. You must have killed some Lion and Bear in the 
secret that nobody knows about before you kill your Goliath in the public.

Never confuse public approval for private success or divine approval. Human beings 
can only criticise you, they cannot judge you; they can only applaud you, they cannot 
reward you. Don’t let criticism enter your heart and don't allow the praises of men to 
enter your head. Live your life knowing that you are in the audience of One (God). 
Don't be distracted, discouraged or disillusioned with what you see on the internet. 
Always remember that people only post online what they want you to see; it's all PR 
management! A lot of people fail more than the success they post online. In fact, you 
would be shocked to know how "better" you are doing than a lot of people. 

The rule of the game is this; stay focused on your lane and wish others well. This was 
why Paul admonished that you "...study to be quiet and to do your own business...” (1 
Thessalonians 4:11).  You would not be judged or rewarded by the assignment you are 
not given but for completing your particular task. Be sure you are making progress no 
matter what you see other people do. In fact, live your life with no need for 
comparison or sense of competition (2 Corinthians 10:12). Go into this season with 
this understanding, make progress and enjoy the peace of God. Amen!

Saturday
rd

 3
July, 2021

I am delivered from comparison and competition. I focus on
my particular assignment.

Lord, help me to be more in private than I am in public.

Matthew 14:23, Galatians 1:15-24, Revelation 3:1-2
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YOU DON'T HAVE TO SAY EVERYTHING YOU KNOW

Proverbs 29:11

“A fool vents all his feelings. But a wise man holds them back.”
Proverbs 29:11 

I have had to keep back from sharing some things publicly because of the dusts it would 
raise. In fact, I spend a great deal of time reediting my daily (online) posts to ensure that I 
give little or no room for confusion. I understand that being controversial is one of the 
ways to gather likes and comments, and be popular. I'm not out for a popularity contest; 
I'm on purpose and for purpose. 

Friend, if you have to say everything that comes to your mind, it is a sign that you are 
ignorant and/or immature. When Facebook asks you, "what's on your mind?", let 
discretion guide you as to what to say. Not everything is meant for public consumption. 
Some are for you and you only.

You don't have to always express all your feelings. Not everyone should hear some things 
from you. That everyone shits does not mean that they are interested in hearing about 
your toilet sessions. Discretion is a major component of wisdom that not too many people 
have (Proverbs 2:11, 5:2). You don't always have to give a piece of your mind (Proverbs 
29:11). Some people have lost their job doing that. Some are divorced now for lack of 
discretion. Trusts have been lost by unguided words. Be swift to hear and slow to speak 
(James 1:9).

Sometimes, silence is golden. Meekness is not weakness, it is strength under control. 
Your silence and caution can make more impact than your volume of words. The internet 
never forgets. Words, they say, are like eggs, you cannot unpack it once it is let out. Be 
well guided. Be purposeful. Don't make a habit of always coming out, after sometime, to 
correct your theology; there are things you should not say until you know that you know. 
Don't be carried away with the intoxicating power of knowledge (1 Corinthians 8:1). 
Take time to know. Take time to grow. Take time to show. Seek to be powerful with God, 
not just to be popular among men. Let God be able to trust you (Isaiah 42:1-4).

Sunday
th

 4
July, 2021

I walk in discretion; my words are divinely guided.

Lord, help me to bridle my tongue. Baptize me with discretion
in Jesus name.

Matthew 12:36, Colossians 4:6, 1 Peter 3:10 
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SUCCESS IS IN PERSPECTIVE
1Timothy 5:24-25

“Likewise, the good works of some people are clearly evident,
and those that are otherwise cannot be hidden.”

1Timothy 5:25 

After a testimony session in one of our services, I felt inspired to tell God's people these 
words; "Never judge your progress with God only with the testimonies you are having. 
That God is blessing you (or not) does not mean that He approves (or disapproves) of 
your life." It brought encouragements and perspective to everyone.

Friend, success is in perspective. Once you get your perspective wrong, you would mix 
up everything. Success for someone at a particular time may mean going deeper, having 
roots deep in the soil of destiny. While for another, it might be bearing immediate 
physical fruits for all to see (Isaiah 37:31). We would be mistaken to assume that the 
person who has "no fruit" to show is not blessed.

Years ago, God told a dear man of God this life-changing words; "Son, success for me is 
being where I ask you to be per time even if it means being on the same spot."  That 
statement helped his perspective early enough in ministry and stabilized him for the 
unusual success and progress he is enjoying today. Success is in perspective. For 
example, you would think that Elizabeth was barren until you notice that John the Baptist 
must be the forerunner of Jesus; he must be about six months older than Jesus (Luke 1:5-
17). Elizabeth's 'success' in having a baby was tied to Mary's time of conception and 
delivery. 

Hannah would not have paid attention to the mockery of Peninnah and others if she 
realized that God was preparing her womb for the next prophetic agenda; while Hannah 
was waiting, Samuel's birth was in the pipeline (1 Samuel 1:6, 20). This is why you must 
not allow what people say to you to affect you. Know where you are with God and what 
He's doing with you per time. Success is simply making the required progress per time as 
it relates to God's unique purpose for your life. We cannot even judge anyone successful 
until we know what God has said or is saying concerning that person (Romans 14:4).

Monday
th

 5
July, 2021

I choose to follow God and His unique program for my life

Lord, help me to be contented and committed to what you are
doing with me per time in Jesus name.

Psalms 31:15, Ecclesiastes 3:11, 9:11, John 21:20-22
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DON'T JUST SAY, "I RECEIVE IT!"
James 2:17-26

“Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead”
James 2:17 

Recently, my daughter said this to me after a church service; "Daddy, I want to pass my 
exams; I want to score 60/60". I replied her, "fortunately, we prayed about success at the 
prayer meeting today". She responded, "Yes, and I said, 'I receive it" during the prayers. I 
helped her to balance it, "don't just say, 'I receive it'. You need to study very well too." She 
got the message.

Friend, don't just say, "I receive it!" You need to work too. The Church today is filled with 
a lot of people who are only saying, "I receive it" without adding the other ingredient of 
diligence. We now have pastors who would only pray for people without empowering 
them with wisdom principles that make for a life of success. 

Some people are disappointed at Church today. They feel that, "Church is a scam; we 
have not received practically all those stuff we have been 'receiving' in prayers". Church 
is not a scam. You may only have been taught wrongly or not taught at all. God is not a 
scam. His ways are plain and perfect for all to see (Hosea 6:3).  You need to be under the 
right pastoral leadership so that you can be exposed to a balanced understanding of God 
and the Christian life. You need the balance of Faith and Wisdom if you would manifest 
your ultimate destiny. With Faith you would say, "I receive it!", and with Wisdom, you 
would go out there to add the practical dimension that would fast track your receiving 
(Ecclesiastes 10:10, 15). 

"Any Faith that pushes all responsibility to God is an irresponsible Faith."  Our Faith is 
not only seen in what we say but in what we do. Supernatural does not mean "Super 
Spiritual". It actually means ‘Super’ and ‘Natural’. The Natural is what you do; the Super 
is the contribution of God to make your natural to become supernatural. What natural 
things are you doing to give expression to the contributions of God in your life? God will 
do the impossible, you will do the possible. Miracles are products of divinity and 
humanity. It is a function of obedience to divine instructions (John 2:5). 

Tuesday
th

 6
July, 2021

My faith delivers practical results; I choose to do the possible
while believing God to do the impossible

Lord, show me the natural things to do in order to connect with
your supernatural power, and help me to do it in Jesus name.

2 Kings 4:1-7, 7:1-16, John 5:1-9, 1 Corinthians 15:9-10
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WHAT DO YOU REALLY WANT?
Mark 11:22-24

“Therefore, I say to you, whatever things you desire, when you pray,
believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”

Mark 11:24 

A young graduate was asked by a visiting minister in a Church, "what do you want? 
What are you doing at the moment?" His response startled everyone. He said, "I'm a 
student." People shouted at him, out of love; "you are not a student, but a graduate 
looking for job."  He was prayed for and he got a fantastic job not long after that 
time.

Friend, what do you really want? Specificity is the secret of the Kingdom. Nothing 
becomes dynamic unless it is specific.  You must not be vague in your pursuits and 
requests. Did you notice that Jesus often asked people, "what do you want me to do 
for you" (Matthew 20:30-34)? The omniscient God should know what people want, 
but He wants to be sure that you really want what you want. He will not force stuff 
on you. You need to show that you are interested by being specific. An Evangelist 
once ‘mistakenly’ healed a blind man.  But to his utter amazement, the mad man 
queried; “who told you to heal me?” He 'enjoyed' being a beggar. 

You need to give life permission to do you good. You need to give God permission 
to do what only He can do in your life.  You need to be specific. Don't just say, "I 
need a job." Be specific; what kind of job do you need? What kind of life partner do 
you need? What kind of car do you need? What do you really want? Being specific 
about what you want would help you to recognize and seize opportunities. A lot of 
opportunities are passing by you daily, your lack of specificity may be the reason 
you are missing them. Being specific is how you can "make the most of every 
opportunity" (Ephesians 5:16). What you don't define you cannot find. As you pray, 
don't be vague; be specific. Don't speak to just any mountain, identify your specific 
mountain and speak to it (Matthew 17:20, 21:21, Mark 11:23).

Wednesday
th

 7
July, 2021

Today, I walk in specificity, precision and accuracy. 

Father, I receive clarity of understanding for purposeful pursuit
in Jesus name.

1 Kings 3:5-13, Luke 18:1-8, James 4:1-3
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"DADDY, BEAT GRACE”
Ephesians 2:4-14

“For by grace you have been saved through faith and that not
of yourself; it is the gift of God...” 

Ephesians 2:8

One way my younger daughter tries to carry out a 'revenge' on her elder sister (Grace) is to 
ask me to beat her. She would often say, "Daddy, beat Grace" whenever they have had a 
disagreement. Sometimes I wonder if she knows that I'm Grace's Dad as much as I'm her 
own Dad. I cannot beat Grace.

Friend, how often do we ask or think that God should punish people simply because we 
don't like them or we have an issue with them? We fail to realize that God is not who we 
think; He is not man. He is a loving God. He wants to extend mercy to others as He has 
done to us (Ephesians 2:4-14, 1 Timothy 1:14-16).

You cannot use God to settle scores with people. Rather, God wants to use you to be an 
instrument of peace in a world full of evils. This is why we are admonished to "follow 
peace with all men and holiness without which no man will see the Lord" (Hebrews 12:14). 
This is the expectation of God over us as new creations. God expects us to be people of 
peace. He wants us to extend the same mercy that we have obtained to others. Rather than 
trying to 'use God' to cause people harm, God wants to use us to broker His peace with 
others. He wants us to live up to our identity as peace makers as the world needs the peace 
of God that passes all misunderstanding (Matthew 5:9, Romans 5:1-2, Ephesians 2:14).

On a flip note, I cannot beat Grace. Neither can you. A man that is legalistic will never 
understand the economy of Grace. He does not understand why God keeps blessing people 
he never considers to be deserving of His blessings. Listen, no matter how you try, you 
cannot beat Grace. You cannot compete with a man enjoying Grace. "But by the grace of 
God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain..." (1 
Corinthians 15:10). This should be the confession of every child of God. You are what you 
are by God's Grace; God's hands extended in your favour. We must live conscious of this 
truth and tap into it. No man can beat Grace. May you enjoy Grace today!

Thursday
th

 8
July, 2021

I walk in the love of God towards people; I choose to be an
instrument of peace in my generation.

Father, uproot every seed of hatred in me; let your love
overwhelm me in Jesus name.

Luke 15: 11-31, Ephesians 3:14-20, Titus 2:11
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HOW TO SURVIVE THE TIMES
2 Kings 6:24-30

“And he said, “If the LORD does not help you, where can I find
help for you? From the threshing floor or from the winepress..?””

2 Kings 6:27 

I was ministering to our men in Church the other day, and I began to share with them 
about the demands that an average male is faced with. Expectations are high, 
responsibilities are calling and there are pressures both from within and without. I told 
them; "you need help to function effectively as a man, or any other person for that 
matter.”

Friend, life can be overwhelming, particularly when we have not located ourselves in 
God and in His presence (Psalms 61:2). It is normal for people to be overwhelmed 
with lots of stuff as we move to the end of the age. But you need to do what David did; 
cry out to God! "If you don't know what to do, you should know where to go." Quite 
sadly, a lot of people go to the wrong places looking for help. 

There are times when the people you think are well positioned enough to help you 
need help themselves. This is why you must know how to turn to God from whom you 
would get definite direction as to what to do. I love the sincerity of the King of Israel 
when he said; "...If the LORD does not help you, where shall I help you...?" (2 Kings 
6:27). If the Lord does not help you, no man can help you. The earlier you realize this, 
the better. God is the One who helps and does not need help, the people you are 
running to also need help. God is the inexhaustible One; He is omnipotent. He has the 
capacity to contain your pressures and sort out your confusions.

God supplies you help by leading you to the rock that is higher than you. He takes you 
higher in understanding and supplies you the right perspective. Where you are 
determines what you see. The higher you climb the clearer the view and the easier it is 
to see the provisions of God (Genesis 22:14). This season, climb higher in intimacy 
with God and you would stay on top of life's demands. You will succeed!

Friday
th

 9
July, 2021

I find my place in God; I am marvelously helped this season.

Lord, show me your marvelous help this season. I choose to
let go of my personal efforts and struggles in Jesus name. 

1 Corinthians 10:13, James 1:1-5, Hebrews 4:15-16
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NOBODY CAN USE YOU
Matthew 4:19

“Then He said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
Matthew 4:19 

When people pass through our ministry, particularly those who are very involved in what we 
do, their testimony is always that of appreciation; "Pastor, thank you for the privilege of 
serving in Church. What I have become under the ministry is helping me greatly where I am 
today." These are people who understand service. They see it as a platform for making, and 
not just being used.

Friend, nobody can use you, not even God! God makes people through the instrumentality 
of service. This was why Jesus said, "follow me and I will make you..." (Matthew 4:19). The 
difference between being made and being used is perspective. While someone sees the 
demands of service as a making process, another sees it as being used.

You must not live life with this popular mentality of "use and dump"; the thinking that you 
only contributed to a person, a place or a venture with nothing to show for it. You need to 
realize that the greatest reward for service or involvement in any worthwhile venture is not 
what you get but who you become. What you are becoming is more important than what you 
are getting. Perhaps, as a young lady, you are staying with an aunt and doing all the chores in 
the house; don't think you are being used; you are actually being made - into a wife, a home 
maker. If at your place of work, everything revolves around you and you seem to be doing 
more than you are paid, don't worry; you are being made, not used. You are developing into a 
business owner. Are you the ‘errand boy’ in Church? Ask Timothy how he became a Bishop 
(Acts 16:1-3, Philippians 2:19-22)!

When David was abandoned in the wilderness to take care of his father's sheep, the brothers 
might have thought that they were using him without realizing that they were actually 
helping him to develop his leadership and shepherding skills (1 Samuel 16:11-13, Psalms 
78:70-72). When you face life with the mindset of being made, you would stop complaining. 
You would stop attaching your worth and reward to what you are getting. You would start 
responding to who you are becoming.

Saturday
th

 10
July, 2021

I choose to see service as a platform for my making. I walk with
the right attitude and perspective.

Lord, make me! I submit myself to your making process in
Jesus name.

Luke 17:7-10, Acts 13:36, Philippians 2:24-30
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GOD IS THE REWARDER (1) 
Genesis 15:1-6

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying,
“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.

Genesis 15:1 

There are times of the year where organizations give a lot of freebies here and there. Most 
companies use the opportunity to reward their loyal customers. Some companies also 
reward their staff with special bonuses as a way to appreciate their contributions. Really, 
there is the reality of rewards.

Friend, if human beings have reward system, don't you think that God has one, and is more 
reliable? It is true that we are not serving God for reward but it is also true that we serve a 
God who rewards those who diligently seek Him (Hebrews 11:6). He does not just reward, 
He is a rewarder; that is who He is.

Knowing God has your rewarder is, perhaps, one of the highest revelations of God you can 
ever have (Genesis 15:1). You need to see God as your reward; your exceedingly great 
reward. God does not only reward us with things, He rewards us with Himself. Like 
Abraham, many of us are still asking God for a reward when He has given Himself to us as 
our reward. Despite having God as his reward, Abraham was still asking God, "What will 
you give me since I go childless” (Genesis 15:2)? That revelation had not dawned on him 
yet. He was still obsessed with his needs without realizing that God was all he needed to 
have all his needs met.

I love the understanding that David had when he said, "The LORD is the portion of my 
inheritance and of my cup: You maintain my lot" (Psalms 16:5). As far as David was 
concerned, God is his portion, his reward. It was this understanding that made him to know 
that his lot in life is maintained. One version says it this way; "God is the maintainer of my 
destiny..." God is the maintainer of your destiny. This understanding must dawn on you as 
you go through life. You cannot be stranded. You are not serving God for nothing. He does 
not owe any man. The problem, most times, is that we do not see Him as our reward. We 
get distracted by what we don't have without realizing Who we have.

Sunday
th

 11
July, 2021

God maintains my destiny, I cannot be stranded

Lord, thank you for being my reward and my rewarder; with
you I have everything.

Matthew 6:25-34, Ephesians 6:8, Hebrews 11:1-6
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GOD IS THE REWARDER (2) 
Galatians 6:9 

And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due
season we shall reap If we do not lose heart.

Galatians 6:9 

One of my motivations for service is this truth about divine rewards; "human beings can 
only criticize you, they cannot judge you, they can only applaud you, they cannot reward 
you. You must live your life in the audience of One (God)". This truth is worth paying 
attention to today.

Friend, human beings can only give you award, but true reward comes from God. The 
truth is, nobody can reward you. They can pay you a salary, an allowance or even bring 
stuff to appreciate you, but that is not the same as reward. Reward is beyond salary. It is 
beyond words of appreciation or commendation.

God is the rewarder. Reward is a divine response to your life of service to God and 
humanity. This is why in the new covenant law of work and service, we are told to look 
unto God as our rewarder. Even in secular work, we are reminded that we serve the Lord 
Christ (Colossians 3:24). We only serve God through people, places and things. We must 
not lose focus of that. Whatever we do must be done as unto the Lord, not man (Galatians 
6:7-8). Perhaps, the reason so many people are disappointed today, with their Boss, 
Church, friends etc., is because they are looking in the wrong direction for rewards. God 
is the rewarder.

Most times, God will reward us in places, with things and at times we don't expect. God's 
reward is not always monetary. A good wife, marriage or family is a reward (Psalms 
128:1-6). Unprecedented favour is a reward. Deliverance from accidents and evils is a 
reward. You must look beyond money. God does not owe any man. God may not reward 
you immediately, but He would reward you ultimately. There are some good things we do 
that go to wait for us in our future; when they are most needed (Esther 6:1-11). Don’t 
conclude yet that God or life has cheated you. Stay motivated. Use every available 
opportunity you have to create a future of harvests of rewards for yourself (Genesis 8:22, 
Galatians 6:7, 9).

Monday
th

 12
July, 2021

I focus on God as my rewarder today

Lord, help me to follow and serve you wholeheartedly in
Jesus name.

Esther 2:21-23, 6:1-11, Mark 10:28-30
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LIFE IS SPIRITUAL
Romans 12:11

Not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.
Romans 12:11

It was shocking to receive the news of the demise of a first class king in our dear state. The 
news had it that he was killed by some unknown gunmen on his way from a meeting. While 
commenting on his death, I heard someone said, "A first class king like that should have 
some spiritual power to defend him against such attacks; he should not think he would enjoy 
life in such a position without some empowerment.”

Friend, life is spiritual. It takes some form of empowerment to reign as a king in your sphere 
of operation. I once listened to a teaching where the speaker said, "The days we are in is so 
dark that Church members need to be as spiritual as their pastors if they hope to survive. 
Gone are the days of 'pastor please, remember me in your prayers'".

Quite sadly, the more dangerous the days we are in is, the more careless people seem to be, 
even believers. It is not ordinary that the scriptures read that, "The LORD shall send the rod 
of your strength out of Zion: rule in the midst of your enemies" (Psalms 110:2). There is an 
empowerment that causes a man to rule in the midst of enemies. The kind of table (of 
greatness) that God is setting before some of us would have to be in the presence of our 
enemies (Psalms 23:5). If you must eat and enjoy greatness in such a hostile environment, it 
must be because of the confidence you have in your spiritual backing. Before God can set 
you up for a rising, He would first dig you deep in empowerment.

For every seat that God gives you among men, He would necessarily give you a higher seat 
in the realm of the spirit where you would actually be ruling from. Your job is to identify that 
seat, service the spiritual side of that position and make sure you function from there. Don't 
play the normal or natural with life and people; life is spiritual. Don’t ever say that you are 
not called into a 'spiritual assignment'; every platform is spiritual, be it business, politics, 
career or Church. The spiritual controls the physical. This was the secret of Daniel (Daniel 
2:16-19, 6:10). Don't joke with prayers. Don't be word bankrupt. Don't trivialize pastoral 
and local Church ministry. Stay fervent in the spirit as you carry God to your spheres of 
operation (Romans 12:11).

Tuesday
th

 13
July, 2021

I walk in sensitivity and dominion today and always

Lord, I receive special empowerment to dominate my sphere
and rule in my world in Jesus name.

1 Corinthians 12:1, 2 Corinthians 10:3-6, Ephesians 6:10-18
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TAKE WHAT IS YOURS
Joshua 18:1-3

But there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes
which had not yet received their inheritance.

Joshua 18:2 

My younger daughter has this audacity with which she asks for what is hers. We 
have taught them to be free to speak up when necessary. There was a day I left 
some food for her to take. As she stepped into the house, she asked; "Daddy, can I 
take it?" Her audacity reminds me of how we ought to live as Christians.

Friend, you need to take what is yours in Christ. Like it was in the days of Joshua, 
we have quite a lot of Christians who have not stepped into what is theirs in Christ. 
Some talk about it, preach and even dance about it, but are not living in the reality 
of it.

It is one thing to have been given something; it is another to step into it. The truth 
is, in Christ, all that pertains to life and godliness has been made ours, potentially 
(2 Peter 1:3). But the question is, "How many of such inheritances are going to be 
yours practically?" To take what is yours, you need a posture of earnestness and 
diligence powered by revelation, and also a fighting spirit (Deuteronomy 2:24). 
"...How long are you slack to go to possess the land, which the LORD God of your 
fathers has given you?" (Joshua 18:3). The problem here was not lack of 
understanding; it was that they were slack in possessing it. 
 
You must not be slothful, else you miss your slot in life, and to deal with a slack 
hand is to live in lack (Proverbs 10:4, Romans 12:11). You need to constantly 
remind yourself of all that Christ has received for you via His death and 
resurrection (Revelation 5:12). Search the word for your inheritance (Acts 
20:32). Rise in audacity of revelation, earnestness of action and the power of the 
Spirit to go possess them.

Wednesday
th

 14
July, 2021

I possess my possessions in Christ

Father, open my eyes to see what is mine in Christ and
empower me to possess them in Jesus name.

Luke 18:1-8, Acts 20:32, Ephesians 1:15-22
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GOD CAN BE TRUSTED
Psalms 27:10

When my father and my mother forsake me, then the
LORD will take care of me.

Psalms 27:10 

We were on our way out the other day when my daughter said, "I want Bread." My 
response was simple, "Don't worry, we would get it on our way back." That assuring 
statement quieted her. True to my word, I made sure we got the bread. I could see the 
satisfaction in her eyes as she ate the bread.

Friend, God can be trusted. Over the years, we have trained our children to trust us; 
this way, we want them to know that God can be trusted. Actually, God wants parents 
to model the fatherhood of God to their children. Really, we don't know the damage 
we do to these innocent ones when we don't stay true to our words.

Unlike some of our earthly parents, God can be trusted for, at least, two reasons; He is 
all knowing and all powerful. The challenge sometimes with our earthly parents is 
that they may be sincere and willing but lack the ability. Or they may be faced with 
situations beyond their control. This is unlike God. If an earthly parent like me would 
go all the way to ensure that I fulfil my promise; how much more God (Matthew 
7:11)? For some people, the experiences they had with their earthly parents have 
punctured their faith walk. A lot of people have been disappointed, some have been 
abused, and quite a lot have been forsaken.

It does not matter the experiences you have had with your earthy parents, and even 
people generally, you must always remember that God is not man. He will not forsake 
or forget you. You have been engraved in the palms of His hands (Psalms 27:10, Isaiah 
49:15-16). Your confident trust in God must rest on this truth. God can be trusted. He 
is willing. He is able. He is ready. He is faithful. He is loving. Learn to trust God more 
than ever before. Shift your focus from the disappointments from men to the 
faithfulness of God. God can be trusted.

Thursday
th

 15
July, 2021

Father, help me to understand your fatherhood and to trust you

Father, open my eyes to see what is mine in Christ and
empower me to possess them in Jesus name.

Romans 8:31-37, Ephesians 3:14-20, 2 Timothy 2:13
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HOW TO 'LOOT' A PALLIATIVE
Ecclesiastes 5:9

Moreover the profit of the land is for all;
even the king is served from the field.

Ecclesiastes 5:9

The passion with which some Nigerians looted palliative warehouses that year was 
amazing. Everyone looked for a warehouse around them to bugle. The mentality was 
that the palliative stored in such places belonged to them. After all, it is 'our' common 
wealth, they must have thought. While we may condemn, in strong terms, such 
unpatriotic acts from these Nigerians, we need to also learn the positive side to the 
story; the understanding that “the profit of the earth is for all.”  The way and manner in 
which we go about it is what needs to be considered. 

Friend, there is a legitimate (scriptural) way to get your portion on the earth. The profit 
of the earth is for all; not only for some people (Ecclesiastes 5:9). Everyone placed 
here on earth by God has the right to the produce or profit of the earth. We only need to 
learn how to take our portion.

We must stop thinking that God has favoured some people above us; the same God is 
rich over all, and there is no partiality with God (Acts 10:34, Romans 2:11, 10:12). 
Thus, if some people seem to be having a better share of the resources on the earth, 
they must have learnt what we have not learnt. We need to know how to go to the city 
(Ecclesiastes 10:15). The law of seed time and harvest has been placed on the earth by 
God to ensure that you get your portion in life (Genesis 8:22). If you don't like your 
harvest (in business, ministry, career, finance etc.), change your seed!

"...Even the king himself is served by the field” (Ecclesiastes 5:9b). You need to get 
into the right positions if you would get your portion on the earth. Be a king in your 
sphere of operation. The truth is, those at the top get the lion share. Get to the highest 
position possible in your field by increasing your value and productivity. This is God's 
will for you. You are not meant to be fed with crumbs but to dine with kings (Proverbs 
22:29, Luke 16:21).

Friday

th
 16
July, 2021

I refuse to be fed with crumbs; I take my portion of the best 

Lord, open my eyes to see the provisions you have made
available for me and help me to appropriate them in Jesus name.

Psalms 37:22-26, Ecclesiastes 10:5-7, Acts 20:32
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YOU NEED EXTRA OIL
Matthew 25:1-13

But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be
enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell,

and buy for yourselves’
Matthew 25:9 

Recently, I was having a conversation with my dear wife when I told her, "You won't know 
the importance of an extra tyre until you have a flat tyre on a lonely road." Successful 
people don't live with the assumption that "extra tyre" is not needed. They prepare for the 
unexpected.

Friend, life will always demand more than you think. This is why you need extra oil at 
every juncture of your life. You must not live life on assumption or sheer neglect of 
critical matters and skills. Life must be lived intentionally. You must be proactive, not 
reactive. If you are trying to be ready when you are supposed to be ready, you are already 
late.

From the popular story of the 10 virgins, we see that in life, there would be people who 
live life preparing for the unexpected while others would just wait for things to happen 
and then enter into emergency mode (Matthew 25:3). This is how the scriptures define 
wisdom; the ability to see and prepare ahead. We can draw a few other lessons from the 
above story; first is that all of them were virgins, which can mean, holy, born again, 
Christians etc. This tells us that being born again is not enough. There is a wisdom 
dimension to our Christian living that positions us at a place of advantage (Proverbs 4:7).

The five foolish virgins knew where the oil was sold, they only refused to buy. This is how 
some people live their lives. They know what to do to succeed; they simply live in neglect 
or denial of the same. Don't watch other people make significant investments into their 
tomorrow while you only coast along "believing God" that all will be well. Getting extra 
oil is personal. The best someone can do is to encourage you but you have got to "go to 
those who sell and buy for yourself..." (Matthew 25:9). The foolish virgins were living 
with an entitlement mentality; thinking that other people's success or blessing would 
automatically be theirs. Don't live like that. Leverage relationships but take personal 
responsibility. 

Saturday

th
 17
July, 2021

I am an extra-miler; I go the distance in life and destiny

Father, help me to always carry the extra wherever I go and in
whatever I do in Jesus name. 

Proverbs 24:10, Luke 22:31-32, 1 Corinthians 15:9-10
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EXTRA OIL; THE POWER OF TIMELY DECISIONS

1 Chronicles 12:32

Of the sons of Issachar who had understanding of the times,
to know what Israel ought to do...

1 Chronicles 12:32

Yesterday, I was sharing about "the 10 virgins" emphasizing how the 5 wise virgins 
prepared for the long haul. One other thing to note about the story is that, even though the 
foolish virgins tried looking for oil when they needed it, it was already late. Their decision 
was not timely.

Friend, wisdom is 20% decision and 80% timing. This is why we need the grace of 
sensitivity to God's timing for our lives and destiny (1 Chronicles 12:32). There is a 
difference between someone who decided to give his life to Christ at 17 and another who 
did at 71; the timing makes the difference. When decisions are delayed destiny is delayed 
and destiny delay is the devil's delight.

It is one thing to have a great destiny; it is another thing to back it up with great decision. 
Actually, the size of your destiny is determined by the quality and promptness of your 
decision. In God, you have got a great destiny, but you need timely decisions to move you 
into the fulfilment of the same (Ecclesiastes 9:11). The life of Ephraim is instructive as far 
as destiny decision is concerned. By divine ordination, Ephraim was placed ahead of 
Manasseh for the prophetic blessing (Genesis 48:13-20). It is however unfortunate to 
know that Ephraim did not turn out well despite what God did on his behalf; his decision 
marred his destiny (Hosea 4:17, 9:13).

"Ephraim’s people will be in pain like a woman who is having a baby. They are very silly! 
They are like a child inside a woman. It is time for the child to come out. But the child does 
not come out at the right time" (Hosea 13:13 Easy English Version).  This was the 
undoing of Ephraim; he could not make the right decision at critical moment in destiny. 
What are the critical decisions for you at this time? It may be to recommit your life to God 
and live for Him. It could be to allow God access in your marital choice. For some, God 
might have been stirring your heart to go into ministry, full time. Whatever the decision 
is; receive grace to make it a timely one. 

Sunday

th
 18
July, 2021

I make timely decisions; I am in time and on time in destiny 

Lord, I come against every spirit of procrastination in and
around my life in Jesus name. 

Psalms 90:12, Ecclesiastes 9:11-12, Ephesians 5:15-17
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A SON OF CONSOLATION
Acts 4:36-37

And Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostle (which is translated
Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus, having land, sold it,

and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
Acts 4:36-37

I received a call from him that day. He asked, "Pastor, what's the total cost of the project 
you announced in Church the other day?" I told him the amount. The next day, I received 
a credit alert of the exact amount from him. I knew it must have been a sacrifice for him. 
He went the extra mile. He is a son of consolation.

Friend, God is looking for "Sons and Daughters of Consolation" today.  These are people 
who would go the extra mile for the Kingdom. They serve as sources of help and 
encouragement to Kingdom leaders. People like these occupy a special place in the heart 
of God and in the Kingdom. They are responsible for pushing God's work where and 
when it matters most (Philippians 2:20-30).

Several people gave and laboured to push the early Church forward, but there was 
someone who was singled out for recognition (Acts 4:36-37). I believe it was not just 
what Joses did that day that gave him the recognition, since other people also sold lands 
and gave. It was because that was his way of life; beyond the giving, he has been a son of 
consolation to the Apostles. They had to give him that name. It was a testimony of his life 
of service and sacrifice. Let me ask you, "What does your pastor call you, either in his 
heart or verbally; a son of consolation or discouragement?”

Ministry is already demanding; don't add to your pastor's pain. Your pastor can either 
pastor you in joy or in pain. This is the burden of spiritual leadership; we go all the way for 
people no matter who they are or what they do. But you have got to make up your mind 
that you would be pastored in joy and not in pain (Hebrews 13:17). I want you to readjust 
your posture towards the work that God has given your Church and pastor to do. Make 
your contributions; go the extra mile. It is not enough to expect big from your pastor, you 
need to also surprise him with your big commitment. Like the men of David, encourage 
your pastor by going the extra mile in your giving and commitment (2 Samuel 23:15-16).

Monday

th
 19
July, 2021

I am a son of consolation; I bring joy to the heart of God and
my leaders

Father, forgive me wherever I have brought pain to your heart and that of my
leaders. I receive grace to be a son of consolation from henceforth in Jesus name

Luke 8:1-3, 2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 2 Timothy 4:14-17 
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THE MIRACLE OF MERCY
James 2:13

For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy.
Mercy triumphs over judgment.

James 2:13 

An associate of a renowned man of God tried to eavesdrop on his prayers to check what the 
content was; and to learn the secret of his exploits in ministry. To his surprise, the man of 
God was simply crying, "Mercy, Lord!" all through his prayer time. He must have learnt 
something about MERCY.

Friend, Mercy is a critical requirement for the fulfilment of destiny. God has planned that 
you would not become what you have been ordained to become without it; we all need the 
margin of mercy. Perhaps, David became great because of "the sure mercies of David" 
(Isaiah 55:3, Acts 13:34). 

Contrary to what some people might think, mercy is not only meant for those who have 
done wrong. Someone might have assumed that the renowned man of God was probably 
living in sin to have been crying for mercy. Mercy is not only for the weak and sinful, it is 
also for the strong and saintly. It is for those who have learnt to yield their strength and 
weakness to God (2 Corinthians 12:10). We must never posture as though we would get 
ahead in life based on merit alone; merit is good, but mercy is better because the best of 
man is still man in itself. In Christ, we are vessels of mercy; God has made provision for 
mercy so we can achieve beyond what our best efforts can afford us (Romans 9:15-16, 23).

Whereas Justice is getting what you deserve, Grace is getting what you don't deserve but 
mercy is NOT getting what you deserve. If not for Christ, we deserved judgment and 
punishment, but mercy said "No!" because Christ took our place (Isaiah 53:3-5, James 
2:13). Aside salvation, There are a lot of bad stuff that we deserve but for the miracle of 
mercy. We have a daily package of mercy in God (Hebrews 4:16). God's mercies are new 
every morning (Lamentation 3:22-23). It is the answer to our weaknesses and 
insufficiencies. It is God's provision for miraculous living. Don't forget this; in Christ, God 
has shown you mercy (Ephesians 2:4-8).

Tuesday

th
 20
July, 2021

I am a vessel of mercy; I enjoy the miracles of mercy everyday 

Father, thank you for your love and your mercy over my life

2 Samuel 9:1-13, Psalms 118:1-4, Luke 15:11-32 
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IT'S NOT YET OVER
Micah 7:8

Do not rejoice over me, my enemy; when I fall, I will rise;
when I sit in darkness; The LORD will be a light to me.

Micah 7:8 

Perhaps, an average Nigerian older adult would remember vividly the football match 
between the Super Eagles of Nigeria and the Brazilian football team. At the first half 
through to the major part of the second half, Nigeria was three goals down. Then all of 
a sudden, the table turned; the Nigerian team equalized and went on to win the match, 
4-3.
Friend, God specializes in bringing a major comeback out of horrible setback. When 
the enemy thinks he has done his worst, God brings out His joker; He causes you to 
laugh last. He does unto you better than at your beginnings (Ezekiel 36:11).

It is not over until you win. No matter where you are at the moment, no matter how life 
has dealt with you this year, no matter what you have lost, no matter what you are 
currently going through; always remind yourself that it is not over yet. The table is 
turning in your favour. What you call the end is only a bend. There is light at the end of 
the tunnel. You need to work on your attitude this season. This is not time to be down. 
It is not time to be moody or discouraged. It is not time to be negative. It is time to keep 
hopes alive. I know there are things you have ‘faithed’ since the year began, they seem 
far-fetched. Perhaps, God is reserving the best for the later part of this year for you 
(Job 8:7, John 2:10). 

You need to see what God is doing, not what the devil is doing (Isaiah 43:18-19, 
Micah 7:8). Don't give the devil chance to rejoice over you. He wants you to agree that 
things would go worse. God wants you to keep hopes alive because your best days are 
still out in front of you (Jeremiah 29:11). There are no hopeless situations; there are 
only people who are hopeless about situations. Like David, keep believing that you 
would see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living (Psalms 27:13). Go back 
to what God told you earlier. Gain the right perspective in worship and intimacy. It is 
not over until you win!

Wednesday

st
 21
July, 2021

I’m not giving up. I’m not down. I’m up and running.

Lord, quicken me this season, strengthen my heart in you;
help me to keep trusting you. Amen.

1 Samuel 30:1-8, Proverbs 24:10, 1 Corinthians 10:13
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THE DAILY LIFE SECRET (1)
Psalms 68:19 7:8

Blessed be the Lord, who daily loads us with benefits,
the God of our salvation!

Psalms 68:19 

“The secret of your success is hidden in your daily routine”, says Dr Mike Murdock. The 
Daily Life Secret was a revelation that God gave me as I was teaching in one of our 
Built2Last Conferences years ago. It goes thus: If you would master your entire life then 
you must master each day of your life. Every second counts! 

Friend, your entire life is a cumulative effect of the individual days of your life; 365 days 
make 1 year! This is the secret to a life of fulfilment. I call it; Daily Life Secret. Some 
people definitely are busy wasting away every day. Some are failing every day. When you 
see a man that failed, it was not actually the day that people saw him fail that he failed; he 
has been failing every day. 

If you see a man that fell into sin, it was not that day that he fell into sin that he actually fell; 
he has been 'falling' every day. If you see a man that lost his spiritual fervency ‘suddenly’; 
it's not sudden, he has been losing it every day. If you see a man that succeeded in life, it’s 
not that day that he succeeded; he has been succeeding every day. I want to help you make 
each of your days in life to count by doing things that will ensure maximum and productive 
use of your time daily. God helped me to understand this principle early in life and it’s 
paying off now. 

While some of us are planning long term the devil is planning both long term and short 
term. While some are projecting into 2 months or there about, the devil is projecting into 2 
hours. He seems to be saying, "What can I do within 24 hours that will mar this person’s 
destiny?" While you are saying, "I missed my quiet time today, it doesn’t matter", the devil 
is saying, "Okay, only today?" Let’s make sure that he misses it tomorrow and next.” Our 
God is a daily God (Psalms 68:19). If you catch this revelation, then your life is settled. 
The benefits or blessings of God come to you daily. Whatever God will do for you in the 
course of your entire life, He will be doing them day by day. This is why you must learn to 
number your days so you can gain a heart of wisdom (Psalms 90:12).

Thursday

nd 22
July, 2021

I fulfil my destiny daily

Lord, help me to see each day of my life in the light of purpose
and destiny in Jesus name. 

2 Samuel 3:1, Psalms 19:2, Hebrews 3:13
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THE DAILY LIFE SECRET (2)
Mark 1:35

Now in the morning, having risen along while before
daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary place;

and there He prayed.
Mark 1:35 

There is one truth I always like to share with folks in Church and conferences; "A 
Christian who prays 30 minutes daily would be stronger in spirit than one who only 
prays for 6 hours at a stretch, just once a week". The strength of your Christianity lies 
in its daily practise.

Friend, there is something about servicing the spiritual side of your life on a daily 
basis. The devil’s goal is to take away your daily sacrifice (Daniel 11:31). 
What is your daily sacrifice? It is what you do daily to service the spiritual side of your 
life. While you are waiting to have a work-free day so you can have personal retreat or 
vigil, the devil would say, "that one is too far, let me see how I can destroy each of your 
days." The devil's operation is daily so why wait a week or for some special time to 
engage God? In Leviticus, the instruction given to the priests was that the fire on the 
altar must not go out (Leviticus 6:12). The priest must burn wood on the altar every 
morning. Every priest must be diligent; he must not be a lazy man. Before God can 
enlist somebody as a priest, he must have attested to the person’s diligence and 
discipline.

As New Testament priests, we must be disciplined enough to engage in daily spiritual 
sacrifices; we must burn fresh wood of prayers, worship and the word on our altars 
daily (1 Peter 2:9, 2:5, Revelation 1:6). We must wake up early to hear what God has 
to say, daily (Psalms 19:2). Like Jesus, God wants to waken you up morning by 
morning (Isaiah 50:4, Mark 1:35).  Daily investment into our walk with the Lord is 
what provides an atmosphere for the supernatural in our lives. Something must leave 
you to God daily if the blessings that God has ordained for each day would not elude 
you. This is why you must not allow the devil to take away your daily sacrifice. You 
need to leverage God's grace daily to live a life of discipline and spiritual fervency 
(Daniel 11:31, Romans 12:11).

Friday

rd 23
July, 2021

I make daily deposits into the bank of my destiny

Lord, I come against spiritual slackness, sluggishness and
indiscipline in Jesus name

Psalms 68:19, 1 Timothy 4:12-16, 2 Timothy 2:15-17
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THE DAILY LIFE SECRET (3)
1Timothy 4:6-16

For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things,
having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come.

1 Timothy 4:8 

I remember those days while growing up, we would attempt some weight lifting exercise. 
Then after a day or two, we would start checking our muscles. Most times, we would feel 
disappointed that nothing is showing. What we failed to realize is that growth does not 
happen in a day, it happens daily.

Friend, you need to realize that what you would become ultimately is a function of what you 
do daily. This is what The Daily Life Secret is about; it is staying committed to a daily life of 
progress. "Successful people do daily, what others do occasionally. They do by commitment 
what others do by convenience." This is perhaps another profound statement that has 
impacted me greatly. 

Prayers are avenues to build your spiritual muscles. It is a daily training that every believer 
must get involved in. You are as built as your prayer life. Your spiritual strength is directly 
proportional to your daily life of prayer. Truly, “seven prayerless days make one weak.” Just 
like you don't visit a gym once in a while and expect your muscle to be built, you don't pray 
when you feel like and wonder while you are weak. One of the secrets to a glorious destiny is 
to learn to build up. For example, when you pray in the Holy Spirit, you build up your 
spiritual muscles (Jude 1:20). While some are building superstructures (edifices) through 
prayers, others are building mud houses. The difference will show in later years.

Prayer is an investment into the future that must be daily; it is a building. It is superior to 
physical exercise as it secures both the present and the future (1Timothy 4:7-8). If athletes 
get results from their daily builds, we would get something better from daily prayers and 
other spiritual activities. This is our work as New Testament priests; we are being built up a 
spiritual house as we offer spiritual sacrifices pleasing to God (1 Peter 2:5). Make a special 
commitment to a daily life of prayers. No matter what happens, prayers must not be reduced 
but increased (Acts 6:4). Gist can reduce. Social media engagement can go down. Sleep, 
food etc. can reduce; but not prayer. This is a time to go deeper, wider, higher and faster in 
prayers (Galatians 6:7-8).

Saturday

th 24
July, 2021

I am a man of prayers, and I commit to a life of prayers, daily

Father, baptize me afresh with a passion for prayers in
Jesus name 

Daniel 6:10-11, Matthew 26:36-41, Mark 11:15-17
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YOU DESERVE TO BE HAPPY
Psalms 118:24

This is the day the LORD has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.
Psalms 118:24

I noticed my daughter was unusually happy. Normally, she's the happy and excited type. 
But this time, it was on another level. Before I could finish my wonder, she said to me, 
"Dad, I'm just very happy today, I don't know why." I responded, "Dear, you deserve to be 
happy. Don't stop being happy.”

Dear friend, you deserve to be happy. Don't stop being happy! "This is the day that the 
LORD has made. We will be happy in it, we will be very happy" (Psalms 118:24). This is 
another Daily Life Secret that I want to share with you today. Everyday has been designed 
by God to be a day of joy and rejoicing. This is another day to be very happy!

Until the devil steals your joy, He has not stolen anything yet. Listen, it does not matter 
what you have lost, what you don't have or what anyone does to you, you need to be happy. 
You have the right to joy. Your joy is unstoppable. It is a choice. I know there are times 
when you don't feel happy, but you also need to know that, in this Kingdom, we don't 
follow our feeling; we follow our conviction (2 Corinthians 5:7). Every day is God's day, 
not the devil’s day, and the code is joy (Isaiah 12:3, Romans 14:17). Don't wait for things to 
happen before you are joyful; be joyful so that (great) things can happen. When joy 
withers, things fall apart; joy is your password to harvests (Joel 1:12).

Whereas happiness may depend on happenings, joy is a fruit of the Spirit. It is in your 
recreated human spirit (Galatians 5:22). You need to bring it out; you need to rejoice. It is 
in you. You don't need the permission of anyone to do this. It is your choice. One way to 
confuse and frustrate the devil is to be full of joy when things are not happening the way 
you expect them (1 Peter 1:8). The devil wants you to do the direct opposite. Keep your joy 
high. There is harvest in front of you. There is victory on the horizon. The glory of God is 
about to be revealed in your life. The joy of the Lord is your strength (Nehemiah 8:10). It is 
your secret to finishing strong this season. Let your life be ruled by your conviction, not 
your circumstances.

Sunday

th 25
July, 2021

I am full of joy and I express it every day and everywhere

Lord, I receive grace to live a life of joy, daily in Jesus name

Genesis 40:1-8, Philippians 4:4, James 1:1-5



27

UNDERSTANDING LIFE
James 4:14

…For what is your life? It is even a vapour that
appears for a little time and then vanishes away.

James 4:14

One of the books that have imparted me the most is The Purpose-driven Life by Rick 
Warren. In that book, I learnt how to align myself with divine plan as I ensure that what is 
driving me is nothing else but God's purpose for my life. It helped me to understand life.

Friend, you need to understand life. Life is a donation, an endowment, an opportunity, a 
space, an allowance that God grants a man to carry out the purpose for which he is created. 
According to Rick Warren (Purpose Driven Life), we must see life as a Test, a Trust, and as 
a Temporary Assignment.

Life is a Test. God tests our hearts, our motives, our actions and reactions. He tests our 
responses to Him, to people and to things. God tests us with three basic things as we see in 
Luke 16:9-12. God tests us with small things; the way we handle small stuff is a reflection 
of where we are going. If you are too big to do something small then you are too small to do 
something big (Zechariah 4:10). Are you interacting with something small presently in 
your life? Don’t despise it. It may be a “small” leadership position, a small salary, a little 
opportunity or what have you. Commit yourself to it and give your best. Small beginnings 
are periods to learn how to trust God. It’s an opportunity to see God practically lifting you 
from nothing to something. 

Days of smallness are days of training, a time to sharpen yourself and refine your gifts. It’s 
time to make whatever mistake you can make now in your little corner before you get to 
the global scene. Small beginning is a time to develop your inner life, your character. The 
second thing that God tests us with is what is not our own. This is the ownership test. 
Before we can be qualified to handle what is ours, God always tests us with someone else’s 
things to see how we will handle them. Finally, God tests us with the unrighteous 
mammon; money. The way we handle money speaks volume on whether or not we can 
qualify to handle “true riches” (Luke 16:11). Our attitude towards money shows the place 
we give God in our lives.

Monday

th 26
July, 2021

I walk in correct scriptural understanding about life

Father, help me to pass my tests with you in Jesus name

Genesis 22:1-18, Isaiah 51:1-2, 54:1-3, Job 8:7 
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A PREPARED PLACE FOR A PREPARED PEOPLE

John 14:1-6

In my Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so,
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

John 14:2 

"A prepared place for a prepared people"; I can remember vividly the feeling I had as 
I voiced this topic about two decades ago. That was my first opportunity to preach in 
Church. It was not a long sermon but I cannot forget it in a hurry. 

Friend, while it is true that God has prepared a great future for us, it is also true that He 
prepares us for what He has prepared for us (1 Corinthians 2:9). We need to great 
prepared for what has been prepared for us.
 
You have little or nothing to do about what God has prepared for you; it predates your 
birth and existence. But you do have a great deal of responsibility to get prepared for 
it. God is done preparing stuff for you. What He is doing now is preparing you for 
those things that He has prepared for you. This is the demand of destiny that all of us 
most embrace. Like the Potter, God is busy moulding and shaping us for the purposes 
that He has for us (Jeremiah 18:1-6). Our job is to submit ourselves and cooperate 
with Him so that we can turn out just the way He has planned (Ephesians 2:10). 

The seat of the Prime Minister had been prepared for Joseph before he was born but 
God had to take him through the processes that would ensure that when He steps on 
that platform he would maximally discharge the duties of his destiny (Genesis 39:1, 
41:46). The same goes for Esther, Daniel and the likes. What about you? Are you 
getting yourself ready for your ultimate manifestation? Stop worrying about your 
future; when to marry, get a good job, start the ministry or business etc.; start getting 
ready! Dig deep in prayers. Be rooted and grounded in the word of God. Develop 
sound character. Work on your competence. Acquire relevant skills. Build capacity. 
Get into the right posture for your position in life. Remember, when opportunity 
meets preparation success is inevitable.

Tuesday

th 27
July, 2021

I will not be unfit for my destiny of greatness

Father, mould me and make me for divine purpose in
Jesus name

Genesis 39:1-6, Luke 1:80, 2:46-52, 2 Peter 1:1-10  
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YOUR ADVANTAGE (1)
John 16:7-15

Nevertheless I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go
away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you;

but if I depart, I will send Him to you
John 16:7

I heard her speak in a language i have not known before. It sounded weird; i have not been 
used to such. I thought mum was not alright. I tried waking up my older siblings. She 
motioned with her hands to assure me all was well. Mum had just got baptized in the Holy 
Spirit right on her knees; it was in the middle of the night where she rises up to pray most 
times. Mum's encounter, in my preteen years, was my first initiation into the truth about 
the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the believers' life.

Friend, the Holy Spirit is real. He is not a theology or an idea; He is a person. He is not just 
an experience or an encounter (even though He brings those); He is a living entity, a 
personality, more real than the person beside you.. 

The Holy Spirit teaches and guides (John 16:13, 1 John 2:20, 27). My mum does not 
waste her precious time looking for lost things; she simply engages the Holy Spirit and 
like a magic (actually, miracle), they would surface; even things as little as a needle. My 
mum won't allow cockroaches and rats (let alone witches and wizards) have a field day in 
our then little apartment when she could engage the Holy Spirit. Her bother about, "when 
will xyz be back home?" after strolling out of the house, was taken away, as she learns to 
engage the Holy Spirit. In no time, the person surfaces and I would hear her say, "emi 
mimo e se o"; meaning, "Thank you Holy Spirit".

What about her business in those days? The Holy Spirit was a factor for her sales. She 
wouldn't get on the road to go buy stuff for her trade without consulting and engaging the 
Holy Spirit, and it showed in her purchases. My mum taught me how to do business 
profitably by the Spirit. What about her health? The Holy Spirit and the blood of Jesus 
were the "drugs" she was using those days, and she stayed healthy. I learnt, first hand, 
about the reality of the Holy Spirit through her even before I got to know the Lord 
personally or even get into the ministry. Now, I leverage the Holy Spirit for my daily life. 
He is my advantage; I can never be at a disadvantage!

Wednesday

th 28
July, 2021

The Holy Spirit is my advantage, I cannot be disadvantaged

Holy Spirit, have all of me and give me all of you. Amen.

John 14:16-19, 1 Corinthians 2:9-16, 1 John 2:20, 27 
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YOUR ADVANTAGE (2)
1 John 2:20

But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things.
1 John 2:20

We were in the midst of a major exam, a physics course for that matter. It was in my year two 
on campus. I had forgotten a formula without which I could not proceed with the question. I 
would miss the remaining questions too and may eventually fail the course, unless I did 
something fast. Cheating was not an option but the Holy Spirit was my advantage. Despite 
the tension in the hall, I took a break to pray in the Holy Spirit, and the answer was supplied. I 
passed the course with an excellent grade!

Friend, the greatest advantage you ever have in this world is not your certificate, your 
money, your location or your status; it is the Holy Spirit (John 16:7). You have got an 
advantage! Oh, how i wish you can grasp the length, breadth, height and depth of the 
operations of the Holy Spirit today and know how to deploy his power into every area of 
your life! This will be the end of all your struggles. 

You would succeed better in your career and business. Your headache about your children 
and family would be over. You would not allow small stuff in your life to bring you pain; you 
would turn them over to Him. Why would you live an ordinary life when you have got an 
extraordinary person on your inside (Psalms 82:5-7)? Why would you be disadvantaged 
when you have an advantage in the Holy Spirit? He is not in your for decoration or fun. He is 
beyond speaking in tongues. He is a person, an advantage. Someone you can and should 
bring into your life practically. Even the smallest details of your life are worth His 
involvement. Learn to listen to Him. 

Don't take decisions without consulting the Holy Spirit. Take to His leading and instructions 
(John 2:5). Don't do business with your sense, do it with the Spirit. Don't struggle the same 
way others are struggling, tap into supernatural intelligence by the Holy Spirit. Live a ‘PEP’ 
life. Live a Prophetic life; know things beyond the physical and before they happen. Live an 
Effective life; let the Holy Spirit show you where to deploy your energy and resources. Live 
a Productive life; achieve unusual results via His help. Take advantage of your advantage in 
the Holy Spirit and become all that God has ordained you to become.

Thursday

th 29
July, 2021

The Holy Spirit is my advantage, I cannot be disadvantaged

Holy Spirit, have all of me and give me all of you. Amen.

Deuteronomy 29:29, Daniel 2:16-22, John 6:1-6, Jude 1:20 
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BE CAREFUL WHO YOU LISTEN TO

Ecclesiastes 8:5

…And a wise man’s heart discerns both time and judgement
Ecclesiastes 8:5

Over a decade ago, I wrote my first book titled, "Leaders Arise". I remember that year, as I 
received the direction to write that book (it was the teaching materials that I had prepared for 
our Leaders Arise Conference that God instructed me to put into a book), someone very close to 
me told me, "Demola, don't write a book now, wait until you are big; wait until you are known." 
While this appeared to be a good counsel, I knew it was not a God counsel as my heart was 
troubled afterwards. I went ahead to write that book and it became a major turning point in my 
writing ministry and leadership journey.

Friend, you need to learn how to discern the right voices as you go through life (Psalms 85:8, 
Isaiah 30:21). You need to be careful what you hear, who you hear and how you hear (Mark 
4:24, Luke 8:18). While counsels are very important to our safety and progress in life, the 
wrong counsel can be the bane of our fulfilment in life and destiny. Some counsels are good (or 
look good), but are not God. We must hear god through people and not just listen to people.

What has God placed in your heart for this season of your life? What is that big dream, breath-
taking step that your heart has been stirred up to take for a while now? What are you doing with 
it? Who are you hearing? How are you hearing? While it is very important that you grow 
gradually into some things, you need to understand the place of timing (Ecclesiastes 9:11). You 
need to step into the waters of your destiny no matter how scary it may be. You don't have to 
wait until all the conditions are perfect. You don't have to wait until you have become known 
before you do what God is telling you to do. Big shots are simply small shots that kept shooting 
until they became big. 

God will not ask you to do what you cannot do. If you ever have a prompting for it, then it means 
you can do it; it means that God's grace has come for you to do it (Philippians 4:13). It means 
that God has arranged people and things to work together in your favour. Your hesitation will 
only postpone your miracle and short-change you in life and destiny. Not everybody is hearing 
what you are hearing, so don't listen to just anybody. You should listen to people to the extent 
that what they are saying aligns with what God has said or is saying to you. 

Friday

th 30
July, 2021

I open myself to the right counsel for my destiny

Lord, help me to discern your will for my life per time in
Jesus name.

1 Kings 12:1-16, Isaiah 11:1-3, Ephesians 5:15-17  
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THE POWER OF A BIG ASK
Psalms 2:7-8

Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance,
and the ends of the earth for Your possession.

Psalms 2:8

Recently, my older daughter celebrated her birthday anniversary. We were talking after the 
celebration when she told me, "Daddy, someone asked me what I wanted for my birthday, 
and I told her, I want chocolate and ice cream." Hear my response; "Daughter, whenever 
anyone asks you what you want; don't ask for small things, ask for big things. Don't ask for 
what you would eat and forget, ask for what will last." 

Friend, ask for big things. Ask for things that would last, not things that are temporal! Ask for 
things that would impact your tomorrow, not things that would only last for today. Don't lose 
your birth right for a mere plate of porridge (Genesis 25:30-34). One of the proofs of 
maturity is to know what you need per time and what you should ask for when opportunity 
presents itself.

Sometimes, asking for too little can make God to delay the answer to your prayers; He wants 
you to ask aright (James 4:3). He wants you to ask in line with His purpose and plan for your 
life. God wants you to ask commensurate with His ability, not your limitation. He wants you 
to ask for things that would align you properly with His eternal counsels and design (1 
Samuel 1:11). Asking God correctly is so important that the scripture actually helped us to 
define the scope of what we should ask for (Psalms 2:8). God has told you what to ask. He 
wants to inspire your prayers and requests.

Why would you ask for a local government when God is prepared to give you nations? Why 
would you ask for a job when God plans to make you an employer of labour? Why would 
you ask for bread when god plans to give you a bakery? God would answer the man asking 
for a bakery faster than the one asking for a loaf of bread. Can your request be so big, 
purposeful and kingdom focused that God would use it to meet other people's needs? Stop 
asking for small things. Stop reducing the size of your vision to the size of your pocket or the 
economy of your nation. You serve a God who is the El-shaddai. He is the owner of the cattle 
on a thousand hills (Psalms 50:10). He is more than able (Ephesians 3:20). What will you 
dare to ask if you know that it is available in God?

Saturday

st 31
July, 2021

I ask for big things; I dare big things for God

Father, supply me the right perspective; enlarge my vision
in Jesus name

 Isaiah 45:1-3, Matthew 7:7-8, John 16:23-24 
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PLAN YOUR LIFE
Luke 14:28

For which of you ,intending to build a tower, does not sit down
first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it.

Luke 14:28 

Back then in my college days, I had a practice when writing an examination. The practise was to 
spend the first couple of minutes going through all the exam questions and checking the ones I 
could do and how well I could do them. I would also take time to do some sketchy answers to 
each question at the back of my answer scripts. I had to plan how I would attack the questions.

Friend, planning is very important in every endeavour of life. The time spent in planning is not 
actually time wasted but time saved. Planning is a mark of wisdom and maturity (Proverbs 
22:3). Planning helps you to maximize time. When you plan, you have taken time to consider 
all your options and to know where your limited energy and resources should be deployed 
(Proverbs 21:20). Planning would save you from avoidable mistakes. 

I think it was Abraham Lincoln who said, "Give me six hours to chop down a tree and I will 
spend the first four sharpening the axe." There is wisdom in that simple statement. God does 
not want you to operate in an emergency mode every now and then. When you look at some 
people's life, they are always under pressure, always acting as though they are in one form of 
crisis or the other; they always have an emergency to deal with. If it's not in finance, it would be 
in the area of their health. Sometimes, it would be in their career, academics or business; they 
always have deadlines to meet and that they must do fast! They have not enjoyed rest, peace and 
ease in life. They have not learnt the principle and power of planning.

God is a God of planning. The whole of creation is a testimony to how organized God is (Psalms 
104:24). God took His time to make all that man would need to survive on earth before He ever 
made man. The same goes for every other creature; there's order in creation. If you serve a God 
that is this planned and orderly, how then do you think you can go on and succeed in life without 
adequate planning? Planning is not an enemy of Faith; planning actually gives strength to your 
faith. Plan your finances. Plan your marriage, ministry, business etc. Some couples even need to 
do family planning to help take control of their child birth; God is not against it. He gave us 
wisdom in science so we can have a better and organized life. Plan your life and maximize your 
destiny!

Sunday

st 1

I live like God; my life is planned and orderly

Lord, I tap into your wisdom to live and planned and organized
life in Jesus name

Proverbs 6:6-11, 24:3-5, 1 Corinthians 14:40 

August, 2021
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AN ADVENTURE OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:1-8

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the
place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out,

not knowing where he was going.
Hebrews 11:8

It’s over six (6) years now that I moved with my family from Lagos to Akure in obedience to 
divine instruction. The conditions were not perfect at all; in fact we came to Akure with just the 
fare for the truck that moved our loads down here. It looked crazy and reckless. I had resigned 
my job with a Telecoms firm in Victoria Island, Lagos, just about two weeks before then, and 
also my pastorate with Foursquare Gospel Church (where I was properly, graciously and 
lovingly released), two Sundays before then. We were not sure how everything would turn out. 
But today, I can say that God has been faithful. 

Friend, following God is an adventure of faith. You may not know what the future holds, but 
you sure know Him who holds the future. You may not know how things would turn out, but 
you know that it would turn out exactly as God has ordained it. The road would sometimes be 
rough. Your conviction will be tested. Your obedience will be checked. Your patience will be 
tried. Some people will not understand you. Some will mock you. Some will castigate you. And 
some will be waiting to see you fail. But in all, God will be there to hold your hands and make 
everything possible.

Perhaps, Abraham, who is called the Father of Faith, should have been called the Father of 
Obedience. Or what is faith without obedience? Your faith is seen, not in what you say, but in 
what you do; your actions (James 2:18). It is not enough to say God told you, it is important that 
you obey Him. Even for Abraham, he once delayed obedience (Genesis 12:1). You are where 
you are today because of what you did or are doing with what God told you. You are only an 
instruction away from your next level in God. It's time to revisit divine instructions. It's time to 
go back to what God told you years ago.

Destiny is calling. There is no hanging around. I need to move with the glory cloud. I need to be 
in the will of God. This is where my provision, preservation and promotion lie. This is where 
the glory of my destiny would show. This is where rest and fulfilment lie. It is not about being in 
the nicest of places, doing things that are grandiose. It is being where God wants you to be, 
doing what He wants you to do. What about you? Are you where God wants you to be, doing 
what He wants you to do? Or are you just following trends and flowing with the tides? 

Monday

nd 2

 I am a man of faith; I walk in complete obedience to the will of God for me
I am a man of faith; I walk in complete obedience to the will of God for me

Father, help me to obey you in faith no matter the cost. Amen

Acts 9:6-16, 26:19, Hebrews 6:12, 10:35-39

August, 2021
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WHO SAYS YOU CANNOT?
Philippians 4:13

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:13

I started pastoring my campus fellowship from 200level. At our last leaders’ meeting for the 
tenure, one of our leaders remarked, "I laughed when you were called as president, I didn't 
believe you could lead us well, but I've been proven wrong." Well, I won't blame this young 
man because I actually looked young and inexperienced. But the impact of the leadership 
spoke for itself.

Friend, you can be youthful and useful at the same time. That you are young does not mean 
that you cannot make a difference. God specialises in using young and seemingly 
inconsequential people. He desires to take glory in people whom others think are not able 
(Psalms 8:2, 1 Corinthians 1:26-29). Let no man despise you (1 Samuel 17:42, 1 Timothy 
4:12).

It is normal for people to despise you because you are a youth or because you look small and 
unable; but you must learn never to despise yourself. For Joshua, the charge was to be strong 
and very courage (Joshua 1:6). Like me, Joshua needed courage as a young man who just 
took over from Moses, the man of God. David needed courage to face Goliath, Joshua 
needed courage to lead the nation of Israel, and Timothy needed courage to pastor the 
Church at Ephesus. You also need courage to step into life and leadership, and to make 
significant contributions.

I want you to make up your mind to step into leadership; go ahead and do the very things that 
others think you cannot do. Your doubters would soon change their mind when they see your 
results. But in proving your leadership mettle, you need to heed the counsel of Paul to 
Timothy to; "Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them that your progress may 
be evident to all" (1 Timothy 4:15). You need to give yourself wholly to your task and your 
call. You need to commit and stay committed. You need to labour (1 Corinthians 15:10). You 
need to give the required diligence and pay the required prices (2 Peter 1:10). Whoever 
thinks or says you cannot, only need to give you an opportunity, and your commitment and 
dedication will prove them wrong.

Tuesday

rd 3

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me

 Lord, help me to live up to my potentials in you; help me to
fulfil destiny. Amen

Joshua 14:6-14, Judges 6:11-16, 1 Corinthians 15:9-10

August, 2021
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IS IT TIME?
2 Kings 5:1-27

…Is it time to receive money, and to receive clothing,
olive groves and vineyards, sheep and oxen, male and female servants?

2 Kings 5:26 

The young man bought me a new phone. He was in 100level then while I was the president of 
the fellowship. So I asked him, "why this phone?" His response was, "Sir, I overheard you 
when you said you needed a new phone, so I thought it wise to get you one." I appreciated the 
young man for his thoughtfulness and kind gesture, but I declined receiving the new phone. I 
knew it was not time to collect.

Friend, timing is important in whatever we do in life. Some things are not necessarily wrong 
but they can be wrong when they are done at the wrong time. For example, collecting that 
phone gift from that young man may not be wrong but it's not appropriate at that time. Sex is 
not wrong between a man and a woman if it is done in marriage, not outside of marriage. 
There is nothing wrong in taking a nap at home like David did in 2 Samuel 11, but it became 
wrong because he did it at the wrong time (2 Samuel 11:1).

Elisha did not rebuke Gehazi for collecting stuff from Naaman; he rebuked him for 
collecting it at the wrong time (2 Kings 5:26). This means that there is time to collect, and 
there is time to say “No”. Life is about timing and people of wisdom have learnt to decipher 
when to do what (Ecclesiastes 3:1). It is a sign of immaturity to do what you like when you 
feel like doing it. Wisdom is only 20% decision but 80% timing. When you work outside of 
God's timing for you and for things in your life, you become a victim of satanic assaults and 
truncate god's plan for your life. 

Timing is a major component of the will of God. It is not just about the What but about the 
When. When the right thing is done at the right time it brings about the right results. We need 
to tap into the grace of sensitivity; we must know what we ought to do per time (1 Chronicles 
12:32). It is not about what you want to do but about what you ought to do. What you want to 
do is connected to your feelings and senses, but what you ought to do is connected to the 
revelation of divine purpose for your life. You must refuse every form of pressures from 
your flesh or the devil to take you away from God's timing. 

Wednesday

th 4

I walk in accuracy of purpose and timing

Father, baptize me afresh with sensitivity to destiny and timing
in Jesus name

Ecclesiastes 3:11, John 7:6-8, Ephesians 5:15-17 

August, 2021



37

HE LEFT IN ANGER
Ephesians 4:26-27

Be angry, and do not sin”; do not let the sun go
down on your wrath, nor give place to the devil.

Ephesians 4:26-27

They were on a crusade field organized by the church. An argument ensued between the 
senior pastor and one of the youth leaders. The argument was so sharp that the brother left 
the crusade field angrily and never to return again, to the church or the ministry. That was 
the last they heard about the brother as far as the work of the ministry is concerned. 

Friend, don't let anger move you into danger. Don't let disagreement separate you from 
your portion in destiny. It was disagreement that cut short the destiny relationship between 
Paul and Barnabas (Acts 13:1, 15:39).  This was probably the reason you never heard of 
Barnabas again in the book of Acts; they both went their separate ways; Barnabas took 
Mark, Paul went with Silas. Afterwards, we could only hear of Paul and Silas, and not, 
Paul and Barnabas (Acts 15:36-41). Don't lose your place trying to prove a point.

Recognise why God has brought you to a person or a place, and don't allow disagreement 
and offences to displace you. As a married woman, don't let your husband's "side chick" 
take you away from your portion in that marriage, stay there. Forgive his extra marital 
affairs and continue in that marriage. Learn to treat issues without losing your place. Don't 
let the words of your pastor or a relational issue between you and any church member take 
you out of your God ordained church. Stay where God has planted you and never allow 
quarrels, disagreement, offences and the likes, to push you away from your inheritance. 

Don’t give room for strife (Genesis 13:7-8). Your destiny is more important than your 
trying to prove that you are right. It is not about who is right but about what is right. Lot 
allowed strife to take him away from a destiny of preservation and prosperity with 
Abraham (genesis 13:8-13). Peter and some of the apostles of Jesus had reasons to have 
left Jesus too (John 6:67-68). But they chose to stay; they knew where and with whom 
their portion in life and destiny lie (John 6:67-68). Hold fast what you have, so that no man 
will take your crown (Revelation 3:11).

Thursday

th 5

I am rule by my sense of destiny and not by my feeling

Lord, deliver me from every hold of offences and other
negative emotions in Jesus name

Proverbs 18:19, Luke 17:1-2, Hebrews 12:14 

August, 2021
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THE THINKING OF A LEADER
Proverbs 23:7

For as he thinks in his heart, so is he…
Proverbs 23:7

Sometime ago, I was in the office with my associates trying to sort out some ministry 
matters. Then one of them looked at me and asked, "Sir, how were you able to know what to 
do, almost immediately? How were you able to generate these thoughts and ideas?" I smiled 
and said, "that's leadership!" I ended up teaching them what I'm about to discuss with you 
today; the thinking of a leader.

Friend, what separates leaders from followers is the way they think. Leaders think 
differently; they think fast, wide and qualitatively. What makes you a leader is not your title 
or position. It is not even your size. It is your thoughts (Psalms 92:5). You are what you think. 
What you think and how you think are very crucial to your productivity in life and destiny. 
Your life cannot be bigger than your thoughts (Proverbs 23:7a). 

Your maturity is not determined by your 'spirituality' but by your thinking. You are 
transformed as you renew your mind (Romans 12:2). By new creation reality, you have a 
sound mind, but until you 'sound' that mind through quality thinking, it may not be sound (1 
Corinthians 2:16, 2 Timothy 1:7). Christianity is not against the use of the mind. The Holy 
Spirit has been given to us to help maximize our mind. When you don't engage your mind, 
you underutilize the power of the Holy Spirit in your life and end up grappling with 
unnecessary problems. As a leader, you must think fast and deep because some life and 
leadership decisions are going to happen fast and may not afford you the luxury of time to 
act; you operate at the speed of thought (Isaiah 11:3a, John 6:6).

There is something in the arsenal of leaders that predisposes them to thinking fast and sharp, 
provided they live up to their calling and mission. Experience also helps leaders to generate 
on-the-spot ideas and solutions. They have been through stuff; they often know how things 
would play out. Learning and meditation also play a vital role. Learn to engage your mind 
via the help of the Holy Spirit. Go for knowledge. Engage in quality thinking and 
meditation. Maximize your everyday experiences to develop the leadership mind. Make it 
easier for the Holy Spirit to walk with you.

Friday

th 6

I have the mind of Christ; I think as a leader and I live as one

Father, help me to be committed to renewing my mind daily.
Amen

Luke 2:46-52, Philippians 4:8, 2 Timothy 1:6-7

August, 2021
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FOLLOWABLE FAITH
Hebrews 13:7

Remember those who rule over you, who have
spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow,

considering the outcome of their conduct.
Hebrews 13:7

I sat in a conference with my spiritual father that day when these words jumped out of my mouth, 
"Daddy has a followable faith!" I was encouraged to keep on following him afterwards. I saw that 
he can be followed. His faith is not mystical; it can be learned and applied practically in my own 
life and context with visible results. This has been my experience following my spiritual father. It 
has been a fruitful following. 

Friend, we have been called to follow the faith of those ahead of us, not just their fashion. We 
follow substance, not style. We follow their spirit, not their swag. We follow their principles, not 
their hair style. We follow their story, not their glory. You can be under the right leader and you are 
following the wrong things. Gehazi and Judas followed money and material things, not life 
formation (2 Kings 5:26, Matthew 26:15). Unlike Elisha, the sons of the prophet followed gist and 
information, not revelation and impartation (2 Kings 2:3-15). The sons of the concubine followed 
gifts; Isaac followed the Abrahamic covenant (Genesis 25:5-6).

The Kingdom of God is a kingdom of following and becoming. Until you follow, you cannot 
become; and until you follow right, you cannot become the right person in life and destiny (John 
1:12, Hebrews 13:7). Following is an art. It is requires some skills. It thrives well on 
understanding. It is something crucial and not frivolous. It is based on revelation, not 
emotionalism. It is based on principles, not sentiments. It is a consciousness that we must carry 
into our everyday life. Who you follow determines what follows you. How you follow determines 
how productive your following would be. We should follow leaders to the extent that they are 
following Christ (1 Corinthians 11:1). Leaders must be transparent enough for us to see Christ in 
and through them. There must be no blind following. 

We don't just follow for fun; we follow for formation. Kingdom leaders must have followable 
faith, not mystical faith. Elisha did exactly what he saw Elijah did and he got the exact result (2 
Kings 2:14). The disciples could reproduce the works of Christ because he was followable (John 
14:12, 20:21). There was nothing hidden. He was not trying to prove mysterious. Who are you 
following? How are you following? As a leader, how are you positioning yourself so you can be 
followable, modelling Christ before people and helping them to become who God has ordained 
them to become? 

Saturday

th 7

I am committed to fruitful following

Lord, teach me how to follow and help me to follow well. Amen

Matthew 4:19, 1 Corinthians 4:15, Hebrews 6:12 

August, 2021
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LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP
Proverbs 14:12

There is a way that seems right to a man,
but its end is the way of death.

Proverbs 14:12

It was those days when bank jobs were hot cake. He was to resume at the bank but had a tough 
decision to make. He felt uneasiness within him about the job. He sought for counsels, prayed 
intensely and made his conclusion. He submitted his resignation letter the same day he was to 
resume the job. It felt like crazy. The same job others were dying to get, he turned down! Years 
later, it became obvious that he had made one of his best decisions.

Friend, there is no aspect of your life that must be left to chance. God wants to be involved in 
your choice of career, job, business, marriage and the likes. You have got to look before you 
leap; not with the normal human eyes, but with the eyes of faith (2 Corinthians 5:7). Not all that 
glitters is gold. Not all open doors are your doors. Not all opportunities are your opportunities; 
some are mere satanic traps in disguise. You must not be so desperate to get married that you fall 
into the hands of the wrong guy. You must not be so desperate to get a job that you never cared to 
find out if God is involved.

When you lift up your eyes, what do you see; a divine opportunity or a satanic trap (Genesis 
13:10)? Direction is more important than position. You don't judge a man or a thing by where he 
(it) is but by where he (it) is going. Lot chose for himself well watered garden but he never knew 
that destruction was soon to come to that place (Genesis 13:10-13). Would you choose for 
yourself or carry God along in your choices? God knows tomorrow more than you know 
yesterday; so it is simple wisdom to carry him along. Don’t lean on your intelligence (Proverbs 
3:5-6). 

Don't stay where God has left. Be where God is and is going. We don't just follow opportunities, 
we follow the glory cloud; we follow God.  Wherever God is for us, is where our opportunity 
lies even when it does not look like it at the moment. Be careful not to be led by your sensibility 
but by your sensitivity. God is still in the business of guiding His people (Isaiah 30:20-21). God 
still guides people into the right relationship, the right job, business and what have you. Don't 
wave away warning signals. Don't jettison the promptings of the Holy Spirit. Go for counsels, 
pray intensely, and exercise some patience and caution. Let God guide you into success and 
safety (Proverbs 14:12).

Sunday

th 8

I choose to follow God, not my senses

Father, open my eyes to see, open my ears to hear and open
my heart to understand what you are saying. Amen.

Isaiah 11:1-3, 30:20-21, Romans 8:14

August, 2021
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FAMILY LEADERSHIP (1)
Genesis 18:16-19

For I have known him, in order that he may command
his children and his household after him…

Genesis 18:19

My older daughter recently began her weekly fast. On a particular fast day, food was about to 
be served in the family; I did not plan to fast that day. Her mum was fasting too. It was only 
me and my younger daughter that were being served. Then it occurred to me, "What kind of a 
father are you, your young daughter is fasting while you are going to be feasting; right 
before her very eyes?" It looked odd to me. I had to join her in the fast to encourage her. 

Friend, God wants you to show leadership in the family. The marriage institution is the first 
institution that God founded long before the church or any other institution. The home is to 
be the primary centre of God's activity on the earth. When we misplace the priority of the 
family in our pursuit of purpose and relevance, we would be jeopardizing the agenda of God 
in our generation without knowing. 

God rates a man right from his home front before the public or society. If it does not work at 
home, you have no right to export it to the world. Home is where real leadership is seen 
(1Timothy 3:4-5, 5:8). Like Abraham, can God be satisfied with your family life (Genesis 
18:19)? A good father ‘commands’; he teaches, gives orders, encourages and models. All of 
these must be in the mix of kingdom parenting. God is looking for men (and women) that He 
can depend on. He is looking for families that can help perpetuate His purpose and agenda 
on the earth (Genesis 12:3). 

Eli was a good prophet but a bad father. His undoing was the neglect of his family. Or how 
could the sons of Eli be the sons of Belial at the same time (1 Samuel 2:12)? He did not model 
rightly before them. He was not commanding them; he was only advising and tolerating 
them (1 Samuel 2:23-24). Eli missed his place with God when he missed his place as a 
kingdom father (1 Samuel 2:27-30). Kingdom parenting is a sacred assignment and we have 
got to see it that way. It is a scared privilege for which we must be grateful and responsible. 
We must leverage divine grace as we raise God's heritage under our care (Psalms 127:3-5).

Monday

th 9

I lead my home with a sense of kingdom responsibility 

Father, help me to be a responsible kingdom parent in
Jesus name

Acts 21:8-9, Colossians 3:16-21, 1 Timothy 5:8

August, 2021
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FAMILY LEADERSHIP (2)
Joshua 24:15

…But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.
Joshua 24:15

"Daddy, you did not say, 'thank you Jesus'." This was the response of my younger daughter at the 
dinning on a particular day. We had taught and shown them the need to thank God as they pray over 
their food. She did not notice when I said mine, so she thought it wise to remind me. My student has 
now become my teacher.

Friend, family leadership is by example, not just explanation; children do what they see you do, not 
just what they hear you say. They are good observers. They observe your devotion and dedication 
to God. They observe the way you treat their mum or dad. They observe your actions and reactions 
towards money. They see the way you treat your neighbours and people generally. Your life is their 
school!

You need to maximize the growth season of your children for instruction, correction and 
encouragement. A point comes when you can do little or nothing than to intercede for them. And 
when they become adults, you would need their permission to influence them. Understand what 
discipline really is; it is not punishment but correction and learning (Hebrews 12:9-11). Don't just 
beat, let the child know what's happening and why. Be a friend to their mother, treat her well. Let 
your son know what it means to be a real man through you; serve, love, give. Let your daughter 
know the right things to look out for in a potential husband; don't be a bad model. Let her know who 
a godly and virtuous woman is. Don't only be a good man, be a godly man. Don't be a good pastor 
(boss or society leader) but a bad father. Your home is your first church. Don't save the world and 
lose your home.

Be a provider. Be a friend. Show them the way of the Lord. You determine the spiritual direction 
and temperature in your home. Don't leave it to your wife alone or to chance. Guide what they see 
on the TV or social media. Start introducing them to the things of God early. Get them genuinely 
saved and baptized in the Holy Spirit. It is beautiful when they know God from home. You have the 
responsibility; you are their first pastor and the family is their first church. Tap into divine grace to 
do a thorough job. Wage war in the place of prayers. The challenges are enormous. The battle 
against the family has been intense right from Adam. The devil is not joking. He wants to destroy 
posterity. He wants to truncate the program of God in and through your lineage. You must stop him 
(Joshua 24:15b).

Tuesday

th 10

I represent God and His purpose in my home and family

Lord, I receive grace for godly parenting in Jesus name

Genesis 12:2-3, Proverbs 22:6, Ephesians 5:21-33

August, 2021
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FAMILY LEADERSHIP (3)
1 Corinthians 9:5

Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well
as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas?

1 Corinthians 9:5 (KJV) 

One of the most powerful statements I have heard from my wife in our marriage is this; "I have 
always wanted to marry a strong man, someone I can listen to, someone who can tell me to 'sit 
here' and I would listen. And I see that in you." My wife wanted, not just a husband; she wanted 
a leader.

Friend, a real woman wants to be led and a real man wants to listen. Dear single lady, don't 
marry a guy that is weak thinking you can exploit his weakness to your advantage; it would be 
to your disaster in the marriage. And dear single guy, don't enter marriage looking for who to 
boss; prepare to lead! It takes a stronger man to marry a strong woman. While the bible 
commands the woman to submit, the man can either make submission bondage or a pleasure; 
something she has to do or something she wants to do.

As a man, work on your leadership ability. A large percentage of marriage life rests on 
leadership, not only fun and romance. I believe a sane woman would submit to a man who 
lovingly leads. The love and leadership atmosphere you provide in your home will determine 
what you see in your wife, a virtuous woman or a wicked woman. Ahab is a classic example of a 
weak man married to a wicked woman (1 Kings 21:1-16). When a marriage is failing, God is 
asking the man, “Where are you” (Genesis 3:9)?  Where are you when your then beauty and 
godly queen has now turned to a Jezebel? Where are you when your God-given children have 
now become sons of Belial? Where are you when the peace and love you once enjoyed at the 
early stage of your marriage have now turned into confusion and all manner of satanic 
manifestations? 

Marriage becomes beautiful when both parties rise up to their roles and responsibilities. As a 
man, develop capacity for love and leadership. As a woman, learn humility and submission. 
Wedding day is not magic day; who you are before marriage has already formed the foundation 
of who you would likely be after wedding. Let your expectations be right and your preparations 
be well guided. For the married, don't give up on your home; continue to make the right 
adjustments and alignments until your home reflects God's original counsel and design.

Wednesday

th 11

I take responsibility for the success of my home and family 

Father, let me not use my own hands to destroy my marriage.
Amen

Proverbs 14:1, 31:10-31, 1 Peter 3:1-7

August, 2021
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THE BUSINESS OF MINISTRY & THE MINISTRY OF BUSINESS (1)

Luke 2:49

And He said to them, ‘Why do you seek me? Do you
not know that I must be about My Father’s business?

Luke 2:49

I put a call through to him during the lockdown. I had spent some time praying for him. I felt he 
needed some encouragements and counsels. Business has not been doing well, no thanks to 
the covid-19 pandemic. We spoke at length. About two weeks later, he had this to say, "Thank 
you for that timely call sir, it was a life saver. I was practically down and discouraged. But now, 
I and my team have been able to restructure our business for progress". Six weeks later, the 
testimony came in. His small start-up had received a few millions (naira) in funding. God is 
good!

Friend, there is something about your career and business success, and your prophetic linkage. 
Life is spiritual, business is spiritual, and it takes people who understand and take care of the 
spiritual side of their life and endeavours to make progress against all odds. God has packaged 
our safety in the time of economic crises in the oil and the wine (Revelation 6:6). 

Your smartness alone cannot help you. Your determination may not be enough to stand and 
make progress this season. You need to have the right pastoral linkage for your destiny of 
prosperity and progress to manifest. Every businessman, career person etc. needs a pastor, a 
prophetic voice in his life. There are things that your education or expertise cannot give you; 
they are only made available through the anointing and the anointed. This is why the devil will 
do everything possible to severe you from such prophetic linkages. He wants you to be without 
help when it is most needed.

The relationships that would be critical to your survival must not be left to chance. The sons of 
the prophet were wise enough to carry the prophet along as they set out on their life's pursuit (2 
Kings 6:1-7). Uzziah’s success was tied to the prophetic linkage in his life (2 Chronicles 26:5). 
You may not know the place of pastoral linkage in your career and business success until stuff 
shows up. What you bring to the table of life and business must not only be skills, but also 
grace (Ezra 5:2, 6:14). Peter's next level in business was also tied to the linkage he had with 
Jesus (Luke 5:4-7). Who is your pastor and how are you servicing the relationship? 

Thursday

th 12
August, 2021

My life is not ordinary; I partner with the anointing for maximum
success.

Lord, help me to recognize and maximize the spiritual side
of my life and business in Jesus name. Amen

Genesis 13:5, Zechariah 1:17-21, Romans 9:15-16
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THE BUSINESS OF MINISTRY & THE MINISTRY OF BUSINESS (2)

1 Corinthians 7:21

Let each one remain in the same calling in which he was called.
1 Corinthians 7:21

I was chatting with a dear friend some time ago when he remarked; "I envy someone like you. You 
have gone ahead to obey God while some of us are still doing business hoping to be in ministry one 
day". Well, all I could sense in his remark was nothing but guilt. So I went ahead to tell him, "Sir, 
don't feel guilty. Do what it is you know that God will have you do now and be committed to it, 
serving the will of God. And who told you that pursuing business is lesser in weight and calling 
than pursuing (pulpit) ministry?”

Friend, "Who told you that pursuing business is lesser in weight and calling than pursuing (pulpit) 
ministry?" That is a misconception. I have never considered my calling into full time ministry 
weightier and better than that of those people who are in business or any other line of career. I have 
only always advocated that they discover the ministry side of their career and business.

I know a young man who closed down a thriving, kingdom focused business under the deception 
of "I want to go into the ministry." Today, he is nowhere to be found as far as business or ministry is 
concerned. He never knew that he was already fulfilling ministry via the platform of business. This 
is why correct teaching and pastoral guidance are important. There are a lot of people (including 
sound Christians) today who are legitimately doing businesses or pursuing a line of career, as they 
feel led to, but still have some sense of guilt that they are not serving God in the ministry. Pastors 
should use the power of the pulpit on Sunday morning to release people into ministry on Monday 
morning; whether it would be in the classroom, in the banking hall, market place and what have 
you (Ephesians 4:11-12).

God needs people in all spheres of human endeavour. Pursue your business as a pastor would 
pursue his ministry provided you have a sense of calling into it. Catch a revelation of God's plan for 
that business. Don't be in it just for money; be in it for impact and the expansion of God’s kingdom. 
Money would be the bye product of impact and relevance. Develop the faith and courage to work 
your business from smallness to greatness. Pray intensely as a pastor would do. Live by the highest 
standard of character and integrity. Be guided by a divine plan as you cast vision, develop 
strategies and provide sound kingdom leadership to see that business grow, making global, 
generational and eternal impact to the glory of God.

Friday

th 13
August, 2021

I pursue my career and business as platforms for ministry  

Lord, help me to see the ministry side of my career and
business in Jesus name. Amen

Genesis 12:2, Romans 12:11, 1 Thessalonians 4:11 
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THE BUSINESS OF MINISTRY & THE MINISTRY OF BUSINESS (3)

Romans 12:11

Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.
Romans 12:11 (KJV)

His parents have been looking for him for days. They were bothered. Where could he have been? 
What could have taken his time and attention that he was not showing up at home? They later found 
him where he was meeting with a few folks, discussing the scriptures and life generally. "Where 
have you been, son?"; they asked him. His response was, "Don't you know that I must be about my 
Father's business?" 

Friend, Jesus has given us an approach to life and ministry that we would do well to heed; he saw 
ministry as his Father’s business (Luke 2:49). Life or ministry is business and it takes people with 
business-like approach to fulfil their destiny of greatness. Whatever God commits unto your hands 
must be taken seriously. It is business. We have been told to "occupy or do business till he comes" 
(Luke 19:13, 1Kings 20:39-40).

You need to face life and ministry with the understanding, earnestness and focus of a business man. 
God is a business man. He is into people business. He desires profits. He has plans and strategies. 
He works as Jesus does (John 5:17). Jesus was not playing games. He was not beating about the 
bush. He meant business and he faced his ministry with so much focus and dedication that he was 
done in just about three years! Those in pulpit or church ministry should see it as business. It is the 
biggest business enterprise in the world. We don't just deal with goods and services or financial 
profits, we deal with people. The eternal destinies of men and women have been committed into 
our hands. God wants profits. He wants to have many sons (and daughters) brought into their 
eternal destinies (Hebrews 2:10). 

Like Paul, we must not be disobedient to the heavenly vision (Acts 26:19). We must run with a 
vision, burn with a passion and stay with a laser beam focus as we immerse ourselves into the work, 
fulfilling our divine mandates. We must deploy scriptural principles of business and management 
to work out our callings in God. Time must not be wasted. We must be good stewards of the 
financial, material and human resources given us by God to carry out the business of our ministry. 
We must develop and deploy a strong work ethic. We must tap into divine strategies to push the 
work forward even in the midst of uncertainties. We must leverage his grace to give results and not 
excuses when we face God here on earth and in heaven. We must finish our course with joy (John 
17:4, Acts 20:24, 2 Timothy 4:6-8).

Saturday

th 14
August, 2021

I am a man on a mission for God

Father, baptize me with passion for your work in Jesus name.
Amen

Matthew 25:1-13, John 9:4, 2 Peter 1:1-10
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COUNSELS FOR VISIONARIES (1)

1Timothy 4:12-16

Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them,
that your progress may be evident to all.

1Timothy 4:15

A senior minister once saw me at an event. After the usual greetings and the likes, he 
said; "Pastor, please send me your account number, your ministry now qualifies for a 
seed." That statement drove in a major counsel which is this; "at the beginning of most 
visions, you would not have the support you think you need until after awhile.”

Friend, you need to understand that, as a visionary, you may not have all the supports you 
want to have at the beginning of your vision. But you need to make up your mind never to 
be discouraged or distracted by this lack of support. Rather, let it motivate you to prove 
your vision. Let your eye be single (Matthew 6:22).

Most times, you are the only one that knows that God has called you. You are the only 
one that sees the vision and has the burden. Others may not get to see it until after 
sometime. They may doubt it at the beginning. They may withhold their support to see 
how viable what you are doing is. Your job is to make full proof of your vision (2 
Timothy 4:5). It is to pour yourself into it that people would not doubt that God called 
you. Some people would not believe in what you are doing until they see your progress. 
You have the responsibility under God to make your progress evident to all (1Timothy 
4:15).

The beginning of most visions is always a lonely road. God called Abraham alone 
(Isaiah 51:2). It seemed crazy when he told people he was stepping out into an "unknown 
future" (Hebrews 11:8). They must have waited for him to fail. But his end was that of 
blessing and increase. While others still doubt your vision, use that period to develop 
strong convictions and commitment to see it work. Don't be ashamed to start small. 
Never nurse offence towards those who look down on you and what you are doing. Let 
your heart be large enough to accommodate those who would later join you when they 
see your progress (Genesis 50:18-22). The vision will definitely speak (Habakkuk 2:3).

Sunday

th 15
August, 2021

I choose to walk the road of divine vision with focus
and commitment

Lord, baptize me with the faith and courage to pursue your
vision for my life. Amen.

Proverbs 29:18, Habakkuk 2:1-4, Acts 26:19
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COUNSELS FOR VISIONARIES (2)

Job 8:7

Though your beginning was small, yet your
later end would increase abundantly

Job 8:7 

When we stepped into the city of Akure, Ondo State, Nigeria about 6 years ago, in obedience 
to God's leading; we knew that the vision He has given us would come to pass. We were in the 
city for some months with little or no public activities. But in the private, a lot were 
happening. We were praying, brooding over the vision and getting paced up for the launch of 
our ministry. Indeed, those seemingly silent moments were pivotal to what God is doing now 
in our lives, to the glory of God.

Friend, in the life of every visionary are silent moments; those moments that look as those 
nothing is happening or would happen. At those moments, it would look as if the vision is 
dead or not working. You may want to doubt if God ever called you. People who knew you as 
a man of vision may want to start changing their minds. 

You need to realize that those silent moments may be your most defining moments if you 
learn to manage them well. Have you noticed that while we celebrate the Easter season, we 
often talk about Good Friday and Easter Sunday? Almost nothing is spoken about the 
Saturday. It does not look like "Good Saturday". The disciples were in a dilemma; "is Christ 
dead and gone forever? Is there any hope of resurrection?"The host of darkness must have 
been rejoicing; "finally, we have got an end of him." They never realized that the death of 
Jesus was not the end; it was going to be the beginning of something glorious (1 Corinthians 
2:7-8).

The silent seasons of your life are the moments of greatest work. The Church is not growing; 
the job is not coming; the marriage proposals are not coming. It seems nothing new is 
happening. No testimony to share; you are not in the limelight etc. You must not be deceived 
into thinking that you are lost. Not too many people can deal with silent seasons. Some would 
think that something is wrong with them or that God has forgotten them. You may not know 
exactly what God is doing, but know that He loves you and He is working on you and for you 
(Romans 8:28). The seed of your vision is not dead; it is only planted (John 12:24). You did 
not go down to stay down, but to go up (Ephesians 4:9-10, Philippians 2:8-11). Amen!

Monday

th 16
August, 2021

I am in the centre of God’s plan for my life and I remain
unshakable.

Father, thank you because you have everything planned out
for me. Amen.

Matthew 27:45-54, Romans 8:28-30, 1 John 5:4
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COUNSELS FOR VISIONARIES (3)

Jeremiah 29:11

For I know the thoughts that I think towards you, says the LORD,
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.

Jeremiah 29:11

A young man came to my office and was kind of lamenting; "Sir, can you imagine, as a 
graduate, I cannot even boast of a hundred naira as I'm speaking with you now." He was 
trying to paint how bad things were, despite all his plans and visions. I really felt for him 
and supplied him some wisdom and perspective. Today, everything has turned around 
for him.

Friend, as a man of vision, you need to understand that you would have to go through 
stuff. What you are going through is because of where you are going to. Jesus went 
through stuff before He could be crowned King of kings and Lord of lords (Philippians 
2:5-11).

What you are going through is not as important as where you are going to. Like Jesus, 
you need to keep the vision of where you are going to in front of you, if you would have 
the right understanding and motivation to go through stuff (Hebrews 12:1-2). You would 
be tempted to give up, but the vision of the future should keep you going. Life is in 
phases and men are in sizes (Ecclesiastes 3:1). As a young man or woman, the time to go 
through stuff is now that you are young (Lamentation 3:27). You either pay now and play 
later or play now and pay later. 

Don't only go through the process, grow through it. Jesus Christ learnt obedience 
through what he suffered (Hebrews 5:8). Paul learnt how to abase, and abound 
(Philippians 4:11-13). What are you learning through what you are going through? What 
are you learning in the crucible of life's experiences? It would not be easy but it would be 
worth it. If God did not spare Jesus, He would not spare you too (Romans 8:32). He 
would allow you to go through the processes that He has ordained for your destiny to 
manifest. Sometimes you would suffer hunger, thirst, betrayers and contradictions. It's 
all in the mix that produces the fragrance of God's Glory (2 Corinthians 4:7-12).

Tuesday

th 17
August, 2021

What I’m going through is because of where I’m going to

I receive grace to go through the processes that would birth
my destiny.

Proverbs 24:10, Matthew 26:36-42, Hebrews 12:1-2
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COUNSELS FOR VISIONARIES (4)

1 John 5:4

For whatever is born of God overcomes the world and this is
the victory that has overcome the world – our faith.

1 John 5:4

I want to draw a counsel from the story of Christ's resurrection. It was a light I got in a 
meeting some time ago. Did you notice that Jesus did not allow Mary to touch Him 
after He appeared to her? He has not yet ascended to Heaven; Heaven has not touched 
Him so Earth must not touch Him.

Friend, one of the counsels you must heed as a visionary is how to handle divine 
vision. Every divine vision is an attraction to both the Kingdom of God and the 
kingdom of darkness. Except that vision is not from God, but if it is, you would have 
to deal with satanic contentions (1 John 5:4).

When the scripture concludes that it overcomes then it means that it would be 
contested; there cannot be victory without contest. Perhaps, a lot of visions are short 
lived today because the visionaries do not know how to secure the vision in prayers 
and practical wisdom. One of the practical wisdom steps to take as a man of vision is 
to learn not expose your vision prematurely. Simply put, Heaven must touch it before 
Earth touches it (John 20:17). It is a spiritual law; if your vision must succeed on the 
Earth then Heaven must touch it before Earth touches it. 

I know we are in a social media generation, but you must be careful not to expose what 
God is brooding on your inside prematurely. The first place to take your vision to is 
not the social media or even to friends; it must be the place of prayers. Until that vision 
is soaked in prayers, the Earth is not ready to receive it (Galatians 1:15-16). Refuse the 
temptation to let the Earth touch your vision before Heaven touches it. Shield your 
vision in the light of the Shekinah Glory (1 Timothy 6:16). Secure the commitment of 
Heaven to birth it. It is in prayers that you mobilize the various dimensions of helps 
needed to birth that vision, not by running around.

Wednesday

th 18
August, 2021

My vision is preserved; it would see the light of the day

I receive practical wisdom to secure the destiny you have
for me in Jesus name. Amen.

Matthew 11:11, 16:18-19, Luke 22:31-32, 1 John 4:4
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DON’T BRAND EMPTINESS
Revelation 3:1

...I know your works, that you have a name
that you are alive, but you are dead.

Revelation 3:1

I saw on the Bio of a young guy, an undergraduate where he wrote "Life Coach". I was 
wondering if he ever knew what he wrote because the last time I checked, he was still 
under his parents. From our interactions, I knew he still had a lot of confusions in his life 
that need to be sorted. He was trying to brand emptiness.

Friend, life is not just about branding. It is about ensuring that you have what it takes to 
deliver when destiny calls. I am not against branding, neither am I writing this to 
disparage the whole idea about branding. I am writing to let someone out there to know 
that, we don't start out life with branding. We acquire substance and then brand it.

You need to start out life acquiring the right substance rather than looking for the latest 
branding style to project your worth(lessness). This was the problem of the Pharisees. 
Jesus called them "whitewashed tomb"; meaning that they appeared good on the outside 
but on the inside they were full of rots (Matthew 23:25-27). We have been taught that the 
way you dress is the way you would be addressed. But people won't know how to 
properly address you until they hear your address. Of what use is a nicely looking guy 
who is speaking trash or communicating ignorance? Beauty without brain is another 
definition of emptiness.

There were some guys in the days of Paul who were speaking Christianese, but in reality, 
they had not the life. It only took some little demons to reveal their true identity and made 
a public spectacle of them (Acts 19:13-17). They had a form of godliness but not the 
substance (1 Corinthians 4:20, 2 Timothy 3:5). Don't brand emptiness. Don't call 
yourself a Life Coach when you have not even started life. I know there are people who 
have that role or assignment, but you need to be sure that you are not just saying it out of 
branding. It is not about what you say but about how you live. David did not brand 
himself as a champion, it was the right opportunity that revealed the stuff he was made of 
(1 Samuel 17:32-58).

Thursday

th 19
August, 2021

I walk in correct estimation of my worth per time.

Lord, help me to see me the way you see me. Help me to
acquire the right substance for life and destiny. Amen.

Romans 12:1-3, Philippians 3:10-16, 2 Peter 2:17-18
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UNDERRATED OR OVERRATED?
Proverbs 12:9

Better is the one who is slighted but has a servant,
than he who honours himself but lacks bread.

Proverbs 12:9

My spiritual father taught us a principle that I have lived by over the years. He would say, 
"Always live some steps below your current level." He would charge us to not show off or 
let people know all there is to us. To him, it is better to be underrated than to be overrated.

Friend, there is no better time to heed this counsel than now; it is better to be underrated 
than to be overrated. This does not mean that you should think less of yourself or 
misrepresent God and your destiny in dignity and worth (Romans 12:3). It only means 
that you should live your life in such a way that people cannot tell all there is to you on 
the surface.

If all there is to you is all we are seeing now, then you are not living wisely (Proverbs 
12:9). Wise people mask their true worth; foolish people reveal everything (Proverbs 
29:11). I know we are in an age of image management, but you need to manage your 
image wisely, and this includes living some steps below your current level. Most times, 
it is people who have little or nothing that try to impress people. Real people concentrate 
on where they are going, not where they are at the moment. They do not have an arrival 
mentality. Don’t buy what you don't need with the money you don't have to impress 
people who don't like you.

One of the major components of wisdom, aside prudence and discretion, is subtlety. This 
is about being strategic; knowing what to say or show per time; understanding how to 
deal in different situations. This was what we saw in the serpent in Genesis; he was 
strategic, the woman was not (Genesis 3:1-6). Living some steps below your current 
level would deliver you from unnecessary pressures (Philippians 4:12-13). It would also 
help you to manage your growth and development as you make progress in destiny. You 
mind what you say and do. You do not push yourself. You achieve more success in the 
private than you are showing in the public.

Friday

th 20
August, 2021

I choose live some steps below my current level; I am strategic

Lord, I receive practical wisdom to live daily fulfilling destiny

Proverbs 4:7, Romans 12:1-3, Ephesians 5:15-17
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THE PAIN OF PROGRESS & THE PAIN OF PROBLEM

2 Corinthians 4:17

For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.

2 Corinthians 4:17

The other day, my daughter had to receive some injections. I watched as the syringe went 
through her buttocks. She kept shouting, "Daddy! Daddy!! Daddy!!!" I was so moved 
with emotion that I was contemplating "delivering" her from the pain. But I reasoned 
that she needed that pain to be fine health wise.

Friend, pain is a necessary part of life. But the kind of pain you choose and the way you 
handle your pain would determine what you get out of it. Basically, there are two kinds 
of pain; the pain of progress and the pain of problem, the pain of success and the pain of 
failure. If you reject the pain of success, you have automatically signed up for the pain of 
failure.

The pain of progress is that pain or discomfort that we go through in order to make 
progress in life or achieve a desired result. The truth is, success, wholeness, and progress 
etc., all come at a cost. Failure also comes at a cost. Going through the pain of progress 
means that you would pay the price to make progress. The good news is that the joy of 
success would soon override the pain. Jesus understood what making progress and 
fulfilling purpose would demand; He called it a "baptism" (Luke 12:49-50). He also 
asked the sons of Zebedee if they were willing to embrace the baptism of pain for the 
greatness they desired (Matthew 20:20-23).

There is a pain you would go through when God is dealing with you (Hebrews 12:11). 
This pain is however temporary as it is meant to produce peaceful fruit of righteousness. 
The Psalmist saw the end result of correction so he welcomed it gladly (Psalms 141:5). 
God prunes us for better fruitfulness (John 15:2). It is not an exciting process but a 
painful one. When God is "chopping off" some things in your life; asking you to stop 
some habits, behaviours etc., it can be very painful. But this is what would guarantee a 
life of unending progress. Embrace the pain of progress so you won't be a victim of the 
pain of problem. You will succeed. Amen.

Saturday

st 21
August, 2021

I choose to go through the required process for my destiny
of greatness

I refuse to boycott divine process; I will fulfil my destiny
in Jesus name.

Psalms 23:1-6, 66:10-12, 1 Corinthians 15:9-10, James 1:1-5
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PROTECT YOUR SPIRIT
Proverbs 4:23

Keep your heart with all diligence,
for out of it springs the issues of life.

Proverbs 4:23 

I was in a commuter vehicle some time ago. As we continued the journey, the driver 
turned on the stereo player and began to play one of those worldly songs. At first, I 
managed to endure since it's not my car. After some minutes, I had to speak up; "Sir, 
could you please stop that music and let's listen to something sane." Thankfully, he 
obliged. It was a journey of about four hours. I had to protect my spirit.

Friend, you have the responsibility of protecting your spirit. Whatever enters your spirit 
would eventually enter your life. You need to guard your heart with all diligence; don’t 
leave it at the mercy of the environment (Proverbs 4:23).

The activities that go on around your life would determine the condition of your heart or 
spirit per time. When you feel discouraged, fearful, angry etc., for no reason, you have 
probably opened yourself to a wrong feed. Your spiritual sensitivity is a function of 
what you are exposed to. Samuel was placed in the temple and his spirit became attuned 
to the voice of God (1 Samuel 3:1-11). What if he was placed in a shrine? Words are 
powerful; they can make or mar you (Job 6:25). You are what you hear. Your spirit 
responds to what it is exposed to. When you hear the right words your spirit is energized 
but when you are exposed to the wrong words your spirit is broken (Proverbs 17:22). 

Not every conversation is healthy for you. Some conversations may not be sinful but are 
dangerous to your spirit. Avoid listening to mockers, doubters and complainers; they 
affect your spirit (1 Timothy 6:20). Your success is tied to your relationships; you 
cannot be more blessed than what you are exposed to (Psalms 1:1-3). Your spirit is the 
foundation of your very life; it is the real you (Proverbs 18:14). Protect it. Don't let 
anything or anyone pollute it. Not all news is meant for you. Not all music is okay for 
you even if it is not sinful. Not all conversations are worthy of your participation. If you 
cannot stop a conversation or music, simply walk away; you would be better for it.

Sunday

nd 22
August, 2021

I pay attention to the influences around my heart and life

Lord, deliver me from every negative influence on my heart
and mind. Amen

Habakkuk 3:17-19, Mark 4:24, Philippians 4:6-7 
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YOUR HAIR WILL GROW AGAIN
Judges 16:22

However, the hair of his head began
to grow again after it had been shaven.

Judges 16:22

I had an experience at the Barbershop some time ago; a new person handled my hair cut. 
Before I could look into the mirror, he had cut off my moustache. I was not happy. I 
looked different. But it was just a matter of days; my hair began to grow again.

Friend, in God's Kingdom, failure is not final. The redemptive work of Christ does not 
only cover our flaws while we were still sinners, it also made provisions for our flaws 
after we got saved (Romans 5:8, 1 John 2:1-2). God's saving arms are always waiting for 
you anytime you miss it.

Whereas the devil specializes in accusing us before our Father, Jesus is our Advocate 
with the Father and He ever lives to make intercession for us (Hebrews 7:25, 1 John 2:1). 
He would not allow the ultimate price He paid for us to be wasted. He would keep loving, 
seeking and praying until we find our way back into God's original plan and purpose for 
us (Luke 22:31-32). God is not just the God of a second chance; He is the God of another 
chance. Samson messed up despite the prophecies that had gone ahead of him (Judges 
13:1-5). The Philistines that he was meant to fight turned him to an entertainer right in 
their camp! He was seduced and deceived by his exploits (Judges 16:25).

Samson's hair grew again (Judges 16:22). God began to restore what he lost; his 
consecration and the commitment of Heaven to his destiny. It was recorded that he killed 
more people in his death than he did while alive (Judges 16:29-30). His kind of life or 
death is not to be desired but his restoration is a lesson for us. Your hair will grow again! I 
don't know where you have missed it. I don't know what has shaven off your 
consecration and anointing. I don't know where you have lost the substance of Grace. 
Your hair will grow again! You might have blown several chances in life; God is a God of 
another chance. Retrace your steps and run to His saving arms (Luke 15:17-20). Your 
best days are still out in front of you. Amen

Monday

rd 23
August, 2021

I refuse to give up; I pursue my destiny against all odds.

Father, restore me in every area where I have missed it in
Jesus name

Luke 15:11-32, 2 Corinthians 12:9-10, Hebrews 4:15-16 
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THE KIND OF PASTOR YOU NEED
Jeremiah 3:15

And I will give you pastors according to my heart,
who will feed you with knowledge and understanding.

Jeremiah 3:15

A lady came to meet me in my final year on campus; I was a campus pastor and we were 
both in our final year. In her words; "Sir, I have observed you for the past five years now. I 
know you are the kind of person I need to groom me for destiny. Can you be my mentor?”

Friend, you need to know the kind of pastor that you need. Most times, the kind of pastor 
you want is not the pastor you need. Whereas, you might want a pastor for cosmetic 
purpose, God gives you pastors based on the destiny He has for you and the training or 
moulding that it would require (Jeremiah 18:1-6). 

God already has the kind of pastor He has designed for you (Jeremiah 3:15). You need to 
do away with sentiments and be open-minded as He connects you to such; else, you 
would miss God's best for you. God has made provision for these two kinds of pastors in 
the body; the Paul's kind of pastor and the Barnabas's kind of pastor. You would 
determine who pastors you based on your attitude and response. The Paul's kind of 
pastors make godly demands on people helping them to fulfil God's highest purpose. 
This was who Paul was to Timothy (Acts 16:1-5, 2 Timothy 1:6).

The Barnabas's kind of pastors are the ones who pastor people with emotion; they are 
easily intimidated or affected by physical things while pastoring people. This was who 
Barnabas was to John Mark, his cousin (Acts 15:37-39, Colossians 4:10). Those who fall 
out from the demands of Paul would always have a Barnabas to pastor them. While 
Timothy became a Bishop, John Mark ended up a Deacon (1 Timothy 3:15, 2 Timothy 
4:11). Each of the two kinds of pastors would always think that the other is wrong. In 
fact, they often disagree (Acts 15:39). Actually, none of them is wrong; they are both 
God's provision for His people. If you are a Timothy in destiny, you would short-change 
yourself staying under Barnabas, and if you are a John Mark, you would think that Paul 
is being unnecessarily hard.

Tuesday

th 24
August, 2021

I choose to respond to the demands of God for my destiny

Lord, help me to go all the way with you fulfilling my destiny

Luke 9:23-24, 62, 2 Timothy 2:1-7, 2 Peter 1:10



58

YOU CANNOT BE NUMBER TWO
Matthew 19:30

But many who are first will be last,
and the last shall be first.

Matthew 19:30

We picked tags as we sat in to see the official. We would be called in according to the number 
on our tags. People kept asking, "Who is number two, who is number seven etc." They 
wanted to be sure that they would be attended to on time. Then it dawned on me that destiny 
is not like that; we can all be Number One.

Friend, there are only two positions in the Kingdom; the first and the last. There is no 
Number Two (Matthew 19:30). If we all pursue our unique callings we can all be the best 
that God has primed for us in life. Destiny is not about outsmarting other people, it is 
ensuring that you succeed to the capacity of God in you.

When you measure your life by what others are doing or not doing, you would be short-
changing yourself without knowing. A life of comparison is a limited life (John 21:20-22, 2 
Corinthians 10:12). You can be "the best" student on your campus, chorister in your Church, 
employee in your company, or pastor in your town, without necessarily being the best that 
you should be in God. Don't ever think you are failing because others are succeeding. The 
success of others does not make you a failure. At best, it should challenge and encourage you 
to pursue your own unique calling in life. Don't ever wish that anyone fails so that you can 
succeed. Nobody needs to fall for you to rise; Christ has done that already (Hebrews 2:10).

You become the last when you reject God's plan for your life (Matthew 19:16-30). Nobody 
has been created exactly like you to fit into your unique destiny. You are the first, the only and 
the best on your own path in destiny. Celebrate others and wish them well. Everyone can 
have a thriving ministry, business, marriage, career etc. In Christ, we are all ordained for the 
top (Ephesians 1:21, 2:10). Run your own race, face your unique destiny. Release the 
capacity of God in you (Matthew 25:24-30). You would not be judged based on someone 
else's reality but your unique purpose. God is raising an army (Joel 2:1-11). God is working 
with and through many people. To think that you are the only one is to be deceived, and to 
think that you do not count is to be mistaken (Judges 6:15, 1 Kings 19:14-18). You cannot be 
Number Two.

Wednesday

th 25
August, 2021

I follow God and focus on my unique destiny.

Father, help me to give my best to your unique calling for
my life in Jesus name.

1 Corinthians 7:21, 9:24-27, Colossians 4:17, Hebrews 12:1-2
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DON'T WALK ANYHOW
Colossians 1:10

That you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him,
being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the

knowledge of God
Colossians 1:10

Recently, I was teaching my daughter how to walk. It was one of those "Daddy-
Daughter Moments". So I told her, "Walk like a Queen. Walk with Grace and 
Elegance. Walk with Confidence. You are great." Those words supplied her 
understanding about her carriage as a young girl.

Friend, who is teaching you how to walk? It is one thing to be a Christian; it is another 
thing to be trained in Christian living. Most times, we assume that people would just 
live the Christian life without being taught. This is not so. We need to be trained in 
royalty (1 Peter 2:9).

As joint heirs with Christ, we need to learn the life in the Kingdom (Romans 8:17, 
Galatians 4:1-2). Like I did for my daughter, you need to be taught. It is not enough to 
know that you are the righteousness of God in Christ, you need instructions in 
righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21, 2 Timothy 3:16). The call to Christianity is not a 
call to live anyhow (Colossians 1:10). While hyper grace says, "walk anyhow", 
legalism puts you in the bondage of rules and regulations but Kingdom training helps 
you to enjoy freedom with righteous bound (Romans 6:13-18, Galatians 5:13). There 
is a way to walk in the Kingdom. There is a way to do business as a Christian. 

There is a way to comport yourself at your place of work. There is a way to relate with 
the world (2 Corinthians 6:17). There is a way to do marriage and relationship. We 
must walk worthy of our calling as Kingdom ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:20, 
Ephesians 4:1). We are to walk circumspectly; carefully, cautiously and courteously 
because the days are evil (Ephesians 5:15-16). We need to be wise as serpent and 
harmless as a dove (Matthew 10:16). Mind what you say (Colossians 4:6). Mind 
where you go (Genesis 34:1-2). Mind who you company with (Psalms 1:1-3). Don't 
walk anyhow.

Thursday

th 26
August, 2021

I walk and live as a royal priesthood; I represent God and
the Kingdom daily.

Lord, I receive Grace to walk worthy of you in all my life
and endeavours in Jesus name. 

Genesis 34:1-2, 1 Corinthians 15:33, 2 Corinthians 6:14-18
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IS IT BETTER?
Philippians 3:10-15

I press towards the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 3:14 

I ran into one of my classmates recently at a corporate office. We had our post graduate 
studies together few years back. After telling him my relocation to Akure and my 
ministerial work, he asked a funny but sincere question; "...but is it better?" My 
response quieted him.

Friend, answering God's call is always better. It may look stupid to others but it's the 
best and wisest decision you can ever make. God always calls us into something 
better. Serving God costs, but the payment far outweighs its cost. The process may be 
rough but the end result is always better (John 12:24). 

When it comes to answering God's call, who you look up to matters. Jesus is our 
model and pattern for life and ministry. His life evidenced what God can do with a 
man who is yielded to Him (Philippians 2:5-11, Hebrews 12:1-2). Abraham's life is 
also worthy of emulation here (Isaiah 51:2). You get discouraged when you look at the 
wrong people or place. If God has called you into the ministry or to walk a peculiar 
road in life, your friends in the secular cannot be your model. The more you look at 
them, the more you feel that God has cheated you.

God may not pay you every weekend or month end, but know that He would certainly 
pay you. God does not owe any man. This is what people don't often understand. Don't 
judge the wisdom in your decision to follow God's plan by what you are seeing today; 
time will tell. When you look back after some years, you would discover that you are 
better off following God than otherwise (Malachi 3:13-18). Success in life and 
ministry is not automatic; you need to pay your dues (Galatians 6:7-9). God supplies 
the calling, you supply the diligence (2 Peter 1:10). I know it's a journey of faith but 
the end is predictable if you walk the road and submit to the process.

Friday

th 27
August, 2021

I press towards the mark of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus. 

Father, help me to see your call for what it is and to pay
the necessary price.

Proverbs 4:18, Luke 12:49-50, Acts 26:19
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"DADDY, YOU ARE RIGHT”
Numbers 23:19

God is not a man that He should lie,
nor a son of man that He should repent…

Numbers 23:19

I provided some explanations as I supervised my daughter on her home work from 
school. She doubted my answers because of how she was taught in school. I did not 
argue with her. After some minutes, she came back to say, "Daddy, you are right. I got the 
same answer as you." I responded, "Did you think Daddy would be wrong?”

Friend, do you think that your Daddy God can be wrong? Do you think that God can 
make mistake with your life and the events around you? The humbling truth is, as a 
human father, I can be wrong. But God cannot be wrong. Even when His acts seem 
wrong, God is never wrong; He's Faithful and True (Revelation 19:11).

You should learn to trust God even when you cannot trace Him. Despite the fact that the 
name of God was not mentioned once in the book of Esther, God remains the One 
working behind the scene. There are times when we cannot really figure out what God is 
doing; this is where Faith comes in (2 Corinthians 5:7). God is a Faith God and Faith is 
none-sense (Job 13:15). We make God happy when we trust His wisdom and judgment 
even when we don't understand what's happening (Job 19:25). There is a reason He's 
omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient. He knows tomorrow more than we know 
yesterday. He's got all power in His hands. He is intentional about everything He does. 

Like i did to my daughter, God would not argue with you when you doubt His wisdom. 
He would allow you to prove He's right; only that you might go through unnecessary 
frustrations when you insist on your own way. But like Abraham, you can judge God 
faithful (Hebrews 11:11). Man works from the beginning to the end, while God works 
from the end to the beginning (Isaiah 46:10). God knows the answers before the 
questions of life come; while we are trying to determine the answers from the questions 
(Jeremiah 10:23). But we can tap into the intelligence of God and live by the answer 
(Genesis 41:16). May you be able to prove in every area of your life that God is right! 
Amen!

Saturday

th 28
August, 2021

I judge God faithful and true.

Lord, help me to trust your wisdom and faithfulness all the
days of my life. Amen

2 Timothy 2:13, Titus 1:2, Hebrews 11:6
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HIRE YOURSELF
Matthew 20:1-16

They said to him, ‘Because no one hired us…
Matthew 20:7 

Recently, while preaching in Church, my wife made a statement that touched me deeply. 
She said, "When my husband told me he was going full time with the ministry, I knew he 
must have been led. He was not trying to escape from work. I have always known him to be 
very hard working; he would juggle different jobs with pastoring those days.”

Friend, what is your understanding about life and labour? Some people see work as a 
punishment while others see it as the manifestation of the curse. But correct Bible people 
know that labouring is part of the manifestation of the Covenant. The Kingdom of God 
forbids idleness. God is never idle, Jesus was never idle while on earth (John 5:17).

The reason a lot of people would not be profitably engaged is because they are looking for 
who to hire them (Matthew 20:7). You need to hire yourself before others can hire you. You 
need to be productively engaged with the business of life and destiny if you hope to get 
opportunities out there. Work has been designed by God to help us release our potentials. 
When you are not working or are underworking, you would be frustrating the greatness that 
has been put inside you by God. When some people read the story of Isaac in Genesis 26, 
they are quick to celebrate the fact that he was increasingly prosperous (Genesis 26:12-14). 
What they fail to realize is that Isaac planted crops (Genesis 26:12-14)

 The story of Isaac is not just to be used to receive offerings and financial seeds in Church. It 
should rather be used to encourage people to labour. Agriculture was the work in those 
days; Isaac worked. He defied the oppositions and recession of his day; he manifested the 
blessing by working. Your life would be filled to the extent of your labour (Proverbs 24:30-
34). Whoever does not work must not eat (Ephesians 4:28, 2 Thessalonians 3:10). A young 
lady in our Church moved from being a volunteer in an NGO to becoming the State 
Coordinator of the NGO. Rather than waiting to be hired, hire yourself. Volunteer 
somewhere. Add value. Be productively engaged. Your next opportunity must meet you 
working (Ruth 2:1-5, Amos 7:14-15, Matthew 4:21).

Sunday

th 29
August, 2021

I choose to labour with the grace of God.

Father, deliver me from every spirit of idleness in Jesus name.

Proverbs 14:23, John 9:4, 1 Corinthians 15:9-10
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DIVINE TEST
Genesis 22:1-19

Now it came to pass after these things
that God tested Abraham…

Genesis 22:1

Sometime ago, I was invited to an event. The organizer personally called to tell me he 
would like me to grace the occasion. But while introducing people, he introduced everyone 
beside and around me, except me. My flesh started speaking loud but within me I knew it 
was a test.  

Friend, God would normally test you before He trusts you (Genesis 22:1-19). It is the tested 
that can be trusted. Every day, you are either failing divine test or passing it. Some tests are 
minor tests while some are major. Minor tests form our cumulative assessments with God 
while major tests are defining tests; they determine our promotion in destiny (Proverbs 
29:26).

The tests of God would come unannounced so you need to live ready. God would bring you 
in contact with people, processes and places to test you. When God is using people to test 
you, you need to look beyond the people to what God is taking you through. Like Jacob, it 
was written that a certain man wrestled with him, and then it turned out that he had been 
wrestling with God (Genesis 32:24-30). When God uses processes to test you, your heart 
must be right so you won't fail the test. The Israelites failed the test of process. God took 
them through the wilderness to test their hearts but they failed woefully; they murmured 
and complained. Majority of them did not get to the Promised Land (Deuteronomy 8:1-3, 1 
Corinthians 10:1-12). 

God would bring you into places to test you. Most times, where you would eventually be 
God would take you there briefly to test your heart and attitude. David was brought close to 
kingship to test his heart (1 Samuel 18:5-15). David's heart was right. He got close to power 
and greatness without grabbing it; he allowed divine plan to play out (1 Samuel 24:4-20). It 
is private tests that bring public testimony. Eliab had privately failed the test of God before 
the public selection (1 Samuel 16:7). David had passed divine test and was prepared for the 
throne (1 Samuel 16:1, Psalms 78:70-72). Are you passing the test of God?

Monday

th 30
August, 2021

I live ready; I pass divine tests daily.

Lord, please show me mercy wherever I have failed your
test in Jesus name.

Job 1:6-12, Matthew 26:39, Philippians 2:5-11
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GOD WILL MAKE A WAY
Isaiah 43:18-21

…I will even make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.

Isaiah 43:19

One of the funny experiences I've had travelling with the Google Map is when I have 
so much depended on it, only to get to a point and the navigation system says, "GPS is 
lost". At that point, I know I need God to show the way.

Friend, one of the most profound revelations of God is that He is the Way Maker. In 
fact, He is not just the Way Maker; He is the Way (John 14:6). When you seem 
stranded, understand that God is the Way and when you seek Him, He shows you the 
way. You cannot know God as the Way Maker if you have not yet known Him as the 
Way.

God already has factored in the possibility of being clueless and confused in our walk 
with Him. When we seem to be fed with the bread of adversity and the water of 
affliction, we must tune our ears to His voice (Isaiah 30:20-21). Perhaps, you are faced 
with challenges, and thinking if you can handle the stuff that are coming your way at 
this time. Rest assured that God has already made a way of escape for you (1 
Corinthians 10:13). You need your eyes to be open to see it (Genesis 21:19, 22:13, 2 
Kings 6:17).

You need to rely on the intelligence of God when you are at a crossroad. This is not the 
time to jump at what feels good. What feels good may not be what is good (Proverbs 
14:12). Don't fall for the alternatives of the devil when God's best is just around the 
corner (Proverbs 3:5-7). God is a specialist at converting walls to doors. He knows 
how to bring hope out of hopelessness and frustrations (Hosea 2:15). He knows how 
to bring opportunities out of oppositions. Trust Him; He will turn things around for 
you. God will make a way. Amen!

Tuesday

st 31
August, 2021

I serve God who is the Way; I cannot be stranded in life.

Father, move me from confusion to direction; cause me to
make unhindered progress in Jesus name. Amen

Genesis 37:15, Job 22:29, Psalms 37:23
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MY DADDY WILL GIVE ME
Matthew 7:11

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more will your Father

who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him.
Matthew 7:11

"Daddy, would you be able to give me the money they asked us to bring in school?" 
asked my daughter. My response was convincing; "Of course, I would give you." She 
shouted, "Yes! I already told my classmates that my Daddy will give me.”

Friend, you need to face life with the understanding that your Daddy God will give 
you. I have never told my children that I cannot afford something. Even if it's 
something beyond my reach financially, I always assured them I would give them, and 
I've always done that by God's Grace. I go all the way to get it done. I'm doing that to 
let them know that God can be trusted.

Most times, our understanding or relationship with God is often affected by the people 
that raised us; our parents most importantly. If you have an earthly father who keeps 
telling you that he cannot afford stuff, or always shouts when needs arise, it may affect 
your faith in God and your outlook on life. God is not like your earthly father; He can 
afford anything and everything (Psalms 27:10, 50:10, 2 Peter 1:3). He is more willing 
to give us than we are willing to receive (Matthew 7:11). He only wants us to prioritize 
Him and His kingdom (Matthew 6:33). 

One of your most sacred responsibilities as a parent is to model the Father God 
correctly before your children. Your children should see God through you. They 
should trust God through you. They should feel God's love through you. Make up 
your mind to give them a solid foundation for a solid walk with God (2 Timothy 1:5). 
If you don't know the Heavenly Father, you cannot father correctly (Acts 17:28, 
Hebrews 12:9). You need to tap into His fathering grace so you can father correctly. 
Most times, after promising my children that I would do stuff for them, I go into 
prayers to the Heavenly father for provisions. The truth is, I am limited but God is not.

Wednesday
st

 1
September,

2021

I have a Father that will never ever fail me.

Father, help me to trust your fatherhood always.

Ephesians 3:14, 20, Philippians 4:19, Hebrews 13:5-6
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THE PROMISE KEEPER
Hebrews 6:13-18

That by two immutable things, in which it is
impossible for God to lie…

Hebrews 6:18

I was listening to a message some time ago where the man of God said he went visiting 
his married old son in the US. While in the US, he went to the supermarket, bought a 
bicycle and gave it as a surprise gift to his son. Surprised, his son asked why? He 
responded, "I promised you a bicycle when you were a child. Now, I'm fulfilling my 
promise." 

Friend, just like that father, God is a promise keeper. The above father ensured that he 
kept his promise to his old son to let him know that God is a promise keeper. Some 
people are well intentioned but at times, they lack ability or circumstances beyond their 
control show up; while some have ability but lack credibility.

When it has to do with your engagement with God and His promises, never forget this; 
"God is willing. God is able. God is faithful. God is ready." When you doubt the 
willingness of God, your faith would be affected. Jesus never let anyone get confused 
about His willingness while on earth; He always told them He's willing (Mark 1:39-42). 
Ability lies with God; He has all things within His power to fulfil His promise to you 
(Ephesians 3:20). God is faithful. He can be trusted. He is not a man that He should lie 
(Numbers 23:19, Hebrews 6:13-18). God would not ask you to come tomorrow for what 
He promised today.

When God gives you a promise, He is not going to do it, He has already done it. This is 
the beauty of the New Covenant and the life of Faith. Faith is not "God will do it." Faith 
is, "God has done it." God finishes before He starts. Our job is to receive what He has 
already done (Hebrews 4:1-3, 2 Peter 1:3). The mistake a lot of people make is trying to 
have faith for what God has not promised; it would not work! You need to get God's 
promise in His word for every of your desires and expectations. This is when you can 
release your faith. It may seem delayed but you cannot be denied. All the promises of 
God in Christ are "Yes and Amen" (2 Corinthians 1:20). God cannot lie!

Thursday
nd

 2
September,

2021

I serve the Promise Keeper; my faith is unwavering.

Father, I choose to trust you as the Promise Keeper;
I believe that you cannot lie.

Genesis 22:16-18, Matthew 7:9-11, Hebrews 11:6
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SITTING BEFORE RISING
Luke 14:28

For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit
down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it.

Luke 14:28

I read somewhere recently about the life and times of Usain Bolt as an Olympic 
medallist. The story read that Usain Bolt won 8 gold medals in 3 Olympics and ran for 
less than 115 seconds. He earned 119 million dollars. But for those 2 minutes, he 
trained for 20 years. 

Friend, before every rising, there must first be a sitting. Did you notice that Jesus' 3.5 
years of ministry took him about 30 years of preparations? It seems like the longer the 
preparation the better the manifestation (2 Chronicles 27:6, Luke 3:23). Champions 
are not made on the ring; they are only discovered on the ring.

As Christians, the Bible describes us as; a farmer, an athlete and a soldier (2 Timothy 
2:3-6). All of these speak of the level of preparations that must be put into what we do. 
A farmer is known for hard work, consistency and patience (James 5:7). A soldier is 
known for perseverance and stamina (2 Timothy 2:3). An athlete is known for 
discipline and preparations (1 Corinthians 9:24-27, 2 Timothy 2:5). Your destiny is a 
tower-like destiny, not a mud house (Luke 14:28). A lot of thinking, planning, labours 
and consistency are expected if you hope to achieve lasting success. 

Sometimes when you see how some people engage their life and work, you can tell 
what they are up to. It was Abraham Lincoln who said, "Give me six hours to chop 
down a tree and I will spend the first four sharpening the axe." This is the kind of 
mind-set we should carry into life. Those who plan and engage life on a long term 
basis have the more likelihood to achieve lasting success than those who do not. Lay a 
solid foundation for your success in your life and enterprise before engaging in fun 
and pleasure (Proverbs 24:27). Those who live a life of pleasure always end up in 
pressure (1Timothy 5:6). If you want to rise in manifestation, you need to first sit in 
preparation.

Friday
rd

 3
September,

2021

I live intentionally on a daily basis.

Lord, baptize me with wisdom to build a great destiny.

Genesis 11:1-6, 26:12-14, Proverbs 6:6-11, Ecclesiastes 10:10
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SHEEP WITHOUT SHEPHERD
Matthew 9:36

But when he saw the multitudes, He was moved with
compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered,

like sheep having no shepherd.
Matthew 9:36

He noticed that most of the folks that come to him for counselling were from other 
Churches. One day, he asked one of the counselees; "who is your pastor and where is 
your home Church?" Her response startled him. She said, "Sir, you know we are sheep; 
we have been told to look for where to graze and keep grazing around.”

Friend, one of the greatest needs of man is the need for a shepherding voice and 
authority. This is why Jesus called Himself the Good Shepherd; Peter referred to Him as 
the Chief Shepherd (John 10:11, 1 Peter 5:1-4). When Jesus saw the multitudes, His 
concern was nothing other than the absence of a shepherd in their lives (Matthew 9:35-
36). 

People do not need more teachers and preachers. They do not need more politicians, 
prophets or prayer contractors. What they need is shepherds (Matthew 9:36). Remember 
that Jesus had just finished an itinerant ministry teaching, preaching and healing people. 
He really had a great time of ministry. But he still realized that all of these cannot replace 
the ministry of a shepherd in the lives of people. The reason they fainted and were 
scattered abroad (looking for healings and helps) is because of the lack of a shepherd.

You need to put first thing first; when the ministry of a shepherd in your life is 
established, all other things would begin to fall in place (Jeremiah 3:15). The voice of a 
shepherd would prevent you from danger, bring stability to your life, give direction, 
bring health and wholeness, dissolve doubts and fears etc. (Psalms 23:1-6, Ezekiel 34:1-
6, John 10:4-5). We are called sheep, not because we are stupid but because we follow 
leadership (John 10:14, 21:15-17, Hebrews 13:17). A sheep may look vulnerable but he 
has the greatest protection and provision. When God locates you under a shepherding 
authority, He has solved 99% of your problems in life. Don't be a sheep without 
shepherd.

Saturday
th

 4
September,

2021

I am a sheep, I follow leadership.

Father, help me to locate my sheepfold and to stay there.

John 10:1-16, Acts 20:26-32, 1Timothy 3:15
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LESSON FROM A PROTÉGÉ
1 Corinthians 4:15

For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ,
yet you do not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have

begotten you through the gospel.
1 Corinthians 4:15

She sent me a relatively long note. It was her two years anniversary of following. I don't keep 
such dates but her mentioning it brought back the memory. She highlighted how it all started; 
the instructions, counsels and corrections she had received all along, and the massive progress 
she has made following. She ended it with a note of gratitude and her new expectations. I was 
inspired.

Friend, mentorship relationship should be an intentional relationship. Like my spiritual father 
would always teach us; "In life, you would meet a lot of unconscious teachers, but you must 
never be an unconscious learner". This is true of mentorship. Don't be an unconscious learner. 
Don't be a frivolous protégé. Know what you want. Know what you are doing. Invest in the 
relationship.

Mentorship is not another brand statement you are trying to make about your life. It is not the 
public accolades and shouts. It is about what is going on privately. Like my dear protégé, it is 
about what you are learning and receiving from the mentor, and the transformation that you are 
experiencing. Mentorship is work; both for the mentor and the protégé. Mentorship is not 
follow up. In follow up, the "follow-upper" follows you up but in mentorship, you do the 
following (2 Kings 2:1-9). You need to go all the way. Most times, it is not what the mentor 
teaches you in a formal setting that makes you, it is what you pick in informal situations 
(Philippians 4:9). You must be hypersensitive (2 Kings 2:10).

If you are following a mentor without something definite taking place in your life, it is either 
you are following the wrong mentor or you are following wrongly. Following is an art; there is a 
way to do it. There is what to follow. We don't follow fashion, we follow faith. We don't follow 
style, we follow substance. We don't follow the blessing; we follow the process (Isaiah 51:1-2, 
Hebrews 13:7, 17). We follow to become (John 1:12, 1 Corinthians 11:1). "When you know 
your father, you have an identity but when your father knows you, you have an inheritance" 
(Rev. Olusola Areogun). Don't be casual about who you follow. Let him know you. Learn from 
various people but have a fathering voice in your life; it would make a whole lot of difference 
(Genesis 25:5-6, Acts 4:13, 1 Corinthians 4:15).

Sunday
th

 5
September,

2021

I know my father, and I follow faithfully as a son (or daughter).

Lord, show me my kingdom father and help me to
follow profitably.

Esther 4:13-16, 1 Corinthians 11:1, Philippians 2:22
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"THE MOON IS FOLLOWING US”
2 Corinthians 4:18

While we do not look at the things which are seen, but at
the things which are not seen. For the things which are

seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
2 Corinthians 4:18

As I stepped out of our apartment, my two girls followed me. While we walked around, 
the younger one kept saying, "Daddy, the moon is following us." I tried to hide my 
laughter. Then I explained to her, "the moon is not following us, we are the one moving. 
The moon is static." She got the message.

Friend, life is about perspective. Until you get your perspective right, you would make a 
lot of wrong judgements and actions. One of the blessings you can get out of your walk 
with the Lord is the supply of perspectives. The word of God, prayers, worship, godly 
relationships etc. are all channels of gaining perspectives.

There is something about prayer and worship that helps us to see life correctly. David 
was initially disturbed about the prosperity of the wicked until he got a new perspective 
in God (Psalms 73:1-3). The people he thought were successful were standing on 
sinking sand (Psalms 73:17-19). What we see is not all there is to life. What is invisible is 
more real than what is visible (2 Corinthians 4:18). The invisible is what influences the 
visible. We walk by faith and not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). What others call affliction 
is our pathway to glory. What others call problem is opportunity in disguise (2 
Corinthians 4:17).

Leaders see things differently. How you see things determines what you get out of it. The 
disciples saw five loaves and two fish, and how bad the situation was. Jesus saw the seed 
for the miraculous so He gave thanks (John 6:9-11). How do you see your meagre salary; 
a point of complaint or a seed for the miraculous? You are either Covenant Compliant or 
you live a life of Complaint. The covenant demands gratitude (Colossians 1:12). 
Gratitude is perspective. Contentment is perspective (Philippians 4:12-13, Hebrews 
13:5-6). Abundance is perspective (Philippians 4:19). Victory is perspective (2 Kings 
6:15-18). The covenant demands that you see what Christ has done in the midst of what 
the devil seems to be doing.

Monday
th

 6
September,

2021

My perspective in life is shaped by the word of God.

Lord, help me to see as you see in Jesus name. Amen

2 Kings 6:15-17, John 11:1-4, Romans 8:28
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SKILL BRINGS SUCCESS
Ecclesiastes 10:10

If the axe is dull and one does not sharpen the edge,
then he must use more strength; but skill brings success.

Ecclesiastes 10:10

I noticed that she kept sending in "tithes" to the Church account. Her business was just 
a few months old. Curiously, I asked, "you must have been making huge profits 
because I keep seeing your tithes." Her response revealed her knowledge of business; 
"Sir, as I make sales, I pay tithe of the sales." I had to correct her.

Friend, it is not enough to do business, you must do it well. Some people are just in 
busyness, not business. While it is important to venture into business, it is best to 
know how it works. I have folks around me who are making it big in business, and I've 
seen folks who have lost their investments due to ignorance or limited knowledge.

In every field of human endeavour, the know-how is important to success 
(Ecclesiastes 10:15). Ultimately, your learning power would determine your earning 
power. If you don't learn, you would soon become lean economically and financially. 
There is the requisite knowledge needed to thrive in life (Hosea 4:6). This knowledge 
is situation specific. That you know how to quote the Bible or speak in tongues does 
not mean you know how to do business, just as being a man of God does not make you 
fly an aeroplane. There is the place of skill.

One of the signs that you lack skill is that you labour without commensurate result 
(Ecclesiastes 10:10). That is not time to bind the devil; it is time to acquire the right 
skill. Grace is never a substitute for skill acquisition. Grace manifests itself in skills. 
God answers our prayers by showing us what to do; who to meet, where to go, what to 
read and the strategies to deploy ((Daniel 9:22, James 1:5). Prayer is not magic; it has 
a logic which when followed births success. Your life itself is a business; live it well 
(Luke 2:49, 19:13, 1 Thessalonians 4:11). You will succeed!

Tuesday
th

 7
September,

2021

I know what to do; I am not confused.

Father, help me to acquire the relevant knowledge for my
rising and shining.

Psalms 127:1-2, John 6:6, 1 Thessalonians 4:11
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TAKE CARE OF YOUR LOOK
Genesis 41:14

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him
quickly out of the dungeon; and he shaved, changed his clothing,

and came to Pharaoh.
Genesis 41:14

While growing up, we had a neighbour who was very concerned about the way she 
looked. I guess she was having some inferior complex or so. Whenever she finishes 
dressing, she would come ask us, "Am I fine? Is this dress fitting?" We often respond 
in the affirmative.

Friend, man is a tripartite being; you are a spirit, you have a soul and live in a body. 
God is interested in your whole being (1 Thessalonians 5:23). Any gospel that speaks 
to only your spirit, to the neglect of your soul and body, is an incomplete gospel. Jesus 
saved you wholly and He expects you to take care of your body as you would your 
spirit.

Your body has been given you as the vehicle for your spirit on earth. But your body 
can be a prison for your spirit if not well managed.  Part of taking care of your body is 
taking care of your look. Notice that the Bible was not silent about the looks of Bible 
champions like Joseph, Daniel, Esther, Saul and even Moses (Genesis 39:6, 
Deuteronomy 34:7, 1 Samuel 9:2, 16:12, Esther 2:7). Of course, the focus was not 
their looks but there are no irrelevant details in the Bible. Jesus also increased in 
stature (Luke 2:52).

No doubt, Joseph was gifted and anointed but he needed to take care of his look 
(Genesis 41:14). He would not appear before Pharaoh anyhow; he shaved up, dressed 
up and showed up! People will see you before they hear you. The container is equally 
important, not just the content (2 Corinthians 4:7, 2 Timothy 2:20-21). The way you 
take care of you is a reflection of how you would take care of people and what is 
committed to your hands. People have lost job and marriage opportunities based on 
this simple fact. Taking care of your look is not first about money but discipline, 
planning and commitment.

Wednesday
th

 8
September,

2021

I am royalty; I live like one, I dress like one.

Lord, help me to live a balanced life; may I not truncate your
plan for me in Jesus name.

Exodus 28:2, 1 Samuel 16:11-13, 1 Peter 2:9
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SILENT IMPACT
Isaiah 42:1-4

He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, nor
cause His voice to be heard in the street.

Isaiah 42:2 

"Sir, I love your leadership. There is no noise but there is real impact." This was the 
comment I got years ago after pastoring my fellowship on campus. This comment 
reinforced my philosophy about leadership and impact; you don't have to make noise 
to make impact.

Friend, leadership is most potent when it is silent. There is something like silent 
impact. You don't have to make noise to make news (Isaiah 42:2). The stuff that make 
the greatest impact are often small and invisible. It is small hinges that swing big 
doors. Don't wait until you are big before you do something significant with your life.

Impact is not measured in a moment; it is measured in a lifetime. You would never 
have thought that David was doing anything serious with his life until the day of 
reckoning. He was making silent impact with the flock of his father, Jesse (1 Samuel 
16:11-13, 33-37). Don't waste destiny opportunity in seemingly small assignments. 
Uriah was one of those unsung heroes in the Bible. His response to David reflected his 
heart and attitude towards life and the kingdom (2 Samuel 11:11). What is your 
attitude towards life and kingdom service? How do you handle stuff when in 
obscurity? 

Some people will never attempt to do something great for God unless it would be 
published publicly. There are some assignments that are designed for private; 
intercession is one of them. A lot of people have lost their intercessory grace because 
of the desire to be seen. The design of the body reveals how God wisely hides the most 
important parts (1 Corinthians 12:24). If your heart decides to jump out to be seen, it 
ceases to exist. If you are the heart, pump blood. Make impact without striving to be 
seen. You may not show in the photograph, but heaven bears record of your impact 
(Revelation 3:8).

Thursday
th

 9
September,

2021

I am a person of impact; I serve God wholeheartedly
everywhere, everyday.

Father, help me to serve you in sincerity and truth in
Jesus name.

1 Samuel 17:34-37, Acts 4:34-36, Philippians 2:25-30
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WHO KILLED URIAH?
2 Samuel 11:14-17

And he wrote in the letter, saying, “Set Uriah in the
forefront of the hottest battle, and retreat from him,

that he may be struck down and die.
2 Samuel 11:15

I had pastored him for a few years. Suddenly, he went incommunicado. I was 
bothered. I kept trying all his phone lines to no avail. After a few years, he called. 
"Where have you been?" I asked. His response surprised me; "I deliberately changed 
my line so no one could reach me. I had to make some decisions. But now I'm in a 
mess.”

Friend, relationships are bridges to your next level of success. You are just about four 
people away from whoever you want to meet and wherever you want to be in life. The 
portraits of the blessed man in scriptures emphasized his relationship (Psalms 1:1-3). 
Truly, your net worth is determined by your network.

Who killed Uriah? Some would say it's David. Others would say it's Israel's enemy. 
But I believe it was that people retired from him (2 Samuel 11:15). That was the 
strategy of David. That is the strategy of the devil against people today. When God 
wants to bless you, He would connect you with the right people, and when the devil 
wants to destroy you, he would separate you from the right relationships. You are as 
strong as your relationship network. A sheep is only vulnerable when he leaves the 
sheepfold. You must be sensitive to the subtle strategies of the devil to separate you 
from your destiny company.

Daniel refused to be promoted to a place of vulnerability. He kept his destiny 
relationship (Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego) close to him as he moved up the 
career ladder. It was his strategy for safety and sanity (Daniel 2:48-49). The apostles 
went back to their own company (Acts 4:23). Do you have your own company? Who 
do you run to when you are down spiritually or emotionally? Who do you run to when 
you have battles confronting you? Don't fight alone when you can win with the right 
people (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, Ephesians 6:12).

Friday
th

 10
September,

2021

I refuse to be separated from critical relationships in destiny.

Lord, help me to recognize destiny relationships and to service
them appropriately in Jesus name.

Genesis 13:1-13, Proverbs 13:20, 1 Corinthians 15:33
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WHO IS INTRODUCING YOU?
Acts 9:26-28

But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. And he 
declared to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He

had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.
Acts 9:27

Few years ago, I was invited to minister in a Church. It was pastored by an elder in the faith. 
He was a little sceptical given that the program committee suggested a young man as guest 
speaker. So he asked them to put the invite on hold so he could make his findings about me. 
He put a few calls through to the senior leaders of our former ministry. Afterwards, he said, 
"I have heard a lot of positive commendations about you. You have the stage!" That incident 
taught me a lesson about the power of recommendation.

Friend, there is power in positive recommendation. Most times, someone would have to 
introduce you to your critical audience. This is why you must be careful of the taste you are 
leaving behind in the mouth of those with whom you have relationship. It could be the 
reason for future recommendations or restrictions.

As Heavenly as the life and ministry of Jesus was, someone had to introduce him before 
people could receive him. A lot of people had been used to John the Baptist. They respected 
his ministry. He was a voice that everyone could listen to. Introducing Jesus as the Messiah 
was instrumental to the acceptance of Jesus' ministry (John 1:26-37). It gave him access, 
acceptability and credibility. Think of the role that Barnabas played in Paul's ministry and 
you would understand and appreciate the power of recommendation (Acts 9:26-29). A lot 
of people still doubted Paul’s conversion. It took a Barnabas to make him known.

You cannot force destiny to happen, you need to align yourself with the principles that 
make life work. Life becomes beautiful when God positions people around you to take you 
by the hand. Peter was shut out of the palace, during the trial of Jesus, until a certain 
disciple, known to the high priest, gave him access (John 18:15-16). You cannot be a 
reference without a reference point. Someone should be able to tell your story. Don't abuse 
fathers else you prolong your journey in destiny. Don't joke with where you are now and 
who you are relating with; they are ladders to your next level. Career advancement thrives 
on referrals. Business thrives on referrals. You cannot introduce yourself as others would.

Saturday
th

 11
September,

2021

I build lasting relationships for lasting success.

Father, connect me with people that would introduce me to
my critical audience.

Genesis 41:9-14, Esther 2:5-10, John 1:45
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THE HAND OF GOD OR THE FACE OF GOD?

Psalms 27:8

When you said, “Seek my face,” my heart said to you,
“Your face, LORD, I will seek.

Psalms 27:8 

My spiritual father shared a story of how someone inviting him for a program. After 
checking the invite, he told the young man, "would you prefer a relationship access 
with me or that I should come speak for you?" The young man opted for a speaking 
engagement, not a relationship. My spiritual father declined the invite.

Friend, what do you want from God? What He gives or who He is; a visitation or a 
relationship? The purpose of divine visitation is to establish a relationship with us. 
Blessings are not end in themselves but means to an end. After Peter got his business 
breakthrough, he abandoned everything to follow Jesus (Luke 5:6-11).

You must relate wisely with God if you would go far in life and destiny. You must 
decide to not be satisfied with His giving hand but His face; His presence, not just His 
presents. His presence is what brings change and transformation (2 Corinthians 3:18, 
4:6). Once your priority shifts from the blessing to the Blesser, God would begin to 
take you serious. God does not build His kingdom around seekers of blessings but 
custodians of His presence (Psalms 103:7). Jesus multiplied loaves of bread and fish 
with the multitude but He shared eternal life with His disciples. The difference was 
their choices (John 6:67-69).

God wants to move you from a taste of His blessings to a state of the blessing (Psalms 
34:8). Abraham only gave gifts to the children of the concubine but he gave ALL that 
he had to Isaac, his son (Genesis 25:5-6). You must move from being an opportunist to 
a carrier of kingdom inheritance. Those who are seekers of what God gives and not 
who He is may seem to be making progress but it's only for a short time. You must not 
allow what others are flaunting around to discourage you in your walk with the Lord. 
When you are a follower of God, you become a possessor of Heaven and Earth; you 
are in command (Genesis 14:19, 18:17-19).

Sunday
th

 12
September,

2021

I am a seeker of God’s face, not just His hands.

Lord, show me your face; transform my life and destiny
in Jesus name

2 Samuel 14:24-33, Proverbs 27:19, 2 Corinthians 3:18
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A TOOL OR A TOY?
Galatians 4:1-2

Now I say that the heir as long as he is a child, does not
differ at all from a slave, though he is master of all…

Galatians 4:1

Recently, my daughter asked me to get her a mobile phone. I smiled and asked her what 
she'd like to do with it. After mentioning games, cartoons and the likes, she mentioned that 
she would stream live services with it. I enlightened her further and promised to get her 
one at the appropriate time. 

Friend, you must learn to differentiate between a tool and a toy if you hope to fulfil destiny. 
Toys would keep you engaged; waste your time without adding significantly to you. Tools 
would help your productivity and maximize your destiny. A tool can turn to a toy if the 
handler is not well schooled (Galatians 4:1-2).

God is not interested in giving you toys, He wants to empower you with tools (James 
1:17). Tools are needed to fulfil purpose and only purposeful people can get the best out of 
what God gives. While babies acquire toys, mature people go for tools. Your growth would 
definitely impact how you see and use things. You need a significant doze of wisdom for 
you to maximize what God gives. Wisdom will teach you to use what God gives for its 
purpose. Money is a tool but it can be a toy and a waste in the hands of people who lack 
divine wisdom in administering it (1 Timothy 6:17-19). Solomon started out in wisdom 
but when folly set in, divine tools became satanic traps (1 Kings 3:3-13, 11:1-4).

As you make progress in God, you would acquire things. But you must ensure that what 
you possess does not possess you. You must maintain focus so you won't be living your life 
to prove a point rather than please the One to whom you are answerable (Luke 12:16-21, 
Hebrews 4:12-13). When you see your cars, private jets, big houses, gadgets etc. as tools 
and not toys, you would not have to make noise about them. Beware of satanic traps. When 
you lose focus on God, purpose and eternity, you would fall for the traps of the devil. The 
mobile phone that should enhance your productivity and destiny fulfilment can become a 
trap that demobilizes and eventually destroys you. Until you see what God gives you as a 
tool to fulfil destiny, you are not safe to be blessed (Genesis 12:2, 13:2).

Monday
th

 13
September,

2021

I am a son; I walk with tools, I am not distracted with toys.

Father, help me to live a life of purpose and responsibility.

Genesis 25:31-32, 1 Kings 11:1-9, 1 Corinthians 6:12
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RISK TAKERS, CARE TAKERS & UNDERTAKERS

2 Kings 7:1-9

Now, there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate;
and they said to one another, “Why are we sitting here until we die…

2 Kings 7:3

Several years ago, I pastored a young man who was a risk taker. He would come to me 
with big business propositions. He once abandoned a good paying job to pursue his 
business dreams. The last time I saw him, he was already employing quite a good 
number of people and making significant progress in life and business.

Friend, there are three kinds of people on the earth; the risk takers, the caretakers and 
the undertakers. You need to choose which category you would belong by your 
understanding of the Kingdom and your attitude towards life. While risk takers care 
about the future, caretakers care about the present and undertakers care about the past.
God is always leading you forward. Until you learn to deal with your past you cannot 
journey into a glorious future with God. God was starting something new with 
Abraham and he would need to leave the old to step into the new (Genesis 12:1, 
Hebrews 11:8). Risk takers live life in the challenge zone, caretakers live life in the 
coasting zone while undertakers live in the comfort zone. Your success is at the other 
side of comfort and fear. For some people, what used to be a challenge zone ends up 
being a comfort zone after they have been so used to it. Terah planned to go to Canaan 
but he settled and died in Haran (Genesis 11:31-32). 

Success is a journey, not a destination. You need to constantly stay inspired and 
challenged if you would manifest greatness and fulfil destiny. We are all taking risks 
everyday but successful people have learnt to take risks intentionally and 
intelligently. Life is a risk. Getting married is a risk. Boarding an airplane is a risk. 
Starting a ministry is a risk. It is risky not to take a risk (2 Kings 7:3). Learn to take 
Holy Spirit inspired risks (Hebrews 11:27). Sometimes, you need to bite more than 
you can chew so that God can help you to chew it. You would not know how powerful 
God is until you commit Him. When next the devil asks you, "What if you fail?" Reply 
him, "What if I succeed?"

Tuesday
th

 14
September,

2021

I am risk taker; I go all the way fulfilling destiny.

Lord, baptize me with the spirit of faith and boldness to
fulfil my destiny. Amen

Proverbs 22:13, Esther 4:14-16, Philippians 3:1-0-14
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LIVE YOUR DREAMS
Genesis 37:5-6

Now Joseph had a dream and he told it to
his brothers; and they hated him even more.

Genesis 37:5

My younger daughter got into the car and began to "drive" it. She was so excited that 
she asked me to take her pictures. It felt good to her "driving" the parked car. Then it 
dawned on me that we all need to see ourselves in our dreams. 

Friend, dreams are vehicles that God uses to reveal and convey you into your future of 
greatness. A life without a dream is a life without direction, and a life without direction 
is a life without distinction (Proverbs 29:18). The devil is a master at stealing and 
aborting dreams; you need to protect your dreams above all else.

What are those childhood dreams that you have carried about before life starts 
happening to you (Genesis 37:5)? What are those things you thought and believed were 
possible until you began meeting with obstacles and mingling with natural people? God 
specializes in visiting people with dreams when they are young (1 Samuel 3:1-11, 
Proverbs 20:11). One of the imports of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is the 
redemption of dreams and visions (Joel 2:28). What we lost to innocence and 
carelessness, the Holy Spirit brings back into our lives as we encounter and fellowship 
with Him. Don’t jettison the Holy Spirit in your walk on the earth (Luke 1:30-35).

As far as God is concerned, we are all young, and by the help of the Holy Spirit we all 
can recapture our dreams and visions (Isaiah 65:20). God does not have a grandfather; 
we are all children of God. With God, a fool at forty is not a fool forever. Abraham and 
Caleb located their dreams at old age (Genesis 12:4, Joshua 14:10-13).  You can enter 
into tomorrow today. The power of imagination is one of the greatest gifts that God has 
given man (Genesis 11:1-6). With imagination, you can bring tomorrow into today. 
With imagination you can travel round the world without a passport. It is a realm of 
unlimited possibilities. What would you do with your life if failure does not exist? 

Wednesday
th

 15
September,

2021

I have a dream; I live my dream.

Father, let my dream come alive in Jesus name.

Proverbs 29:18, Luke 2:49, Acts 26:9
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THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTION
Psalms 75:6

For exaltation comes neither from the east
nor from the west nor from the south.

Psalms 75:6

As he moved the family into a new apartment, it was like a dream come true! For the first 
time, they would stay in a detached house. As they relished the moment, the voice of the 
Lord came to him; "My son, I provided this nice apartment for you so you can have more 
private time with me.”

Friend, God is a God of purpose. He does nothing by accident or frivolity but on purpose and 
for purpose. You must know the purpose of promotion so you can maximize it for God's own 
glory. Remember that God is not first committed to your comfort but to His purpose for your 
life. You need to remember God's purpose in the midst of life's comfort (2 Samuel 7:1-3, 
Haggai 1:1-12).

You need to realize that, ultimately, God is the One who promotes (Psalms 75:6-7). Thank 
God for your smartness, good grades, connections, anointing etc.; all of these would amount 
to nothing unless God decides to lift you up. God remains the glory and the lifter of your 
head (Psalms 3:3, Proverbs 29:26). God is more interested in promoting you than you want 
to be promoted. He wants to give you a better job, accommodation, income, mobility and 
visibility. It's all part of the Kingdom agenda. But the reason God wants to do that must be 
well understood if you would make Him glad. God wants to promote you for His own 
purpose and glory (Daniel 5:18-20, Malachi 2:2).

God gives you promotion so you can have more time for Him. Success should move you 
closer to God, not away from Him. The higher you climb in life, the more control you have of 
your time and the more time you should create for God. There is a difference between a 
Graduate Assistant and a Senior lecturer or HOD. The influence of God on the earth is often 
limited to the influence of His Children. God wants to promote you so as to wield His 
influence through you. This is why Heaven weeps when a believer gets to prominence and 
keeps silence on matters of the Kingdom (Esther 4:13-17, Mark 15:43-46). Daniel used his 
promotion to promote God’s kingdom (Daniel 2:47, 6:26). What would you do with divine 
promotion?

Thursday
th

 16
September,

2021

I use my platforms to promote God’s kingdom.

Lord, may you never regret blessing or promoting me. Amen.

Genesis 41:16, Psalms 35:27, Matthew 6:33
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WHEN LEADERS DON'T LEAD
Acts 20:25-32

For I know this that after my departure savage
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.

Acts 20:29 

While pastoring on campus, there was this demon possessed lady who would come visit 
the fellowship at intervals. I knew by revelation who she was. When she was later 
delivered, she confessed that she always come around to check the level of fire in the 
fellowship and to see if she could operate, but she could not gain access.

Friend, leadership is not just a title, it is work. It is a call to action and performance. There 
is no place for figurehead leader; you are either leading or just occupying space, wasting 
time. God is intentional about placing people in leadership; it is to ensure that things work. 
It is to be an extension of His authority and influence on earth (Genesis 1:26-28, Psalms 
115:16).

Whether in the family, Church, nation or any organization, when leaders don't lead, there 
would be crises. The first man failed because of lack of leadership; the devil only exploited 
that leadership gap (Genesis 3:1-9). Being a leader does not automatically translate to 
providing the right leadership. There are so many "leaders" out there with little or no 
leadership. When leaders don't lead, the enemy takes charge. The presence of Apostle Paul 
among those folks put the enemy at bay (Acts 20:29). We must not give place to the devil to 
operate around our sphere (2 Corinthians 2:11, Ephesians 4:27). The enemy is crusading 
families today because lack of leading husbands and fathers (Genesis 3:9).

 When leaders don't lead, there is disorder. The job of elders is to bring order (Titus 1:5). 
Order is a necessary requirement for blessings and progress (1 Corinthians 14:40). God 
operates in an atmosphere of order; the devil thrives in disorder (Genesis 1:2). Without the 
right leadership, people live anyhow (Proverbs 29:18, Matthew 9:36). The difference 
between 3rd world nations and undeveloped nations is leadership. When leaders don't 
lead, things do not work. Mediocrity replaces excellence. The right leadership provides 
enabling environment, harnesses potentials and mobilizes them for maximum 
productivity (Proverbs 22:6, 2 Timothy 1:6-7). We need leading leaders!

Friday
th

 17
September,

2021

I am a leading leader.

Father, help me to take my place in leadership and relevance.

Matthew 9:36, Luke 22:31-32, 2 Timothy 2:1-2
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YOU ARE NOT THE MOVE OF GOD
1 Kings 19:14-18

Yet I have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose knees
have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.

1 Kings 19:18

I had ministered from that part of scriptures the previous day. Then my wife and I logged on 
to a ministration online. A powerful man of God was ministering. Surprisingly, he taught 
from the exact scripture, with same explanations. My wife was so inspired by the 
"coincidence" that I had to confess to her that I had never listened to the message before 
then.

Friend, God is working in the global Church as well as individual members of the body. If 
you are connected to the head of the body, you would be in sync with other members of the 
body who are also connected, despite the difference in location. The same God is rich over 
all (Acts 10:34, Romans 2:11, 10:12).

No matter how great you are and how massive your work is, you can never be THE move of 
God. It is either the devil is speaking to you or your ignorance and pride. We are only 
privileged to be a part of God's move. None of us is THE power of God; we are only blessed 
to be carriers and conduits of His power (Acts 8:9-13). You need to deal with the spirit of 
pride if you would remain relevant with God in these last days. Nobody has a monopoly of 
the Holy Spirit. No ministry is the headquarters of God. God has distributed parts of 
Himself in all of us (1 Corinthians 1:29). No matter how big you are, you are just a minute 
part of the big body (1 Corinthians 12:14-20).

Knowing that you are only a part of God's move would engender collaboration with other 
believers. There is something you have that others lack and there are a lot more things that 
you lack that others have. Don’t short-change yourself by living in isolation (Romans 
12:3). You need others as much as they need you, and ultimately (Ephesians 4:15-16). No 
matter how seemingly inconsequential what you are doing is, if it is in line with what God is 
doing, you are doing a great work (Nehemiah 6:3). A lot of people have been intimidated by 
the great works out there that they have hidden their One Talent (Matthew 25:24-25). Get 
inspired by what others are doing but don't forget to occupy till He comes (Luke 19:13).

Saturday
th

 18
September,

2021

I am privileged to be a part of what God is doing in my generation.

Lord, help me to occupy my place and fulfil my destiny. 

Joel 2:1-11, 1 Corinthians 7:20, Galatians 2:6-9 
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THE INTELLIGENCE OF YOUR SPIRIT
Job 32:8

But there is a spirit in man, and the breath of the
Almighty gives him understanding.

Job 32:8

"Daddy, I just thought about you. I knew we would meet you on the road. Not too long, 
you showed up." This statement from my daughter revealed the intelligence of the 
human spirit. Your spirit knows what your head does not know.

Friend, God has created man to function from his spirit. Man is essentially a spirit, he has 
a soul and lives in a body (Genesis 1:26, John 4:24, 1 Corinthians 15:45). The order of 
arrangement and function must be, unchangeably, "Spirit, Soul and Body". Any attempt 
to reverse or distort the order would render you ineffective in life and destiny.

God's plan is that your spirit receives information, your mind processes it and your body 
acts it (1 Thessalonians 5:23). To give the driver's seat to your mind or body is to be a 
casualty in destiny (John 4:24, Romans 8:6, Philippians 3:19). The quality of your life is 
dependent on the strength of your spirit. You would always invest the bulk of your time 
and resources in what you consider most important to you (Galatians 6:7-9). Don't spend 
too much time on your mind and body to the detriment of your spirit (1Timothy 4:7-8). 
We go to the gym (school of the body) to build the body, we spend years in school to 
build the mind, but we invest relatively little time building the spirit. You need to also 
attend the school of the spirit.

The intelligence of the recreated human spirit is boundless (1 Corinthians 2:12, 1 John 
2:20). While your mind and body operate in the realm of time, your spirit operates in the 
realm of eternity. Your spirit knows what your mind does not know (Job 32:7-9). Your 
mind largely functions based on what is influencing it. If you submit your mind to the 
influence of the spirit, you become a wonder to your world. Your human spirit in vital 
connection and union with the Holy Spirit is an unbeatable force on the earth (1 
Corinthians 2:9-16). To build spiritual capacity, train your spirit with the Word and Spirit 
of God (Luke 4:4), exercise your spirit by praying in tongues (Jude 1:20), and use your 
spirit in daily decisions and actions (Hebrews 5:14).

Sunday
th

 19
September,

2021

I operate in supernatural intelligence.

Let the channel of my spirit open up to the influence of
the Holy Spirit. Amen

Proverbs 20:27, John 6:6, 1 Corinthians 14:14-15 
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WHERE IS SATAN?
Ephesians 1:19-23

Far above all principality and power and might and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in

this age but also in that which is to come.
Ephesians 1:21

She asked me, "Is Satan under the floor? Would we see Satan when we dig the ground?" 
With that question, I did a brief exposition on the reality of the spirit realm with her. She 
got insight.

Friend, if your knowledge or theology is faulty, your manifestation would be faulty. 
Wrong teaching and believing equal wrong living; right believing equals right living. 
There is no place for ignorance and the ignorant in the Kingdom. The devil is a master at 
exploiting people's ignorance to get an advantage over them (2 Corinthians 2:11).

Ignorance has destroyed many people today than the devil has ((1 Corinthians 12:1, 
Hosea 4:6). Spiritual things are mysteries to the uninitiated but to us, it is an open secret. 
God does not hide things from us, He hides things for us (Deuteronomy 29:29, 1 
Corinthians 2:8-10). You need to be conscious of your placement in God and life. We 
have been placed far above principalities and powers (Ephesians 1:19-23, 2:5-6). I tell 
people, "If you tell me the devil is pursuing or mesmerizing you, I would ask, 'where did 
you meet him?'" Someone has left his place, and it's definitely not the devil; you are not 
at the same level with him.

Stop looking up when praying against the devil, look down; that's where he is. See 
yourself up there! We function in this Kingdom by revelation. It is revelation that brings 
elevation. It is light that brings flight (Galatians 2:2, Ephesians 1:15-18). You have been 
raised with Christ; put your mind where your spirit is (Colossians 3:1-3). Operate from 
your spiritual position so you can get an advantage in the physical. Don't let anything 
mesmerize you. Don't let any demon harass you. Don't permit any sickness in your 
body. Don't let any situation and circumstance cause you to despair. You are from above 
and are above all (John 3:31). You are of God and have overcome (1 John 4:4, 5:4). Your 
"In-Christ" reality and consciousness is the game changer anytime, any day!

Monday
th

 20
September,

2021

I live above sin, sickness and Satan.

I exercise my dominion over the devil and all his operations
in Jesus name.

Genesis 1:26, Colossians 1:13, 2:14-15, Revelation 12:11
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AUTHORITY WITHOUT RESPONSIBILITY

Luke 7:8

For I also am a man placed under authority, having soldiers under me.
And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’
and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.

Luke 7:8 

I once heard a governor of a state say that one of the problems of Nigeria is that most 
ministers in the cabinet are given AUTHORITY without RESPONSIBILITY. He once 
served as a minister. According to him, most of them only have (absolute) power 
without being strictly accountable for its use.

Friend, authority without responsibility is another recipe for disaster. You need to grow 
in responsibility before asking for authority (Luke 15:11-14, Galatians 4:1-2). Until 
you can take charge of you, you are not supposed to be put in charge of things or people. 
Self-leadership is the secret to organizational leadership. Until you can do what is right 
without supervision you are not to be left to stand on your own. 

It is not everybody that can stand on their own in business, Church work etc. If you have 
not fared well under authority, you cannot enjoy autonomy (Matthew 8:9, Galatians 
4:1-2). Jesus was subject to His parents before He could step into real ministry (Luke 
2:49-51). What are you learning and where are you learning from (Hebrews 5:8)? There 
are things you cannot learn in classroom; you learn them in the crucible of life's 
processes. It is the process that births in you the life, and it is the life that helps you to 
take responsibility and discharge destiny (Judges 11:4-11).

You do yourself a disservice when you jump out of process (Hosea 7:8). God is not in a 
hurry to do what He wants to do with you. Ephraim had a great destiny but he lived 
irresponsibly (Genesis 48:20, Hosea 13:13). The fact that God said you would become 
great does not mean that you would eventually be. Are you growing in responsibility? 
Are you taking care of areas in your life that can make a mess of your destiny? Are you 
submitting to the processes, structures and human authorities that God has sovereignly 
positioned around your life (Isaiah 42:1-4)? Rather than looking for how to wield 
influence and authority, take your time to build a life of responsibility.

Tuesday
st

 21
September,

2021

I am a man under authority.

Father, deliver me from the sin of rebellion and irresponsibility.
Amen

Isaiah 14:12-15, Acts 19:14-17, Philippians 2:5-11
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BEWARE OF THE ABSALOMIC SPIRIT
2 Samuel 15:1-6

Moreover, Absalom would say, “Oh, that I were made judge in the land,
and everyone who has any suit or cause would come to me;

then I would give him justice.
2 Samuel 15:4

He had been quiet for a while. People only noticed that he was not flowing well with the 
leadership. As he opened his mouth to speak, it was obvious what was in his heart. He 
demanded to have the same privilege that the senior leader had. He has been a victim of the 
spirit of Absalom.

Friend, there is the reality of spirit operations in our world today. Apart from the Holy 
Spirit and demon spirits, there are other spirits in operation that we would need to be aware 
of. God knows that we would need to discern spirits and their operations that He gave us 
the Gift of Discerning of Spirits (1 Corinthians 12:10). 

Your ability to discern spirits would be a critical factor for your success and safety in life. 
Most of the human personalities in the Old Testament are still in operation in our world, as 
spirits; positive and negative. The spirit of Elijah is still here as well as the spirits of other 
just men (Hebrews 12:23). The spirit of Absalom is still here today. In the Old Testament, 
they deal with human personalities but in the New Testament dispensation, we deal with 
the spirit behind them (Acts 16:16-18, 2 Corinthians 5:16, 10:3-4). Spirits need to be cast 
out or denied access around our sphere. You are responsible for the kind of spirits you 
allow in your sphere; family, Church, business, work place, city etc. (Revelation 2:20).

Beware of those who are unusually quiet around you (2 Samuel 13:22). Sometimes, the 
person who speaks his mind at all times, even if he speaks trash or folly, is safer around you 
than the one who keeps mute. You should create an atmosphere around your home, work, 
Church etc., where people are free to talk; else, you might be breeding an Absalom without 
knowing. The Absalomic spirit seeks to take authority without process (2 Samuel 15:3).. 
He works with the assumption that he can do as much as the leader can do or even better (2 
Samuel 15:4-6). Authority is given based on trust not by force. It is by delegation not 
manipulation (2 Samuel 15:12-14, Philippians 2:5-11). Beware of the Absalomic spirit!

Wednesday
nd

 22
September,

2021

My soul is sweet, my spirit is pure; I walk safely on the road of
destiny.

I come against every influence of negative spirits in and around
my life in Jesus name.

Acts 20:29-30, 2 Timothy 3:8, 3 John 1:9-10



89

THE SPIRIT OF JEZEBEL
Revelations 2:20

Nevertheless, I have a few things against you, because you allow that
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce

My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.
Revelations 2:20 

When he introduced her as the person he would like to marry, I knew something was 
fishy somewhere. But I could not stop them. I had known her to be very manipulative. 
Not too long, the decisions around their lives and marriage confirmed my earlier 
thoughts. I know that the situation can be still be salvaged if he can be a strong man.

Friend, there is the reality of spirit influences in our world today. A born again person 
cannot be possessed by a wrong spirit but he can be influenced. This is why it is very 
dangerous to live carelessly this season. Did you notice that the same Peter who 
confessed Jesus as the son of God later came under the influence of a wrong spirit 
(Matthew 16:16-23)?

The spirit of Jezebel is the spirit of witchcraft. You don't have to be a witch to be a victim 
of witchcraft operations. There are seemingly simple and innocent acts that make can 
make you attractive to wrong spirits. Witchcraft spirit functions by intimidation and 
manipulation. It is often found around leaders and those in authority. It wants to use their 
platforms to perpetuate an agenda different from God's (Matthew 16:23). In the Old 
Testament, Jezebel was an example of a wicked woman married to a weak man (1 Kings 
18:4, 21:5-16).Weak leadership in the Church, home, government, work places etc. are 
easy targets of Jezebels (Joshua 1:6-9).

As a lady, don't take pride in marrying a weak man; you may be positioning yourself for 
the influence of the Jezebelic spirit without knowing. Men should man up and lead with 
strength so they don't allow a Jezebel in their homes without knowing. It takes a stronger 
man to marry a strong woman. What God is looking for in a leader is not first brilliance 
but strength. Most brilliant people are weak when it comes to matters of leadership and 
authority. It takes Grace and submission to the Holy Spirit to be an assistant anywhere 
without being manipulative. The devil became a victim of this (Isaiah 14:12-15). Your 
tools of influence around a senior leader are prayer, loyalty and cordiality.

Thursday
rd

 23
September,

2021

My life and actions are ruled by the influence of God’s Spirit.

Father, deliver me from the spirit of Jezebel; may I not fall
a victim. Amen.

1 Samuel 15:23, Acts 16:16-18, 1 John 4:1



90

THE SPIRIT OF JUDAS
Luke 22:48

Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betraying
the Son of Man with a kiss?

Luke 22:48

As I listened carefully to him, I knew that his understanding of loyalty is faulty. He was 
basically showing how much of a betrayal he was. Although, he garnished all his 
explanations with scriptures and spiritual vocabularies, all I was seeing and hearing was the 
spirit of Judas at work.

Friend, one of the prophecies of the end time has to do with betrayals, and it is important to 
know that this spirit is at work already in our world (2 Timothy 3:1-4). The spirit of Judas is 
the spirit of betrayal. Judas was a man with a good heart but he allowed the devil to exploit 
his weakness and carelessness (Luke 22:3, John 12:6, Ephesians 4:27).

Loyalty is a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22). It shows in how you see your leaders 
and the critical relationships in your life; if you see them wrongly, you cannot follow or 
relate with them rightly. Don't see people as an opportunity to make money or rise to 
prominence, else you become a victim of the spirit of Judas (Matthew 26:15, John 12:4-6).  
Most full blown betrayals began subtly (2 Samuel 12:26-28, 1 Kings 2:5-6). You would 
notice them in speeches, actions, body language etc. Never welcome a betrayal to your team; 
someone who destroyed another man's work cannot build your work. Don't be in a hurry to 
receive people, check where they are coming from. Test their spirit (Hebrews 4:12, 1 John 
4:1). Listen carefully to their stories.

You cannot read people like you read a book; you need time to know people well. See how 
they react under different circumstances. Don't commit to someone you have not offended or 
tested. Watch how they take corrections and rebukes. Check how they relate with other 
people. Check their private lives. Check their attitude towards money and materials things 
(Matthew 6:21, John 12:4-6). For those who have been betrayed, guard your heart (Proverbs 
4:23). Build systems that would make your work to outlast betrayals (Acts 1:14-26). Don't 
assume people would be loyal automatically; teach about it (Luke 14:26-27). Trust people, 
but also train them. Learn from betrayal so you won't repeat it. If you are betrayed once, you 
are a victim but if it happens again and again, you are a volunteer.

Friday
th

 24
September,

2021

The fruit of the Spirit is evident in me; I am loyal to the core.

Lord, I refuse to be a victim of the spirit of Judas.

1 Samuel 24:4-6, John 6:66, 2 Timothy 4:10
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WHERE ARE THE ELIJAHS?
James 5:17

Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed
earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the earth

for three years and six months.
James 5:17

If there's any song that we enjoyed singing those days on campus, it was, "These are the 
Days of Elijah!" That song really carries a presence that literally stirs men's heart in the 
move of God for the moment. It communicates to us that what God did then, He's still doing 
now. It is the same God but different generations.

Friend, Elijah in scriptures does not just represent a man, he represents a move. Elijah 
represents the spirit of prayers and revival. Little wonder that he was one of the personalities 
that appeared to Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. The completeness of God's work 
across generations was represented and revealed on that mount (Matthew 17:1-5).

While Herodias came in the spirit of Jezebel, John the Baptist came in the spirit and power of 
Elijah (Mark 6:17-28, Luke 1:13-17). For every move of the devil, there is always a counter 
and stronger move of God. The problem has not always been the move of the devil but the 
move of God that believers fail to understand and appropriate. The question today is; 
"Where are the Elijahs?" Where are the men and women with the spirit of revival and 
national transformation? Where are the men and women whom God has raised to counter 
the onslaught and assault of the enemy in our days? When Elijah was in his place of authority 
and relevance, Jezebel was put in check (1 Kings 18:19-40, Malachi 4:5-6). 

The Elijahs of our days are men and women who understand their consecration and 
assignment. They are men and women who would not romance evils in the place of authority 
but would speak truth to power and extol righteousness (1 Kings 18:17-18). They are people 
who stay in their place of honour and grace that compel kings to come seek counsels and 
help from them. They don't look for kings, kings look for them (1 Kings 18:41). The 
hallmark of the Life and Times of the Elijahs is their prayer prowess and power. They are 
men of like passion but given to intense prayers and intercessions (1 Kings 18:42, James 
5:17-18). If they see anything, it is because they stay in prayers. If they speak for God, it is 
because God has spoken to them. They don't only have prophetic (public) voice they have 
bent knees. May you be another Elijah in your generation! 

Saturday
th

 25
September,

2021

I function in power and dominion in my sphere.

Father, baptize me afresh with the spirit of prayer and
intercession.

Zechariah 12:10, Luke 18:1-8, Acts 4:23-33
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LETTER TO THE TIMOTHYS
Philippians 2:22

But you know his proven character, that as a son with
his father he has served with me in the gospel.

Philippians 2:22

It was about 13 years ago that he felt led to come to me for fathering. He was much younger 
then. Now, he has grown, gone through different seasons of life but still remained in 
following. He has proven his heart and loyalty through thick and thin, and I've seen him 
make tremendous progress in life and destiny.

Friend, there is greatness in following. While the world says, imitation is limitation, the 
scripture says that imitation is the secret to becoming (John 1:12, 1 Corinthians 11:1). God 
will always identify someone for you in the Kingdom that you need to follow so you can 
fulfil your God-given destiny. It is as we follow such people in the light of God and His word 
that we become what God has ordained for us (Hebrews 13:7, 17).

Timothys are the extenders and extensions of God's work on earth. One of the reasons the 
devil fights following or make a mockery of it is to truncate the program of God (Psalms 
48:13, 78:1-8). When there is gap in following, there would be gap in wisdom, grace, and 
glory; whether in the family, Church, organizations or the society at large. Following is not 
folly; it is wisdom in disguise. Don't let others mock what God is using to make you (2 Kings 
2:1-3). In all fields of endeavour there is the reality of following. A younger doctor follows 
the senior consultant doctor. In law, junior lawyers follow Senior Advocates, and even in 
trade and business, there is room for apprenticeship. 

Trapped in each one of us are potentials for leadership and greatness that would take the 
right following to unleash. Who would have thought that Timothy had an apostolic grace 
trapped in him if not for his following Paul (Acts 16:1-5, 1 Timothy 3:15)? His destiny came 
to fruition as he came under the fathering Grace of Paul (Philippians 2:22). Who is that 
person who can call you, "my own son in the faith?" (1Timothy 1:2). Are you just, "our 
brother, Apollos?" (1 Corinthians 16:12). Timothy exuded loyalty in the face of 
contradictions and distractions (2 Timothy 4:9-16). He showed us the importance of 
continuous fathering despite life's success (Philippians 1:1, 1 Timothy 3:14-15). Where are 
the Timothys?

Sunday
th

 26
September,

2021

I choose to follow so as to become God’s best for me.

Lord, align my heart for correct following in Jesus name.

2 Kings 2:1-15, Acts 4:13, 1 Corinthians 4:14-16, 11:1
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DON'T OUTSOURCE YOUR SONSHIP
Romans 8:14

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God,
these are sons of God.

Romans 8:14

Years ago, a young man who was following me said something that really got at me. He 
said, "Sir, my marital life is in your hands; whatever you say, whoever you choose, I would 
go with." My response to him reset his thinking; "you are not serious. Your marriage and 
destiny are in your hands, not mine. You need to take personal responsibility.”

Friend, you need to take personal responsibility for your outcome in life and destiny. One of 
the blessings of redemption is that we all have access to God, our Father. God has now 
become our Father (John 20:17, Ephesians 2:18). Don't outsource your sonship (Romans 
8:14). God does not have grandfather. We are all sons of God with equal access (John 1:12).

While God makes provisions for ministry gifts to help our accuracy in matters of destiny, 
they are not to replace God in our lives. Most times, the prophetic ministry and other 
ministry offices are to operate as confirmers, not replacements (Hebrews 2:3). Don't live 
your life by someone else's revelation and conviction (1 Kings 18:15, Acts 27:23-25). You 
should see ministry gifts as leverage for your growth, not as excuse for your lack of growth. 
They are to temporarily make up for the lapses in your personal growth and knowledge of 
God; we must not be overly dependent on them. You should not remain a baby for too long 
(1 Corinthians 3:1-4, 1 Peter 2:2, Hebrews 5:12-13).

Stop playing truant in the school of the Spirit. Stop going about looking for answers that 
should normally be supplied in your closet. This is why people fall victim of deception (2 
Timothy 3:13-15). Asking someone to help you find out the will of God might look like an 
easy way out, but it won't help you in the long run. The price you pay for growth and 
intimacy would help you to handle what you are asking. One of the imports of the move of 
the Holy Spirit in the last days is that each person would know God; we would all be 
prophetic (Numbers 11:29, Joel 2:28, Hebrews 8:11). New Testament ministers are to 
introduce you to the Holy Spirit. Your pastor's relationship with God should be a motivation 
for your growth, not a replacement. Don't outsource your sonship!

Monday
th

 27
September,

2021

I thank God for the privilege of sonship.

Father, help me to relate properly with you as my father.

 John 13:21-26, Romans 8:17, Galatians 4:1-2
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THE PROPHECY OF SCRIPTURES
2 Peter 1:16-21

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of
any private interpretation.

2 Peter 1:20 

Someone met my wife some time ago and asked a rather unusual question. She said, "I 
would like to come to your Church. But does your husband prophesy? Does he see 
visions?" My wife smilingly and wisely gave her an appropriate answer.

Friend, there is no other prophecy greater than the prophecy of scriptures (2 Peter 1:20). 
The word of God is prophecy in writing. The Bible is not a religious book; it is a prophetic 
book. Everything that God is saying about your life; business, career, marriage, finance 
etc. is already covered in the Bible. Stop running here and there.

The Bible is the more sure word of prophecy (2 Peter 1:19). What God has said is the basis 
for what God is saying. Until you immerse yourself in the written word, you cannot safely 
engage the spoken word. Any supposed prophecy that negates the provisions of the Bible 
must be discarded without sentiment (Psalms 119:89, Isaiah 8:20). You need to begin your 
Christian life with a relationship with the word of God before getting exposed to spirit 
operations; this is where your safety lies. No minister of the gospel should prophesy out of 
the blues. Every genuine New Testament ministry must stem from the word. Irrespective 
of our area of ministry, we are first preachers and/or teachers of the word.

The person looking for prophecies here and there may seem to be smart but is not safe. 
New Testament prophecy should, in most cases, confirm what God has already spoken to 
you (Hebrews 2:3). When you are conversant with the written word of God, it would be 
easier for you to decipher the voice of God (Psalms 29:3). The days we are in would 
require that people have a solid grasp of the word personally to avoid deception. You must 
not outsource your Bible Study. Be comfortable with what God has already said to you in 
His word, rather than looking for New Word. Holy Spirit inspired prophecy must exalt 
Christ, must not violate scriptures, and should bring edification, exhortation and comfort 
(1 Corinthians 14:3, Revelation 19:10). Anything short of this is a romance with the devil.

Tuesday
th

 28
September,

2021

I walk in the light of God’s word; I would not be deceived.

Lord, create in me a fresh hunger for your word. Amen.

Psalms 119:89, 105, Acts 20:32, 2 Timothy 3:15-16
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UNDERSTANDING THE CROSS
Matthew 26:36-39

He went a little farther and fell on His, and prayed, saying,
“O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me;

nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.
Matthew 26:39

"Lord, I can go anywhere for you but not so and so country." This was the prayer of a young 
preacher. God kept insisting He would send him there. The struggle continued for a while 
until he gave up, saying, "Lord, I'm ready to go anywhere including that country." God 
responded, "I'm not sending you to that country, I only want to break the resistance in you.”

Friend, the cross is not just a wooden material carefully crafted to hang Jesus. The cross is 
that place where the will of God crosses out your own will. If I ask you, "Have you been to 
the cross?" I'm simply asking if you have submitted your own will to the will of the Father. 
"If you obey God when it is convenient, it is called cooperation. But if you obey God when it 
is not convenient, it is called submission." 

The battle for the human race was not fought and won on the wooden cross where Jesus was 
hanged. It was won at Gethsemane; the place where Jesus submitted His will to the will of 
the Father (Matthew 26:37-42). In the same vein, the battle for your own destiny is either 
won or lost by your attitude and response to God's will for you. We need to take up our cross 
daily and follow God (Matthew 16:24-25, Luke 14:27). This is what it means to be a 
disciple. There are so many "Christians" but very few disciples. Not too many people can 
go the distance with God (John 6:66-69). Not too many people can give up their comfort 
and convenience to follow the will of God.

Tragically, today's Church is not preparing people to be true disciples. The subject of the 
will of God is fast disappearing from a lot of pulpits today. We have rationalized our walk 
with the Lord to the point where we assume that anything goes. God cannot be mocked; His 
standards are unchanging despite changing times and seasons (Psalms 119:89, 1 Timothy 
3:15, 2 Timothy 2:19). You cannot fulfil destiny beyond your willingness to submit to the 
will of God. Since God is working all things after His own will, you also need to ensure that 
you walk in the paths that He has chosen for you (Ephesians 1:11, Ephesians 2:10). It may 
not seem good but it would end gloriously (Romans 8:28-30).

Wednesday
th

 29
September,

2021

I choose to follow God’s will for my life.

Father, break in me every resistance to your will in Jesus name.

Luke 12:47-50, Philippians 2:5-11, Hebrews 10:5-7
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TOUGH CALLINGS
1 Thessalonians 5:24

He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.
1 Thessalonians 5:24

My first shot at pastoral leadership was shortly after my Year One on campus. My 
predecessor had graduated handing over a fast growing fellowship to a young guy who just 
got into Year Two. I wept out my eyes; I could not be comforted for a few days. Thankfully, 
before the week ran out, God spoke to me from 1 Thessalonians 5:24; that scripture has not 
left me till now.

Friend, God still gives tough callings. God still demands that you do stuff that you would 
normally count impossible. If what God is asking you to do is what you have the strength and 
energy for, it might not be God that you are hearing. Until the assignment seems bigger than 
you, you would not see the need to leverage God's Grace.

For me, 1 Thessalonians 5:24, is more than a scripture, it’s an encounter I would live to 
remember. This scripture encapsulates the lessons I would need to learn about the call of 
God. Faithful is He that has called you. The caller is faithful even when the calling is tough. 
The reason we can have Faith is because God is Faithful; our Faith without His Faithfulness 
is Failure in disguise. There is a divine commitment to a called man; a sent man. Once you 
are sent on a mission, rest assured that the Faithfulness of the Sender is always with you. 
This is why you need to be the Sent One, not just the Went One (2 Samuel 18:19-32, Romans 
10:15).

It's amazing how God sends a man on a mission and He still has to do it by Himself. This was 
a major discovery for me that year; He will do it, not me. He will build His Church, not me 
(Matthew 16:18). He will build His business, not me. Since my marriage is His assignment, I 
can rest assured that He will build it once I cooperate with Him. God is the builder of all 
things (Hebrews 3:4). Mary was given a tough calling; she needed to know the "How." The 
How was not going to be "Seven Steps to Birthing the Messiah"; it was going to be "The 
Holy Ghost!" Tough callings require the operations of the Holy Ghost (Luke 1:34-35). He 
can ride any storm. He can face any opposition or contradiction. He can bring something 
glorious out of a pitiable situation. With Him, tough callings are a done deal!

Thursday
th

 30
September,

2021

I allow the Caller to do His work in and through me.

Lord, I give you the permission to do what only you can do
in and through my life in Jesus name.

Mark 16:20, John 5:19, 30, Acts 20:24 
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Capsules
DESTINY
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