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Once again the majority of the American 
people have chosen through the political 
process to tighten the noose of economic 
slavery and to strengthen the Marxist 
ideologies that are threatening to bring our 
nation to utter ruin. In essence, the people 
voted to continue our national rebellion 
against the righteous laws of Almighty God.  
This is not the first time a nation has chosen 
corrupt and spiritually bankrupt men to rule 
over them. Ancient Judah did the same thing 
in defying the rulership of their God which 
resulted in national bondage to the foreign 
empire of Babylon.

God sent a weeping prophet to warn them 
when He declared; “Shall I not visit for 
these things? saith the LORD: shall not my 
soul be avenged on such a nation as this? A 
wonderful and horrible thing is committed 
in the land; The prophets prophesy falsely, 
and the priests bear rule by their means; 
and my people love to have it so: and what 
will ye do in the end thereof?”  Jer. 5:29-31

VICTORY THROUGH 
BALKANIZATION

One of the most devious schemes to win 
political elections conceived by self-seeking 
and power-hungry men is Balkanizing a 
nation’s populace. This is achieved through 
breaking up the electorate into small 
mutually hostile political units. The phrase 
is taken from the division of the Balkan 
States following World War I. American 
political parties, especially the Democratic 
Party have utilized this most effective way 
to polarize the voters and make promises to 
each respective unit. Instead of appealing to 

all citizens of the nation, 
they have created voting 
blocks of elderly vs. 
young, black vs. white, 

poor vs. rich, pro-choice vs. pro-life, union 
vs. non-union, plus Jews, Hispanics, women 
and sexual deviants, etc. This is exploitation 
of people for selfish gain.

REFORMATION DAY – 
NOT HALLOWEEN

Once again our nation celebrated the pagan 
festival of Halloween. Even many so-called 
evangelical churches have some form of 
recognition of this festival at the expense 
of that which occurred on October 31, 1517 
which became the high-water mark of the 
Protestant Reformation. That was when 
the Augustinian monk, Martin Luther, of 
Saxony, Germany nailed his Ninety-Five 
Theses to the door of the Castle Church in 
protest against the abuses of the Roman 
Catholic Church.  Every American civil and 
religious institution should be celebrating 
every October 31th as Reformation Day in 
recognition of our liberties which resulted 
from the cultural and spiritual ideals of the 
Protestant Reformation.

Halloween means ‘hallowed’ or ‘holy 
evening’ because it takes place the day 
before ‘All Saints’ Day’. It is connected 
with superstitions, ghosts, fairies and 
witches who do harm to people.  It is a 
non-Christian festival connected with 
demonism which should not be observed.  
Instead, our nation should be celebrating the 
high and noble principles of our Protestant 
foundations in America.

The cover picture on this magazine is 
the William Tyndale statue located in 
the Embankment Park next to the River 
Thames in London, England.

�

Truth In History is a publication of 
Kingdom Treasure Ministries  

President - Editor
   Charles A. Jennings

Vice President
   Daniel B. Drewry

Secretary - Treasurer
   Marylee Jennings

Magazine Design, Production & Publication
   Scott Trotter
   Vector Studios
   www.vstudios.net

Website & Television
   Brian Santee
   Visions & Voices
   www.visions-online.com

© Truth In History 
January 2013 issue
Vol. 2  /  Number 1

Truth In History has no subscription 
price and is supported by free will 
contributions. Truth In History is a 
copyrighted trademark of  
Kingdom Treasure Ministries.

For address changes and request 
information call 918-553-6000
toll free 1-866-645-2921
or write:

Truth In History
P.O. Box 808
Owasso, OK  74055-0808
www.truthinhistory.org
charles@truthinhistory.org

All rights reserved by 
Kingdom Treasure Ministries
Owasso, OK  

Printed in the USA

Unless indicated, all prices for 
materials listed in this publication 
are applicable in the US only  
and may not apply in Canada or 
other countries.

“Truth seeks 
no applause, 
bows to no 
human shrine, 
she only asks 
a hearing.”



�     TRUTHINHISTORY.ORG  /  JANUARY 2013

TELEVISION PROGRAMS Watch us on Sky Angel One on the Dish Network (channel 262) and on Sky Angel 
IPTV each Sunday at 9:30 AM Eastern  time. NEW NETWORK! World Harvest Television (WHT) seen on DIRECT TV Channel 367 
and AT&T Uverse Channel 578 on Sundays at 4:30 PM, Eastern time. Also seen locally in Northeastern Oklahoma on KWHB tv47 on  
Mondays at 12:30 PM Central time and on Dish Channel 47, AT&T Uverse Channel 47, Cox Channel 7 and over the air Channel  47. 

WWW.TRUTHINHISTORY.ORG
For additional ministry articles, available books and booklets log on to truthinhistory.org. Our material may be ordered  
on-line by clicking on ‘books’ and ‘one click donations’ may be made to Truth In History from our web site.   
Weekly sermons available on the home page.  Just click on the icon for ‘Weekly Sermon’. 

VIDEO STREAMING
All our television programs are available for viewing on our web site at any time. Check our home page under ‘television’.

www.thebibleeducator.org  For an inspiring and informative explanation of Scripture listen to the audio sermons of 
Pastor George Southwick. These recorded sermons are a result of over 60 years of in-depth Bible study and a walk with God 
whose earthly life ended in 2006.

www.historicist.com  This site contains numerous articles written by several different authors relating to the Historicist 
interpretation of Bible prophecy. This interpretation was the belief of the Protestant Reformers and stands in contrast to the 
interpretation of full Preterism and modern Dispensational Futurism.

As a result of the PROTESTANT REFORMATION the following profound Biblical principles 
emerged that transformed Christianity.

Sola Scriptura = Scripture alone is the source for doctrinal belief and practice.
Sola Gratia = Grace alone is the means by which we are saved.
Sola Fide = Faith alone is the means of belief for salvation.
Solus Christus = Christ alone is our Savior and not religious works.
Soli Deo Gloria = Glory to God alone and not to any mortal man.
Fidei Defensor = Defender of The Faith - the Protestant faith as opposed to Roman Catholicism.
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Filmed on site in Edinburgh, Scotland. See the actual sites 
made sacred by the undying faith and commitment of the 
Scottish Covenanters to Jesus Christ and the principles of their 
Protestant forefathers. Through this informative DVD, visit St. 
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During the heart of the Protestant Reformation, the Lord by divine providence, raised up a man whose work would help 
reshape the very foundations of the western world.  His name was William Tyndale. Over one hundred years before his 
birth, God anointed John Wycliffe, known as the “Morning Star of the Reformation” to awaken the people of England to 
the truths of the Bible that had been hid from them for so long. He began the work of Bible translation, the examination 
of many Roman dogmas and sent throughout the country “poor priests” known as Lollards to preach the good news of 
salvation by grace.  His work was the ‘breaking of the dawn’ of Gospel light over the people of Britain, while the work of 
Tyndale would bring about that light as strong as the noon-day sun.

Tyndale was born in c. 1494, most likely at North Nibley in Gloucestershire, England of Northumbrian ancestry. He 
attended Oxford and Cambridge and received an education that would later be used of God to translate the Bible in the 
common language of the people.  He entered Oxford University at nine years old and received his Master’s Degree at 
twenty-one years old.  While at the universities, he became very proficient in the Greek language which enabled him to 
study the Greek New Testament of Erasmus. He proved to be a very gifted linguist and could read and speak fluently in 
eight languages; Hebrew, Greek, Latin, French, Italian, Spanish, German and his native English. Tyndale was blessed 
with an amiable personality and was always known for living a disciplined and virtuous life.
 

TYNDALE DEFIES POPERY

In his studies, Tyndale became an erudite theologian and began to publish religious views which were considered heretical 
by the Roman Catholic Church and later by the Church of England.  While a tutor in the family of Sir John Walsh, c. 
1520, he encountered much opposition to his preaching from the Roman Catholic dignitaries which resulted in his transfer 
to London, c. 1523. His continual espousal of the tenets of Martin Luther and the Reformation ostracized him from church 
leaders, but made him friends among the laity.  Once when conversing with Tyndale, a papal priest infuriated him by 
saying; “we are better to be without God’s laws than the Pope’s.” With a determined and fervent spirit Tyndale retorted; 
“I defy the pope and all his laws.  If God spare my life ere many years, I will cause the boy that drives the plow to know 
more of the Scriptures than you!”

He first began to translate the New Testament, but soon discovered that it was too risky to do so in England.He went 
to Germany in about 1524. His first attempt of printing his translation was in Cologne, but soldiers of the Holy Roman 
Empire raided the print shop.  He fled with as many pages as he could and went to Worms. His New Testament translation 
was printed in Worms, Germany in 1525-26 and copies of it was smuggled back into England in bales of cotton. He was 
the first Bible translator to have copies of his work printed on the Gutenberg press. The timing of the invention of the 
printing press in 1450 by Johannes Gutenberg in Germany was nothing less than God’s perfect plan for His people Israel 
to once again receive His Word for their deliverance from spiritual bondage. 

The Tyndale Bibles which made it into England were sought out and ceremonially burned.  The Archbishop of Canterbury 
launched a campaign to buy up copies of the Bible in order to destroy them by fire. His translation of the five books of 
Moses was printed in Holland in 1530.  In addition to his Bible translations, he wrote; “The Obedience of a Christian” 
which was read by Ann Boleyn and favorably impressed her husband, King Henry VIII. But Tyndale’s later book “The 
Practice of Prelates” angered the King because of Tyndale’s stand against divorce. Now the King of England along with 
Papal Rome and the Holy Roman Empire had become Tyndale’s avowed enemies.

BETRAYAL AND DEATH

By 1535 Tyndale thought it safe enough to come out of hiding and enter public ministry.  He engaged in a teaching and 
evangelistic work for a short time until he was betrayed by a fellow Englishman, Henry Phillips. Posing as a friend, 
Phillips secretly arranged for Tyndale’s arrest in Antwerp, Belgium. Tyndale suffered the torture of seclusion in a 
dungeon prison in the castle of Vilvoorde for over sixteen months before his execution. He was tried and convicted for 
religious heresy, as an enemy of the English monarch, King Henry VIII and the Church of England.

Before his execution, Tyndale loudly declared; “I call God to record that I have never altered, against the 
voice of my conscience, one syllable of His Word, nor would do, to this day if all the pleasures, honors 
and riches of this earth might be given me.”  He was tied to the stake, but was first strangled, and then 
his body burned on October 6, 1536.  The last words he spoke before his death was a prophetic prayer; 
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WILLIAM TYNDALE                                                  
                  FATHER OF THE ENGLISH BIBLE

by Charles A. Jennings



It was not by coincidence that the first practical printing press came into use in the beginning of the Reformation 
period. Without doubt it was a providential act of our sovereign God that would be a means for the rapid 
reproduction of Bibles and religious literature at this 
particular time in history.

Johannes Gutenberg (1395?-1468) invented the type 
mold, which made printing from movable metallic type 
possible and practical.  Gutenberg and his associates, 
Johannes Fust and Peter Schoffer perfected this method 
in Mainz, Germany which others had been previously 
working on. Due to his family’s involvement in political 
squabbles, he spent years of exile in Strasboug, France 
where he further developed the most practical form of 
printing at that time in history.

The first book that was printed with this newly 
developed method of printing was the Bible, known as 
the “Gutenberg Bible” or the “Mazarin Bible” in 1456.  
Both the method and the timing of this invention were 
providential for the rapid reproduction of not only the 
Word of God, but the volume of religious writings that 
would come from the pens of the Protestant Reformers.   
It was a major factor used by God to liberate the people of 
Western Europe and the British Isles from the bondage of 
intellectual and spiritual ignorance.

“Lord open thou the King of England’s eyes.“ In 1539, within 
three years after the death of Tyndale, a copy of the English Bible 
was required to be in every Parish Church in England. Through 
the influence of two prominent Protestants, Thomas Cranmer, 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Thomas Cromwell, a vicar 
general, King Henry VIII consented to allow the publication of 
Miles Coverdale’s Great Bible.

By divine providence, Queen Elizabeth I ascended the English 
throne in 1558. During her reign of 45 years under her strong 
Protestant influence was the Golden Age of England. The English 
language flourished because of the influence of Tyndale’s 
Bible which had been translated directly from Hebrew and 
Greek. Latin and French thus lost dominance as a major factor 
in the development of the English language.  English became 
a language of poetry and prose as expressed in the works of 
William Shakespeare. The translation of the King James Bible of 
1611 was heavily influenced by Tyndale’s earlier translation,  
thus retaining over 80% of its wording.

WILLIAM TYNDALE                                                  
                  FATHER OF THE ENGLISH BIBLE
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God truly answered the prayer of this chosen‘vessel of 
honor’in his dying hour when he cried;  
“Lord, open thou the King of England’s eyes.”
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In the fullness of God’s prophetic time, He stirred the spirit of a young Roman Catholic priest of Bohemia to proclaim the 
message of reform. It was during a time of the most spiritual darkness and religious bondage in Europe when God chose John 
Hus to help light the fire which would develop into the Protestant Reformation.  He was born Jan Hus (Czech spelling) in circa 
1369 in Husinec, in today’s Czech Republic. The name Hus means “goose” which is a shortened form of Husinec.”

Being born of peasant parents, Hus desired to enter the priesthood to escape a life of poverty. He earned a master’s degree 
from Charles University in 1396 and became a professor of theology at the same university in 1398.  Hus entered the Roman 
Catholic priesthood in 1400 while continuing his education. He also became the pastor of Prague’s Bethlehem Chapel, which 
was one of the most popular and influential churches in Europe at the time.  In his studies, Hus was introduced to the writings 
of Wycliffe, calling for reform in the practice and theology of the Church. King Richard II (1367-1400) of England married 
Anne, the sister of the King of Bohemia. This opened the door for the writings of John Wycliffe of England to enter Bohemia.  

Wycliffe’s writings began to awaken Hus to the unscriptural practices of the Roman Church. He began to denounce various 
church abuses in his sermons. He also vowed to search and trust the Scriptures as his guide for belief and practice.  He said he 
was “desiring to hold, believe and assert whatever is contained in them as long as I have breath in me.” People filled the Chapel 
to hear Hus espouse his controversial views in questioning the doctrine of the mass and the authority of the Pope. In 1405, Pope 
Innocent VII demanded his archbishop to stop the spread of Hus’ beliefs and to burn his writings.

Hus opposed:  
1) Transubstantiation,  2) Subservience to the Pope
3) Unconditional obedience to earthly rulers,  4) Absolution by vicarious priests 
5) Belief in saints,  6) Simony

When the Pope instituted the selling of indulgences in Prague, Hus and his friend Jerome denounced it and he was forced to go 
into exile. He then wrote a notable work “De Ecclesia” in which he again denounced the unscriptural hierarchy of the Catholic 
Church.  As Hus increasingly became the object of the Pope’s anger, he was summoned to appear at Constance, Germany.  
Hus’ friends were immediately suspicious that harm would come to him if he attended, not believing the sincerity of the Pope.

Holy Roman Emperor Sigismund and Pope John XXIII assured Hus a safe journey and fair treatment at the council.  Hus 
arrived at Constance in November 1414, believing he would receive fair treatment at this council hearing to present his views 
and to return home safely.  Shortly after arriving, he was arrested and placed in the dungeon prison in a Dominican Convent.  
The following summer of 1415, he was tried and condemned as a religious heretic.  He was then taken to the Constance 
Cathedral.

At the Cathedral, the church officials who had just condemned Hus to death, celebrated the Mass and then read to him his 
sentence as he sat on a high stool.  It read; “The Holy Council, having God only before its eyes, condemns John Hus to have 
been and to be a true, real and open heretic, the disciple not of Christ, but of John Wycliffe.” The bishops removed Hus’ 
vestments and placed upon his head a cap covered with pictures of the devil and committed his soul to hell. The council agreed; 
“We’ll cook his goose.”  On the way to his execution he passed a churchyard where a bonfire was burning his books.

“I would not, for a chapel full of gold, recede from the truth.”    John Hus

While tied to the stake with the faggots piled high around his body, Hus uttered a prophecy that would come to pass one 
hundred years after his death. He declared; “Today you will roast a lone goose, but one hundred years from now you 

will hear a swan sing, whom you will leave unroasted and no trap or net will catch him for you.”  These 
prophetic words came to pass when Martin Luther, an Augustinian priest, resisted the authority of the Pope and 
nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the door of Wittenberg Castle Church of Germany on October 31, 1517. 

JOHN HUS
          PREACHER, REFORMER & MARTYR OF BOHEMIA

by Charles A. Jennings
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As his body was being consumed by fire, Hus raised his voice in prayer; “Christ, thou son of the living God, have mercy on me. 
Lord Jesus, it is for Thee that I patiently endure this cruel death. I pray Thee to have mercy on my enemies.” As a forerunner 
of the Protestant Reformation, Hus was responsible for revealing the long hidden truths of God’s Word that would liberate the 
Western World from spiritual darkness and break the control of the papacy over God’s people Israel.

After Hus’ death, his followers were known as Hussites and later founded the Moravian Church.  Martin Luther, the great Ger-
man reformer was inspired by the life and teachings of Hus over a hundred years later.  When Luther discovered the details of 
Hus’ cruel martyrdom, he exclaimed; “I was overwhelmed with astonishment.  I could not understand for what cause they had 
burnt so great a man, who explained the Scriptures with so much gravity and skill.”

John Hus, scholar, preacher, reformer and martyr along with Wycliffe kindled the spiritual fire that became a conflagration of 
religious, social and cultural reform throughout the Western World unto this present day.

In this prophecy concerning the Reformation there are a number of points we must consider. The first of these 
is the identity of the mighty angel who holds the “little book” in his hand. Whilst it is true to say that the word 
‘angel’ can be rendered ‘messenger’, surely much more is implied in the text under consideration. Some in the 
past have claimed that the angel represented Luther or one of the other great Reformers or Bible Translators, 
however, so tremendous was the task of Reformation, that only a divine being was capable of accomplishing 
it, even our Lord Jesus Christ, the ‘messenger’ of the New Covenant. The angel is described as being clothed 
with a cloud, a terminology never used to describe any created angel, but one which reminds us that our 
Lord is coming in the ‘clouds’ to set up His Kingdom on earth (Rev. Ch.1 v.7) and that He is the one who 
makes ‘the clouds His chariots”, (Psalm 104 v3). We also notice that the angel has a rainbow around his 
head reminding us that He is the one who has entered into Covenant relationship with Israel, the people of 
the Reformation. The angel is then described as having his face as the sun and his feet as pillars of fire.  
Once again these are the symbols of deity and speak to us of the faithfulness and invincibility of our dear 
Redeemer King.

Having looked at the angel we must now go on to examine the ‘little book.’ The fact that it is described as a ‘little 
book OPEN’ implies that there was a time when the book had been closed. Therefore the prophecy can only apply 

to one Book, the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, given under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit for the guidance and 
instruction of God’s people, and closed to that same people during that period of history when Rome reigned supreme, and which has 
rightly earned the title the ‘Dark Ages.’  The apostasy of Christendom that followed on from the days of the Emperor Constantine was 
largely due to the fact that the Bible was a closed book. Translated from the original Hebrew and Greek into Latin by Jerome, it was of 
little value to the mass of the people, many of whom could not read and write, and those who could were fluent only in their own native 
tongue. Not content with this the Papacy saw fit to issue a number of formal decrees forbidding the Scriptures to the people.  One such 
declaration was that of the Council of Toulouse in 1229 which stated:

‘We prohibit also the permitting of the laity to have the books of the Old and New Testaments unless anyone should wish from a 
feeling of devotion to have a Psalter or breviary for Divine Service, or the hours of the blessed Mary.  But we strictly forbid them 
to have the above mentioned books in the vulgar tongue.’

In spite of the Papacy, various attempts were made to render portions of the Scriptures 
into English.  Portions of the Word of God had been translated into the Anglo Saxon 
tongue as early as the days of Alfred the Great. There was however no real attempt to 
give the people a complete Bible in their own language until the work of John Wycliffe 
some six hundred years later in 1382. In spite of the burning of Wycliffe’s own mortal 
remains, not to mention  his living followers and the copies of his English Bible by 
the Church of Rome, that translation remained in circulation until the outbreak of the 
Reformation when it was superseded by Tyndale’s translation.  In the face of fierce 
persecution, Tyndale completed his work of translating and printing an English Bible, 
and soon copies of the priceless treasure were being smuggled into England hidden in 
bales of cloth. Once again the Roman Church reacted in typical vein, burning the Bibles 
and murdering the translator.  However, Tyndale’s dying prayer:  “Lord open the eyes of 
the King of England”, was soon to be answered and by 1540, English Bibles were placed 
by Royal Decree in Parish Churches all across the land. What was true of Britain was true 
of the other Reformation lands of Northern Europe where due to the work of Luther, Zwingli and Calvin, 
the Scriptures of Truth were delivered into the lands of the people to read in their own tongue, 
and so the book was opened.                                                                                                (From:The Reformation in Prophecy)

“GIVE ME THE LITTLE BOOK” Rev. 10:8-11
by Pastor Alan Campbell
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“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might” Eccl. 9:10
The Protestant Work Ethic is a Biblically based teaching on the necessity of hard work, perfection and the goodness of 
manual labor. It was a part of old American culture of the 1800’s and is seen as one of the cornerstones of our national 
prosperity. Protestant preachers taught the goodness and the necessity of manual labor and its efficacious effect for 
individuals and on Christian society as a whole.

The term was first coined by Max Weber (1864-1920) of the German Historical School. He set forth the 
Puritan or Calvinistic theory of the origin of capitalism.
The Protestant Work Ethic is based on teachings and concepts of Holy Scripture, such as; Gen. 2:15;  
Prov. 6:6-11, 10:4.

1. The Reformation delivered England from gross religious ignorance and spiritual darkness. To sum up all in a few 
words, the religion of our English forefathers before the Reformation was a religion without knowledge, without faith, 
and without lively hope – a religion without justification, regeneration, and sanctification – a religion without any clear 
views of Christ and the Holy Ghost.

2. The Reformation delivered England from the most groveling, childish and superstitious practice in religion. I allude 
especially to the worship of relics.

3. The Reformation delivered England from the degrading tyranny and swindling impostures of the Roman priesthood. In 
the last days of the Pope’s supremacy in this land, the laity were throughly “sat upon” by the clergy, and could hardly 
call their souls their own.

4. The Reformation delivered England from the worst plague that can afflict a nation; I mean the plague of unholiness and 
immorality among the clergy. The lives of the clergy, as a general rule, were simply scandalous, and the moral tone of 
the laity was naturally at the lowest ebb.

5. First and foremost we owe to the Reformation an English Bible, and liberty for every man, woman and child in the 
land to read it. With an English Bible came in the right and duty of private judgment, and the assertion of the great 
principle of our VIth  Article, that “Holy Scripture contains all things needful to salvation,” and the only rule of faith 
and practice. Of all the agencies which brought about the overthrow of Popery in this country, the translation of the 
Bible was the earliest and most powerful. It struck a blow at the root of the whole Romish system.

6. The huge mass of rubbish was shoveled out of the way by the Reformers. People were taught that justification was by 
faith without the deeds of the law, and that every heavy-laden sinner on earth had a right to go straight to the Lord Jesus 
Christ for remission of sins, without waiting for Pope or priest, confession or absolution, masses or extreme unction.  
From that time the backbone of English Popery was broken. You that are walking by faith and enjoying peace with 
God, by simple trust in the precious blood of Atonement, never forget that you owe this priceless privilege to  the 
Reformation.

For ever let us thank God for the Reformation. It lighted a candle which aught never to be extinguished or allowed to grow 
dim. And for ever let us remember that the Reformation was won for us by the blood of the martyrs, quite as much as by 
their preaching and praying and writing and legislation. It was forged in the fires of Oxford and Smithfield.

Shall we in this century talk lightly of the great work which they did? Shall we entertain for a moment the idea of forsaking 
Reformation principles and going back to Rome? Once more I say, God forbid! The man who counsels such base apostasy 
and suicidal folly must be judicially blind. The iron collar has been broken, let us not put it on again. The prison has been 
thrown open; let us not resume the yoke and return to our chains.

From:  “Why Were Our Reformers Burned?” The Covenant People’s Fellowship

WHAT DO WE OWE TO 
                        THE REFORMATION?

by John C. Ryle (1816-1900) Prominent Evangelical Anglican Bishop

THE PROTESTANT WORK ETHIC
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“I will sing unto the LORD; I will sing praise 
to the LORD God of Israel”  Judges 5:3

“I will sing unto the LORD; I will sing praise 
to the LORD God of Israel”  Judges 5:3

A MIGHTY FORTESS IS OUR GOD
 
    Throughout the history of the Christian faith, words 
of praise in melodious song, have been an expression 
of worship to God.  Under the Old Covenant there were 
inspired songwriters such as; Asaph, Heman, Ethan, 
Moses, the sons of Korah and King David known as the 
sweet Psalmist of Israel.  In the early church the believers 
were encouraged in “speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in 
your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19).

    During the centuries of the Christian church, even times 
of severe persecution, the followers of Christ have been 
inspired by the Holy Spirit in composing songs of praise, 
consecration and encouragement.  One of the rich results 
of the Protestant Reformation was a revival of inspiring 
music and singing in Christian churches.  Many of these 
songs are still being sung and serve as a framework of 
spiritual expression for both public and private worship.
One such composition that has survived the centuries 
of time and remains the most well-known hymn of the 
Protestant Reformation is  “A Mighty Fortress is Our 
God”  by Martin Luther.

    Luther was born on November 10, 1483 in Eisleben, 
Saxony, Germany.  While studying for a law degree he 
was almost killed by a bolt of lightning.  Pondering his 
close call with death, he changed his course of study from 
law to theology. He was educated at the University of 
Erfurt and was ordained an Augustinian priest at the age of 
twenty-four.  Five years later he was ordained as a Doctor 
of Theology in the Roman Catholic Church.

    As a professor of theology and philosophy at the 
University of Wittenberg, he challenged the beliefs of 
the Roman Church, such as the supremacy of the pope, 
indulgences and other beliefs and practices which gained 
him extreme disfavor with the religious hierarchy. He 
advocated that the common people should be allowed 
to read the Bible and enjoy congregational singing. He 
wrote thirty-seven hymns for public worship. On October 
31, 1517 he nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the door of 
Wittenberg Cathedral which resulted in the pope’s edict 
for Luther’s excommunication and the burning of his 
writings in 1520.

    In spite of his political connections, Luther was brought 
to trial at Worms, Germany and was commanded by 
Emperor Charles V to retract his ‘heretical’ beliefs.  In 
his refusal he replied, “I cannot and will not recant.  Here 
I take my stand.  So help me God. Amen.”  The court 
sentenced Luther to prison into the custody of his friend 
Frederick, a Roman elector,who turned a blind eye while 
Luther worked on his New Testament translation and even 
allowed his escape.

    Luther and his followers were continually harassed 
by the authorities.  He wrote a formal protest against 
oppression – hence resulting in the term “Protest-ant.” On 
the eve of a bitter court battle in 1529, Luther wrote his 
famous hymn to encourage his friends who were facing the 
wrath of political and religious authorities.  Martin Luther 
died on February 18, 1546.

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing:
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving 
would be losing;
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s 
own choosing:
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same,
And He must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled, should  
threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to  
triumph through us:
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure,
One little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers,  
no thanks to them, abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him  
Who with us sideth:
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still,
His kingdom is forever. 

WHAT DO WE OWE TO 
                        THE REFORMATION?
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THE DARKENED SUN & 
THE BLOODY MOON

One of the most interesting symbolic phrases coupled with its chronological context found in Scripture is “the sun shall 
be turned into darkness and the moon into blood” (Joel 2:31; Acts 2:20). This phrase is preceded by another descriptive 
symbolic prophecy which the Apostle Peter quotes from the prophet Joel: “and I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the 
earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke” (Joel 2:30; Acts 2:19).

In their search for the prophetic interpretation of these events, many teachers of the futurist school of thought have attempted 
to make this a literal event yet in the future.  Some have even said that during the alleged ‘great tribulation’ after the ‘rapture’ 
the sun which is in the center of our universe will refuse to shine.  If this actually happens,  just for one hour, life as we know 
it, would most likely no longer exist.  Some continue to interpret these symbolic phrases as literal and teach that the moon 
(that heavenly body in our universe) will turn into blood.  In their literalness, they never identify which kind of blood it will 
be, whether animal or human. Neither are we told by what means the blood will be transported to the moon. So there must be 
a more logical and Biblical explanation to this most important prophecy.

It is imperative to first know from Scripture what the prophetic symbols represent, before we are able to understand what 
transpires in prophetic fulfillment.  Early in the Biblical account we are given irrefutable identification what the sun, moon 
and stars represent in the plan of God. In the Mosaic record of the life of Joseph it is written, “And he dreamed yet another 
dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the 
eleven stars made obeisance to me. And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto 
him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves 
to thee to the earth?”(Gen. 37:9-10).

In the interpretation of his son’s dream, Jacob immediately understood what the sun, moon and stars represented. Without 
a doubt, they referred to the family of Jacob, which later became known as the House of Israel.  It is significant in Jacob’s 
response that he as the patriarchal head of the family is represented by the sun, his wife is represented by the moon and the 
sons of Jacob as represented by the stars. These eleven stars plus Joseph, for a total of twelve, later became the heads of 
twelve tribal families. These tribes became known as the House, the Nation and eventually the Kingdom of Israel. 

When considering the representation of the woman in Revelation chapter twelve, we are given these same symbolic images 
in order to avoid any misidentification. John the Revelator records; “And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars” (Rev.12:1). Following a 
consistent Scriptural exegesis, this woman is beyond any doubt representative of the family of Jacob, also known as National 
Israel.

Notice must be taken of the fact that there are twelve stars in this woman’s crown. This means that the prophetic role that this 
woman, National Israel plays in end-time prophecy involves all twelve tribes. It is not limited to just one tribe, as so many 
teachers falsely proclaim in their reference to the Jews as comprising the totality of Israel. If one’s understanding is limited 
to the narrow paradigm that only the Jewish people are Israel, then the dark veil of spiritual blindness hides the full truth of 
prophetic understanding. Then the wisdom and beauty of God’s unfolding plan in true Israel throughout history is totally 
hidden from view.

ISAIAH’S PROPHECIES

The prophet Isaiah’s use of the phrase sun, moon and stars is in reference to both the Judah nation, (Southern Kingdom) and 
to National Israel which included all twelve tribes.  The scholarly commentator, Adam Clarke, gives the following remarks 
concerning Isaiah’s use of these images. “For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the 
sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine” (Isa. 13:10). 

“The Hebrew poets, to express happiness, prosperity, the instauration and advancement of states, kingdoms and 
potentates, make use of images taken from the most striking part of nature, from the heavenly bodies, from 
the sun, moon and stars. . . On the contrary, the overflow and destruction of kingdoms is represented by 
opposite images.  The stars are obscured, the moon withdraws her light, and the sun shines no more!  The 
earth quakes and the heavens tremble. . .”  A. Clarke
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“Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the LORD of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in 
Jerusalem,and before his ancients gloriously” (Isa. 24:23).

“The figurative language of the prophets is taken from the analogy between the world natural and an empire or kingdom 
considered as a world politic . . . For the heavens signify thrones and dignities, and those who enjoy them . . . The sun, 
for the whole species and race of kings in the kingdoms of the world politic; the moon, for the  body of the common 
people, considered as the king’s wife; the stars, for subordinate princes and great men; . . . Setting of the sun, moon,stars,  
darkening the sun, turning the moon into blood, and the falling of the stars, for the ceasing of a kingdom.” A. Clarke

“Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven 
days, in the day that the LORD bindeth up the breach of his people, and healeth the stroke of their wound” (Isa. 30:26).

“By moon, sun, light, are to be understood the abundance of spiritual and a temporal felicity, with which God should bless 
them [His people Israel] in the days of the Messiah, which should be sevenfold, i.e., vastly exceed all that they had ever 
before possessed.”  A. Clarke

JOEL’S PROPHECY

The prophet Joel gives the promise of the outpouring of the Spirit which is quoted by Peter as having its fulfillment in Acts 
chapter two.  This not only tells us the nature of the promise, but also the chronological setting of the fulfillment.  The prophet 
made it clear that this promise was made primarily to the family of Israel by announcing to “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and 
sound an alarm in my holy mountain” (2:1). The prophet went on to say that the Lord would pour out His Spirit upon all flesh, as 
opposed to just the priests and prophets. The prophet declared, “I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions” (2:28).

Immediately after the giving of the Spirit outpouring, the prophet says; “And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the 
earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke” (2:30).  Adam Clarke says: “This refers to those dreadful sights, dreadful portents, 
and destructive commotion by which the Jewish polity was finally overthrown. . .”Joel continues; “The sun shall be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come” (2:31). According to Adam Clarke, 
this refers to “The Jewish polity civil and ecclesiastical, shall be entirely destroyed.”

The Apostle Peter’s sermon in Acts chapter two makes clear the sequence of events that were going to happen. First, he 
designated the first century A.D. as “the last days.” The promised event that would open up the last days would be the outpouring 
of God’s Spirit upon His people. Second, the Lord would show wonders in the heavens and the earth representing the overthrow 
of the Judah nation. Third, would be “The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood” (Acts 2:20). Following 
the analogy set forth in the Old Testament, given by the patriarch Jacob, the family or nation of Israel (both Judah & Israel) would 
lose their prominence in the world and go into obscurity.  During this time pagan civil and religious powers would oppress them.

CHRISTIAN ISRAEL ARISES

Historically, Israel’s obscurity occurred during the dark ages of Papal rule until the next prophetic event took place.  The fourth 
event would be that time as Peter declared; “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved” (Acts 2:21).  Prophetically and chronologically this event was the Protestant Reformation when Christian Israel arose 
from “the dead” being endued with God’s Spirit and God’s Word. This was in fulfillment of God’s promise to His people Israel 
that; “I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring” (Isa. 44:3) and “the Redeemer shall come to 
Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD.” As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith 
the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor 
out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth and for ever” (Isa. 
59:20-21). This Word burned upon the lips and the pens of the Reformers and with the newly invented Gutenberg printing press 
awakened God’s Israel people to a living relationship with Jesus Christ.

These figurative representations are solar and lunar eclipses when the sun is darkened and the moon takes on a bloody hue. This 
national eclipse of God’s true Israel people lasted for the prophetic time period of 1260 years. This prophetic time period could 
rightly be reckoned from the end of the Apostolic Age to the translation of the Bible in the language of the common people during 
the time of John Wycliffe and William Tyndale. This is when the “little book” was opened and its message of salvation by grace 
was proclaimed to the Israel people of Western Europe and the British Isles.  This is when the national spiritual 
eclipse of Israel ended and the promise was fulfilled that; “it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21).
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