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Osage Nation Congressional Committee on 
Government Operations Meeting 

 
April 15, 2019 

 
Minutes 

 
 

  Osage Nation Capitol Building 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 

 
Call to Order 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Edwards at 3:06 p.m. 

 
 

Roll Call 
 
The roll was called and the following members were present: 
 
Congressman BigHorse 
Congressman Potts 
Congresswoman Pratt  
Congresswoman Edwards 
 
The following members were absent: 
 
Congresswoman Whitehorn 
Congressman Maker 
 
Chair Edwards declared a quorum present. 
 
 

Prayer 
 
Prayer was given by Congresswoman Pratt.  
 
 

Approval of Minutes. 
 
Motion-To Approve. Congressman BigHorse made a motion to approve the minutes of April 11, 2019 as 
amended. The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays.  

 
 

Reports 
 

(None) 
 

Review Financials 
 

(None) 
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Chair Edwards relinquished the position of Chair to Vice Chair BigHorse to present legislation. 
 
Consideration of ONCA 18-63, An Act to amend the Open Records Act at 15 ONC §§8-102 and 8-
103 to include text messages and electronic mail sent on devices owned by the Osage Nation or 
accounts operated by the Osage Nation as public records; and to establish an alternate effective 
date. (Edwards) 
 
Chair BigHorse gave the floor to Congresswoman Edwards. 
 
Motion-To Amend. Congressman Potts made a motion to amend ONCA 18-63 as follows: 
 
Page 3  
Line 123 
Insert  
10. Text messages or instant messaging service messages sent by mobile telecommunication devices paid 
for in part by an Osage Nation government entity. 
 
The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Amend. Congressman Potts made a motion to amend ONCA 18-63 as follows: 
 
Page 6 
Line 235 
Insert a new section. 
Amendment to 15 ONC § 8-104 
 
15 ONC § 8-104 shall be amended to read: 
A. The following records are private or otherwise protected and shall not be considered public for 

purposes of required disclosure: 
1. Records concerning an individual’s eligibility for social services, welfare benefits, or the 

determination of benefit levels; 
2. Records containing data on individuals describing medical history, diagnosis, condition, 

treatment, evaluation, or similar medical data, including psychiatric or phychological data; 
3. Records concerning a current or former employee of, or applicant for employment with, a 

government entity that would disclose that individual’s home address, home telephone 
number, social security number, insurance coverage, marital status, or payroll deductions, 
performance evaluations or personal status information such as race, religion or disabilities; 

4. Records describing an individual’s finances, except that the following are public: 
a. Employment position salaries; 
b. Ethics or finance statement filings by public officials required by law; 

5. Records which contain the negotiating position of the Osage Nation, including all boards, 
committees, commissions, departments, agencies or other Osage government entity, before a 
contract, lease or other agreement is entered into; 

6. Records prepared by or on behalf of a government entity solely in anticipation of litigation 
that are not available under the rules of discovery; 

7. Records that may otherwise be considered public if they are protected by the attorney-client 
privilege. This privilege may be waived by the client who created the attrorney-client 
relationship, and if a waiver of the privilege is made the records shall be considered public; 

8. Information and research presented, and discussions conducted by the public bodies of the 
Osage Nation during executive sessions that are conducted in accordance with the Open 
Meetings Act; 
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9. Confidential and proprietary information collected by a government entity or agency in the 
performance of its investigative or regulatory functions; 

10. Memoranda prepared by staff and used in the decision-making process by a judge or a 
member of any other body charged by law with performing judicial or quasi-judicial 
functions; 

11. Information contained within or related to a contract, lease or other agreement which is 
confidential and/or proprietary in nature; 

12. Records of a government audit agency relating to an ongoing or planned audit until the final 
audit is released; 

13. Records to which access is restricted pursuant to court rule or as a condition of participation 
in a state or federal program or for receiving state or federal funds; 

14. Drafts, unless otherwise classified as public; 
15. Information otherwise protected by applicable laws; 
16. Information which cannot be released without interfering with an individual’s right to 

exercise or practice a chosen religion; 
17. Records containing data on individuals, which is disclosed, would consitiute a clearly 

unwarranted invasion of privacy; and  
18. Records containing information identifying an individual’s interest or ownership of restricted 

or trust property. 
19. Records that production would clearly cause excessive disruption of the essential functions of 

the public body, 
20. A public official or employee may keep confidential his or her personal notes and personally 

created materials other than departmental budget requests of a public body prepared as an 
aid to memory or research leading to the adoption of a public policy or the implementation of 
a public project. 

 
The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Report. Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to report ONCA 18-63 to Congress with a 
do pass with amendments recommendation. The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Congresswoman Whitehorn arrived to the meeting at 3:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
Consideration of ONCA 19-07, An Act to amend 19 ONC § 3-101 et seq and include new sections of 
law to clarify the law is intended to satisfy the Osage Constitutional mandates for the Congress to 
establish a merit principled system of employment; to authorize the Department of Human 
Resources of the Osage Nation to implement the system; to include a grievance procedure and 
exhaustion requirement prior to seeking review in the Trial Court. (Edwards) 

 
Chair BigHorse gave the floor to Congresswoman Edwards. 
 
Motion-To Report. Congressman Potts made a motion to report ONCA 19-07 to Congress with a do pass 
with amendments recommendation. The motion was seconded and passed with 5 yeas and 0 nays. 

 
 
 

Consideration of ONCA 19-11, An Act to amend 19 ONC § 3-106 of the Osage Nation Workforce 
Pay for Performance Act to authorize base pay adjustments and Merit recognition; and to establish 
an alternate effective date. (Edwards) 



 4 

 
Motion-To Amend. Congressman Potts made a motion to amend ONCA 19-11 as follows: 
 
p. 2 line 56  
Strike  "in the local market;” 
And insert  
 ‘… in the local public sector job market when applicable. Local private sector comparable wages may be 
utilized in the absence of comparable local public sector wages.  
 
The motion was seconded and passed with 5 yeas and 0 nays. 

 
Motion-To Amend. Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to amend ONCA 19-11 as follows: 
 
Page 2  
Line 74 
Strike “a percent” 
And Insert “part” 
 
The motion was seconded and passed with 5 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Postpone. Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to postpone ONCA 19-11 to the call of 
the Chair. The motion was seconded and passed with 5 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Chair BigHorse relinquished the position of Chair back to Chair Edwards. 
 
 
 
Consideration of ONCA 19-15, An Act to authorize the Osage News to host and conduct fair and 
unbiased debates leading up to Osage Nation elections; and to establish an alternate effective date. 
(Potts) 

 
Chair Edwards gave the floor to Congressman Potts. 

 
Motion-To Amend. Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to amend ONCA 19-15 as follows: 
 
Throughout the bill 
Strike “debates” 
Insert “forum” 
 
The motion was seconded and passed with 3 yeas and 2 nays. 
 
Congressman BigHorse  yes 
Congressman Potts  no 
Congresswoman Pratt  no 
Congresswoman Whitehorn yes 
Congresswoman Edwards yes 
 
Motion-To Report. Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to report ONCA 19-15 to Congress with 
no recommendation. The motion was seconded and passed with 5 yeas and 0 nays. 
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Consideration of ONCA 19-21, An Act to appropriate eighty three thousand seventy six dollars 
($83,076) to the Capital Asset and Improvement Fund for Wildland Fire equipment purchases; and 
to establish an alternate effective date. (Pratt)  
 
Chair Edwards gave the floor to Congresswoman Pratt. 
 
Director of Wildland Fire, Ross Walker was invited to the table for discussion. 
 
Motion-To Report. Congressman Potts made a motion to report ONCA 19-21 to Congress with a do pass 
recommendation. The motion was seconded and passed with 5 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
 
 

Adjournment 
 

Motion-To Adjourn. Congressman BigHorse made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded and 
passed with 5 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Chair Edwards adjourned the meeting at 4:14 p.m. 

 
 
 
 

Dana Murrell 
Committee Clerk 


