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PERRY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting       June 16, 2021 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Perry County Planning Commission was held on 

Wednesday, June 16, 2021 in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room of the Veteran’s Memorial 

Building, New Bloomfield, PA and via Zoom telecommunication software, with members 

participating in compliance with the provisions authorized under PA Act 15 of 2020. Chairman 

Turner called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

 

 Members present were Chairman Jim Turner, Robert Shaffer, Brian Funkhouser, Dana 

Cotton, and Dan Kirk, with Tom Graupensperger and Cathy Gilbert participating virtually, 

through the Zoom meeting arrangements. County Commissioner Brenda Watson was 

present representing her board as the liaison. Jason Finnerty was in attendance representing 

the staff. Steve Deck, was also present remotely, representing staff and handling the 

logistics of the virtual meeting participation. 

 

2. MINUTES 

 

 Chairman Turner asked the members if they had read through the May 19, 2021 monthly 

meeting minutes and if they had any edits they would like to offer. None of the members 

offered any edits.  

 

 Mr. Funkhouser motioned to approve the minutes without edit. Mr. Kirk seconded the 

motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. GOOD AND WELFARE 

 

Mr. Tom Palm was in attendance via Zoom telecommunication software for the Michael 

and Sadie Beiler subdivision (File # 21-052).  

 

4. COMMUNICATIONS AND PAYMENTS OF EXPENSE 

 

A.      Communications 

 

Chairman Turner asked the commission members if there was anything from the 

monthly communications list needing to be discussed, or if staff had any items to bring 

to the PCPC’s attention. Mr. Finnerty mentioned a letter received from Skelly and Loy 

regarding an industrial mining permit application in Centre Township.  

 

B.       Payment of Expenses 

 

Mr. Kirk made a motion to approve the following expenses. Mrs. Cotton seconded and 

the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Transfer amount...………………...………………………………………….......$885.02 
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5. REPORTS 

 

   A.      Treasurer’s Report 

 

Mr. Shaffer motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Reports in the form of financial 

statements for the period of January 1, 2021 through May 31, 2021 for filing subject to 

audit. Mr. Kirk seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

B.      Staff Report 

 

1.     Local Planning Assistance (LPA) Report 

 

Mr. Finnerty mentioned there were only minor items listed on the monthly LPA 

Report this month with staff attending the Marysville Borough Planning 

Commission meeting via Zoom. 

 

A copy of the LPA Report is attached to the file copy of the minutes. 

 

2.      Program Progress Report  

 

Covering transportation, the RTP draft will be out for comment in July and August 

and is scheduled to be adopted by the Harrisburg Transportation Study in 

September. Also staff met with members of the Historical Society of Perry County, 

PennDOT staff, and consultant representatives of Gannett Fleming on the potential 

park and ride site at Drumgolds Corner. 

 

Mr. Kirk asked if an update to the roundabout in Shermans Dale could be provided. 

Mr. Deck indicated he would contact the project lead and provide an update. 

 

Traffic counting is currently underway and counts in Perry County are being 

conducted. 

 

Mr. Kirk shared an issue with Norfolk Southern Railroad and the blocking of a road 

for a lengthy period of time. Mr. Shaffer mentioned that while he was a Penn 

Township Supervisor he received similar complaints, and the railroad had been 

unresponsive. A motion was made by Mrs. Cotton for staff to send a letter to 

Norfolk Sothern raising awareness of the concern for safety of County residents 

when such roadways are blocked. 

 

Finally, work continues on the Countywide Action Plan (CAP). A couple of 

additional meetings have been held and the consultant (HRG) has individually met 

with planning and conservation district representatives from the four participating 

counties. Outreach will be conducted with watershed groups, farmers and other 

stakeholders.in the very near future. The motion was seconded by Mr. Shaffer and 

passed unanimously. 

 

On a separate topic of Perry County focus, Mr. Finnerty shared information on the 

resumption of the EDA’s downtown revitalization project by distributing a schedule 

of upcoming events.  
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A copy of the Program Progress report is attached to the file copy of the minutes. 

 

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

A.    Perry County Comprehensive Plan 

 

Mr. Finnerty mentioned the PICTURE PERRY survey summary report has been added 

to the PCPC’s webpage. 

 

B.    County Hazard Mitigation Plan Implementation 

  

Our office continues to await word from PEMA on a recommended base floor elevation 

for the family to consider when seeking estimates on flood-proofing their home. The 

construction estimate will be used to apply for funding assistance through FEMA. 

 

C.    Highway Occupancy Permit Violation - Cameron Drum/Southwest Madison Township  

 

Staff has received numerous complaints from Mr. William Sloss, a neighbor to the 

Cameron Drum property. Staff was also part of a Microsoft Teams meeting with 

PennDOT representatives. The County Solicitor has determined there was no violation 

of the County Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance since the County was 

made aware no other landowners other than those identified on the previously approved 

subdivision plan were utilizing the approved private rights-of-way. PennDOT will be 

sending a letter in the near future to Mr. Drum regarding outstanding HOP issues. 

 

D.    Perry County Countywide Action Plan (CAP) 

 

 This item was covered in the Program Progress Report. 

 

E.     Chapter 102 Form Discussion/Options 

 

Mr. Finnerty provided a list of six options for the PCPC to consider when requests 

come in to complete PADEP Chapter 102 forms as a follow up to a request made 

during the May meeting. It was the consensus of the PCPC members to complete the 

forms when a plan is supplied. In an instance where the Chapter 102 form being 

supplied without an accompanying plan; identify the response is on behalf of the Perry 

County Planning Commission, complete only questions 1 and 3 on the form sign and 

return without responding to whether the plan is consistent with the county 

comprehensive plan. It was further determined this form should also be accompanied 

by a letter indicating the no consistency determination would be made without the 

submission of a copy of a plan. 

 

Mr. Finnerty shared a Chapter 102 application previously thought to have been 

completed for the Perry Innovation Park Lots 10 & 12. He indicated the land use would 

be consistent with what one would expect to see in a planned growth area, especially an 

industrial park. It was mentioned that in the event a plan and Chapter 102 form comes 

in where staff feels uncertain in determining whether a project is consistent, it could be 

brought before the PCPC. 
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Mr. Shaffer asked is staff had any reports to share regarding the proposed cogeneration 

plant. Mr. Finnerty indicated he followed up the May meeting by contacting two 

engineers for the proposed cogeneration plant to inquire if any hazard analyses had 

been performed for the proposed facility. He spoke to Mr. Brent Voelker with Kinsley 

Energy Solutions and then Mr. David Shuedy with Frontier Resources. Mr. Shuedy 

indicated he would be forwarding copies of both analyses but the office is still awaiting 

their receipt. Mrs. Watson asked to be supplied with the email communications 

indicating she would help to get the analyses released to the PCPC and the Perry 

County Emergency Management Agency. 

 

7. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Subdivision and Land Development Matters 

 

1). Approvals Report 

 

a) File #21-052 Michael and Sadie Beiler - Toboyne Township 

 

Mr. Palm re-presented the plan on behalf of his clients. 

 

Mr. Finnerty highlighted items still remaining unaddressed following Mr. Palm’s 

response to review report comments. Among the items remaining were the PADEP 

approval of the on-lot sewage facilities. 

 

Mrs. Cotton raised a concern for the construction activity for the proposed house in 

an area of the property that appeared to be located in the area delineated as steep 

slope. Mr. Palm indicated the house will be located in a field where slope doesn’t 

reach the ordinance’s 15% steep slope definition. It was the consensus to have the 

plan clarify the location of where the proposed house sits in relation to the steep 

slope area. There was some discussion surrounding erosion and sedimentation 

control plans and when the Conservation District now requires a review. A one acre 

threshold of ground disturbance was discussed and staff was instructed to confirm 

when the PCCD would be required to perform a review of the erosion and 

sedimentation control plan. 

 

A motion was made by Mrs. Cotton to table the plan. The motion was seconded by 

Mr. Shaffer and passed unanimously.  

 

2). Review and Report  

 

Chairman Turner asked the Commission members if there were any plans on the 

monthly review and report table they would like to view. None of the members 

asked to see any of the plans listed in the monthly review report. 

 

Mrs. Cotton motioned to ratify to staff reviews of all plans listed in the monthly 

review report table. The motion was seconded by Mr. Graupensperger and passed 

unanimously.  

 

A copy of the Review and Report Table is attached to the file copy of these 

minutes. 



 

 5 

 

3) Rye Township Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance (S&LDO) - 

Moderate Revision 

 

Mr. Finnerty explained the office received two ordinances for Rye Township. The 

first was for the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance and the second was 

for the Zoning Ordinance. Both proposed moderate revisions. Mr. Graupensperger 

shared some information regarding the need for the changes to address stormwater 

concerns for development not qualifying as a land development by S&LDO 

definition.   

 

Mrs. Cotton indicated it would be nice if the municipalities would provide digital 

versions of proposed ordinances so it could be shared with the PCPC members. She 

also mentioned she had been particularly interested in whether the ordinance 

mentioned anything on the noncommercial raising of chickens. 

 

An omnibus motion was made by Mr. Shaffer to authorize the prepared letters 

supporting adoption of the ordinance after considering the recommendations offered 

in each letter. The motion was seconded by Mr. Kirk and passed unanimously. 

 

B. Zoning Matters 

 
1) Rye Township Zoning Ordinance - Moderate Revision 

 

See action taken with 7. A. 3.  

 

C.  Other Matters 

 

1).  Intergovernmental Review - PA DCED Greenways, Trails, and Recreation Program 

for Lions Club Park Recreation Improvements, Marysville Borough ($215,000) 

 

Two intergovernmental reviews were received by the office for the PCPC’s 

consideration. The first was for Marysville Borough for Lions Club Park recreation 

improvements. The second was for Newport Borough and parking for combined 

sewer system modifications. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Kirk to authorize the chairman to sign the prepared 

letters offering support for both project applications. The motion was seconded by 

Mrs. Cotton and passed unanimously and passed unanimously. 

 

2) Intergovernmental Review - PENNVEST Clean Water State Revolving Fund - for 

Combined Sewer System Modifications (Project No. 2), Newport Borough 

($867,000) 

 

See action taken with 7. C. 1. 

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chairman Turner adjourned the meeting at 8:50 PM. The next meeting of the Perry County 

Planning Commission is scheduled for Wednesday, July 21, 2021 at 7:00 PM. The meeting 
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will be held in the Commissioner’s Hearing Room of the Perry County Veteran’s Memorial 

Building and via Zoom teleconferencing software. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Robert E. Shaffer, Sr. 

       Secretary 

 

  


