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EExxpplloorriinngg  IIssssuueess  EExxppeerriieennttiiaallllyy::  GGeeoorrggee  MMaasshhiinntteerr  

 
 
Overview 

This practice involves simulating real world events in order to provide learners with 
an experiential method for examining multiple perspectives on an issue. Each 
simulation is structured around a specific aspect of the course curriculum. In the 
Media and Culture course, students simulate television and radio shows such as 
Reliable Sources, Cross Country Check-up, Global Sunday, CounterSpin, and CNN 
TalkBack Live to explore issues such as Media Ownership, Advertising and 
Consumerism, Globalization and Culture, and Politics and the Media. 

 
Lea irn ng Goals 

rriculum-based issue • Research varying perspectives on a relevant, cu
• Present an assigned perspective persuasively   
• Recognize and adapt to the communication limitations specific to a particular medium 
• Develop a presentation plan consistent with the format of a particular radio or television talk 

show 
• Reflect and report on personal learning as it relates to researching, presenting, and 

analyzing a variety of perspectives on an issue 
 

********************************************************************* 
Description of the Practice 
 
A. Preparation 
To prepare for the media events, I spend considerable time researching the issues, the media, and 
the guests. 
1. Researching the issues.  

In order for the events to be successful the issues must be current, relevant, controversial, and 
an integral part of the curriculum.  

2. Researching the show.  
Before deciding on a media format, I spend a lot of time watching or listening to a variety of 
programs to determine their appropriateness. The shows selected must have an appropriate 
structure (i.e. a defined host, and a variety of guests), and deal with issues directly related to the 
curriculum. It is also important for that the show have a good website with topical resources, 
information about the show, and information about the host. 

3. Researching the guests.  
For each show there are several guests. It is important to research the issue and select guests 
representing a variety of perspectives – critics, supporters, people affected directly by the issue, 
etc. All guests are either real people that students can research, or fictional guests that represent 
the views of a real organization with a particular stance or interest in the issue. Students are 
provided with at least one web link for each guest as a starting point for their research. 

 
B. Logistics 
Each show involves a host, two producers, and a number of guests. In a class of forty- five, half the 
class participates in each event. There are 4 events in the term and each student participates in 2.  
1. Assigning Roles.  

Roles are assigned by having students pick them out of a hat. The roles are then recorded so 
that everyone knows each other’s roles and responsibilities.  
The responsibilities of the broadcasters (Hosts and Producers) include the following: 
• Research and prepare the topics for discussion 
• Research and prepare the questions for guests 
• Research and prepare an introduction for the show 
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• Work with and guide guests 
• Time manage the guests 
• Broadcast the show in the specified time 

 

nts  

 
2. 

• ed about themselves, the 
g. This report is due in the class following the show. 

The responsibilities of each guest includes the following: 
• Research guest to gain a thorough understanding of his/her perspective, background, and argume

hallenge and debate issues effectively on air • Research other guests in order to c
• Work with the show producers to develop questions and a focus to their comments or statements
Keeping Students Accountable.  
Based on the work students do for their shows and on the shows themselves, students are 
responsible for the following reports: 
• Research and Planning Report (2-4 pages): This report explains how the student researched and 

prepared for his/her role. It must be submitted on the day of the show. 
Reflection Paper (2-4 pages): This paper focuses on what students learn
issue, and learnin

 
C. Skill Development 

s need to facilitatThe skills that teacher
critic

e a successful experiential activity include web research, 

1. 
hniques of searching the web. Many students are still 

2. 

stru
 

 
on student 

3. 
ring 

 participants as they plan and 
rganize 

********************************************************* 

1. w of 

 lot of 

.  simulations so that they are fully integrated into the curriculum, not just an interesting add-

 

If you have any questions about this practice, feel free to call me (George Mashinter) at ext. 1287. 

al thinking, and show production. 
Web Research.  

roduce or review tecIt is beneficial to int
unfamiliar with even basic techniques. 
Critical Thinking.  
To facilitate students’ ability to think about and analyze an issue, the experiential activities are 

ctured in three-week blocks.  
Week 1: Introduction: Students complete several assigned readings on the issue for discussion in
class. The teacher’s role is to ask questions and probe thinking, while being careful not to present, 
or favour, a particular point of view. At the end of this first class, roles are assigned for the show. 
Week 2: Preparation: In the first half of the class, the issue is reviewed through class discussion, 
and any new ideas and topics are introduced. All show participants should have done their research 
by now. The second half of the class is set aside to allow the students to organize and prepare for 
the show. The teacher should provide support as required. 
Week 3: Activity: The mock show takes place in the same amount of time that it is broadcast in the 
real world. To keep the simulation as accurate as possible, commercial breaks are taken at the

fter the show, time is taken to facilitate a reflective discussion appropriate time. A
experience with the issue, the various points of view, and with the activity itself. 

Show Production.  
Students need to be familiar with the particular format of the show they are simulating. Du
the last hour in week 2, the teacher needs to work with the
o their show to ensure they are on the right track. 
 

************
Tips for Practitioners 
 
The following tips will help ensure an effective experiential activity: 

Emphasize that students are to focus on representing and communicating the point of vie
the “real person” they are portraying, and not to focus on acting out their behaviours and 
mannerisms. 

2. Prepare thoroughly and well ahead of time. To ensure success, you have to complete a
background research, and have all of the logistics well thought through. 

3. Provide students with at least one web link to get them started on the research aspect. 
Plan4
on. 

 
The only challenge that I still don’t have a solution for is what to do when the host is sick on the day
of the show.  
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