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PERRY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting       May 19, 2021 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Perry County Planning Commission was held on 

Wednesday, May 19, 2021 in the Commissioners’ Hearing Room of the Veteran’s Memorial 

Building, New Bloomfield, PA and via Zoom telecommuting software, with members 

participating in compliance with the provisions authorized under PA Act 15 of 2020. Chairman 

Turner called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

 

 Members present were Chairman Jim Turner, Robert Shaffer, Brian Funkhouser, Dana 

Cotton, and Dave Rice, with Tom Graupensperger and Cathy Gilbert participating 

virtually, through the Zoom meeting arrangements. Jason Finnerty was in attendance 

representing the staff. Steve Deck, was also present remotely, representing staff and 

handling the logistics of the virtual meeting participation. 

 

2. MINUTES 

 

 Chairman Turner asked the members if they had read through the March 17, 2021 monthly 

meeting minutes and if they had any edits they would like to offer. None of the members 

offered any edits. Mr. Finnerty noted two date adjustments that were made prior to the 

meeting 

 

 Mr. Funkhouser motioned to approve the minutes without edit. Mrs. Cotton seconded the 

motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. GOOD AND WELFARE 

 

Mr. Tom Palm was present for the Barry T. and Brenda J. Kerlin subdivision (File # 21-

051) and the Michael and Sadie Beiler subdivision (File # 21-052). Accompanying Mr. 

Palm was his wife Mrs. Patricia Palm. Mr. Joe Burget, Jr. was in attendance for the 

Matthew F. and Martha S. Stoltzfus and Daniel Stoltzfus subdivision (File #21-042) 

 

4. COMMUNICATIONS AND PAYMENTS OF EXPENSE 

 

A.      Communications 

 

Chairman Turner asked the commission members if there was anything from the 

monthly communications list needing to be discussed, or if staff had any items to bring 

to the PCPC’s attention. Mr. Finnerty mentioned an air quality permit notification was 

received for the electric cogeneration facility proposed in the Perry County Innovation 

Park. Mr. Shaffer raised an initial concern for the number of the LNG tanks for the site. 

His second question was whether the electric production facility was being sized to 

provide energy to other businesses in the park.  
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Two chapter 102 permits were reviewed and shared with the PCPC members. Mr. 

Finnerty asked the Commission to consider establishing a format by which staff could 

follow through with these reviews for general consistency.  Chairman Turner asked Mr. 

Finnerty to bring back a policy proposal for the PCPC to consider for all future Chapter 

102 permits. 

 

The first Chapter 102 form mentioned was for the Greenwood School District and the 

refurbishing of their track, associated facilities and the establishment of a bio retention 

system. Chairman Turner said it was good step forward by the school district for the 

mitigation of stormwater knowing the problems experienced by the borough along 

North Market Street during severe weather events. 

 

The second form was for the cogeneration facility previously discussed. Discussion 

resumed on the cogeneration facility with Mrs. Cotton asking about the safety of the 

tanks and the surrounding properties. Mr. Finnerty stated he would follow up by 

contacting the engineering company that offered up the permit notification on these and 

any other questions the PCPC members might have. He asked that any additional 

questions be emailed to the office following the meeting. 

 

B.       Payment of Expenses 

 

Mr. Funkhouser made a motion to approve the following expenses. Mrs. Cotton 

seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Transfer amount...………………...…………………………………………....$2,295.02 

 

5. REPORTS 

 

   A.      Treasurer’s Report 

 

Mr. Graupensperger motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Reports in the form of financial 

statements for the period of January 1, 2021 through April 30, 2021 for filing subject to 

audit. Mrs. Gilbert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

B.      Staff Report 

 

1.     Local Planning Assistance (LPA) Report 

 

Mr. Finnerty mentioned there were only minor items listed on the monthly LPA 

Report this month. 

 

A copy of the LPA Report is attached to the file copy of the minutes. 

 

2.      Program Progress Report  

 

With the regional program Mr. Deck mentioned the TCRPC staff continues to work 

on the toolkit. An Environmental webpage was previewed andwill soon be added to 

the TCRPC website providing information on a number of items including the 

Return on the Environment.  
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Covering transportation, mentioned the two Perry County RTP grant program 

projects selected last year. They were the South Main Street Bridge in Marysville 

Borough and the replacement of sidewalks along SR 0034 in Newport. There will 

be another round of funding being offered in the near future.  

 

Finally it was reported from the US Census Bureau, the 2020 Census data for the 

state should be available sometime in September.  

 

A copy of the Program Progress report is attached to the file copy of the minutes. 

 

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

A.    Perry County Comprehensive Plan 

 

Mr. Finnerty explained the office had received over 930 survey responses on the nine 

comprehensive plan surveys. The survey results are being compiled and will hopefully 

be summarized in a report prior to the June PCPC meeting. 

 

B.    County Hazard Mitigation Plan Implementation 

  

Our staff held a virtual meeting with the family seeking flood mitigation in Jackson 

Township, PEMA, and the County EMA. The floodplain buyout and other options will 

be discussed to identify a path forward for the family. Our office is presently awaiting 

word from PEMA on a recommended base floor elevation for the family to consider 

when seeking estimates on flood-proofing their home. The construction estimate will be 

used to apply for funding assistance through FEMA. 

 

C.    Highway Occupancy Permit Violation - Cameron Drum/Southwest Madison Township  

 

A meeting was held with the County Solicitor, Commissioner Watson, Mr. Dennis 

Smith, and his attorney to inquire about right-of-way usage by Mr. Smith’s neighbors. 

At the conclusion of the meeting the County Solicitor determined there was no 

violation of the County Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance since the 

County was made aware no other landowners other than those identified on the 

previously approved subdivision plan were utilizing the approved private rights-of-way. 

Our office communicated this determination to the PennDOT highway occupancy 

permit officer tasked with enforcing the highway occupancy permit issuance along SR 

0233. 

 

D.    Perry County Countywide Action Plan (CAP) 

 

Work continues to on the Countywide Action Plan (CAP) a couple of additional 

meetings have been held and the consultant (HRG) has individually met with planning 

and conservation district representatives from the four participating counties. Mr. 

Shaffer suggested the County Commissioners need to be kept updated of project 

progression and anything the resulting plan may recommend they consider. 

  

7. NEW BUSINESS 
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A. Subdivision and Land Development Matters 

 

1). Approvals Report 

 

a) File #21-042 Matthew F. and Martha S. Stoltzfus and Daniel Stoltzfus - Jackson 

Township 

 

Mr. Burget presented the plan on behalf of his clients.  

 

Mr. Finnerty highlighted items contained in the initial review report. 

 

Mr. Shaffer pointed to a concern over the identification of Rowe Lane as private, 

and also being listed as a vacated former township road. Mr. Burget was agreeable 

to research this further and report his findings and make any necessary corrections 

to the note where necessary. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Shaffer to grant modifications to §§ 403 and 407 for the 

preliminary plan procedure and specifications to consider the plan as a final plan; § 

409.5.D for the plat scale; § 409.5.D.4) for a wetlands delineation; § 409.5.D.15) to 

display all existing features within 200’ of the subdivision; § 409.5.J.2)a. for an 

erosion and sedimentation control plan; and § 410.4.B.9) for the bearings and 

distances for easements considering no construction activity proposed with the 

subdivision. The motion was seconded by Mr. Graupensperger and passed 

unanimously with Mr. Rice abstaining. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Shaffer to conditionally approve the plan with the 

receipt of municipal comment from Jackson Township and any associated vacation 

documents on Rowe Lane regarding the vacation. The motion was seconded by 

Mrs. Cotton and passed unanimously with Mr. Rice abstaining. When asked, Mr. 

Burget accepted the conditions on behalf of his clients, Mr. Burget answered yes. 

 

b) File #21-051 Barry T. and Brenda J. Kerlin - Jackson Township 

 

Mr. Palm presented the plan on behalf of his clients.  

 

Mr. Finnerty highlighted items contained in the initial review report. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Funkhouser to grant modifications to §§ 403 and 407 

for the preliminary plan procedure and specifications to consider the plan as a final 

plan; § 409.5.D.10) for delineating steep slopes, and § 409.5.F.9) regarding the 

presence or absence of archaeological resources, historical features and important 

natural habitat considering no construction activity proposed for any of the lots 

involved. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Cotton and passed unanimously with 

Mr. Rice abstaining. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Shaffer to conditionally approve the plan with the 

receipt of municipal comment from Jackson Township and completed PADEP 

Form B non-building waiver form. The motion was seconded by Mr. Funkhouser 

and passed unanimously with Mr. Rice abstaining. Mr. Shaffer asked Mr. Palm if 

his clients would accept the conditions that were offered. Mr. Palm stated yes, to 
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accepting the conditions on behalf of his clients. 

 

c) File #21-052 Michael and Sadie Beiler - Toboyne Township 

 

Mr. Palm re-presented the plan on behalf of his clients. 

 

Mr. Finnerty highlighted items contained in the initial review report. He indicated 

there was no modification request letter to reflect the items contained in the review 

report response where interest was expressed for waiving specific requirements. 

 

Mr. Palm indicated he would be providing the soils suitability report and submitting 

the appropriate PADEP sewage facilities planning module. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Shaffer to table the plan. The motion was seconded by 

Mrs. Cotton and passed unanimously.  

 

2). Review and Report  

 

Chairman Turner asked the Commission members if there were any plans on the 

monthly review and report table they would like to view. Mr. Shaffer requested to 

see the land development of the Perry Innovation Park Lots 10, 11, and 12 and 

raised some additional questions. 

 

Mr. Finnerty shared information on the Lake Huron Retreat. Mr. Shaffer expressed 

concerns for the long-term vision of the property with such a long roadway being 

developed. He suggested there might be more RV lots eventually proposed, and 

with them the need for improvements to sewer and water.  

 

Mr. Rice motioned to ratify to staff reviews of all plans listed in the monthly review 

report table. The motion was seconded by Mr. Funkhouser and passed unanimously.  

 

A copy of the Review and Report Table is attached to the file copy of these 

minutes. 

 

B. Sewage Facility Planning 

 

1) File #21-08 John David and Arlene E. Hoover - Tyrone Township 

 

Chairman Turner asked if the two sewage facilities planning modules on the agenda 

were customary reviews. Mr. Finnerty answered yes, and stated both reviews were 

completed and were being offered up to for the PCPC to consider ratification of 

both reviews.  

 

An omnibus motion was made by Mr. Funkhouser to ratify staff review of the two 

sewage planning modules on the agenda. The motion was seconded by Mr. Shaffer 

and passed unanimously. 

 

2) File #21-09 Charles, Randy, Richard, Carolyn Morrow c-o Charles Morrow -

Tyrone Township 
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See action taken with 7. B. 1.  

 

C.  Other Matters 

 

1). Intergovernmental Review - PA DCED grant for community facilities 

improvements Grandstand Trail Project, Bloomfield Borough ($209,650) 

 

Mr. Finnerty explained that Bloomfield Borough had returned with a follow-up 

request for a general consistency letter for the grandstand trail project reviewed last 

month. The request has been submitted to clarify the final dollar amount being 

sought from the PA DCNR for the project following new estimates from the 

municipal engineer.  

 

A motion was made by Mr. Shaffer to authorize the chairman to sign the prepared 

letters offering supporting the project application. The motion was seconded by 

Mrs. Cotton and passed unanimously and passed unanimously. 

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chairman Turner adjourned the meeting at 8:45 PM. The next meeting of the Perry County 

Planning Commission is scheduled for Wednesday, May 19, 2021 at 7:00 PM. The meeting 

will be held in the Commissioner’s Hearing Room of the Perry County Veteran’s Memorial 

Building and via Zoom teleconferencing software. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Robert E. Shaffer, Sr. 

       Secretary 


