
 
 
 
 

 

 

June 4 New Reformation Jazz Band  
 CAS Concert 

 

  Roots/Vine/Shine56  
 End-of-Year Celebration 

 
June 9 Red Cross Blood Drive 

 
June 11 All-Church Whitecaps Outing 
 
June 18 Father’s Day 
 
June 21 Grand Haven Neighborhood BBQ 
 
June 25 Golf Scramble Fundraiser 

  

  Summer Beach Get-Together 
 
June 25-30 

 Roots Mission Trip to Kentucky
  

June 26-29 
 VBS Arts Camp 2017 

 
July 4 Office closed 

  

  Youth Parking Fundraiser 
 
July 12 Spring Lake Neighborhood BBQ 
 
July 16 Summer Beach  Get-Together 
 
July 16-21 
  Vine Mission Trip to Puerto Rico 
 
Aug. 5 Youth Parking Fundraiser 
 
Aug. 13 Summer Beach Get-Together 
 
Aug. 16 Ferrysburg Neighborhood BBQ 
 
Aug, 26 FPC Habitat Saturday Build Day 
 
Sept. 10 Whole-Church Worship & Picnic 
 
Oct. 13-15 

 Second Annual All-Church Retreat 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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VBS Arts Camp 2017 
June 26-29 
9:00-noon 

 

Theme: Celebrating God’s Creation! 
A week where kids can unplug from technology and  

dive into exploring the Bible through the arts.  

Children entering kindergarten through 6th grade  
are invited to VBS 2017! 
   

There will be arts for all ages and abilities. Each day 
participants will explore the Genesis creation story 
through a variety of art mediums including clay,  
photography, music, sketching and watercolor. The 
children will be sharing their photography, sculptures, 
sketchings, and music with the congregation on the 
day of the church picnic, Sunday, September 10.    
 

Registration forms can be found on the church website at www.fpgh.org, or 
at the Family Ministries desk. Registration deadline is June 12. 
 

We are looking for adults or high school youth who are willing to be helpers 
to the arts leaders. No art experience required. Contact Becky Yonan at  
616-842-6760 or byonan@fpgh.org 
 

 Register today! 

 

Don’t Forget to Pack the “Take-Out Church!” 
 

Going on vacation this summer? Pick up a “Take-Out Church” box from the 
family ministries desk before you leave! 
 

Take-Out Church is a way for your family to bring your faith to life with you 
on vacation. Just as on Sunday mornings, there are opportunities for laughter 
and fellowship (flip card questions), to praise God (CD), pray (Skittle prayers),  
serve (serve your neighbor game), and more. Through it all we want you to 
remember to take Jesus with you. He is the most important 
thing in this box.  
 

Color “flat Jesus” (like “flat Stanley”) and then take him with 
you everywhere you go. Snap a picture and post it to the church 
facebook page and send it to Becky Yonan (byonan@fpgh.org) 
so we can see and display where Jesus vacations this summer! 
ALL members are encouraged to take “flat Jesus” on vacation 
with them (not just families with children). 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Shirley Hipwell, Margaret and  
Stewart Johnson, Sue Roper,  
Barbara Stockman, Fran Wilson,  
and Evelyn Wood  

 

Our Sympathy: 
 to Mark McCloskey and family on the 
death of his wife, Kathy McCloskey, 
on April 28, 2017.  

 

 to Cheryl and Steve Poel on the death 
of Cheryl’s father, Melvin Currier, 
Sr., on May 5, 2017. 

 
Congratulations! 
to Robin and Pat Fraker on the birth 
of their granddaughter, Ivy Elizabeth 
Fisk, on May 6, 2017. Parents are 
Chad and Emily (Fraker) Fisk. 

  

 to Paula and Charlie Parker on the 
birth of their granddaughter, Marlowe 
Parker Kelly, on May 6, 2017. Parents 
are William and Hope (Parker) Kelly. 

 

 to Frank and Becky Steinhauer on the  
birth of their granddaughter, Kenna 
Marie, on May 13, 2017. Parents are 
Sean and Breanna Steinhauer. 

 

 to Tim and Kari Paintin and siblings 
Logan, Anna, and Kristopher on the  
birth of twins Silas Emil Allen and 
Kenna Renee Marie on May 23, 2017. 

In Our Church 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our members 
and friends who are no longer able to come to 
church regularly. Bless their special day with a card 
from their church family! 

 
 

June 15 Barbara Casemier 
Lakeshore Assisted Living 
15255 Clovernook 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

June 22 Charlie Davis 
Lakeshore Assisted Living 
15331 Robbins Rd, rm. 4 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

July 4 Margaret Johnson 
Breton Rehab and  
Living Center 
2589-44th Street, S.E. 
Room 109 
Grand Rapids, MI 49512 

 

2017 Per Capita 
 

Per-capita is a charge we pay to the Presbytery each year for every member of 
our congregation. The amount for this year is $26.75 
 

Please prayerfully consider paying the per-capita amount for each person in 
your family who is a church member. Thank you! 
 

for FAQs, visit: http://lakemichiganpresbytery.org/faq/per-capita/ 

July 25 Claude Snyder 
 7178 Lake Vista Drive SW, #1B 

Byron Center, MI  49315 
 

July 27 Sue Roper 
Village at the Pines 
1450 S. Ferry Street, #331 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

July 28 Laurel Hendrick 
17880 Merrywood Lane 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
 
 

 
 
   

 
  

 American Heart Association  
Family & Friends CPR Classes 

 

Diane Jones is offering several opportunities for  
members, volunteers, and staff of First Presbyterian 
Church to learn basic skills in CPR/AED (Adult/
Child/Infant) and relief from foreign body airway 
obstruction (choking).  

This class is for anyone who does not need  
certification but would like to be able to provide 
emergency assistance for friends or relatives.  

CPR is easy to learn and perform. The more people 
who know the skills, the more lives can be saved. The 
cost of the class is $3.00 to cover the price of the booklet you will receive. If 
you need CPR/AED certification, those more intense classes can be scheduled. 

The class dates for summer/fall are: 
 

Wednesday, June 14th 1-3pm  

Saturday, July 22nd  1-3 pm   

Monday, August 14th  9-11 am  
 

Contact Diane Jones at 231-780-0273 if you have questions or wish to attend 
the class.  

Blood Drive 
June 9 

 

The need is constant. 
The gratification is instant. 

 

Give blood. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our next blood drive: 
Friday, June 9 

12:00—5:45 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church  

of Grand Haven 
 

sign up online at:  
www.redcrossblood.org 

 

Walk-ins are always welcome! 

Monday, Sept 11th 1-3 pm  

Saturday, Oct. 14th 1-3pm  

tel:(231)%20780-0273
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Ju 
ne is one of my favorite 
months. I love June because 

it’s a month of endings and beginnings. 
School comes to a close. Summer 
begins. School-year rhythms end, and 
space opens up for summer activities 
like going to the beach or going 
camping. Spring weather ends (we 
hope!), and summer warms our bodies 
after another winter. Particularly in 
our community, the change from May 
to June is obvious by how many cars 
and people descend upon our quaint 
towns, bringing energy and excitement 
to our streets and beaches that isn’t 
there in a month like November. To 
top it all off, June 8th is my birthday, 
and while birthdays now aren’t as 
exciting as they were when I was 10, 
marking a birthday is another reminder 
of how blessed I am to be alive and 
serving Christ. 
  
As our rhythms and patterns of life 
change, I hope that you’ll find space 
in your life to join in on special, once-
a-year events in the life of the church. 
On Wednesday, June 7th, we are  
having our first-ever thank you lunch-
eon for the members of the Ferry 
Legacy Society. The Ferry Legacy 
Society is comprised of people who 
have told us of their intention to have 
First Pres as one of the recipients of 

their legacy giving. To become a 
member of the Ferry Legacy Society, 
all you need to do is tell the office 
that the church is in your will. Legacy 
giving is absolutely vital to the 
strength and health of this church for 
its future. I hope you’ll consider joining 
this august group, and I’d love to talk 
to you about being a part of it! 
  
On Sunday, June 11th, you are invited 
to our annual West Michigan White-
caps game. Minor league baseball is 
one my favorite activities, and I hope 
you’ll join us at the ballpark. Sign-ups 
are at the Family Ministries Desk.   
Two weeks later, on Sunday, June 
25th, we are having our first-ever Golf 
Scramble “Fun”Raiser at Pigeon 
Creek Golf Course. Come to the golf 
course to support Joyful Noise  
Christian Childcare and to have a lot 
of fun with your church family. June 
concludes with Vacation Bible School 
from the 26th-29th, with the theme 
“Created to Create,” which is precisely 
what God made us to do. Sign your 
children and grandchildren up for 
VBS, and we’d love to have you  
volunteer too. 
  
On a personal note, I’ll be in Louisville 
from June 19-23 for my second  
Doctor of Ministry seminar. This time 

we’re studying in-depth methods of 
biblical interpretation, focusing on the 
theme of “Testing and Temptation.”  
It will be very interesting! Finally, 
during the last week of June, all of 
my earthly possessions will finally be 
making their way from Detroit to 
Grand Haven. My family will be  
joining me here soon thereafter! That 
will be an interesting week of moving, 
writing a doctoral paper, and getting  
a sermon ready for the first Sunday  
of July. 
  
Thank you, all, for your energy and 
excitement about what God is doing 
among us. It’s great to see the pews 
filling back up. It’s even better to see 
people upping their commitment to 
the ministry through volunteering, 
showing up, and giving to make sure 
we are well-resourced to do what God 
is calling us to do. You are an answer 
to our prayers as we live into what is 
to come. 
  
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Troy  

From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

News from the May Session Meeting 
  
We want to keep all of our members in the loop about the actions of the Session. Beginning now, we will have a brief 
monthly summary in Tidings. If you want more detail, the Session minutes are posted on www.fpgh.org. 
  
Highlights 

 We heard the plans of the Generosity Committee, both in its annual stewardship campaign and in its special  
giving opportunities. 

 We began discussing and discerning the missional direction of the church now that Pastor Troy is here. 
 We approved a plan and funding for a new Deacon-driven effort to host grief groups at the church. 
 We approved the summer worship times – 8:45 a.m. (Traditional) and 10:30 a.m. (Gathering) from Memorial Day 

weekend through Labor Day weekend. 

 We approved worship times for Christmas Eve, which is a Sunday this year. There will be one 10:00 
a.m. Fourth Sunday of Advent service, as well as our usual 5:00, 7:00, and 10:00 Christmas Eve services. 

  
It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 

From the Session of FPC 

http://www.fpgh.org/
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In Our Church 

Practicing Faith 

 

I know we are all ready to dive into 
summer but I want to pause and say 
THANK YOU. 
 

This past year has been a good year of 
growth, laughter, community building 
and learning as we have prayed,  
waited for and supported the PNC in 
the search for the next senior pastor.   
The service of installation on May 
28th was a joyous capstone to the end 
of the 2016- 2017 school year.   
 

As I think back over the past year I 
see your faces and I am so grateful for 
how each of you contribute to make 
one big, diverse family. I am so 
thankful for: elders who lead with 
grace and wisdom, deacons who serve 
with self-less love, committee mem-
bers who meet and plan every month 

with energy, diligent and faithful 
members of the PNC, ushers and 
greeters who make Sundays work and 
extend welcome, the choir and Gath-
ering Band who lead us in lifting our 
voices and who raise our spirits 
through music, hundreds of you who 
volunteer with our mission partners at 
Supper House, TCM, Hand2Hand, 
and Love in Action, our prayer shawl 
knitters who create blankets to spread 
care and love, Young Children and 
Worship leaders who lead and love 
our kids, sound technicians who put 
in long hours behind the scenes and 
make it all sound good, Joyful Noise 
board members and staff, funeral 
helpers, artists, musicians, liturgists, 
volunteer receptionists, flower gifters 
and deliverers, office helpers, education 
and Bible Study teachers, Youth  
leaders, gardeners, and VBS leaders. 
 

I cannot name every way you give, 
but God sees you—and us—and I  

imagine God smiles. As we work  
together, we are working in the world 
as the body of Christ.  Thank you  
for being you and for sharing  your 
unique gifts with our church and  
our community.   
 

Grace and Peace, 

Jill VanderWal 

Thankful! 

From Rev. Jill VanderWal 

Neighborhood Summer Barbeques 
 

This summer we are planning a series of “neighborhood” barbeques, so that 
you can connect with people who may live in your neck of the woods! The 
barbeques will be at local parks, so kids can run and play together. Pastor Troy 
and his family will also be attending when they are able, so this is also an op-
portunity to welcome them and get to know them better. 
 

Dates and Locations: 
Wednesday, June 21: Grand Haven neighborhood at Pottawatomie Park 

Wednesday, July 12: Spring Lake neighborhood at Central Park 
Wednesday, August 16: Ferrysburg neighborhood at North Beach Park 

 

Time: 
5:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

Bring: 
...a dish to share and your own plates and cutlery.  

We’ll start eating around 6:00 p.m. 
 

If you are not able to attend your neighborhood 
barbeque, feel free to drop in  

to any of the others that fit your schedule. 
 

RSVPs are helpful to Jill at jillv@fpgh.org 
on Facebook events, or at the Welcome Desk. 

Sun, Surf and So 
Much Fun! 

 

The Young Families small 
group extends a warm  
invitation to all to join them 
for fun evenings at the 
beach this summer! 
 

We’ll meet up at the Grand Haven 
State Park at 4:00 p.m. on the north 
side of the pavilion on these dates: 
 

Sunday, June 25  
(hosts: the Bosch family, 616-843-4751)  

Sunday, July 16 
(hosts: the Heritage family, 616-633-8300) 

Sunday, August 13 
(hosts: the Hayes family, 616-848-9654) 

 

The hosts for each gathering will  
provide the main dish. Everyone else 
is asked to bring something to share. 

 

Please RSVP on Facebook events or 
sign up at the Welcome Desk. 



Tidings article deadline for July 2017 issue: June 18, 2017 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 
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First Sunday  
Food Collection,  

June 4 

 

Every month, the Mission  
Committee collects non-perishable 
food and household goods like 
shampoo, toilet paper and laundry 
detergent for local food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 
the Salvation Army. 

 

Please bring any 
donations to church  
on or before Sunday, 
June 4. 

In Our Church/Outreach 

 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
 

New Reformation Jazz Band 

Sunday, June 4, 4:00 p.m. 
 

The Community Artist Series 
Committee of First Presbyterian 
Church of Grand Haven will hold its 
final concert of the season on 
Sunday, June 4 at 4:00 p.m. The 
New Reformation Jazz Band will be 
the featured artist. 

The New Reformation Band (NRB) 
jazz repertoire encompasses 
Dixieland, ragtime, blues, big band, and swing… the hot music that lifts 
spirits. It delivers beautiful harmonics reinforced by a beat that sets toes 
tapping. 

NRB was formed in 1970 for what was to be a one-time gig. Forty-five years 
and thousands of performances later, this 7-member band is still together. 
Instruments range from trumpet, bass and tuba to banjo and Waterford. 

We hope this “American almost success story” will pique your curiosity 
enough to want to see “what all the shouting’s about.”  

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

“Morning Mat” 
Strength and Stretch  

 

Check out a new class designed to 
help you stretch for health and  
flexibility! 
 

This free class is offered on Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 10:45-11:30 
a.m. in Fellowship Hall, and is led by 
Roger and Mary Starkweather.  
 

Come and experience 45 minutes of 
stretching poses and mat work.  
 

Please bring a yoga mat and an old 
necktie to class. If you have  
questions, contact Roger or Mary at 
616-402-1883. 
 

Please note: There will be no class 
on June 5 or June 7. 

CG Fest Cooling  
Center Help Wanted 

 

This year, we plan to open our doors 
during the Coast Guard Festival  
parade as a “cooling center.”  
 

FPC is perfectly located for those 
needing a break from the typically 
sweltering August heat. or anyone 
who needs a drink of water or to use 
the restrooms. Volunteers are needed 
to staff the building slightly before the 
parade until approximately 2:30 p.m. 
(This can be broken into shifts). 
 

Please contact the church office if you 
are willing to take a shift during the 
parade (there’s a great view out of our 
windows!): knienhouse@fpgh.org  
or 842-6760.  

Habitat for Humanity 
Saturday Build 

 

Save the date for a FPC Saturday 
build day at the latest Habitat House! 
 

On August 26, let plan to show up in 
force and get some work done! More 
details will be provided as the date 
gets closer, but for now, put the date 
on your calendar!  

CROP Walk  
Coordinator Wanted 

 

The Mission Committee is looking for 
someone in the congregation who 
would consider being the coordinator 
for FPC’s involvement in this year’s 
CROP walk.  
 

The event itself will take place on 
October 1 at Spring Lake CRC. The 
annual CROP walk raises funds to 
help end hunger at home and around 
the world. 
 

Please prayerfully consider assisting 
First Presbyterian Church in making a 
difference in this 
way, and contact 
Jack Jansma at 
616-837-9000  
for more 
information. 
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The Second Annual 

All-Church Retreat 
October 13-15, 2017 

 
Mark your calendars and invite  

your friends to our second annual  

all-church retreat at Gull Lake  

Ministries from Friday, October 13 

through Sunday, October 15! 

Responding to God’s 
Generosity 

“Give away your life; you’ll find life 
given back, but not merely given 
back—given back with bonus and 
blessing. Giving, not getting, is the 
way. Generosity begets generosity.”  
 

Luke 6:38 The Message 
 

On a quarterly basis, the Generosity 

Committee features a “testimonial” 

from church members on what they 

are grateful for, why they give of  

their time, talents and treasures, and 

why they are motivated to support 

the church financially. This quarter 

the committee talked to Randy and 

Betty Jo Enell. 

After Randy (raised Lutheran) and I 
(raised Methodist) married, we lived 
in different states due to Randy’s six 
years in the Navy and career moves. 
The greatest treasure of being  
members of different churches is the 
loving relationships that nourished 
our family’s faith. 
 
Finally returning to Michigan in 
1982, we visited FPC in Grand  

Haven. It was the love of those  
worshiping that drew our family in! 
The love, respect and caring  
relationships shown by FPC members 
to others (members and non-members) 
continues to nourish us to do the 
same, showing how deep we humbly 
love and cherish God. Being among 
worshipers at FPC is why we are 
still members! 
 
With gratefulness to God, we feel 
like kids in a candy store with the 
myriad of events and activities our 
church has come up with over the 
years! We LOVE choosing (and it is 
hard!) and getting to know many in 
our FPC church family of faith! Our 
prayer chain shows the deepest  
concern for anyone in need. We 
wouldn’t live a full life without it! 
 
As Dean (now 43) and Rob (now 41) 
grew up in FPC, tithing and  
participation in youth activities/
mission trips sometimes went beyond 
our budget. Unexpectedly, members 
of our church anonymously provided 
financial support for their youth  
activities, raising the boys and us up 
from our budget shortfalls, to greatly 
love Randy and me, and love our 

sons in every way possible! We felt 
like recipients of Matthew 25:40: 
“And the king will answer them, 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it  
to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it  
to me.’” 
 
This loving expression of support  
so deeply moved us that we make 
supporting our church financially 
our top priority, so that others may 
receive the same blessings through 
FPC’s many ways of giving. 
 
Thank you!  

Randy and Betty Jo Enell 

Save the date! 

Notes from Joyful Noise 

Lend a Hand 
 

Can you help?  

The Joyful Noise 

Christian Childcare 

Scholarship Fund is 

running low, and 

there is currently a specific need. 

Joyful Noise has a single mom with a 

two-year-old and a five-year-old in 

need of childcare tuition assistance. 

She does qualify for help with child-

care tuition through DHS, but still 

struggles to pay the balance on her 

own. She is a very hardworking mom, 

and truly appreciates the quality care 

her children receive. She could really 

use our help! Will you donate to the 

Joyful Noise Scholarship account so 

we can say “yes”? 

Donations to the Joyful Noise  

Christian Childcare Scholarship Fund 

can be made through a designated 

envelope or by marking a pew  

envelope with “Joyful Noise.”  

Your contributions are very much 

appreciated! 
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Family Life Ministries 

 

Youth Groups at FPC 

 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on  

Sundays from 5:30-7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Dinner is provided. 
 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets on  

Sundays from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship  Hall. Dinner is provided. 
 

Shine56 is our youth group for all 5th and 6th graders  

and meets from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Dinner is provided. 
 

Contact Info: 
For the most up-to-date information on what’s happening in youth group,  

visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth 
 

Follow us on Twitter: Roots FPGH: @Roots_FPGH 

 Vine FPGH: @Vine_FPGH 
 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  

 

 

Sign Up Now! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday, June 11 

1:00 p.m. 

All-Church Whitecaps Outing 
 

$10 per person (including all-you- 

can-eat-lunch)/3 and under free 
 

Sign up now at the  

Family Ministries desk! 

 

“Make your light shine,  

so that others will see the good  

that you do and will praise  

your Father in heaven.”     

                        Matthew 5:16 

Hand2Hand  
Update 

 

This month’s special food request for the Hand2Hand Backpack program is: 
 
 

 Jam or Jelly (in plastic jars or squeeze bottles)  

 Peanut Butter 
 

 

Any donations may be dropped off in the blue donation bin located by the Children’s Ministries 
office. Please send in sauce donations by June 4 so they may be sent home with students on the 
last day of school.  Thank you! 

 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
10:30 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

June 2017 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No 132 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

Sign up by the June 18 Deadline! 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
First Annual Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 

 

Sunday, June 25, 

at Pigeon Creek Golf Course 

Registration: 1:00 p.m. 

Shotgun Start: 1:30 p.m. 
 

Come out for an afternoon of golf, outdoor games, activities, food and fun with your FPC family! 
 

For full details and registration form, download the brochure here: First Annual FPC Golf Scramble.  

Brochures are also available in the church office and at the Welcome Desk,  

or by entering this link into your web browser: http://bit.ly/2nr631P 
 

Sponsorship opportunities are available, and donations of team prize 

items, contest prizes, door prizes and silent auction items are also needed.  
 

If you have questions or would like more information about making a  

donation, please contact either:  

 Alishia Terrill (msugal@tds.net or 638-1783) or  

 Sue VandenBosch(s.vandenbosch@att.net or 607-7095). 
 

Proceeds from this year’s event will benefit Joyful Noise Christian Childcare. 

First Annual  
Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 

http://bit.ly/2nr631P

