
 
 
 
 

 

 

Feb. 9 Red Cross Blood Drive 

 

Feb. 13 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

 & Talent Show 

 

Feb. 14 Ash Wednesday Worship Service 

 

Feb. 18 Natchez Trace Concert 

 

Feb. 22 Golf Scramble Planning Meeting 
 

  Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 
 

  Irishfest Music Fesival 

 

Feb. 28 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 

 

Mar. 1 Health Care Scholarship Due 

 

Mar. 7 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 

 

Mar. 11 Daylight Savings Time Begins 

 

Mar. 14 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 

 

Mar. 21 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 

 

Mar. 25 Palm Sunday Breakfast 

 

Mar. 29 PW Maundy Thursday Luncheon 

 with Spring Lake PW 

 

  Maundy Thursday Dinner  

 and Worship 

 

Mar. 30 Men’s Worship and Breakfast 

 

  Stations of the Cross 

 

  Good Friday Worship Service 

 

Mar. 31 Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Apr. 1 Easter Services: 

 7:00, 8:45 & 11:00 

 

Apr. 2 Office Closed 

 

Apr. 3 FPC Scholarship Applications Due 

Upcoming Events 
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February 13 
Dinner: 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Show: 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

Now Recruiting Acts!  
This is your time to shine! 

 

We are looking for 2-4 minute acts for the show.  
Silly or serious, come and show off your talent! 

 

Contact Maryanne to be part of the show:  
mbeery@fpgh.org or 842-6760 

 
Please RSVP for the dinner at the Welcome Desk. 

Season of Lent  

Worship  
 

 

February 14 
Ash Wednesday Worship Service, 7 p.m. 

 
Wednesdays, February 21 - March 21 

Taizé Worship Services 
 

Taize services will be at 6:00 p.m. in the chapel followed by a community  
soup supper in the lounge.  Join us for one service or every week.  

All are welcome. 

 
Lent on the Go  

Receive short daily prayers, meditations, or thoughts from the pastors  
on your phone or in your email box during Lent. 

Instructions on how to sign up are on page 4. 
 

 



PAGE 2 VOLUME 66, ISSUE 2 

Prayer Concerns:  
Carol Folkert, Jack Jansma, Margaret 
Johnson, Roy Lindberg, Cornelius 
Nebbeling, Ivan Nordin, Sue Roper, 
Flo Sluiter, and Evelyn Wood 

  

Our Sympathy:  
 to Jeanne VanGelderen and family 
on the death of her husband, Jack 
VanGelderen, on January 3, 2018. 

 

 to Pat Westerhof on the death of her 
husband, Elmer “Tug” Westerhof, 
on January 10, 2018. 

 

 to Alishia and Guy Terrill on the 
January 22nd death of Alishia’s  
sister, Marlene Cesare. 

 

 to Al and Barb Hass and Melanie 
and Mike Ver Duin and families on 
the death of Al’s brother and  
Melanie’s uncle, Andy Hass, on  
January 25, 2018. 

 

 To Jacob, Sarah, and Nora Cook on 
the death of Jacob’s grandmother, 
Esther Wickert, on January 25, 2018. 

 

Congratulations!  
 to grandparents Tom and Mary 
Wood on the December 29th birth  
of grandson Rhys Andrew Wood. 
Parents are Andrew and Caitlin Wood. 

 

 to great-grandparents Bob and Sally 
Kenrick on the January 3rd birth of 
Kennedy Elaine Adams. Parents are 
Karl and Alison (Kenrick) Adams. 

 

 to grandparents Chuck and Nancy 
Holmes on the birth of Zane Patrick 
Weise on January 12, 2018. Parents 
are Mark and Mary Weise.  

 

 Thank You:  
“Dear Friends, 

 

 Thank you so much for the prayers, 
cards, visits, and flowers that were 
bestowed upon me when I was at 
Heartwood Lodge. Your thoughtfulness 
and kindnesses were so very much 
appreciated. I am home now at 
Grand Pines and continuing with 
therapy. I’m on the mend with 
much of the pain subsiding. I ask 
for your continued prayers as the 
healing process progresses.  

 

 May God bless all of you!” 
 

  Fondly,  
  Flo Sluiter 

In Our Church 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our members and 
friends who are no longer able to come to church 
regularly, as well as those affiliated with the church who 
are in the military. Bless their special day with a card 
from their church family! 

 
Mar. 11 Flo Sluiter 

1410 S. Ferry St., D-8 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
Mar. 12 Barbara Race 

321 Grand Ave. 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
Mar. 30 SSG Adam Gleason 

PSC 3 Box 7105 
APO AP 9626 

 (son of Joe and Carol Eveland) 
 

 

 

2018 Per Capita 
 

Per capita is a set amount of money 

per member that congregations pay 

to the larger Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.). Said another way, it is a 

Presbyterian Covenant Community 

Fund — part of the glue that holds 

Presbyterians together. Because eve-

ry Presbyterian shares in the benefit 

of the PC(USA)’s system of govern-

ment, the expenses associated with  

coordinating and performing the 

functions of that system should be 

shared by everyone as well. The 

amount for this year is $28.98 
 

The per capita amount is broken 

down in the following manner: 
 

 $18.00  goes to Presbytery 

 $3.25  goes to the Synod 

 $7.73  goes to the General  

  Assembly 
 

Please prayerfully consider paying 

the per-capita amount for each  

person in your family who is a 

church member. Thank you! 
 

for FAQs, visit: http://
lakemichiganpresbytery.org/faq/per-capita/ 

Family Ministries  
Update 

 

We want to keep the congregation 
informed about the process of staffing 

our children and youth ministries, so 

we will include brief updates 

in Tidings until the new staff are on 

board. Here is what is going on now: 
 

 Leaders in youth and children’s 
ministries have met with the  

pastors to discuss strengths and 

needs in each area to give us a 

clear picture of what is needed in 
these vital ministries going forward. 

 We are working hard on covering 
all ministry needs through the end 

of the school year. Volunteers are 
needed and welcome. 

 In February, Session will determine 
a plan for staffing these positions.  

 We continue to be grateful for 
Caleb carrying on the youth  

ministries in a part-time capacity 

and to Becky for setting up the 

upcoming months’ children’s  
ministry areas. 

 

Please keep this process in your  
prayers, trusting God to lead us in  

the way we should go. 
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By 
 the middle of this month, 
Lent will be upon us. We 

will begin this sacred season with Ash 
Wednesday. Pastor Jill and I plan to 
be out in the community that morning 
offering “ashes to go” outside of the 
courthouse, hoping to connect with 
those who might not enter a church 
building but are hungry to connect to 
something greater. That evening we 
will hold a worship service at the 
church at 7 that will include the impo-
sition of ashes and time to get our-
selves ready for Lent. I hope you’ll be 
there. 
  
For Lent this year, we’re going to 
explore the importance of the spiritual 
disciplines of prayer, meditation,  
fasting, and study. These sustain us in 
life, particularly when we find our-
selves in the “desert places,” where it 
feels like God is distant. 
  
The President of Princeton Theological 
Seminary, Craig Barnes, was once a 
pastor in Pittsburgh. In his book  
Sacred Thirst he gives us a compelling  
glimpse into his own desert. “Seven 
years ago I was diagnosed with an 
aggressive strain of cancer that had 
spread from my neck into my chest. 
At about the same time David, the 
twenty-nine-year-old son of one of 
my pastoral colleagues in our  
congregation, was diagnosed with 
colon cancer. We were treated in the 
same hospital by the same doctors. 

We even sat in the same waiting room 
together. Our loving congregation 
prayed without ceasing for both of us. 
Two years after my diagnosis it was 
hard to find any trace of the cancer in 
my body; yet three years later I  
officiated at David’s funeral. 
  
“It was one of the hardest funerals 
I’ve ever performed, not only because 
I was so full of grief but also because 
I was so terribly confused. Even 
while I was conducting the service, 
my mind was being bombarded by 
questions. They came at me more 
quickly than I could bring to mind 
answers from my theological training. 
Did our prayers make any difference, 
or had God already decided to take 
David’s life and spare mine? 
  
“It is only a short step from questions 
such as these to beginning to think 
that our prayers are useless….So  
during the days before and after  
David’s funeral I prayed only because 
I was supposed to and because it was 
my job to lead the congregation in 
prayer, but not because I believed it 
was effective. 
 
“When we believe our prayer life has 
dried up, there is only one thing to do: 
Pray about it. There simply is no  
alternative but to remain in the desert 
places when we are led there,  
including waiting out the long dry 
spells when we are doing nothing but 

wandering around in the wilderness 
of our own prayers. There is no easy 
way out. It always feels as though we 
are wasting time in the wilderness. At 
no time is this more true than when 
we have entered a desert in our prayer 
life. But God brought us into this 
place for a reason – the same reason 
we are always led into the wilderness 
to learn that our thirst is for a God we 
do not control. 
  
“So we pray through our desert journey.” 
  
Lent is a time to be in the wilderness 
together, waiting for God to issue 
forth streams of water to quench our 
thirsty souls. Let’s go to the wilder-
ness together and wait on the Lord. 
  
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Troy 
  

From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

From the Session of FPC 
 

News From the January 2018 Session Meeting 
 

In an effort to keep all members in the loop, a brief monthly summary of the last Session meeting will appear every 
month in The Tidings. If you want more detail, the Session minutes are posted on www.fpgh.org. 
 

 Highlights: 

 We approved non-elder committee members to serve on the Generosity and Mission Committees. 
 We approved 2018’s “Declaration of Intent” of $18,000 as recommended by the Mission Committee. 
 We approved recommending Rev. Hauser Brydon’s 2018 terms of call to the congregation. 
 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 



Blood Drive 
Friday, February 9 

 

 

The need is constant. 
The gratification is instant. 

 

Give blood. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Our next blood drive: 
Friday, February 9 
12:00—5:45 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church  
 

sign up on Sundays in the lounge 
or online at:  

www.redcrossblood.org 
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In Our Church and in the Community 

Health Care  
Scholarships 

 

The Auxiliary of North Ottawa  
Community Hospital is offering a 
scholarship opportunity for those  
entering the medical fields. 
 

The scholarships are limited to those 
living in Ottawa County involved in 
pursuing a career in healthcare.  
Applicants should have completed 
their college prep courses and be 
studying in their major.  
 

Applications are available online at 
www.ghacf.org and must be submit-
ted no later than March 1, 2018. 
 

Questions? Contact Kristyn Ireland: 
616-847-5215 

Scholarship 
Applications  

 

Applications for scholarships to  
be awarded this spring are now 
available in the church office or on 
the high school page of our website 
(www.fpgh.org). 
 

 James and Lois Hillis Fund 
awards scholarships to students 
going on to any type of post high 
school education or training. 
 

 Ministries Scholarship Fund 
grants awards to high school 
students interested in any form  
of Christian ministry education.     

 

Applications are due in the church 
office no later than April 3, 2018.   

 

 
 

 

Wednesday, March 14 
4:30-6:30 p.m. 

at the 
Loutit District Library 

 
Joyful Noise Christian Childcare is holding it’s third annual Pizza and 
Books event serving underserved children in our community! 

The free event will be held at the Loutit District Library and offers free 
books, reading encouragement, and a pizza dinner. 

Joyful Noise is welcoming book donations for this event. If you would like 
to donate, simply drop off new children’s books (ages infant—8 years) to 
the Joyful Noise Office. Donations may be made until early March. 
 

We’re so excited to share our love of literacy with children in our community! 

 

Sign Up for 
Lent on the Go!  

 

Receive short daily prayers,  
meditations, or thoughts from the  
pastors on your phone or in your 
email box during Lent. 
 

Choose one of the following ways  
to sign up for Lent on the Go: 

 

1. If you have a smartphone, open 
your web browser and to this 
link: 

rmd.at/834gd6 
 

 Follow the instructions to sign up 
for Remind. You will be prompt-
ed to download the mobile app. 

 

2. If you don’t have a smartphone, 
text the message @834gd6 to the 
number 81010 

 

3. If you don’t have a mobile 
phone, you can get messages in 
your email. Go to 

  

rmd.at/834gd6 
 

Follow the instructions to sign up 
for email notifications (class 
code is 834gd6). 
 

You will receive your first text on 

Ash Wednesday. 

Church Hospitality Help Wanted 
 

We are looking for a self-directed person to plan, cook, and 
serve for events of various sizes (up to 200+) and to perform 
moderate cleaning in the kitchen and meeting areas.  
Planning involves following budgets and helping to recruit 
volunteers to assist at events. This is a position that is paid 
per event, including funeral luncheons, meals/snacks for 
New Member classes, Community Artist Series receptions 
and other church events. 
 

If you are interested, please stop in the church office to pick up a job description 
and an application. You do not need to be a church member to apply. 
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Tidings article deadline for the March issue: February 16, 2018 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

In Our Church 

 

 

 

at

You are invited  
to help plan this event. 

(You don’t have to be  
a golfer to be part of the  
Golf Scramble Planning  

Committee!) 
 

Our first meeting is at the 
church on Thursday,  
February 22, at 7 pm. 

(please note date change) 
Contact Sue VandenBosch: 

svandenbosch@att.net  
616-607-7095 (home) or 

773-882-4647 (cell) 
 
 

Proceeds will benefit Joyful Noise 
Christian Childcare 

Save the date! 

Are you signed up 
for the Shrove 
Tuesday Talent 

Show yet? 
 

Contact  
Maryanne at 

mbeery@fpgh,org 
or 616-842-6760. 

 
 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
Natchez Trace, February 18 

 
Natchez Trace 
Sunday, February 18, 4:00 p.m. 

 

Natchez Trace is an acoustic classic 

rock band that has been known and 

loved since the 1970’s, featuring 

acoustic guitars, bass and the big 

harmonies of Ronnie Burke, Steve 

Damstra and Robin Spring. 
 

Join us and sing along to the songs 

of the Beatles, Badfinger, Mamas 

and Papas, Fleetwood Mac, Crosby, 

Stills, & Nash and so many more.   
 

 

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 
For the full schedule of our 2017/18 artists and speakers,  

visit the Music Ministries page at www.fpgh.org 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 
 

Maundy Thursday Dinner and Worship 
March 29, 6:00 p.m. 

 

Good Friday 
March 30 

 

7:00 a.m.  
Men’s Worship and Breakfast 

 

7:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Stations of the Cross in the FPC sanctuary 

 

7:00 p.m. 
Worship service 

  

Easter Sunday 
April 1 

7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service (flowering of the cross) 
8:45 a.m. Traditional Service with the Geneva Choir 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service with the Gathering Band 
 



In Our Church/Outreach 

Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Brydon Hauser, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 
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First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

Every month, the Mission  

Committee collects non-perishable 

food and household goods like 

shampoo, toilet paper and laundry 

detergent for local food pantries.  

This month’s donations will go to 

the Salvation Army. 

Please bring donations 

to the designated spot in 

the Gathering Area on 

or before Sunday, 

February 4. 

First Sunday  
Food Collection,  

February 4 
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Cooking and Caring 

 

Do you like to cook?  Does feeding 
family and friends feel like a good 
way to show your love?  If this sounds 
like you, we’d love to have you join 
our ministry to prepare 
a meal for a family 
experiencing sickness, 
surgery or busy with a 
new baby. With lots of 
volunteers no one will 
be called on too often. 
 
Please volunteer by contacting Nancy 
Holmes by phone or email at (616) 
443-4339 or ndyh1914@gmail.com 

Your Gifts at Work: 
Love in Action  
of the Tri-Cities 

 
At First  
Presbyterian 
Church, we 
seek to live up 
to our spiritual 
calling and to translate that into  
practical ministry and mission. Our 
Mission Committee supports many 
local, regional and worldwide  
ministries. One local ministry your 
gifts help support is Love in Action of 
the Tri-Cities. 
 
The Sheltered Housing Program is a 
developmental ministry of Love in 
Action Tri-Cities. The program is 
aimed at serving homeless men and 
women with the goal of creating life 
transformation for the residents of 
Harbor Hall and Hope House. Upon 
graduating, guests will have learned 
to correct any self-destructive behav-
iors that have led them to becoming 
homeless. In addition, guests will also 
have obtained self-sustaining employ-
ment, saved an emergency fund of 
$500, and saved for their first and last 
month’s rent and security deposit. The 
Sheltered Housing Program is a life 
transformational program, not an 
emergency shelter. Most stays are 
between 6-8 months.  

On average, Hope House and Harbor 
Hall are home to some 40 men and 
women each night. There is an  
amazing volunteer base that gives 180 
hours of service each week. Providence 
Place, Love in Action’s affordable 
and accessible apartments, is for  
graduates of the Sheltered Housing 
Program who have secured full-time 
employment. These people are on the 
next step to a life transformed. As of 
December 1, 2017, Providence Place 
will be at 100% occupancy, with a 
long wait list.  
 
A free health clinic is another  
program of Love in Action of the  
Tri-Cities. Please spread the word to 
those that have urgent care needs and 
are under-insured, without insurance, 
or in transition (no physician).  
Call 616-846-2701 or email:  
clinic@loveinactiontricities.org for 
more information or to schedule an 
appointment. 
 
Twelve percent of our church’s  
mission budget goes to help meet the 
needs of Love in Action. Find out 
more information on this ministry at 
their website at 
www.loveinactiontricities.org 
 
“Dear children, let us not live with 
words or speech but with actions and 
truth.” I John 3:18 
 

tel:%28616%29%20443-4339
tel:%28616%29%20443-4339
mailto:ndyh1914@gmail.com


Youth Groups 
 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on 

Sundays during the school year from 5:15-7:00 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 
 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets from 

6:30-8:00 p.m. during the school year in Fellowship Hall. 

Led by Caleb Zokoe 
 

Shine56 is our youth group designed for all 5th and 6th 

graders! Every Sunday evening, all 5th and 6th graders  

are invited for dinner from 6:30-7:00, followed by age-

appropriate lessons. Shine56 meets in Fellowship Hall.  
 

For the most up-to-date information on youth events, visit the youth facebook 

page (FPGH Youth). 
 

Contact Info: 

Visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth 

Follow us on Twitter:  @Roots_FPGH; @Vine_FPGH 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  
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Joyful Noise & Youth/Children’s Ministries 
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Summer Camp 
Grants 

 

Has the mid-winter thaw got you 
thinking about summer? Take the 
time now to register for summer camp!  
 

Children's Ministries is thrilled to 
offer our "Camp Pathways Grant 
Program" to encourage all children 
from Kindergarten thru 12th 
grade to attend a Christian camp 
this summer. Each student who 
applies will receive grant money. 
This is not a need-based program. 

 

Applications and 
more details are 
available at the 
Children's 
Ministries desk, 

or on the Children’s Ministries page 
on our website, www.fpgh.org. 

 

Mark your calendars  

for this very special and  

exciting night at the  

Grand Haven  

Community Center! 

Summer VBS at Geneva 
Imagination Week: June 11-16 

 

This year, FPC is sponsoring a week 
of camp at Geneva in lieu of an  
on-site VBS. This will provide our 
First Pres kids to grow in faith and 
community in a camp setting.   
 

During Imagination Week, special guests Joel Schoon Tanis and Steve Carigon 
will help campers experience a high-energy, art-filled, creativity-inspired week.  
Hilarious songs and skits combined with meaningful art, articulate the truths of 
scripture under their leadership. Campers will get to experience all the normal 
camp activities, but they may also choose to participate in Joel and Steve's  
special interest group each afternoon. 
 

Although Camp Geneva leaders will run the camp, Pastor Jill will be around as 
a chaplain for parts of the week. 
 

We have arranged a fantastic price so that the children of FPC can take  
advantage of this awesome opportunity: 
 

 1st-3rd graders, cost is $25 

 4th– 6th graders, cost is $55 (includes a Thursday overnight)   
 

Please Email or call Jill ASAP as spaces will fill us fast. Almost every other 
week of Geneva is full. Contact: jillv@fpgh.org or 616-842-6760, x17. 
 

There will be an option for transportation and/or carpooling from Church for 
those who need it. Approximate time is 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

February 2018 
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Your Easter flower dedications make it possible to decorate the sanctuary and to 
purchase flowers for the Easter worship services.    
  

Anyone who wishes to make a dedication may do so by completing the form below 
and returning it to the church office (or drop it in the offering plate) by Palm 
Sunday, March 25. After Easter, the flowers will be shared with those who are 
home-bound or hospitalized. 
 

Please print the name of each person you wish to honor, along with your name and 
telephone number. Suggested donation: $12 for each dedication. 

 

 DEDICATION 1.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DEDICATION 2.   Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GIVEN  BY:___________________________________________Phone:________________________ 

 
Make checks payable to: First Presbyterian Church, with memo notation: “Easter dedication” 


