
Sermon 106: Romans 9:24-26: Who are the elect people of God? 

 

OUTLINE 

 

The mystery of Gentile inclusion 

The marvel of Gentile inclusion 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Controversy seems to dog every step we take when we try and interpret the bible.  It seems 

that every text and truth is shrouded in debate and division.  That reality is no less for us as 

we look at the next section of Romans 9, v24-26, and answer the question, who are the 

elect people of God?  But before we get into it let me give a word of encouragement to 

those of you who are not accustomed to finding the truth through arguments or who may 

just be battle weary.  Listen to these wise words from John Piper: 

‘Can controversial teachings nurture Christlikeness?  Before you answer this question, ask 

another one: Are there any significant biblical teachings that have not been controversial?  I 

cannot think of even one, let alone the number we all need for the daily nurture of faith.  If 

this is true, then we have no choice but to seek our food in the markets of controversy.  We 

need not stay there.  We can go home and feast if the day has been well spent.  But we 

must buy there.  As much as we would like it, we do not have the luxury of living in a world 

where the most nourishing truths are unopposed.  If we think we can suspend judgement 

on all that is controversial and feed our souls only on what is left, we are living in a dream 

world, there is nothing left.  The reason any of us thinks that we can stand alone on that 

truths that are non-controversial is because we do not know our history or the diversity of 

the professing church.  Besides that, would we really want to give to the devil the right to 

determine our spiritual menu by refusing to eat any teaching over which he can cause 

controversy?’   

 

As we move away from the controversies of election we jump out of the frying pan into the 

fire as we are faced with texts which speak to us about who the people of God are.  In 

Christianity today there are many fervent people who are hot on this topic.  Are the Jews 

the people of God or is the Church the people of God, or is it both?  With the reconstituting 

of Israel as a state in 1948, the holocaust of WWII, and with the popularizing of 

Dispensational theology that began in the 1830s through popular writers such as Tim La 

Haye and Hal Lindsay; through radio personalities like Chuck Missler, Harold Camping, John 

Hagee and others.  Many are fixated on this question, and there are many who believe that 

the Church is not the planned people of God but the Jews are.  God’s OT plan was not a 

people of all nations, but Israel as the ruling nation on earth with Jerusalem as the capital 

city, Christ reigning literally on the earth, and since this did not all come to pass in Christ’s 

first coming, there must be a future 1000 reign on earth where all the prophecies that speak 

of Jerusalem and Ezekiel’s temple and reinstituted sacrifices, etc., can be fulfilled.  Some 

have gone so far as to say that there are parts of Jesus teaching that are not for the church 

but only for the Jews.  Today we will see that the apostle Paul read the OT very differently 

to the popular reading of the OT by these scholars.  We love them as Christian brothers and 



sisters but I feel we must speak up because the glorious work of God in the church is being 

side-lined for a nationalized theocratic divisive understanding of God’s plan to save His 

people. 

 

Now I am aware that these famous people have already prejudiced many of you against the 

case that I want to present to you so let me respond and settle your fears.  I am not 

teaching anti-semitism, nor teaching that encourages or endorses it.  I am not teaching 

what some have called, ‘Replacement Theology’ for the bible does not teach that the church 

replaces Israel but rather, Israel is expanded to include the Gentiles, if we want a name you 

can call it ‘expansionist theology.’  Another wrong designation is ‘supersessionism’ this view 

thinks that we teach that the church supersedes the nation of Israel, this however does not 

see the continuation that we see as Israel does not cease to exist or get surpassed but 

experiences transformation.  One author has compared the people of God in the OT that 

was made up of only Jews, and the people of God in the NT that is made up of believing 

Jews and Gentiles to the caterpillar and the butterfly.  It is not a different caterpillar just a 

grown up one. 

 

Here is our text Romans 9:24-26, ‘even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but 

also from the Gentiles? 25 As indeed he says in Hosea, 

 "Those who were not my people I will call 'my people,' 

  and her who was not beloved I will call 'beloved.'" 
26 "And in the very place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' 

  there they will be called 'sons of the living God.'" 

 

Paul has been silencing our objections to His sovereignty in election by asking unanswerable 

questions that show God is having grace upon sinners for the glory of His name.  We have 

seen how the grace of God saves ‘even us’ how the working of God is by grace in calling us, 

now we want to examine the extent of His grace in calling not only Jews, which is the 

present discussion of chapter 9, but now also the inclusion of the Gentiles into the people of 

God.  We are wanting to defend this point, that there is only one people of God not two, a 

people made up of believers from both Jews and Gentiles.  We will consider firstly, the 

reality of Gentile inclusion and then the wonder and cost of Gentile inclusion. 

 

The mystery of Gentile inclusion 

 

Paul likes to drop bombs in the middle of his discussions, 9:6 was a bomb, that God did not 

intend to save all Jews but just a remnant of them.  Paul’s methodology was to then use the 

OT to prove that his statement is true and he used the patriarchs and other verses to 

establish the truth that salvation is determined by God’s sovereign grace not race or works.  

The inclusion of the Gentiles would likewise be a bomb, and to equate God’s work of 

salvation among the Jews with what He is doing with the Gentiles would be another bomb.  

So Paul hides behind the OT scriptures to prove his case.  He uses Hos. 1:10 and 2:23 to 

prove that God calls the Gentiles who are not His people, His people in Romans 9:25-26.  

And then to conclude and prove that God only intends to save some and not all Jews He 

quotes from Isaiah in v27-29.   



 

Now Paul’s use of the OT surprises some people because the verses quoted are in Hosea 

and were addressed not to the Gentile nations but to the ten Northern Tribes of Israel.  

Premillennial scholar George Ladd writes, ‘It follows inescapably, that the salvation of the 

Gentile church is the fulfilment of the prophecies made to Israel.  Such facts as this are what 

compel some bible students, including the present writer to speak of the church as the New 

Israel, the true Israel, the spiritual Israel.’  Some have tried to explain away Paul’s use of 

the OT in this way, other than seeing a broader redefined conception of Israel which 

includes the Gentiles.  They have tried to say that Paul is only using the text as an 

illustration not as a fulfilment of the text.  Dispensationalists who bring to the text the forced 

division of the church-Israel divide would have to say that this verse can only be truly and 

literally fulfilled in the Tribulation or Millennium.  We will see that the rest of the NT also 

sees Gentiles not as a separate people of God, but part with believing Jews in the one 

people of God.  There is one olive tree with two types of branches not two trees.   

 

Lets turn to Ephesians 2:11-22 to allow Paul to be his own interpreter instead of forcing a 

two people theology into his mouth.  Where Romans is said to be about the gospel, 

Ephesians is said to be about the Church.  In chapter 2:1-10 Paul outlines how we are put 

into Christ for salvation.  2:11-22 outlines the new status and privileges of those who were 

once dead Gentiles who are now in Christ and part of His body the church.  Verses 11-12 

describe the Gentiles status and relation to the people of God before Christ, and verses 13-

22 mark the privileges that Gentile believer enter into when they are united to Christ in 

salvation.  There are 5 things describing the pre-salvation Gentile.  Firstly, we were 

uncircumcised, in other words we did not have the seal of the covenant and the sign of our 

belonging to the OT people of God.  Please notice that Paul does indicate that this is no 

longer relevant and can be seen by his qualifying statements of it being done by hands as 

opposed to God, and in the flesh as opposed to the heart.  Secondly, we were separated 

from Christ.  The OT believed in Christ through the various shadows and types, the Gentiles 

had no knowledge of a promised saviour.  Thirdly, we were once alienated from the 

commonwealth of Israel.  The question we are wanting to answer is this one, are we still 

alienated from Israel?  Are there two peoples of God or one?  Fourthly, we were strangers to 

the covenants of promise?  Which covenants?  The Abrahamic, Mosaic, and Davidic.  Fifthly, 

we were without God and hope.   

 

V13 begins with one of Paul’s famous ‘buts’ and we will see that now that we have believed 

all of this has changed.  V13, ‘But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ.’  We are no longer far from God’s presence and people.  

The law which kept us from God and His people has been abolished by Christ and the way 

made open for our approach through Him.  He has made Jews and Gentiles one where the 

law made them two (v14).  He has made one new man in His body of which every Christian 

is a member Jew or Greek (v15).  On account of Christ’s cross work both Jews and even 

Gentiles are reconciled to God (v16).  We can both come and find peace with God v17.  And 

when we believe we are no longer aliens or strangers from God’s people but we are as 

much citizens of God’s people as the saints of the OT and actual members of God’s house 

v18.  We are built on the same foundation of apostles and prophets, and there is only one 



foundation with Christ as the cornerstone, and we are all a temple where God dwells just 

like in Jerusalem of old.  The Jewish believer has no more benefits or promises than any 

Gentile believer we are fellow citizens and saints in Christ.  Paul says this again in Eph. 3:6, 

‘This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers 

of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.’ 

 

Paul says that we inherit the promises of Abraham as Gentiles in Christ in Galatians 3:16-29.  

We all know about the Abrahamic covenant, Dispensationalists today will talk about the 

unconditional covenant with Abraham which will result in them living in the land in the 

Millennium.  But Paul tells us that this is a misreading of the promise.  We see in 3:16, that 

the promise was to Christ, that He is the one who was intended to receive the promise and 

Kingdom.  And then in v29 he tells us that if we are Christ’s then we whether Jew or 

Gentiles, male or female, slave or free are all fellow heirs of what was promised.  And Israel 

was not the end goal but a new creation, Israel was only ever intended to be a type of a 

fuller and more perfect creation, a total reversal of Eden not merely a partial reversal of 

Eden.   

 

In Galatians 6:16 Paul even calls the church the Israel of God. 

 

Peter likewise reads the OT in the same way for when addressing the Gentile readers of 

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, he speaks of them in the same terms as 

Paul, 1 Peter 2:9-10, ‘But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's 

people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.’ 

 

There are those who claim that Israel always means Israel and the Church is never called 

Israel.  You listen to the following comparison to see if this is true. 

 

Israel is called God’s beloved in Deut. 32:15, 33:12, Is. 44:2, Jer. 11:15, 12:7, Ps. 60:5 and 

108:6.  The Church is called God’s beloved in 1 Thess. 1:4; Rom. 9:25. 

 

Israel is called God’s son in Ex. 4:22-23; Deut. 14:1, Is. 1:2, 4, 63:8, Hos. 1:10 and 11:1.  

The church is called God’s son in Gal. 3:26, Rom. 8:15, etc. 

 

Israel is portrayed as God’s bride, Is. 54:5-6, Ezek. 16:32, Hos. 1:2, and the Church is 

portrayed as the bride of Christ in 2 Cor. 11:2 and Eph. 5:25-27. 

 

Israel is called God’s vineyard Is. 5:1-7, Jer. 12:10, the church is a vineyard too Jn. 15:1-5, 

1 Cor. 3:9. 

 

Israel of the OT is portrayed as an olive tree, Is. 17:6, Jer. 11:6, Hos. 14:6, Ps. 128:3, Judg. 

9:8-9, etc.  And the NT church of Jews and Gentiles is portrayed as an olive tree Rom. 

11:17-24.   

 



Israel were a kingdom of priests, Ex. 19:6, the Church is a royal priesthood 1 Pet. 2:9.  

 

Here are a few practical lessons that we have learnt so far.  The bible is closed book to 

many people because they read it wrongly, with the wrong set of assumptions.  What we 

have established is this, the NT teaches us what the OT actually intended to mean.  When 

we see promises of God saving His people, the NT realising that God intended to save a 

people from all nations, sees an expanded definition of Israel in those OT promises.  We 

learn not to come to the text with a pre-determined key of interpretation, for example, to 

read prophecy  as literal-where-possible, or assume that knowing what the original author 

meant we have exhausted the meaning.  No, we need to use the NT as a guide to cast light 

for us, to reveal that the land of Israel was a type pointing not to a millennial reign in Israel 

but a new creation, the regathering of God’s exiled people is not merely the regathering of 

the twelve tribes but the remnant from the original exiles of Adam and Eve who were exiled 

from another promised land and the presence of God, and these include not merely the 

twelve tribes but people from all nations.  We need to learn to read the bible not from a 

prophecy conference but from Paul and Peter and John.  It is a little counter-intuitive and 

that is why it is an important lesson.  God reveals things progressively and so a text does 

not necessarily mean that that it will mean when originally given in the OT but can grow and 

take on profound and unimaginable dimensions.  The apostles teach us how to see these 

nascent meanings.   

 

I hope that seeing that you are not a second rate citizen will save you from the trends in 

some circles to fixate on Israel and on Jewishness in general.  Christians are beginning to 

incorporate Passovers, and other feasts from the Jewish calender, not even limiting 

themselves to biblical ones but borrowing liberally from modern Judaism.  I hope that you 

will not go to modern day Rabbis as Billy Graham did for spiritual counsel.  I hope that you 

will escape the insecurities that the first century Gentiles would have faced.  We see in the 

letters in the NT that many of the heresies had a Jewish flavour to them.  Gentile believers 

had embraced the Jewish Messiah and the danger is that they might hold in high esteem 

everything Jewish including the legalistic and mystical teachings that they held.  Seventh 

Day Adventists would be an example of this Legalism in our modern context.  You are 

sufficiently saved in Christ and are lacking nothing, you do not need to add anything Jewish 

to complete your faith in Christ.   

 

I hope that you will begin to see the political situation in Palestine a little more clearly, that 

Israel is not fighting a holy war and all her actions are justified as if she were Joshua called 

to purge the land.   

 

I hope that you will approach all these questions by starting with what God has done for us 

in Christ as Paul did in Ephesians 2:11-22.  In Christ we have been made one body with all 

believers, Jew or Gentile.  We must not resurrect old racial boundaries that the law 

sustained because Christ has abolished them forever.  Children of Abraham are now born of 

the Spirit not blood.  I hope you realise through this that the best way to understand end 

times theology is to begin with the gospel, what God has done to save us in Christ.  If we 



will think about union with Christ and salvation not on the basis of grace not race, then we 

will avoid this and many other errors.   

 

The marvel of Gentile inclusion 

 

Paul quotes two astounding verses from the minor prophet Hosea 2:23 and 1:10.  Visiting 

the context of these verses will deepen our appreciation for what God has done for us in 

Christ. 

 

Hosea’s name comes from the same word for Joshua or Jesus.  He ministered to the 10 

northern tribes just before the Assyrian invasion and exile.  Israel has increasingly turned to 

idolatry and God is using His prophet to speak to His people.  Hosea was a man who was 

called to walk the road of obedient suffering in order to demonstrate God’s own love for His 

wayward people.  Hosea was asked to do one of the most difficult things anyone can do, to 

deliberately marry someone who will cheat on you.  1:2-3, ‘When the LORD first spoke 

through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, "Go, take to yourself a wife of whoredom and have 

children of whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the LORD." 3 So 

he went and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son.’  

This first son we know was Hosea’s but chapter 1 goes on to describe to more children 

being born and these ones are not attributed to him, the first is a daughter and she is 

prophetically called Lo-Ruhama/ No Mercy in promise of God’s coming judgement.  The third 

child was a son called Lo-Ammi/Not My People.   

 

Hosea has been cheated on my an unfaithful woman and has children by her who he 

doesn’t know are his, but then God even in light of this tragic enactment of Israel’s 

unfaithfulness promises a restoration, and it is these words of restoration that Paul is 

quoting in Hos. 1:10 in Rom. 9:26.  Paul sees this restoration of Israel in the expanded 

sense that the NT anticipates not limiting it to only Jews but all of God’s elect.   

 

Hosea chapter 2 goes into the details of the story of chapter 1.  God uses this adulterous 

betrayal to speak of Hs own relationship with Israel.  It is a picture of a prodigal wife who 

has had children of adultery v4 and who in running after her lovers cannot find peace and 

happiness and so comes to herself and thinks of returning to her husband v7.  God weaves 

the ideas of marriage and Israel’s situation as He speaks about the various judgements that 

He will bring upon Israel v9-13.  You can feel the Husbands anger in these words.  .  But 

God does not want us to lose sight of the glory of His grace, and we catch a sight of this in 

the change in verse 14.  Hosea 2:14 (ESV) "Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring 

her into the wilderness, and speak tenderly to her.”  Wow!  God will not be ignored and 

outdone He will ‘allure’ her.  He will win her back, He will not be a defeated husband who 

will allow His wife to be taken from Him, He will fight for her, and melt her heart to bring 

her back.  How will God do this?  Will He dress up like a peacock and strut His stuff?  No, He 

will display His glory to her, the glory of His grace.  In the very act of fighting for her He will 

win her.  He will pay the highest price and go to the furthest lengths to win her.  He did this 

in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ.  John 3:16 describes the manner of His love. 

 



The promises of v14-23 anticipate the promises of the New Covenant which will be a 

marriage that has no divorce possible in it, and it is in these words of God’s abounding grace 

overcoming the unfaithfulness of His people that we have Paul’s second quote in 2:23 

quoted in Rom. 9:25, ‘and I will sow her for myself in the land.  And I will have mercy on No 

Mercy, and I will say to Not My People, 'You are my people'; and he shall say, 'You are my 

God.'"  This is a picture of God adopting the children of adultery that had resulted from her 

unfaithfulness.   

 

But the picture does not end there, we see from Hos. 3:1-5 that Gomer had gotten herself 

into trouble through her adultery.  The Bible does not read like a novel, it is not written to 

entertain, but inform.  And so it leaves out many juicy details that you and I would love to 

know.  So as we look at Gomer being bought by Hosea there are a number of questions that 

we would love to have the answer to but cant have.  Why did Hosea have to buy her, who 

did he buy her from, did she come willingly?  Some have suggested that Gomer had gone 

after her lover, but he had rejected her, and so Gomer had to sell herself as a slave in order 

to survive, and Hosea was buying her from the slavemarket.  Or some have posited that her 

lover became her pimp and she was in his service as a prostitute, and Hosea had to pay to 

buy her and the price is compensation for the loss of income.  Or that the lover was sick of 

her, and was willing to let Hosea take her back but only at a price, so that Gomer had been 

used by her lover, and then still sold by him.  The price that was paid was the price of a 

slave, and it seems that Hosea did not have the whole amount in cash but had to provide 

some of the price in goods, perhaps his winter stores.  Hosea 3:2 (ESV) “So I bought her for 

fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a lethech of barley.” 

 

Whatever historical construction we place on the text the end result is the same.  Gomer’s 

sin did not deliver the paradise it promised but reduced her to nothing and the humiliation 

of having to be redeemed.  And the price for setting the slave free was a price paid 

sacrificially by the very one she had betrayed.   A perfect parable for our sin and God’s 

saving us out of it.  This is no fairy tale picture of a knight in shining armour seeking out a 

pure virgin princess who has been captured by a dragon.  No this is a the picture of the 

betrayed husband who has chosen not to punish but sacrificially pay for the women who 

willingly surrendered herself to her captor who used her, and after she was fully spent and 

ruined, he came and picked up all the pieces and put her back together again. 

 

Now what are we all waiting to hear from this prophet?  We all want to know, did Gomer 

and Hosea, with the three kids all live happily ever after?  When the time of abstinence was 

over was their a loving reunion between husband and wife?  Did Gomer melt towards 

Hosea, learning to love him for his godliness and faithfulness?  Did she repent of her lovers, 

and pour out a tearful apology to Hosea?  Was she at first cold and hard, being there only in 

order to survive, and then later on fall in love as for the first time?  These are the endings 

that we would like to hear, the fairy tale endings that entrap our imaginations.  However, 

God has another ending that He wants us to think about something bigger and more 

important than the story of Gomer and Hosea.  He wants to inform us about His great work 

of salvation not satisfy our voyeuristic curiosity.    

 



The grand focus of this amazing reconciliation is not the heroic love of Hosea, or the 

appropriate response by Gomer, but rather God saving the nations through Christ.  His love 

is the headline, the centrepiece.  And His salvation the point.  God rips the end out of a 

heart warming, epic romance to point you to Christ.  He refuses to finish an insignificant 

story of human reconciliation to focus our attention on eternal salvation.  He moves us away 

from the triumph of human love in the success in Hosea and Gomer’s relationship to the 

promised success of God saving His people through Christ.  It is very unhollywoodish, and 

that is the point.  You are supposed to come away from this scratching your head about the 

ending and pondering its significance.  And it all points to God’s gracious, saving, sacrificial 

love in Christ.      

 

    

     


