
The Book of Acts
Chapter 6

The Powerful Church
What is the theme of the book of Acts?

 
• Given by Jesus in Acts 1:8

Acts 1:8(KJV) 8But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
Acts 1:8(NLT) 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”
 
Let’s turn our attention this evening to chapter 6, where the first conflicts in the growth and
administration of the church and solutions for them are documented.
 
Acts 6:1-15(KJV) 1And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a
murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily
ministration.

• A conservative estimate of 50,000 believers added to the church
• The church had an early version of “meals on wheels” to make sure that widows were receiving

daily food
• The food program was not universal. The church imposed qualifications upon those desiring to

participate.
• It is the responsibility of family first to care for their own
• 1 Timothy 5:3-5(NIV) 3Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need. 4But if a

widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into
practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is
pleasing to God. 5The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and
continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help.

• 1 Timothy 5:8(NIV) 8If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate
family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

• 1 Timothy 5:16(NIV) 16If any woman who is a believer has widows in her family, she should help
them and not let the church be burdened with them, so that the church can help those widows who
are really in need.

• Widows may receive from the church if they meet the following criteria
• 1 Timothy 5:9-10(NIV) 9No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, has been

faithful to her husband,£ 10and is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing up children,
showing hospitality, washing the feet of the saints, helping those in trouble and devoting herself to
all kinds of good deeds.

• Who may not be put on the list?
• 1 Timothy 5:11-13(NIV) 11As for younger widows, do not put them on such a list. For when their

sensual desires overcome their dedication to Christ, they want to marry. 12Thus they bring
judgment on themselves, because they have broken their first pledge. 13Besides, they get into the
habit of being idle and going about from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but
also gossips and busybodies, saying things they ought not to.

• There is an expectation that widows who are unable to work and receive help from the church will
spend their time in prayer for the church and the needs of others. Younger widows will have other
motivations

• 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12(NIV) 10For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “If a man



will not work, he shall not eat.”11We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they
are busybodies. 12Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and
earn the bread they eat.

• If a widow met the criteria, then she was added to the list for meals on wheels. There was a charge of
discrimination leveled by the Jewish believers of Greek descent against the Jewish believers of
Hebrew descent. You are only taking care of your own!

 
2Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto themunto them, and said, It is not reason that we should
leave the word of God, and serve tables.

• The apostles were not saying they wouldn’t serve tables, they had done so when Jesus fed the 5,000
and 4,000. They were saying that their primary responsibility was to study and minister the Word
to the church.

3Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.

• Recommend to us seven men who have a reputation for honesty, are baptized in the Holy Spirit and
are wise that can administrate meals on wheels.

• 1 Timothy 3:8-12(NIV) 8Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in
much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith
with a clear conscience. 10They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let
them serve as deacons.11In the same way, their wives£ are to be women worthy of respect, not
malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything.12A deacon must be the husband of
but one wife and must manage his children and his household well.

4But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. 5And the saying pleased
the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: 6Whom they set
before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid theirtheir hands on them.

• These men are the first deacons
• Women later became deaconesses as well
• Romans 16:1(NLT) 1I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a deacon in the church in

Cenchrea.
• Servant – diakonos –deacon, deaconess\
• First ordination of deacons
• Notice the results of the deacons doing their job in verse 7

7And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.

• Even religious people get born again!
8And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people.

• 1 Timothy 3:13(KJV)  13For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a
good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.

• When things are going well and the church overcomes an attack of the enemy (division0, another
attack comes

9Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagoguethe synagogue of the Libertines, and
Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen. 10And they were
not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.
11Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and
againstagainst God. 12And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon himhim, and
caught him, and brought himhim to the council,

• If you can’t stop the message: stop the messenger
13And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this
holy place, and the law: 14For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place,
and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us.

• Jesu statement “destroy this temple, and I will raise it up in three days”
15And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.
 




