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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 29th November, 2011, at 6.45pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Parish Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors S Clark, FS Duggan, R Makepeace, D Robb and C Stacey 

and County Councillor J Armstrong 
 
80. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor K Duggan. 
 
81. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
82. WINTER MAINTENANCE 
 
Brian Kitching from Durham County Council was in attendance to give a presentation on winter 
maintenance. 
 
He explained the service which was provided by Durham County Council, the areas covered and 
level of service and the cost implications. 
 
In some areas, town and parish councils had agreed to carry out work which would enhance the 
service provided by the County Council.  Where town and parish councils were willing to assist 
County Council would provide weather forecast information, training, salt/grit, all necessary 
equipment and public liability insurance. 
 
Discussion took place and it was suggested that areas which would benefit included outside of shops 
and the older persons bungalows, although it would be necessary to seek volunteers from the area 
who would be willing to assist if the Parish Council was to go ahead with this scheme. 
 
Resolved: That a request for volunteers be circulated around the area and, subject to volunteers 
coming forward, the Clerk liase with the County Council to make the necessary arrangements. 
 
83. MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Meetings held on 19th October and 26th October, 2011, were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
 
84. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
85. FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £152.15 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for October/November 
(ii) £38.00 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for October/November 
(iii) £152.15 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for November/December 
(iv) £38.00 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for November/December 

 
(b) Cheques issued: 

 
(i)  26th Oct 2011 £ 143.16 Mr D Walker    No. 513 
(ii) 26th Oct 2011 £ 35.80 HMRC     No. 514 
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(iii) 26th Oct 2011 £ 343.80 Burnell Fencing Ltd   No. 515 
(iv) 26th Oct 2011 £ 61.00 Durham County Council   No. 516 
(v) 26th Oct 2011 £ 200.00 Trudy Tool Hire    No. 517 
(vi) 26th Oct 2011 £ 100.00 SPC Building & Maintenance  No. 518 
(vii) 26th Oct 2011 £ 85.00 TRACC     No. 519 
(viii) 26th Oct 2011 £ 10.00 Transfer to Unity Trust   No. 520 

 
(c) Cash at Bank 
 

Northern Rock   £40,240.43 
 

(d) AMC Account 
 
 The Clerk reported that this account had now been closed and the funds transferred to 

Northern Rock, where they would be held until such time as the Unity Trust account was in 
operation. 

 
 The accounts relating to the AMC account had been circulated with the agenda papers for the 

meeting.    
 
  Resolved: That the accounts be approved.  

 
86. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Greater Willington Town 
Council 

- Invitation to Chairman’s Civic Carol Service. 
Resolved: That the invitation be noted.  
 

(b) County Durham 
Community Foundation 

- Information received in relation winter fuel payments. 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  
 

(c) Boundary Committee  - Information received in relation to the electoral review for 
County Durham. 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 
 

(d) Durham County Council - Information received in relation to school admission 
arrangements. 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 

(e) Durham County Council - Information received in relation to Etape Cycle Event 
information event. 
Resolved: That the Chairman would attend if possible. 

(f) CISWO - Information received in relation to support and funding 
available to former miners and their families. 
Resolved: That further details be obtained and made available 
to residents.  

(g) Durham Constabulary - Correspondence received in relation to PCSO Steve Mann 
moving to a new post. 
Resolved: That an appropriate card be signed by Members of 
the Council and passed to Steve at the next PACT meeting. 

(h) Digital UK - Information received in relation to digital tv switchover. 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  

 
87. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration. 
 
88. PRECEPT 2012/2013 
 
In order to meet the County Council’s timescale for notification of the Council’s precept requirement 
for 2012/2013, it was necessary to consider the Council’s requirements for the forthcoming year.  
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A comprehensive report had been submitted by the Clerk, copies having been circulated in advance 
of the meeting.  The report set out the Council’s current financial position, details of spending and a 
suggested budget for the year 2012/2013. 
 
In considering the Precept, it was suggested that a small increase would be appropriate to cover the 
rising costs of the goods and services the Council purchased, together with an increased sum 
towards the new community building. 
 
Resolved: (i) That the Precept be increased by 7%. 
(ii) That the Clerk amend the budget to reflect this.  
 
89. WIND FARM GRANT (Minute 67 refers) 
 
The Clerk reported that the Council’s application to the Wind Farm Community Benefits Fund for a 
grant towards the cost of new furniture, a new cooker and new carpets and flooring for the 
Community Centre had been successful, subject to the Council agreeing to the terms and conditions 
attached.  
 
In applying for the grant, it had been necessary to supply three quotations for some items, although 
not all.  As the cost of the items were covered by a grant payment however, authorisation was sought 
to allow the purchase of the grant funded items without having to obtain three quotes for 
consideration by the Council, provided that the costs could be met from the grant.  This would allow 
sufficient time to report on the benefits, such a report being required for March 2012.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the terms and conditions attached to the grant be approved and accepted. 
(ii) That Standing Orders be waived to allow the purchase of the grant funded items as soon as 
conveniently possible.  
 
90. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY HALL 
 
The public consultation event held on 12th November had been very successful, with over 57 people 
attending to view the plans and find out about the activities currently on offer. The preferred design 
appeared to be the one with the individual toilet facilities. 
 
There were some minor amendments required to the plans to reflect comments made, and the 
preferences expressed by the Parish Council at the meeting with the Architect on 19th October, and it 
was hoped the final plans would be available soon.  Once final plans had been produced, the design 
could be costed, although a ball park figure of £500,000 had already been mentioned.  Once a cost 
had been provided, it would be possible to look at funding options.  
 
The sum of £30,000 had been allocated from the Wind Farm fund, subject to an appropriate 
application being made, and Councillor Armstrong explained that contributions from Members’ 
initiative budgets and the AAP would also be possible. 
 
It was necessary to look at setting up a management group to assist with funding, which could be 
investigated while waiting for plans and costings.  
 
 

The Meeting closed at 8.35 pm 
 

Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


