
Sermon 42: 2 Samuel 11: David and Bathsheba
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INTRODUCTION

There are only a handful of very famous sins in the bible, the fall of Adam and Eve, the 
betrayal of Judas, the denial of Peter, and right up there is David and Bathsheba.  I feel like 
I cannot emphasize the importance of this chapter.  David is one of the great saints of the 
bible, the man who earned the accolade, ‘a man after God’s own heart.’  Of all the authors 
of the bible, it is David’s prayers and praise that are recorded more than any other for a 
model for God’s people.  He is the benchmark king by which all other kings are judged, the 
best king Israel ever had, and a type for Christ.  But for all of that he is a sinner like us.  It 
is very important for us to see the great heroes of the bible as sinners.  We can often hero 
worship and put ourselves under false impressions.  But these men and women of the bible 
are recorded for our instruction.  We should approach this chapter with a quiet humility as 
we observe that sin is able to take the very best of us.

As we observe this episode with David and Bathsheba we will want to make a study of sin.  
The text lays out the sin before us in three main parts.  Firstly, there is the preamble and 
preparation that leads to sin; secondly, we note the nature of the sin itself, and then thirdly 
we see how sin is not content to stay small and quiet but it grows and multiplies.

Preparation for sin

It is uncommon that a man will commit adultery and then murder at the drop of a hat.  The 
sins that we know so well in this chapter are not the sins that take a man or women when 
they are at their strongest.  It is not the case that you are walking deeply with the Lord, 
walking in the way of His commands, saturated in His word and then commit sins like this.  
No, there is a slide into these sins, there is a time of preparation that insidiously but surely 
creeps you ever closer to the edge.  We can see three things in David’s life in the lead up to 
these sins which should help us to see what the first steps towards these sins look like.  

Firstly, we see a neglect of duties, v1, ‘In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out
to battle, David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel. And they ravaged the 
Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.’  David as a king had 
certain responsibilities.  The text indicates that it was common practice for kings to lead 
their armies into battle, to be present, but David was absent from the field of battle taking 
his ease.  David is fifty years of age.  He is no longer a young man who can endure a rough 
nights sleep on a mat on the ground wandering through the wilderness.  The hardship and 
deprivations of the life of a warrior don’t gel with his age and station in life.  David might 
have gotten used to the comforts of court life.  This neglect in his duties, this shirking of the
harder path and following the path of least resistance set him up for his fall.  Matthew Henry
put it like this, ‘When we are out of the way of our duty we are in the way of temptation.’  

How is it with us?  Let it be seen that a choice to neglect our duties is not a choice to sin, it 
is a choice to not do our duty, this creates a vacuum into which sin can then climb.  
Whether we are neglecting our physical duties in going to work, cleaning, and being 



generally industrious.  Or whether we are neglecting our spiritual duties in daily devotions, 
going to church, mortifying sin, etc.; it is a neglect of duties that opens the door to sin.  The
first step towards big sins do not begin with a decision to sin big, but to sin in little ways, 
ways of neglect, passive sins.  

Secondly, we see in this chapter an apathy and laziness, v2, ‘It happened, late one 
afternoon, when David arose from his couch and was walking on the roof of the king's 
house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful.’  
What time of the day do you get out of bed?  Here we see that David has been sleeping the 
afternoon away.  It is not as if he has been away from war and seeing to administrative 
duties that needed attending to, no, he is sleeping.  Matthew Henry says that the bed of 
sloth often becomes the bed of lust.  

Thirdly, we learn that David is most vulnerable in times of comfort not conflict.  Go and read
the psalms and see how many were written while he was under duress.  When he was 
constantly fighting, he was regularly on his knees.  We look back at those times and marvel 
at David’s faith and perseverance.  It was during the difficult times that there was no doubt 
he was in need of God, but not so now.  David has been successful, he has done his hard 
fighting, now it is time for others to fight and he can rest a bit.  And it was during times of 
comfort not conflict that he was vulnerable to sin.  

Neglect, apathy, comfort; are any of these preparations in your life right now?  

Anatomy of sin

We need constant reminding of the stages and the nature of sin, and David’s case has been 
laid out for our observation that we might be warned and take it to heart.  James 1:14-15, 
‘But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.  Then desire 
when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.’  
Here we see the life of a sin, and as with David all sin begins with temptation.  V2, ‘It 
happened, late one afternoon, when David arose from his couch and was walking on the 
roof of the king's house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was 
very beautiful.’  So here is the situation, David spots a beautiful woman.  He has not sinned 
with regards to her yet, but he is faced with a choice.  He had to choose between looking 
away, going inside, respecting her privacy; or he could look and look and take it to the next 
stage where it gives birth to an evil desire.  We need to point out that David had not sinned 
in merely seeing a naked woman.  He would have been aware of the opportunity to sin or to
walk away. There may be times when we stumble into a situation that is similar.  As Luther 
put it, ‘you can’t stop a bird from flying over your head, but you can stop it from making a 
nest in your hair.’  It is the dwelling on the scene which is the first step in sin, and the 
illegitimate thoughts and desires that are indulged and fostered which are the second step.  

We must stop and emphasize the sin of wandering eyes.  Jesus condemned the thoughts of 
lust towards someone who is not your husband or wife.  Job made a covenant with his eyes 
not to gaze upon a virgin with lust.  The world is flaunting these sins, rejoicing in these sins,
calling a prude anyone who does not indulge in these sins with them.  Masturbation, 
pornography, sexually explicit material in the movies that are available, they are all sin, the 
same as David choosing to look at Bathsheba, and the thin edge of a very dangerous 
wedge.  

David has been tempted, he has chosen to give in to this temptation, and now begins the 
actions and planning and the scheming to have his pleasure.  V3, ‘And David sent and 



inquired about the woman. And one said, "Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite?"’  A surprise becomes a distraction; becomes a preoccupation.   He
needs to know more, perhaps he can add her to his harem as a concubine.  We have heard 
of curiosity killing the cat and here we see it.  He was not content with his many wives he 
wanted what his eyes saw.  David’s servant returns with the news that she is a married 
woman, and that she is married to one of David’s greatest warriors, Uriah.  This news 
should have had the effect of a cold shower, but we see that once the ball starts rolling 
down the hill it picks up speed and momentum.  V4, ‘So David sent messengers and took 
her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she had been purifying herself from 
her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her house.’  

The great lesson is how sin becomes ‘irresistible’ so early on.  I have often counselled 
people who get to this point and talk about how they can’t stop sinning.  We must note that 
the time we ought to say no is much earlier when we are tempted.  When we have chosen 
to indulge sin, we quench the Spirit, and the sin gets stronger as we allow it to grow.  We 
must overpower sin when it is small not when we have been feeding and indulging it and 
teaching it bad habits.  Think on how many areas of your life are full of these early stages of
David’s sin.  How many have you indulged in your mind, how many have you sought out 
more information on?  These are the shallow waters of sin and sharks can still get you in 
knee deep water.  

So David sins, and just when he thought he was finished with the sin the sin was not 
finished with him.  There are no consequenceless sins.  Bathsheba is pregnant, v5, ‘And the 
woman conceived, and she sent and told David, "I am pregnant."’  The first 5 verses deal 
with the sin, but the next 22 deal with the cover up.

The multiplication of sin

If only David had stopped there, if only he had confessed his sin and repented.  It was bad 
but it is going to get much worse.  Sin is like the permanent ink bombs attached to money, 
it ruins the money and marks you publicly.  Because David did not immediately bring his sin 
into the light it grew, the first gate he passes through is one of the most well-travelled paths
for sinners who refuse to confess, he lies.  He schemes a clever cover-up scheme where he 
will try and trick Uriah into thinking the baby is his.  V6, ‘So David sent word to Joab, "Send 
me Uriah the Hittite." And Joab sent Uriah to David.’

David fakes friendship and goodwill with Uriah pretending an interest in the Lord’s battles.  
Then he hopes that Uriah will do as he has done, that he will go an sleep with his beautiful 
wife Bathsheba, v8.  David enquires and receives a metaphorical slap in the face, v10-11, 
‘When they told David, "Uriah did not go down to his house," David said to Uriah, "Have you
not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your house?"  Uriah said to David, 
"The ark and Israel and Judah dwell in booths, and my lord Joab and the servants of my 
lord are camping in the open field. Shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink and to 
lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do this thing."’  This didn’t 
work, so David plies him with alcohol to get him drunk, but even under the influence of 
alcohol Uriah will not forget his duty, v13, ‘And David invited him, and he ate in his presence
and drank, so that he made him drunk. And in the evening he went out to lie on his couch 
with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house.’

And so where lying and contriving could not keep the sin under cover, David resorts to 
murder.  It really is a terrible sin that David commits.  He plans and premeditates the 
murder, it is not a crime of passion in the heat of the moment.  The plan is insultingly 



carried out by Uriah having to deliver the letter that seals his fate by his own hand.  The 
horror is magnified when we see that it is Uriah’s loyalty to David Israel that is exploited 
when he is called upon to fight in one of the hardest places in order to action his death.  
David includes accomplices in his sin by involving his servants and Joab.  In the action of the
sin, it is not only Uriah that dies but all the other lives that Joab sacrifices to make Uriah’s 
death less conspicuous.  And when David learns of how Israelite lives were sacrificed in an 
obviously bad military manoeuvre, he blankets over it because it has served his self-serving 
desire to hide his sin.  And so a man who was king who ought to have punished such sins 
bends justice and abuses office for his personal gain.  The sin is most serious.  

Perhaps you are thinking, David is so bad.  Friends I have exposed his sin in this way to 
impress upon us, that this is how sin takes us.  David is the best of men and this is what 
happens to the best of men when they play with sin.  A man whose conscience smarted 
because he cut a piece of cloth from Saul’s garment has no conscience as he is handed over
to his desires.  Be warned.  Take it to heart.  I am not going to speak any words of 
forgiveness at this point because I think the danger of sin needs to be left hanging in the 
air.       

    
    

  
     

  
    
 


