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How many gifts in total were given in The Twelve 

Days of Christmas? 

 

What is the correct name of the poem, first 

published in 1823, starting:  “Twas the night 

before Christmas”? 

 

Santa’s eight reindeer were first mentioned in 

1823 in the above poem with a 9th added in a 

popular song in 1949.  Can you name them all? 

 

Two of their names are in German – what do they 

mean in English? 

 

Who wrote the famous story “A Christmas Carol? 

 

Name all the ghosts who are featured in the 

above story. 

 

The Bible does not say how many Wise Men came 

to see the baby.  However, some 500 years later 

Christian literature names 3 Wise Men.  Can you 

identify them and give their names? 

 

 

COMING EVENTS 

Friday December 2nd – 10.00 am 

Coffee Morning at the Uniting Church Hall 

 

 

Christmas theme with entertainment 

 

Photography Exhibition 

 

Art Class Card Sale 

 

U3A Choir 

 

Music by John Tungyep 

 

Christmas Tree 

Please bring a monetary gift donation in a sealed 
envelope to be given to the Uniting Church 

Christmas charity distribution. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

2012 
Registration and Enrolment Days 

Tuesday January 17th & Wednesday 18th 

 

 

Third Thoughts  

Castlemaine Inc (Est. 1988) 
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U3A OFFICE DETAILS 

The Office is at the Uniting Church Complex,  
Lyttleton Street, Castlemaine 

Office Hours are: 
Mondays, 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm 
Tuesdays, 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm 

Wednesdays, 10 am – 12 noon 
Phone:  5472 2249 

Web Page: www.u3acastlemaine.com 

Current 2011 Subscription Fee 

$40.00 + $10.00 for mailing of newsletter if required. 
Members joining after June 30 pay 50% of the 

subscription fee.  

PLEASE INFORM THE OFFICE 

OF ANY CHANGE IN YOUR 

CONTACT DETAILS  

 

Friday Coffee Morning Roster 
2

nd
 December:    See page 4 

3
rd

 February 2012:  Theatre Film Group 

 

Coffee Mornings are held on the first 

Friday in the month at 10.00 am 

in the Uniting Church Hall 

. 

 

 

 

 

Committee Meetings 
are held on the second 

Tuesday in the month at 1.00 pm 

in the Kindergarten Room,  

at the Uniting Church Complex. 

U3A Castlemaine’s information Web Page:  www.u3acastlemaine.com 

President Peter Stephens 5472 3904 u3acastlemainepresident@gmail.com 
Vice-President Beryl Leavesley 5472 3182 u3acastlemainevicepresident@gmail.com 
Secretary Betty Johnson 5472 3834 u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com 
Treasurer Kit Morris 0418 996 289 u3acastlemainetreasurer@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor Barbara Bunton 5472 3186 u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 
Course Co-Ordinator Dick Mack 0411 244 103 u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com 
Past President Tom Comerford 5470 6230 tomchris@mmnet.com.au 
 
Committee Member Jenny Craig 0400 990 146 jennifer.craig3@bigpond.com 
Committee Member Lyn Hall 5472 2316 lynypoodle@gmail.com 
Committee Member Jo Orgill 5470 6616 joanorgill@bigpond.com 
Committee Member Eva Haarburger 5472 3391 ehaarburger3450@gmail.com 
Committee Member Win Jodell 5472 3792 win@tpg.com.au 
 
Office Manager * * * * * 
Network Representative Sally Kaptein 5470 6340 walmer@castlemaine.net.au 
Membership Veronica Hurley 5472 1383 vkhurley@bigpond.com 
Computer Convenor Shane Doyle 5472 4017 shanefromcastlemaine@gmail.com 
 
ACMI  Representative Felicity Say 5472 1841 sayvf@castlemaine.net 
Cake Roster/Raffle Marie Twyford 5474 2739 bobtwy@hotmail.com 
Caterer Jenni Rutherford          0402 776 194 
Coffee Supplies Lyn Hall 5472 2316 lynypoodle@gmail.com 
Celebrations/Tributes Barbara Robinson 5474 2121 arob@mmnet.com.au 
Property Hans Van Gemert 5472 1082  
Trading Table: Marie Twyford/ 5474 2739 bobtwy@hotmail.com 
 Audrey Richardson/ 5472 3867 keithaud@chewton.vicmail.net 
 Harvey Jacka 5470 5079 sharval@dodo.com.au 
 
Webmaster Bruce Carruthers 5472 3900 bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au 
 
 
Office  P.O. Box 792 5472 2249 u3acastlemaine@mmnet.com.au 
Octopus Castlemaine 5472 1147 octopus@mmnet.com. 
      

 

http://www.u3acastlemaine.com/
mailto:u3acastlemainepresident@gmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainevicepresident@gmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainetreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com
mailto:tomchris@mmnet.com.au
mailto:jennifer.craig3@bigpond.com
mailto:lynypoodle@gmail.com
mailto:joanorgill@bigpond.com
mailto:ehaarburger3450@gmail.com
mailto:win@tpg.com.au
mailto:walmer@castlemaine.net.au
mailto:vkhurley@bigpond.com
mailto:shanefromcastlemaine@gmail.com
mailto:sayvf@castlemaine.net
mailto:bobtwy@hotmail.com
mailto:lynypoodle@gmail.com
mailto:arob@mmnet.com.au
mailto:bobtwy@hotmail.com
mailto:keithaud@chewton.vicmail.net
mailto:sharval@dodo.com.au
mailto:bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au
mailto:u3acastlemaine@mmnet.com.au


3 

From the President 

Your Committee was recently asked to lend its name to the campaign against more poker 
machines in Castlemaine.  Although, as individuals, the Committee members overwhelmingly 
support the initiative it decided as a matter of principle not to give the campaign U3A 
Castlemaine‟s support.  The principle it decided to follow was to not take a public stance on 

any community matter outside its prime activity of education without the express support of 

the membership.  Such support can, of course, only be canvassed at a general meeting.   I 
am pleased the Committee came to this view as it means the current Committee will not act 
outside its charter without the express approval of the membership and it also means that our 
U3A is unlikely to be split by rancorous disagreements.  The decision was also timely as just 
after it was made the Committee was asked to support a petition against the use of Western 
Oval as a site for the new swimming pool.   I am happy to take questions on this matter at the 
December meeting and to gauge your views. 
 
Unfortunately no-one has volunteered for the role of Office Manager, even though the role 
could be split into two.  Unless someone volunteers soon our ability to open the office next 
year will probably be severely curtailed and member and class leader services will suffer.  If 
you think you can help please speak with Judy Sime or Betty Johnson. 
 
December is of course the end of the U3A year and I for one am looking forward to a great 
Christmas coffee morning and then a relaxing month contemplating all the great courses I 
could enrol for in 2012.  Hoping to see you at our Christmas coffee morning.  Please 
remember to bring a small donation in an envelope to put under our Christmas tree - all 
donations are going to the Uniting Church for distribution to local people. 
 
 

 
At the November Committee meeting we: 
 • congratulated Barbara Bunton on production of the first newsletter using our new 

photocopier 

 

 • heard progress reports on development of next year's courses and plans to launch our 
2012 curriculum 

 

 • approved the 2012 calendar of events subject to some dates and extra events being 
confirmed 

 

 • decided reluctantly that the Salvation Army hall was not quite big enough for coffee 
mornings 

 • approved expenditure on software for a new member database to be developed in-
house over the next year 

 • approved changes to the constitution that are to be put to the membership in 2012. 
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OFFICE MANAGER   

We need an Office Manager to supervise our office administration and co-ordinate the work of our office 
volunteers.  It would be great if we had 2 volunteers (even better with 2 assistants) so that the Office Manager 

can take a break or deal with unexpected hiccups without distraction. The role could be split into two: 
Office Administration Manager and Volunteer Co-ordinator 

This role concentrates on training and rostering office volunteers and allocating jobs to them.  Ordering office 
supplies, printer toner and cartridges, maintaining a register of PIN numbers for the photocopier use and 

keeping the office tidy are other tasks. 
This role requires organisational skills and a degree of comfort with working with technology such as 

photocopiers. 
Computer Administrator 

This role checks office e-mails, sends out bulk e-mails to members and maintains office e-mail addresses.  You 
will also save U3A documents to the office computer, do some word processing and form design and back up 
the office computer to an external hard drive every month.  You would also share the task of keeping the office 

manual up to date. 
This role requires good computer and internet skills. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Duty roster for December Coffee Morning 

Apple Mac (Drinks and Nibbles) – Aboriginal History (Salads) – Bloggers (Tea/Coffee)  Gardening in 

Castlemaine (Desserts)  

We ask that each member bring a plate with enough to feed four people.  The Committee will provide 
cold meats.   Science based short term courses, please bring a bottle of liquid refreshment each.  For 
those who attended the Buda based talks, the La Trobe University lectures, The Leopard and other 

humanities short term courses, we ask that you bring a dessert.  Those of you who feel disposed to 
contribute, even though your group has not been designated, please bring a plate of sandwiches. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Christmas Tree Giving 

A Christmas tree will be set up at our December meeting and we ask that you bring a gift for those 
less fortunate than ourselves.  This year the Committee has elected to support the local Uniting 

Church Charity.   We have been advised by them that the best way in which we can contribute to a 
Christmas Appeal is to place money in an envelope rather than give goods.  Members are asked to 
contribute whatever they can afford to support this group that gives Christmas charity and cheer to 

those in need, irrespective of the denomination or creed. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

For our Office Records 

Are you a tidy, methodical, kind of person?   Do you keep all your past U3A Newsletters? 

Your Editor obviously answers „No‟ to all three of these questions and is seeking your help. 

We are looking for four past editions of “Third Thoughts” to complete the yearly sets 

before binding into the beautiful green leather covers which you can see in the office. 

The editions we need are:  November 2010, July, August and September of 2011 

They can be photocopied and returned to you if you prefer to keep your own or we will be most 
grateful to have these donated. 

I can be contacted on 5472 3186 or you can leave them in the Office for me.  Thank you.  
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From the Course Co-ordinator 

As 2011 winds down to its conclusion, your committee is busy planning for 2012.  The 
Course Prospectus for next year is having its final touches added, and will be launched, with 

full fanfare and red carpet at the December coffee morning on 2 December. 

The 2012 course program will be bigger and (hopefully!) better than ever.  There are 80 
courses planned, from one-session, to short courses of 3-6 sessions, to courses which will 

run throughout the year during school term times.  Many of the old favourites are included in 
areas of art, music, history, humanities, computers, science, lifestyle and languages.  And 
there are some exciting additions to the curriculum.  The Mount Alexander Sustainability 

Group (MASG) will be presenting a number of short courses on the impact of climate change, 
renewable energy in the home, and sustainable food production.  Our Mayor, Janet Cropley, 
will help us to understand the role of Local Government in the community.  The very popular 
Movies of Merit will continue throughout the year, the art program has been expanded with a 
series of short courses, and there will be a greater range of courses focussed on aspects of 

English language and literature. 

For those unable to attend the coffee morning, you will receive your personalised copy of the 
Prospectus and copies will be available at several distribution points throughout the district. 

For more information contact the Course Co-ordinator, Dick Mack, 0411 244 103, or Course 
Administrator, Robyn Yeoman, 5472 3702. 

 

 

 

 

Natale hilare et Annum Faustum!                                  

Buon Natale 

                                      Fröhliche Weihnachten 

 Feliz Navidad                       Joyeux Noel 

   Vrolijk Kerstfeest en een Gelukkig Nieuwjaar! 

 

However you say it, your U3A Committee would like to wish all our 

members a Happy Christmas and all the very best for the coming 

New Year !!! 
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Taking the Worry Out of Travelling for Health Care…. 
Travellers Aid provides volunteers to assist you from your country train or bus platform at 
Flinders Street Station and the Southern Cross Train and Bus Terminals all the way to your 
health care appointment in central Melbourne and back again. 

It’s Free.  This service is free and has been designed to „take the worry‟ out of travelling for 

health care.   

Booking Service.  Please telephone Travellers Aid on 1300 700 399.  Bookings are 
essential and 24 hours notice is required. 

Tram/Bus/Taxi Links.  Our volunteers can also assist you to access your preferred transport 
link (i.e., tram, bus or taxi) from the station to your appointment and back. 

State-Wide Partnership.  This is a joint initiative of the Victorian Government‟s Transport 

Connections Program and Travellers Aid. 

Regional Assistance.  Some organisations also provide volunteers to assist people from 
their rural town to Melbourne.  Telephone the booking service for more info. 
                                                                                                                                       Information supplied by Elizabeth Rider 

 

 

Vale Francis Caesar-Gordon.   

A revered and respected Foundation Member of our U3A, a warm and friendly man, 

Caesar died 21st November in hospital after a long illness.  He took an active part in 

the organisation from the beginning with the Australian History Group and the 

Walking Group.  He later formed a Speaking Group followed by a Debating Group. 

From his arrival in Castlemaine, he took an active part in Community affairs, 

heading such groups as Tidy Towns and later Neighbourhood Watch, and was 

elected to the local Council.  He will be greatly missed by his many friends and the 

community at large. ~ Enid Chapman 

Caesar, as he liked to be known was born in 1928 the youngest of 4 boys in Boreham 

Wood, England.  After school he took up an apprenticeship with Marconi and then at 

EMI.  Following that he was 20 years with Aspro Nicholas becoming Group Production 

Engineer. When Aspro Nicholas amalgamated with Kiwi he transferred to Melbourne 

in 1974.  From there, seeking pastures new, Caesar joined the Castlemaine Bacon 

factory in 1982 as Chief Engineer, retiring in 1988. 

Caesar’s biggest thrill was being made Citizen of the Year in January this year, a 

very emotional day for him, he was so proud to be chosen. ~ Jo Orgill 

A quiet, friendly and unassuming man, Caesar was involved with many institutions 

around Castlemaine, his contributions being greatly appreciated.  His interests 

included Castlemaine’s U3A, Probus, the Golf Club, Local Council, CHIRP, 

C.ADARG, Continuing Ed, the local hospital and Castlemaine Pioneers and Old 

Residents Association where he was their efficient and long serving Secretary. 

                                                                                                                 ~ Wilson Bunton 
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Aboriginal  History        felicity  say   5472 1841 

Tuesday 6th December 

This will be the final class for the year and we'll be watching a film about a young contemporary 
composer who plans to incorporate ancient Aboriginal songs into his music.  Complexities emerge as 
he journeys into the remote world of the people now known as the Spinifex People of the far south 
western desert region of Western Australia. 

For our end-of-year breakup following the session, we'll go on to The Doveton Corner Shop for lunch 
at 12.30. 

For members of the class planning to re-join next year and for those people planning to join 
Aboriginal History for the first time in 2012, this is advance notice that the first class for the year on 
Tuesday 7th February, will actually be a visit to the Ian Potter Gallery at Federation Square for a 
guided tour of the Tjukurrtjanu Exhibition.  This is an exhibition of the early paintings to come out of 
Papunya in 1971 and 1972 which gave rise to the modern Aboriginal Art Movement. The tour will 
commence at 1.30pm which means we can have a leisurely trip to Melbourne on the train. 

 

 

Apple  mac - COMPUTER HELP           vic  say   5472 1841 

Help shape our program for 2012 by letting us know your particular needs, whether basic or complex. 

To see topics covered in the Apple Mac sessions during 2011: go to our u3acastlemaine.com web 
page.  

Go to:  "Subjects 2011" and click on "Computers" to see "APPLE MAC COMPUTER HELP - with 
Bruce Carruthers".   

When you click on this class heading, an outline of the program for the next couple of months is 
usually displayed on the left hand side and on the right see all the topics dealt with week by week for 
2011.  In 2012 the program will develop in a similar way, guided by the interests and needs of class 
members.  

The Mac group ended up for this year on November 28 with a social break-up celebration.  
Meanwhile every Monday throughout the year, Bruce has provided opportunities to revise and extend 
our computer skills. Our thanks go to Mike Smith who got this wonderful U3A group going and has 
convened it for three years. 

 

 

Art/Drawing  group        paula  Paas   0438 657 588   

The group have made up cards from their art works which will be for sale on the Trading Table. We 
thought this is a way to show off some of our work and raise money for U3A. The brilliant office printer 
has done a very professional card and we are pleased with the results and hope you will like them. 

 Next year Art/Drawing will be offered as a set of 8 units enabling people who can't commit to a whole 
year to select some units or anyone who would just like to try a particular one of the unit topics to try 
that one. 
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Australian history                 Geoff  Walker  5470 6652 

Our final studies for the year were the completion of the Federation story.   Graeme Quinn gave 
us a detailed view of the only Tasmanian who has been Prime Minister of Australia, Joseph A 
Lyons, and Geoff Walker presented a view of the strangest P.M. we've ever had, William Morris 
Hughes.   Both sessions generated a good deal of keen discussion. 
  
Our final gathering for the year will be a celebration at the Public Inn (the former Criterion) at 
about noon on Monday 12th December. 
 
Editors note:  Returning south recently from our car trip up north to Queensland, we found 
ourselves travelling down through NSW on a road we hadn‟t done before, and between Tamworth 
and Scone, came upon a little village called Wallabadah, where we discovered the only memorial 
gardens dedicated to every person, be it sailor, surgeon, marine, convict, and every ship, of the 
First Fleet.  If you find yourselves travelling this road I‟m sure you Australian History enthusiasts 
would enjoy a browse around these gardens as we did.  All the names are there to read and a 
paper print-out for you to souvenir as well.   BarB 
          
 
 
 
 

DABBLING IN HISTORY   PETER  STEPHENS   5472 3904 

 

Dabbling in History has finished for the year and it ended on a high note with animated 
discussion on the topic of propaganda presented by Fred Van Amelsvoort.  I would like to 
thank all participants for their contributions and some good discussions over the year.  I hope 
someone picks up the history baton next year. 

 

 

Friday morning garden group 
Shirley  Curnow  5472 1729 

Our outing for November was to the home of Peter and Sandie in Woodend where we were made 
most  welcome.   Their home and garden of about three hectares is all new on what was once a cattle 
grazing property.   We thoroughly enjoyed the day and were astounded at the beauty and the variety 
of plants in the garden.   Thank you Peter and Sandie! 

Our last meeting for the year will be on Friday 16th December for a celebration lunch and will be at 
12 noon in the dining room of the Guildford Store. 

 

 

 

“How come you never hear anything about the tenth reindeer, Olive?” 

“Olive?” 

“Yeah, you know, “Olive the other reindeer used to laugh and call him names…” 
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GOLF  CROQUET  

The Castlemaine Croquet Club is again in April 2012 offering a short course in golf croquet for beginners. 
There are some good reasons to include this game in your enrollment choices for 2012. Please read the 
prospectus. 
The course is an introduction to an enjoyable outdoors social game which exercises concentration, hand and 
eye coordination, decision making processes and memory. Qualities we all hope to maintain as long as 
possible.  

For those who cannot remember the physics & maths of the laws of motion this is an excellent refresher. 
Statistical analysis could also be important in assessing the likely success of each of a number of possible 
shots. For those who misspent their youth at billiards & snooker this is a great opportunity to apply your skills on 
a much larger surface. 

In reality this type of knowledge is not much help. You soon learn to apply lessons gained from playing the 
game.  Some highly qualified local mentors are available to guide your introduction. 

I think the social aspect of the game is most important as we share moments of triumph, despair, sheer luck 
and tough results with a laugh, or words of encouragement.  

The main aim of the game is to have fun, and we do.                        ~ Frank Pederick 

 

ISSUEs of CONCERN                   CAROL  DORMAN  5472 4429 

The environmental record of the current State Government isn't the best but legislation will expand parks and 
reserves by 10,000 hectares and will add 1300 hectares to 12 existing parks including the Alpine Park, the 
Grampians, Mitchell River and Kinglake parks. 

The effects of online shopping are likely to be less retail jobs, less government revenue as GST is not payable 
for online purchases. Online shopping is certainly more convenient. What is the future of the traditional retail 
business?  

Yet another Australian invention - solar power batteries - has gone offshore to be manufactured in Utah, USA. 

Mount Alexander Shire council has not given a decision on the plans for the new Castlemaine police station - 
nobody seems to know why. Consequently the police are going to VCAT for a decision. 

The deaths of Australian soldiers at the hands of Afghan army colleagues is deplorable. Would the situation be 
better or worse if Australian troops were withdrawn? There are doubts at this time whether the Afghan army 
would be able to protect citizens and infrastructure against Taliban insurgents.  

It seems likely that the ALP conference in December will approve the sale of uranium to India going against 
their policy of not selling uranium to countries who have not signed the Non-nuclear Proliferation Treaty. Is the 
Treaty outdated?  Some countries who have signed the Treaty don't abide by it, selling their nuclear weapons 
technology to other countries.  Claims have been made that India's behaviour has been impeccable in that they 
have not assisted other countries in developing nuclear weapons. India's refusal to sign the Treaty is because 
they would have to reduce the number of their nuclear weapons, thought to be 70-80. An article in Der Speigal 
claims that nuclear safeguards are unenforceable. 

The danger of asbestos has been known for a long time yet Canada is exporting it to India and other 
undeveloped countries. Canada is the world's largest exporter of asbestos after Russia. 

A new coal mine planned for the LaTrobe Valley cannot find funding and coal fired power stations are having 
trouble refinancing.  

Canada is using liquid propane gas gel for coal seam gas mining instead of the usual water, sand and 
chemicals claiming the gel is less environmentally damaging. The protest against coal seam gas mining on the 
Liverpool Plains in NSW has been successful with the departure of the mining company from the area. 

The final session of Issues for this year will be on December 9th.  
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MOVIES OF MERIT                     John  WALDIE   0400 858 581 

JANUARY PROGRAMME - U3A and Theatre Royal Partnership 

Our very popular film and discussion programme, Movies of Merit, will be open to all U3A 

members for four sessions in January 2012.  We thank David Stretch for his generosity in 
continuing to make his wonderful old theatre available to us.  And thank you John for such 
dedication to the course.  Do join us in the holidays, buy a coffee or cool drink, and start the 
week with a surprise (the film shown will not be announced beforehand).  Time: a prompt 10 

am start.   I look forward to seeing you there!  

Sessions: 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th January - put it in your new diary.                  ~ Win Jodell 

 

 

MUSIC APPRECIATION  2-11-11             BRUCE  BAUD   5472 4574 

The morning featured 3 composers, Felix Mendelssohn (1809 - 1847), Carl Maria Von Weber 
(1786- 1826), and Ludwig Van Beethoven (1770 - 1827). 

The first work was Mendelssohn's 'Mid Summer Nights Dream', the complete version as was 
promised last month.  This incidental music was written around a Shakespearean play by the 
same name. The work is approximately 40 minutes in length consisting of 10 sections as 
follows.  Overture, scherzo, Fairies' March, Song with Chorus, Intermezzo, Notturno (horn 
solo), Wedding March,  Funeral March, Dance of Clowns and Finale (choral ). This is quite a 
musical masterpiece when you consider it was written by a 17 year old.  On the same disc 
there happens to be 2 Von Weber Overtures, these being the Der Freishutz Overture from 
the opera of that name, and then followed The Overture to his opera 'Oberon'.  These operas 
were written about 1826 and are fine pieces of music.  Weber also wrote a superb Clarinet 
Concerto which we may hear in the near future. The morning ended with Beethoven's String 
Quartet No 14 in C Sharp Minor Opus 131 written around 1825. This was a recording made 
by the Amadeus String Quartet who played together from 1948 till 1987 when they disbanded 
on the death of the violist.  An Interesting mornings music that had not been played before.                                                                                      

~ Brian Willis  

 

 

Opera – an occasional evening series                       vic  say  5472 1841 

We expect to end the year, after needing to cancel the November session, on Dec 2nd from 

7pm, with Verdi's La Traviata. 

 

 

 

What is the difference between the Christmas Alphabet and the ordinary alphabet? 

The Christmas Alphabet has no „L‟ 
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Requiem and then …?                                                  Vic  say   5472 8141 

We will finish the year with:  Penderecki Dec 2nd, perhaps starting at 2pm to allow time for 
the U3A breakup? and a Gregorian chant to end the year on Dec 16th  at 1-30 as usual. 

We will begin 2012 with a series of Requiem new to the group: Liszt, a traditional orthodox 
and then a very modern Russian requiem, the Schumann and the Salieri - interspersed with 
works well known and well loved. There will be an alternative Mozart version, completed by 
Kerry, the Australian composer and we will balance pre Mozart and modern works with works 
from the Mozart period to the mid twentieth century.  The requiem works being accessed by 
members of the group now number about 50, with approximately 15 works from each of 
these three periods. 

 

 

Signposts in English:  History of English language 

DIANA  COLLIER  5443 0137 

OED  “provides not only lexicographical models but social and indeed, moral models”  

[S.Lehrer].  The relationship between language and society (and social mores) is included 
with the implication that the study of language is a history of the people.  Other themes are 
the role of authority and education in language and society; style and grammar – where do 
we draw the line?   What is the relationship between descriptive and prescriptive? 

Exploration, travel, imagination, technology, new words, oss of words each has added to 
language.  The computer, the internet, texting.  All are changing the structure and 
composition and nature of English.  When we deplore the so-called debasing and lowering of 
standards of English, we are replaying narratives of earlier centuries.  Meanings change, 
usage changes: “attraction” referred to electro-magnetic theory (17th century)  “ardent” and 

“flagrant” have emotional applications today.   “Hello”.  A word once controversial in the past 
brings together technology, society and decorum.  Computer language has become 
metaphorical: “net”, “boot up”,  “input”.   

And one last thought here:  Middle-aged and old people speak or know an earlier 
language/form of language.  There are 6000 languages in the world today.  There is a 
question as to whether all of these can be maintained,  or should everyone speak only one 
language, English? 

Convenor:   Diana Collier.  Tel 5443 0137                                                                                                                     
Location :    U3A Office                                                                                                             
Dates:         1st and 2nd Thursdays in month, that is  1st

 Dec  [8
th

 Dec, doubtful - tbc.]                     
Time  :         10.00  -  11.30/12.00 

             
  

 

Deadline for the February 2012 Newsletter is 3pm Monday 23rd January 
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SINGING TOGETHER          RAE  HAWKINS   5472 3446 

I can hardly believe we have reached the end of yet another year.  The time has passed so 
quickly. 

We have had to say goodbye to a couple of our singers because of health problems, and 
another couple have moved too far away to be able to attend. 

However, on the plus side, we have welcomed several new singers, so that choir members 
have remained fairly stable, although we would love to have more male singers to help 
balance the sound. 

While the school exams took place at our usual venue, we were lucky enough to have the 
use of the Salvation Army facilities in Kennedy Street. 

We shall be having our Christmas break-up at 3.30 pm on Tuesday December 6th, in the 
Uniting Church Hall.  As usual, we shall sing for about an hour followed by our Christmas 
afternoon tea. 

The U3A Choir is a happy sociable group, and I feel very lucky to be involved.  Why not put 
the choir on your list of activities to consider for 2012.  We‟d love to have you join us.  Very 

best wishes to everyone for Christmas and the coming New Year. 

 

 

Solo group                            Betty  henchman   5472 2139 

Our last get-together for this year will be a “Bring and Share” Christmas lunch at 

 Peggy Munro‟s home on Saturday 17th December 

 
 

 

 

Christmas is nearly here! 

                     Are you looking for extra “Stocking Fillers”? 

             We have just the very thing for you 

“As If It Were Yesterday” 

          Our book of memoirs and stories from Castlemaine’s U3A members 

  Quick!  Get your copy while stocks last, from the office. 

                                                           You‟ll be so glad you did. 
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Wagner’s ring cycle                       vic  say   5472 1841 

Friday Dec 16th at 7pm - "The Wagner Family", a 40 minute documentary which explores the legacy 
of the Ring and its impact over the generations on Wagner's family, the family politics, and their 
impact on that heritage.  After a cuppa we will watch a black and white film "Siegfried", the Teutonic 
legend, made in Germany in the 1920s.   English sub-titles, directed by Fritz Lang. His are regarded 
as some of the best silent films ever made.  This transfer of folklore to film proved an international 
success. 

We will share this last session for 2011at the home of Felicity and Vic, starting at 7pm. All wishing to 
come should let Felicity and Vic know, so seating can be organised to suit the group. 

* 2012 - We plan to repeat most of this year's program (2011) for those who want a chance to 
hear/see things a second time PLUS deal with the third and fourth operas of the cycle.  

We will meet on the third Friday evenings of each month unless otherwise notified at 7pm unless it is 
a long session which demands a 5pm start and includes a shared meal at Felicity and Vic's for most 
audio sessions and at Peter and Barry's for most DVD sessions, as notified. 

 

Wagner sessions at the Theatre Royal  

* Richard Wagner at the Theatre Royal, confirm days and times close to the dates listed: 

SIEGFRIED 

Conductor: James Levine - Saturday 3 December and Sunday 4 December 2011 

In part three of the Ring, Wagners cosmic vision focuses on his hero‟s early conquests. 

 

GOTERDAMERUNG 

Conductor: James Levine - Saturday 3 March and Sunday 4 March 2012 

With its cataclysmic climax, the Met‟s new Ring cycle comes to its resolution 

 

 

 

 

   At Christmas I no more desire a rose                And is it true?  And is it true, 

Than wish a snow in May’s new-fangled                    This most tremendous tale of all, 

  mirth,             Seen in stained-glass window’s hue, 

  But like of each thing that in season                                A baby in an ox’s stall? 

  grows.   

                                      William Shakespear                                                    Sir John Betjeman 

                                      Love’s Labour’s Lost                                                           Christmas 
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A Castlemaine Christmas, 1948 

My cousin Mary and I were in the same class at the North School and we played together at weekends too.  
That year that Mary had just turned nine.  I was a few months younger and we were both desperate to get a 
bike.  My sister already had one, but then she was three years older than we were.  In any case she had one of 
those bikes where the pedals just kept on going round whether you had your feet on them or not.  I found this a 
bit tiring and quite scary going down a hill.  If I sat on the seat, I could not reach the pedals.  If I had my feet on 
the pedals, I could not sit on the seat. 

Some of the girls in our class at school already had bikes, but very small bikes.  Jan H and Betty L, both of 
whom lived on Blakeley‟s Road on the way to my grandfather‟s house at Barker‟s Creek had been riding bikes 

for years, but they were quite a long way out of town and needed the bikes to get to school.  I had learned to 
ride a scooter a few years earlier and could ride down the straight concrete path from the back of our house to 
the front fence, but it wasn‟t all that exciting.  You couldn‟t get much speed up before you got to the front gate 

and then you had to put your foot out to stop it. 

Christmas was approaching and Mary, her little sister Marj and I were playing in Mrs Wadsworth‟s back yard.  

The Wadsworth house was next door to ours and on the corner of Myring Street and Hargreaves Street.  In 
Myring Street there was a high paling fence with small gaps between the palings.  Another similar fence 
separated our house from the Wadsworth‟s.  We liked this corner as no-one could see us, although we had a 
good view of what went on in the street and in our driveway.  Also there was a wattle tree in that corner which 
had a smooth horizontal branch from which we could hang by our legs.  It was not too high and we could reach 
down and put our hands on the ground to get down so that we did not have to swing up and grab the branch.  It 
was always shady and already the weather was warming up rapidly. 

One afternoon in mid December, I was happily dangling upside down when through a crack in the paling fence 
Mary saw her father‟s big brown square car coming along Myring Street.  Dad was in the front seat with Uncle 

Ern, both of them wearing hats.  The car turned into our drive and as it passed us (we had quickly switched our 
eyes to the other fence) we saw, in the back seat, a shiny new bike!!  Uncle Ern was driving very slowly and we 
could see that the bike was red and blue and it was a Malvern Star.  Mary and I looked at each other. 

Mary said, “It must be for you if Dad and Uncle Bob are bringing it here probably to hide in your garage.” 

“But,” said I, “It‟s your dad‟s car.  If it was for me, it would be in my dad‟s car.” 

We did not know what to say to each other now.  I hoped wildly that it was mine, but if it was, I would not be 
able to bear Mary‟s disappointment.  She did not say much but I am sure she felt exactly the same way.  Marj 

said, “I‟m going home.”   

We waited a few minutes until we saw Uncle Ern‟s car back down the drive and then head off along Myring 

Street to the corner, turning right.  The bike was not in the car.  Mary and Marj set off home and I went inside.  
Mum asked where we had been and I told her. 

“Well,” she said, “It‟s nearly tea time and your father is home, so go and wash your hands.” 

At the tea-table I looked at Dad but he just smiled and said he had had a busy day.  I considered looking in the 
garage to see if I could find the bike, but there was a loft there and I would not be able to get in unless Dad 
helped me with the ladder. In any case, even if I found the bike, I still would not know who it was for.  And in a 
way, I did not want to know.  The way things were, both Mary and I could hope.  But for the next week or so 
there was a sort of strain in our relationship and every so often one of us would say, “It will be yours, I bet.”  I 

think both of us hoped we were wrong. 

On Christmas morning I awoke in nervous anticipation.  I was sleeping on the couch in the lounge-room as 
Nana and Gramp were staying with us.  This meant that Mum and Dad slept in the lounge in a bed which Dad 
and Gramp had put up when Nana and Gramp arrived.  This bed was now empty but I knew Mum would be 
cooking.   Already I could smell the horrible odour of the giblets simmering away in the kitchen.  I pulled the 
bedclothes up over my face.  Gramp loved the giblets but the smell of them cooking made us sick and so Nana 
told him he had to eat them in the kitchen, not in the dining room with the rest of us.  He did not seem to mind.  
When he had finished he would come into the dining room to join us. 

I sat up.  Suddenly I saw the silver handles of a new bike. It was leaning against the back of the couch!  I could 
hardly believe it.  It was a beautiful silver and blue Standard – and then with a shock, I realized that it was not a 
blue and red Malvern Star!  So that must have been for Mary!  And we both had a bike!!  I ran out to tell Mum 
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and Dad about the bike.  They laughed and suggested that I go and try it out.  I would have liked to go down to 
tell Mary too but I knew the Madigans had gone to Glenorchy for Chistmas as they always did.  One of my 
father‟s older sisters lived there. 

When the Madigans returned Mary and I went everywhere on our bikes.  We were thrilled with the freedom we 
suddenly had.  We saw some boys who had attached a piece of cardboard with a clothes peg to the back wheel 
of their bikes.  This made a wonderful clicking noise so we made one of these too.  We washed our bikes every 
few days and they looked so shiny and new.  We swapped bikes from time to time but both of us preferred our 
own.   

When school resumed neither of us was allowed to ride our bike to school.  For one thing, the North School was 
not far, only about six blocks.  There was also Marj who needed someone to walk with, and Billy, my little 
brother who was just starting school.  We were expected to walk with them.  My sister was by then at High 
School and was allowed to ride, but it was much further than the North School. 

But O, the bike!  This was my best Christmas ever and my first great love!                            ©  Vivienne Robertson 

 

Christmas in Crewe – 1948 

It was traditional in our house to hang up our stockings from the mantelpiece before going upstairs to bed.  

None of today‟s fancy felt “Made in China” faux stockings.  Oh definitely no!  And pillow cases remained neatly 

folded in the linen press under the stairs, used only for the task they were intended, to snuggle and comfort 

sleepy heads.  No.  Just one of dad‟s big woolly socks held securely in place under the corner of the clock 

which sat squarely in the middle there.  Mine one side and my big brother‟s on the other.  It never occurred to 

me that Santa couldn‟t possibly come down our chimney with such a fine coal fire merrily crackling away in the 

grate.  And I believed what I was told that Santa could read our Christmas list after they had been burnt.  He 

was magic you see and caught all the ashes as they floated up the chimney. 

After listening to the carol singers working both sides of our street before arriving at our door, this was one night 

when mum and dad had no trouble getting us off to bed and straight to sleep.  Snowing maybe, definitely cold 

and frosty, the sound of the singers voices coming closer and closer, it was an enchanting time. 

In the morning one of us would rush down the stairs to see if Santa had been.  Of course he had.  There, now 

laid down on the hearth beside the fireplace, were two now bulging, lumpy, bumpy socks.  Half the joy and 

anticipation was feeling the different shapes to guess, before being upended to see what had been left.  Usually 

in the toe would be a blood orange or pomegranate, also a shiny two shilling piece and various other small 

items such as a jointed Muffin the Mule, or a card game called “Lexicon”.  Rolled up comics to give shape to the 

leg of the sock.  In the near-by chair would be the bigger things.  Always books.  Lucy Atwell, Rupert Bear or 

Enid Blyton.  And that gorgeous doll dressed in a white silken gown.  Maybe a jigsaw puzzle.  While Philip found 

boxed toy soldiers or table games such as “Bagatelle” or “Blow Football”.  But the year of the shiny new two 

wheeler bikes, one each, was so exciting.  Despite the cold, the snow, the icicles hanging from the house eves, 

as soon as we could, out we went to try our skills, excitedly shouting to friends “What did you get”? while dads 

shovelled snow from the pavement and delicious smells wafted from kitchens up and down our road.  

Then when Christmas was over we went to our Lancashire cousins by steam train to stay a few days and bring 

in the New Year with the traditional First Footing.  We could stay up late and watch or join in the parlour games 

played by the adults gathered there.  “Consequences”  “Beetle”  “The Writing Poker” “Twenty Questions” until 

the count down to twelve mid-night when everyone would kiss and wish each other health, wealth and good 

fortune for the coming year.  Then one of the men a good looking dark-haired man, usually my dad or uncle, 

would take a piece of coal, leave by the back door and be let in the front door bringing the coal with him as a 

sign of good luck.                                                                                                                          ©  Barbara Bunton      
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At The November coffee morning…. we met in the Salvation Army Hall as the annual 

VCE examinations were taking place in our usual venue.  It is hard to imagine a more appropriate location for a 

most helpful and interesting talk/discussion on sustainability. Our speaker was Dean Bridgfoot from the Mount 

Alexander Sustainability Group. This group is very active around the district and has premises at the corner of 

Barker and Templeton Streets.  This author has been inspired by the demonstration wicking-vegetable-beds on 

a previous occasion. 

The speaker was accompanied by a visual presentation that this author has used in the preparation of this 

report. After acknowledging the Dja Dja Wurrung people, the speaker outlined the importance of sustainability 

by discussing the composition of our bodies and the air we breathe. The idea that:  

“Every breath we take has some atoms from the breath of everyone who has ever lived upon this 

earth”. 

That was certainly a different view of sustainability and its immediacy on our lives.  A photograph of the earth at 

night, taken from space, was another example of our impact on this planet.  A further illustration showed the 

very thin layer of air (the troposphere) around the earth. The fragility of the atmosphere was compared to a 

layer of paint around a basketball. 

Some material was presented in the form of graphs. The first graph showed the relationship between carbon 

dioxide (CO2) in the atmosphere and the temperature of the earth. Records from as long ago as 600,000 years 

were shown to illustrate this relationship. A further graph showed what is known as the Keeling Curve. That 

graph showed the gradual rise of CO2 over the last fifty years in which this gas grew from 315 parts per million 

(ppm) in 1950 to 387 ppm in 2007.  The six-monthly change was explained by the diminished quantity in the 

northern winter and later rise in the northern summer.  Yet another graph showed the gradual rise in global 

temperature by increments of 0.2 degrees centigrade from 1880 to the present day.  It was drawn to specifically 

highlight the sun-spot activity in the 1940s‟.  Next came a series of photograph/diagrams that showed how the 

Arctic sea-ice was receding around the North Pole, followed by the ice-melt around Greenland.  Ice-melt has 

lead to a rise in sea levels around the world.  Worse case scenario would see a rise of 70 to 80 metres around 

Australia, making Castlemaine a coastal town. 

I earlier described the presenter as delivering a talk/discussion, due to the way in which he was challenged and 

responded to questions on a number of occasions throughout the presentation.  Brenda was concerned about 

the ice-age and earlier warmings, George expressed a contrary view on wind power.  Others quoted from media 

sources about wind, tidal and alternative mechanisms, particularly that of base-load power. The presenter 

welcomed the questions from obviously well-informed listeners, and answered them authoritatively.  He wound 

up the presentation with a graph “Cost curve Coal/Gas versus Renewables”.  This graph showed how the cost 

of production of base-load power by renewables was on a falling trend line whilst that of coal/gas was on a 

rising trendline.  The point where new capitalization of renewables would cost less than the capitalization cost of 

coal/gas was now, or sometime soon. 

The session was warmly received, although many wanted a more comprehensive explanation of controversial 

issues.  The presentation was followed by an offer to deliver a series of programs on sustainability when source 

and research methodologies would be under scrutiny. The audience enjoyed the opportunity to hear an 

informed speaker who was prepared to face the issues and discuss them broadly.  It was a most enjoyable 

morning. 

~ John Leavesley 


