
The Book of Acts
Chapter 8

The Powerful Church
What is the theme of the book of Acts?

 
• Given by Jesus in Acts 1:8

Acts 1:8(KJV) 8But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
Acts 1:8(NLT) 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”
 

• Chapter eight tells us the story of the spread of the church after Stephen’s death.
• As chapter 7 concluded, Saul was witnessing the murder of Stephen and watching over the cloaks of

the false witnesses hired to accuse him. He begins his mission to destroy the church
• Chapter eight also records what I call the adventures of Philip

Acts 8:1-40(KJV) 1And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great
persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout
the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.

• The first general persecution of the church resulted in many Christians leaving Jerusalem and going
to the regions of Judea and Samaria. The devil was attempting to destroy the followers of Jesus,
but unwittingly helped them to fulfill Jesus command in Acts 1:8 to take the gospel to Judea and
Samaria.

2And devout men carried Stephen to his burialto his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 3As for Saul, he
made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed themthem to
prison.

• The greek word translated havoc properly means to soil, translated destroy or destroyed in other
versions of the bible. Saul believed Christianity to be a filthy disease that needed to be eradicated.

4Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.
• The result of Saul’s persecution of Christians was church growth beyond the walls of Jerusalem

5Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. 6And the people with one
accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.

• Another deacon works miracles
• Philip’s success in Samaria was possible because a foundation had already been laid there
• Who laid the foundation/
• John 4:39-42(KJV) 39And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the

woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did. 40So when the Samaritans were come unto
him, they besought him that he would tarry with them: and he abode there two days. 41And many
more believed because of his own word; 42And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because
of thy saying: for we have heard himhim ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the
Saviour of the world.

• Jesus came to Samaria with the word. Philip came with signs and wonders
• Jesus predicted what would happen at Samaria
• Mark 16:17-18(KJV) 7And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out

devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

 
 
7For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with themwith them: and many



taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 8And there was great joy in that city.
• The coming of the gospel always produces joy among those who receive
• Those who are born again are happy

9But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and
bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: 10To whom they all gave
heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God.

• They  paid attention to anyone who had power, real or imagined
11And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries.

• Sorceries-Mageia mag-mag-ii'-ah'-ah  ; “magic”:—sorcery.
12But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of
Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13Then Simon himself believed also: and when he
was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were
done.

• Simon himself was also a power groupie. He followed Phillp around just to watch the miracles that
were happening. There are Christians who will do this today. They are excited about the power;
some to the extent that they seek the power more than the One who gives the power - desiring the
experience and feeling of the power of God more than developing a relationship with him.

14Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they
sent unto them Peter and John:

• The Samaritans had received the preaching of a relationship with Jesus and had become born
again, but the apostles believed that God had more for them.

15Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:
• Every believer has the Holy Ghost or Holy Spirit, but not every believer has been baptized, or filled

to overflowing with the Holy Spirit. The apostles believed the Samarirans needed the same thing
that they had experienced in Acts 2:1-4

16(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)
17Then laid they theirtheir hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.

• The baptism in the Holy spirit in imparted in more than one way. Here, He is given through the
laying on of hands

18And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered
them money, 19Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy
Ghost.

• What did Simon see?
• What accompanied the baptism or infilling of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2, the upper room?
• Tongues of fire and speaking in tongues
• Tongues of fire mentioned only once, speaking in tongues several times. In every other instance in

the book of Acts where people received the Holy Spirit, tongues are mentioned as the outward
evidence of His infilling.

20But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God
may be purchased with money. 21Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in
the sight of God.

• Seeking after the power of God for personal use and enjoyment opens the door to sin
• What does Jesus tell us to seek?
• Matthew 6:33(KJV) 33But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these

things shall be added unto you.
• Peter tells Simon

 
22Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be
forgiven thee. 23For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and inin the bond of iniquity.

• Simon’s desire for power caused him to be controlled by jealousy and sin
24Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things which ye have
spoken come upon me.

• Simon finally did something TRULY wise: he asked for prayer
25And they, when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and



preached the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.
• Peter and John went back to Jerusalem preaching along the way. The fact that they went to samaria

at all showed they had conquered prejudice, for Jews hated Samaritans and would have nothing to
do with them

26And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that
goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.

• Philip had a supernatural communication from God
• He instantly obeyed

27And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace
queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to
worship, 28Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet.

1. He was reading a scroll of the prophet Isaiah – a very expensive book. The hand written rolls of the
scripture were scarce and usually only in the hands of the religious elite

29Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 30And Philip ran thither to
himhim, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? 31And he
said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit
with him. 32The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and
like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth:33In his humiliation his judgment was
taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.

• The eunuch was reading
• Isaiah 53:7-8(KJV) 7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is

brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not
his mouth. 8He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation?
for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.

• The difference in what the two verses say is because of the translation of the Hebrew text into Greek
and then Greek into English

34And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself,
or of some other man? 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached
unto him Jesus.

• Isaiah contains at least thirty five prophecies that specifically relate to Jesus. It was a good book for
Philip to use to share the gospel with the eunuch

36And as they went on theirtheir way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here ishere is
water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest.

• Baptism should never come before an individual can declare with full understanding that they
believe Jesus is the Son of God, that God raised Him from the dead, and confession that he is the
individual’s personal Lord

And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 38And he commanded the chariot
to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.
39And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the
eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.

• Philip was supernaturally transported by the Spirit of God
40But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to
Caesarea.

• The distance from Gaza to Azotus is about 70 miles (here to Ft Walton in a flash!)


