
ENTRY FORMALITIES
Valid passports are required for everyone.  
Visas are required and obtained upon 
arrival. Cost is US$ 50 per person for a 
single entry visa and US$ 80 per person for 
a multiple entry visa for US citizens.

CUSTOMS
A reasonable volume of personal effects 
can be freely imported together with 
cameras and any amount of film.

CURRENCY/CURRENCY REGULATIONS
The currency of Zambia is the Kwacha 
(1 Kwacha = 100 cents). Any amount of 
foreign currency may be brought in but 
must be changed at banks or licensed 
exchange facilities at main hotels.

CREDIT CARDS
American Express, MasterCard and Visa 
are widely accepted throughout Zambia.

HEALTH
The country is clean and free of tropical 
diseases except for central areas where 
precautions against malaria need to be 
taken. Yellow Fever vaccinations are now 
required for entry.

LANGUAGE
English is the official language.  However, 
there are over 70 other indigenous 
languages spoken.

Zambia with inhabitants numbering just less than one million, and land mass of 752,000 sq 
miles, is a sparsely populated country in the south-western area of Africa. In area it is larger than 
Texas, or four times the size of the United Kingdom. 

Zambia is a landlocked country. Zambia’s diverse peoples, geographical/geological areas and climate, 
present a fascinating spectrum to both tourist and scientist alike.

DUTY FREE
Visitors are restricted to duty free items 
of 200 cigarettes or 50 cigars and one one 
liter bottle of spirits.

TELEPHONE CALLS
International calls from hotels in Zambia 
are very expensive. We suggest you use 
your long distance carrier (Sprint, AT&T, 
etc) to bill home.

TIME
Zambia is two hours ahead of Greenwich 
Mean Time. 

CLIMATE
In summer (October to April) the weather 
is usually warm to hot during the day 
and cool at night, with temperatures 
in the interior ranging from 50 degrees 
F to 95 degrees F. Summers are warm 
and pleasant with occasional cold spells 
caused by easterly winds.

Summer is the rainy season with average 
annual rainfall varying from below 50 mm 
to above 500 mm in the central areas. 

In winter (May to September) days are 
clear and warm and the nights cool to 
cold. Temperatures range from 79 degrees 
F down to about 32 degrees F and can 
fall below freezing. DRESS WARMLY FOR 
GAME DRIVES.

LAUNDRY
Laundry valet service is available at most 
hotels and lodges. Self washing facilities 
are not available except for hand washing 
in your bathroom. Most hotels and lodges 
require 24 hours to process your laundry.

TIPPING
It is customary to tip US$ 1 per suitcase 
to your porter. Tipping for a guide will 
be approximately $US10.00 per person 
per day while restaurant meals never 
involve more than 10% of the bill. Your 
camp manager can assist you with this 
procedure. 

POINTS OF INTEREST
Geographical and geological wonders 
abound and many are unique. The view of 
Victoria Falls from the Zambia side is the 
most spectacular, and obviously warrants 
its designation as one of the seven natural 
wonders of the world.  The local people 
– the Leyas – called the falls “Shungu 
Namutitima” which means “Smoke that 
Thunders”.  The Falls are 1,700 meters wide 
with a vertical drop of 100 meters.  The 
volume of water cascading into the chasm 
at the height of the rainy season is nine 
million liters a second. 
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