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Minutes of the Bluntisham Parish Council  
 Wednesday 1st July 2020 at 6.00pm virtual Zoom meeting ID:815 2547 

6938 
Present: Mr Mark Berg, Mr Frank Hudson (phone), Mrs Mary Groombridge, Mrs Cynthia 
Curtis, Mr Martin Crowhurst, Mr Gary James, Mrs Philippa Hope, Mr Rob Gore & Mrs 
Tracey Davidson (Clerk) 
Also present: Cllr Steve Criswell, Cllr Jon Neish & 2 members of the public 

 Open forum  
The Chairman welcomed all to the Zoom meeting and opened the open forum.   
A member of the public advised the diversion signs in the village were confusing and is 
grateful that they have now gone.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Criswell for his support with 
getting the Heath Road re-opened. 
The meeting opened at 6.06pm 

 

57  Dispensation Forms received and decisions given - None  
58  Declarations of interest for items on the agenda – Mrs Philippa Hope pecuniary interest 

item 67 BACS run.   
 

59  Apologies for absence –Mr Roger Steel, Mrs Jayne Smith.  No contact from Cllr Besley.  
60  Sports Clubs  

The clerk received correspondence from the cricket club asking if they could return to adult 
matches asap.  The clerk has checked the ECB today for any update on playing and there have 
been no changes to the government guidelines.  The Parish Council therefore agreed that until 
the guidelines change, they are unable to make a recommendation, but they will review again 
as and when any changes are made.  The cricket club also asked for a junior cricket camp and 
all agreed that more detail was needed, dates, times, number of attendees, etc.  It was agreed to 
defer any decision until the government guidelines are changed.  (Proposed Mr Martin 
Crowhurst, seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  All agreed.) 
The clerk received correspondence from the junior football club advising their return to 
training on Saturday mornings.  The first session went smoothly. 
The parish council would like to thank both sports clubs for the continued communication 
during this difficult time. 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

61  Planning: 
• Enforcement Update – the clerk advised that despite several attempts to get updates 

on the outstanding cases nothing official has been received.  Cllr Neish advised that a 
visit to Sunrise Meadows will take place once sufficient resources are available. 

• Planning application update – the clerk advised that decisions on 4 applications had 
been made in the past month.  For the detailed list click here. 

 

62  Minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated 3rd June 2020 to be approved and signed by 
the Chairman – The minutes were signed by the Chairman and scanned to the clerk to avoid 
unnecessary contact.  (Proposed Mr Frank Hudson, seconded Mrs Cynthia Curtis.  All 
agreed.) 

 

63  Matters arising from previous minutes not on the agenda – None.  
64  FY2020/21 Accounts to end June 2020 – Mrs Philippa Hope advised following the finance 

meeting on 29th June the village hall budget had been reviewed and amended to reflect all the 
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changes and is now set at £22,014.00.  The earmarked reserves were also amended to reflect 
the accrued funds from 2018/19 & 2019/20 for village hall improvements totalling £11584.00.   
(Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Rob Gore.  All agreed.) 
The clerk advised the accounts were in line with expenditure and was pleased to see the VH 
energy bills coming down.  The village maintenance expenditure was the play park 
improvements and the PC would like to thank the Feoffees for the £500 contribution towards 
this. 
Income June- £1,491.30 
Expenditure June - £6,631.59 
Bank Balance Lloyds: £ 39,712.24 
Savings Account: £57,454.88  
(Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Rob Gore.  All agreed.) 

 

65  District & County Council report 
Cllr Steve Criswell – advised that the CCC Community Hub is starting to wind down and he 
was pleased with how well the hub worked with HDC during the COVID pandemic.  A local 
outbreak plan is in place and will be implemented if needed.  All counties are preparing for 
outbreaks due to different activities/events in the area.  Other services are gradually being 
introduced and the library and adult services are pleased to open a select and collect service, 
all online activities introduced are working well and will continue to operate.   
Anglian Water have now completed the maintenance work on the Somersham Road so the 
traffic plan for the Wheatsheaf Crossroads can now be carried out.  More detail will be shared 
when received. 
Mrs Philippa Hope asked when HDC/CCC are planning on winding down their Covid support.  
CCC are continuing until the end of July as all supermarkets have allocated dedicated slots for 
those still shielding.  HDC advised they are still working closely with CCC and are gradually 
easing the service offered while working on an exit strategy to help encourage people to go out 
again. 
Cllr Jon Neish – advised that HDC had been working hard on opening the High Street’s again 
and looking at ways to change town centres within the district.  The 3rd river crossing plan has 
been shelved as it was deemed not viable and the Major is looking at completing a St Ives 
Strategy.  Community Chest applications are now available for Covid related support, 
applications for up to £1000 can be applied for.   
Mrs Philippa Hope asked what plans were in place to ease the pavements in towns when the 
pubs open.  The footpaths have been extended to incorporate the parking bays in St Ives but no 
plans for allocating additional outside space on the road have been made. 
Mr Mark Berg asked what the view of CCC & HDC was on how the “new normal” will look?  
He asked if there were any plans to coordinate the newly recruited volunteers within the 
district to help with other activities. 
Cllr Steve Criswell advised that CCC are working on a “place based” working design looking 
at services within the Primary Care Network and this will involve a more local approach.  
Based on the needs of the area, rather than the needs of the County.  The more local volunteer 
groups, coordinated within the parishes, the better.  Time banking/Good neighbour schemes 
will still be encouraged and regular communication with CAPALC on how to organise local 
schemes will continue.  The parish conference will go ahead in October and will be on-line. 

 

66  Village Hall  
• Toilets –The clerk advised that these will be finished by 10th July 2020. 
• PAT testing – the clerk advised this is now due and obtained 3 quotes for the work.   

Plugtest Electrical - £80 
Direct 365 - £75 
PTS Compliance £115.35 
It was agreed to use Plugtest as they will test the clerks IT equipment at her home 
rather than have to disconnect and transport to the village hall.  (Proposed Mr Gary 
James, seconded Mrs Cynthia Curtis.  All agreed.) 
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• Covid 19 re opening – The clerk shared initial risk assessments for re-opening the 
village hall and advised that hirers were not keen on returning until September.  The 
cricket club have asked if they can return asap and the PC agreed that they would be 
happy to review the opening of the hall when the government guidelines are published.  
At the time of the meeting there was still no plan for allowing team sports or groups of 
more than 6 people to train together, or indoor exercise. Therefore, it was agreed to 
review the village hall opening at the next meeting in August, unless government 
advice changes significantly.  (Proposed Mr Gary James, seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  
All agreed.)   
It was agreed the clerk is to apply for a Community Chest grant of £500 to purchase the 
equipment needed to ensure the hall is ready for opening when agreed.  It was agreed 
to purchase the equipment needed even if the grant is not supported.  (Proposed Mr 
Gary James, seconded Mr Martin Crowhurst.  All agreed.) 
The clerk shared the risk assessment and posters for the re-opening of the play park and 
outdoor gym.  It was agreed that the information was in line with government advice 
and the play park and outdoor gym should open as soon as safe to do so.  The clerk is 
happy to disinfect all areas on a weekly basis.  It was agreed to have a dedicated page 
on the website showing the risk assessments for all activities.  (Proposed Mr Rob Gore 
seconded Mr Martin Crowhurst.  All agreed.) 
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67  Accounts for payment for June 
• BACS run 19th June authorised by Mr Gary James & Mr Mark Berg and BACS 

payment 30th June authorised by Mrs Philippa Hope and Mr Rob Gore.  Due to 
COVID-19 Mrs Philippa Hope signed the paperwork.  (Proposed Mr Frank Hudson 
seconded Mr Gary James.  All agreed with the exception of Mrs Philippa Hope who 
declared a pecuniary interest) 

 

68  Audit update – the clerk advised that Mr M Williamson was happy to undertake the audit for 
the PC for this year and will have the audit completed ahead of the next PC meeting. 

 

69  COVID 19 
• Volunteer update – the clerk advised that she had received some positive comments 

from both volunteers and those receiving help which will be included within the 
newsletter. It was agreed that the parish council should consider a Covid exit plan and 
will review this at the meeting in September as there are still some residents shielding 
until the end of August.  A question around do we want to continue with a village 
volunteer scheme is to be raised at the same meeting. 
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70  Village Maintenance: 
• Trees – Orchard End/Bramley Grove.  The work will be carried out on Friday 7th 

August.  
• Bins – the clerk advised that she hadn’t received any communication from HDC about 

emptying the HDC bins in the village.  The sacks arrived FOC for the parish bins. 
• LHI19/20 approve minor amendments to design – all agreed the minor changes to the 

design.  (Proposed Mr Frank Hudson, seconded Mr Gary James.  All agreed.) 
• Lease of recreation field – January 2021-January 2031 – the clerk advised that CCC 

have offered a new 10-year lease for the recreation area.  The rent will increase to 
£1,376 pa from £1,200.  It was agreed to continue to rent this land for this period.  
(Proposed Mrs Philippa Hope, seconded Mr Gary James.  All agreed) 
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71  Committee updates: 
• Allotments – Mr Frank Hudson advised that plots 9B & 13B have not been maintained 

during the past month.  The clerk is to visit the allotments and contact the plot holders. 

 
Clerk 

72  Correspondence received: 
• Magpas Air Ambulance – the clerk shared the correspondence received and the PC 

agreed that donations would not be made from the precept 
• Dr Lui – doctor’s surgery – the clerk advised that the official correspondence has 
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been received advising that Dr Lui is retiring on 30th September and they will no longer 
require the use of the surgery from 31st August.  It was agreed to discuss the options for 
the surgery space at the next meeting.   

• St Helens – Emergency Active Travel Funding the clerk received correspondence 
from the Head Teacher at St Helens regarding a new incentive to make the school 
streets safer.  The school are not happy with the scheme and the parish council agreed 
with the school and voted not to support the proposal.  (Proposed Mrs Mary 
Groombridge, seconded Mr Frank Hudson.  All agreed.) 

 
Clerk 
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73  Items for consideration (for information only) 
Mrs Philippa Hope suggested obtaining quotes for a new CCTV camera overlooking the 
playpark.  The clerk is to obtain quotes for the next meeting. 
Mr Rob Gore advised he will not be available for the next meeting. 
Mrs Cynthia Curtis advised the swift boxes were on the village hall and thanked Mr Dave 
Newman and Mr Jason White for this.  Mr Rob Gore advised the Baptist chapel were happy 
with installing swift bricks to the extension of the chapel. 
The clerk advised that Mr Andrew Wager has handed in his notice.  All were in agreement to 
advertise the vacancy and wanted to thank Mr Andrew Wager for his hard work over the past 2 
years.   
The clerk asked for help delivering the next newsletter.  These will be left on doorsteps once 
printed for delivery.   
Meeting closed 8.00pm Next meeting Wednesday 5th August 2020 @ 6pm 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bluntisham 100 club draw took place:  
1st place wins £50 – 13 Tracey Davidson 
2nd place wins £20 – 69 Monty Laud 
3rd place wins £10 – 40 Richard Prance 
 
 


