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Between 1545 and 1563 a group of 255 Catholic scholars met off and on in Trent, Italy, to discuss the assertions of 

the Protestant Reformation – result was 17 decrees that was a reassertion of Catholic dogma – this was prompted by 

the force of the Reformation which was centered on Sola Scriptura – all theology must be based on Scripture and 

not on the edicts of the Pope, Catholic Church Councils, or “tradition” – this was not a mere recalibration of 

Catholic doctrine - every single one of these 17 decrees directly contradicted the clear teaching of Scripture on the 

issues they confronted – and they all ended with the strongest defamatory statement they could imagine – “if 

anyone doesn’t agree with us on this assertion, let him be anathema.”  

 

For example, during the sixth session declared, “If any one saith, that the justice received is not preserved and also 

increased before God through good works; but that the said works are merely the fruits and signs of Justification 

obtained, but not a cause of the increase thereof; let him be anathema.”1 

 

They did something else – not only did they flagrantly contradict the Bible, they issued a decree on the Apocrypha, 

a set of Jewish writings written between 300 B.C. and 30 B.C. that were completely rejected by the writers of the 

New Testament as well as the Reformers – since they couldn’t win the arguments on Scripture they made this 

statement on the Apocrypha – “. . . if any one receive not, as sacred and canonical, the said books entire with all 

their parts, as they have been used to be read in the Catholic Church, and as they are contained in the old Latin 

vulgate edition; and knowingly and deliberately contemn the traditions aforesaid; let him be anathema.”2 

 

This strong language is taken from Galatians 1:8 – “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you 

a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!” – anathema = “ana (on) and tithēmi (set, 

place, lay) – “that which is set up” – evolved to reflect an offering in temple that was handed over to the wrath of 

the gods for destruction – that which “has fallen under the power of a curse or ban.3 – that which was “damned” 

 

I. ANOTHER GOSPEL – Galatians 1:6-9 
 
 A. The problem 
 

Paul wastes no time – Galatians is the only epistle Paul wrote that does not contain a commendation – the issue is 

critical – Law or grace – man’s religion or God’s work 

 

Galatians 1:6-7 – “I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a 

different gospel; which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the 

gospel of Christ.” – This “different gospel” was preached by Jewish leaders who had come from Jerusalem and 

were teaching that Gentiles had to first become Jewish proselytes and keep the Old Testament law before they 

could become Christians – review history of the early church: 

 Acts 2 – Peter’s message preached to Gentiles who returned to their regions with the gospel for Gentiles 

 Acts 6 – early church was formed of Jews and Gentiles – the care for Gentile widows by seven men with 

Greek names gives evidence that Gentiles were included in early church 

 Acts 9 – Paul converted – begins to preach to Jews who wanted to kill him (Acts 9:22-23) – he had a rough 

introduction to the apostles because they were afraid of his reputation for killing Christians (Acts 9:26) – he 

                                                 
1 H. J.  Schroeder, trans., The Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent (Rockford, Illinois: Tan Books and 

Publishers, Inc., 1978), 45. 
2 Ibid., 18. 

 3 H. Aust and D. Müller, “Curse, Insult, Fool,” ed. Lothar Coenen, Erich Beyreuther, and Hans Bietenhard, New 

International Dictionary of New Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1986), 413. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nidntt?ref=biblio.at%3dCurse%2c%2520Insult%2c%2520Fool%7Cau%3dAust%2c%2520H.%3bM%C3%BCller%2c%2520D.%7Ced%3dCoenen%2c%2520Lothar%3bBeyreuther%2c%2520Erich%3bBietenhard%2c%2520Hans&off=1287&ctx=the+Att.+anathe%CC%84ma%2c+~made+up+of+ana+(on)+
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debated with Hellenistic Jews who also attempted to kill him (Acts 9:29) – Paul is hustled out of town back 

to Tarsus (Acts 9:30) 

 Acts 10 – Peter received vision indicating that dietary restrictions for Jews were lifted – preached this to the 

Italian centurion Cornelius who was saved and received the evidence of the Holy Spirit just as disciples had 

in Acts 2  

 Acts 11 – Peter reports this to the apostles in Jerusalem – they concluded “…Well then, God has granted to 

the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life.” 

 Issue comes to a head – Acts 14:27 – because “…God had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.” in 

Acts 15 at Jerusalem Council (49 A.D.) –  centered on salvation – Acts 15:1 – “Some men came down from 

Judea and began teaching the brethren, ‘Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, 

you cannot be saved.’” – These were self-appointed keepers of Jewish legalism 

 Acts 15 – Paul and Barnabas were sent to Jerusalem to debate the issue with the apostles 

 When they arrived in Jerusalem – Acts 15:5 – “…some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood 

up, saying, ‘It is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses.’” 

 Peter, Paul, and Barnabas make their case – Acts 15:6-12 

 James’ judgment – Acts 15:19 – “…it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God 

from among the Gentiles…” – “trouble” – “to create additional disturbance” – “to throw something in the 

path of someone to annoy them” – referred specifically to Judaizers  

 Some who were there expressly contradicted the Council – went to Galatia to contradict – upset the church 

 

 B. The pronouncement 
 

Paul’s reaction – Galatians 1:8, 9 – the double pronouncement of damnation of this heresy – “But even if we, or an 

angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 

As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, 

he is to be accursed!” – “you were rescued at sea – ended up sitting on deck of an ocean liner enjoying the benefits 

– but now you’ve jumped overboard without so much as a rubber dinghy or a paddle – You’re on your own!” 

 

This doctrine is pivotal: 

 Paul realized the damning nature of this heresy – it could drag the whole church back into legalistic 

clutches of the Pharisees 

 The false teaching of the Judaizers would have invalidated all of Jesus’ teachings regarding the Pharisees, 

Peter’s vision of the sheet, the preaching of Paul, and the salvation of all Gentiles for the past 20 years!  

 In addition, it would invalidate Jesus’ death – if we are to keep the Old Testament Law, then what was 

Jesus’ death all about? 

 

II. A PERSONAL GOSPEL – Galatians 1:11-1:24 
 
 A. Received – Galatians 1:11, 12 
 

Galatians 1:11 – “For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according 

to man.” – The good news of Jesus Christ could not have come from the mind of man 

 

Where did Paul get this new doctrine from? – Galatians 1:12 – “For I neither received it from man, nor was I 

taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.”  

 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 – Paul “received from the Lord” the description of the Lord’s Supper – since 1 

Corinthians was written in 51 A.D. before any of the gospels were written (Matthew in 50 A.D.), then Paul 

received this doctrine before reading any of the apostles 

 2 Peter 1:20-21 – “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own 

interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit 

spoke from God.” – God revealed all the New Testament doctrine to the Apostles through divine revelation  
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 1 Corinthians 1:12-13 – “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, 

so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, which things we also speak, not in words taught 

by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.” 

 

Has this ever happened to anyone else? – Continuing revelation is claimed by every false teacher and every cult that 

ever existed – how do we know what to accept? – Closed canon – Revelation 22 – don’t add or subtract – Catholic 

Church, Mormons, faith healers 

 

 B. Established 
 

This wasn’t done in a vacuum –  Galatians 1:13 – Paul speaks briefly of his former life as a Pharisee and how he 

“…used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it; and I was advancing in Judaism 

beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral 

traditions.” – Assured them that he knew Judaism 

 

Galatians 1:17-24 – also assures them regarding his education – after his conversion in Acts 9 Paul began to preach 

– but he needed further training – Galatians 1:17 says he “…went away to Arabia…” – Galatians 2:1 – he returned 

“…after an interval of 14 years…” 

 

During this time he went to Jerusalem one time – Acts 19:26 says apostles “…were all afraid of him, not believing 

that he was a disciple.” – Sent away to Tarsus – found his way back to Arabia 

 

The doctrine Paul received became the standard of the church: 

 Ephesians 2:20 – the church is built on the “…foundation of the apostles and prophets…” 

 1 Corinthians 14:37-38 – “If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things 

which I write to you are the Lord’s commandment. But if anyone does not recognize this, he is not 

recognized.” 

 1 Timothy 6:3-5 – “If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, he is conceited and understands 

nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which 

arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, and constant friction between men of depraved mind 

and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.” 

 

III. A GENTILE GOSPEL – Galatians 2:1-3:5 
 
 A. Council of Jerusalem – Galatians 2:1-10 
 

Council of Jerusalem referred to above 

 Galatians 2:2 – Paul went “…in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be running, 

or had run, in vain.” 

 Galatians 2:3 – Titus – a Gentile was not forced to be circumcised 

 The battle for truth was confronted by Judaizers from the beginning – Galatians 2:4 – “But it was because 

of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ 

Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.” – These same guys showed up in Galatia 

 Galatians 2:5 – “But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel 

would remain with you.” – The battle for the gospel must be fought and won in each successive generation 

– liberalism – ecumenism - pragmatism 

 Galatians 2:6 – The fight can even involve “…those of high reputation (what they were makes no difference 

to me: God shows no partiality) – well, those who were of reputation contributed nothing to me.”  

 Galatians 2:7 – “James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas 

the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to  the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.” 
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 B. Peter and Paul – Galatians 2:11-21 
 

Galatians 2:11-13 – but we also see that division can even creep in among the leaders – “But when Cephas came to 

Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. For prior to the coming of certain men from 

James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing 

the party of the circumcision. The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was 

carried away by their hypocrisy.” – peer pressure – high school and college kids 

 

Peter never held it against him – 2 Peter 3:15 Peter refers to him as “…our beloved brother Paul…” and considered 

his writings on a par with “…the rest of the Scriptures…” 

 

Here is the heart of the issue – the doctrine of justification by faith: 

 Galatians 2:16 – “…nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through 

faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ 

and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.”  

 Later codified (56 A.D.) – Romans 3:28 – “…man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.” – Paul 

specifically applies this to Jews and Gentiles in the next two verses – “Or is God the God of Jews only? Is 

He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since indeed God who will justify the circumcised by 

faith and the uncircumcised through faith is one.” 

 

The difference? – How you interpret “justify” – “dikaiosune” – “justify, vindicate, treat as just, acquit, pronounce 

or treat as righteous, make or set free from” – it is a legal, forensic term pointing to a one time pronouncement, not 

an ongoing process – Romans 5:1-2 – “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we 

stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God.” 

 

The greatest cleavage in the history of the Christian Church occurs over this word – in the 16th century Greek 

Scholar Erasmus discovered discrepancies between the Latin Vulgate (translated by Jerome in Fourth century) and 

the original Greek New Testament – Luther picked up on this glaring mistranslation – Jerome changed 

“diakaisune” which means “to declare righteous” to the Latin verb justificare which means “to make righteous” – 

led to Catholic teaching that we are made righteous through good works – changed location from God’s courtroom 

to the Pope’s board room4 

 

This is why there can be no union of the Catholic Church with Protestant Church – Roman Catholic Church has 

never retracted this – The Council of Trent speaks clearly – their long string of anathemas contradict Scripture on 

every point – in essence they pronounced an anathema on Paul’s anathemas of Galatians 1:8-9!! – for instance: 

 Canon 9: If anyone says that the sinner is justified by faith alone, meaning that nothing else is required to 

cooperate in order to obtain the grace of justification, and that it is not in any way necessary that he be 

prepared and disposed by the action of his own will, let him be anathema. 

 Canon 24: If anyone says that the righteousness received is not preserved and also not increased before God 

through good works, but that those works are merely the fruits and signs of justification obtained, but not 

the cause of the increase, let him be anathema.
5
 

 

Justification – like the Englishman who bought a Rolls Royce – say the car will never, ever, ever break down – one 

day out on the road, it did – called Rolls Royce – flew mechanic out in a helicopter and fixed the car on the road! 

                                                 
4 James Montgomery Boice, Benjamin E. Sasse, eds., Here We Stand! A Call from Confessing Evangelicals to a 

Modern Reformation (1996, repr., Philipsburg, New Jersey: P&R Publishing, 2004), 122.  
5 H. J.  Schroder, trans., The Councils and Decrees of the Council of Trent (Rockford, Illinois: Tan Books and 

Publishers, Inc., 1978), 43-46. 
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Expected a hefty bill – never got it – called Rolls Royce again saying he wanted to pay his bill for the repair – they 

said, “We have no record of that car ever breaking down.”6 

 

 C. The bewitched Galatians – Galatians 3:1-5 
 

Galatians 3:1, 2 – “You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly 

portrayed as crucified? This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of 

the Law, or by hearing with faith?” – Further indication they had fallen for the lies of the false teachers – again in 

Galatians 3:3 – “Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?” 

 

Who has bewitched you? – Two forms of error: 

 Catholic error – Adding to justification by works – prescribed prayers, worship of icons and “saints” – 

religious rituals  

 Protestant error – taking away from the gospel – we’ve taken away the “good news” because no one 

believes there is any “bad news” – we’ve been told that God loves us unconditionally and accepts us just as 

we are – that means there is no need to flee from the guilt of our sin because we’re not that bad – the gospel 

becomes recast as inner contentment or happiness or “finding the new you” or achieving health and wealth 

– thousands of people in large evangelical churches across America have bought into a gospel of 

contentment and affluence – they’ve never said with Isaiah, “Woe is me for I am ruined! Because I am a 

man of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5) – they’ve never felt the penetrating gaze of Jesus and fallen down in front 

of him as Peter did when he exclaimed, “Go away from me Lord, for I am a sinful man.” (Luke 5:8) – 

they’ve never beat themselves on the chest in self-contrition and looking down at the ground through their 

tears proclaimed, “God, be merciful to me the sinner.” (Luke 18:13) – they’ve never listened to Jesus when 

He said, “Repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:15) – they’ve never said with David, “Wash me 

thoroughly from my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever 

before me. Against You, You only, I have sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so that You are 

justified when You speak and blameless when You judge.” (Psalm 51:2-4 – they have no clue that they are 

“separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of 

promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” (Ephesians 2:12) – they fail to realize that they are 

spiritually dead, that they’ve missed the mark of God’s righteousness by a million miles – they love the 

darkness of their unbelief because their deeds are evil,
7
 they harden their hearts against God,

8
 and they 

choose to obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.
9
 Thus, they deserve God’s judgment because of 

their choice to continue in sin.
10

 – WHO HAS BEWITCHED YOU? 

 

IV. A DOCTRINAL GOSPEL – Galatians 3:6-6:18 
 
 A. Law and righteousness – Galatians 3:6-29 
 

Galatians 3:6 – Paul reiterates foundational principle of all Scripture – “Even so Abraham believed God, and it was 

reckoned to him as righteousness.” – exact quote from Genesis 15:6 – also quoted in Romans 4:3 where the word 

for “credited” is used nine times in Romans 4 – it means to take something that belongs to someone and credit it to 

the account of someone else – it is a one-sided transaction – Jews had forgotten that the Old Testament also taught 

justification by faith! – faith = you can’t see what’s happening – like Jake Olson – one of the long snappers (kick-

offs and PATs) for USC – only appeared in three games – in 2017 opening game against Western Michigan he 

                                                 
6 David Platt, Follow Me: A Call to Die. A Call to Live., (Carol Stream, Illinois: Tyndale House, 2013), 61. 

 
7 John 3:19 
8 Hebrews 4:7 
9 Romans 2:8 
10 Romans 6:23; Galatians 6:7-8 
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snapped a perfect snap for a PAT – voted Pac-23 Special Teams Player of the Week - he’s blind! – told LA Times – 

“If you can’t see how God works things out, then I think you’re the blind one.”11 

 

The difference between the law and righteousness is striking: 

 The Law did not invalidate the promise of faith given to Abraham – Galatians 3:17 – “…the Law, which 

came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as 

to nullify the promise.” – God gave the promise first to Abraham – the Law came through Moses 645 years 

later – but the last reaffirmation of the Law given to Jacob occurred in 1875 B.C. – so the Law wasn’t given 

to Moses until 1445, 430 years later – so faith came first! 

 The Law couldn’t impart life – Galatians 3:21 

 The Law is only a tutor – never intended to save – Galatians 3:24, 25 – “…the Law has become our tutor to 

lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. But now that faith has come we no longer need a 

tutor.” 

 Galatians 3:28 – “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male 

nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

 

 B. Bondage and freedom – Galatians 4:1-6:18 
 

Galatians 4:4, 5 – “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under 

the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.” – so 

why would you return to the Law? 

 

Galatians 4:9 – “But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn 

back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?” – It’s 

futile! 

 

So we walk by the Spirit – we are free from the impact of the law – Galatians 5:1 – “It was for freedom that Christ 

set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.” – Galatians 5:3 – but if 

you want to live by the Law then you have an obligation to “…keep the whole Law” 

 

Galatians 5:7 – “You were running well…” – what happened? – They listened to the damning lies of the false 

teachers who told them they had to keep the Law – Galatians 5:12 – Paul’s violent reaction to these lies – “I wish 

that those who are troubling you would even mutilate themselves.” – Graphic picture of legalistic circumcision 

 

That’s why we walk by the Spirit – not the flesh – Galatians 5:16, 17 – “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will 

not carry out the desire of the flesh. For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; 

for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.” 

  

The difference is evident – Galatians 5:19-21 – deeds of the flesh – “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which 

are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, 

dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have 

forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.” – These will always 

follow false teachers  

 

Galatians 5:22, 23 – the fruit of the Spirit – “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” 

 

                                                 
11 Ray Hacke, “Faith Without Sight,” World Magazine, November 7, 2018, www.world.wng.org, accessed on 

11/17/18. 

http://www.world.wng.org/
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Gentle, closing touch – Paul is concerned about those caught up in the false teaching of the Judaizers – Galatians 

6:1, 2 – “Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of 

gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and 

thereby fulfill the law of Christ.”  

 

Those who know sound doctrine are to protect those “bewitched” by false teachers of the gospel 

 

Final warning – Galatians 6:11 – “See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand.” – CAPITAL 

LETTERS – Galatians 6:12-13 – “Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be 

circumcised, simply so that they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For those who are circumcised do 

not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised so that they may boast in your flesh.” 

 

Those who walk in the flesh get personal satisfaction and pride – but they also enjoy sucking others into their deceit 

– our job is to know the truth – and point it out to others caught up in error 

 

 

Bonhoeffer – “If you board the wrong train, it’s no use running along the corridor in the opposite direction.”12 

 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

1. What does our world perceive “the gospel” to mean? 

2. What is the “different gospel” Paul speaks about in Galatians 1:6? 

3. How did Paul receive the gospel according to Galatians 1:11, 12? 

4. Why did Paul confront Peter in Galatians 2:11, 12? 

5. How does Galatians 3:6 reflect the universal nature of the gospel? 

6. What is your understanding of the gospel? 

 

                                                 
12 Eric Metaxas, Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, 2010), 187.  

 


