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Course Description
War, what is it good for? Absolutely nothing! Is this necessarily true? Wars are brutal and horrific
events, but are they all necessarily the result of miscalculation, accident or fanaticism? Can war
serve a rational purpose? Are wars governed by rules and do states care about these rules? Are
some periods in history, particular parts of the world or certain types of states, more war prone
than others? What are tribal, ethnic, religious or national groups actually fighting over? Can their
conflicts be prevented, moderated or halted? What can we do about terrorism and insurgencies?
Have nuclear weapons changed the face of modern war? How do nuclear weapons work anyway?

This course seeks to answer these and other questions surrounding the phenomenon of war. The
core of the course seeks to introduce students to theories of war from within International Rela-
tions theory. We will utilize in-class presentations, debates, and discussion to get at some of the
most challenging questions surrounding war. Finally, we will examine several pressing issues re-
lating to modern warfare: the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, civil wars, genocide,
religiously motivated violence and terrorism.

Course Objectives
By the end of this course, students should be able to:

• Understand war’s causes, consequences, and processes;

• Be able to analyze and critique different explanations for these phenomena; and

• Employ the fundamentals of strategic interaction in your analysis.

Required Texts
There are no required texts for this class that you must purchase. All of the course readings are
articles or book excerpts that are available online/on the course website.

Course Policies
Please use the information below as a reference for how this class will be conducted. I would ask
that you review this information before contacting me with any questions.
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Grading Policy

• Mid-term Presentation (30%) - your midterm will consist of a brief (5min) in-class presentation
applying existing theories of war to a conflict of your choice. Your presentation will be
followed be 2 minutes of questions from the audience. More information will be provided
as we get closed to the date.

• Current Events Debate (30%) - you will be assigned to small groups where you will be as-
signed a contemporary “hotspot” and be given a side to defend concerning what actions, if
any, the international community should take. The goal of this assignment is to demonstrate
your ability to defend a policy position given what you know about conflict.

• Take-home Final (40%) - Essay topics will be provided at least two weeks in advance and stu-
dents may choose from a variety of potential essay questions. Essays must all be submitted
electronically and late papers will not be accepted without a legitimate and documented
excuse. Students are not expected to do outside research for the essays, but they are encour-
aged to draw upon primary sources or research provided by the instructor. Papers will be
roughly 5-7 pages in length.

Attendance Policy

You should attendance class because of a genuine curiosity about the course material, not because
of a mandate. I do not take or require attendance, nor will attendance have any direct bearing
on your grade. I recognize that school is hard, life is unpredictable, and competing life priorities
vary. However, attendance is important to learning. The course readings are a complement to
the lectures and in-class discussions, rather than the other way around. Attendance will have an
indirect impact on your grade insofar as it impacts your ability to learn the material.

E-mail Policy

I honor and respect boundaries around personal time, well-being, care taking, and rest. Should
you receive correspondence from me during a time that you’re engaging in any of the above,
please protect your time and wait to respond until you’re next working in front of a computer. On
my end, teaching this class is an important part of my job that I will give my full attention during
my work hours. At the same time, my work hours are not 24/7. Those are typically 8am-5pm on
weekdays. I do not expect you to do work for this course on the weekends, and I ask that the same
be expected of me. I am unlikely to respond to emails outside of those hours or on weekends.

All emails should abide by the following:

• Always use your university email address and communicate via the instructor’s university
email address. This ensures emails do not get lost in spam

• Identify the course name and number in the subject line

• Bold any dates or times

• Requests should be their own paragraph, rather than buried in a larger block of text

• Email signatures should include your first and last name as well as student ID number

• Keep it brief and direct, no need for pleasantries. While I appreciate humanizing education,
your email does not need to find me well
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• Do not read into or be made anxious by brief and direct replies. I try to minimize time spent
on emails, so assume I am reading and responding to any email from my phone.

Health

Finally, health (physical, mental, social) is always important, but especially now. I am going to
work on an honor system more than in the past. If you are unable to complete an assignment on
time, please let your GTA know before the due date. We will rely on you to be responsible in not
taking advantage of our trust. We won’t ask for justifications or notes, etc. Just let us know when
circumstances prevent you from being the student you wish to be. Please do not suffer in silence.
A variety of resources on and off campus are available to help you get better, or stay better. I
list some here in the syllabus. Others are available on the university website. If you have any
questions, please ask your GTA or myself. We will attempt to assist you or refer you to someone
who can.

As your professor, I value your health and well being. Audre Lorde once said, “Caring for myself
is not self-indulgence, it is self-preservation, and that is an act of political warfare.” Please see
your wellness has an act of power and perseverance. The core to your success. Hold each other
accountable. Hold me accountable. In order to succeed in my class, in college and beyond, you
must work hard and balance the work with rest, exercise and attention to your mental and physical
health.

Yes, I plan to challenge you. There will be rigorous reading, weekly writing assignments, and
concepts that will challenge your thinking. By the end of this class, I hope you will feel proud of
your growth and learning much like the marathoner feels accomplished by their triumphs across
the finish line.

However, this work cannot be at the expense of your well being. Working until exhaustion is NOT
a badge of honor; it shows that you are out of balance. As such, I plan to model well being as a
value in my class. There will be constant reminders about finding productive and healthy ways
to find silence, relax, breathe, meditate and seek peace. In that silence, we often find our greatest
inspiration and the space to think new, creative thoughts. Finally, I will encourage you to have
fun, celebrate, enjoy the small moments of college that are often your greatest memories. I will try
to bring that joy to you even when the stress of this semester starts to loom.

Academic Dishonesty Policy

Submitting any assignment in this course implies that you agree to the university’s policies as
listed in the Principles of Community and the Student Code of Conduct. Academic misconduct
includes (but is not limited to): using another person’s words as your own, asking someone else
to write any part of an assignment you submit as your own, failing to cite material from another
source, editing/rephrasing someone else’s words as your own. The Policy on Integrity of Scholar-
ship lists some of the standards by which you are expected to complete assignments in this course.
Students needing assistance may consult with the instructor or the teaching assistants. You are
encouraged to use authorized university writing resources. No other person or resource may be
used to assist you in writing any assignment without express permission from the instructor. Ex-
ceptions will be made for a disability or other personal need. Please consult with the instructor
if you are unclear about this policy or believe you need the assistance of other persons or online
resources. You may not use a tutor. You may not consult or collaborate with other students for
writing assignments. You may not refer to online grammar or translation sources such as Google
Translate or Grammarly (grammar is not graded).
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Diversity within the Classroom

The TA(s) and I are fully committed to creating a learning environment that supports diversity of
thought, perspectives, experiences, and identities. We urge each of you to contribute your unique
perspectives to discussions of course questions, themes, and materials so that we can learn from
them, and from each other. I want students to learn to see from each other’s points of view even
if they disagree with what each other say, and to learn to accept each other as fellow scholars.
Every person in this class will have an equal chance to speak and share their opinion with the
understanding that they must give each other the same respect and understanding. This class will
explore issues that may be contentious. I expect that all students treat each other with respect.
This means that all arguments in the class should be based on factual assertions as opposed to
demeaning insults. Finally, I will not tolerate the denigration of anyone in the class because of their
adopted or prescribed social, religious, political, ethnic, racial, gender-based or sexual identities.
If you should ever feel excluded, or unable to fully participate in class for any reason, please let
me know, or you may also submit anonymous written feedback to the Department of Political
Science’s Undergraduate Advisor.

Additional Learning Needs

Each of us has a different learning style, and I will do my best to accommodate diverse learning
needs in the class. If you need any kind of accommodation, please come talk to me as soon as you
can so we can arrange a style of learning that works for you. I also refer you to the university’s
Learning Needs Center for more information on resources that you can use to help you get the
most out of this class.

Students requesting accommodations for this course due to a disability must provide a current
Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter issued by the Office for Students with Disabilities
. Students are required to discuss accommodation arrangements with instructors and OSD liaisons
in the department well in advance of any exams.
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Class Schedule
I expect students to have read the assigned readings before class. This does not mean just skim-
ming reading, but engaging critically with the scholarship. In particular, look for passages that
you disagree with or that seem unclear to you, as these are likely ones that could benefit from
further discussion in class. I recommend that, if at all possible, students find a way to mark up the
articles or books as they are read to improve reading comprehension.

Course Overview

Week 1, September 5 : Trends in War

• Bear F. Braumoeller, Only the Dead: The Persistence of War in the Modern Age (Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 2019). preface and chapter 1

Week 2, September 12 : War and State Formation

• Charles Tilly, “War Making and State Making as Organized Crime,” in Bringing the State Back
In, eds. Peter Evans, Dietrich Rueschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol (Cambridge, UK: Cam-
bridge University Press, 1985): 169-186.

• Brian D. Taylor and Roxana Botea. “Tilly Tally: War-Making and State-Making in the Con-
temporary Third World,” International Studies Review, vol. 10, no. 1 (2008): 27-56.

History of Modern Warfare

Week 3, September 19 : Two World Wars

• Michael Howard, The First World War: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford, UK: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 2007). Chapter 1, 2, and 9

• P.M.H. Bell, The Origins of the Second World War in Europe, 3rd ed. (London: Longman, 2007).
Chapters 5-10

Week 4, September 26 : Cold War and Beyond

• Jervis, Robert. “Was the Cold War a Security Dilemma?” Journal of Cold War Studies 3 (Winter
2000): 39-60.

• Kalyvas, Stathis N., and Laia Balcells. 2010. “International System and Technologies of
Rebellion: How the End of the Cold War Shaped Internal Conflict.” American Political Science
Review 104(03): 415–29.

Theories of War

Week 5, October 3 : Rational Approaches

• James Fearon, “Rationalist Explanations for War,” International Organization, vol. 49, no. 3
(Summer 1995), pp 379-414

• R. Harrison Wagner, “Bargaining and War,” American Journal of Political Science, Vol. 44, No. 3
(2000): 469-484.

• Dan Reiter, “Exploring the Bargaining Model of War,” Perspectives on Politics, vol. 1, no. 1
(2003): 27-33.
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• Joslyn N. Barnhart et al., “The Suffragist Peace,” International Organization, vol. 74, no. 4
(2020): 633–70.

Week 6, October 10 : Bureaucratic and Organizational Approaches

• Allison, Graham T. 1969. “Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis”, American Po-
litical Science Review 69 (3): 689-718.

• Bendor, Jonathan, and Thomas H. Hammond. 1992. “Rethinking Allison’s Models,” Ameri-
can Political Science Review, 86(2): 301-22.

• Jack Snyder, “Civil-Military Relations and the Cult of the Offensive, 1914 and 1984,” Interna-
tional Security, vol.9, no.1 (Summer 1984), pp.108-146.

Week 7, October 17 : Psychological and Social-Psychological Approaches

• Rose McDermott. 2004. “Prospect Theory in Political Science: Gains and Loses From the
First Decade,” Political Psychology, 25(2): 289-312.

• Janice Gross Stein. 2017. “The Micro-Foundation of International Relations Theory: Psychol-
ogy and Behavioral Economics,” International Organization , 71(S1): S249-63.

• Jack S. Levy, “Misperception and the Causes of War,” World Politics, vol.36, no.1, January,
pp.76-99

Week 8, October 24 : Mid-term Presentations

Issue Areas

Week 9, October 31 : War and Economics

• Rosella Cappella Zielinski, Kaija E. Schilde, and Norrin Ripsman, “A Political Economy of
Global Security Approach,” Journal of Global Security Studies, 2020.

• Sapolsky, Harvey M., Eugene Gholz, and Caitlin Talmadge, U.S. Defense Politics: The Origin
of Security Policies, 2nd edition, New York: Routledge, 2014, Chapter 1, 2, and 5

Week 10, November 7 : WMD and Deterrence

• Sagan, Scott, and Kenneth Waltz. The Spread of Nuclear Weapons: A Debate Renewed, 3rd
Edition. New York: WW Norton and Company, 2012. Chapters 1-2.

• Roundtable: “The Meaning of the Nuclear Revolution 30 Years Later.” Read Nina Tan-
newald, Charles Glaser. TNSR https://tnsr.org/roundtable/book-review-roundtable-the-meaning-of-the-nuclear-revolution-30-years-later/.

• Scott D. Sagan, “Why Do States Build Nuclear Weapons?: Three Models in Search of a
Bomb,” International Security 21:3 (Winter 1996/97), pp.54-86.

• Nina Tannenwald, “The Nuclear Taboo: The United States and the Normative Basis of Nu-
clear Non-Use,” International Organization, Vol. 53, No. 3, 1999, pp. 433–468.

Week 11, November 14 : Alliances

• Patricia Weitsman, Dangerous Alliances (Stanford UP, 2004), “Introduction” (pp. 1-10)

• Leeds, Brett Ashley. “Do Alliances Deter Aggression? The Influence of Military Alliances
on The Initiation of Militarized Interstate Disputes.” American Journal of Political Science 47.3
(2003): 427-439.
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• Mancur Olson and Richard Zeckhauser, “An Economic Theory of Alliances,” The Review of
Economics and Statistics 48, no. 3 (August 1966), pp. 266-279.

• Morrow, James D. “Alliances and Asymmetry: An Alternative to The Capability Aggrega-
tion Model of Alliances.” American Journal of Political Science (1991): 904-933.

Week 12, November 21 : Small Wars/Civil War/Counter Insurgency

• Cunningham, Kathleen Gallagher. 2013. “Actor Fragmentation and Civil War Bargaining:
How Internal Divisions Generate Civil Conflict.” American Journal of Political Science 57(3):
659–72.

• Kydd, Andrew H., and Barbara F. Walter. “The Strategies of Terrorism.” International Security
31, no. 1 (2006): 49-80.

• Lyall, Jason, and Isaiah Wilson III. “Rage Against the Machines: Explaining Outcomes in
Counterinsurgency Wars.” International Organization (2009): 67-106.

Week 3, September 19 : Current Events Debate

Future of Security

Week 14, December 5 : New and Necessary Conceptions of Security

• Homer-Dixon, Thomas F. “On the Threshold: Environmental Changes as Causes of Acute
Conflict.” International Security, vol. 16, no. 2, 1991, pp. 76–116.

• Fazal, Tanisha M. “Health Diplomacy in Pandemical Times.” International Organization (2020):
1-20.

• Kelebogile Zvobgo and Meredith Loken, “Why Race Matters in International Relations,”
Foreign Policy, June 19, 2020.

• Jones, Branwen Gruffydd. “Race in the Ontology of International Order.” Political Studies
56.4 (2008): 907-927

Week 15, December 12 : Future of War

• Hegre, Håvard, Joakim Karlsen, Håvard Mokleiv Nygård, Håvard Strand, and Henrik Urdal.
2012. “Predicting Armed Conflict, 2010–2050.” International Studies Quarterly: 250–70.

• Elizabeth N. Saunders. 2009. “Transformative Choices: Leaders and the Origins of Interven-
tion Strategy,” International Security, 34(2): 119-61.

• Horowitz, Michael C. “Do Emerging Military Technologies Matter for International Poli-
tics?” Annual Review of Political Science 23 (2020): 385-400.

Take-home Final Paper
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