
“A Confessing Community: Studies in the Sola 5 Confession of Faith” 

Lesson 42: The Sola 5 Confession of Faith 9.2–9.3 

Civil government is an institution separate from the church; it has no mandate to prescribe the doctrines 
and practices of any church, or to coerce its citizens into following one religion or another, or to prevent its 

citizens from practising religion (Matthew 5:43–47; 18:15–17; Acts 4:19; 1 Corinthians 5:9–13; Romans 
13:3–4). Although the church has no institutional connection with the civil government, believers have a 
prophetic responsibility to remind the government of its accountability to God and of those principles of 
justice which accord with the will of God revealed in Scripture and in the human conscience (Psalms 2; 

146:7–9; Proverbs 31:8–9; Revelation 18). 

God has commanded Christians, within the limits of obedience to God, to submit to their rulers, to 
participate in the life of their society, and to promote the well-being of their fellow-citizens (Jeremiah 

29:4–7; Matthew 5:38–47; Acts 4:19; 1 Thessalonians 4:11–12; 1 Peter 2:13–25). 

(Sola 5 Confession 9.2–9.3) 

Last week, we introduced the biblical teaching on civil government. Today, we delve into the Bible’s 
teaching on this subject in a little more detail and try to be very practical. 

The separation of church and state has always been a distinctive of Baptist churches. Unfortunately, this 
teaching has come to be misunderstood over the years. The Confession seeks to correct this 
misunderstanding: Civil government is an institution separate from the church; it has no mandate to 
prescribe the doctrines and practices of any church, or to coerce its citizens into following one religion or 
another, or to prevent its citizens from practising religion. 

Carefully consider the affirmation above and comment on how the various supplied texts support the 
affirmation. Then think through the practical questions follow. 

Matthew 5:43–47:   

  

  

Matthew 18:15–17:   

  

  

Acts 4:19–20:   

  

  

1 Corinthians 5:9–13:   

  

  

Romans 13:3–4:   

  

  

If we take the various texts together, we arrive at a solid conclusion: God has given to the church a particular 
sphere of authority and to the state a different sphere of authority. Each institution must operate within 
its own sphere of authority and must not interfere in the others’ sphere of authority. This is the proper 
understanding of separation of church and state. 

Churches are often quick to complain when the state seeks to interfere with its sphere of authority by 
mandating what the church can teach or how Christian churches should practice their religion. However, 
we must realise that it goes both ways. What is the proper response of the church in the following 
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situations? (We will limit the situations to two for the sake of time, but these two scenarios show both sides 
of the state-church coin.) 

The government outlaws corporate punishment in the home.   

  

  

A church member is accused of sexual abuse against a minor in the church.   

  

  

What implications does the separation of church and state carry with regard to Christians running for 
political office?   

  

  

The Confession continues: Although the church has no institutional connection with the civil government, 
believers have a prophetic responsibility to remind the government of its accountability to God and of 
those principles of justice which accord with the will of God revealed in Scripture and in the human 
conscience. Consider the supplied texts and then answer the following questions. 

Should Christians be concerned about social justice?   

  

  

Why should Christians speak to matters of justice when they see government failing?   

  

  

What might the church’s prophetic responsibility look like in this regard?   

  

  

If the church has a prophetic responsibility, when has the church crossed the line in “being political”?   

  

  

  

The Confession concludes: God has commanded Christians, within the limits of obedience to God, to submit 
to their rulers, to participate in the life of their society, and to promote the well-being of their fellow-
citizens. 

We have already considered in our last study and above what this looks like practically. How do we know, 
however, when the limits of obedience to God have been exceeded? In other words, how do we know 
when “civil disobedience” is justified?   

  

  

  

  


