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President's Report

Spring is here and the winter of 2015 is finally

over. And what a winter it was, lots of snow, huge winds

and extremely cold temperatures that held on for most of

January, February and March. For those of us that lived

through this, at one point we thought the ice and snow

would be around till June! But a week of warm weather

in April made the difference, the snow disappeared and

the ice was officially declared out on April 27th. Even

with all the cold weather last winter it was not a good

year for ice, various holes were drilled in April and even

though we had over 28” of ice it was not good quality.

With spring comes the opening of the cottages and

spring cleaning. On the weekends we see more lights

around the lake as residents get ready for summer.

Speaking of spring clean up, our Annual Adopt-a-

Highway will take place on Saturday May 23rd. Check

out the article in this edition of our Newsletter.

Although your Association does not meet in the

winter months, your board is still busy getting ready for

the upcoming summer. We have a number of our standing committees that are active

all year long, one being our Water Committee, check out their article in this edition.

As reported last year, the Lake George Habitat and the Lake George Family

Campground have entered into a working relationship that saw three members of our

board join the Campground board. We are very pleased that the Campground has

offered their location for events we host as an Association. This year we will hold our

Annual General Meeting on Saturday July 11 th at the Lake George Family

campground (PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE). This is your opportunity to hear
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what your Association is working on and give your suggestions and comments on how

we are doing representing the interests for the residents of Lake George.

Hopefully we will not have an

event like Hurricane Arthur interfere

with the meeting this year. If you can

remember last year, we had to run

the meeting with a generator and

many who usually attend our meeting

could not get there because of the

storm damage. This year’s meeting

will begin at 9:00 and run until 1 1 :00

followed by a hot dog barbecue.

Our Annual Lobster in the park

will also be held at the campground

on Friday August 14th, we will have

more details to follow.

Last year the Lake George Board held a joint meeting with the Harvey Lake

Association Board to discuss areas where we may work together for the benefit of our

memberships. I am pleased to announce we have decided to continue with this and

will be holding another joint meeting in July.

Your Board is here to work on your behalf, we certainly appreciate input on how

we are doing and suggestions on projects or issues we should be looking at as a

Board.

Stuart Blair - President LGHPI

Merchandise Sale

We will be holding a spring clearance sale on some of our Lake George

merchandise, mainly some odd sizes and goods that we want to clear to make room

for newer merchandise. Check out our Facebook page or watch for an email listing all

the merchandise on sale towards the end of May. We still have a limited supply of our

2015 Lake George Calendars available, now only $10. Contact one of our directors or

drop in to Covey Basics at 896 Prospect Street.
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Membership and Communications Committee Report

Talk about a long, cold and snow filled winter …. Actually most of us want to

forget about it rather than talk about it! !

No matter the area or community in which we live each of our Lake George

residents have experienced colds, flu, family illness, surgery, -- some situations are

short lived while others are on more serious notes. There are many who have lost

loved ones and/or who are experiencing serious and ongoing illness.

From your Lake George Habitat Board and from your fellow LGHPI members I

express our sincere thoughts, prayers and encouragement for better days ahead.

Summer of 2015 awaits. We continue to ask each member to invite neighbors and

family members to join our association.

Membership Dues of $10 may be paid at any time for the 2015-2016 season. While the
benefits of membership are numerous, the one I see as very important is the strength
in numbers. Should a critical situation occur that would be detrimental to the
wellbeing of Lake George, a solid foundation in membership places your Board in a
position of meeting such challenges with a collective and positive approach to resolve
any pressures.

Adopt-a-Highway

May 23, 2015 is the date for our 6th
highway clean up. This annual coming
together not only is a means to show our
responsibility to the environment but also is a
great way to start the summer season off in
fellowship and laughter catching up with folks
following the winter months.

The previous 5 years have proven to be
hugely successful with a great turnout by
lakers of all ages. We encourage family
involvement – moms, dads, children,
grandparents and grandchildren… there is
something for everyone to help with.

A few helpful hints for the clean-up: dress
in layers – the 9 a.m. commencement is often
on the cool side but we soon warm up as the
morning progresses; bright coloured clothing is
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recommended for visibility purposes to oncoming vehicles; comfortable, warm, water
resistant footwear is essential; work gloves are recommended; we suggest that dogs
be left at home for safety reasons.

Questions may be directed to Emily Haswell 459-4833 or Lynne Horsnell 461 -4518

Summer in our neck of the woods is short but oh so beautiful. Let’s each do our part
to keep ourselves and others around us safe. HAPPY SUMMER, EVERYONE!

Lynne Horsnell, Member at Large

History Flash Back!

For two summers we were fortunate to have students work for the LGHPI
gathering history of Lake George. Part of their task was to interview long time
residents of the Lake to capture their memories of the times at Lake George. We
would like to share some of these interviews in our newsletters. We hope you enjoy a
little flash from the past as seen by fellow Lake George residents.

Lake George Habitat Preservation
Andrea Bell Interview with Peter Pheeney
July 27th, 2011

Andrea Bell: How long have you been coming to
the lake?

Peter Pheeney: I was born in Montreal and my dad
had family in McAdam, and his sister had a place
here on the lake. So we used to come down for
family obligations and we stayed several weeks
through the summer. I started coming here in
about 1950. We would drive here and we always
had to stop in McAdam first to visit all the
relatives. So after about 15 hours in the car we
just couldn’t wait to get to the lake. It was an
excursion to come from Montreal but I spent every
summer here from 1950 onward. So Lake George
has always been our summer place and ultimately coming back and the lake has
always been dear to my heart. Then about three years ago we tore down the camp and
built this house so we’re here permanently now. This is home.

AB: Coming here as a young child and growing up around the lake during the summer
months what are some of your fondest memories?

PP: Well it was the fifties, so it was an innocent time. The kids wandered around and
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nobody worried like they do now. There were kids that didn’t know each other coming
from all over to their home during the summer and by the end of the first day you all
knew each other. There were pickup softball games in the fields and there were
always movies. I think the first Elvis movie I ever saw was Jailhouse Rock, and that
was at the canteen on the screen out behind. The canteen was really the centre of life

here; it was where you went for everything you’d
forgotten to bring with you when you were packing to
come to the lake. You didn’t run to Fredericton like you
do today. The big event that I really remember was the
ice boxes, we didn’t have refrigerators, and the exciting
thing was when the ice wagon came on Saturday
mornings because he would come down the shore with
his horses. We used to go out and ride on the back and
the real treat was that he would cut off a piece from the
ice block when he was cutting it to put in the ice box and
of course it was covered in saw dust and dirt; well that
was better than any popsicle you could buy. This was our
real treat on a hot summer day. I just remember it being a
very innocent time. We used to all hang out together and
go swimming over on sandy beach. We used to come

down here to this shore as kids and find arrowheads on the beach. It was quite an
excursion to go through the woods to find the old cemetery. It was just forest at that
time, there was nothing there and of course see the old tombstone of George, John
McGeorge? George McGeorge? To find his gravestone was always a treat.

AB: You mentioned the gravestone of John McGeorge. Do you remember when you
heard the story?

PP: I can remember hearing the story from my dad and his contemporaries and so
that’s why it was such a treat to come down and find the gravestone. I guess the story
was always about this renegade savage that tried to steal a horse and there was an
altercation and John was shot. Another part of the story that I think has been
embellished over time was that the Indian jumped the Pokiok falls on the horse
because the militia from Fredericton was chasing him but they had captured him. So
that’s kind of been the story forever and ever that I’d heard. There was the McGeorge
homestead in behind here and there is an old foundation back in the woods here that
would have been one of the original homes.

AB: Can you think of any significant events that took place during your time at the
lake?

PP: Well the movies were always a big deal and everyone looked forward to those. I
would say all the memories were special. One of my most vivid memories was at the
camp, they had a screened in porch and I was allowed to sleep in the screened in
porch. The fresh air and being near the water is so vivid. We have a porch on this
house now. (laughs)
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Poem on Lake George
By

Anthony Thompson McMurray
(Born 04-08-1856 - Died Aged 21 years)

It was the middle of May, one fine summer’s day
An emigrant left his loved home,
With a light heart from his friends he did part,
Wild America for to roam.

He left his fair shore to see it no more
And away he went over the sea.
He waved his hand as he left the fair land,
Where his heart was once so free.

Day after day, till a month passed away.
Neither mountain nor hill could he see,
Then came at last the thought of the past,
How lonely his comrades would be.

Just then came a cry that opened his eyes,
North America is in sight.
Up with a strong mind a farm for to fmd,
And with a heart gentle and light.

He stepped out on shore, was on land once more.
For tired he was of the ocean.
He looked to the right, at the forest in sight,
With his heart pulsing wild with emotion.

There was no one he knew so he got a canoe,
And away he went swiftly on.
He rowed all day and at night he lay
On the bank of the river St. John.

And up in the morning just at the sun's warming,
And then he went into the wood.
Till he came to a lake, and there for his sake,
He partook with a little of food.

He put up a camp, to put off the damp
And shelter him from the wild cold.
He layed down to sleep with a log to his feet,
And his arm round his musket enfold.

The Indians then came to find out his name,
And to see which tribe he was from.
He welcomed them all and at night fall
He invited them all for to come.

Day after day till a year passed away,
And his comrades then followed his trail.
Each brought him his wife, the joy of his life,
To live on the mountain or vale.

Just then came a season; I know not the reason,
Ail light to them seemed to have fled,
Their leader was shot not dead on the spot,
But soon he was named with the dead.

He was shot by a Redman as foe to the dead man,
The reason why no one could tell.
Then came the sorrow the thought of the morrow
That no longer here they might dwell.

The Indian then fled when they found he was dead,
But soon he was pursued.
They sought in vain till they came again,
And another search renewed.

They brought no tidings of where he was hiding,
Nor anyone of the vile crew.
Although they were bold the weather was so cold
They could no longer pursue.

Year after year till away went the fear
Of Indian, wolf, and bear.
They ploughed and they sowed, they reaped and
they mowed,
Each one of them doing his share.

Some stones they did find so they made up their
mind,
Some value in them they would unfold.
Professors then came to fmd out the name.
That was antimony, silver, and gold.

An engine they bought and house pumps they
brought,
To hoist up the water and ore.
And up to this day they are working away
Great riches to gain with store.

So now I must end for this rhyme did lend
From Scotland unto Lake George.
And now we must thank the man so frank,
Whose name is John McGeorge.

August, 1874
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Water Quality Committee Report May 2015

Spring at last! Hello all. Your Water Committee continues to work collecting
data for various water parameters of the Lake and studying matters of concern in and
around the Lake as they arise. Now that the ice is off the Lake we are getting ready
to start the Lake readings again this year. These include dissolved oxygen,
conductivity, temperature, pH, and clarity (Secchi). We would still love to have others
involved in this data collection and training and assistance would be provided. Just a
boat and driver would also be a huge help.

As you may recall from last fall’s newsletter, we told you that we would be
leaving the “data logger” (which measures the water temperature and the water levels

in the Lake) installed through the
winter. We did but some
problems have developed (it does
not appear to be related to the
freezing as the issue started just
before freeze-up last fall). While
the temperature readings are
fine, the depth readings are
jumping around and not giving us
accurate information. The water
is a little deep and cold to
investigate the unit at this time,
but a quick look at it on May 2nd
suggested it may have become
dislodged from its mooring. We
will be either reinstalling it or

getting it fixed this spring so we have accurate water level readings again this year.
The latest readings (with some adjustments) up to May are on the website.

As many people heard in the news this winter, it was reported that the Province
of New Brunswick has applied to have a number of lakes opened up to ice fishing and
Lake George was on the list drawn up by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR).
This has raised a number of questions among Lake George residents and property
owners. On your behalf, we contacted DNR and here is what we were told:

• The Province has been getting a number of inquiries from the public to make
more lakes available for ice fishing.

• There were a number of criteria the Province used in making their selection of
which lakes to consider such as public access, sustainable fish populations,
and proximity to urban centres, to name a few, and Lake George met their
criteria. Waters that are eventually identified for ice fishing may be stocked if
conditions warrant and the water body is suitable.

cont'd on pg.8
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• Currently DNR does not have the authority to open more lakes for ice fishing
without the approval of the Federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans
(DFO), so DNR has applied to DFO to make the required amendment to the
Fisheries Act to allow DNR to independently determine what, if any, waters
can be opened up to ice fishing.

• In their request for this amendment, DNR was required to provide a list of the
lakes that might be under consideration and Lake George was on that list.

• According to DNR this does not mean that the lakes on the list will
automatically be opened up once DFO makes the amendments to the Fisheries
Act, but if and when the Act is amended, the decision on whether or not to
open a water body to ice fishing will be in the hands of Provincial officials
without requiring additional Federal oversight.

• DNR indicated that the regulatory process is very slow and it may be years
before the Fisheries Act is amended, if it ever is, to allow this process to
proceed.

• DNR officials assured LGHPI that they would be happy to meet with our Board
to discuss this before any decisions are made by the Province.

• Your Board will continue to track this item and provide you with any updates
and we will seek the opinion of our membership on this matter if it does get to
a stage where the Lake might be opened up for ice fishing.

Investigating this issue and getting you
answers is part of what Lake George Habitat
Preservation Inc does on your behalf. It is why
we have an association. When we contacted
DNR and introduced ourselves they indicated
that they very much want to cooperate with
Lake associations and were very forthcoming
with information. Please remember this when
you are asked to renew or purchase a new
membership for 2015/2016. The more members

we have, the stronger our voice and more representative we are.

As previously discussed we hired a terrestrial biologist last fall to conduct a
preliminary ecological survey of some of the wetlands that surround our Lake and the
Lake outlet. The purpose of such a survey was to develop a list of plant species in the
wetlands around the Lake, with particular emphasis on rare species, and especially
invasive species that could hurt or even destroy our wetlands. The reason we selected
these areas is that wetlands are the most ecologically diverse component of our nature
landscape and have the highest variety of plant species. They are also the most
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susceptible to negative effects from invasive plant species and other impacts. The
preliminary work was done in the fall and a detailed survey of these areas will be
conducted in late June or early July this year, when most plants are in bloom and easily
identified. We will report the results of this survey to you when it is complete.
Thanks all! Please don’t hesitate to contact us either through our web site or your
location zone representative if you have any questions or comments.

See you on the Lake! The Water Committee

Ad from June Harvey Lions News

Welcome to spring! ! ! We thought it would never come but

thankfully it has arrived. A Happy Father’s Day to all you Dads out

there and a belated Happy Mother’s Day to the Moms. As we start coming out of our

hibernation, open up our camps, and look forward to the warm summer season, we at

Lake George Habitat Preservation Inc (LGHPI) thought we would send out a big hello

to everyone and remind you of the events we have planned for this year.

Adopt-A-highway: By the time you read this we will have completed our 6th Adopt-

A-highway clean-up program along the various highways and bi-ways around the lake.

Despite what we are doing (climbing in and out of ditches picking up garbage) we

always have a good time. Thanks go to all the participants but especially the

organizers (Lynne and Emily), the Mick Mack trailer park for allowing us to use their

lodge as a meeting place, and a big thank you this year to the folks at Trius for picking

up our garbage when we’re all done. This event would not be the success that it is

without your help.

Ice out contest: We had another successful ice out contest this year with over 30
entries! The winner will be announced at the Annual General Meeting.

Annual General Meeting: Speaking of which, we would like to remind our members
that the Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on Saturday, July 11 , from 9-11 in

the morning. The meeting will be on the beach at Lake George Campground this

year! We will have a tent and chairs for your comfort. In addition to various

presentations of our group’s activities, we will be selling memberships, have a wide

array of merchandise for sale, and a variety of information about the lake and our

associations activities. Please try to make this important event!

Lobster in the Park: We are once again holding our very popular Lobster in the Park
event this year. It will take place on Friday, August 14, with food being served from 4-

6 and diners are welcome to stay after this time for socializing and great

conversation! Once again, the event will be held at the Lake George Campground. A

plate with a 1 ½ lbs. lobster plus all the fixin` s are $20.00, or for the landlubbers, a

chicken plate will also be available for $15.00. There will also be hot dogs and potato

chips available. Please contact your zone representative for tickets or call 506-461 -

4518.
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Calendar: We are still looking for submissions for the 2016 LGHPI calendar. We are
thinking about a historical theme for next year so please send your photos along. We

do need relatively high quality photos to allow for blowing them up, and yes, the

decades of the 70` s and 80` s are now considered ` historical` .

Plus: Please feel free to check out our web site (http://www.lakegeorgehpi.ca/) and
Facebook site for a wide variety of information about the Lake, our association` s

activities, reports, water readings, etc, etc. Speaking of water readings, the water

quality readings and other measurements we take will, of course, continue this year.

Also, our Newsletters will be sent out to our members, but are also available on our

web site.

We will be embarking on a membership drive this year. Even though our membership

numbers are good, the more signed-up members we have the stronger our collective

voice, and the better we can represent your interests! Please make sure you renew or

purchase a new membership from your zone rep or at the AGM.

`Whew` ` , I think that` s enough for now. Have a very happy and safe summer season

everyone. Hope to see you on the water, but just as importantly hope to see you at the

Annual General Meeting and all our events!

Calendar 2016

Good! Better! Best!
Each year the quality of the photographs

submitted for the LGHPI Calendar improves. With
spring in full bloom and summer soon to follow, it
is time to think about the 2016 calendar.
The deadline for submitting your photos is August
30th. Please forward photos to Teresa Cleghorn at cleghornteresa@gmail.com

We are thinking that there should be some interesting winter shots this year.

Calendar orders and sales:
Each year we hear of many people who did not know about the calendar or did

not get one ordered. We need you to help get the word out! To avoid disappointment,
order one soon from your zone director or Hal Mersereau at hjmers@gmail.com. The
price remains at $15.00

LGHPI Facebook

If you have not joined our Facebook page you are missing out on some great
shots of Lake George submitted by many of our members. This is a great way to see
the lake for all 4 seasons and to find out what is going on around the lake. Just search
for Lake George Habitat Preservation and ask to join.
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Do you need us? . . . . The lake needs both of us.

The quality of our lake water continues to be excellent. The #1 priority of our
association is to monitor influences in the watershed that impact water quality. We do
this through a volunteer water quality monitoring program.

Over the last two years we have monitored water levels through the use of an
underwater probe.

This summer we have contracted a company to do a “terrestrial survey“ which will
give us a more complete understanding of the vegetation and plant life in and around
the lake. This would benefit in the identification of “invasive plant species”.

Our association is working with DNR to determine the state of our fish population.

A recent initiative of the LGHPI is the establishment of a partnership with the Harvey
Improvement Association which operates the Lake George Family Park. . We hope
through this partnership that improvements and upgrades can be made in this very
beautiful area of the lake.

We participate in several programs like the Highway Cleanup, Lobster in the Park, a
history project, a signage program, the calendar project and merchandise sales, all of
which promote a strong community and pride in that community.

Our newsletter (Lake George Reflections), our website www.lakegeorgehpi.ca and
Facebook page all communicate our activities with our membership and the Lake
George community.

We encourage property owners and adult children of property owners to support the
work of the Lake George Habitat Preservation Inc, by renewing your membership or
by becoming a first time member.

The membership fee remains at $10.00/year

Thank You!




