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T
he guy, said to be 
the driver to a boss 
of a Lagos radio sta-
tion, was invited 
to the studio that 

morning by the live show 
anchor, Jimi Disu, to narrate 
his experience searching 
for Lake Rice, which-four 
days to Christmas- the La-
gos State Government had 
announced would be avail-
able for sale at N13,000 to 
Lagosians across 15 centres. 
The long and short of his 
story was: he found no Lake 
Rice – the brand name for the 
rice made in KEbbi State for 
LAgos State. Truth, though, 
is: the guy went a day earlier 
(21 December) than when 
the rice was earmarked to be 
on sale at those centres. 

There was one other fel-
low who made public on 
Twitter his search for Lake 
Rice (Whole Grain Rice) 
tagged by one @lakericeNIG 
(who has also set up a domain 
name with lakerice and now 
offered for sale) as  “the first 
local rice brand with interna-
tional quality”. His name and 
Twitter handle are the same: 
Moberry. “Fun 2Be With 
Husband & Dad, God, Family, 
#ManUtd in that order.” 

In a three-part tweet, on 
22 December, he lamented: 
Been at d Odogunyan farm 
settlement 2buy #LakeRice 
since 8am up till nw, endless 
hrs of waiting, no sign of d 
rice (4:36pm). 1/2: In 2day’s 
age of tech, I wld expct a 
simpler process, nt wat we 
r being put thru in dis hot 
sun. All d same kudos 4 in-
genuity (4:44pm) .1/3 We r 
leaving without d rice now 
cos d laptop used 4 paymt 
confirmation shutdown for 
lack of power. (6:00pm).

He was back there the 
next day (23 December).

At 9:40am, he tweeted: 
My quest for #LakeRice be-
gins again today. Pray for 

me...the crowd is massive. 
In the tweet, he mentioned, 
amongst others, the Lagos 
State Governor, Akinwunmi 
Ambode (@AkinwunmiAm-
bode). But, it was someone 
else (not mentioned), who 
responded: I am praying for 
you o. That person: Yeni 
Anikulapo-Kuti, daughter 
of the legendary Afro Beat 
musician, Fela. 

Whatever prayer @Yeni-
Kuti said sure was answered. 
Or, how else  would you 
interpret Moberry’s tweet, 
at 7:46pm -  that’s about 10 
hours after his first tweet - 
Praise d Lord! After 2days 
of struggle my #LakeRice is 
here….

Alleluia.
What’s plastic about the 

rice?
It is strange that the search 

for Lake Rice didn’t extend to 
Google. 

It was another kind of 
rice that was hot on Google 
search on Wednesday, 21 De-
cember, with 2,000+ search-
es: plastic rice. 

It was that day that Ni-
geria’s Health Minister Prof 
Isaac Adewole debunked the 
claim by the Federal Opera-

tions Unit (FOU) of the Nige-
ria Customs Service (NCS), in 
Ikeja, capital of Lagos State, 
that a consignment of 102 
bags of rice it had intercepted 
somewhere in the area was 
“plastic rice.” 

For those who would rath-
er wait for the verdict of the 
National Agency for Food 
and Drug Administration on 
the plastic rice, the jolly (jollof 
rice on our minds?) news is 
that the agency has also said 
there was nothing plastic 
about the said rice. Rather, it 
said that the seized rice was 
“contaminated with micro-
organisms…unwholesome 
for human consumption….
and would be destroyed 
upon being handed over by 
the Nigeria Customs Service.”

Have some patience, dear 
reader. We need, at this 
juncture, to bring in BBC 
Correspondent, Martin Pa-
tience. While this plastic 
rice sage unfolded, a video 
circulated through Nigeria’s 
WhatsApp-ratti  showing Pa-
tience authoritatively saying 
“Whoever made (this fake 
rice)  did an exceptionally 
good job – on first impres-
sion it would have fooled 
me. When I ran the grains 
through my fingers nothing 
felt out of the ordinary. But 
when I smelt a handful of the 
rice, there was a faint chemi-
cal odour.” Ooh-la-la. 

Give it to Patience for car-
rying out an independent 
check – and Sniff Test - on 
this “fake” rice but, would 
his report now be catego-
rised as Fake News? (If you 
want to watch the video, 
you may go here: http://
www.bbc.com/news/world-
africa-38391998).

Eko for Show
It is not for nothing that 

Lagos is called “Eko for Show.” 
Even as other states such 

as Anambra, Enugu and Eb-
onyi, have produced massive 
tonnes rice with their own 
milling facilities, Lagos ended 

The crazy race for a new ‘local rice’ and 
the final word on a purported fake rice

LOLU LUSI

Matters Aricing

Lake Jollof Rice: By the expressions on the faces of Govs Bagudu (left) and Ambode, can 
you determine whether it’s yummy or not?

up taking the shine off them.
Lagos Governor Ambode 

even got his Kebbi State 
counterpart, Atiku Bagudu, 
to come to Lagos for photo-
ops on the “official unveiling” 
of the Lake Rice.  

Oh well, there is at least 
something that must be ac-
knowledged about Lake Rice: 
that Nigerian States can col-
laborate based on their com-
parative advantages. You 
can, therefore, appreciate 

In July 2016, the Special 
Adviser to Governor Am-
bode on Food Security, Mr 
Sanni Okanlawon, reported-
ly said that the arrangement 
between Lagos and Kebbi 
was that the latter would pro-
duce rice paddy while Lagos 
would mill at its “2.5 metric 
tonne-capacity milling plant 
in Imota.” He said confidently 
then: “In the next six months, 
we will have Lagos-Kebbi 
rice in the market, which we 

President Muhammadu Bu-
hari’s tweets on 23 Decem-
ber: “I’m proud of the success-
ful agricultural partnership 
between Lagos and Kebbi 
States, which has produced 
LAKE (Lagos-Kebbi) Rice…. I 
urge other State Govts to rep-
licate the laudable example 
of LAKE Rice, not only in 
rice but also in other staple 
crops, and dairy products.” 
The Lagos-Kebbi arrange-
ment actually 

Splendid.
But…in a few months, pre-

cisely, 17 April 2017, it will 
be Easter; yet another rice-
feasting period. 

It certainly would not be 
fun for the Moberrys of Lagos 
to abandon everything else 
in pursuit of bags of rice. 

have branded ‘Lake Rice’.” He 
noted that there were some 
“technical problems” at the 
milling plant, but that “the 
challenge is being attended 
to and the plant would be up 
and running soon.”

Clearly, that challenge 
remains. 

At least someone had 
the presence of mind that 
the promise that Lake Rice 
“would be available in six 
months” must be fulfilled, but 
next time, let there not be a 
scramble. 

Which means that what-
ever needs to be done for the 
Imota Rice Mill to be “up and 
running” must be done, so 
that no one would organise 
a prayer vigil to Make Lake 
Rice Available. 

Behold, a new thing: Govs Ambode (left) and Bagudu present “Lake Rice Whole Grain 
Rice 100% Natural” to the world.

Screen grab of BBC video with Martin Patience carrying out a Rice Sniff Test. 
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6 lucrative businesses 
Nigerians can do in 2017

N
igerians enter 2017 to-
day with high expecta-
tions, resolutions and 
top targets. No one con-
templates repeating the 

mistakes and missteps of 2016, which 
was full of confusion and indecision.

The out-gone year was, perhaps, 
the most challenging period in the his-
tory of Nigerian businesses because it 
was characterised by policy flip-flops 
and poor market cohesion.

In spite of 2016 challenges, one 
word stands tall in 2017: Opportunity.

This year, like other years gone by, 
presents a number of opportunities as 
well as challenges.

Some businesses are bound to 
struggle while others will thrive. 
Some might die while many would 
still be birthed. However, Nigerians 
are encouraged to tap into a number 
of opportunities that abound locally. 
Importation is highly discouraged 
this year owing to the persisting dol-
lar crunch and the possibility that the 
present administration will put more 
policies in place to discourage dollar 
outflows and import.

Donald Todrin, CEO of Second 
Wind Consultants, a debt workout 
and turnaround consultant firm in the 
United States, said in a period of reces-
sion many people, especially business 
owners, are bound to panic.

“But there’s an alternative to pan-
icking. We are confronting change, 
and change is an opportunity for 
advances. Now you have the choice 
to take advantage of change or allow 
yourself to be buried by it,” Todrin said.

In its characteristic manner, there-
fore, BDSUNDAY has sought out 
profitable and sustainable businesses 
Nigerians can do this year.

Yoghurt production
First on the list of what Nigerians 

can do this year is yoghurt production. 
Yoghurt production is a neglected 
area, but statistics show that 98 per-
cent of Nigeria’s dairy needs, including 
milk, are imported into Nigeria.

According to Aliko Dangote, presi-
dent of Dangote Group, who is also 
a dairy maker, only 2 percent of the 
country’s dairy needs are met by local 
companies. Official data show that $1 
million worth of milk is imported into 
the country every day. With dollar 
scarcity and roadblocks to importation 
in the country, yoghurt production is 
a sure bet.

Yoghurt is a healthy source of milk, 
and capacity to produce a low-sugar 
brand for the aged and diabetic as well 
as a moderately sugar type for other 
classes is an advantage.

Producing yoghurt could cost be-
tween N2 million and N10 million, 
depending on the type of equipment 
used and their sources. Yoghurt 
production requires major machin-
ery such as motorised stainless steel 
mixer, incubator, pasteuriser, filling 
machine, UV Lamp, transfer pumps, 
PH Meter, shrink wrapper and weigh-

ing machine. Some of the machines are 
imported into the country, but many 
of them are fabricated locally by the 
Federal Institute of Industrial Research 
Oshodi in Lagos or Projects Develop-
ment Institute Enugu (PRODA). Local 
fabricators can also help.

According to FIIRO, return on in-
vestment is 46.1 percent, while return 
on equity can go as high as 115 percent. 
Payback period is 34 months and 19 
days, while break-even point is 51.8 
percent.

Cashew processing
Next on the list is cashew process-

ing. If you do not have a cassava farm, 
get one. However, you can liaise with 
a cashew farmer who will supply you 
with raw cashew nuts for onward 
processing. Export of cashew is now 
one big business, as Vietnam, world 
largest cashew exporter, is currently 
experiencing its worst drought in a 
century.

Cashew sells like cakes in the United 
States, India, Spain and many parts of 
Europe. Apart from helping to main-
tain a healthy heart and bones, cashew 
also helps in weight loss.

Cashew nuts are used in producing 
chemicals, paints, varnishes, insecti-
cides and fungicides, electrical conduc-
tress, and several types of oil.

Cashew exporters in Nigeria made 
$250 million in 2015 and $300 million 
in 2016, according to Tola Faseru, presi-
dent, National Cashew Association of 
Nigeria (NCAN), who disclosed this to 
journalists at the Annual Cashew Lo-
gistics meeting held in Lagos recently.

If you wish to process for the local 
or international market, then be ready 
to procure machines such as boiler, 
sheller or cracker, dryer, and packaging 
machine. Two good things about ca-
shew are that its return on investment 
is as high as 55 percent and its payback 
time is just 12 months, say experts.

Piggery
Another business to watch in 2017 

is piggery. Experts believe Nigerians 
are not tapping into the opportunity 
in this area because of ignorance and 
poor perception about pigs.

Apart from a breeding ground, 
which should be large enough, it is easy 
to start a piggery with N500,000 to N1 
million. To start a piggery, you need 
healthy piglets, standard pens, quality 
feed and three to six workers, depend-
ing on the number of piglets available.

The biggest thing about pigs is that 
they reproduce in large numbers. Pigs 
can go between N15,000 and N40,000 
depending on their size and weight, 
and one pig can easily reproduce up 
to 15 to 20 piglets. This is its biggest 
advantage. Secondly, pigs can survive 
in any environment.

Pigs are in high demand in China, 
Japan, India, Mexico, Canada and 
many parts of Asia. In 2015, United 
States exported pork (pig meat) worth 
$4 billion; Germany $4 billion; Spain $3 
billion, among others.

Adhesive production
Apart from pork, Nigeria is still 

waiting for someone that will produce 
adhesives used by leather shoe and 

bag manufacturers. Aba, located in 
Abia State, has between 50,000 and 
100,000 shoe, bag and trunk makers. 
This does not include hundreds of 
thousands of shoe-makers in Lagos, 
Kano, Kaduna and Onitsha. Many of 
these shoe-makers run to China to 
buy adhesives because there is yet no 
known company that produces good 
adhesives to satisfy them right now.

Incidentally, research shows that 
adhesives can be produced from 
cassava (starch), which Nigeria hap-
pens to be the world’s biggest pro-
ducer. Chinese adhesives are not good 
enough when compared with Dutch, 
Spanish or Italian, shoe-makers told 
BDSUNDAY. Currently, these shoe-
makers cannot even find dollars to 
import these adhesives, showing that 
there is a huge potential for someone 
producing adhesives in the country.

Artisanship
Nigerian middle and the rich 

classes are looking for committed 
artisans and construction work-
ers. Many of the local artisans are 
considered not serious enough and 
are accused of being unprofessional 
in their conduct. This pushes many 
Nigerian middle and rich class indi-
viduals, including construction com-
panies, into Ghana, Togo, Cameroon, 
and other neighbours to get serious 
and committed staff when building 
their houses.

What this means is that serious-
minded Nigerians can go into this 
business as consultants, who will 
now search out committed Nigerians 
in rural areas to take these jobs. This 
is money-spinning in many African 
countries and even Europe and is an 
opportunity here, given the attitude 
of Nigerian artisans.

On the other hand, artisans that are 
committed to their work are likely to 
have more people knocking on their 
doors this year, according to Ojere 
Imere, a construction expert.

“This is the reality of the situation. 

It’s not just in construction. It’s also 
found in the textile and fashion indus-
try, in the electrical and electronics,” 
said Imere in a telephone interview.

Fruit juice production
The fruit juice production is a 

honey pot. Fruit juice is made from 
orange, pineapple, guava, mango, 
as well as additives such as sodium 
benzoate, sweeteners, and citric acid, 
among others.

The rule set by Nigerian authori-
ties is that a fruit juice should contain 
40 percent of natural fruit juice. This 
means that if you are producing 
pineapple juice, ensure it contains 40 
percent of natural pineapple.

The Manufacturers Association of 
Nigeria (MAN) estimates that Nigeria 
imports N165 billion worth of fruit 
juice every year.

In a paper presented at a work-
shop organised by the Raw Materials 
Research and Development Council 
(RMRDC) in Owerri in April 2016, 
Frank Jacobs, president of MAN, said 
in spite of the high rate of fruit produc-
tion and a thriving juice market, the 
country imported fruits concentrates.

Apart from production site and gen-
erating plant, someone with N3 mil-
lion to N10 million can start a small-
scale fruit juice company, depending 
on the litres that will be produced, 
according to feasibility studies.

Machinery needed to start includes 
juice extractor, homogeniser, pasteur-
iser, hydrolyser, filling machine and 
holding tank.

One big bang about fruit juice is 
that if you cannot set up a production 
plant, you can get involved in the 
value chain by supplying oranges, 
pineapples, guava and other fruit to 
companies like Chi Limited and Coca-
Cola, among others. Many fruit juice 
makers in Nigeria go to the extent 
of importing fruit to satisfy demand 
for their products. Planting oranges, 
guava and pineapples is the best bet 
in this case, say experts.

ODINAKA ANUDU
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L-R: Azubuike Ahubelem, Diector, Government Relationship Adviser, ISACA Lagos; Tope Aladenusi, 
President, ISACA Lagos; Onyema, CEO, Nigeria Stock Exchange, and  Funmi Odumuboni, Education 
Director, ISACA Lagos, during a visit to NSE to discuss areas of collaboration recently 

R-L: Ernest Azudialu-Obiejesi, founder, Obijackson Foundation; Chukwudi Enukoha, winner, 2016 face 
of Okija (male), and Nkem Okeke, deputy governor, Anambra State, at the 2016 Face of Okija & Okija 
Igbo Music & Cultural Festival in Okija Town, Anambra State.
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L-R: Suraj Adekunbi, Speaker of Ogun State House of Assembly; Governor Ibikunle Amosun signing 
N221 billion-sized, 2017 Ogun State Appropriation Bill into law at his Oke-Mosan Office in Abeokuta on 
Thursday. While Adenrele Adeshina, Commissioner for Budget and Planning and Yetunde Onanuga, 
Deputy Governor watched with interests. Pic by Razaq Ayinla

L-R  Sustainable Development & AiS Manager, Guinness Nigeria, Osita Abana; Asst Director, CDS, 
NYSC Lagos, Victoria Akowonelehin, Corporate Relations Director, Guinness Nigeria, Sesan Sobowale, 
Camp Director, National Youth Service Corps Lagos, Akhamie Priscilla and Schedule Officer, DRINKIQ, 
Ezinne Uguru at the DrinkiQ Responsible Drinking training 

Olusegun Osoba, former governor of Ogun State/chairman of the occasion,  (2nd l), presenting plaque 
to Adebayo Kehinde, public affairs officer, Lagos State Emergency Management Agency (LASEMA), 
(2nd r) in recognition of his support to the Association, while ACP Olatunji Disu, commander, Rapid 
Response  Squad (RRS), (r) and Ademola Akinlabi, chairman, Photojournalists Association of Nigeria 
(PJAN), (l) watch during Photojournalist Association of Nigeria (PJAN) End of year Dinner held at LCCI 
Building, Alausa on Friday in Lagos.

L-R: Olusegun McMedal, chairman, Lagos Chapter, Nigerian Institute of Public Relations; Sesan Sobowale, 
corporate relations director, Guinness Nigeria Plc; Nancy Oghenekaro, deputy registrar, NIPR, and Basil 
Agboarumi, general manager, corporate communications, SAHCOL, during the Lagos NIPR Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremony in Lagos recently.

L-R: Omotola Oyebanjo; Team Lead, Communication and Media, Union Bank,  Ndidi Nwuneli; Founder, 
LEAP Africa, Group Head, Commercial Banking, Union Bank, Gloria Omereonye;  Country Director, 
Alstrom Group, Tola Sapara; Lead, Media & External Affairs, Union Bank, Olufemi Adekola, at the 
Union Bank ‘Engage’ event held at Four Points by Sheraton in Lagos.

L-R: Michel Puchercos, Director Ashakacem Plc: Rabiu Umar, MD/CEO and Edith Onwuchekwa, Vice 
Chairman during an extra-ordinary general meeting of Ashakacen Plc in Abuja. Pic by Tunde Adeniyi.



News 

T
he Federal Gov-
ernment of Ni-
geria says it is 
committed to 

achieving the set target 
of 36 percent Family 
Planning (FP) Contracep-
tive Prevalence Rate by 
year 2018, according to 
Kayode Afolabi, Director 
and Head of Reproduc-
tive Health Division, in 
the Federal Ministry of 
Health.

At the FP Watch fi-
nal dissemination held 
in Abuja On Tuesday,  
Afolabi said that not-
withstanding the 2016 
prevalence rate of 16 per 
cent, the 2018 target of  
36 per cent is still achiev-
able as Nigeria is part of 
the global movement 
on Family Planning-FP 
2020.

The FP 2020 goal is 
designed to enable 120 
million women and girls 
have informed choices, 
access to family plan-
ning information and a 
range of modern contra-
ceptive methods.

The FP Watch proj-
ect which is funded by 
the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation and 
the Three Millennium 
Development Goal Fund, 
is a survey coordinated 
by the Federal Ministry 
of Health and Society 
for Family Health (SFH) 
with support from Popu-
lation Services Interna-
tional (PSI).

According to Afo-
labi “For the first time, 
the survey looks at the 
availability and access 
to family planning com-
modities and services 
nationwide”.

“We are happy to be 
part of the survey be-
cause it has significance 
to impact programming 
and policy that will en-
hance family planning 
programs especially 
access and uptake of 
family planning in the 
country to improve ma-
ternal, newborn and 
child health,” he said.

In his opening re-
marks, Bright Ekwer-
emadu, Managing Di-
rector of the Society for 
Family Health, said the 
National Dissemination 
Event was to under-
stand the contraceptive 
landscape and service 
readiness of providers 

in Nigeria, provide rec-
ommendations pertain-
ing to the outlet survey 
evidence and identify 
opportunities and strat-
egies to address key 
findings. “We hope to 
develop recommenda-
tions and suggest strate-
gies and priority areas 
for funding based on 
the evidence provided 
by the FP Watch outlet 
survey,” he assured

Jennifer Anyanti, 
Deputy Managing Di-
rector (Programmes) 
of the Society for Fam-
ily Health, said the FP 
Watch study visited 
14,000 outlets across the 
country to ascertain the 

availability of family 
planning commodities 
and level of service to 
Nigerians.

According Anyanti 
“When we looked na-
tionwide, we found out 
75 per cent came from 
the private sector and 25 
per cent from the public 
sector,” she said, adding 
that this was of great 
interest to the stakehold-
ers “because usually we 
place a lot of focus on the 
public sector”.

Anyanti said that 
the study also looked at 
product availability in 
the sector such as; con-
doms, oral contracep-
tives, emergency con-

traceptives, injectibles, 
implants, IUDs and per-
manent methods like 
male and female steril-
ization.

“From the presenta-
tions we noticed that 
access to family plan-
ning is low in the North, 
so it depends largely on 
the work that all of us 
– government, partners 
and media do in educat-
ing women about family 
planning”.

FP Watch is a multi-
country research proj-
ect designed to generate 
evidence on contracep-
tive availability through 
surveys administered to 
all public and private fa-
cilities and outlets with 
the potential to sell or 
distribute modern FP 
methods. The standard-
ized methodology and 
questionnaire were im-
plemented in Ethiopia, 
Nigeria, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), 
Myanmar and India 
from 2015 to 2016.

FP Watch therefore 
assesses the composi-
tion, performance and 
service readiness of the 
total FP market in high-
priority FP 2020 Coun-
tries. 

This includes range 
and availability of mod-
ern FP methods and 
services, private outlet, 
consumer prices, rela-
tive market share by 
method/outlet type and 
market readiness for FP 
service delivery.

 

FG to achieve 36% contraceptive 
prevalence rate by 2018

Non-
appropriation 
of funds delays 
Oguta River port

N
ational Inland Wa-
terways Authority 
(NIWA) has disclosed 
that the Oguta River 

Port project is being delayed due 
to lack of appropriation for it in 
the last two years.

Boss Mustapha, managing 
director / CEO NIWA disclosed 
this in Lokoja recently while in-
teracting with journalists, adding 
that the contract was awarded 
at the cost of 2,743,625,787.15 to 
Scott Amede Engineering and 
Power Supply Ltd in 2009.

He equally disclosed that 
so far the Oguta Port Build-
ings- administrative, fire service 
buildings, Customs and Police 
buildings, staff quarters, ware-
houses and workshops have 
been completed.

Adding that the construction 
of Port Quay wall, Transit shed, 
elevated water tank, borehole 
ground water tank, network 
of roads are at various stages of 
completion.

Even though there was no 
appropriation for Oguta River 
Port in the last two years, Mus-
tapha maintained that the per-
centage of job completion is 70 
percent.

Speaking on the substantial 
progress of lokoja (Apkanya) 
River Port, he said that reclama-
tion and sand filling of the port 
area, installation of steel sheet 
and piles for the port quay wall 
and 500m access road has been 
completed while administrative 
buildings, staff quarters, Security 
and police buildings were at vari-
ous stages of completion, adding 
that the change of site of the port 
issues of variation have arisen. 
Niwa is waiting ministerial ap-
proval to enable the contractor 
resume work soon.

Mustapha also disclosed that 
the lokoja (Akpanya) river port, 
handled by lnter Bau Construc-
tion Ltd was awarded at the 
cost of 4,112,346,572.00 and that 
percentage of job completion 
was 58 percent.

According to him, at Baro 
River Port, located in Niger state 
the contract was awarded at a 
total sum of 3,563,449,248.00 to 
CGGC, Global Projects Nigeria 
Ltd, and has gone 98 percent 
job completion with construc-
tion of port quay, transit shed, 
warehouse, fire fighting building, 
custom and police buildings with 
staff buildings.

He emphasized that at the 
moment it is almost completed 
waiting for the procurement of 
Cargo handling equipment for 
the full operation and utilisation.

Boss equally hinted that the 
certificate of Compliance for the 
concession of Onitsha River Port 
has been received from ICRC, 
adding that they are expecting 
the approval of the President 
Muhammadu Buhari to enable 
the Transaction Adviser initiate 
the procurement of concession-
aire, and other infrastructure 
earmarked for concession and 
leasing like Marina jetty, Osborne 
jetty, Apapa jetty, Warri and Lo-
koja Dockyards and others.
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...as Lokoja river port 
records substantial 
progress

L-R: Chiamaka Adenike Akintola, CEO, Bella 94-Fashion Designer; Olumide Ajayi, director, CBN-EDC-SW and executive director, Africa Leadership 
Forum; Olufemi Adebiyi, manager, Training and BDS, CBN-EDC-SW, and Aderemi Abiodun, CEO, Helpmum, at an event organised by ALF and the 
Lifting Youth and  Fostering Entrepreneurship (LYFE) for young entrepreneurs/launch of Techub in Ota, Ogun State, recently.

Rauf Aregbesola (4th l), governor, State of Osun, Dr. Mike Ogirima (4th r), national president, Nigerian Medical Association (NMA),  Tanko Sununu (3rd r), 
secretary general, NMA, Tokunbo Olagumoke (l), chairman, Osun chapter of NMA, and others during a courtesy visit to the governor by the NMA leadership in 
Osogbo, recently.



News
OCEF worried over declining 
popularity of Efik language                    Nigeria tackles unemployment 

with holistic approach

T
he Fe deral 
Government 
o f  N i g e r i a 
has hitherto 
highlighted 

agriculture, mining and 
entrepreneurship as 
focus areas for the revi-
talization of the econ-
omy, said Gbolahon 
Lawal, Commissioner 
for Housing,  Lagos 
State, while speaking 
at the groundbreaking 
ceremony of the Eti-
Osa skills acquisition 
centre.

“For instance, in Ag-
riculture, the federal 
government believes 
that the participation 
gap can be closed by 
partnering closely with 
private investors across 
farmer groups, indi-
viduals, and interested 
companies to devel-
op end-to-end value 
chain solutions,” he ex-
plained.

According to Lawal, 
“In the mining sec-
tor, the government 
recently launched a 
new roadmap, which 
involves establishing 
an independent regu-
latory agency for the 
mining industry, as has 
been advocated by op-
erators in the sector for 
many years”.

Lawal was quick to 
add that,“it would ap-
pear that the most im-
pact may have been 
made in the area of 

entrepreneurship. The 
government has been 
able to address entre-
preneurship frontally 
by providing loans for 
established and bud-
ding entrepreneurs via 
the Bank of Industry 
(BoI).

“Based on this, the 
b a n k  h a s  re c e n t l y 
started implementa-
tion of the N140 billion 
Government Enterprise 
and Emp owerment 
Programme (GEEP); an 
aspect of the Federal 
Government’s N500 bil-
lion Social Intervention 
Package (SIP)”.

H e  a l s o  s t a t e d 
that government at 
the federal level has 
shown keen interest 
in the technology in-
dustry through the 
National Information 
Technology Develop-
ment Agency (NITDA), 
which has been deliv-
ering on its mandates 
through human ca-
pacity development 
programmes, such as 
scholarship schemes 
for graduates and un-
dergraduates, Catch-
Them-Young, and Free 
& Open Source Soft-
ware Training.

“NITDA’s ICT capac-
ity building strategy is 
also seen in the estab-
lishment of technology 
incubation programs, 
start-up communities, 
ICT clusters and other 
IT development net-
works, which are being 
used to stimulate the 

growth of the sector,” 
he said.

While speaking to 
reporters, Lawal ex-
plained that the Lagos 
state government has 
adopted the Economic 
blueprint of the fed-
eral government in 
Agriculture. The state 
government in an ef-
fort to increase food 
supply and ensure food 
security is vigorous-
ly implementing the 
State’s Strategic Food 
Security Plan.

“Some of the state’s 
a g r i c u l t u r e  p r o -
grammes and projects 
include collaboration 
between Lagos and 
Kebbi State for the 
development of agri-
cultural commodities, 
and the Agricultural 
Youth Empowerment 
Scheme (AGRIC-YES) at 
Araga, Epe”.

In promoting en-
trepreneurship, Gov-
e r n o r  A mb o d e  s e t 
up the Lagos State 
Employment Trust 
Fund (LSETF), to pro-
vide financial sup-
port to Micro, Small & 
Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs)  op erating 
within Lagos.  Ulti-
mately Public Private 
Partnership initia-
tives however, hold 
the key to truly im-
pactful federal, state 
and local government 
efforts in b o osting 
entrepreneurship – in 
agriculture, mining, 
technology or general 

commerce.
He listed the recent 

alliance between Fortis 
Project Services, Hua-
wei Technologies Ni-
geria Ltd and Eti-Osa 
local government in 
the development of a 
skill acquisition centre 
located in Alaguntan, 
as one of such partner-
ship.

Stating that, “the 
centre will serve the 
people of Eti-Osa by 
providing them with 
21st century learning 
environment that will 
arm them sufficiently 
with skills useful in 
today’s ICT driven busi-
ness terrain. Huawei 
is also involved at the 
Federal level with an 
initiative called ICT for 
change where 2,000 
young Nigerians are 
trained for either ICT 
jobs or as ‘Techpre-
neurs’.

However, he stat-
ed that most of these 
policies and programs 
are in their implemen-
tation stage as 2016 
draws to a close. “The 
impact of these initia-
tives therefore should 
be felt in 2017. Even 
as it is hoped that the 
current effects of the 
recession will be great-
ly minimized as the 
country literally reaps 
the fruits of the 3600 
economic approach of 
the 3 tiers of govern-
ment working in tan-
dem with the private 
sector,” he concluded.
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MIKE ABANG, Calabar

MABEl DIMMA T
he Obong of Cal-
abar Executive 
Forum (OCEF) 
over the week-

end expressed worry 
over the declining popu-
larity of Efik language 
among the younger gen-
eration despite several 
efforts made in the past 
to reverse the ugly trend.

The forum expressed 
this view at the 5th 
Utomo Obong cultural 
festival held at Adiabo 
Tinapa, Calabar, Cross 
River State.

Asuquo Ekpeyong, 
chairman of OCEF, said 
in a welcome address 
that for the first time 
in Efik history, three 
university students 
of Linguistics (includ-
ing the Efik language) 
have been sponsored 
with scholarships by 
OCEF to ensure that on 
graduation, their new 
status would help to 
meet the requirements 
of the West African 
Examination Council 
(WAEC) for the training 
of teachers and stu-
dents for the studies 
and examinations in 
the subject following 
its re-enlistment as a 
recognized language.

“To this end, we ap-
preciate Elder Akpabio 
Nkpang for providing a 
seed fund for the promo-
tion and development of 
Efik Language.

“Another glad devel-
opment has been our 
recent acquisition of 
an internet application 
(App) for self-training in 
the Efik Language. This 
App, conceptualized, de-
veloped and presented 
by Ogban Omoronyia 
of Biase LGA, offers any 
interested person a facil-
ity for quick and easy 
learning of the language.

“It should be noted 
that the package has 
been fully paid for by 
OCEF which has made 
it available online, com-
pletely free of charge, to 
intending users. Need-
less, therefore, to say that 
the ball is in the court of 
our children and other 
interested persons at 
home and in the Dias-
pora to avail themselves 
of this facility.

“It is also note-worthy 
and inspiring that, fol-
lowing OCEF advocacy, 
new authors of Efik 
language and literature 
have started to emerge. 
In this regard, we recog-
nize the literary works 
of Victor Effiom, Ekpe 
Essien Ita, and Nkebem 
Nkebem.

“The OCEF holds it-
self willing and ready 
to support all acceptable 
and publishable liter-
ary works aimed at the 
promotion of Efik lan-
guage and culture. We 
congratulate the new 
authors and wish them 
more grease to their el-
bows,” he said.

bolahon Lawal, Lagos State commissioner for housing, flanked by Leo Li Feng (l), DMD enterprise business, Huawei Technologies Nigeria, and 
Babatunde Ayeni (r), sole administrator, Eti-Osa East LCDA, at the groundbreaking ceremony of the Eti-Osa skills acquisition centre in Lagos, recently.

Harmattan: lASG urges 
care with naked fire

T
he Lagos State 
G o v e r n m e n t 
has urged Lago-
sians to handle 

naked fire in cigarettes, 
firewood, cooking stoves 
among other sources 
with utmost care in order 
to reduce the incidents of 
fire outbreaks, especially 
during this harmattan 
season.

Babatunde Adejare, 
Commissioner for the En-
vironment,  who sound-
ed this note of warning 
during an interactive ses-
sion with pressmen in 
his office in Alausa, Ikeja, 
stated that this warning 
has become necessary in 
order to avoid disasters in 
the state.

“As  our environ-
ment becomes dusty 
and hazy with dryness 
to everything including 
trees, wooden items, 
leaves, furniture, we 
urge residents to be ex-
tremely careful with 
fire in order to prevent 
fire outbreaks because 
fire is nobody’s friend,” 

he said.
“Lagosians will notice 

that there has been a 
change in the weather 
condition as a result 
of the Northeasternly 
wind blowing across the 
country after travers-
ing vast Sahara desert. 
This has been a yearly 
weather phenomenon 
that occurs mostly be-
tween December and 
March,” he added.

Adejare also noted that 
harmattan currently be-
ing experienced in the 
state will subside at the 
end of February 2017 
with intermittent break 
in January.

He advised Lagosia-
ns to take precaution-
ary measures by making 
sure that they install fire 
extinguishers in homes, 
offices, market places, and 
motorparks. 

He stated that motor-
ists should ensure that 
they have fire extinguish-
ers in their vehicles, main-
tain speed limits and ob-
serve road signs.
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Abia rice: State govt pledges to flood 
market with product in 2017
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T
he Abia State 
g o v e r n m e n t 
has promised to 
flood Nigerian 

markets with its Abia 
Rice brand this year.

Okezie Ikpeazu, Abia 
State governor, who 
launched the rice brand 
into the market for the 
celebration of the yule-
tide, said the production 
was sequel to his ad-
ministration’s promise 
to achieve food security 
for Abians and make 
Abia foremost and lead-
ing state in all areas of 
agriculture in Nigeria.

Speaking through 
Uzo Azubuike, the state 
commissioner for Ag-
riculture, Ikpeazu said 
in no distant time Abia 
would be the number 
one in poultry farm, a 
major player in rice pro-
duction and the largest 
producer of palm oil in 

the country.
He, however, noted 

that though all these 
seemed impossible to ac-
complish, the state had 
opened a new chapter 
in agriculture, and urged 
the staff of the Minis-
try of Agriculture to be 
more dedicated to their 
duties.

Ikpeazu said in the 
face of the prevalent re-
cession in the country, 
the Ministry of Agricul-
ture under Azubuike’s 
leadership had been able 

to achieve the vision of 
his administration.

The governor urged 
Abians to patronize the 
products of the ministry 
as the prices had been 
made affordable for all. 
He revealed that the 
production of the Abia 
rice was in collaboration 
with FADAMA III, add-
ing that arrangement 
had been concluded for 
poultry villages to be 
sited in each of the three 
senatorial zones of the 
state.

He hinted that the 
state Ministry of Agri-
culture had established a 
7,500-capacity modern 
poultry layer farm at its 
headquarters in Umua-
hia, made up of 25,000 
layers for egg production 
and 500 layers, adding 
that his administration 
had equally established 
a poultry processing 
plant at Umuosu in Isiala 
Ngwa North LGA of the 
state.

Ibeto, Innoson, Coscharis, 12 others for 
maiden Akuruo Ulo Pathfinders award

C
hief Cletus 
Ibeto of the 
Ibeto Group, 
Chief Inno-
cent Chuk-

wuma of Innoson Mo-
tors, Dr Cosmas Madu-
ka of Coscharis Farms, 
and Prof Bart Nnaji 
of Geometric Power 
are among 15 distin-
guished Igbo entrepre-
neurs who will receive 
the maiden Akuruo Ulo 
Pathfinders insignia on 
Wednesday, BDSUN-
DAY has learnt.

The Alaigbo Devel-
opment Foundation 
(ADF), the brain behind 
the award, says in a 
statement that the in-
signia will be presented 
annually to a select 
number of contem-
porary Igbo entrepre-
neurs who have made 
significant investment 
in Igboland and have 
thus contributed to job 
creation and poverty 
alleviation in Igboland.

Other recipients of 
the insignia include 
Chief Sonny Odogwu 
of SIO Industries, Dr 
Greg Iyke Ibe of Greg-
ory University Uturu, 
Mr Frank Nneji of ABC 
Transport, Chief Allen 
Onyema of Air Peace, 
Dr Uche Ogah of Mas-
ters Energy Industrial 

Complex, Dr Ernest 
Azudialu-Obiejesi of 
Nest Oil Group, Chief 
Anthony Enukeme of 
Tonimas, Chief Alex-
ander Chika Okafor of 
Chicason Group, Rev. 
Fr. Emmanuel Ede of 
Madonna University, 
Pharm Ifeanyi Eric 
Okoye of Juhel Phar-
maceutical Industries 
Group, and Dr Godwin 
Maduka of Nevada Hos-
pitals Group.

The Akuruo Ulo Path-
finders insignia will be 
presented to the recipi-
ents at the inauguration 
of the ADF Trust Fund 
Management Commit-
tee in Awka on January 
4, 2017 under the distin-
guished chairmanship 
of Captain Emmanuel 
Iheanacho, former Min-
ister of Interior, accord-
ing to the statement 
signed by Mazi Sam I. 
Ohuabunwa, chairman, 
Business & Investment 
Committee, Hon. Mok 
Emmanuel, secretary, 
Business & Investment 
Committee, and Col (Rtd) 
Justino Ezeoke, public-
ity-secretary, Alaigbo 
Development Founda-
tion.

The event will be a 
gathering of the crème 
de la crème of Igboland, 
with Chief Willie Obi-

ano, Anambra State 
governor, playing the 
chief host, while other 
governors of the South-
Eastern states and Dep-
uty Senate President 
Ike Ekweremadu will 
be the special guests of 
honour.

Similarly, all mem-
bers of the National As-
sembly from the South-
East, ministers from the 
region, speakers of the 
State Houses of Assem-
bly and former state 
governors are expected 
as guests of honour.

The statement adds 
that Mr Pascal Dozie of 
Diamond Bank, Dr ABC 
Orjiako, Chief Arthur 
Eze, Prof Anya O. Anya, 
Mr Emeka Onwuka, 
Prof Pat Utomi, Chief 
Henry Okolo, Chief Ju-
lius Ama Orji, Dr Chidi 
Anyaegbu, Chief Au-
gustine Anozie, Dr Stel-
la Okoli, Chief Charles 
O d u n u k w e ,  C h i e f 
Emeka Ugwu-Oju are 
among distinguished 
and accomplished busi-
ness leaders expected 
to grace the occasion, 
while young and up-
coming ones are also 
expected to attend.

Igwe Alfred Nnae-
meka Achebe, the Obi 
of Onitsha, and Igwe 
Gibson Nwosu, Eze-

Uzu Awka, will lead a 
team of very revered 
traditional rulers as the 
royal host to the event, 
while several distin-
guished academics and 
business leaders from 
the diaspora, leaders 
of other pan-Igbo or-

Okorocha to Imo youths: 
Pursue education, not money 

I
mo State governor, 
Rochas Okorocha, 
has told the youths 
in the state to pur-

sue education instead of 
money to enable them 
secure their future, say-
ing that education is the 
best gift that can be giv-
en to any child.

Speaking in his home-
town, Ogboko in Ideato 
South Local Govern-
ment Area of the State, 
when the youths paid 
him a solidarity visit in 
his compound, Okoro-
cha said he located the 
Eastern Palm University 
at Ogboko and the Police 

College in the area to 
encourage the youths to 
have interest in educa-
tion.

The governor claimed 
that his administration 
has invested much in 
education and infra-
structure because the 
two sectors are key to 
the development of any 
state.

H e  f u r t h e r  t o l d 
them to love one an-
other and shun all 
forms of evil, saying 
that what they need-
ed now was educa-
tion and not money 
since money would 
come when what is ex-
pected is done first. He 
thanked them for their 
support since 2011.

The leader of the 
youths, Harrison Ege-
nukwu, thanked God 
for using the governor to 
uplift Ogboko in all rami-
fications and restated 
their continued support 
for him.

Members of the Board of Trustees of the newly licensed Anchor University, Lagos (AUL), paid a courtesy visit to 
the University of Lagos which is AUL’s mentor university. L-R: Bose Akanle  (Secretary PIC, Anchor University, 
Lagos (AUL); Professor Silas Dada, Pro-Chancellor  (AUL); Taiwo Ipaye (Registrar Unilag); Professor Rahaman 
Bello  (Vice Chancellor, Unilag); Philip Oluwi  (Chairman, Board of Trustees, AUL); Professor Duro ONI  (Deputy 
Vice Chancellor, Management Services, Unilag); Professor Nesther Alu (Member, Board of Trustees, AUL); 
Professor Ayodeji Olukoju  (Deputy Chairman, Transition Committee,  AUL) and Olukemi Adebimpe Fareham, 
(Librarian, Unilag).

…as ADF Trust Fund Management Committee comes on board Jan 4

ganizations as well as 
religious leaders from 
the region will also be 
in attendance.

Dr Dozie Ikedife, 
chairman, ADF Board of 
Trustees, Prof Uzodin-
ma Nwala, ADF presi-
dent, and Most Rev. 

Maxwell Anikwenwa, 
chairman, ADF Trust 
Fund Management 
Committee, will lead 
the entire leadership 
of ADF to welcome the 
distinguished guests to 
the epochal event, says 
the statement.

Rochas Okorocha

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia
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Lagos Rotary partners Quramo Publishing to 
reignite passion for reading among youths

FG rolls out projects for South-East region

T
h e  Fe d e ra l 
Government 
at the week-
end unveiled 
plans to em-

bark on numerous de-
velopmental projects in 
the South-East region, 
with the foundation 
laying ceremony of As-
sumpta Science Centre 
in Owerri, Imo State.

Ogb onnaya Onu, 
Minister of Science and 
Technology, at the event 
reiterated President 
Muhammadu Buhari 
administration’s com-
mitment to the imple-
mentation of Interna-
tional Universities and 
Youth Cooperation with 
Africa in informal sci-
ence learning activities 
for sustainable develop-
ment.

He explained that the 
Assumpta Science Cen-
tre in Owerri was one 
of the several numerous 
Federal Government 
projects in the South-
East at the verge of kick-
ing off.

According to him, 
Federal Government 
through the Ministry 
of Science and Technol-
ogy had entered into a 
Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) with 
the Pontifical Council for 

Culture of the Vatican 
City on the Assumpta 
Science Centre.

He emphasized that 
the Buhari administra-
tion was willing and 
determined to utilize 
science, technology and 
innovation as a tools to 
achieve diversification 
of the national economy.

Onu thanked the peo-
ple of Ofekata communi-
ty for their commitment 
and the donation of their 
land to ensure that the 
Science Centre becomes 
a reality, noting that the 
difference between Af-

rica and developed na-
tions is the actualization 
of science, technology 
and innovation.

He maintained that 
national development 
would be difficult to 
achieve without the ap-
plication of science and 
technology, urging state 
and local governments 
and relevant stakehold-
ers to ensure the sustain-
ability of the laudable 
project.

The minister noted 
that the centre stands a 
chance of contributing 
immensely to the devel-

R
otary Club of 
Lagos, as part of 
it contribution 
to reigniting 

the passion for reading 
among youths in the 
country, has partnered 
Quramo Publishing Lim-
ited to  launch the Read 
Project initiative for pri-
mary school pupils in 
Lagos.

The advocacy project 
according to the organ-
isers is aimed at getting 
books to Nigerian chil-
dren and raising aware-
ness about the need to 
improve and sustain a 
reading culture in the 
country as Rotary club 
of Lagos intends to take 
thousands of books to 
20 schools in 20 local 
governmental areas in 
20 weeks.

The READ initiative 
aims to be one of the 
single largest redistribu-
tion of books ever done 
in Nigeria adding that 
items like the internet, 

books and laboratories 
are far more important 
in the education of a child 
because over 40 per cent 
of expenditure goes to 
bricks and mortar which 
do not specifically im-
prove a child’s education.

Modupe Sasore, Presi-
dent, Rotary Club of La-
gos, said the most basic 
form of learning takes 
place through reading, 
stressing that it is a basic 
tool in education and a 
very important skill in 
everyday life. Reading is 
best taught before and at 
the primary school level.

Sasore disclosed that 
the project is aimed at 
creating create keen in-
terest in children to read 
regularly, adding that 
once the interest is ig-
nited in children, they 
become prolific readers 
and would desire to read 
unceasingly.

Omowunmi Segun, 
Read Project Manager 
while speaking at the 
launch of the initiative 
linked the steady decline 
in reading culture to the 

rising cost of books and 
growing distraction of 
social media on young 
people, Nollywood mov-
ies and other forms of 
entertainment.

Segun observed that 
the development has no 
doubt resulted in low 
literacy levels and has 
given rise to a new gen-
eration of illiterates for 
whom there are very 
few opportunities in the 
society. She also argued 
that for the situation to 
be redressed, reading 
must become the foun-
dation of learning and 
equitable access to books 
be made mandatory.

She further disclosed 
that children between 
the ages of seven and 
nine in 20 schools in 20 
local government areas 
will be the recipients of 
these books. 

“It is expected that 
each recipient will ini-
tially own one book but 
have access to five or 
more books through ex-
change of books among 
recipients.

opment and uplifting of 
the nation.

“Of the numerous ad-
vantages of the centre 
is that it will contribute 
to the development of 
the country and en-
sure that Nigerians and 
indeed other African 
countries would be-
come self-sufficient in 
defending the avail-
able resources God has 
given them,” he said.

“The neglect of sci-
ence and technology 
affected Nigeria’s eco-
nomic growth and de-
velopment. 

Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola (l), governor, State of Osun, presenting a gift to Oludaisi Adetarami,publisher/CEO, African 
Education Monitor Magazine, during the governor’s investiture as Nigerian Governor of the Year in Education (2016) 
by African Education Monitor Magazine, at the Osun State Secretariat, recently.

KEHINDE AKINTOLA, Abuja

OYIN AMINU, Abuja

Lack of structures, competency 
bane of Nigerian businesses

L
ack of structures, 
competency and 
harmonious re-
lationship has 

been identified as the 
cankerworm that has 
eaten deep into most 
businesses in Nigeria.  

These were the unani-
mous views of speakers 
at the second annual 
general meeting of the 
University of Liverpool 
Nigeria Alumni Network 
held in Lagos recently.  

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
topic, ‘‘Strong Founda-
tions: Keys to building 
Strong Institutions and 
Businesses”, Lambert 
Ofoegbu, the head of 
research and develop-
ment at PSM attributed 
the cause of business 
failures to lack of sus-
tainable structures. He 
was of the opinion that 
entrepreneurs should 
employ persons with 
requisite skills to man-
age their businesses.

‘‘Entrepreneurs need 
to hire people who share 
the vision of the business 

and understand the core 
values and objectives of 
the company,’’ he said.

Valentine Ozigbo, 
managing director and 
chief executive officer 
of Transcorp Hotels Plc. 
said competency should 
be the watchword when 
recruiting employees.

‘‘Employers must hire 
for the right reasons. In 
a family business, only 
members that are compe-
tent and have the requi-
site qualifications should 
be allowed to take up 
positions in the business,’’ 
he said.

For a business to be 
sustainable, Ozigbo adds, 
‘Apart from the people, 
the right process must 
be in place. There must 
be commitment to good 
governance and struc-
tures that will enable the 
business to thrive’’

He also urged employ-
ers to treat their employ-
ees fairly adding that the 
role maintaining good 
working relationship and 
building trust among co-
workers plays in every 
business endeavour can-
not be overemphasized.

CHINWE AGBEZE
Israel Ohirih, chief ex-

ecutive officer of Bank-
link Africa, said entrepre-
neurs should anticipate 
failure in their businesses 
adding that failure is a 
pathway to success. 

‘‘Entrepreneurship 
success story is directly 
proportional to their 
staying power and abil-
ity to stay on when ev-
erything is not looking 
good. The difference 
between a courageous 
man and a coward is 
perseverance,’’Ohirih 
said.

Kevin Abaka, an en-
trepreneur and business 
coach said that the best 
way to grow a business is 
to talk to customers.

‘Business  owners 
should make it easy for 
their customers to refer 
their products to poten-
tial customers,’’ he said.

According to Faith 
Osiobe, University of Liv-
erpool Nigeria Alumni 
Network, the aim of the 
annual conference is for 
members to strategize 
and come up with fresh 
ideas to move the associa-
tion to greater heights.

KELECHI EWUZIE

G
rand masters 
of data, Globa-
com, added a 
total number 

of 297,623 to its inter-
net subscribers base 
in one month, moving 
from 26,887,929 in Sep-
tember to 27,185,552 in 
October 2016.

Telecom industry 
statistics published on 
the website of Nigerian 
Communications Com-
mission (NCC) showed 
that Globacom was the 
only network that re-
corded an increase in 
its internet subscriber 
base in the month of 
October, 2016.

On the c ontrary, 
MTN and Etisalat had 
their subscriber figures 
whittled down during 
the period, while Air-
tel did not record any 
increase in the period 
under review.

Globacom’s record as 
therefore reconfirmed 
its position as the num-
ber one company in 
Nigeria’s data market, 
thus living up to its so-
briquet “Grandmasters 
of Data.”

The report further 
showed that the total 
number of internet 
users on the networks 
of the four major op-
erators dropped from 

93.5m in September to 
93.1m in October, re-
ducing by 378,015.

During the same 
p e r i o d ,  M T N  l o s t 
3 0 6 , 4 8 0 ,  m o v i n g 
from 32,771,259 in-
ternet subscribers on 
its network in Sep-
tember to 32,464,779 
in October.

Also, Etisalat moved 
from15,062,650 inter-
net subscribers in Sep-
tember to 14,693,492 
in October, dropping 
369,158 subscribers. 
Airtel, however, re-
tained the same figure 
of 18,832,238 internet 
users for September 
and October.

T h e  r e p o r t  a l s o 
r e ve a l e d  t h at  t h e 
CDMA operators lost 
13,664 internet users, 
moving down from 
51,973 re c orde d in 
September to 38,309 
in October.

It will be recalled 
that Globacom became 
the first network to 
launch a nationwide 
rollout of the 4G LTE 
advanc e d network 
in October through 
which subscribers on 
its network have been 
enjoying instant effi-
cient broadband inter-
net connectivity across 
the country.

Glo grows internet subscriber 
base by .3m in October…kick-starts Assumpta Science Centre in Imo
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The magical budget
Just how far can the 2017 ‘Budget of Economic Recovery’ go in turning around the ugly fortunes of the Nigerian economy?
ONYINYE NWACHUKWU, Abuja as possible,” the president notes.

The 2017 budget is predicated on 
the assumptions that naira average 
exchange rate could stay around N305 
to the US dollar; crude oil prices at 
$42.5 per barrel; and that government 
would be able to ramp up oil produc-
tion to 2.2 million barrels per day.

Based on these assumptions, 
Buhari’s government anticipates ag-
gregate revenue available to fund the 
federal budget of up to N4.94 trillion, 
though 28 percent higher than 2016 
full-year projections. Oil is projected 
to contribute N1.985 trillion of this 
amount.

Non-oil revenues – largely com-
prising Companies Income Tax, Value 
Added Tax, Customs and Excise 
duties, and Federation Account 

the issues fuelling uncertainties 
in the Niger Delta which are not 
yet addressed.

Experts are asking about the 
government strategies to grow 
the independent revenues and 
their sources. Besides, the fis-
cal plan would result in a large 
deficit of N2.36 trillion for 2017 
which is about 2.18 percent of 
GDP. The government intends 
to finance the deficit mainly by 
borrowing which is projected to 
be about N2.32 trillion.

According to the authorities, 
the intention is to source N1.067 
trillion or about 46 percent of 
this borrowing from external 
sources, while N1.254 trillion 
would be borrowed from the 

combined provision for personnel 
and overhead in the entire budget.

The four ministries include Inte-
rior for which N482.37 billion has 
been proposed; Education, N398.01 
billion; Defence, N325.87 billion; and 
Health, N252.86 billion.

“They have the largest share 
because of the size of their person-
nel,” Udoma said, justifying the huge 
allocation.

According to him, some of the 
agencies and parastatals under 
these MDAs are yet to be captured 
on the Integrated Personnel Payroll 
Information System (IPPIS) platform 
and therefore, up to N2 billion has 
been provided in the 2017 budget 
for the capturing to ensure all per-
sonnel that are not enrolled on the 

well as encourage private sector 
participation.

Unfortunately, lack of willingness 
on letting the private sector come in 
is shown in the fact that the National 
Council on Privatisation is yet to be 
set up.

Other key objectives of the bud-
get

According to the budget break-
down, other key objectives of the 
2017 budget include focusing on criti-
cal on-going infrastructure projects 
such as roads, railways, power, ICT, 
etc., that have quick positive effects 
on the economy; utilizing Special 
Economic Zones and Industrial Parks 
as vehicles to accelerate domestic 
economic activity for innovation 
and wealth creation; contributing to 
food security and creating platform 
for agro-business in agriculture sup-
ply chains through the Agriculture 
Green Alternative Plan; establishing 
a Social Housing Fund to deepen 
the mortgage system and expand its 
availability across all states of the fed-
eration; encouraging and stimulating 
the growth of small and medium scale 
industries for innovation, job creation, 
productivity and wealth creation; and 
providing social safety nets for poor 
and vulnerable Nigerians.

Another question being raised 
is how government would curtail 
wastages. So much has been al-
located to power and other infra-
structure for instance, but how 
about the talk about leveraging 
the private sector so that monies 
can be released on those areas and 
channelled into social investments 
like education, healthcare and so on.

“We still need to tweak the budget 
a little bit so that we don’t go back 
to the usual wasting of time on the 
budget and then, we end up with 
same results,” notes Dayo Akinjide, an 
Abuja-based financial analyst.

Government appears to have 
realised the need to reduce the 
demand for foreign exchange by 
producing as much as possible of 
what is needed in the country, 
from refined petroleum products 
to textiles, clothing and most of the 
food items. 

Meanwhile, there are no deliber-
ate, robust policies on the power sec-
tor in the past 18 months and supply 
is still at abysmally low levels.

Experience in the past year 
shows clearly that Nigeria does 
not have just a revenue problem, 
but specifically, a foreign exchange 
problem and must find ways of solv-
ing this huge challenge. 95 percent 
of the country’s foreign exchange 
comes from the oil sector.

Experts think that the Nigerian 
foreign exchange market is not yet 
fully liberalized and it has helped in 
creating different rates and distor-
tions in the market.

“This does not encourage the 
much-needed FX inflows from alter-
native sources,” Akinjide adds.

Out of the N1.4 trillion planned 
expenditure for 2016, N753 billion so 
far has been implemented, which is 
below 40 percent. And the reasons 
are not far-fetched: government 
revenues have been and are still 
low coupled with the fact that even 
the budget was not passed in time, 
which is about to be repeated in the 
2017 budget. 

And it is interesting to know that 
government acknowledges that “to 
truly revive this economy, we must 
turn Nigeria into a nation of producers”.

N
igeria’s economy is currently 
in a bad shape as challenges 
confronting it from both the 
domestic and international 
fronts heighten.

On the global front, economic 
activities have remained sluggish 
exacerbated by lower-than-expected 
economic activity in the United 
States, uncertain economic, politi-
cal and institutional implications of 
BREXIT, weak demand in advanced 
economies and its spill-over effects, 
among others.

Locally, Nigeria has witnessed 
more than a halving of its revenues 
on low oil prices as well as crude oil 
production shut-ins resulting from 
vandalism of oil facilities. Just in 
2016, four strategic oil fields, includ-
ing Trans-Niger Pipeline and Nembe 
Creek Trunkline axis as well as the 
Qua-Iboe Terminal, were affected.

The economy is further battered 
by insurgency in parts of the North 
East; fuel shortages and increase in 
electricity tariffs, kerosene and PMS 
prices in the first half of the year; and 
foreign exchange (FX) scarcity.

“The foregoing factors have con-
strained fiscal operations, real sector 
activities, and the external accounts,” 
Udoma Udo Udoma, minister of Bud-
get and National Planning, admitted 
recently in a budget speech.

The once Africa’s largest economy 
saw a 2.24 percent contraction in GDP 
in the third quarter of 2016; unem-
ployment rate  also surged to a high 
of 13.9 percent same third quarter, 
as inflation went up to a record high 
of 18.5 percent as at November 2016.

Due to low crude oil earnings, 
there have been elevated pressures 
on foreign reserves, now settling at 
slightly over $25 billion. 

Meanwhile, slowdown in the 
corporate sector has resulted in 
lower credit quality and rising non-
performing loans of local lenders.

Budget of economic recovery
Nigeria’s federal government has 

proposed a record N7.298 trillion 
budget for 2017 which authorities, 
interestingly, suggest would be solv-
ing almost every problem for the 
country now struggling its way out 
of economic recession in coming year.

President Buhari calls the pro-
posed budget which he presented to 
the National Assembly on Decem-
ber 14 for appropriation “A Budget 
of Economic Recovery”.

The proposed N7.298 trillion 
spending is a nominal 20.4 percent 
increase over the 2016 estimates of 
N6.06 trillion. And, according to the 
president, the budget aligns with 
government’s Economic Recovery 
and Growth Plan (ERGP) and re-
flects present administration’s com-
mitment to restore the economy to 
the path of sustainable and inclusive 
growth.

The proposed aggregate expen-
diture comprises statutory transfers 
of N419.02 billion; debt service of 
N1.66 trillion (22 percent); sinking 
fund of N177.46 billion (2.4 percent) 
to retire certain maturing bonds; 
non-debt recurrent expenditure 
of N2.98 trillion (40.8 percent); and 
capital expenditure of N2.24 trillion 
(30.7 percent) inclusive of statutory 
transfers.

“30.7 percent of this expenditure 
will be capital in line with our de-
termination to reflate and pull the 
economy out of recession as quickly 

levies – are estimated to contribute 
N1.373 trillion. 

The federal government equally 
sets a projection of N807.57 billion 
for independent revenues, while 
projecting receipts of N565.1 bil-
lion from various recoveries. Other 
revenue sources, including mining, 
amount to N210.9 billion.

Unrealistic assumptions?
Analysts have picked hole 

on these assumptions especially 
with intensifying pressure on the 
dollar/naira exchange rate which 
does not seem would abate any-
time soon; crude oil prices which 
Nigeria does not have some level 
of control over; and especially 

domestic market. However, ris-
ing debt profile to fund mainly 
recurrent spending has been a 
major source of concern.

While 30.7 percent of this ex-
penditure has been planned for 
capital, recurrent would take a large 
chunk of the spending, which ana-
lysts criticize. Personnel costs alone 
have been planned to gulp about 
N1.8 trillion.

Jumbo package for 4 ministries
If approved by the parliament, 

the country struggling with huge 
economic challenges would be 
spending about N1.46 trillion of its 
N7.298 trillion to fund the personnel 
and overhead costs of just four of its 
ministries – about 70 percent of the 

platform are captured.
Private sector involvement
Authorities claim the 2017 bud-

get is designed to expand partner-
ship between public and private sec-
tors, including development capital 
to leverage and catalyse resources 
for growth.  

But they are quite silent on 
government’s stance on privatisa-
tion of public assets so as to allow 
the private sector to effectively 
manage them for economic good. 
The government is also silent on 
what is likely to be expected from 
privatisation proceeds. 

Experts are concerned that there 
are inadequate policies to drive 
the much-needed investments as 
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President Muhammadu Buhari

What Nigerians want from 
government in 2017

T
oday marks the beginning 
of a new year. As usual, a 
time like this comes with 
great expectations. This is 
more so for many Nige-

rians for whom 2016 was a year of 
disappointments. 

The country witnessed one of the 
weakest naira-dollar exchange rates 
from a seemingly stable N150 to over 
N400 per dollar. Nigerians bought 
premium motor spirit (petrol) at 
N145 as against N87, and ultimately 
were bruised by inflation rate which 
hit 18.6 percent as prices of goods 
and services skyrocketed, especially 
imported ones that required hard-
to-find foreign exchange. It was also 
the year the country entered one of 
the worst economic recessions in 
its history, worsened by an unclear 
sense of economic direction that is 
already threatening investments 
and job security.

Many were also disappointed 
with the political class, especially 
the Muhammadu Buhari admin-
istration, for not living up to most 
of its campaign promises. Buhari 
had promised free food for primary 
school pupils across the country, 
N5,000 monthly social security for 
the unemployed, stable electricity 
supply, revamping and diversifying 
of the economy away from dwin-
dling oil fortunes, and fight against 
corruption, which many think has 
become a tool for witch-hunting the 
opposition.

So, from every ramification, the 
just concluded year was very harsh 
to many Nigerian families, private 
and corporate organizations and the 
citizens at large. It is a relief that the 
year has just ended and ushering in 
a brand new year today.

Yet, with the economic hardship 
predicted to bite even harder in 2017, 
most Nigerians are only hopeful of 
good times against the bad outing 
they had last year. Not many seem 
to have great expectations.

BDSUNDAY went to town to find 
out what Nigerians want from gov-

ernment in 2017. 
Sukanmi Balogun, an economist 

and financial expert with a Lagos-
based investment bank, said gov-
ernment should strengthen all the 
monetary policies and execute action 
plans to end or ease recession, which, 
according to him, was the bane of the 
economic hardship in 2016. 

“One of the ways to end the eco-
nomic downturn is to pump more 
money into the system and allow 
people to keep spending and ex-
changing until we are out of the 
recession,” Balogun said. 

“Globally, countries in recession 
are advised to encourage their citi-
zens to spend, but in Nigeria, there 
is no money anywhere, and govern-
ment is scaring the few that want to 
spend with anti-corruption. So, how 
do you project escape when you fail 
to apply the necessary economic 
conditions and policies?” he queried.

Austin Ikedia, an economist, urged 
government to give priority to the 
call for the restructuring of the econ-
omy in 2017. 

“We have been a mono economy 
for a long time. If government is seri-
ous about diversifying the economy, 
then it needs a holistic restructuring 
of the economy. This is not time to 
spend money in search of crude oil in 
the Chad Basin. What about agricul-
ture, solid mineral, service industry 
and technology?” he asked.

For him, government can encour-
age people to spend by assisting en-
trepreneurs in agriculture, technol-
ogy, creative industry, among other 
non-oil sectors.

Oby Ezekwsili, former Nigerian 
minister, said that as 2016 draws to 

an end, if there is one BIG MISS, it 
has to be the analytical failure of the 
Buhari government to review and 
adapt its economic policy. 

For her, such review would have 
enabled government to identify and 
fix areas of need necessary for fast 
recovery from economic recession.

Timothy Uke, a technology en-
trepreneur and MD/CEO, Cedar 
Creations, advised government to 
improve on electricity supply to cut 
the soaring overhead cost of most 
small scale businesses, enable them 
to grow, employ more people and 
create wealth within the country.

With the high exchange rate, most 
companies that import their raw ma-
terials are closing shop because of the 
overhead, but with stable electricity 
supply, most entrepreneurs can af-
ford to produce them locally, save 
foreign exchange, build capacity, and 
empower people. 

“It is a shame that a milling com-
pany in Lagos closed down due to 
spoilt parts. But such parts can be 
fabricated or produced here if small 
scale businesses are truly given en-
abling environment,” he said.

Speaking further, Uke noted that 
23 percent interest rate charged by 
banks was killing small scale and 
creative businesses, denying them 
huge employment opportunities.

“Government should encourage 
banks to reduce their interest rates 
in 2017 to enable budding entrepre-
neurs to have easy access to funding. 
Bank of Industry and Nexim Bank 
are doing well, but they need to reach 
out to more enterprising people in or-
der to expand their business as com-
mercial banks hardly lend money to 

those who truly need it due to lack 
of collateral,” he said.

Yasra Audi, Nasarawa-based 
farmer, urged government to sustain 
the ban on importation of rice and 
other locally produced food items 
and products. For him, the ban on 
importation of food items would 
encourage local production and cre-
ate jobs and wealth, especially for 
the youths.

But Linus Adigwe had a contrary 
opinion. The fairly-used car dealer 
argued that the ban on importation 
of rice was not right because it has 
created artificial scarcity as Nigeria 
needs importation to supplement 
local production, while ban on 
the importation of fairly-used car 
implies that people can no longer 
afford cheap cars. The development, 
according to him, has heightened 
smuggling activities across border 
towns in the country.

He therefore called on govern-
ment to lift the ban to avoid inimi-
cal issues such as the importation of 
plastic rice.

Ebong Bassey, a senior civil ser-
vant with Lagos State government, 
said there was urgent need to save 
Nigerian labour from irrelevance 
as alternative unions are being reg-
istered.

“The Nigerian Labour Congress 
has always been the last hope of the 
common man in fighting excesses 
of the government of the day and 
if government sees nothing wrong 
with the splitting of the strong um-
brella body into several weak groups, 
it means government has succeeded 
in shutting down opposition. That 
has already happened with the last 
increase in fuel price that went unop-
posed,” he explained.

Toeing same line, Nkole Opia, a 
lawyer and political activist, remind-
ed the present administration that 
the country is in a democratic dis-
pensation, adding that government 
should allow the opposition to thrive 
in order to ensure good governance 
and accountability to the electorates.

Opia insisted that the anti-corrup-
tion campaign had been toothless in 
2016 for less conviction of suppos-
edly corrupt Nigerians. He called for 
true independence of the EFCC, add-
ing that the agency must not be used 
as weapon to hunt down opposition. 

“Orji Uzor Kalu, the former gov-
ernor of Abia State, decamped to the 
ruling party when it was obvious 
EFCC was going to call his case up 
once again and many others,” he said.

Terfa Ngwuga, a doctor, asked for 
that the killings by the Fulani herds-
men be stopped in 2017. 

“It is unfortunate that the present 
government has done little or noth-
ing to stop the Fulani herdsmen’s 
onslaught on innocent villagers. 
From Jos to Taraba, Benue, Enugu, 
they are now in Southern Kaduna 
and nobody sees anything wrong 
with their murderous acts,” he said. 

“The Federal Government should 
be firm in condemning them this 
year and also taking necessary action 
against them,” he added.

 

OBINNA EMELIKE & MABEL DIMMA

The Nigerian Labour 
Congress has always 

been the last hope of 
the common man in 

fighting excesses of the 
government of the day 
and if government sees 
nothing wrong with the 

splitting of the strong 
umbrella body into 

several weak groups, it 
means government has 
succeeded in shutting 

down opposition
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Separate power ministry from works 
and housing, Nigerians urge Buhari

A
s the year 2016 ended, 
leaving Nigerians with 
the most obnoxious 
economic memories 
in recent history, citi-

zensa have tasked President Mu-
hammadu Buhari and his All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) on how to 
spend taxpayers’ money in 2017 to 
avoid further plunging of the na-
tion’s economy.

Nigerians’ ‘to do list’ for the presi-
dent shows that many are not 
impressed with the performance 
of the federal cabinet members, par-
ticularly the ministers as presently 
constituted. They ask him to reor-
ganize the ministries for efficiency 
and sack those with no evidence of 
performance.

Adeleke Adedipe, chief operat-
ing officer, LEKOIL Nigeria Limited, 
pioneering general manager, Cor-
porate Security, SHELL Nigeria, told 
BDSUNDAY that President Buhari’s 
cabinet is long overdue for reshuf-
fling, postulating that it makes no 
sense for strategic ministries like 
Power, Works and Housing to come 
under one ministry with one man 
appointed to oversee it.

“Whether Buhari likes it or not, he 
has to change his cabinet on many 
fronts; concentrating Power, Works 
and Housing in one hand doesn’t 
make sense. Works and Housing can 
stay together but separate Power 
from it; Power should be by itself. In 
the same vein, Transport Ministry 
should be broken into parts. By the 
current method, the President has 
only succeeded in making some 
Ministers and Permanent Secretar-
ies more powerful than others; but 
Nigerians are not seeing results from 
these ministers.

“Let me tell you, Power in itself is 
an abattoir to Nigerians; so you need 
focus attention to it. There are min-
istries you can put together, but not 
Power, Works and Housing. They 
are very strategic. Several Nigerians 
live under the bridge; and Nigerians 
who have houses don’t have light; 
and you now put Power, Works and 
Housing under one ministry! It is a 

big joke.
“Also, Solomon Dalung, the Min-

ister of Sports and Youth Develop-
ment should be removed because 
he is an imbecile; he doesn’t know 
what he is doing. He is a disgrace to 
the government and to Nigerians”, 
he said.

He advised that the FG hands 
off joint ventures in the oil and gas 

sector and concern itself with royal-
ties; adding that government should 
divest its 65% in SHELL; its 60% in 
Chevron and Total respectively.

However, he says, government 
must strengthen its regulator (De-
partment of Petroleum Resources); 
so that it can monitor oil companies 
to ensure that they pay true royal-
ties.

“This is how government ought to 
handle the upstream industry this 
year. For the downstream, now that 
subsidy is removed, government 
should allow full deregulation”, he 
opined.

Disputing suggestion by some 
Nigerians that government regu-
late prices of certain food items in 
2017 to curb inflation, he said there 
was nowhere in the world where 
government do such a thing, not-
ing that global best practices is for 
government to ensure there is mass 
production of food.

“When there is mass production 
and supply that can equal demand- 
prices will naturally crash. It is the 
law of supply and demand. So, the 
reason why market people hike their 
price is because supply is less than 
demand. But when there is mass 
production and the supply exceeds 

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

…ask president to fix economy, infrastructure, employment, tackle hunger in 2017

Babatude Fashola
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the demand, those selling high will 
have no choice than to bring down 
their prices.

 “A perfect example is the partner-
ship between Lagos and Kebbi State 
governments to produce Lake Rice. 
If that Lake Rice floods the market in 
Lagos, nobody will sell a bag of rice 
for N40, 000. Other states should 
emulate Lagos and Kebbi come 2017. 
If Ofada rice is in abundance, why 
will I eat rice from Asia? In fact, 
Ofada rice is better than the parboil 
rice from China”, he boasts.

He admonished that in 2017, 
government should not allow im-
portation of food items that are 
locally produced but rather, work 
assiduously towards achieving its 
abundance in order to block any 
alternative; thereby compelling 
Nigerians to buy the local produce.

“The government should also 
work to reduce interest rate in the 
country; nowhere in the world in-
terest rate is two digits”, he further 
said.

Friday Ighalo, a level four hun-
dred student of Ambrose Ali Uni-
versity, Ekpoma, Edo State, said his 
agenda for the federal government 
this year is improved electricity 
supply, stating that the perennial 
epileptic power supply made life 
meaningless for most Nigerians and 
worsened the ease of doing business 
in the country.

“Some parts of Nigeria includ-
ing Lagos and Edo did not witness 
power supply throughout last year; 
some had their transformers taken 
away for more than seven months; 
some did not use government’s 
energy for the yuletide. Nigerians 
virtually provided everything by 
themselves last year and doing so 
this year will further compound 
economic hardship for many”, he 
told BD SUNDAY.

Like several others, Christian 
Oluba, a security personnel based 
in Lagos, said he would like to see 
a drop in prices of most food items 
like rice, beans and garri, par-
ticularly in urban centres-where 
Nigerians are spending so much 
on house rent and powering their 
generating sets in the absence of 
steady power supply.

“The prices of food items were on 
the high side last year; many could 
not afford rice or garri. Rice and garri 
are gradually becoming exclusive 
food items for the rich and the mid-
dle class. Several poor Nigerians can 
no longer afford these once popular 
food items as it is today; and all these 
are happening under a government 
that promised change. They have 
enough time to either turn the situ-
ation around or be changed come 
2019. There is so much hunger in the 
land at the moment and the govern-
ment must do all within its power to 

address it”, he said.
But Babatunde Oluajo, public pol-

icy manager at Integrity, a nonprofit 
organization management, former 
secretary, Zero Corruption Coalition 
(ZCC), said reshuffling or changing 
cabinet members will not auto-
matically change Nigeria’s economic 
game in 2017, since President Buhari 
cannot break the foisted Nigerian 
political architecture where only 
loyal party members are appointed 
into key position at the expense of 
brilliant minds who are outside the 
political wall.

“The challenge is beyond cabi-
net change. If the President re-
moves RotimiAmeachi and Solomon 
Dalongbfor instance, who will he 
bring to replace them? Will the 
President be courageous enough to 
appoint competent Nigerians who 
are not his party members? You and 
I know that the answer is no. it is the 
same incompetent people who are 
either party members or political 
children of party godfathers. The 
President will still replace them 
with politicians who are bereft of 
ideas. They will never leave their 
party and shop for competent hands 
outside. If the President removes any 
of these ministers another idiot will 
be brought to replace him or her”, 
Oluajo lamented.

According to him, President 
Buhari should set a measurable 

agenda for each of the ministers 
this year through which they can 
be appraised, and that within a 
stipulated time, any minister who 
falls short of such agenda shown 
the way out.

He also opined that the looted 
funds revered so far by the regime 
should be put back in the economy 
by way of investing in infrastructure 
and related projects that would di-
rectly impact the lives of Nigerians.

“The government must address 
the economy this year by investing 
in infrastructure. Our infrastruc-
tures are dying already; most of the 
roads are like death traps. Govern-
ment should focus on that. Some of 
the looted funds recovered should 
be invested in sectors of economy 
that can bring multiplier effects in 
order for us to reduce the suffering 
of the masses. 

“The recession was further com-
pounded by the regime; health 
sector is in shambles; power is not 
working; education is collapsing; and 
so, the government needs to start 
putting to use those resources (re-
covered looted funds). We also need 
to reduce consumption. We have a 
situation so bad that government 
borrows for consumption. Unless 
we start spending money on key 
sectors of the economy, there is no 
way we can address the recession. 
We need to diversify the economy 
and revamp the value of the naira”, 
he said.

According to him, while it will 
be good for the regime to continue 
its fight against corruption, the gov-
ernment most focus on infrastruc-
ture by ensuring investment in the 
best productive sector, adding that 
such investment will guarantee the 
naira’s return to value.

Ejike Ufonna, MD/CEO, Rich 
Properties Limited, counselled 
that if President Buhari must set 
things right this year, he must put 
in place solid economic team that 
would perform the much needed 
miracle.

“The economy is too bad, there-
fore, government need to have good 
economic team, irrespective of 
tribe and political affiliation. What 
I have found out about Buhari is 
that he is a tribalistic man; it doesn’t 
count if you are not a northerner. 
For him to get Nigeria out of this 
mess he needs the very best Nigeria 
has to offer.

“With what we are seeing now, $1 
may go as high as N1, 000 because it 
has no control. Most foreign inves-
tors pulled out their dollars from our 
economy and our oil earning drop 
are part of the reasons why inflation 
is this high. Buhari’s shout of cor-
ruption is the reason many foreign 
investors pulled their dollars out of 
the Nigerian economy. This is one of 
the reasons the naira kept on falling. 
The Nigerian economy should be 
handed over to people who know 
how to handle such economic mat-
ters; and we have countless number 
of such Nigerians”, he said.

According to him, the government 
should also focus on human capacity 
development and job creation for 
the teeming Nigerian youths, noting 
that the Buhari regime has already 
failled in its campaign promises.
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What expectations do you have 
of the government in 2017?

ployment opportuni-
ties. More concentra-
tion on Agricultural 
activities. 

I expect quick imple-
mentation of the bud-
get; the Government 
needs to look critically 
and address the issue of 
the cost of living of her 
citizens which has been 
a major challenge of the 
masses. 

I would advise the 
government to sit down 
and see how they can 
salvage the situation 
otherwise we could be 
in for a serious problem. 

I want to see a year 
of more infrastructur-
al development and a 
more secured environ-
ment for all the citizens.

Ayeni Ekundayo
CEO BusinessPlus 

Service

O
ne of the 
most  an-
t ic ipate d 
aspect of 
the Buhari 

KELECHI EWUZIE

Ludare Olateju
Sabada musician 

(Juju music)

C
ommunication: 
This Govern-
ment can im-
prove on public 

perception by engaging 
professionals to handle 
government communi-
cation.  That has been 
albeit poorly handled.

The inconsistencies 
and shoddy handling 
has perhaps contrib-
uted to the poor rating 
of the administration 
both internally and ex-
ternally. Major actors 
in the administration 

should take time to lis-
ten to “finishing school” 
experts.  The usual Pa-
nache is missing in this 
government.

Ownership: The ad-
ministration can take 
a cue from the Bush /
Obama power transi-
tion in 2008. American 
economy was in sham-
bles at the time but the 
later took ownership 
then silently fixed the 
problem. Overzealous 
government agencies 
should be cautioned; 
they should roll up their 
sleeves and get some job 
done. Enough of the on-
going media trials!

Sam Hart
Convener, Project 

MadeInAba

I 
w o u l d  w a n t  t o 
see a more coor-
dinated approach 
towards taking us 

out of the recession 
we’re in. I would want 
to see actual actions 
that show a commit-
ment towards tackling 
corruption. Beyond the 
media trials & allega-
tions, I would want to 
see examples like sack-
ing officials involved 
in questionable actions 
and replacement of of-
ficials performing obvi-
ously below par. Nige-
ria has what it takes to 
be a great nation. Let’s 
move from ‘potential 
to actual’ by deliber-
ate policies aimed at 
strengthening critical 
sectors of government.

I was happy to hear 
President  Muham-
madu Buhari in his 
2017 Budget Speech 
say that in 2017, the 
FG will look inwards 
for production of goods 

and services- especial-
ly mentioned was the 
manufacturing power-
houses of Aba. I’m also 
excited about the Office 
of the Senate President 
opening a dedicated 
Office to enforce the 
Public Procurement Act 
and compel MDAs to 
look inwards before 
sourcing any goods and 
services abroad. So yes, I 
am optimistic that 2017 
will be a great year for 
MadeInAba and Made-
InNigeria generally. My 
expectation is that this 
speech becomes reality 
in 2017.

Olufemi Falodun
COO, ID Africa Ltd

A
s a Nigerian 
man, I would 
love for the 
federal gov-

ernment to stop paying 
lip service to fighting 
corruption, and actu-
ally start showing and 
proving to the people 
that it means what it 
says. There’s no way 
we can claim to be 
fighting corruption 
as a country and the 
2017 budget will still 
be filled with all kinds 
of questionable line 
items and funny look-
ing numbers. 

Also, the NASS in 
Abuja still works with 
a budget that we can’t 
fully scrutinize and 
assess. They need to 
slash their pay, and al-
low independent bod-
ies and civil society to 
audit the figures. This 
will be a good start for 
the much-talked about 
anti-corruption fight of 
the administration, and 
then maybe we’ll start 
believing them from 
then on.

As manager of a 
small tech-based busi-
ness, where 90% of our 
non-salary recurrent 
expenses are in US dol-
lars, 2016 was a hellish 
year. We spent the time 

trying to sustain our 
business while strug-
gling with getting FX 
and the disappearing 
margins on our revenue 
as a result of the ridicu-
lous exchange rate.

G enerally,  b etter 
economic policy strate-
gies and monetary pol-
icy decisions from CBN 
and the government 
will help businesses like 
ours survive and stay 
afloat, and maybe even 
turn a profit. Anything 
like what happened in 
2016 repeating itself 
will only lead to more 
loss of jobs, as several 
more young and small 
start-ups, especially 
tech-based and digital 
businesses will die very 
quick deaths.

Ajayi Olulope John
Publisher/CEO Mar-

keting Edge Magazine

I 
want the FG of 
PMB to reflate the 
economy so that the 
economic environ-

ment can bounce back 
into life with activities 

We should move away 
from the years of a con-
suming nation to a pro-
ducing nation. What-
ever the consequence, 
let us all suffer it now 
than to keep postpon-
ing the evil days. I am 
quite optimistic that 
Nigeria has what it 
takes to be a great na-
tion. With the collec-
tive resolve by all, we 
shall make the nation 
great again. Not in the 
least too, I expect the 
federal government to 
encourage the growth 
and development of 
small and medium en-
terprises. Government 
should wave some tax-
es and reduce instances 
of multiple taxes -this 
will reduce the growth 
burden on this employ-
ment generating me-
dium while boosting 
national GDP on the 
long run.

at full swing. With the 
frugal management of 
the national treasury in 
the past two years, PMB 
is now in the vantage 
position to liquefy the 
economic system so that 
the ailing sector can be 
fully oxygenated. I also 
expect govt to intensify 

the war on corruption. It 
must be total but as this 
war is ongoing, genuine 
efforts should be made 
to ensure the proceeds 
if this war does not go 
back into the cesspool 
of corruption through 
the back door.

Similarly, I expect 
government to support 
agriculture through 
practical initiatives like 
what the Lagos and 
Kebbi states partner-
ship has achieved with 
the mass production 
of Lake Rice. The age 
of policies that would 
not translate to actual 
results should be dis-
carded and put behind 
us. Government should 
also ensure strict en-
forcement or total ban 
on some prohibited 
foreign products. We 
should encourage lo-
cal manufacturing of 
our essential needs. 

Compiled by 
Mabel Dimma

led administration is 
the keen awaiting of 
full implementation 
of the 2016/2017 bud-
get as this has slowed 
down the pace of vari-
ous economic activi-
ties and has contrib-
uted to the current 

situation of chaos and 
expectations in the 
country as recession 
eats  de ep into  the 
economy. 

This financial year 
has come to a close on 
a heavy note with the 
news of signing of the 
budget and review at 
the legislative level 
still very fresh in the 
atmosphere. My ex-
pectations for 2017;

An e c onomy de-
void of over-inflation, 
increased minimum 
wage for workers to 
b e able to me et up 
with the emerging 
extra cost caused by 
inflation due depre-
ciation of Nigerian 
Naira, increase in em-
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Daniel Aluko, a prominent chandler whose factory is located in Ikorodu in this interview gives a frank as-
sessment of the state of the economy, plight of manufacturers in this era of recession and the huge chal-
lenge facing candle manufacturers among other issues. He urges banks to show more commitment to small 
and medium scale businesses as a way of growing the economy. Excerpts:

Interview

be making a marginal profit of about 
N70, 000 per week, if I met demand 
target. I have been handling the pro-
duction and finishing line myself. It 
would have earned more if I got suf-
ficient man-power and capital to run 
the factory.

I have realised the initial capital 
that I invested into the business. I have 
continued to roll it over in order to ex-
pand to meet demand. The amount of 
foreign exchange that goes into impor-
tation of the raw material is so huge 
that if the local refineries are working 
optimally, we would have been spend-
ing less. Paraffin Wax which is one of 
the bye products of refined crude oil 
can be sourced locally if the refineries 
are working in Nigeria.

Due to the fallen value of Naira, 
Wax is sold to us at a roof top price 
because it is imported. Another major 
raw material is the stearin, which is 
also obtained by the fractionation of 
palm fruit during production of palm 
oil. It is also very expensive to get 
this b e caus e of the increasing 
exchange rate. These two major 
raw materials could ordinarily be 
sourced locally, if we are a serious 
nation.

 
What is your evaluation of the 

market for candle in Nigeria?
Candle-making is a profitable 

venture, if the chandler has suf-
ficient funds to bankroll the busi-
ness. The product has proven to be 
a must-have for every household. 

production. He later shut down the 
factory and absconded after fall-
ing victim of ‘one-chance’ robbery 
squad that swindled him of all the 
money he claimed to have raised 
within the period.

While I was with First Bank 
as a contract staff, I managed to 
reinvest certain percentage of my 
allowances into the production in 
order to meet demands, but my 
younger brother was not as pas-
sionate as he should have been. Af-
ter 11 months in the bank, I had to 
start the production all over again.

 
How have you fared since re-

turning to production?
It has been fulfilling having 

to return to handle the produc-
tion myself. I have worked with the 
limited resources, since there are no 
other means of raising capital to op-
timise production target. However, I 
have come to the realisation that op-
portunities abound in the sector, but 
there is no finance to run the business 
in   large-scale commercial quantity. 
The banks are not willing to offer 
loans to small scale operators like us. 
I managed to apply for loan, when I 
was with First Bank, they promised 
to assist, but I have been waiting to 
no avail.

 
How profitable is candle produc-

tion in Nigeria?
This is a sector that Nigerian inves-

tors have not fully tapped into. I would 

W
h a t ’ s  y o u r 
background?

I  g r a d u -
a t e d  w i t h 
H i g h e r  D i -
ploma Certif-

icate in Computer Science from the 
Lagos State Polytechnic, Ikorodu 
campus. After my NYSC I decided 
to venture into commercial pro-
duction of candles having spent 
months looking for jobs. This de-
cision has, to a large extent, been 
fruitful.

 
What inspired you into com-

mercial production of candles? 
I learnt about candle production 

in 2006 when I was in secondary 
school, after registering as an ap-
prentice with my former boss, Ad-
esanya of Lolly Ventures. I worked 
with her for so many years, where 
I learnt everything about candle 
production. Years later, I decided 
to further my education by com-
pleting my secondary certificate 
examination and was later offered 
admission to study Computer Sci-
ence at the Lagos State Polytechnic, 
Ikorodu campus.

In 2014, after concluding the 
polytechnic education, I put re-
sources together and set up my 
own production line. Start-up was 
a little bit complex as I later discov-
ered that I would need sufficient 
capital to meet the production 
target. Having realised the need 
to support me, my former boss of-
fered me one of her machines to 
save the rigour of raising capital for 
a new one. Despite this, I was still 
confronted with the difficulties of 
meeting production target due to 
insufficient funds to meet supplies 
and logistics. 

In an attempt to find a means to 
generate funds required to boost 
production, I decided to outsource 
the factory to my younger brother, 
to pick a contract work with First 
Bank Plc, NNPC Sagamu Branch, as 
adhoc-staff employed to help reg-
ister bank customers for the Bank 
Verification (BVN) exercise.

The contract job lasted for about 
11 months and I was later relieved 
after the expiration of the contract. 
The bank could not retain us and 
I decided to return to the candle 
production.

Unfortunately,  my younger 
brother in whose care I had handed 
the factory, could not sustain the 

Candle-making industry can employ 
5 million Nigerians - Aluko

It is also considered in Nigeria 
as a major item mostly used for 
spiritual purposes especially by 
Christians. These two uses make 
the product an essential commod-
ity. Unfortunately, the candles im-
ported into the country from China 
has dominated the market share in 
the range of 90 percent.

Deep interest must be shown by 
indigenous investors to domesti-
cate production. There is no doubt 
that this sector has the capacity 
to create more than 5 million jobs 
within the value chain, considering 
the huge demands for the product. 
I am aware that many indigenous 
investors have been trying their 
best but they have not been able to 
match the size of candles imported 
from China. Nigerian end users 
depend so much on importation of 
candles from China for household 
and religious purposes. This means 
that we need more Nigerians to 
invest in the sector, while govern-
ment must encourage the commer-
cial banks to offer affordable loans 
to producers.

 
What are some of the challenges 

you may have been encountering
The cost of the raw materials 

is on the high side and we need 
government’s intervention in this 
area.  A sack of stearin and block of 
paraffin wax can produce 5 cartons 
of candles, with certainty of about 
N40, 000 as margin. The earning 
is also relative to efficiency of the 
chandler.  

We need funds to purchase au-
tomated candle- making machine 
from Germany, which can pro-
duce about millions of candles in 
a week. For instance, the 8-valved 
automated Wax dispensing ma-
chine, which is the industry best, 
can deliver millions of candles in 
a week. It is sold for $36,500. The 
cheaper automated machine; Auto 
Shot 3000-D Automated Candle 
Pouring System with digital timer, 
is currently sold for $6,995.

 
What do you want the govern-

ment to do for you?
I have a great business model and I 

want to expand into massive produc-
tion. Demand for the product is high 
and I have been struggling to meet 
such. I need government to encour-
age the banks to lend us money. I 
need an average of about N10million 
to invest into the business. 

Daniel Aluko
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I
ndeed God has been so 
gracious to Nigeria and 
N i g e r i a n s  i n  d i ve r s e 
ways,  despite  the nu-

merous challenges that en-
velop e d the c ountry, par-
ticularly insecurity that led 
to the death of millions of 
innocent children, women 
and men especially in the 
North-East region following 
the activities of the ravag-
ing Boko Haram insurgents, 
as well as the rejuvenated 
Niger  D elta  mil i tants .  In 
other parts of the country, 
n o  o n e  c a n  qu a n t i f y  t h e 
bloodshed arising from the 
heinous attacks unleashed 
on the p eac eful p e ople of 
Agatuland in Benue State by 
men suspected to be Fulani 
herdsmen, and the killings in 
Southern Kaduna. Reflecting 
over the crisis of the Shiites 
religious group also in Ka-
duna state leaves Nigerians 
crying for imme diate and 
lasting solutions to all the 
ungodly and inhuman activi-
ties fuelled by unquenchable 
quest for money, supremacy, 
among other transient and 
p erishable things that we 
value above human lives.

A s i d e  f ro m  l o s i n g  m i l-
lions of human res ourc es 
who would have boosted the 

country’s fortune, the sad-
ness that enveloped families 
and the entire country, you 
need to listen and have the 
feel of the lifestyle of mil-
lions of our people who, out 
of fun, tagge d ‘Internally 
Displac e d Pers ons (IDPs) ’. 
Unfortunately, they were 
the victims of religious and 
c o m mu n u a l  w a r s .  T h e s e 
are some of the factors that 
shap e year 2016.  Around 
t h i s  t i m e  l a s t  ye a r,  t h e y 
were alive and hopeful of 
seeing more years without 
k n o w i n g  t h e  d e at h  w a s 
hovering around! Oh dear!!!

A l l  o f  t h e s e  i m p a c t e d 
on the socio-economic and 
political life of our country. 
Greed and quest for survival 
abound among politicians 
who at one time or the other 
further impoverished the 
working class. Imagine the 
extent of corruption in the 
public institutions, talkless 
of the private sector. The 
country’s disposition to the 
issue of corruption that we 
have b e en treat ing with 
g l o o ve - h a n d s ,  t r i b a l i s m , 
ethnicity and compromise 
of standard and merit were 
bane of  Nigeria’s  under -
development despite tril-
lions of naira realised from 

enormous resources at our 
disp osal .  The custo dians 
of all  the institutions/re-
sources and politicians alike 
merely see their tenure as 
l ifetime opp ortunities  to 
loot the our commonwealth 
because they never believe 
in the future. That is the 
more reason why little or no 
attention is given to build-
ing enduring institutions 
for national development. 
I m a g i n e  t h e  qu a n t u m  o f 
abandoned projects begging 
for government’s attention 
at both Federal and State 
levels, not to mention the 
i m p o ve r i s h e d  l i f e  at  t h e 
g ra s s ro o t / Lo c a l  G o ve r n -
ment Councils! To worsen 
the case, our leaders have 
failed to prioritise policies 
and programmes that would 
douse the tension and alle-
viate the sufferings of the 
citizenry. I get more wor-
ried when we frivolously 
squander meagre resources 
despite the economic reces-
sion steering us at the face. 
I imagine the state of our 
health institutions, full of 
edifices, full of unmotivated 
personnels. Skeletal revela-
tions from various inves-
t i g at i ve  p ub l i c  h e a r i n g s 
especially on the invasion 

of residents of some judicial 
officials which I attended in 
the House of Representa-
tives, confirmed that Nige-
ria is deeply enmeshed in 
c orruption.  Some critical 
investigative hearings ini-
tiated by the House before 
they signed-off for the year 
2016 included the Malabu 
oil  blo c s candal;  prob e of 
the activities and funding of

D e ve l o p m e n t  F i n a n c e 
Institutions (DFIs)  which 
led to the request for the 
audited accounts of Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Small 
and Medium Enterprises of 
Nigeria (SMEDAN), Nigerian 
Export Import Bank (NEX-
IM) ;  Bank of  Agriculture 
(BoA);  National Ec onomic 
Reconstruction Fund (NER-
F UND);  Fe deral Mortgage 
Bank of Nigeria (FMBN) and 
Infrastructure Bank, among 
others, which is to resume 
on January 17, 2017.

The House also initiated 
probe into the disbursement 
and utilization of bail-out 
funds to State Governments 
with the view to ascertain 
the ne c essity for further 
disbursement as muted by 
t h e  Fe d e ra l  G o ve r n m e n t 
and  another probe into the 
fraudulent  Mult i -B i l l ion 

naira cash payout to Gov-
ernment officials annually 
by Insuranc e Companies 
mandated to insure Govern-
ment fixed and non-fixed 
a s s e t s  b y  w ay  o f  re t u r n 
on premiums. All of these 
may presumptuously turn 
to banana-peels and throw 
the Lower Chamb er into 
another kind of crises while 
hoping that there shall not 
be another ‘budget padding’ 
as we look forward to the 
consideration of the 2017 
budget  prop osal .  On this 
note, do I commit Nigeria 
and Nigerians into Go d’s 
s a c re d  h a n d s  t o  p ro v i d e 
divine solutions to myriads 
of challenges that seem too 
numerous for our leaders to 
handle especially ‘corrup-
tion’ in the new year.

Let’s do things differently this year, please

Assembly Watch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

J
ust when we thought 
t h e  ‘ r e j e c t i o n ’  o f 
Ibrahim Magu as sub-
s t a n t i ve  c h a i r m a n , 

E c o n o m i c  a n d  F i n a n c i a l 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
by the Senate has been set-
tled and President Muham-
madu Buhari  is  exp e cte d 
to submit a new nominee, 
crisis is brewing between 
the Senate sp okesp ers on, 
Aliyu Abdullahi and Lead-
er of the Red Chamber Ali 
Ndume.

While the Senate Leader 
alleged that the ‘rejection’ 
was smuggled in by some 
of his colleagues and that 
the Senate only res olve d 
“ n o t  t o  c o n f i r m”  M a g u , 
S e n at e  s p o ke s p e r s o n  i n -
sisted that the nomination 
had been rejected.

To  A b d u l l a h i ,  N d u m e 
h a d  n o  l o c u s  s t a n d i  t o 
address  the Press  on the 

matter and that his duties 
a s  M a j o r i t y  Le a d e r  d o e s 
not include usurping the 
functions of the Media and 
Public Affairs Committee.

A p e ep into the Senate 
Standing Orders 2015 (as 
a m e n d e d )  r e ve a l e d  t h at 
the functions of  the Ma-
jority Leader of the Senate 
include:  to lead the busi-
ness of the Senate, manage 
the legislative schedule of 
the Re d Chamb er as well 
as  l iais e with Committe e 
Chairmen and other func-
tionaries of the Senate.

A s  i t  s t a n d s ,  t h e  h a l -
lowe d chamb er has b e en 
factionalised into pro and 
a n t i - M a g u  l a w m a k e r s , 
courtesy of influence from 
President Buhari’s kitchen 
c ab i n e t .  W h i l e  t h e  p r o -
M a g u  s e n a t o r s  a r e  o p -
t i m i s t i c  t h at  t h e  S e n at e 
m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  M a g u  i f 
B u h a r i  c o u l d  f a u l t  t h e 
D S S  re p o r t ,  u p o n  w h i c h 
he was rejected, the anti-
Magu senators are flexing 
mus cles ,  await ing a  new 
chairmanship nominee by 
the President.

The fact that some sena-
t o r s  a n d  t h e i r  s p o u s e s 
are enmeshed in criminal 
c a s e s ,  d i d  n o t  a l s o  h e l p 
m at t e r s ,  a s  s e n at o r s  s e e 
Magu’s c onfirmation as a 
way of getting back at the 

Fe d e ra l  G o ve r n m e n t  fo r 
a l l e g e d l y  w i t c h - h u n t i n g 
them.

M a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c a s e s 
against the lawmakers are 
re l at e d  t o  a l l e g at i o n s  o f 
c orruption,  running into 
bill ions of naira that the 
s e n at o r s  a r e  a c c u s e d  o f 
misappropriating.

At least six of the law-
makers have been docked 
at various courts for trial 
on fraud charges, most of 
them former governors.

Tw o  o f  t h e  s e n a t o r s , 
however, are facing charg-
es of forgery and drug of-
fences, respectively, while 
the last one has b e en in-
terrogated by the Commis-
sion over alleged fraud.

Some of the legislators 
w h o s e  t r i a l s  h a v e  c o m -
m e n c e d  i n c l u d e :  S e n at e 
President  Bukola  Saraki ; 
D e p ut y  S e n at e  M i n o r i t y 
Leader Godswill Akpabio; 
Chairman Senate Commit-
tee on Public Procurement, 
Joshua Dariye; Chairman,  
Senate Committee on Ap-
p r o p r i a t i o n s  D a n j u m a 
G o j e .  O t h e r s  a re :  C h a i r -
m a n ,  S e n at e  C o m m i t t e e 
on Agriculture Abdullahi 
A d a mu ,  C h a i r m a n  S e n -
ate Committee on Special 
Duties  Ab dulaziz  Nyako, 
Chairman Senate Commit-
te e on Marine Transp ort 

A h m e d  S a n i  Y a r i m a  a s 
well as Buruji Kashamu.

S a r a k i  i s  f a c i n g  a 
1 3 - c o u n t  c h a r g e  a t  t h e 
Code of Conduct Tribunal 
(CCT)  b ordering on fals e 
a s s e t s  d e c l a rat i o n  w h i l e 
he was the governor of his 
h o m e  s t at e .  T h e  Fe d e ra l 
Government has, however, 
withdrawn the charges of 
criminal c onspiray relat-
ing to the alleged forgery 
o f  t h e  S e n a t e  S t a n d i n g 
Orders, 2015, filed against 
Saraki and his deputy, Ike 
Ekweremadu.

Early this year, Yarima 
was docked on a 19-count 
c h a r g e  o f  c o r r u p t i o n  b y 
the Indep endent Corrupt 
P r a c t i c e s  a n d  o t h e r  r e -
lated offences Commission 
( I C P C ) .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n 
ac cus e d him of diverting 
part of the N1 billion proj-
e c t  f u n d s  fo r  t h e  re p a i r 
o f  c o l l a p s e d  G u s a u  D a m 
a n d  re s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e 
victims of  f lo o d to other 
purposes.

A n o t h e r  l a w m a k e r , 
Goje, and former governor 
of Gombe State, is facing an 
18-count charge, alongside 
four others,  bordering on 
c o n s p i ra c y  a n d  f ra u d  t o 
the tune of N25billion, in-
stituted by the EFCC.

A k p ab i o  w h o  d o ub l e s 
as Vic e Chairman Senate 

Committe e  on Judiciary, 
Human Rights  and Legal 
Matters,  is  b eing investi-
gate d for  c orruption.  He 
was twic e invite d by the 
E F C C  o ve r  a l l e g at i o n  o f 
N108billion fraud.

Another senator on EF-
CC’s radar is Adamu, who 
was arrested by the Com-
mission for allegedly mis-
appropriating N15bil l ion 
alongside 18 others.

Also under probe is Ab-
dulaziz Nyako, son of for-
m e r  G o v e r n o r  M u r t a l a 
Nyako.  In July last  year, 
t h e  E F C C  d o c ke d  A b d u -
laziz  and his  father,  at  a 
Federal High Court in Abu-
ja over alleged corruption. 
They were arraigned on a 
37-count charge bordering 
o n  c r i m i n a l  c o n s p i r a c y, 
s t e a l i n g ,  ab u s e  o f  o ff i c e 
and money laundering.

While Kashamu is  fac-
ing threat  of  extradition 
from the National  Drugs 
Law Enforcement Agency 
( N D L E A ) ,  a c t i n g  o n  r e -
q u e s t  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d 
S t at e s ,  D a r i y e  h a s  b e e n 
standing trial  sinc e 2007 
o n  2 3 - c o u n t  c h a r g e  b o r -
d e r i n g  o n  m o n e y  l a u n -
d e r i n g ,  a b u s e  o f  o ff i c e 
a n d  c o r r u p t i o n .  H e  w a s 
a c c u s e d  o f  e m b e z z l i n g 
over N1.2billion ecological 
funds.

Magu’s rejection and senators’ corruption trial
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Since the Buhari administration came 
into power, it has continued to mouth 
diversification of the economy away 

from oil. It said Agriculture is the targeted 
new cash cow, but nothing concrete ap-
pears to be in place to realise such dream. 

SKETCHES’ interaction last weekend 
with an official in the Federal Ministry 
of Agriculture revealed that government 
is just merely playing to the gallery. The 
mining sector is another area that govern-
ment has been regaling citizens with likely 
avenue of reaping huge revenues. The 
Minister of Solid Minerals Development, 
Kayode Fayemi, who has been making 

The Nigerian National Assembly 
has been a serious drain pipe and a 
huge liability to the country. Year in 

year out issues of huge allowances have 
continued to agitate the minds of many 
people. The most worrisome aspect of it 
all is that the huge expenditure on the 469 
members of the NASS and their relevance 
to the overall governance of the country 
do not synchronise. While they drain 
the nation’s purse, their impact on nation 
building is not being felt. 

This time around also, in their quest 
to corner more money at the detriment 
of the masses of this country, the Senate 
in particular has initiated a bill for a new 
legislation tagged: ‘Constituency Develop-
ment Fund Bill 2016’. 

The bill seeks to ensure that 2.5per-
cent of the budget beginning from 2017, 
amounting to N182.5billion will go for 
constituency projects. It also means 
that each of the 109 senators will get 
N1.7billion, just like that. 

We are just talking about the senate; 
the House of Representatives is still an-
other drain pipe. By the time a total of 
360 members collect whatever they may 
request, only an infinitesimal amount of 
the N7.3 trillion 2017 Budget would be 
left for real work that should affect the 
over 176 million other Nigerians. Over the 
years, members of the National Assembly 
have hidden under constituency project 
to amass undue wealth for themselves. 
Some of them would just go to their con-

When will the diversification project begin?

Sambisa, too early to clink glasses
While we join the Nigerian Army to cel-

ebrate its exploits in the war against 
the Islamist sect, Boko Haram, in the 

North East, we also want to advise that we do 
not count our chicks before they are hatched. 
In the last few days, the Nigerian government 
has been in celebratory mood over the reported 
recapture by the Army, of some parts of the 
dreaded Sambisa forest. 

The Nigerian populace was informed that 
the Army has demystified the Sambisa Forest, 
to the point that it would soon be converted into 
a training ground for soldiers. 

According to Tukur Burutai, a lieutenant-
general and chief of army staff, the optimism 
stemmed from the level of success the Army has 
recorded in the ongoing military operations at 
the borders with Niger and Chad in the troubled 
North East, leading to the re-opening of the roads 
that were blocked in the thick of the insurgency. 

Now, if the Sambisa forest has truly been 
recaptured what is the number of casualties 
recorded on both sides, what are the items 
recovered there, bow many of the remaining 
Chibok girls believed to be held there are res-
cued? There must be concrete evidence to show 
that a forest that had made several headlines 
has fallen. Were there carcasses of decompos-
ing bodies; were there human skeletons, were 
there evidence of human habitation? Nigerians 
want to know, so that the aura that had been 
associated with Sambisa forest would either be 

Drain pipe

Robbing Peter to pay Paul 

Southern Kaduna killings and government insincerity

Southern Kaduna has become a killing 
field. Apart from the targeted massa-
cres of indigenes by Fulani herdsmen 

and the destruction of property, religious 
killings are systematically being carried out 
in a state being governed by Nasir El-Rufai. 
Despite his rhetoric over the cause of the 
unprovoked massacres and the purported 
government’s efforts to stem the ugly tide, 
fingers are still being pointed at El-Rufai as 
the one fuelling the killings by his actions 
and inactions. The Southern Kaduna People 
Union (SOKAPU) a few days ago blamed the 
governor for the bloody attacks against its 
people last weekend.

El-Rufai’s administration said it imposed 
a curfew in some parts of Southern Kaduna, 
yet herdsmen are still bold enough to carry 
out their bloody campaign in the troubled 
Southern Kaduna very early morning of 

Sunday, December 25. A pastor based in the 
area had to put a call through to a journal-
ist in Lagos, complaining that about five 
people had been killed that very morning.

SOKAPU was particularly irked that the 
fresh attacks took place during El-Rufai’s 
24-hour curfew in the area. In a statement 
issued by the group, it said: “While our 
people were forced to stay indoors, the 
marauding herdsmen whose presence 
around Goska had been reported to the 
security agencies, attacked the communi-
ties. They operated for hours and killed 
several people while their property were 
burnt without interruption from the se-
curity agencies.”

The group alleged that the governor 
imposed the curfew on Zangon-Kataf, 
Kaura and Jerna’a Local Government Ar-
eas to punish them for protesting against 
herdsmen’s killings when El-Rufai visited 
Kafanchan, recently. It is very dishearten-
ing that a governor voted into power to 
serve the interest of the generality of the 
people of his state has allegedly allowed 
religion to becloud his sense of fairness. 
Kaduna is not an Islamic state and attempts 
by the governor to promote one religion 
above the other, or to wipe out adherents 
of one religion to strengthen the hands of 
adherents of the other will only breed ca-
tastrophe of a high magnitude that he may 
not be able to contain. By the way, those 
who stoke trouble always get consumed in 
the conflagration.

pronouncements on what his ministry is 
capable of doing, has not moved beyond 
paper work and fine grammar. 

Most states of the federation have 
abundant mineral deposits in commercial 
quantity. Despite the much-talk about di-
versification, none of the states has begun 
anything practical to harness the huge 
deposits buried beneath the earth. 

The emphasis is still on oil. It appears 
they are not ready to sow and wait for 
maturity time to reap, which is essentially 
the case with agriculture, they all want 
quick money that oil can afford.  

The 2017 Budget is still on the basis of 
oil. The benchmark is on what the oil is 
likely to attract this year. It appears the 
present government is not doing much 
in practical terms to move away from the 
dependence on oil that has retarded the 
growth of the country. Every successive 
government is interested in ready-made 
food, no one ever shows interest in going 
through the process of planting and har-
vesting and that is why agriculture as an 
alternative is not thriving. 

The way things are going, the current 
government of the APC will pass away 
without scoring any goal on the much-
vaunted diversification policy.

about paucity of funds to carry out its 
projects, to the extent that it goes a bor-
rowing to pay salaries, yet it is planning 
to spend so much to buy cars for indi-
viduals that have fleet of cars in their 
garages. Or is his problem now new 
cars? Why congesting his garage with 
more vehicles when most Nigerians 
can’t even see public transportation to 
move from one point to another? Why 
is government perpetually wasteful? 

There is absolutely nothing wrong 
with taking care of past leaders, but I 

corroborated or dispelled. 
Again, the Army must go beyond the cel-

ebration to ensure that the enemy does not 
hatch fresh tactics. A lot of misinformation 
had been dished out to the public in the past 
which now tries to create doubt in the minds of 
people over the true position of things there. For 
instance, up till this moment, the true position 
about Ibrahim Shekau has not been established 
after the man was said to have purportedly died 
over two times. 

This does not give credibility to the informa-
tion coming out from relevant quarters. Now, it 
is gladdening to hear that the Sambisa Forest has 
been overrun by our soldiers, it would not augur 
well for the Army if after the celebration they 
get to see or hear a different thing tomorrow. Let 
the Sambisa forest remain fallen.

stituencies and hire a shop, which they 
regard as office and put a “typist” there 
as a liaison officer. 

They pay such a “staff” some paltry 
monthly salary. And they are never seen 
around in their constituency. They hop 
from Abuja to abroad. Their constituents 
hardly know them. We also know what 
they do under the guise of oversight 
functions of ministries, parastatals and 
agencies. They extort such institutions.

So, if Nigeria must move forward 
and if there must be a positive change 
in the New Year, things must be done 
differently. If we are talking about reces-
sion, leaders must be in the lead to make 
necessary sacrifices. You can’t be talking 
about recession, yet, expenditure profile 
of politicians continues to go high. It does 
not make sense.

us in this country. Most, if not all, of 
them became multi-billionaires at the 
expense of the poor masses. 

To continue to deprive the long-Although it is a time-tested axiom 
that those who have will con-
tinue to have, you take from 

those who do not have and give to 
those who have in abundance; common 
sense must however, be applied when 
it comes to the distribution of scarce re-
sources in the country by government. 

The news that the Federal Govern-
ment has determined to spend over 
N430 million to purchase cars for past 
presidents is to say the least hypocriti-
cal. Here is a government that is crying 

align myself with the scriptures that 
say, “Let the elders that rule well be 
counted worthy of double honour…” 
We know where our leaders have left 

suffering masses in order 
to sustain the wasteful 
lifestyle of “over-fed” past 
leaders is tantamount to 
wickedness. How is it that 
a Federal Government 
that is crying about lack of 
money to fund its budget 
is talking about spending 
so much on exotic cars? Or 
is it all about 2019?



I
t ’ s  t h e  b e g i n -
ning of a new 
ye a r.  I t ’ s  t h at 
t i m e  o f  t h e 
year when,  as 
in  that  lovely 

p o e m  b y  Pa  G ab r i e l 
O k a r a  ( N e w  Y e a r ’ s 
E v e  M i d n i g h t ) ,  o u r 
h e a r t s  s l o w l y  b e a t 
“ t h e  N u n c  D i m i t t i s ” 
to all  our “hop es and 
mut e  /  ye a r n i n g s  o f 
a  y e a r ”  a s  “ d r e a m s 
b e y o n d  d r e a m s ”  o f 
t h e  o l d  ye a r  m i n g l e 
“ w i t h  t h e  d y i n g  / 
b el l -s ounds fading / 
into memories  /  l ike 
r a i n  d r o p s  /  f a l l i n g 
into a river”.

It ’s  a time to leave 
the past  b ehind and 
d r e a m  a n e w .  “ B e -
hold,  old things have 
passed away, the new 
is here.”  It ’s  that time 
o f  t h e  y e a r  w h e n 
p e ople  make res olu -
t i o n s  o n  t h e  t h i n g s 
( l i ke  h ab i t s )  t o  d ro p 
a n d  p r o j e c t i o n s  o n 

In 2017, pray, but please work
w h a t  t h e y  w i s h  t o 
achieve in the c ours e 
o f  t h e  ye a r.  “ I  mu s t 
m a r r y  t h i s  y e a r.”  “ I 
m u s t  q u i t  s m o k i n g 
a n d  w o m a n i s i n g ”.  “ I 
mu s t  b u i l d  a  h o u s e 
this year.” “I must buy 
a new car this year.” 
“ I  mu s t  qu i t  my  j o b 
this  year and s et  up 
my own business.”

Fo r  m a n y  N i g e r i -
a n s  e s p e c i a l l y,  i t  i s 
a l s o  a  t i m e  o f  p o s i -
t i v e  c o n f e s s i o n s 
a n d  d e c l a r a t i o n s . 
You know how they 
w i l l  o f t e n  t e l l  y o u 
t o  s t o p  c o n f e s s i n g 
n e g at i ve ,  s u c h  t h at 
s ome one who is  very 
il l  will  say to you,  “I 
am strong.”  So,  a guy 
who was owe d s ome 
m o n e y  b y  a  f r i e n d 
of mine went to this 
friend and said,  “I ’m 
very rich right now, 
s o  p l e a s e  p a y  m e 
my money.”  And my 
f r i e n d  l a u g h e d  a n d 
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said,  “Go, I ’ l l  give you 
w h e n  y o u ’ r e  b r o ke . 
You don’t need it now 
s i n c e  y o u ’ r e  v e r y 
rich.” 

B u t  t h e  s p i r i t  o f 
p osit ive  c onfessions 
will come upon many 
this time and you will 
h e a r  r e a l  p o s i t i v e 
d e c l a r a t i o n s .  “ 2 0 1 7 
i s  m y  y e a r  o f  g r e at 
exp e ctations”.  “2017: 
M y  y e a r  o f  t o t a l 
a b u n d a n c e ”.  “ 2 0 1 7 : 
M y  y e a r  o f  u n c o m -
m o n  b re a k t h ro u g h”. 
“ 2 0 1 7 :  M y  y e a r  o f 
r i s i n g  f ro m  g ra s s  t o 
g r a c e ”.  “ 2 0 1 7 :  M y 
year of zero to hero”. 
“ 2 0 1 7 :  M y  y e a r  o f 
t e s t i m o n i e s ”.  “ 2 0 1 7 : 
My year of unlimite d 
f a vo u r s ”.  “ 2 0 1 7 :  M y 
y e a r  o f  ‘ M y  C a s e  i s 
Different”.

A n d  s m a r t  r e l i -
g i o u s  l e a d e r s  w i l l 
latch onto these proc-
l a m a t i o n s  o f  f a i t h 
a n d  p r i n t  s t i c k e r s , 

bless them and sell  to 
the congregation who 
w i l l  t h e n  p o s t  t h e m 
on their  cars ,  do ors , 
o r  o t h e r  u n i m a g i -
nable plac es.

O n  F a c e b o o k ,  t h e 
“Amenites”  will  p ost 
prayer points and ask 
their friends to typ e 
A m e n  i f  t h e y  w a n t 
to receive miracles in 
2017. They will  claim 
such p osts originate d 
from s ome highly re-
spected “Men of God”. 
A n d ,  l i ke  p l a y,  l i ke 
joke,  such p osts  will 
gather  thousands  of 
A m e n s  f ro m  N i g e r i -
a n s  e a g e r  t o  r e a p  a 
h a r ve s t  o f  m i r a c l e s 
in the new year.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
C h r i s t m a s  a n d  N e w 
Year festivities have 
b e e n  f u l l  o f  g r a n d 
w i s h e s  f r o m  l o v e d 
o n e s  a n d  t o  l o v e d 
ones .  “ You shall  not 
o n l y  c r o s s  o v e r  t o 
2 0 1 7  b u t  s h a l l  t a ke 
over and possess your 
p oss essions – Amen”. 
“May your new year 
b e full  of suc c ess sto-
ries and may prosper-
ity never depart from 
your home – Amen.” 
“ I n  2 0 1 7 ,  y o u  s h a l l 
do great exploits and 
attain greater heights 
beyond your enemies’ 
imagination – Amen.” 
“ 2 0 1 7  s h a l l  b e  t h a t 
y e a r  t h at  y o u  h a v e 
b e e n  w a i t i n g  f o r . 

All  your dreams and 
e x p e c t a t i o n s  s h a l l 
b e  f u l f i l l e d  i n  t h i s 
n e w  y e a r  –  A m e n .” 
“This year,  you shall 
work like an ant and 
eat l ike an elephant. 
You shall  reap where 
y o u r  e n e m i e s  h a v e 
s owe d – Amen.”  “You 
shall  b e lifte d up b e-
yo n d  yo u r  i m a g i n a -
tion – Amen”.

And for every new 
m o n t h  o f  t h e  n e w 
y e a r,  t h e s e  w i s h e s 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e ,  w i t h 
g re e t i n g s  o f  “ H a p p y 
New Month” ac c om-
panie d by prayers ad 
infinitum.

Great  wishes ,  you 
w o u l d  s a y .  G r e a t 
d r e a m s  t o o .  A n d 
t h e r e  i s  a b s o l u t e l y 
no harm in dreaming 
dreams.  “Your young 
men will  s e e visions, 
y o u r  o l d  m e n  w i l l 
dream dreams,”  says 
the Holy Bo ok.

But dreams remain 
j u s t  d r e a m s ,  g r e a t 
wishes remain great 
w i s h e s ,  a n d  p raye r s 
remain just  that un-
t i l  y o u  l i f t  a  f i n g e r 
t o  w o r k .  “ L a b o r a r e 
e s t  o r a r e  ( To  w o r k 
i s  t o  p r a y ) ,”  s a y s  a 
L at i n  a d a g e .  A l l  t h e 
g o o d  w i s h e s ,  a l l 
t h e  A m e n s ,  a l l  t h e 
prayers in this world 
mean nothing with-
o ut  w o r k .  S e e ,  e ve n 
the Holy Bo ok makes 

D
espite its rela-
tive large pop-
u l a t i o n  s i z e , 
Africa is  e c o-

nomically underweight 
w i t h  h i g h - l e ve l  p o v -
erty among its people 
which explains the low 
standard of living and 
sub-human conditions 
in which s ome of the 
people live.

With only €113 bil-
lion gross asset value of 
real estate, representing 
1 percent of the world’s 
total value, Africa is also 
said to be underweight 
d e s p i t e  i t s  l a r g e  a n d 
growing population es-
timated to be 15 percent 
of the world total.

Analysts insist that 
the continent is under-
weight in ass et value 
of real estate relative to 
other continents, adding 
however, that this state 
of affairs has its positive 
side, having made the 
continent an attractive 
prospect for investible 
funds in real estate. 

Home ownership in 
most parts of this conti-
nent is almost a luxury 
because houses are lit-
erally unavailable and 

Roux said.
It needs to be stated 

that there is a need to 
improve the affordabil-
ity of construction it-
self in which case social 
housing projects should 
be setting the stage by 
showcasing new c on-
s t r u c t i o n  t e c h n i qu e s 
that could improve qual-
ity, deliver faster and 
reduce the cost of con-
struction.

African governments 
need to creatively inno-
vate in order to improve 
the living standard of 
their people through the 
provision of affordable 
and mortgage-backe d 
housing programmes. 
Also, the mortgage sys-
tem has to be improved 
to make it not only ac-
cessible but also afford-
able.

where they are, they are 
inaccessible and unaf-
fordable because of their 
high prices.

The World Bank es-
timates that only 3 per-
cent of the African pop-
ulation, about 15 percent 
of the world’s 7.3 billion 
population, has income 
viable enough to qualify 
them for  a  mortgage, 
underscoring the level 
of poverty in the black 
continent where some 
households live below 
poverty line.

In Nigeria, the conti-
nent’s most populous na-
tion and one touted as its 
largest economy, it is es-
timated that 70 percent 
of its 170 million people 
lives below poverty line, 
which explains the low 
home ownership level 
which is a little above 10 
percent in the country.

It  is  als o estimate d 
that ab out 90 p erc ent 
of houses in Nigeria are 
self-built with less than 
5 percent of them in pos-
session of formal title 
registration. Close real 
estate industry note that 
mortgage loans and ad-
vances in the country 

stand at 0.5 percent to 
GDP in contrast to 30-
40 percent in emerging 
e c onomies  and 60-80 
p e rc e n t  i n  a dva n c e d 
economies.

M a j o r  o b s t a c l e s  t o 
mortgage finance, point-
ed out, included dearth 
of long-term funds, ab-
s enc e of  a  s e c ondary 
mortgage market, inad-
equate branch network 
o f  P r i m a r y  M o r t g a g e 
Banks  (PMBs),  among 
others, noting that a lot 
still needed to be done to 
grow housing finance in 
the country.

The growth of hous-
ing finance in Nigeria, 
according to Guillaume 
Roux of Lafarge Africa 
Group, needs the sup-
port of the small micro-
finance institutions in 
their efforts to expand 
and diversify their of-
fering, adding that the 
growth would also come 
from the large commer-
cial  banks  which are 
b e c o m i n g  m o r e  a n d 
more attracted by the 
low to medium income 
segment of the housing 
market.

 Roux’s argument is 

t h at  b o t h  t h e  m i c ro -
f i n a n c e  i n s t i t u t i o n s 
and commercial banks 
n e e d  s u p p o r t  t o  d e -
velop housing products 
and build up proje cts 
w h i c h  w o u l d  p o s i -
t i ve l y  a ff e c t  t h e  l o w 
inc ome s egment,  urg-
i n g  o r g a n i z at i o n  a n d 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  h e l p 
one another to achieve 
these goals.

Nigeria needs to grow 
housing finance through 
such initiatives as ‘Hous-
ing Microfinance Acad-
e m y ’  w h i c h  L a f a r g e 
l a u n c h e d  i n  2 0 1 4  i n 
partnership with Inter-
national Finance Corpo-
ration (IFC) and African 
Financ e D evelopment 
(AFD).

Tr a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s 
need to be organized to 
promote housing micro-
financ e and develop e 
the capabilities of banks 
in that field. Roux sees 
governments as critical 
stakeholders re quire d 
to create the regulatory 
framework that would 
make the housing mar-
ket  work for  the low 
income segment, noting 
that the setting up of the  

Nigerian Mortgage Refi-
nance Company (NMRC) 
and the institutions for 
housing finance, includ-
ing microfinanc e and 
mass housing financing, 
with the support of the 
World Bank, is a good 
example of a platform 
which would facilitate 
the growth  of initiatives 
there.

“This  wil l  progres-
sively enable a decrease 
in interest rates in the 
m o r t g a g e  i n d u s t r y. 
However, more support 
from the government 
is needed to lower the 
interest  rates  for  the 
funding of  affordable 
housing and social hous-
ing projects. Today, they 
represent a cost of up to 
30 to 40 percent of the 
construction, which is 
borne by the end user”, 

i t  ab u n d a n t l y  c l e a r 
t h a t  f a i t h  w i t h o u t 
go o d work is  dead in 
its elf.

Somewhere els e it 
says:  “Go to  the ant , 
y o u  s l u g g a r d ;  c o n -
sider its  ways and b e 
wis e!  It  has no c om-
mander,  no overs e er 
or ruler,  yet it  stores 
i t s  p r o v i s i o n s  i n 
summer and gathers 
i t s  fo o d  at  h a r ve s t .  
How long will  you lie 
there,  you sluggard? 
When will you get up 
from your sle ep?”

It  further says,  “By 
t h e  l a b o u r  o f  y o u r 
hands you shall  eat” ; 
“ H e  w h o  d o e s  n o t 
work let him not eat”, 
etc.

S o ,  a s  y o u  at t e n d 
“ p o w e r - p a c k e d ” 
prayer crusades this 
J a n u a r y  l o o k i n g  fo r 
miracles to turn your 
l i f e  a ro u n d ,  a s k  fo r 
g r a c e  t o  r e m e m b e r 
t h at  p raye r  w i t h o ut 
work is null and void. 
You will  do your bit , 
Go d will  ac c omplish 
the rest.  Go d worke d 
fo r  s i x  d ays ,  a n d  h e 
still  goes about work-
i n g .  I f  y o u  h a ve  n o 
w o r k ,  p l e a s e  f i n d 
s omething to do with 
your hands.  Learn a 
skill ;  you ne e d one in 
thes e hard times.  But 
pleas e do s omething. 
No idling.

Happy New Year.
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T
he year 2016 will go down 
in history as one of the most 
difficult years for Nigerians. 
It was a year when the 
nation’s economy passed 

through severe turbulent waters that 
nearly sank the whole nation. In 2016, 
inflation rate shrank at 17.1%, the GDP 
contracted by -2.06% and the economy 
by 0.36%. Oil price crashed to less than 
$50 per barrel while production output 
tumbled over 400,000 barrels due 
to militancy activities in Niger Delta 
region. Oil production plummeted 
to 1.69 million barrels per day in the 
second quarter of 2016, down from 
2.11 million barrel per day in the 
first quarter, with oil – based GDP 
contracting by 17.5% in quarter two 
compared to 1.9% in the first quarter. 
Naira was at a record low of #480 per 
dollar in the black market, as dollar 
exchanged for 365.25 in the interbank 
market.

 T h e  n a t i o n ’s  g r o a n i n g 
unemployment situation also grew 
worse. Unofficial data puts the 
unemployment figure at about 20% 
(about 30million), but this number 
still did not include about 40million 
other Nigerian youths captured in 
a recent World Bank statistics. By 
implication, it means that if Nigeria’s 

Economic recession, depression 
and euphoria of a New Year
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population is 140 million, then 50% of 
Nigerians are unemployed, or worse 
still, at least 71% of Nigerian youths 
are unemployed. This is particularly 
disturbing and counterproductive 
because at least 70% of the population 
of this country is youth. According to 
reports, in 2016, the unemployed in 
the labour force increased by 1,158,700 
persons, resulting in an increase in the 
national unemployment rate to 13.3% in 
Q2 2016 from 12.1 in 2016, 10.4% in 2015 
from 9.9% in Q3 2015 and from 8.2% in 
Q2 2015.

 Workers in both the public and 
private sectors were worse hit by the 
troubling economic situation. In order 
to make ends meet, some firms opted 
to downsize, thus complicating the 
already bad unemployment situation. 
For those who work in the public sector, 
the situation is a bit different. Though, 
they have the sheer luxury of keeping 
their jobs, it is only a few of them that can 
boast of receiving their wages as at when 
due. Except for Lagos state and a few 
others, most states in the country owe 
their workers outstanding salaries that 
run into months. The whole distressing 
episode is reinforced by the counsel of 
a particular state governor in the South 
Eastern region of the country that public 
workers in his state could actually skip 
work twice or thrice a week to embrace 
subsistence farming in order to escape 
the excruciating claws of hunger.

 One obvious consequence of 
the ranging economic recession in 

the country is depression. Medically, 
depression is a mood disorder that causes 
a persistent feeling of sadness and loss 
of interest in things that the victim is 
ordinarily usually passionate about. It 
is also called major depressive disorder 
or clinical depression and it affects how 
the victim feels, thinks and behaves. It 
can lead to a variety of emotional and 
physical problems which include finding 
it difficult to embark on daily activities. 
It can also lead to marital troubles as 
depression victims find it very hard 
adjusting to family values and ethics. 
Indeed, coping with the stress of family 
life cause more difficulties to victims 
of depression who often want to be left 
alone. Perhaps, the worst of the fallouts 
of depression is the feeling that life isn’t 
worth living which eventually makes 
depression victim contemplates suicide.

 From all indications, the nation’s 
tough economic situation has increased 
the number of citizens who run the risk 
of experiencing the agonizing incident 
of clinical depression. According to 
reports, the rate of marital break ups has 
increased while matrimonial violence 
occasioned by economic woes has 
equally multiplied significantly. Indeed, 
there has been incidence of husband 
killing wife and vice versa. There have 
been reports of men absconding from 
home for weeks in order to escape 
growing economic responsibilities at 
home. Therefore, we now have more 
women who are over burdened with 
excruciating domestic pressures. Cases 
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of pronounced mental health condition 
have also unsurprisingly increased. Along 
major cities in the country, you are likely 
to come across clean and beautifully 
dressed compatriots who talk and walk 
alone, actually without any destination 
in mind. This, to medical workers is a 
vital sign of depression induced insanity, 
which if not quickly attended to could 
lead to serious psychiatric condition.

 Ironically, in the midst of all these 
uncertainties and stress comes the 
exciting hope of a better New Year. Not 
that there is any concrete rationale for 
the euphoria about the New Year. It is 
a natural feeling that does not need to 
be subjected to any empirical analysis. 
Here, the belief is that New Year would 
naturally bring with it good tidings. That 
is the nature of hope. Hope is hope. No 
more, no less.

However, one is of the view that for 
hope not to be mere hallucination, it must 
be anchored on more solid platforms. 
For instance, it is generally believed that 
the world is subjected to the authority of 
the Almighty God whom many anchor 
their hope, faith and trust in. This is good 
enough, especially if the one anchoring 
his hope on the Almighty has sufficient 
capacity to understand the nature and 
ways of God. Nevertheless, as good as 
placing one’s hope in God is, for hope 
to transcend the stage of expectation 
and move into the realm of reality, 
necessity places it on man to play key 
roles in speeding up the process of divine 
intervention.
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P
icture a  small  far m 
under a blazing hot sky. 
An intense drought is 
afflicting the surrounding 
region, prospects for the 

next harvest are bleak, and the 
financial system lacks the capacity 
to provide the loans farmers need 
to get by. This scenario describes 
today’s southern Africa, which is in 
the grips of an epic drought. As it 
happens, it also describes eastern 
Nebraska in the “Dust Bowl” years 
of the early 1930s – a period through 
which my own family lived.

My father, Ralph Raikes, was the 
first in his family to graduate from 
college. After working for Standard 
Oil in California, he stopped by 
his parents’ farm on his way to 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, where 
he planned to pursue graduate 
studies at MIT. He never made it. 

Visionary Voices
How to help the African dust bowl

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
should be sent to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com with names and addresses of writers.  The star letter every week will be rewarded.  

He had to stay in Nebraska and help 
my grandfather save the family farm 
from the banks, which had already 
repossessed one-third of the land.

The most important change my 
father made was in his mindset: 
he came to think of the farm not 
as a subsistence operation, but as 
a family business. He turned to the 
University of Nebraska, where he 
had received his undergraduate 
degree, and acquired hybrid corn 
and other improved seeds that the 
university was developing. Then 
he tracked inputs and weather 
conditions, which was rarely done 
at that time.

My father realized that he 
couldn’t go it alone, and that 
he would need better access to 
financing. So he helped guide 
– first as a customer, and later 
as an adviser and director – 
Farm Credit, a national banking 
cooperative network, in its efforts 
to help local farmers weather the 
Dust Bowl years. He also helped 
found the Nebraska Farm Business 
Association, which aggregated the 
data that he and his peers collected, 
so that they could determine best 
practices. And he worked together 
with my mother, Alice, who ran the 
family poultry business.

Farm Credit and the University 

are helping farmers survive the 
harvest-crushing drought.

But, as a recent report from the 
Alliance for a Green Revolution 
in Africa (AGRA) makes clear, 
government investment must follow 
the science. Agriculture comprises 
almost two-thirds of Sub-Saharan 
Africa’s workforce, and in 2003 the 
African Union called for countries 
to increase their investment in 
the sector to an ambitious 10% of 
all government spending. Only 13 
countries answered that call, but 
their investments – in research 
and development, services that 
help farmers take advantage of 
new research findings, credit and 
financing initiatives, commodity 
exchanges, and other marketing 
e f f o r t s  –  hav e  a l re a d y  p a i d 
dividends. Those 13 countries have 
experienced marked improvements 
in agricultural production, per 
capita GDP, and nutrition.

G o v e r n m e n t  i n v e s t m e n t 
paves the way for private-sector 
investment, and it could be a game-
changer for African farmers, who 
have operated at subsistence levels 
for far too long. Only about 6% of 
rural households in Sub-Saharan 
Africa receive loans from financial 
institutions. Moreover, almost 
two-thirds of African farmland 

soil is missing key nutrients, and 
many farmers lack the technical 
knowledge and resources to restore 
their land’s fertility, leaving them 
unable to take full advantage of 
new technologies. African farmers 
growing new crop varieties are 
increasing their yields by only 28%, 
compared to 88% for farmers in 
Asia.

My parents made certain that 
all five of their children graduated 
from college. Like them, farmers 
everywhere want to ensure that their 
children lead healthy, prosperous 
lives; and they all recognize the 
importance of education. The 
farmers I have met around the 
world often just want to sell enough 
extra produce to pay their health 
bills and put their children through 
school. They take advantage of 
opportunities when they arise, and 
they position their children to reap 
larger profits in the future.

One hopes that an American 
story of economic progress, like 
that of my family, will soon be 
an African story, too. With so 
many new innovations becoming 
available, Africa’s family farmers 
need their governments to invest 
in their future. If they do, that future 
will look much better than today’s 
dusty and desperate reality.
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of Nebraska’s labs and greenhouses 
emerged out of United States 
government programs that had 
been created to improve the 
agriculture sector’s performance. 
That sector was under water in 1933; 
with one-quarter of the population 
living on farms at the time, more 
investment was needed. That year, 
Congress passed the first “farm bill,” 
the Agricultural Adjustment Act, 
which boosted investment in the 
rural economy and helped lift farm 
income by 50% within two years. 
Federal farm programs treated 
farming as a business enterprise, 
enabling businessmen like my 
father to prosper.

Eighty years later,  African 
farmers need to make the same 
switch, by treating their subsistence 
operat ions  as  family-ow ned 
enterprises. And, like my father 
during the Dust Bowl years, they 
have novel means at their disposal: 
a wide range of new seeds and other 
technologies have been developed 
for African family farms – those with 
4-5 acres or less – to use in the field. 
In October, a group of scientists 
received the World Food Prize 
for producing and disseminating 
a sweet potato variety that adds 
vitamin A to Sub-Saharan Africans’ 
diets, and other new seed varieties 

In the light of current economic 
realities, local procurement 
and production is the best way 

of creating real, lasting wealth 
and building Nigeria with local 
materials is very possible if the 
government and private sector 
can work effectively together to 
make this happen.

In 2014, Nigerians spent N780 
billion on building real estate and 
the contribution of real estate to 
the national GDP increased by 
17.5% between 2010 and 2013. 
Despite the massive shortfall of 
housing, which was last measured 
at 17 million units, Nigeria has an 
extremely large population (8th 
in the world) and this means 
any good or service needed by 
a substantial proportion of the 
population will bring in a great 
deal of revenue even when poorly 
supplied. Housing is certainly an 
example of this trend.

However, a large proportion 
o f  N i g e r i a’s  s p e n d i n g  o n 
construction is currently on 
imported goods which constitute 
a flight of funds out of the circular 
economy and does Nigeria little 
good in the long run. The capital 
flight also covers the expenses of 

Funding home-grown housing turn-around in Nigeria
paying expatriates and foreign 
companies to temporarily come 
into the country to complete 
housing and infrastructure 
development projects because 
there is insufficient local talent. 
In addition, imported goods 
and services are usually more 
expensive due to the costs 
of  shipping/travel  and the 
perception value added to the 
price of goods in a society that 
tends to lean towards the ‘even 
tokunbo is better’ view. For 
example, it is well known that 
many Nigerian made electric 
cables and wires are now superior 
in quality to most wires imported 
from China, Taiwan etc. and yet 
there is still a booming market 
for the latter in Nigeria. Some 
importers of such goods even 
enjoy duty-free status which 
should not be so as such unfair 
competition is a huge hindrance 
to a fledgling industry especially 
one that is doing so well against 
the odds.

Imagine the boost to the 
Nigerian economy if the supply 
of housing is further increased 
to meet the needs of all Nigerians 
and if most of that construction 
spending stays in the country as 
a result of using local products 

housing Nigeria investment 
discloses that housing is only 
0.4% of aggregate investment 
compared to an average 15-35% 
rate worldwide. This is a rather 
dishear tening compar ison. 
Government policies to increase 
this rate will look at ways to 
s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n 
manufacturing sector by giving 
investment companies incentives 
to invest in companies within 
this sector.

Even indirect measures are 
necessary such as those that 
address the issues regarding the 
current spending on alternative 
power supply which continues 
to deter entrants and prevents 
most  new businesses  from 
staying open past the first few 
years of operations. Energy costs 
are estimated at 40% of total 
manufacturing costs which does 
not bode well for a company 
that seeks to make healthy 
profits.  The Manufacturing 
Association of Nigeria has tried 
to optimize power production 
for manufacturing by putting 
forward plans for power projects 
to provide constant energy to 
specific industrial clusters but 
the lack of investment in this 
project continues to keep it on 

the back burner. This is a clear 
example of where investors can 
be encouraged to come in and 
change the production situation.

Bringing f inancial  heavy 
weights into the crux of the 
housing matter will ensure that 
there is a continuous flow of 
funds for building more homes 
as developers will have access to 
resources and will in turn provide 
cheaper housing as supply starts 
to meet demand. This supply 
will be further increased if a little 
money can go a much longer 
way due to the use of cheaper 
locally sourced materials and 
the elimination of the wait times 
and cost involved in importation. 
T h e re  i s  h o p e  f o r  c h a n g e 
though, it only took a decade 
for the activity of companies like 
Dangote Cement, BUA Cement 
and others to change Nigeria 
from a key importer of cement to 
a self-sufficient cement industry 
and now gradually moving on 
to becoming a top exporter of 
the product. Leading Nigeria 
to self-sufficiency may not be 
as difficult as it seems if all the 
necessary stakeholders would 
only become effective at aligning 
their plans and activities to 
achieve a common goal.

and ser vices.  How can the 
housing sector  turn things 
around especially now that the 
government is buckling down on 
plans to solve Nigeria’s massive 
housing deficit problem? It is 
important to acknowledge first 
off that creating housing in not 
solely a problem for traditional 
housing stakeholders – the 
ministry of housing, housing 
agencies and co-operatives etc. 
The financial industry has played 
a major part in the development 
of the housing market in any 
country that has a system that 
works and relatively high rates of 
home ownership. This is because 
housing is more than just brick 
& mortar and a place to live, 
housing is an investment – in 
fact the major investment for any 
average family in a country with 
a well-developed middle class.

There is no real measurement 
of macroeconomic robustness 
and GDP distr ibution in  a 
country that does not take home 
ownership as a key indicator. 
Sadly,  this  simple fact  has 
not been fully grasped by our 
key financial and investment 
decision-makers as the report 
of the Vision 2020 National 
Technical Working Group on 

NICK OLA-FADARE
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Politicians and institutions to watch this year

Muhmmadu Buhari

P
resident Muham-
madu Buhari will 
continue to make 
news headlines 
this year. He is 
one of the promi-

nent Nigerian politicians to 
watch this year. His ability 
or otherwise to steer the ship 
of government to the right 
direction will earn him posi-
tive newspaper headlines. Bu-
hari’s efforts at governance in 
the last 19 months have been 
everything but sterling. His 
campaign promises have not 
been redeemed and imple-
mentation of people-oriented 
policies has not been at par 
with the expectation of the 
people. 

Although he appears to 
carry on as if he is not both-
ered by the observation of 
critics that he has allowed a 
cabal to hijack government, 
this year, he may be jolted 
by some sudden happen-
ings within the party, which 
would indicate to him that his 
chances at re-election may be 
slim. He may decide to pull 
a surprise this year by radi-
cally implementing policies 
that could positively affect 
the people, however, an oil 
guru flatly told BDSUNDAY 
recently that no one should 
expect a radical change from 
Abuja as “those guys there are 
not radicals.” 

Yemi Osinbajo
Vice President Yemi Osin-

bajo is a cleric in the cor-
ridors of power. He is not a 
real politician, but happened 
to be in the field of politics 
on the wings of a godfather. 
Days and months ahead this 
year will prove his rugged-
ness in the game of politics. 
Analysts had last year hinted 
of some subterranean moves 
to sideline him or some kind 
of rifts somewhere. He will 
very much be in the news 
this year, particularly when 
the flame of alignment and 
re-alignment of forces begin 
to burn hot ahead of 2019. 
The question that may be an-
swered by him at some point 
this year is whether he is still 
loyal to his godfather or has 
shifted his loyalty to his boss. 
Again, as the coordinator of 
the economy, a lot depends 
on him this year, especially 
as Nigerians anxiously await 
government’s magic wand to 
get things on the right track. 

President. This year promises 
to be very decisive for Tinubu 
and the media will surely 
have good stories around the 
Jagaban that could move their 
business.

Atiku Abubakar
This Adamawa State-born 

politician is very restless. He 
was very vibrant all through 
2016, and from the look of 
things he is not slowing down. 
Atiku’s eye is still on the presi-
dency. Those who followed 
his activities last year could 
see a man that has been build-
ing bridges across the country. 
He moved fromNnorth-east 
to North-west; he traversed 
the north central, south west, 
south east and south-south 
preaching the message of 
peace, unity and the need 
to re-organise Nigeria. He 
is very ambitious like any 
other politician. The Direc-
tor of if his media office, Paul 
Ibe, told BDSUNDAY in Yola, 
Adamawa State, recently 
that those who accuse Atiku 
of being ambitious are hypo-
crites. This year, as the 2019 
draws nearer, the former vice 
president is expected to be 
more visible. He is being as-
sociated with some moves by 
some political practitioners to 
float a mega party that would 
grab power in 2019. Despite 
rebutals by his media office, 
the insinuation has stuck. In 
the course of this year, the 
Turaki Adamawa’s moves will 

Osinbajo Obi
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He will be presiding over 
meetings and events that 
would put him in the news.

 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, a 

former governor of Lagos 
State and national leader of 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC), will be very much in 
the news this year. The APC 
is expected to go through a lot 
of restructuring as some ag-
grieved members may decide 
to opt out. What Tinubu does 
and what he fails to do in the 
midst of the expected align-
ment and re-alignment of 
forces will occupy important 
news holes in various media. 
Though Tinubu and Buhari’s 
men have been busy deny-
ing the obvious gulf existing 
between Bourdillon and Aso 
Villa, this year will prove the 
authenticity of that claim. 
Tinubu’s name has severally 
been mentioned as one of the 
unseen hands n the emerg-
ing mega party that is being 
proposed. 

Already, many of his sup-
porters from the South West 
are not happy over the alleged 
relegation of the Asiwaju and 
it was against this backdrop 
that a rally was held in Lagos 
in November in solidarity 
with him. It was also alleged 
that some of those who rode 
on his back to Abuja have 
abandoned him and had de-
clared their fidelity to the 

become clearer and would not 
leave anyone in doubt what 
his motives are.

Olusegun Obasanjo
Former President Oluse-

gun Obasanjo has become an 
institution on his own. Politi-
cians ignore him to their own 
hurt. When he turns his back 
at any politician or party, mis-
chief is determined against 
that individual or organisa-
tion. His patience wanes so 
fast. He may declare support 
for you in the morning, by 
afternoon, he has dusted you 
and moves on with another 
individual that has caught 
his fancy. Those who know 
this side of him say you can 
find out from the late Chuba 
Okadigbo. At a point he was 
a sworn enemy of Bola Ti-
nubu, and at another point 
he turned 360degrees and 
became Jagaban’s closest ally 
and confidant. 

This was why he decided 
to sink Goodluck Jonathan, 
an innocent riverine boy in 
whom he was well pleased 
some years ago and preferred 
him to Peter Odili as a run-
ning mate to the late Umaru 
Yar’Adua in 2007. When 
Obasanjo had enough of PDP, 
he made an open show of 
tearing his party’s member-
ship card. He shifted his sup-
port for the APC and Buhari. 
But he has since resumed his 
caustic criticism of the man 
in Aso Rock and he is not 

amused by the level of pov-
erty in the country. Maybe, 
to close Baba’s mouth, an ex-
otic car has reportedly been 
booked for him. But if we 
know the man well, he will 
talk louder this year except 
Abuja awakes from its slum-
ber. His fortress somewhere 
in Ota, Abeokuta, Ogun State 
will attract all manner of 
politicians who believe that 
a visit to him guarantee them 
electoral success.  

Bukola Saraki
The current president of 

the Senate, Bukola Saraki, will 
very much be in the news this 
year. Since he was sworn in 
as the Senate president, his 
eyes have seen pepper. He 
has been through one crisis 
to another. He has moved 
from the allegation of false 
declaration of his assets when 
he was governor in his home 
state, to allegation of forgery 
of Senate Rules. Last year, he 
was docked several times and 
on his behalf a good number 
of his colleagues stood their 
ground. 

His travails were said to be 
the handiwork of his party 
and the Presidency. He was 
said to have gone through the 
persecution because of how 
he emerged the president of 
the Senate against the wish 
of the power brokers in his 
party. Although there seems 
to be some rapprochement 
between the Executive and 

ZEBULON AGOMUO
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the Legislature, 2016 folded 
its wings not so much on 
salutary note in the relation-
ship of both. Saraki is sure to 
pull some surprises this year. 
Whatever he does or does not 
do in the Senate will occupy 
important news holes.

Yakubu Dogara
The past year was very 

traumatic for Yakubu Dogara-
led House of Representatives 
over the so-called ‘budget 
padding’. The Speaker’s integ-
rity was brought into ques-
tion. The House also contend-
ed with the allegation that 
some of its members involved 
themselves in unholy alliance 
and outright rape outside the 
country. The House like the 
Senate also did not work so 
friendly with the Executive 
which ultimately affected 
governance. This year, with 
2019 approaching, Dogara 
will be more vibrant and 
less combative as he would 
be seeking re-election. How 
promptly or otherwise he 
will decide to approach re-
quests from the Executive 
will put him in the news on a 
regular basis. In the past year, 
Dogara’s House was seriously 
flayed over some exotic cars 
bought for members at a time 
when hunger is walking the 
land and many Nigerians are 
not being paid, and many are 
being sacked in their places 
of work as a result of eco-
nomic recession. The type of 
bills that will be sponsored 
by members and passed will 
determine how reasonably 
the Nigerian masses will take 
Dogara and his colleagues.

Peter Obi
This year, the guberna-

torial election will hold in 
Anambra State. Although he 
is no longer in power, Peter 
Obi, a former governor of 
the state, is still very much in 
the heart of many people in 
the state. Since he left office, 
Obi has continued to grab 
newspaper headlines with 
his treatise on the principle 
of good governance. At ev-
ery forum since he ceased 
to be governor, he has con-
tinued to beat his chest over 
his achievements when he 
called the shots there as gov-
ernor. Today, a lecture on 
good governance in any part 
of the country is never com-
plete without Mr Obi as lead 
speaker to share his personal 
experience. Towards the end 
of last year, observers said 
Obi must have begun to align 
forces with Atiku Abubakar 
and Ahmed Bola Tinubu for 
the battle of 2019. In his na-
tive home-state, reports have 
it that his successor, Willie 
Obiano, is not comfortable 

with the level of respect and 
followership Obi still enjoys 
outside office. As election ap-
proaches in the state, Obi will 
be relevant in determining 
whether Obiano will retain 
his seat or otherwise. Again, 
with his ‘Mr. Good Gover-
nance’ posturing, the former 
governor will be courted by 
politicians who would want 
to hide under him to sell their 
candidacy for 2019. Expect 
many more of public lectures 
to be addressed by Mr. Peter 
Obi. He will surely be very 
visible this year.

Nasir El-Rufai
A former minister of the 

FCT and now governor of 
Kaduna State, Nasir El-Rufai, 
has been in the news since he 
mounted the stool of power in 
2015. He came to power with 
annoyance- on one hand to 
block leakages in government 
purse and on the other to 
wage a war against those he 
considers religious extrem-
ists. His focus on the later 
appears to occupy him more 
than the duty of office and 
that is where he makes more 
news than in any other area 
of governance.  He is being 
accused of promoting one 
religion above others. His 
war against the Shiites group 
led by ZakZakky has made 
him regular feature on the 
pages of national newspa-
pers. Also, his handling of the 
systematic massacres going 
on in Southern Kaduna has 
continued to make news in 
the country. This year, noth-
ing suggests that El-Rufai will 
change pattern. As the year 

2019 draws nearer, El-Rufai’s 
name will also be promi-
nently mentioned. It is said 
that he is a strong supporter 
of the President and that in 
the event that Buhari is not 
willing to stand re-election, 
some Hausa-Fulani influence 
may have determined to field 
El-Rufai to block the chances 
of Atiku Abubakar whose 
body language at the moment 
indicates his eyes are on the 
big pie. This year, El-Rufai’s 
actions and inactions will 
fetch him numerous news 
holes in the media.

Godwin Emefiele
This Edo State-born tech-

nocrat is not a politician, but 
recruited by politicians to 
serve his fatherland at the 
highest level of banking in 
the land. In the last 18 months, 
Nigerians have watched help-
lessly as the monetary poli-
cies undertaken by Emefiele 
and others impacted nega-
tively on them. But those in 
the know say the problem is 
not foisted on the people by 
Emefiele but by the govern-

ment he serves. The foreign 
exchange policy adopted by 
government and supervised 
by Emefiele has since created 
a wrong impression about the 
number one banker in the 
country as some people see 
him as their nemesis.  With 
indications that the economy 
is not going to be anything 
better than what it was last 
year, Emefiele will continue to 
be in the news. Anything that 
happens in relation to forex 
this year, Emefiele’s name will 
be in the news.

Ibe Kachikwu
As long as Nigeria wholly 

relies on oil and on the basis 
of which the 2017 Budget was 
proposed, Ibe Kachikwu, min-
ister of state for Petroleum 
Resources, will continue to be 
relevant. Again, as long as the 
militants in the Niger Delta 
continue to playing hide and 
seek with the Federal Govern-
ment, Kachikwu will con-
tinue to play a relevant role in 
mediating between the state 
and the perceived sabotours. 
Whether the pump prices of 

petroleum products will come 
down or go up, the minister 
will be at the centre of it all. So 
he is a man to watch this year.

Among other politicians to 
watch are Ali Modu Sheriff 
and Ahmed Makarfi, factional 
leaders of the PDP, Chibuike 
Amaechi, minister of trans-
portation, and Nyesom Wike, 
governor of Rivers State, 
how they will allow peace to 
reign in Rivers or continue to 
fan the embers of acrimony 
among members of the PDP 
and APC in the state. Also to 
be watched is Ayo Fayose, 
governor of Ekiti State, who is 
unarguably the only vibrant 
opposition in the land today.

INEC
The Independent National 

Electoral Commission (INEC) 
has not excited many Nige-
rians in the last couple of 
months. Most of the elec-
tions it has conducted in re-
cent times have not received 
commendation. This year, 
Mahmood Yakubu, chairman 
of the commission and the in-
stitution itself, will be closely 
watched. 

EFCC  
The Ec onomic and Fi-

nancial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) has been in the eye of 
many Nigerians. Its perfor-
mance has been less salutary.  
Its activities this year will 
be under the radar.  Other 
institutions to watch are the 
PDP, the APC, the National 
Assembly, the Judiciary and 
the Presidency. These will 
all spring surprises this year, 
positively or negatively.

Although he is no longer in 
power, Peter Obi, a former 

governor of the state, is still 
very much in the heart of 
many people in the state

Tinubu Obasanjo
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Y
oung persons in Riv-
ers State have been 
advised to stop of-
fering thems elves 
for use as political 
thugs. They should 

begin to learn how to resist temp-
tations from desperate politicians 
who often deceive youths with 
empty promises in order to recruit 
them as thugs.

The advice was given recently 
in Port Harcourt during a peace 
concert organised by Centre for 
Environment, Human Rights and 
Development (CEHRD) in conjunc-
tion with Rivers Peace Club and 
the Nigerian Security and Recon-
ciliation Project (NSRP), a project 
of the British Council. 

In a keynote address presented 
by Styvn Obodoekwe, director of 
programmes, CEHRD, the youths 
were reminded that violence was 
an evil wind that blows no one 
any good. 

He noted that politics has be-
come a major source of violence 
in the society, as desperate poli-
ticians  who, ordinarily cannot 
win any election even in their 
villages, have perfected the act of 
using violence to snatch people’s 
mandates.

“Unfortunately, youths are of-
ten recruited for this act of violent 
snatching of people’s mandate,” 
said Obodoekwe. 

He commended the members of 
the youth clubs for choosing the 
path of peace, saying that over the 
years, they have been groomed, 
through their peace club activi-
ties, as young peace Ambassadors. 
He urged them to keep on spread-
ing the message of peace to all in 
the society.

In her opening remark, Gamel-
ita Agbanbere, director, Rivers 
State Ministry of Women Affairs, 
expressed satisfaction with the 
peace club initiative of using art 
performance to promote message 
of  p eac e amongst  young c om-
munity members who are most 
vulnerable to violence.

She charge d memb ers of the 
peace club and other community 
members present to work collec-
tively towards ensuring that all 
forms of violence against women/
girls and boys are reduced. She 
pointed out that if this will be 
realized, the journey must start 
from homes where boys and girls 
should be given equal opportunity 
and assignments without any gen-

Don’t allow politicians to use you 
as thugs, Rivers youths told
IGNATIUS CHUKWU

der discrimination. 
Agbanb ere maintaine d that 

t h e re  w e re  a  l o t  o f  p re s s u re s 
faced by women as a result of dis-
crimination and cultural practices 
which have deprived women the 
opportunity to rise. She encour-
aged club members to see it as a 
point of duty to pass the message 
of gender equality to their peers 
and also act non-violently to de-
fend what they believe in. 

In her welc ome remark,  Eu-
charia Uranta-Okonkwo, CEHRD’s 
proje ct offic er,  who facilitate d 
the programme, explained that 
the peace concert was organised 
as part of the events to mark the 
2016 sixte en days of  activ ism 

which started on November 25 
and ende d on D e c emb er 10 of 
every year. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h e r,  t h e  2 0 1 6 
event focused on young ambas-
sadors for peace, highlighting the 
importance of peace and peaceful 
environment where gender based 
violence would cease to be the 
norm. It also highlights on the 
importance of young persons in 
making such environment pos-
sible.

The peace concert focused on 
using different art performances 
by peace club members to pass 
across messages around women 
i n c l u s i o n  i n  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g 
and ending all forms of violence 

against women and girls.
Participants were drawn from 

the different peace clubs in Go-
kana, Abua/Odual and Port Har-
court Local Government Areas. 
They made different art presenta-
tions ranging from drama, cultural 
dance drama, poetry and music.

One of the peace club members, 
Esther Barida, from Cokana, in 
a p o em entitle d “ Violenc e,  my 
greatest enemy”, said: “Violence, 
violence, violence; it grieves my 
mind when I  hear of violenc e; 
violence, my greatest enemy.”

At the end of the concert, five 
outstanding members of the clubs 
were re c ognize d for their out-
standing performances.

Rivers State youths protesting

Politics
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APC threatens to forcefully install elected 
members in Rivers State House of Assembly
…We’ll swear them in after recess, says clerk
…as Wike presents N470bn 2017

T
he Rivers State House 
of Assembly may be in 
the news again, the type 
that led to the shutting 
down of the place in the 
last days of the Chibuike 

Rotimi Amaechi when fracas forced 
the House on the run. This time, it is 
on the issue of not swearing in mem-
bers of the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) who won seats before and on 
December 10, 2016.

The first time the APC planned to 
storm the House on protest to press 
for the swearing in of a female law-
maker that is APC, it led to confronta-
tion and factionalisation of the police 
teams escorting different camps. 
This was where the trouble between 
the governor’s chief security officer 
(CSO) and assistant commission in 
charge of operations and the com-
mander of SARS began.

The CSO has been queried and re-
moved but the governor has marched 
through the police headquarters and 
has continued to demand for the 
redeployment of the two particular 
police officers.

Now, the APC has again threat-
ened that the lawmakers elected on 
its platform would match into the 
Rivers State House of Assembly to 
participate in the deliberations of 
the House.

Disclosing this to newsmen in 
Port Harcourt, Magnus Ngei Abe, 
the senator elected on December 10, 
2016 to represent Rivers South East 
Senatorial District, said the option 
has become expedient following the 
alleged insistence of Gov. Nyesom 
Wike that the Speaker of the Rivers 
State House of Assembly would not 
swear them in. 

“If the Speaker will not swear them 
in, they will march into the House of 
Assembly and take their place because 
they have been returned,” he said.

Abe condemned the alleged deci-
sion of the governor of Rivers State 
and the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) not to swear in the duly elected 
APC members of the Rivers State 
House of Assembly, describing it as 
rascality and impunity.

“This kind of rascality and im-
punity that we are experiencing in 
Rivers State will not be allowed and 
tolerated,” he said.

He urged well-meaning Nigerians 
to condemn the actions of the gover-
nor as such could derail our democ-
racy, contending that swearing-in 
of members of the House was not 
constitutional but ceremonial. He 
argued that in the absence of the 
swearing-in, the elected legislators 
had the right to participate in the 
deliberations.

He specifically mentioned the 

Evans Bapakaye Bipi, speaker, Rivers State House of Assembly

Magnus Abe

need for the APC lawmakers to par-
ticipate in receiving and screening 
the 2017 budget. This seemed to take 
a new turn as the governor submit-
ted the budget of N470 billion on 
Wednesday, December 28, 2016.

The Clerk of the House had ap-
pealed to angry parties to sheathe 
the swords because the House was 
still on recess. He said upon return, 
the sp eaker would p erform the 
swearing-in, saying it was a consti-
tutional requirement. He did not say 

not swearing them in was a constitu-
tional option.

Observers say the APC lawmakers 
may never get an opportunity to have 
a shot at the 2017 budget should the 
budget be hurriedly passed before 
they would be admitted into the 
House. This may start another row 
of demanding for their own copies 
of the actual budget which would 
contain details of what Wike wanted 
to spend the N470bn on, and how the 
N307bn for 2016 was spent.

F
ormer Vice President and 
chieftain of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC), Atiku 
Abubakar, has declared 2017 

as a year of new hope for Nigeria 
and Nigerians.

In a statement released to mark 
the New Year celebrations, the 
Turakin Adamawa described the 
outgoing 2016 as a year in which 
our nation faced a multitude of 
challenges, but which ended on 
a high note, giving us hope and 
confidence in what we as a nation 
can achieve when we stand to work 
together.

“Our military has recorded an 
important victory over Boko Haram 
and we should be grateful for the 
sacrifice our men and women in 
uniform are prepared to make to 
keep us safe. To honour them, we 
should also remember that it is our 
collective responsibility to make 
peace, and not just in the North 
East,” he said in the statement.

“I believe we can and will work 
around our differences, because we 
know that our strength lies in our 
diversity. And when we make our 
New Year’s resolutions, I hope my 
countrymen and countrywomen 
will join me in aspiring to be toler-
ant and to listen with an open mind 
and heart to those who do not share 
our views. We should respect each 
other’s views and traditions, and 
we should remember that our hu-
manity shows in how we treat the 
most vulnerable.”

The Turakin Adamawa also ad-
dressed the economic challenges 
Nigeria is facing.

“On the economic front, the 
federal government has given as-
surances of a speedy recovery. I am 
confident that we will see invest-
ments in key sectors, and that steps 
will be taken to restore business 
confidence. We’ve been dealt a 
cruel hand, but things are look-
ing up, and I’m confident we will 
emerge stronger: we’re learning to 
be more efficient and effective, and 
we’re learning to evaluate what we 
really need and what we can afford. 
We’re suffering, but we’ll become 
more innovative and competitive,” 
he said.

The former Vice President con-
cluded that hope was important 
to all we aim to achieve in 2017, as 
that hope and perseverance will 
guide us through the darkness that 
announces the break of dawn.

 “Hope must be our starting 
point. We must never stop aspiring 
for a better future and a better life 
– for us and for future generations. 
And we must persevere, changing 
the small things we can influence 
without losing sight of the bigger 
picture,” he said.

He expressed thanksgiving to 
God for seeing Nigeria through a 
tough year, noting that the rest of 
Nigeria’s journey could only be 
made possible with God’s help.

“All our hope, our confidence, 
continues to rest in God,” he said.

New Year: 
Atiku urges 
sacrifice, hope
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blame game. the President 
and his cabinet never missed 
an opportunity to remind 
nigerians that his admin-
istration did not wreck the 
country. We all had some 
good news at some point, 
yes the trains returned. as 
expected, there was a de-
bate of who brought back 
the locomotives, whether 
or not it was the goodluck 
Jonathan-led government 
or buhari’s. thankfully, we 
survived that too.

War against indisci-
pline and corruption tried 
to make a return, though 
with a new name, “change 
begins With Me”. after all 
the hype that came with 
it, please when last did you 
hear of it? are we still chang-
ing? Maybe.

i may not be able to cap-
ture everything that hap-
pened during the year but 
i certainly wasn’t going to 
leave out the epic drama of 
the other room. remember? 
oh yes, you do. Wife of the 
President who was frus-
trated with the goings-on 
in her husband’s adminis-
tration took to the media 
to tell her husband that if 
things continued the way 
they were going, she would 
not support him for the next 
electioneering year.

Unfortunately, the Presi-
dent who was in germany 
at the time had also given a 
public reply stating that she 
belonged in the other room. 
i know you also remember 
all the criticisms and memes 
nigerians put up for this.

Well, the year capped 
with the good news of the 
fall of the infamous Sambisa 
forest. a mere mention of 
Sambisa evokes so much 
sad memories, it has always 
sounded like this was an-
other country. there have 
been so much hype and 
celebrations about the fall 
of Sambisa and we join them 
to celebrate too. hopefully, 
now that the stronghold is 
down, the remaining miss-
ing girls will be found.

this is wishing you a 
happy new Year. let us 
hope 2017 will be free of 
excuses and blame trading. 
So happy no-excuse year, 
where we get things done 
and return nigeria to the 
path of greatness again.

 

protected from mosquitoes. 
it was a difficult period. Still, 
nigerians found a way to 
get by. We lost hope in the 
promised change.

then came the curren-
cy swap deal which was 
signed during the state visit 
to china. You see, though 
there were misgivings, this 
deal was supposed to make 
some difference by reducing 
the pressure on our foreign 
exchange. Unfortunately, 
nothing has been heard as 
government officials keep 
mum on that subject when 
you ask, pushing it to the 
next official. What a loss and 
a waste of taxpayers’ money 
on that trip, i must say. our 
naira has continued to nose-
dive and has weakened to 
as low as n492 to $1 in the 
black market.

the government finally 
liberalised the petroleum 
downstream sector, remov-
ing the subsidy on petrol 
and threw the importation 
of petroleum products open. 
this was a good move as the 
queues have since disap-
peared.

it was in 2016 that Da-
vid cameron, former prime 
minister of the United King-
dom, called nigeria a fan-
tastically corrupt country. 
You see, our President was 
scheduled to attend a func-
tion in the UK where he 
would make a case for the re-
turn of our stolen funds and 
he still went and, of course, 
reiterated that his people 
were actually corrupt. “it 
doesn’t matter, just give us 
our money.” if you think the 
President should have de-
manded for an apology, you 
are wrong, he didn’t. rather 
during an interview with 
cnn’s amanpour, he said, 
“What i will be demanding 
is the return of assets. this is 
what i am asking for. What 
will i do with apology? i need 
something tangible.”

on the other hand, when 
you think of it, cameron’s 
remarks pointed to the hy-
pocrisy of the West in mat-
ters of corruption involving 
leaders of developing coun-
tries, especially from third 
World nations. the United 
Kingdom is a well-known 
destination for laundered 
money. at least a third of 
stolen funds from develop-
ing nations, including ni-
geria, is stashed in london’s 
real estate market and its 
classy shopping centres. as 
we say here in nigeria, “if a 
person steals and you help 
them keep their loot, what 
does that make you?” ok, i 
rest that there.

if there was anything that 
thrived in 2016, it was the 

i
t’s the end of the year 
again, a year that began 
with so much promises 
but delivered little if 

anything at all. there was so 
much drama in the country, 
especially in the govern-
ment. let us take a short 
walk back into the year.

the year began with a 
real banger. in January we 
woke up to the news that the 
2016 budget submitted by 
President Muhammadu bu-
hari had gone missing (i hope 
there won’t be a repeat). So 
the question hung every-
where, including memes 
by creative nigerians: who 
stole the budget? You will 
think this was embarrass-
ing enough? i thought so 
too until the embarrassing 
drama of the blame game 
and the subsequent budget 
padding episode. First the 
budget went missing. then 
it resurfaced. and then, 
padding, with the President 
saying he’s never heard 
the words ‘budget padding’ 
throughout his life.

the budget drama took 
the longest to come to a 
close. it was one of buhari’s 
most embarrassing mo-
ments of 2016. Ministers 
on budget defence duties at 
the national assembly met 
with figures so unfamiliar 
some rejected their bud-
gets outright, claiming the 
document wasn’t what was 
submitted during the presi-
dent’s budget presentation 
to lawmakers a month ear-
lier. So it was that nigerians 
witnessed for the first time 
the biggest padding saga 
ever – i am sure that you still 
remember all about it.

2016 was a hard year, 
no doubt. the country slid 
into economic recession, 
its worst in over 25 years. 
Unemployment rate hit the 
ceiling while inflation rose 
consecutively month by 
month to a record 18.5 per-
cent in november on food 
and energy prices.

and then came the bring 
back our girls campaign 
group’s visit to aso rock 
where with all the drama 
that ensued the president 
bluntly blurted out that he 
had no idea where the miss-
ing girls were.

thankfully, in the course 
of the year some progress 
was made on that. at least 
22 of the over 200 chibok 
schoolgirls abducted from 
their school on april 14, 
2014 regained their freedom 
in the course of the year. 
amina nkeki, who escaped 
from her captors, and the 21 
girls released by the group 
after some negotiations are 
those who were counted as 

Through the ups 
and downs of 2016

Ikpeazu charges newly-
elected LG chairmen, 
councilors to uphold 
objectives of LG system

g
overnor okezie ik-
peazu of abia State 
has charged newly-
elected lg chair-
men and councilors 

in the state to work assiduously 
towards achieving the aims 
and objectives of the third tier 
system of administration by 
ensuring that lives of people at 
the grassroots were impacted 
positively.

he made this charge while 
swearing in 17 newly-elected 
local government chairmen 
and 292 councillors, urging 
them not to disappoint the 
electorate who gave them the 
mandate to represent them at 
the grassroots level.

the oath of office was ad-
ministered on the new council 
functionaries by Enyinnaya 
okezie, the state solicitor-gen-
eral and permanent secretary, 
Ministry of Justice.

responding on behalf of his 
colleagues, chidiebere nwa-
chukwu, chairman of Umuahia 
north lga, pledged the readi-
ness of all the newly-sworn-in 
council functionaries to work 
hard towards the realization of 
objectives and functions of the 
third tier system.

he also promised not to 
disappoint the grassroots who 
gave them the mandate to pilot 
their affairs.

the new chairmen sworn 
in by the governor included 
Kalu James Kalu (arochuk-
wu), gabriel okereke Elendu 
(bende), ginger onwisibe (isiala 
ngwa north), among others.

it could be recalled that for 
the past eight years, the third 
tier system of administration 
had been run through transi-
tion government until recently 
when governor ikpeazu di-
rected the State independent 
Electoral commission to con-
duct elections, which was held 
on December 21, 2016.

lucky. others are still at large 
despite the recent successes 
of the military in the fight 
against the islamic insur-
gents. the army announced 
last week that the Sambisa 
stronghold had finally been 
brought down.

in 2016, nigerians started 
to complain about the Presi-
dent’s excessive junketeer-
ing around the world on 
taxpayers’ expense, trips 
most of which were needless 
to be honest. i did a piece, 
“Mr, President, nigeria is 
everywhere”. While he was 
busy touring the world and 
familiarising with world 
leaders and new forums, the 
country was going from bad 
to worse. his media handlers 
took pages in newspapers 
to explain each of his trips 
when he returned. Eventu-
ally he cut down on those 
trips, for a while.

it is noteworthy that be-
tween May 29, 2015 and 
May 29, 2016 the President 
made 29 foreign trips to 
22 countries. During those 
trips, Mr. President made 
the most

revelations than he 
would when back home. 
While in Washington Dc, 
buhari announced he would 
not sign the budget until he 
has perused every line to be 
sure that there were no more 
padding surprises.

beauty arrive d at  a 
wrong time, when the wife 
of the President chose to 
launch her book on the same 
day the that the bbog group 
was marking the second 
anniversary of the missing 
chibok schoolgirls at the 
gate of the Presidential Villa. 
and so began the love lost 
story between nigerians 
and the administration. it 
got worse as the economy 
tanked and things spiralled 
out of control.

as things worsened, 
there was a time in the year 
when everyone including 
the pepper sellers learnt to 
sing the song, “budget has 
not been passed”. at the 
same point, there was the 
worst fuel scarcity in about 
a decade that saw people 
sleep in their cars at petrol 
stations to keep their place 
on fuel queues rather than 
buy at exorbitant black mar-
ket rates. i will not forget in 
a hurry a scene i saw one 
of those nights i drove by 
a station – a group of men 
in their underwears lying 
on the bonnets of their cars 
conversing away. a few cars 
away, another man had put 
up a mosquito net covering 
his car. it was propped in a 
way that would allow him 
lie on the bonnet and still be 

 Okezie Ikpeazu

Wordbase assembly sets 
for ‘awesome Supply’ 

a
ll is set for the 7th 
edition of the annu-
al Festival of Power 
P raye r  c r u s a d e 

of the Wordbase assembly 
(Wba).

the 12-day power-packed 
prayer programme themed 
“awesome Supply” will take 
place at the church’s ground 
along Fasehun avenue in 
okota, lagos, January 4-15, 
2017.

the event, which usually 
attracts huge attendance, will 
feature daily ministration by 
some prominent preachers, as 
well as gospel artistes.

bishop humphrey Eru-
maka, the general overseer 

news

of the church, noted in a 
press release by the media 
and publicity sub-committee 
that the crusade is held an-
nually at the beginning of 
the year because it is an 
important time for people to 
thank god for the past year 
and to seek the face of god 
in the new year.

he explained that the 
theme, “awesome Supply”, is a 
message to re-awaken the faith 
of nigerians, which seems to be 
failing due to the situation of 
the economy.

“We want to use this cru-
sade to bring awareness to 
people that our supply comes 
from the awesome god. 
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Abdulaziz Yari

I
n the United States of America, 
the year 2016 shook Americans 
to new realities of how racism, 
xenophobia, Islamophobia and 
job-losses are redefining contem-
porary politics. These factors led 

to the defeat of dye-in-the-wool politi-
cians like Hillary Rodham Clinton of 
the Democratic Party by an outsider, 
Donald Trump, in the race to the White 
House. While one cannot argue that the 
same problems had afflicted Nigeria in 
equal measure, last year, the country 
had experienced one of its worst eco-
nomic meltdowns, called a “recession.”

Those who did not feel the bite of 
the recession simply did not live in Ni-
geria last year. Tales of hardship among 
ordinary Nigerians were everywhere. 
And they were very palpable. The value 
of the Naira against the USD hit 500. 
This took the prices of all consumables 
through the roof. Once local and cheap 
staples became gold. Families, even the 
influential ones rationed their meals. 
Peasants resorted to ‘mercy-stealing’ 
while the once generous types sealed 
their pockets. The two major holders 
of Nigeria’s regular livelihoods, farmers 
and herdsmen, grabbed each other’s 
jugular and this was even before the 
Agriculture ministry declared the 
possibility of a draught. Farmers had 
become desperate and herdsmen had 
become wild.  Among the nation’s elites, 
things were far from rosy. The economy 
which was battered by factors from 
within and without further took the 
gradually recovering good name of the 
nation back to damnation, sometimes 
unjustly and uncharacteristically un-
fair, on many issues.

Nigeria, on the brink, looked more di-
vided in 2016 because politicians were 
playing to the gallery and championing 
interests other than that of the nation. 
Some even perfected the art of playing 
with fire, oblivious to the dangers they 
pose in the long run and for a multi-
cultural, multi-lingual contraption like 
ours. To boot, politicians were always in 
the news, hawking hate and prejudices 
from both sides of the divide.

It required a phenomenal sense of 
responsibility to waddle out of the non-
sense. Simple solutions to the nation’s 
economic woes had become few and far 
between. Fortunately it all coincided 
with the tenure of the young Governor 
of Zamfara State, Alhaji Abdulaziz Yari 
Abubakar as the Chairman of the Ni-
geria Governors’ Forum. And it was an 
emergency. Knowing that time was not 
on his side, Abdulaziz Yari Abubakar 
hit the ground running.

One of the first things the NGF 
Chairman did was to work for synergy 
among the governors who form the 
integral pillar of the country’s political 
pyramid. As his cardinal covenant with 
the forum, Yari moved to reintegrate 
all the members from the opposition 
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deployed tactically to pump money into 
the economy. 

Besides it was Governor Yari who 
successfully secured the nod of Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari to gratu-
itously accent to the demand for the 
refund of the Paris and London Clubs 
loans deductions, since the commence-
ment of democracy in the country in 
1999, which many states received in 
December. 

As a reward for this remarkable 
achievement, at a meeting of the NGF 
on December 16thwhere the Chairman 
Governor Abdulaziz Yari Abubakkar 
confirmed that the money was ready to 
be disbursed to the states’ accounts, the 
governor of Ekiti state, Ayo Fayose had 
led other governors to hail their chair-
man saying ‘you can remain Chairman 
for life’ amidst resounding applause 
by Nov!   more than 29 governors who 
were in attendance at the International 
Conference Centre, Abuja. And for 
all Nigerians whose hopes have been 
rekindled or whose backlog of emolu-
ments have been settled or who are 
hopeful of settlement or who have 
finally stabilized their lives after a long 
period of economic uncertainty, there 
is only one man to greet. 

He is Abdulaziz Yari Abubakar, the 
governor of Zamfara State and Chair-
man of the Nigeria Governors’ Forum.

who hitherto felt like fish out of wa-
ter. Unity achieved, he then set out to 
find soft-landing for states, using his 
well-watered closeness with President 
Muhammadu Buhari.

Always even-handed, Yari ensured 
a level playing field as all committee 
work, visitations and assignments of 
the forum were shared equally among 
members without prejudice to political 
party inclination. Indeed, this turned 
out to be a good way to kill a hydra-
headed serpent.

Many observers of the NGF had ar-
gued that even if this was the only thing 
that Yari achieved in his chairmanship 
of the nation’s 36 governors, he would 
be recorded favourably for having suc-
ceeded in reuniting them. But that is not 
all. Under Governor Yari’s leadership of 
the NGF Nigeria was declared polio-free 
by the WHO and struck off the list of at-
risk countries for the epidemic. Thanks 
to the NGF Chairman, more hands have 
been added to embellish the status of 
the NGF as a policy hub and a clearing 
house for governors with regards to 
their engagement with development 
partners, locally and internationally.

Governor Abdulaziz Yari Abubakar 
has also worked acidulously to endear 
the NGF to the presidency especially to 
President Muhammadu Buhari himself 
who has always viewed politicians like 

a bunch with whom he would dine only 
with a long spoon. Today, PMB would 
hardly take any decisions in his gov-
ernment without seeking the opinion 
of governors.

The Director General of the NGF Mr. 
Asishana Okauru who has served at 
least three of the Chairmen of the NGF 
and known first hand their different 
strengths and weaknesses had once re-
marked that what he sees and perhaps 
even likes about ‘Governor Yari is that 
he has an insatiable drive for results 
and he never tires until what he sets to 
do, is done.’ This may however sound 
like an understatement when viewed 
from the praxis of what Abdulaziz Yari 
Abubakar has done in 2016, to help 
reflate the economy and drive it out 
of the woods.

If today most Nigerians who were 
already becoming disillusioned with 
the efforts of government are smiling to 
the banks because in Plateau state, all 
arrears of salaries of civil servants are 
being paid and the pensions of retirees 
are also being settled and in Ogun state 
about N2.5bn has been set aside for the 
same exercise and in Jigawa N1.9bn is 
earmarked for workers 2017 palaver 
to mention but a few, the credit rests 
squarely on the shoulders of the Chair-
man of the NGF Dr. Abdulaziz Yari 
Abubakar whose tireless sagacity was 



Citizens say much to mourn, little to cheer

S
u r p r i s i n g l y,  n o 
single respondent 
i n t e r v i e w e d  i n 
the Niger Delta on 
positives of 2016 

mentioned the much-tout-
ed flag-off of the $1 billion 
Ogoni cleanup ordered by 
the Unite d Nations  En-
vironmental Programme 
( U N E P )  Re p o r t  o f  2 0 1 1 . 
People of the region, es-
p e cial ly the Ogoni ,  had 
pelted the Goodluck Jona-
than ad ministration for 
not starting the cleanup 
and setting the structures 
that would force the Joint 
Venture (JV) partners, in-
cluding the FG, Shell, Total 
and Agip, to hand over the 
fund.  I t  s e ems amazing 
that whereas non-flag-off 
was a big issue, flag-off is 
not. Not even from Ogoni 
elites interviewed.

N o  p e r s o n  a l s o  m e n -
tioned the completion of 
such a key road in the oil 
region as the N25 billion 
Ogbia-Nemb e Road that 
l i n k s  fo r m e r  P re s i d e n t 
Jonathan’s area to other 
I j a w  a r e a s  d e s p i t e  t h e 
public love professed for 
the former president.

The rescue of Itu-Cala-
bar Road that opened up 
the Cross River economy 
again to the rest of Nige-
ria also escaped mention 
by the elites that sp oke 
for the masses. So did the 
successful reconstitution 
of centres of development 
in the region such as the 
NDDC, Onne Oil and Gas 
Fre e  Zo n e ,  e t c ,  a n d  t h e 
flag-off of rebuilding of 
the Port Harcourt Inter-
national Airport, the high-
est international contact 
point in the Niger Delta.

N o t  e ve n  t h e  e a s e  o f 
oil  pric es with hop es of 
relief through more funds 
to the region, especially 
for NDDC, 13 percent to 
states, and Ministry of Ni-
ger Delta meant anything 
in the region.

This gives c onc ern as 
to what the elites in the 
r e g i o n  s e e  a s  p o s i t i ve . 
Some said the only thing 
p o s i t i ve  w a s  t h at  t h e y 
were alive to the end of 
the year. It was only one 
female business executive 
a n d  m a n u f a c t u re r  w h o 
pointed to completion of 
ro a d s  i n  Po r t  H a rc o u r t 
and c onclusion of  e le c-
tions as something to cel-

relate to the PHCCIMA 
and the Rivers business 
landscape?

In 2016, PHCCIMA gen-
erally played to its objec-
tive. As a chamber of com-
merce, we are to facilitate 
trade and business in the 
state  and for  our mem-
b ers .  In  2016,  we made 
some significant inroads. 
Port  Harc ourt  is  in  the 
Niger D elta which is an 
oil/gas hub of Nigeria. In 
that case, the crash in oil 
pric es would affe ct  our 
businesses more than the 
rest of Nigeria. That was 
w hy  w e  d i d  a  b u s i n e s s 
luncheon called ‘Beyond 
Oil ’  in the first  quarter 
of 2016. Do not rest only 
on your strength, in case 
of a crash. We were able 
to forge closer ties with 
t h e  M DA s  at  b o t h  f e d -
eral and state levels, such 
that our p e ople were in 
f e d e r a l  d e l e g at i o n s  t o 
foreign travels .  We are 
now also invited to such 
trips. There are benefits 
of downturns. The posi-
tive is the shift of atten-
tion to other areas of the 
economy. We used 2016 
to beam attention to the 
need to revive our ports 
and boost shipping. It is 
the dream of our founding 
fathers. It is about going 
back to our roots, while 
also doing oil/gas.   
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ebrate,  while a le cturer 
admitted that the amnesty 
programme by the Rivers 
State government was, to 
an extent,  s omething to 
cheer.

T h e  d i ff i c u l t y  o f  t h e 
interviews was that most 
re s p o n d e n t s  w h o  m e n -
t i o n e d  a n y t h i n g  g o o d 
were often swayed back 
to negatives, an indication 
t h at  e ve n  t h e  p o s i t i ve s 
did not amount to much. 
They als o relaps e d into 
lamentations, re-launched 
into historical and lega-
cy issues of  old such as 
re s o u rc e  c o n t ro l ,  f i s c a l 
federalism, legalizing oil 
bunkering, environment, 
etc, as if they sprang up 
in 2016 or came with the 
Muhammadu Buhari ad-
ministration.

These point to the fact 
that the federation is not 
b a l a n c e d  a n d  t h at  t h e 
leaders would look deeper 
than palliatives in tackling 
the problems of Nigeria. It 
may be an indication that 
some dialogue is urgently 
required to find out what 
exactly the people want.

The interviews
E m i  M e m b r e - O t a j i , 

president ,  PH Chamb er 
of Commerce (PHCCIMA)

Can you mention some 
few things the Niger Del-
ta witnessed in 2016, good 
or bad?

Niger Delta within this 
one year did not witness 
much positive activity due 
to security challenges. The 
NDDC did not do much in 
actual terms compared to 

other years. There was no 
upsurge in development. 
There is  much disaffe c-
tion in the oil region. How 
would Oloibiri feel for ex-
porting oil all these years 
without anything to show 
for it? There is need for a 
development plan for the 
region. We are a key com-
p onent  of  this  c ountry. 
We want security, devel-
opment, human capacity, 
e t c ,  a n d  t h e s e  mu s t  b e 
kept in the front burner. 
The cause of agitation in 
the region should be ad-
dress e d.  We have many 
g e n e rat i o n s  o f  p e r s o n s 
who are aggrieve d. This 
must be addressed.

 
W h a t  a r e  t h e  m a j o r 

p o s i t i v e  a n d  n e g a t i v e 
highlights of 2016 as they 

Niger Delta in 2016:

Negatives
·         Rise of Avengers/destruction of pipelines/bombings
·         Crash of oil payouts to royals and lords, hardship everywhere
·         Election violence in Rivers and Edo
·         Daily tension in Rivers from political front
Positives
·         Flag-off of $1bn Ogoni Clean-Up and hope for other oil states
·         Completion of Nembe/Ogbia Rd, rescue of Itu-Calabar Rd
·         Oil prices rebound, negotiation with oil elders
·         Conclusion of elections in Edo, Ondo and Rivers
·         Reconstitution of NDDC board, hopes for capital budget kick-off
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NACCIMA council,  in-
cluding the state councils, 
met in PH for two days. We 
did two significant things: 
the national council and 
city chambers were taken 
on a tour of  the old PH 
port. They saw all these. 
The c ouncil  appre ciate d 
the need to do something 
about Port Harcourt ports 
a n d  t o o k  a  p o s i t i o n  o n 
diversification. When we 
say Port Harcourt ports, 
we mean eastern p orts : 
W a r r i ,  C a l ab a r,  S a p e l e , 
Onne.

Emilia Ekama Akpan, 
national vice-president, 
Manufacturers Associa-
tion of Nigeria (MAN)

Positives
The c onclusion of the 

elections in Rivers State, 
to the Senate and House 
of Assembly. Both parties 
were represented. We can 
now look to their worthy 
representation and strong 
inputs in the upp er and 
lower Hous es.  The c om-
pletion of some the major 
roads in the Port Harcourt 
city helped ease vehicular 
movements. 2016 was also 
an exceptional year, with 
the unfolding of a political 
picture of most probably 
what  wil l  b e  the  emer-
gence of new parties, and 
the death of others. Good 
for democracy.

Negatives
The scandals in the ju-

diciary were unfortunate. 
Who will help the people 
when justic e is  ne e de d? 
The lack of dire ction of 
monetary policy makes fi-
nancial planning difficult 
and uncertain. The infla-
tion,  lack of money and 
lack of financial direction 
a re  c a u s i n g  mu c h  g r i e f 
in many families. Saving 
now is almost impossible. 
Incidence of suicides and 
deviant behaviour are on 
the increas e.  Many par-
ents can no longer afford 
to send their children to 
school. They are forced to 
stay at home and this is 
causing s o cial  problems 
f r o m  e ve r y  a n g l e .  T h e 
u s e  o f  a r m e d  fo rc e s  i n 
t h e  e l e c t i o n s  g i ve s  b a d 
image to the country. The 
electricity problems have 
w o r s e n e d .  O b v i o u s l y, 
NERC has no c ontrol  of 
the Discos which are des-
perately trying to recoup 
their investments as the 
banks are no longer pre-
tending the help anyone. 
Manufacturing has never 
had it so bad, as most have 
c l o s e d  s h o p  d u e  t o  t h e 
financial  and monetary 

uncertainties listed above.
 
Clinton Ezekwe, senior 

lecturer,  Department of 
Geography and Env Stud-
ies, Uniport

Positives
Being alive to dis cuss 

the ills of 2016 is very im-
portant. Amnesty in Riv-
ers is very important too. 
D espite the weakness es 
of this programme, it has 
helped to reduce tension. 
In fact, I am from Ogba/
Egbema/Ndoni local coun-
c i l  a re a  w h e re  t h e re  i s 
massive violence. Omoku 
i s  s t i l l  ve r y  e m p t y.  W e 
are  ID Ps  b e caus e  many 
of us are on the run. It is 
not only in the north-east 
that you have IDPs,  but 
my relations in Akabuka, 
E g i ,  O m o k u ,  e t c  w h e re 
people fled their homes. 
At least  r ight  now, you 
can travel home and come 
back. We are now visiting 
indigenes.  

Negatives
I t  w a s  a  t e r r i b l y  b a d 

year for Nigerians.  Yes, 
the FG has challenges but 

the government has been 
fraught with many policy 
summersaults that have 
affe cte d the foreign ex-
change balance. As a civil 
servant, I had my salary 
c ut  fo r  f l i m s y  re a s o n s . 
Now, the FG is to increase 
taxes.  So,  I  have a fixe d 
s a l a r y  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n 
cut  down,  inflation has 
gone up to 18.5 p erc ent, 
meaning I have lost 18.5 
percent of the value of my 
salary, and then FG taxes 
me more. So, I am left with 
ab out 25 p erc ent of  my 
s a l a r y.  T h i s  m a ke s  o n e 
think this is an oppressor-
government.  Another is 
insensitivity of the FG on 
the plight of the citizenry; 
it is the biggest negative of 
the year 2016.  

The third is absence of 
policy thrust in the diver-
sification scheme and the 
farm project. There must 
be a target and objective 
with specific milestones 
and feedback mechanism. 
D e ve l o p m e n t  d o e s  n o t 
grow on trees. The fourth 
i s  b l o w i n g  u p  o f  p i p e -

lines by militants in the 
Niger Delta. I am an avid 
supporter of freedom for 
t h e  N i g e r  D e l t a  p e o p l e 
but I think that the pur-
s u i t  o f  f re e d o m  s h o u l d 
b e  c o u c h e d  w i t h i n  t h e 
realm of  c ommons ens e. 
Yes,  thes e actions were 
however triggered by pol-
icies of the FG. So, in the 
past one year, everything 
that has happened to the 
Niger Delta is mere pallia-
tive, apart from some is-
sues like some measure of 
security in the local scene.

 
Ben Naanen, professor 

of History, Uniport and 
consultant to NSRP (Nige-
rian Stability and Recon-
ciliation Programme)

Positives
T h at  w e  a re  s t i l l  o n e 

c o u n t r y  i s  s o m e t h i n g . 
Other countries have wit-
nessed balkanization. It is 
still important that we are 
still together as a people. 
We are hopeful that 2017 
would bring more p osi-
tives.

Negatives

It  has b e en a difficult 
year for Nigeria.  Re c es-
sion has  b e en very bad 
and create d a lot of dif-
f i c u l t i e s .  E ve r y b o d y  i s 
appealing to the President 
that suffering is high. For 
the Niger Delta, I am con-
cerned about the violence 
in the area, oil vandalism, 
etc. It is unfortunate. We 
hope by 2017, we should 
see some light.

I expect the FG to talk 
to the Niger Delta to know 
their grievances. Nigeria 
has not been able to reap 
the OPEC agreement that 
caus e d oil  pric es  to  im-
prove. It is important for 
the FG to find out these 
g r i e v a n c e s ;  t h e  w h o l e 
question of youth unem-
ployment,  s o cial  c ondi-
tion in the area, etc. They 
should b e able to arrive 
at solutions. So, get into a 
dialogue with the leaders 
of the region to address 
these vexing issues. The 
yo ut h s  s h o u l d  e mb ra c e 
dialogue, cease fire,  and 
allow the government to 
talk to the people.

Okowa Dickson
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Dogara and Saraki

Key events that shook Nigeria in 2016

Missing, padded budget 

C
ontroversy trailed the 2016 
national budget presented by 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
on December 22, 2015 to a joint 
session of the National Assembly 

when the Senate declared the document 
missing, upon resumption from a three-
week break in January 2016. 

Senate President Bukola Saraki tacitly 
admitted that the budget was missing from 
the National Assembly, when he confirmed 
that a search panel had been set up by the 
upper legislative chamber to look for the 
missing document. The search committee 
quizzed aides of President Buhari in the 
National Assembly as well as staff of the 
offices of the clerks to the Senate and House 
of Representatives, respectively. 

The Senate President, who had at the 
beginning of Senate’s session announced 
to senators that copies of the 2016 budget 
document would be made available to them 
in readiness for general debate on it, even-
tually owned up on the missing document 
while responding to a Point of Order raised 
by Enyinnaya Abaribe. 

Rising from a closed-door meeting with 
the Senate committee tasked to investigate 
the disappearance of the budget, Saraki 
specifically accused the Senior Special As-
sistant to President Muhammadu Buhari 
on National Assembly Matters (Senate), Ita 
Enang, of masterminding the disappear-
ance of the missing budget. He accused the 
presidential aide of stealing and replacing 
the budget with an entirely different copy. 

The development, which not only em-
barrassed the Presidency but the nation, 
saw the emergence of two different versions 
of the 2016 Budget proposal in circulation.

But in a twist of events, the House of 
Representatives insisted that its budget was 
not missing, a situation that resulted in two 
different budgets in both chambers of the 
National Assembly. To resolve the impasse, 
President Buhari wrote to both chambers 
withdrawing the first budget he presented 
and replacing it with another one. 

But that was just the beginning of the 
controversy, as government officials from 
Ministries, Departments and Agencies dis-
owned the budgetary allocations to them on 
the grounds that it was padded. 

Although the National Assembly ap-
proved the document in March, the Presi-
dent declined to give his assent, insisting 
on seeing the details, which would later 
prove to be incredibly padded, prompting 
the executive arm to return the budget for 
a re-work. In all, it took almost five months 
before the President could sign the record-
breaking document. 

Jibrin’s sack, exposé and suspension
The last was yet to be heard about the 

controversial budget, as it claimed its first 
casualty in the lower legislative chamber 
of the National Assembly. As the cliché 
goes, “There are no permanent friends or 
enemies in politics but permanent interests”. 
Consequently, two close political associates 
became worst of enemies as House of Rep-
resentatives Speaker Yakubu Dogara sacked 
his ally and chairman, House Committee on 
Appropriations, Abdulmumin Jibrin (APC, 
Kano State). 

The Kano-born lawmaker had issues 
with his colleagues while holding sway 
as chairman of Appropriations as he was 

accused of putting constituency projects 
worth over N4 billion in the budget.

Jibrin, who was instrumental to Dogara’s 
emergence as Speaker, did not take it lightly 
as he opened a can of worms against the 
Speaker and some principal officers of the 
House over allegations of budget padding. 

The embattled legislator, who is said to be 
so wealthy that he gave out loans to some 
members of the Green Chamber, petitioned 
the Department of State Security (DSS), Inde-
pendent Corrupt Practices and other related 
offences Commission (ICPC), Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and 
Nigeria Police Force (NPF) to shed light on 
the purported corrupt practices by the prin-
cipal officers. He accused Dogara, Deputy 
Speaker Yusuf Lasun, Chief Whip Alhassan 
Ado Doguwa, and Minority Leader Leo Ogor 
of attempting to pad N40 billion into the 
2016 budget. He also accused the Speaker 
and some governors of allegedly shielding 
the President from granting him audience 
to hear his own side of the story. 

But some political commentators viewed 
Jibrin’s accusations as an after-thought, 
having himself initially dismissed media 
reports that the budget was padded when 
he held sway as chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee. 

The development assumed a new dimen-
sion in September when the Green Chamber 
suspended Jibrin for 180 legislative days 
for allegedly breaching the practices and 
precedents of the House. This followed 
the consideration of the report of the Ossai 
Ossai-led Ethics and Privileges Committee 
by the Committee of the Whole.  

According to the House presided over 
by Lasun, Jibrin is also required to tender 
a formal written apology to the House be-
fore his future resumption of duties. He is 
also barred from positions of authority in 
the House till the end of the 8th Assembly. 
Not done yet, authorities of the House also 
sealed off Jibrin’s office in the National As-
sembly complex. 

In November, the suspended lawmaker 
embarked on a self-exile in London and 
vowed never to return to Nigeria unless his 
safety is guaranteed.

APC owes N1.7m electricity debt, sus-
pends Timi Frank 

The ruling All Progressives Congress 
(APC) got one of the most shocking embar-
rassing moments in the out-gone year when 
its national secretariat was thrown into 
darkness following its inability to offset the 

N1.7 million debt owed Abuja Electricity 
Distribution Company (AEDC). 

While journalists found it difficult to 
make use of the media centre due to the 
development, some staff of the secretariat 
were said to have contributed some money 
to power the electricity generator at the 
premises.

Also worrisome for the ruling party was 
the revelation that cabinet ministers and 
National Assembly members elected on its 
platform were indebted to the party to the 
tune of N410 million, being unpaid dues 
since they were appointed and elected, 
respectively. 

The party also wielded a big stick on its 
Deputy National Publicity Secretary Timi 
Frank by formally suspending him over 
allegations of embarrassing utterances and 
anti-party activities. The Bayelsa-born 
politician and loyalist of former Vice Presi-
dent Atiku Abubakar took the party to the 
cleaners on several occasions, calling for 
the resignation of its national chairman 
John Odgie-Oyegun due to his inability to 
resolve the party’s internal crisis. He also 
threatened that key APC chieftains would 
leave the party in January 2017 and seek 
alternative platform should the Presidency 
and the party leadership fail to resolve the 
crisis rocking the party. 

One party, two national chairmen 
Yet to recover from the shocking defeat 

in the 2015 general elections, the main op-
position People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
plunged into deeper crisis in May 2016 fol-
lowing the botched national convention in 
Port Harcourt. Although the event became 
a non-elective convention and appointed a 
seven-man national caretaker committee 
chaired by Ahmed Makarfi to pilot the af-
fairs of the party in line with a court order, 
the former national chairman Ali Modu 
Sheriff rejected the move, insisting that 
he remained the national chairman of the 
party. 

In June, pro and anti-Sheriff protests 
led to the shutdown of the party’s national 
secretariat in Abuja by security agents. Both 
groups have since been operating outside 
the national secretariat. While the Makarfi 
faction operates from a temporary office at 
Wuse 2, Sheriff runs a temporary secretariat 
from Maitama District.  

Efforts to resolve the leadership crisis 
suffered a major setback after governors 
elected on the party’s platform scuttled the 
peace deal at the Eleventh Hour. 

A new dimension was added to the con-
flict when another convention in August 
extended the tenure of the national care-
taker committee by one year, even as Sheriff 
promised to hold a parallel convention by 
the first quarter of 2017. 

Political commentators have expressed 
worry at the internal crisis, especially at it 
comes at a time Nigeria needs virile opposi-
tion parties to keep the government in check 
and boost the nation’s democracy. 

With the abysmal performance of 
the two major political parties, observers 
believe a mega party will emerge in 2017 
to wrestle power at the centre. Former 
President Olusegun Obasanjo lent credence 
to this when he wrote off the two leading 
political parties in the country. According to 
the elder statesman, while the ruling APC 
is weak, the main opposition PDP is dead. 

Buhari accused of plagiarism 
The launch of ‘Change Begins with Me’ 

initiative of the present administration was 
marred by allegations of plagiarism against 
President Buhari and Information Minister 
Lai Mohammed. 

While Buhari admitted lifting quotes 
from a 2008 speech by United States 
President Barack Obama, the creator of an 
anti-corruption effort Akin Fadeyi accused 
Lai Mohammed of stealing his concept to 
launch ‘Change Begins with Me’. The min-
ster denied the allegation. 

The campaign earned the President 
widespread criticism, with many Nigerians 
accusing him of shifting blames to them 
and wondering why they gave him their 
mandate if he would ultimately saddle 
them with the duty of effecting the change 
he promised.

Although the Presidency was reported to 
have immediately redeployed the deputy di-
rector linked to the plagiarism incident from 
the State House, other sources disputed the 
report, pointing out that the Presidency was 
trying to fool the public and fingered Mam-
man Daura, a nephew of President Buhari 
and arguably the biggest power player in 
the government, as the source of the speech. 

DSS invades judges’ homes in Abuja, 
Gombe, Rivers 

In what could be defined as a crackdown 
on the judiciary, operatives of the Depart-
ment of State Security (DSS) in the late and 
early hours of October 7 and 8, respectively, 
invaded residences of some judges in Abuja, 
Port Harcourt and Gombe in a bid to arrest 
them.

The crackdown was said to have begun 
in Gombe State with the arrest of Justice 
Muazu Pindiga who presided over the 
Rivers State election tribunal, the Abuja 
homes of Supreme Court Justices Sylvester 
Ngwuta and John Inyang Okoro, as well as 
the Abuja houses of two judges of the Fed-
eral High Court, Justices Adeniyi Ademola 
and Nnamdi Dimgba.

The Nigerian secret police was, however, 
unlucky as they were prevented from ar-
resting a Federal High Court judge in Port 
Harcourt, Rivers State by Governor Nyesom 
Wike.  

While the secret police accused the 
judges of corruption and claimed to have 
found incriminating evidence against them 
in the overnight raid, the judges on the other 
hand pleaded their innocence and pointed 
accusing fingers at the Presidency for their 
refusal to be bribed while carrying out their 
constitutional duties. 

Bowing to pressure, the National Judicial 
Council (NJC) asked all the judges being 
investigated over allegations of corruption 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja

Each year comes with its defining moments and events that make it memorable. The out-gone year 2016 was no 
exception. For Nigeria, it was a mishmash of the good, the bad and the ugly. As some pundits put it, “2016 will be 
remembered as a year that did as it pleased.” In the paragraphs below, BDSUNDAY presents some of the major events 
that, in our judgement, shaped the year 2016 for Nigeria. 
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Aisha and President Buhari

to step down from the Bench 
pending their trial. Consequently, 
two Justices of the Supreme Court 
– Inyang Okoro and Sylvester 
Ngwuta – and Justices Adeniyi 
Ademola and Muazu Pindiga of 
Abuja and Gombe Divisions of the 
Federal High Court, respectively, 
were asked to step down from 
the Bench. Their court trials have 
since commenced. 

Buhari, Aisha and the other 
room

The biggest event that set 
tongues wagging in 2016 hap-
pened in October when wife of the 
President, Aisha Buhari, revealed 
that her husband’s government 
had been hijacked by a cabal. Her 
decision to go public with her 
concerns not only shocked many 
people, but also showed the level 
of discontent with the President’s 
leadership. 

The soft-spoken Aisha, in a 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) Hausa interview, said that 
Buhari’s government had been 
hijacked by a cabal who are “be-
hind presidential appointments”. 
She lamented that most of the 
officials of the government were 
unknown to the President and 
the first family, adding that they 
were usurpers who did nothing 
to help APC struggle in 2015. She 
warned that her support for her 
husband for 2019 election rested 
on his readiness to shake up his 
government.

But the President’s wife was 
not the only one who shared 
this sentiment. Senate President 
Bukola Saraki during his trial at 
the Code of Conduct Tribunal 
(CCT) alleged that a powerful cabal 
within the Buhari government 
had hijacked power from the re-
tired general.

Those already being pointed 
as members of the kitchen cabi-
net include Mamman Daura, the 
President’s nephew who has been 
tagged the unofficial vice presi-
dent; Abba Kyari, Chief of Staff 
to the president; Babachir Lawal, 
Secretary to the Government of 
the Federation; Ismailia Funtua, a 
personal friend of the president, 
and Theophilus Danjuma, who is 
one of Nigeria’s most influential 
and respected senior military of-
ficers ever.

Aisha’s interview did not go 
down well with the President 
who responded to criticism from 
his wife by saying she belongs in 
his kitchen.

On a visit to German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel, he said: “I 
don’t know which party my wife 
belongs to, but she belongs to my 
kitchen and my living room and 
the other room.”

His response elicited pictures 
of a variety of bedrooms and the 
hashtag #TheOtherRoom trend-
ing in the social media.

Abati and ‘The Spiritual Side 
of Aso Rock’

It was the Late Ugandan Presi-
dent Idi Amin who said, “You have 
freedom of speech but freedom 
after speech, I cannot guarantee 
that.” 

Former spokesman of ex-Pres-
ident Goodluck Jonathan, Reuben 
Abati, got what he didn’t bargain 
for when his piece titled “The 
Spiritual Side of Aso Rock” landed 

Key events that shook Nigeria in 2016

him in the net of the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC). 

In the article, Abati who served 
as President Jonathan’s spokes-
man for four years recounted 
strange and sometimes tragic oc-
currences that befell people who 
worked or lived in the precincts 
of the Presidential Villa.

Recounting personal experi-
ences and those that happened to 
colleagues while he served in the 
highest office in the land, Abati 
gave a depressingly worrisome 
scenario of the higher spiritual 
powers that tended to influence 
or dictate the happenings in the 
Villa which by extension had dire 
consequences for the country.

In the piece which went trend-
ing on social media, he said: “I 
can confirm that every principal 
officer suffered one tragedy or 
the other; it was as if you needed 
to sacrifice something to remain 
on duty inside that environment. 
From cancer to brain and prostrate 
surgery and whatever, the Villa 
was a hospital full of agonising 
patients”. 

Ten days after the publication, 
he was arrested by the anti-graft 
agency over N100 million alleg-
edly received from the office of the 
former National Security Adviser 
Sambo Dasuki (retired). 

Since his release, little has been 
heard from Abati, especially his 
criticism of the government.

 
Nigeria officially in economic 

recession 
There was little to cheer for the 

economy in 2016, as the country 
officially entered into economic 
recession for the first time in three 
decades. 

The National Bureau of Statis-
tics released the much-awaited 
Gross Domestic Product figures 
for the second quarter of 2016 
with the GDP growth rate sliding 

further from -0.36 percent in the 
first quarter to -2.06 percent year-
on-year.

The negative growth rate re-
corded in the second quarter of 
the year was a confirmation of 
the predictions by economists 
that the country was heading into 
recession. 

The report also quoted a World 
Bank data as revealing that the 
last time Nigeria had such level of 
economic decline was under the 
regime of Ibrahim Babangida. 

But critics say government 
policies made a bad situation even 
worse. The decision to delay de-
valuing Nigeria’s currency meant 
many businesses struggled to get 
foreign currency to pay for im-
ports, which had a cooling effect 
on the entire economy.

However, the administration 
blamed the economic recession 
on the global meltdown, drop in 
daily crude oil production occa-
sioned by vandalism of pipelines 
by militants in the Niger Delta and 
failure of past governments to plan 
for the rainy day. 

GEJ, OBJ, IBB, others owed 10 
months allowances

In November, the Federal Gov-
ernment admitted that in the last 
10 months, it had not paid the sala-

ries and allowances of all former 
presidents of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria. Those affected include 
former military heads of state 
Ibrahim Babangida, Abdulsalami 
Abubakar, and Yakubu Gowon, 
and former Presidents Oluse-
gun Obasanjo, Shehu Shagari, 
Goodluck Jonathan, and Ernest 
Shonekan.

This was revealed when the 
Senate Committee on Federal 
Character and Inter-Governmen-
tal Affairs paid an oversight visit to 
the Secretary to the Government 
of the Federation (SGF), Babachir 
Lawal. He attributed the non-
payment of the former leaders 
to the unavailability of funds in 
service wide votes for salaries of 
ex-presidents.

Obasanjo laments Buhari’s 
blame game 

Six days after the story of the 
present administration’s inability 
to pay ex-presidents 10 months 
salaries and allowances was pub-
lished, former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo took a swipe at the gov-
ernment for consistently blaming 
past governments for the nation’s 
woes rather than proffering solu-
tions to the myriad of problems 
facing the country. 

Speaking at the first Akin-
tola Williams Annual Lecture, 
Obasanjo said it was uncharitable 
for Buhari’s administration to con-
tinue to blame past governments 
that had served since 1999, saying 
that the administration needed 
to evolve policies that would take 
Nigeria out of the woods. 

To the former president, it was 
unfair for the present government 
to lump all three previous admin-
istrations as one. 

He said: “The blanket adverse 
comments or castigation of all 
democratic administrations from 
1999 by the present administra-
tion is uncharitable, fussy and 
un-instructive.

“Politics apart, I strongly believe 
that there is a distinction between 
the three previous administrations 
that it would be unfair to lump 
them all together. I understand 
President Buhari’s frustration on 
the state of the economy inherited 
by him. It was the same reason and 
situation that brought about the 
cry for change, otherwise there 
would be no need for change if it 
was all nice and rosy.

“No administration can or 
should be comfortable with the 
excruciating pain of debilitating 
and crushing economy. Businesses 
are closing, jobs are being lost and 
people are suffering.

“I know that President Buhari 
has always expressed concern 
for the plight of the common 
people but that concern must be 
translated to workable and result-
oriented socio-economic policy 
and programme that will turn the 
economy around at the shortest 
time possible. We cannot continue 
to do the same thing and expect 
things to change.”

But some observers have fault-
ed the elder statesman on the 
grounds that the PDP ruled the 
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country for 16 uninterrupted 
years and it was not out of place 
to lump all three administrations 
as one. 

Pundits also believe the retired 
general would scale up his criti-
cism of the Buhari administration 
through the use of open letters, if 
the Nigerian economy does not 
change for the better in 2017. 

Sanusi blames Buhari govern-
ment for economic woes

Those who thought the criti-
cism of government fiscal and 
monetary policies by former gov-
ernor of Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) and Emir of Kano, Muham-
madu Sanusi, ended with the 
immediate past administration of 
Goodluck Jonathan were proven 
wrong by the ex-apex bank boss as 
he blamed the Buhari government 
for the present economic woes. 

Sanusi, who served as CBN 
governor during the administra-
tion of Goodluck Jonathan, said 
this at the 15th meeting of the 
Joint Planning Board and Na-
tional Council on Development 
Planning. 

He warned President Buhari 
not to make the same error made 
during Jonathan’s administration 
and also cautioned against focus-
ing on blaming others, urging that 
the most important thing was to 
look forward for development.

The Emir of Kano compared 
Nigeria to other countries and 
showed how Nigeria faltered in 
the path of development.

Sanusi, who was suspended as 
CBN governor by the Jonathan 
administration in 2014, also said 
the Buhari administration lacked 
the right policies to fix Nigeria’s 
economy, even as he warned the 
government of grave consequenc-
es of borrowing $29.9 billion from 
external sources. 

In a swift reaction, the Presi-
dency said the Emir of Kano did 
not have the facts on the issues 
over which he criticised the Bu-
hari administration.

Tensions between Sanusi and 
Buhari may escalate in the coming 
months, especially if the economic 
situation does not improve, ac-
cording to pundits.  

APC and Edo, Ondo guber 
elections

The governorship elections in 
Edo and Ondo States may have 
come and gone but their memo-
ries will linger on for a long time 
to come. The similarity between 
the two elections was the fact that 
they were relatively peaceful. By 
clinching the two states, the APC 
will be in control of 23 states of the 
federation as from February 2017, 
as against 22 states in 2016. 

However, a new lexicon has 
been added to Nigeria’s political 
vocabulary, courtesy of the Ondo 
election. That is ‘see and buy’ strat-
egy where a willing voter sells his/
her vote to a willing buyer at the 
voting ground. 

The Ondo election also wit-
nessed the beginning of the cold 
war between Buhari and APC 
South West leader, Bola Tinubu, 
whose preferred candidate was 
defeated in the Ondo primary, 
leading to his call for APC National 
Chairman John Odigie-Oyegun 
to resign.

Controversy over Onnoghen’s 
appointment as acting CJN 

The refusal of President Bu-

hari to ensure that Justice Walter 
Samuel Nkanu Onnoghen was 
appointed the substantive Chief 
Justice of Nigeria (CJN) generated 
negative reactions in the polity. 
Onnoghen was sworn in as acting 
CJN on November 10, 2016 fol-
lowing the retirement of Justice 
Mahmud Mohammed, who at-
tained the mandatory retirement 
age of 70. 

Many political observers felt 
that the president appointed the 
southerner in acting capacity to 
ease off pressure, dump him later 
and appoint a substantive CJN 
from the North.

Jurists argued that there was 
no constitutional basis for On-
noghen to be appointed in acting 
capacity when the coast was very 
clear for him to be appointed in 
full capacity, based on the recom-
mendations of the National Judi-
cial Council (NJC). Section 231 (1) of 
the 1999 Constitution (as amended) 
gives the president the power to 
appoint the CJN on the recom-
mendation of the NJC subject to 
confirmation by the Senate.

With the expiration of his 
tenure on November 10, 2016, 
Justice Mahmud Mohammed, the 
immediate past CJN and chairman 
of the National Judicial Council 
(NJC), had supervised the replace-
ment process as required by the 
constitution. He forwarded the 
NJC’s recommendation of Justice 
Onnoghen as the next CJN to Pres-
ident Buhari on October 14, 2016 
but the president failed to transmit 
a letter to seek the approval of the 
Senate for that appointment.

Report had it that some mem-
bers of the president’s kitchen 
cabinet were not favourably dis-
posed to having a southerner as 
a CJN for a whopping four years, 
and there were allegations that 
members of the ruling APC in the 
South in collaboration with their 
northern counterparts wanted to 
have adequate control of the judi-
ciary ahead of the 2019 elections. 

Eminent jurists who flayed 
Onnoghen’s appointment in act-
ing capacity include Olisa Agba-
koba (SAN), former President of 
Nigerian Bar Association (NBA); 
Wole Olanipekun (SAN); Olu 
Daramola (SAN); Paul Ananaba 
(SAN); amongst others. According 
to them, Justice Onnoghen ought 
to have been appointed in substan-
tive capacity. 

It would be interesting to see if 
the President would heed to the 
demands of the legal luminaries 
or act otherwise. 

Senate rejects Buhari’s $29.9bn 
loan, Magu’s nomination

For the Nigerian Senate, the 
fourth quarter of 2016 witnessed 
a potpourri of drama, rejection 
and indictment. In what was an 
unprecedented move in the his-
tory of the 8th Senate, the last 
quarter of 2016 saw the rejection 
of President Buhari’s $29.9 bil-
lion external loan request. The 
Senate also described the 2017 to 
2019 Medium Term Expenditure 
Framework (MTEF) and Fiscal 
Strategy Paper (FSP) as ‘empty’, re-
jected 46 ambassadorial nominees, 
five nominees on the Governing 

Board of the Nigerian Communica-
tions Commission (NCC) and Niger 
Delta Development Commission 
(NDDC), respectively, and indicted 
the Secretary to the Government 
of the Federation, Babachir Lawal, 
for corruption and called for his 
resignation. 

Perhaps the bitter bill was 
the upper legislative chamber’s 
rejection of Ibrahim Magu as sub-
stantive chairman of EFCC, citing 
security report which labelled him 
as corrupt. 

This came as South African 
telecom giant, MTN, reportedly 
fired one of its top and most valu-
able staff over bribes offered to 
Abba Kyari, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

Although the Presidency has 
set up a probe panel to investigate 
the allegations levelled against the 
top government officials, pundits 
say it smacks of double standard 
for the Federal Government to 
ask judges to step aside over al-
legations of corruption while the 
Presidency shields the indicted of-
ficials until the probe is concluded. 

As Nigerians await the out-
come of the presidential probe, 
observers say how the president 
tackles this issue will be a litmus 
test of his administration’s anti-
corruption drive. 

Super Falcons protests
If you want to know how Nige-

rian athletes that won laurels for the 
country are treated, then the case of 
Super Falcons is a case study. 

The aggrieved players won 
the 8th edition of the African 
Women’s Cup of Nations tourna-
ment in Cameroon but vowed not 
to hand over the trophy to the 
Nigerian Football Federation (NFF) 
until they were paid. In what could 
best be described as an embarrass-
ment to the nation, the African 
champions also refused to leave 
their Agura Hotel, Abuja. 

The reigning African women 
champions protested outside the 
National Assembly and the Presi-
dential Villa in Abuja over non-
payment of their allowances and 
bonuses. Their protest coincided 
with President Buhari’s arrival at 
the National Assembly to present 
the 2017 budget.

Sports Minister Solomon Da-
lung came under fire after he said 
the Federal Government was not 
expecting the Falcons to win the 
competition. And in his bid to 
justify how properly his ministry 
spent funds allocated to it, the 
minister informed the House of 
Representatives Committee on 
Sports that “funds spended are 
well spended”.

It took the intervention of the 
President’s Chief of Staff Abba 
Kyari, who assured that the girls 
would be paid within 48 hours, to 
calm frayed nerves. 

21 Chibok girls released; Boko 
Haram kills Col Ali; Sambisa For-
est falls

The release of the 21 Chibok 
girls and capture of Sambisa Forest 
were no doubt the biggest news in 
the out-gone year. Just when all 
hope was lost, the release of the 
21 girls abducted by the jihadist 
group, Boko Haram, in 2014 and 
the fall of the last stronghold of 
the sect, Sambisa Forest, were 
clear signals that the present ad-
ministration scored a pass mark 
in terms of security in the year 
under review.  

Recall that more than 200 girls 
were kidnapped in April 2014 
in Government Girls Secondary 
School, Chibok, Borno State. 

Their release, a boost for the 
government of President Muham-
madu Buhari, came after the Red 
Cross and the Swiss government 
brokered a deal with the group. 

As Nigerians await the release 
of the remaining 197 Chibok girls, 
Chief of Army Staff Tukur Buratai 
had disclosed that Sambisa Forest, 
recently cleared by soldiers, would 
serve as a training ground for the 
personnel of the Nigerian Army 
as from 2017. 

Barely two weeks after the re-
lease of the girls and 48 hours after 
the clearing of Sambisa Forest, one 
of the gallant soldiers, Lieutenant 
Colonel Muhammed Abu Ali, was 
killed in an ambush by Boko Ha-
ram at Mallam Fatori, Borno State, 
while the group’s elusive leader 
Abubakar Shekau appeared in a 
new video to dismiss claims that 
the jihadist group had been routed 
from its Sambisa Forest stronghold.

continued from page 31
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Continuing from where 

we stopped 

T
he following are 
guides and prin-
ciples to develop-
ing a workable 

business plan
Business description: 

This sounds easy right? 
But I tell you beyond fund-
ing and access to capital 
and the rest of the other 
challenges startups com-
plains about, the ability to 
communicate effectively 
their ideas and strategies 
are the most impediment 
startups have in their run 
up to business develop-
ment and success. Because 
if you can communicate 
effectively what you are 
doing and where you are 
going with it, armed with 
the proposals you have in 
hand, funding will natu-
rally flow in and the level 
of market believability 
will increase and you will 
start securing deals and 
contracts. Then in no time 
you will be up there.

What do you think are 
the various channels of 
business communication 
and how do you think it 

impacts the market and 
the product.

Writing a Description 
for a Business Plan: (Busi-
ness Description) - This is 
like a short business plan, 
use it to explain your pas-
sion for and knowledge of 
your field.

A business description 
is just one key element of 
a full business plan. This 
section sometimes comes 
directly after the execu-
tive summary in your 
business plan outline. The 
length of a common busi-
ness description ranges 
from a few paragraphs to 
several pages. It is like a 
short capsule of data that 
the reader will use to learn 
more about the business 
idea before continuing 
through the written plan.

Step 1
Prov ide  basic  data 

about the business first, 
including the business 
name, location and name 
of owner. Identify the gen-
eral business type, such as 
retail, wholesale or ser-
vice, as well as your cho-
sen business structure: full 
proprietorship, partner-
ship or corporation.

Business writing for entrepreneurs (4)
 Step 2
Enter a short history 

of your business, even if 
it is just a description of 
how you came up with 
the idea, to give the reader 
background knowledge 
about you and your new 
company.

 Step 3
Write the company 

mission statement. This 
describes your main pur-
pose for starting the busi-
ness.

 Step 4
List details about the 

industry you have cho-
sen. Include information 
about the present business 
atmosphere and future op-
portunities in the industry 
that make your business 
concept even more viable.

 Step 5
Discuss the specific 

product or service that 
you plan to sell briefly. 
Describe why you have 
a competitive edge over 
other similar offerings.

 Step 6
Provide information 

about your short- and 
long-term goals related 
to this business idea. For 
instance, a short-term goal 
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ExcEllEnt 
lifEL

ife is in cycles. Each 
cycle of life is dif-
ferent, with its at-
tendant threats, 

opportunities and chal-
lenges. The cycles of life 
sometimes bring adversity, 
and sometimes, prosper-
ity. Each cycle comes and 
goes but life remains.The 
choices we make and our 
lifestyles bring us either 
progress or adversity as 
each life cycle beckons. 
The truth about life is that, 
it is not always rosy.  There 
are times we miscalculate 
in our actions and it results 
in a storm. Sometimes in a 
bid to get it all right, we un-
explainably find ourselves 
in negative circumstances 

we never bargained for.
Seeing that we cannot 

totally avoid adverse cir-
cumstances is a truth we 
must all grapple with, as 
long as we have the breath 
of God in us, especially 
now that our choices as a 
nation has landed us into 
a precarious predicament. 
A lot of people have been 
badly affected by the eco-
nomic ill wind blowing 
across the land. Evidently, 
tales of economic gloom, 
bad governance, wanton 
bloodletting, insecurity, 
unemployment, business 
closures, loss of jobs, and 
hunger, reverberate all 
through our media. What 
hope do we have as a na-
tion? What hope do you 
have as a person caught 
in the eye of this storm 
that is seeking to envelop 
our land?

The solution is in sight. 
The Holy Bible gives us 
a clue on how to respond 
to these tough times. It is 
stated explicitly in Prov-
erbs 24:10, “if you faint in 
the day of adversity, your 
strength is small.” Staying 
tough, is the key to over-
coming these tough times. 
We need to toughen up 
mentally, emotionally, and 
physically and strengthen 
our resolve to ride through 
the storm unscathed. The 
storm has come, the re-
cession is with us, but the 
onus is on us to come out 
of it. How tough you are, 
is what keeps you afloat. 
Taking a disposition of 
weakness in times of crisis 
is an invitation to defeat.

In his book, “Conquer-
ing an Enemy Called Aver-
age, “motivational Speaker, 
John Mason tells us that “it 
isn’t our position, but our 
disposition that makes us 
happy. Remember, some 
people freeze in the win-
ter. Others ski. A positive 
attitude always creates 

positive results. Attitude 
is a little thing that makes 
a big difference. Depres-
sion, gloom, pessimism, 
despair, discouragement 
and fear slay more human 
beings than all illnesses 
combined.” Similarly, John 
C. Maxwell in his book, 
“Failing Forward,” opines 
that “your response to 
adversity reveals your at-
titude, and your attitude 
determines your outlook.” 
This shows that our at-
titude or approach to ad-
verse situations can either 
lead to a positive or a nega-
tive outcome.

Another way to re-
spond positively in this 
debacle is to access your 
strength. You are easily 
diminished by your cir-
cumstances if you don’t 
have enough strength to 
square up. Your strength 
is the determinant of the 
outcome. Your strength is 
your power base, both in 
good and in bad times. It is 
your unique endowment 
from God that gives you 
advantage over others. 
The truth is that adverse 
circumstances challenge 
your strength. Accessing 
how strong you are in 
your area of endowment 
or operations would en-
able you to know where 
and how you stand. If you 
are weak, thenyou have 
to work on your strength. 
Probably you are outdated 
in knowledge and meth-
ods; you need to enhance 
yourself to be more com-
petent, acceptable and 
contemporary in your 
business or career. Do not 
allow the dynamism of 
times to make you obso-
lete. Strengthen yourself; 
don’t succumb to the tough 
times. Increasing the size 
of your strength reduces 
the potency of your ad-
versity, and makes it fizzle 
away easily.

Staying tough in 
tough times

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

is to secure financing this 
year to support the busi-
ness. A long-term goal is to 
achieve revenues exceed-
ing N200 million within 
10 years.

We would continue 
with this article next 
week as we discuss fur-
ther, however you can 
contact me for business 
advisory services and 
training - send me a mes-
sage via WhatsApp or 
SMS.

Love in the market place

W
i t h  a l l 
my years 
of doing 
business 
and being 

in the marketplace, I rarely 
hear discussions among par-
ticipants in the marketplace 
about expressing love. People 
are on the outlook on how 
they can outwit one another 
all the time.

 Just imagine your hopes 
and expectations were fo-
cused on a contract about to 
be awarded to you, and your 
family already salivating on 
the CHANGE coming in your 
family finances. Suddenly, 
your world comes crashing 
down, hopes are dashed and 
expectations vaporised, be-
cause the contract has been 
awarded to another. I am 
almost very sure that there 

would be no dry eyes and 
emotions would run wild. At 
such times there is no room 
for joy in the heart of such a 
person. His competitor dare 
not pass his way at such times. 
If the “Heartometer” was to be 
placed on your heart, it would 
be reading MURDER. That 
is the nature of the place we 
are talking about, MARKET-
PLACE!

Truly, this is a place where 
it is difficult if not impos-
sible to practise LOVE. You 
can go to orphanages and 
do that effortlessly, or go to 
hospitals and tears will flow 
because of the pains you feel 
for others as a result of your 
love for them, but not in the 
marketplace. But why not in 
the marketplace? There is no 
better place to practise our 
claim of LOVE if not in the 
market. If you win with love 
in the marketplace you can 
practise LOVE anywhere else. 
The system of the world tells 
us that marketplace is a place 
where “dog eats dog”, where 
word for MERCY cannot be 
found in the dictionary. You 
carry MURDER in your hearts 
without you knowing, armed 
with sophisticated weapons 
of destruction in cash and 
in kind to see that your en-

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

emies- competitors fail. The 
mere thought that others 
take from you what is clearly 
yours leaves you seething 
with rage, ready to kill and 
maim. But for us to succeed 
in the marketplace or in life 
generally, our understanding, 
mentality must be opposite 
to the mentality of the world, 
otherwise we condescend to 
their level of wanton destruc-
tion which will cost us what 
we didn’t bargain for, that is 
our SOUL. What makes be-
lievers descend this low into 
forsaking the admonition on 
LOVE is the fact that we lose 
sight of the “modus operandi” 
of the kingdom of God. 

We have forgotten that 
our approach to achieving 
great result should not be 
the same approach the world 
uses. We forget easily our 
identity that without LOVE 
our Faith can never work. Ev-
ery time we lose sight of this, 
Satan wins. He manufactures 
situations that make us lose 
sight of the nature we carry, 
the nature of LOVE. 

When you fall for this lie 
you lose divine help. Divine 
help comes when we operate 
divine principles. Nobody has 
to come down for you to go up. 
That you lost a job or contract 

does not mean you have lost 
in life. We easily forget who 
God is to us, that the EARTH is 
His and the fullness therefore. 

We forget that “the cattle 
upon a thousand hills are His. 
We must remember that the 
silver and the gold they are 
His. Armed with this truth in 
the marketplace you become 
carefree and unconcerned 
about your losses. You cel-
ebrate losses, you rejoice at the 
site of failures. You are happy 
and blessed that others got the 
job/contract you bidded for 
because you know that they 
will celebrate yours too. 

The most important truth 
is that it is not just one job that 
is meant for you, rather there 
are many great jobs looking 
for you. It is not one contract 
that is meant for you there 
are many great contracts 
waiting for you. It is not one 
opportunity that is available 
to you; there are many great 
opportunities for you. Begin to 
pray for your competitors, be 
happy and loving when they 
get it and you missed it. As 
you do this, the divine hands 
of God lifts you up because 
the faith that works in the 
marketplace is the faith that 
is rooted in LOVE. Remain 
blessed.

SPiritonomicS
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Agricultural value chain: 
Lessons from past governments

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

T
he huge potentials 
inherent in agriculture 
for job and wealth 
creation, more so, with 
regards to the Nigerian 

nation has never been in doubt. 
The neglect of the sector over the 
decades since the discovery and 
exploitation of crude oil is what 
has compounded our self-inflicted 
economic woes. The other is the 
change of government policies 
with a break from the past, even 
if there were laudable steps taken 
towards food security.

It would be recalled that under 
the administration of President 
Goodluck Jonathan through the 
Ministry of Agriculture there 
was a gradual focus on agriculture 
from some state governments. 
For instance, the then Minister of 
Agriculture, Adesina Akinwunmi 
went to Ogun State to flag off 
the Commercial Agriculture 
Credit Scheme (CACS), which is 
in partnership with the Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN). This was 
part of the Growth Enhancement 

Scheme (GES). 
A similar visit to Osun State 

got the minister so impressed 
by the giant steps taken by the 
Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola-led 
administration in massive food 
production that he promised that 
the Federal Government would 
give the state concession to use 
the railway infrastructure at 
Lagos. That would facilitate the 
distribution of its products to other 
parts of the country.

In Plateau State, N350 million 
was given to  61FADAMA 
Associations as part of the stage 
three of the programme aimed 
at boosting all season farming 
in the state. In Rivers State, the 
then Governor Rotimi Amaechi 
had cause to tell members of 
Ogbum-Na-Abachi Community 
Council to be ready to urge their 
children to embrace the new drive 
for increased food production to 
create more jobs and ultimately 
wealth.

One of these is the development 
of the value chain model in the 
food security sector, according 
to Jacques Taylor, the head of 
Specialised Banking at Stanbic 
IBTC Bank. He has listed factors 
responsible for constricting 
business activities in poor 
countries to include reduction 
in international trade barriers 
such as tariffs, export fees, import 
quotas and global distribution of 
goods and services. Taylor has 
therefore, suggested that the value 
chain model as has succeeded in 
Honduras, if adopted by Nigerian 
would benefit the farmers, 
transporters, processors, as well 
as those involved in packaging 
and marketing of the finished 

products.
He went further to suggest 

what the BRACED States (Bayelsa, 
Rivers, Akwa Ibom, Cross River, 
Edo and Delta), coincidentally all 
of the South-South geo-political 
zone, should be doing in this 
regard, especially with adding 
value to cassava, even for export. 
Also, Olusegun Obasanjo, while at 
the helm of the nation’s political 
affairs established Presidential 
Task Forces on agriculture to 
identify the areas of comparative 
advantage and core competence 
of each of the zones, in order to 
increase production. We have to 
take it from there.

For instance, from the North-
East and North-West zones the 
major cash crops whose potentials 
should be developed include 
sorghum, millet, maize, ground 
nut and rice. They are all grains, 
the first listed three of which could 
find industrial use in the brewery 
sector of the economy. If we revive 
the backward integration policy as 
promoted by the defunct Ibrahim 
Babangida-led military regime, 
some small and medium scale 
industries could spring forth 
that would add value to the raw 
products.

From the North-Central zone, 
arguably the food basket region 
of the country we have cassava, 
yam, cashew, sesame seed, sugar 
cane and rice in abundance. 
Others include fruits such as 
oranges, grape, guava, pine apple 
and vegetables such as tomatoes, 
onions and sweet potatoes. What 
is lacking is the preservation and 
processing technologies to add 
the economic value that would 
sustain their all year-availability, 

as intermediate products in the 
local market and even for export.

Virtually all the southern states, 
divided into the zones of South-
West, South-East and South-South 
produce cocoa, coffee, cassava, 
yam, coco-yam oil palm and rice 
all in appreciable amounts. The 
value Chain required would be the 
processing most of them into the 
intermediate products that would 
have longer shelf life or are of 
more export value. These include 
cocoa beans, coffee, cassava starch, 
flour, feeds and chips, palm oil, 
palm nuts and processed rice. The 
added advantage is that most of 
these states have port facilities 
for export of these intermediate 
products, if well structured to meet 
international standards.

Another area that could make 
Nigeria economically buoyant 
is the use of bio-fuels as Brazil 
is currently doing. In 2010, for 
instance, Raizon was established as 
a multi-billion dollar joint project 
between Shell and a Brazilian 
ethanol producing company, 
Cosan. It produces 2.2 billion litres 
from sugar cane both for local 
consumption and export. There, 
cars run on both. We can do a 
similar thing here in Nigeria. As 
severally highlighted agriculture 
is renewable. Fossil fuel is not.

What is pertinent, however, 
is the need to have in place the 
political will to translate these 
latent wealth creation factors 
to economic facilities that 
would benefit the citizenry. The 
enabling environment of adequate 
manp ower in pro duction, 
p r o c e s s i n g ,  p r e s e r vat i o n 
and marketing in addition to 
good network of roads, rail 

and waterways supported by 
stable power would go a long 
way in making Nigeria realise 
her enormous potentials in 
agriculture.

On the issue of adequate 
power supply, a UNIDO expert 
has canvassed for the adoption of 
small scale hydro-power stations 
mostly in rural areas where there 
are rivers. They are not only the 
cheapest alternative sources of 
electric power over solar and wind 
in the world today but sustainable 
all round the year and most cost 
effective. These could assist the 
rural food processors to preserve 
their products too.

In all of this, there has to be close 
collaboration not only between 
the Federal Government and the 
states but between the states in 
exchange programmes for training 
of personnel on the use of modern 
mechanised farming, organic 
farming, the use of fertilizers, 
pesticides and high-yielding, 
disease-resistant seedlings. It is 
should also be for the mutual 
benefit of technological knowhow. 
There should also be a sustainable 
partnership between the public 
and private sectors. For instance, 
it is interesting to learn that the 
profitable partnership between 
the Kwara State government and 
Shonga Farm has led to the export 
of cassava chips to China.

More of such collaborations and 
partnerships would ensure food 
security, employment generation 
and wealth creation across the 
country.

T
his is truly a peo-
ple’s government. 
To dare these das-
tardly dare devil 

cabal called ‘omon onile’ is a deci-
sion that could only be taken from 
a truly patriotic mind. To us in the 
business of Real Estate, it is surely 
a new dawn in Lagos state…’’

 Prof. Ahonsi O. Simeon, CEO, 
SIM Group.

“

 Prior to August 2016, when the 
Governor of Lagos State, Akinwun-
mi Ambode signed the Law Pro-
hibiting Forceful Entry and Illegal 
Occupation of Landed Properties in 
the Lagos State Bill into Law, Land 
grabbing has always been a big is-
sue in Lagos state. Property owners, 
mostly investors in the Real Estate 
subsector investors were not pro-
tected under the law. They were 
exposed to severe infractions and 
were taking advantage of a very 
notorious set of traditional cabal 
popularly called ‘Omo Onile’ mean-
ing in loose terms ‘Children of the 
land’ and their sponsors, or privi-
leged individuals who used force, 
threats and sometimes violence to 
unscrupulously take possession of 
land or property belonging to other 
persons. It is common to see or hear 
of a crowd of young men gather 
at the sites of undergoing private 
construction demanding for unac-
countable levies and fines. 

To say, these unlawful actions 
have plagued the real estate indus-
try in Lagos and other parts of Ni-

geria, is to put it mildly. Sometimes, 
law enforcement agencies are also 
powerless to aid or act in certain 
situations. The property divisions 
of the law courts are filled with 
claims bothering on forceful and 
unlawful possession of land or 
property and have been in court 
for quite some time. 

Lagosians can however smile 
and be relieved, as Governor Am-
bode on the 15th of August, 2016, 
signed into law, the Law Prohibit-
ing Forceful Entry and Illegal Occu-
pation of Landed Properties in the 
Lagos State. This new Law protects 
the proprietary rights of Land and 
Property owners in Lagos State and 
also criminalises actions of forceful 
and unlawful entry or occupation 
of premises. 

 The law states in Section 2(1), 
that – 

 “As from the commencement 
of the law, no one shall use force or 
self-help to take over any landed 
property or engage in any act 
inconsistent with the proprietary 
right of the owner in the State. 

 Furthermore, subsection 2(two) 

states that persons who have used 
force to take over the properties of 
others and still do so after 3 months 
from the date of commencement of 
the law commit an offence. Anyone 
who commits such offence is liable 
to ten (10) years imprisonment. 

Also, anyone without lawful 
authority who applies threats or 
violence to secure entry into any 
landed property for personal use 
commits an offence. Regardless of if 
the entry is lawful, it does not give 
a right to use threats or violence 
and anyone who commits the of-
fence shall be liable to 10 (ten) years 
imprisonment.

Furthermore, by virtue of sec-
tion 3(4), anyone who uses fire 
arms or offensive weapons or is in 
any way armed or wounds anyone 
while committing the act of forced 
entry is liable to 4(four) years im-
prisonment. 

Persons in illegal occupation of 
premises who also fail to leave the 
property commit an offence and 
are liable to a fine of N5,000,000 
(Five Million Naira) and/or up to 
five (5) years imprisonment. By 

virtue of Section 7, any encroacher 
who keeps fire arms or dangerous/
offensive weapons on the premises 
shall be liable to 10 (ten) years im-
prisonment. 

Any encroacher who tries to 
sell the property knowing he has 
no lawful authority to do so com-
mits a crime and is liable to a fine of 
N500,000 (Five Hundred Thousand 
Naira) and/or Six (6) months impris-
onment. If the person is successful 
in selling the property, he shall be 
liable to a fine not exceeding 100% 
the value of the property and/or 
5(five) years imprisonment as pro-
vided in section 8. 



BrandsOnSunday
SPOTLIGHTING BRAND VALUE

I
t is believed that starting 
a business is easier com-
pared to growing it into an 
admirable brand. Again, 
taking the business from 

the start to a recognisable brand 
is always the desire of most 
business owners. This notwith-
standing, a recognisable and 
loved brand is one of the most 
valuable assets a company 
owns.

According to Nielson’s 
Global New Product Innova-
tion Survey, 59% of consum-
ers prefer to buy new products 
from brands familiar to them. 
As a small business, the survey 
established that one may be 
competing against big brands 
with devoted customers. That’s 
why brand owners always find 
ways to differentiate–with a 
solid brand building process of 
their own.

Like few Nigerian brands 
that have become household 
names in the market, Access 
Bank entered the market hum-
bly about 26 years ago with the 
ambition of becoming a solid 
brand that would command 
respect in many sectors. With 
that objective, coupled with a 
properly aligned strategy and 
service offering, the bank has 
grown from that humble begin-
ning into a giant with admira-
ble reputation that transcends 
the local market.

Today, the bank offers a full 
service commercial banking, 
operating through a network of 
about 305 branches and service 
outlets located in major centres 
across Nigeria, Sub Saharan Af-
rica and the United Kingdom. 
The great work that has gone 
into building the bank into a 
formidable banking brand, be-
yond just a cool logo or well-
placed advertisement, but in 
terms of the cutting edge strat-
egy and precision-driven is not 
lost on industry watchers and 
has been fetching recognitions 
in various forms.  

Observers note with impor-
tance that the promoters of the 
Access Brand followed a simple 
rule of branding; they started 
small with their branding and 
didn’t forget to focus on their 
target niche and audience first. 
They also crafted a clear ex-
pression of what their company 
was most passionate about and 
added that within a short time, 
the bank became a major play-
er in the banking sector focus-
ing on four business segments: 
Personal, Business, Commercial 
and, Corporate & Investment 
banking.

Bank of the Year Award
Few weeks ago, the innova-

tion and creative ingenuity of 
its handlers paid off as it was 
named ‘Bank of the Year’ at 
the 17th annual Bank of the 

Year Awards black-tie dinner 
in London. To analysts, the feat 
was not by accident, consider-
ing various positioning tools de-
plored by the bank’s promoters 
in the last 10 years.  

The award, which validates 
other nine international honors 
earned by the Bank over the 
past ten months for operational 
excellence, responsible busi-
ness practices and technology-
backed innovation, is unargu-
ably one of the most coveted 
awards in the banking sector 
globally. 

Over the years, Access Bank 
has established a reputation as 
one of the most formidable fi-
nancial institutions in Nigeria. 
This is not unconnected with 
its impressive growth trajec-
tory and contributions to the 
development of the Nigerian 
economy through empower-
ment initiatives and practical 
SME schemes.  As an acclaimed 
innovative industry pioneer, 
the Bank has remained the 
choice of international financial 
organizations and multilateral 
agencies seeking partnership in 
Nigeria.  

The Banker Awards is an an-

nual event of the Banker Maga-
zine, a publication of the highly 
influential Financial Times of 
London; arguably the world’s 
leading monthly journal of 
records for the global bank-
ing industry, with expertise 
in monitoring and publishing 
developments in the African 
banking industry and beyond 
for more than 90 years. It is a 
mark of the award’s reputation 
that it was held in London, per-
haps the financial capital of the 
world.

Analysts believe that the 
latest award will further swell 
the bank’s reputational capital, 
particularly with international 
lending organizations and ease 
access to loan facilities whenev-
er the bank needs one to further 
enhance its innovative service 
delivery a notch higher.

Besides further swelling the 
banking brand’s reputational 
capital, observers contend that 
it has further positioned it in the 
global marketplace as one of the 
most successful banking brand 
in Africa and with an eye on the 
global banking landscape.

For some of its pioneering 
initiatives and outstanding per-

Access Bank brand in global picture
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formances, the bank has earned 
a number of recognitions in the 
past months. The recognitions 
include the ‘Karlsrushe Out-
standing Business Sustainabil-
ity Award’, ‘BusinessDay Bank-
ing Award – CEO of the Year’, 
‘BusinessDay Banking Award 
– Best Bank of the Year’, ‘EMEA 
Finance Best Bank in Nigeria 
Award’, ‘EMEA Finance Corpo-
rate Responsibility Award (Pan-
African)’, ‘EMEA Finance CEO 
of the Year (Pan-African’ and 
World Finance Most Sustain-
able Bank of the Year Award’. 

Presenting the award, Mi-
chael Buerk, BBC News journal-
ist, commented: “In spite of the 
challenging operating environ-
ment and rapid changes in the 
industry, Access Bank has re-
mained a formidable institution.  
Specifically, the Bank has been 
a purveyor of innovation in the 
Nigerian banking space and con-
sistently outperformed industry 
forecast.  It is firmly believed 
that its operational model, risk 
management and governance 
framework, which enable sus-
tained superlative financial per-
formance need commendation”. 

Although this view is consis-
tent with analysts’ opinion on 
the Bank in the past one year, 
but its Group Managing Direc-
tor, Herbert Wigwe who re-
ceived the award for the Bank 
said, “While innovation, excel-
lent risk and corporate gover-
nance framework might be the 
advantage we have over our 
competitors, the Bank is pro-
pelled by a vision of becoming 
the world’s most respected Af-
rican Bank, and this requires us 
to do things differently to stand-
out”. He thanked the bank’s 
stakeholders for their support 
and assured them of improved 
performance in the years ahead.  

Innovation 
As a bank that is being driv-

en by innovation, a lot is daily 
being invested in technology 
to make banking seamless in all 
the markets where it operates. 

Few months ago, Access 
Bank broke a new ground in 
innovation by introducing 
PayWithCapture, a mobile 
payment solution that permits 
customers to make payments 
by scanning a merchant’s pre-
generated QR-Code using the 
camera of their mobile device 
or via a one-step Beacon-NFC 
System. This is happening at a 
time a consortium of six banks 
and Unified Payments inaugu-
rated PayAttitude, an electronic 
payment scheme that allows 
transactions in both online 
and offline platforms. The two 
products, though share some 
features, they are different in 
many areas. The bottom-line 
however is that both are in-
troduced to create a hitch free 

transaction for consumers. 
Beyond Margins CSR
The role of Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) to the over-
all success of any business has 
been well documented just as 
the importance of good corpo-
rate citizenship to bottomline 
has been well articulated in dif-
ferent business models. Little 
wonder that many businesses 
across different sectors now 
take CSR very seriously. 

The bank has successfully 
made its impact felt in the area 
of Corporate Social Responsi-
bility and empowerment. Re-
cently, Access Bank Plc hosted 
an innovation challenge where 
several ideas were pitched by 
participants with a view to find-
ing solutions to problems in ag-
riculture, transportation, secu-
rity and power, in    line with its 
corporate strategy of developing 
innovative solutions that drive 
economic development.

The Access Bank Innovation 
Challenge is a competition that 
invites teams of contestants to 
develop innovative solutions 
challenges noticeable challeng-
es in the country, and provides 
them with  educational  guid-
ance  along  the  path  to  pro-
totyping  and  possibly  imple-
menting  their projects.

The 2016 Access Bank Inno-
vation Challenge focused on the 
Internet of Things (IoT), which 
connects billions of smart de-
vices to the Internet. 

A total of 15 teams formed 
by the 76 attendees worked on 
solutions to problems in Agri-
culture, Transportation, Secu-
rity, and Power.  The N1m prize 
money was shared amongst the 
top 3 winners. The 1st, 2nd and 
3rd prize winners received the 
sum of N500,000, N300,000 
and N200,000 respectively.

Victor Etuokwu, executive 
director, Personal Banking, Ac-
cess Bank Plc, who addressed 
participants during the train-
ing workshops said one of the 
Bank’s core values is ‘Innova-
tion’ and this is visibly rooted in 
the culture and attitude of the 
employees of the Bank. 

“When we talk about tech-
nology innovation, it is some-
thing dear to us at Access Bank. 
Innovation is unique because 
without innovation, we would 
not  make  the  progress  we  seek  
to  make. In Nigeria, we are in 
dire need of so many things and 
technology is one of the tools we 
can apply to every area of our 
economy. In Access Bank, we 
have used technology to change 
so many aspects of our opera-
tions,” he added. 

The recent award might be 
the confirmation of the bank’s 
leadership position in the mar-
ket and a signal to the brighter 
future ahead.

L-R: Michael Buerk, editor, The Banker Magazine; Herbert Wigwe, group man-
aging director/CEO, Access Bank plc, with the plaque for the “Bank of the Year” 
Award which the Bank won at The Banker Awards 2016 by The Banker Magazine 
in London at the weekend.

Even with the weak economy and the challenging times that financial institutions in the country are 
faced, the efforts of the managers of the Access Bank brand has paid off well as its latest award at the 
17th Bank of the Year award has solidified its edge in the market. The latest award justifies the award 
‘BusinessDay Banking Award – Best Bank of the Year’ bestowed on the bank recently by BusinessDay.
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New Year resolutions: Do people live up to them?

A
fter missing an opportunity 
to travel to Germany in No-
vember last year, Bode Ojo, 
a Lagos-based businessman 
has not found life easy. He 

lost his capital and other life savings in 
the process of looking for greener pasture 
overseas. 

Seating in a church on December 31st 
night last year, the young man was among 
many others who did the usual New Year 
resolution ritual…not to do this or that, to 
be serious with one thing or the other. He 
resolved to look inwards, try other oppor-
tunities opening up here than spending 
huge to be a slave in Germany.

“How truly are you going to keep 
your resolutions?” This was the question 
his mother fielded to him on his return 
from the midnight service. He was not 
sure of the resolutions living up to the 
next month and so also many others that 
turned a new leaf at the last minute of the 
passing year.

Barely a month into the New Year, 
over 80 percent of people who made one 
or two vows for the new year hardly live 
up to their resolutions. The rate at which 
people fail in keeping their resolutions, 
calls for the need to ask why they make 

needs to be sober and truthful for once, 
but on leaving God’s presence, the tempta-
tions and challenges become fiercer, and 
naturally it is what you do not want to do 
that come your way.”   

At the end of every year, even atheists 
do one form of prayer or the other in order 
to prepare for the coming year, taking 
stock of their activities in the passing year 
to forestall their mistakes from reoccur-
ring, and planning for the coming one.

But some others think that most people 
that make resolutions are those seeking to 
climb the ladder of success in life.  Maurice 
Emehor, a sociology lecturer, notes that 
resolutions are meaningless for those 
who have arrived because their problem 
is not how to, but where to spend good-
time. “You will see few of these people in 

churches and mosques on any December 
31 night because they look for hot holiday 
spots to usher in the New Year in their 
own unique way.”

But Stella Ogho, a doctor and deacon-
ess, notes that New Year resolution is 
a necessary thing to do because of its 
benefits. For her- the heart forgives then, 
one thinks clearer and mends his/her 
mistakes. “Some broken homes see rea-
sons to come together. Well, I promised 
to spend more time with my family this 
year, and I am already doing that. My hus-
band appreciates the change and hopes it 
continues.”

The inability to keep with the resolu-
tions, according to her, is an evidence of 
the imperfection of the human nature. 
“They really do not last for long except 

for those that are strong-willed. Patients 
even take doctor’s advice more serious 
than their resolutions. But I will do better 
in mine because it is affecting my family”, 
she assures.

To keep resolutions, the gynaecologist 
says people should be objective in their 
personal assessments and should take on 
issues they can handle easily than those 
that require extra effort or spiritual advice 
to breakthrough.

In the wind of the current change 
mantra in Nigeria, she thinks if govern-
ment at all levels is objective and take 
on issues it can handle, there will be no 
need to waste money during campaigns 
because the electorates can easily assess 
them based on what they have done and 
not on campaign promises.

But while that may sound good, Victor 
Eboh, a clearing and forwarding agent, 
rhetorically asks if law enforcement 
agents ever make resolutions, especially 
not to collect illegal fees.  “That will be a 
difficult thing to do because superiors can 
threaten to sack if their subordinates fail 
to deliver their daily targets. The superiors 
can also be transferred to dry zones if they 
fail to deliver to their bosses too. So, it is a 
circle that greases corruption, but it takes 
firm resolution to curb it”, Eboh explains. 

However, psychologists, sociologists 
and even the clergy assure that people 
can live up to their resolutions if they are 
determined to do so. “If the resolution 
is doctor’s advice or court ruling most 
people will obey it. It is just that it is a 
personal thing and people personalise 
whether to live up to it or not. But at the 
long run, failure to live up to it affects the 
person, organisation, company and the 
country directly or indirectly”, concludes 
the sociologists.
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it in the first place. If one cannot keep a 
simple rule, why promise to keep the 10 
commandments. 

So many husbands promised God or 
whatever they believe in that they will be 
better husbands –they will not assault or 
cheat on their wives. And likewise wives 
to be better wives and mothers this year. 
But sadly, many of them are going back 
to their past. 

Some say that resolutions often times, 
do not work because of the situation in 
which they are taken. They are particu-
larly done at the last day of the year, when 
one is sober and full of expectations in the 
coming year.

One of the reason for living short of the 
realities of the resolutions, according to 
Ojo is “To draw God’s hand, and whether 
at home, in the church or mosque, one 



MABEL DIMMA

R
esidents of historical Lagos 
town, Badagry have started 
looking forward to exponen-
tial growth and development 
in the area’s entertainment 

sector as Lagos Governor, Akinwunmi 
Ambode promises to build a state of the 
art cinema in Badagry within the next 
18 months. 

This was revealed when the governor 
visited the town on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 28, 2016 for the fourth day of Nigeria’s 
biggest crossover celebration, One Lagos 
Fiesta.

According to Governor Ambode, the 
construction of the cinema would create 
employment opportunities for Badagry 
youth, while also boosting the tourism 
potential of the region which is already 
famous for popular tourist sites such as 
the Slave Museum, The Agia Tree, Nige-
ria’s first storey building and many more. 

The governor further encouraged 
young entrepreneurs in the state to take 
full advantage of the Employment Trust 
Fund made available by his administra-
tion as well as seeking constant oppor-
tunities for education and self-enlight-
enment. “As much as OLF has created an 
avenue for the people to celebrate, they 

As Governor Ambode celebrates with residents at One Lagos Fiesta

Badagry to get state-of-the-art cinema complex
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should not forget the importance of edu-
cation, and they should avail themselves 
of the educational opportunities created 
by the State Government.”

 Ambode, who was accompanied by 
members of his Excos, commended the 
crowd at the stadium as he adjudged them 

the largest he’d seen so far in all the three 
venues (Epe, Ikorodu and Badagry) he had 
visited. Also, the governor enjoined the 
people to be peaceful and law abiding for 
the remaining 4 days of the fiesta.

  Top musicians in the country like 
Ara, Leffy and Atawewe commended 

Governor Ambode for the decentralisa-
tion of the OLF to all divisions of the 
state, saying that it will enhance the 
development of the entertainment 
and tourist sector of the state.

An array of artists who performed 
on the night includes CDQ, Mayor-

kun, Jazzman Olofin, Dremo, Eedris 
Abdulkareem, Olu Maintain, Dammy 
Krane, Minjin, Konga, and traditional 
theatre troupes who entertained the 
large and ecstatic crowd and gave 
them a memory to cherish for a long 
time.

T
his year’s edition of ‘Ali Baba’s 
January 1st concert’ is said to 
be the biggest comedy event in 
the country. The event which 

is in its third year, and billed to hold 
this evening will also witness an award 
ceremony.

It will feature a mix of comedy and 
music provided by the best in the enter-
tainment industry.

Ali Baba to hold biggest comedy event today
A jack of many trade- an entertainer, 

a comedian, a master of ceremonies, 
radio show host, motivational speaker, 
photographer,   among others- Alibaba 
has been a professional stand-up come-
dian for the past 22 years and has in the 
last 13 years received several awards, 
including one for being the Comedian of 
the Decade, awarded in 2009 at the Na-

tional Daily Awards. He has supported, 
mentored and presented several come-
dians helping to ensure that standards 
are maintained and professionalism 
encouraged.

Produced by the renowned Bunmi 
Davies, the 2017 edition of the concert 
will also witness performances from 
some of Nigeria’s most celebrated come-

dians, including Omo Baba, Funny Bone, 
Okey Bakassi, Still Ringing, Ushbebe, 
Senator, Acapella, Ajebo among others.

The music mix will be provided by 
Timaya, Iyanya, Wande Coal, Vector, 
Sound Sultan, Chigul, Omwaumi, Bas-
ketmouth, Timi Dakolo, Yaw, Patorank-
ing, Darey Art-Alade, Adekunle Gold, 
Orezi, Gordons, Niyola, Olamide, Har-
rysong, who are some of the artistes to 
perform at today’s event which is billed 
to hold at The Eko Convention Centre, 
Lagos.



OBINNA EMELIKE

Beyond amusement, Hi Impact
lifts souls with Praise Blast

R
ight from the junction of Kilome-
ter 12, Lagos-Ibadan Expressway, 
the number of vehicular move-
ment, as well as, human traffic 
thronging the entrance of Hi 

Impact Planet Amusement Park and Resort 
was huge.

For the residents and businesses around 
the area, it was usual because it was a Box-
ing Day holiday on December 26th, hence 
fun seekers; especially families are visiting 
for quality relaxation in celebration of the 
festive season.

While that is not far from the truth, the 
reality is that a lot more people were visiting 
for the maiden edition of Hi Impact Praise 
Blast; a till dawn gospel musical concert.

The one-day praise extravaganza, which 
was also a free show event, gathered both 
local and international gospel artistes, choirs, 
live bands and lovers of gospel music in the 
25,000 capacity Hi-Impact Planet Amuse-
ment Park & Resort Arena; newly construct-
ed for such world-class concerts.

Beyond enjoying quality entertainment at 
the park, guests who lodged in the park had 
extra opportunity of joining the appreciative 
crowd at the newly constructed arena for an 
enthralling show and most especially, soul 
lifting music concert.

The Evangel Voices of TREM Headquar-
ters Choir lived up to an opening show espe-
cially with their song, Amen Amen Amen. 
The fantastic opener set a standard that Lagos 
City Choral made effort to break. The choral 
formed in 1988 thrilled the crowd with soul 
lifting songs. In line with the festive spirit, 
they brought life to traditional Christmas car-
ols such as; Unto us a son is given, Silent Night 
among others. Truly, the choir conducted by 
Alex Nwokedi was fantastic.

Fans of Nathaniel Bassey were elated 
when their star took over the stage to do his 
specialty. As well, Ayan Jesu impressed and 
lifted a lot of souls at the arena that night with 
great performance.

It was all cheers when Soweto Gospel 
Choir took the crowd to a different dimension 
in gospel music offering. Yet again, the award-
winning choir from South Africa, which has 
performed in cities across the country before, 
increased its fan base in Nigeria with their 
performance at the Praise Blast concert. The 
danceable chants, costume and showman-
ship on stage all combined to make the choir 
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thick.
However, Mama D.A outing with the 

Daystar Choir was great. From 6 pm till early 
hours of the following day, a lot more gospel 
artistes kept the crowd awake for good, lifting 
souls, offering inspirations through music, 
and entertainment as well.

It was at 3:00 am that Soweto Gospel Choir 
returned on the stage to wrap up the concert. 
The choir’s closing performance was some-
thing else as the crowd kept asking for more. 
But the souls that were lifted, those that were 
inspired, and many who were entertained 
looked forward to the 2017 edition.

But reviewing the successful maiden edi-
tion outing of the Praise Blast, especially the 
newly acquired stage, breathtaking lighting 
and gears, world-class stage fitted with best 
of sound and visual technology, adequate 

security and perfect coordination, credit goes 
to Hi Impact Amusement Park and Resort, 
and Solution Media and Infotech, the parent 
company. Speaking on the rationale behind 
the concert, the management of the amuse-
ment park and resort, noted that Hi Impact 
Planet turned one year in December and 
there is no better way to thank God and to 
appreciate the guests, friends and families 
for their support and patronage over the one 
year in business than the concert.

The management also used the concert to 
showcase the high standard of mega concert 
around the world that is now reality in Nige-
ria with world-class facilities.

Native Music Festival ignites Lagos with fun
T

he Muri Okunola Park, Victoria Is-
land, Lagos, was recently agog with 
young music talents and fashion 
models at the inaugural Nativeland 

Music Festival who engaged in healthy 
rivalry to showcase their potential.

The event presented a platform for young 
music talents to express themselves on big 
stage as they took the advantage to con-
nect to their fans. Fashion designers also 
explored the event for show of quality of 
their wares in order appeal to their prospec-
tive customers.

The event was lived up to world-class 
music offering as the artistes mounted the 
big stage singing and performing to appeal 
to the audience.

Lola Adams, chief publicist, Nativeland 
Festival 2016 edition, noted that Nativeland 
Festival is under the umbrella of the Native, 
which also has Native Magazine that focuses 
on music, fashion, lifestyle and pop culture 
that was launched on December 28, 2016.

Adams explained that Nativeland Fes-
tival provides a platform for the African 
youths to express their talents and let the 

world realized that Africa is not a dumping 
ground for the globe, as the continent is 
beautiful and evolving almost like the West.

She said that Native Magazine, which is 
global in scope, is a quarterly medium with 
the online version that is updated weekly.

One of the highlights of the festival was 
the live stage performance by a number of 
local and foreign artistes including: Bun-
ner Boy, Ajibota Y.C, some British artistes, 
among others.

An upcoming artiste, Odunsi De-angel, 
who performed at the event, said the music 

festival was designed for budding artistes 
like him on a platform that makes music 
more dynamic than the conventional type 
played on radio and television stations.

He said the platform would give artistes 
the leverage to connect live to their fans 
mostly on social media.

Meanwhile, a guest who gave his name as 
Emmanuel Adebayo said he was at the festi-
val to watch live the concert and have fun. 
“I want to appreciate the culture of young 
music talents coming up and the culture of 
Nigerian fashion show.”



Reality TV shows as platforms 
for talent development

N
igeria has had its fair 
dose of reality TV shows 
over the years. The enter-
tainment industry boasts 
amazing thespians who 

are products of reality TV shows with 
strong entertainment values. The Voice 
Nigeria, promoted by Africa Magic is 
one of such platforms that brought to 
limelight great artistes whose heroic ex-
ploits might have been unsung if not for 
such stages. The show, which attracted 
huge followership and global appeal, 
gave the contestants a window of op-
portunity to showcase their musical 
talents. As soon as Agharese Emokpae, 
also known as A’rese, was adjudged 
winner by the voting audience, she 
was catapulted to fame and instantly 
assumed a celebrity status.

Also, brands have been instrumental 
to successes recorded in the entertain-
ment industry so far. These innovative 
concepts might have remained ideas if 
brands did not provide the necessary 
leverage. Youth talent development 
has continued to grow in leaps and 
bounds. The platforms have also served 
as a launch pad for talented youths to 
showcase their talent and chart new 
career paths.

For example, Big Brother Africa 
(BBA), West African Idol, and MTN Proj-
ect Fame, among others, have produced 
great stars such as Uti Nwachukwu, 
Timi Dakolo and Iyanya respectively. 
Today, these entertainers are among the 
highly rated artistes currently holding 
sway in the industry. Gideon Okeke is 
another product of reality TV show 
whose profile has continued to rise.

BBN, a spinoff of Big Brother Africa, 
created an easy entry point for the 
housemates to make easy inroads into 
Nollywood. Beside its entertainment 
value, BBN also provided an opportu-
nity for the ex-housemates to pursue 
their ambitions. After a 10-year hiatus, 
the popular reality TV show is making 
a comeback, and is now branded Big 
Brother Naija, sponsored by PayPo-
rte, Nigeria’s online store. Days after 
its launch, throngs of youths took to 
the BBN portal to register for the re-
invented BBN, which promises to create 
fun and exciting moments.

Speaking on the return of the show, 
John Ugbe, managing director, Mul-
tiChoice Nigeria, said this is another 
remarkable way of delighting cus-
tomers through enhancement of the 
company’s product offerings. “The 
addition of BBN to our content is a 
demonstration of our commitment to 
consistently meet the needs of our cus-
tomers through innovative, qualitative 
and varied content available on DStv 
platforms.” He added that the show has 
been repackaged to meet the current 
socio-economic realities, following 
the success of the past seasons of Big 

Brother Africa. “BBA was popular for 
its entertainment value and ability to 
showcase ordinary Africans from dif-
ferent walks of life in extra-ordinary 
ways. We decided to re-invent the real-
ity show by bringing back the Nigerian 
version, which we are confident, will 
draw a pan African audience.”

The BBN auditions took place simul-
taneously in Lagos, Port Harcourt and 
Abuja.  Thousands of youth besieged 
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the audition venues to have a chance 
of being selected to compete for the 
star prize worth N25 million and a KIA 
Sorento car. Twelve housemates will 
slug it out by showcasing their best 
selves, while also avoiding possible 
eviction by voters. The show will be 
broadcast live on dedicated event chan-
nels on all DStv packages and on GOtv 
Plus come January 22, 2017. Millions 
of viewers across Nigeria, including 

Africa will for eleven weeks, stay glued 
to their TV to find out who will clinch 
the ultimate prize.

Before their gracious entry into the 
house, a few of the contenders shared 
their experiences after making it 
through the first stage of the audition. 
It was a tale of excitement, fun, anxi-
ety and passion. The auditions were 
marked by displays of unique fashion, 
weird hairstyles, exceptional beauty 
and allure from the youths who were 
all eager to make it into the house.

Okon Emmanuel, an undergraduate 
of the University of Lagos, Akoka, who 
was auditioned in Lagos, said: “This is 
one of the best auditions I have attend-
ed in recent times. The screening pro-
cess is both transparent and fair as we 
were called in groups and interviewed 
in the presence of other contenders. 
I am excited that I am able to make it 
to the second stage. My confidence 
level has improved because I saw a lot 
of talented Nigerians who some of us 
were able to beat to the second round. 
The crowd kept building as everybody 
wants to make it to the house that can 
only take 12 people and I believe I am 
one of them.”

Jessica Mbajuka, a film graduate 
from Anambra State, who is based in 
South Africa but flew into Nigeria for 
the Lagos audition, “The return of the 
TV reality show is a unique opportunity 
for me to showcase my talent and make 
myself more relevant to my country.

“I was extremely excited when I got 
wind of the BBN audition through my 
younger sister. As a film graduate from 
a university in Johannesburg, it was an 
opportunity to tell the rest of the world 
that Nigerians are immensely talented. 
My kid sister played a very key role in 
my decision to enter into the competi-
tion. I am doing this for her and I know 
I am destined to enter that house. From 
what I have seen today and my inter-
actions with a few of the contenders, I 
believe Nigeria is Africa’s hub for great 
talents”, she said.

Reality TV shows continue to be 
a conduit for creating stars for Nol-
lywood, world’s second largest movie 
industry by volume, according to a re-
port published in The Voices Magazine 
of The British Council, in addition to 
other entertainment genres. The shows 
did not only identify talent, but also 
position the youth for greater oppor-
tunities. The likes of Uti Nwachukwu, 
Ebuka Obi-Uchendu, Timi Dakolo, O.C. 
Ukeje, Ivie Okujaye, after their victories 
in reality TV shows, have continued 
to shine brilliantly in the entertain-
ment industry. The fame that accrued 
from their exposure has also brought 
substantial endorsement deals from 
various brands. For example, Ebuka 
and O.C. are making extra income as 
brand ambassadors of Gulder and Mul-
tiChoice, respectively.
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‘I see poetry as the foundation of literature’

W
hy do you write, and 
why poetry?

You find out that 
certain things happen 
to you and it becomes a 

big deal. Poetry is something that I enjoy 
doing. I do other forms of writing and it 
captures the essence of several things. It is 
my way of understanding the world and 
how it works. It is a set of questions being 
answered and maybe never answered. 
That is why I get uncomfortable when 
I am given accolades. People are giving 
me awards for trying to understand the 
world. Isn’t that what we all try to do?

True. What is your take on writing 
awards?

Awards are important. I do not think 
that they typify the essence or the reason 
for the poetry being done. It is an honour. 
Still, the greatest award is being read. For 
my first book, I am still humbled by the 
readers I got and the places it went. When 
organizations and people come together 
to recognize a work, it is because they 
understand how difficult the journey is. 
Writing itself is a journey and it can be 
very difficult in its process. So, awards 
are very good because they give credence 
to the writer and make you feel much 
honoured.

 
Your first book, I am Memory, was 

published in 2008 and The Birth of Illu-
sion in 2015. What growth was happen-
ing in this interval?

The growth itself was not physical as 
in the sense of childhood to adulthood. 
Seven years is really not a long time if 
you look at it. One of my mentors told 
me it will be good to have a collection 
of poetry every two years, but there are 
several factors that make this impossible. 
I write poetry but I also collaborate with 
others to do several things. In the course of 
trying to function in other capacities, I did 
not publish a collection, but I was writing. 
There is this ongoing book I was working 
on which was to come out before The 
Birth of Illusion. Also, for some years now, 
I was working on a novel. A publisher has 
shown interest and we are in the final 
stages of discussion. Things were going on 
during those years but it was not concrete 
for the world to see.

When I was writing The Birth of 
Illusion, there were so many things hap-
pening in the world. In the midst of these 
are your personal concerns. So, there are 
more questions than answers. Anyone 
who thinks averagely asks questions. 
Sadly, Nigeria is a country where we are 
taught not to ask questions. Our social 
structure leaves no room for questions. 
Whereas, a society that wants to grow 
should have people that ask questions. If 
things are not clear today in Nigeria it is 
because we are not allowed to ask ques-
tions. I am raising my own child now and I 
know she will grow into a young woman, 
so I want her to ask questions.

How does one go about publishing 
poetry, which is an unpopular form in 
Nigeria?

It is not that poetry is not popular; 
poetry is simply not commercially viable 

here in Nigeria and across the world it is 
the same story. US Publisher, Graywolf, 
mentioned that they get several submis-
sions for poetry but publish only one at 
the end of the day. The competition is rife. 
The world is afraid to read poetry, but the 
world is full of poetry. Getting a publisher 
in Nigeria is difficult understanding the 
circumstances of our industry and mar-
ket. So, if you have to be published, it has 
to be something people will buy. Any 
publisher who genuinely understands the 
purpose of art would find a good poet to 
publish. Big publishing companies find a 
way to inject poetry in their portfolio. In a 
matter of years, you will either become ir-
relevant or relevant enough but not taken 
seriously. I strongly believe that poetry is 
the foundation of literature.

Did you get scouted by a publisher?
Ayo of Dada Books who published 

my first collection is a friend. So, it was 
based on friendship first. I placed some 
funds into the business because I was 
passionate about it. After he got stable, he 
paid me my money back. He understood 
that I wanted to do something more than 
poetry and other collaborative art forms. 
I have done poetry and photography as 
well as performance poetry with sculp-
tors and painters.

What changes to the Nigerian poetry 
scene have you found endearing?

In recent years, we have seen spoken 
word coming up as a platform itself. Some-
times I wonder if people really listen to 

the words or just whistle along. Poetry 
is a journey and you take it as a listener, 
writer, or reader.

 
Is it still possible for a writer to live by 

his pen and not work a 9-5 job?
In a sense, I think it is important for 

a writer to work. A writer should have 
a skeletal idea about work. Work builds 
character, although writing is work too. 
When I was doing full-time writing, I fol-
lowed a routine from 8am resuming like 
I was in an office. It all depends on how 
you drive your passion. The next step is 
what approach you have developed to 
this process that people do not view as 
work. You may work on a project for 11 
years as creativity is very unfair. You are 
doing a lot of work and people think you 
are idle. When your work comes out you 
are able to defend the process. Thinking is 
a process. A 9-5 is also important to social-
ize with people and write in that context.

As a published poet, you may sell 1,000 
or 5,000 copies but poetry and writing in 
general will not make you commercially 
viable. You do not go into the writing 
profession with the mindset of becoming 
a millionaire. It is much work than money. 
Other benefits may come along that may 
bring money. The writing itself is a foun-
dation that holds several things together 
for the writer and people reading it.

How does one put a price tag on a 
thought/idea/work?

Ideally that should not be the business 
of any author. There should be an agent. 

Most times, when you have to price your 
work, you are at a crossroads. Since we 
do not live in an ideal society, think about 
the purpose of the work. As a beginning 
writer, you may have to write a lot of 
free work to get people to get acquainted 
with your writing style. If you are being 
commissioned to write a piece, you can 
negotiate based on the number of hours 
you will spend on the work. Most people 
bill their clients based on their immedi-
ate problems such as I need a new laptop. 
Rather than doing that, think about the 
resources you are putting in. How many 
hours will be needed? Would you need to 
outsource help? The goal is not to under-
mine your professionalism.

Now that you work a 9-5 job, are you 
still writing?

Yes. I write full time and work for the 
Quadrant Company. I don’t see creative 
writing as something that was given to 
me, I see it as part of me. Continuous writ-
ing helps you to discipline yourself into a 
system that makes you work. I have found 
a way to create that mental balance.

 
Where is your favourite city to write 

from?
Lagos now. I have had the most har-

rowing and the best of my writing mo-
ments in this city. Wherever I go to, Lagos 
is still in my head. Anywhere I am, I would 
always find Lagos. This is where it hap-
pens. This is where it belongs.

Jumoke Verrisimo is a writer who has published two collections of poetry, I am Memory and The Birth of 
Illusion. In a gorgeously green garden at her workplace in Lagos, we uncover her writing process, learn 
about other creative collaborations she has been a part of, and meet her young daughter Jolaade.
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It’s a new beginning, 
so start with nature

H
u r r y !  To d a y 
marks the begin-
ning of another 
year with lots of 
hope, activities 

and work. But in all these, one 
should not forget to ensure 
balance between work and 
life. This implies that unlike 
last year, you should not get so 
busy this year to forget a little 
treat for yourself.

But no matter how little a 
treat is it still involves money. 
Well, in the face of the eco-
nomic downturn, nature pro-
vides the best, most accessible 
and affordable timeout for 
those who care.

Of course, the ever-enticing 
allures of nature are not hard 
to find. They are everywhere; 
from the lush green gardens 
and parks, the refreshing 
ocean breeze at the beaches, 
the beautiful landscapes and 
breathing sites to unique cul-
tural events built around top 
destinations.

As a matter of importance, 
resolving to find time to relax 
and delight in nature’s beau-
tiful abode, will do you well 
health, lifestyle, business and 
leisure wise this year.

They are really at your door 
step. As much as one works 
hard this new year, one of the 
resolutions should be to treat 
oneself to the best of leisure.

In doing so, obviously, it 
will do you good to allow the 
power of nature to nurture 
your body and soul this new 
year.

You can go horse riding. 
It is an incredible experience 
to be on the back of such a 
strong and beautiful creature. 
You can ride through on the 
sprawling beaches, on a trail 
in a scenic area with one or 
more other people. The length 
of time varies, depending on 
the location and the price paid.

Visiting a botanical garden 
will also heighten your com-
munion with nature. The 
flowers may take your breath 
away. The education and ex-
perience that you get during 
your visit is priceless. You may 
have to pay extra for special 
exhibits and to view various 
parts of the botanical garden, 
but it is worth it.

A picnic in the park where 
you can watch the sun set 
will not be a bad idea. Pack 
a lunch, a fluffy blanket and 
head to your nearest park. Sit 
together with your loved ones 
or even alone as the case may 
be, enjoy fantastic food and 

experience a sunset that you 
may never forget.

One sure thing is the expe-
rience on the several kilome-
ters of sprawling beaches that 
nature blesses the country 
with. Taking a walk on the 
beach in the evening is both 
romantic and inexpensive 
date with nature. Look out at 
the huge ocean, feel the sand 
beneath your feet and for lov-
ers, great conversation with 
each other may be the magic. 
Why you must do this is that 
when you go in the evening, 
you get to view the colors of 
the sky and water in a whole 
different light than if you 
were to go during the day.

Go on a bird or wildlife 
watch. The ability to see these 
giant animals in their natural 
habitat is something that ev-
eryone should do at least once 
in their life. Going while on 
a date with one’s lover is the 
perfect opportunity. Both of 
you will be in awe and it is an 

experience that you can share 
together. Find time to relax 
and delight in these nature’s 
beautiful abodes.

They are at your door step. 
For beach lovers; the Elegushi, 
Akodo, Badagry, Hermitage 
Resort, La Campagne Resort, 
Ibeno, Port Harcourt, Inagbe 
among other beaches are 
ever ready to welcome you 
on a visit.

Afi Mountain Sanctuary 
and Mambila Plateau are rela-
tively good and offer some 
kind of safari tours.  The Obu-
du Mountain Resort, Shere 
Hills, Afi Canopy Walk among 
others will surprise you with 
their fantastic eco-tourism 
potentials. A return visit will 
confirm the timelessness of 
their allures. City tours to Olu-
mo Rock, Idanre Hills, parks 
and monuments cannot come 
short of visitors’ expectations 
because there are many ex-
citements that will clue their 
eyes to the attractions. For the 

family-minded, the good thing 
is that most of these escapes 
have attractions that make for 
an excellent family location. 
There is always something for 
everyone to do.

The truth is that the excite-
ments will usher you into your 
private retreat and set you on 
the mood for leisure.

To live a healthier life and 
enjoy your stay at these desti-
nations: Play soothing music 
of your choice as you relax 
in a hot shower or bath. The 
heat of the shower or bath is 
relaxing to the muscles and 
rejuvenates your body.

Tell yourself about five 
things you really appreciated 
that day. Even in the worst of 
days there are some things you 
can reflect on that can make 
you smile because smiling is a 
natural releaser of stress.

Laughter is a huge part of 
releasing stress; the more you 
laugh the better you feel and it 
makes the bad things not seem 

so bad. Sometimes, some of 
the events of the day are great 
ways to find laughter.

Find a sport that you enjoy 
and can give you a release. No 
matter your choice of relax-
ation do the things you love. 
When you love doing some-
thing you are more inclined to 
stick with it and enjoy it. Find 
a way to release your stress 
and live a healthier lifestyle 
without anger, stress, and the 
ability to be stronger.

And in some cases, turn off 
all T.V., radio, and sounds and 
allow yourself to sit in silence 
while you release your stress 
for the day. Meditation is a 
strong source, but if you are 
not into meditation then just a 
simple few minutes of silence 
help control your thoughts 
and release stress.

To avoid unnecessarily 
delays or possible disappoint-
ments this year, always book 
or start on time.

Happy New Year!

Obinna EmElikE
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All the fun at Africa’s 
Biggest Street Party

F
rom early hours of 10 
am, the city dwellers 
and carnival revelers 
have already taken 
vantage positions in an-

ticipation of an enthralling outing 
that day. From their compounds, 
evacuated office and public places 
to open hotel room window, some 

speakers between kilometres 4 
to 8 on the routes. This afforded 
carnival revelers to sing and dance 
along the bands along the 12 kilo-
metre route.

The appre ciative crowds 
cheered foreign participants at 
the carnival. From Brazil, which 
was the star country to watch, 
South Africa and Korea, both 
new entrants, Rwanda, and the 
neighboring Ghana, the crowd has 
enough spice at this year’s carni-
val.  Each country came with its 
unique selling point, just to enter-
tain as they were not competing 
like the indigenous five bands of 
the carnival.

As well, businesses, especially 
restaurants, eateries, bars, hawk-
ers of soft drinks made huge 
profit from serving the mammoth 
crowd.

The proactive who went ahead 
to produce carnival T-Shirts, caps 
and souvenirs also made money. 
The intrigue is that while the 
competing bands were stressing 
out to impress the judges for win-
ing points, the crowd was simply 
enjoying the fun, while hawkers 
and related businesses were mak-
ing good money.

When the last band finished 
parading and performing at the 
last adjudication point, the crowd 
started rumoring possible winner 
of the carnival.

But the announcement by  
Austin Cobham, executive secre-
tary, Cross River State Carnival 
Commission,  shortly after in-
ternational music sensations, P 
Square ended the all night musical 
concert at the U.J. Esuene Stadium, 
saved the crowd and band mem-
bers from further guessing.

Cobham announced Seagull 
winner of the overall winner of 
the 13th edition of Carnival Cala-
bar. “After the judges’ collation of 
marks from the performances 
of the five bands along the 12 
Kilometre stretch of the carnival 
route, the winners are as follows: 
Seagull band is winner of the 2016 
Carnival Calabar.

 Passion 4 is the Second place 
winner and Masta Blasta is the 
Third. We had five adjudication 
points on the route and the judges 
did their jobs accordingly. We 
hope you had a wonderful time 
with us and we invite you in ad-
vance for the 2017 edition of Car-
nival Calabar,” Cobham concluded.

The Florence Ita-Giwa-led 
Seagull impressed the judges and 
crowd to win the coveted prize. 
Seagull, which came second last 
year, also defeated Masta Blasta, 
the winner of the 2015 edition to 
clinch the prize.

“Carnival Calabar is the melting 
point of African Hospitality where 
warmth and ecstatic embrace is 
the order of the day. This carnival 
represents the true mentality, 
unity and harmony of Africa. That 
indeed, as we have started today, 
it is the beginning of a new dawn 
of unity in Africa”.

Shortly after the flag off, the 
five competing bands including: 
Masta Blasta, Paasion 4, Free-
dom, Seagull and Bayside, set out 
with their carnival floats for the 
12-kilometre route, and hence 
commencing Africa’s Biggest 
Street Party.

As expected, the bands with 
combined strength of over 50,000 
dancers, dance along the 12-ki-
lometer carnival route and make 
quick stops at the adjudication 
points where they danced, acted, 
performed among others actions 
in line with the theme of the 2016 
Carnival ‘Climate Change’. All 
these were to impress the judges 
at the adjudications points and 
ultimately win the best band at 
the carnival. But while the judges 
watched with critical eyes, the 
crowd enjoyed the fun.

Starting from Masta Blasta that 
first paraded its carnival float, it 
was fun all the way as the mild 
harmattan weather boosted the 
crowd’s endurance at seeing all 
the participating bands.

Beyond the 50,000 dancers 
from across the five bands, there 
were over two million specta-
tors, while music steadily oozed 
out from installed risers for loud 

Obinna EmElikE
lovers of quality fun were armed 
with cheerful smiles, camera to 
capture the day’s activities, while 
many with itching legs were at 
the Millennium Park to witness 
the flag off.

They were elated when Ben 
Ayade, governor of Cross River 
State, led his entourage including 
Linda, his wife, Godswill Akpabio, 
a senator and former governor of 
Akwa Ibom State, Sani Dangote, 

chairman of Dansa Foods, and Eze 
Madumere, deputy governor, Imo 
State to cut the ribbon and flag 
off the 13th edition of Carnival 
Calabar.

Bearing in mind African unity 
and Climate Change, the theme of 
the carnival, the governor noted 
at the flag off that the carnival 
has created a platform for several 
African countries to be unified in 
the fight against climate change.
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Reduced visibility in yuletide: NAMA expresses 
concern over difficulties faced by airport users

N
i g e r i a n 
Airspac e 
M a n a g e -
m e n t 

Agency(NAMA)  has 
expressed  sincere con-
cern over challenges 
and difficulties airlines 
and passengers  have 
been subjected to over 
the past few days due 
to reduced flight vis-
ibility occasioned by 
the prevailing harmat-
tan dust haze that has 
limited operations into 
most airports.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
statement issued by 
the agency to BD Sun-
day, while the agen-
cy is mindful of the 
e c onomic loss es to 
airlines, passengers   
and   other   airport   

stakeholders,    the  
agency   is   however   
primarily required   to  
ensure   safety   of   
lives   and   properties   
by   ensuring   that   
all   flight operations   

are   in   compliance   
with   minimum   state   
weather   conditions   
as published by the 
Nigerian Civil Avia-
tion Authority(NCAA) 
for each airport.

Stories by Ifeoma okeke

Emma Anasi, act-
ing managing director, 
NAMA, said in the state-
ment that NAMA had 
earlier taken appropri-
ate measures to ensure 
the availability and reli-

L-R: Rick Milne, Head of Sales; Carrier, presenting 2016 Outstanding Achievement Award to  Leon Shaier, senior Travel 
Consultant, Peacock Travel and Tours UK LTD at Bulgari Hotel, Knightsbridge, London...recently

ability of air navigation 
facilities at all   airports.

Anasi added that the 
agency   in   October   
2015   implemented   
and published   Perfor-
mance   Based   Navi-
gation   (PBN)   flight   
procedures   for   the 
guidance of aircraft into 
and out of 16 domes-
tic airports in addition 
to similar procedures 
implemented at Lagos, 
Kano, Abuja and Port 
Harcourt in 2012.

He encouraged Ni-
gerian airline opera-
tors   to   equip   their   
fleets  and  take  ad-
vantage  of   thes e  
new   PBN  flight pro-
cedures,   as   well   as   
other   satellite   based   
navigation   systems   
such   as Automatic De-
pendent Surveillance 
Contract (ADS-C) and 
Controller Pilot Data 

Link Communication 
Systems that  were 
implemented in 2015, 
with increased level   
of   safety,   accuracy,   
reliability,   integrity,   
availability   and   con-
tinuity   of service.

  Furthermore, Anasi 
said that while the cur-
rent severe weather 
conditions are expected 
to improve within the 
next few days, NAMA 
in collaboration with 
the Federal Ministry 
of Transportation has 
embarked on the up-
grading of existing fa-
cilities, as well as the 
deployment of new 
communication, navi-
gation, surveillance and 
air traffic management 
systems that will fur-
ther enhance capacity 
as well as safety, effi-
ciency and economy of 
flight operations.

… says flight operations in 2016 relatively safe despite challenges

Peacock Uk clinches 2016 
outstanding performance award

P
eacock of Travels and 
Tours Limited Unit-
ed Kingdom, a sub-
sidiary of Nigeria’s 

epoch-making and fastest 
growing company, Peacock 
Group, has again shown class 
with the clinching of a global 
travel award in London, the 
United Kingdom.

The company won the 
2016 Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award at the Carrier 
Preferred Partner Awards 
2016 held in London re-
cently.

The event is a celebration 
of the achievements of UK 
travel management compa-
nies in 2016.

Peacock Travel and Tours 
were among three nomina-
tions for the 2016 Outstand-
ing Achievement Award, in 
recognition of exceptional 
support and performance 
in 2016.

The award has clearly 
shown the position of the 
Peacock Travels and Tours 
Limited in the UK travel 
industry and by extension 
the global travel scene.

The event was held at 
the Bulgari Hotel, Knights-
bridge, London, UK. Receiv-
ing the award on behalf of 
the company, the Manager 

Peacock Travels and Tours, 
UK, Leon Shaier, said he 
was delighted to receive 
the award on behalf of the 
company; it is great for the 
company to be recognized 
among the hundreds of 
travel management compa-
nies in the UK.

According to Shaier, the 
award which is a process 
of rigorous independent 

screening by the organisers 
is based on meeting several 
criteria including volume 
of ticket sales and business.

He said, “I was delighted 
that we were nominated 
but then to be announced 
as winner was such a thrill. 
It is a wonderful evening 
that I will never forget. I am 
happy Peacock won ahead 
of the other contestants in 

the nomination.
Commenting on the 

award, Aare Segun Phillips, 
Executive Chairman, Pea-
cock Group, said he was de-
lighted to receive the award.

According to him, the 
award is dedicated to the 
exceptional staff of the com-
pany in the UK and other 
units of the travel company 
in South Africa and across 

Nigeria.
Aare Phillips said, “The 

award is a challenge for us 
to continue to raise the bar 
of service in the travel com-
pany and to always make 
sure that our customers get 
the best and are satisfied 
by our services. For us, our 
customers are the reason 
for our business and we 
will continue not only to 
give them the best but also 
cherish them.”

 Meanwhile, the parent 
company in Nigeria, Pea-
cock Travels and Tours took 
time to reward her trade 
partners in the Northern 
zone of Nigeria.

The rewarding of trader 
partners in the Northern 
zone came in fulfillment of 
the company’s promise to 
reward all trade partners 
across the six geopolitical 
zones of the country for 
their outstanding perfor-
mance in 2015.

Earlier in the year, Pea-
cock Travels and Tours, led 
by the Chairman, Peacock 
Group, Aare Segun Phillips, 
had travel round other zones 
in the country to reward its 
trade partners.

In a statement issued on 
Thursday, the company said 

…Fetes trader partners in Northern zone, releases in-house newsletter
the rewarding of partners in 
the Northern zone, which 
was held at the expansive 
Cyprian Ekwensi Centre 
for Arts and Culture, Abuja, 
had brought the number to 
over 1000.

The rewards to its part-
ners were meant to show the 
travel firm’s appreciation to 
its loyal and esteemed trade 
partners and customers for 
their patronage in 2015.

Trader partners were re-
warded with hundreds of 
assorted gifts including LED 
television, gas cooker, giant 
freezer, Generating sets and 
other major home appli-
ances.

As in other zones, part-
ners were rewarded with 
free return tickets to vari-
ous destinations including 
Europe, Middle East and 
America.

The Abuja event brought 
the number of free return 
tickets given to trader part-
ners to 57. Donor airlines 
include Lufthansa German 
airline, Airfrance KLM, Ke-
nya airline, Turkish Airline, 
Cronos Airlines, Qatar air-
ways, Arik Airline, South 
African Airlines, and Egypt 
Air, who generously donated 
Two (2) tickets for the event.



OneTouch Vibe™ plus insulin 
pump earns FDA approval

A
nimas Corpo-
ration, part of 
the Johns on 
&  J o h n s o n 
Diabetes Care 
C o m p a n i e s 

(JJDCC), recently announced 
that it has received U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA) approval, and Health 
Canada’s authorization for the 
sale of the OneTouch Vibe™ 
Plus Insulin Pump and Con-
tinuous Glucose Monitoring 
(CGM) System for the treat-
ment of patients age two and 
older living with diabetes. The 
OneTouch Vibe™ Plus is the 
first and only insulin pump 
integrated with Dexcom G5® 
Mobile CGM technology, com-
bining accurate and precise 
insulin dosing technology 
from Animas with the most 
accurate CGM sensing tech-
nology from Dexcom. This 
system will enable patients to 
see their glucose reading at all 
times either on their pump or 
using the Dexcom G5® App 
on their smart phone, and to 
deliver the precise amounts 
of insulin they may need from 
the pump.

The Dexcom G5® Transmit-
ter collects blood glucose read-
ings from the Dexcom sensor 
and wirelessly sends them to 

the patient’s OneTouch Vibe™ 
Plus Insulin Pump screen and 
compatible smart device us-
ing the Dexcom G5® Mobile 
System and app. This will en-
able patients using the pump 
and their caregivers to access 
CGM data wherever it is most 
convenient for them, and to 
make informed diabetes man-
agement decisions. In addition 
to the primary smart device, 
glucose data can be shared 
with up to five people utilizing 
the Dexcom Follow App.

“People living with diabe-
tes will no longer have to pull 
out their pump to read their 
glucose readings. By having 
constant access to glucose 
readings on their pump and 
now their smart devices, the 
OneTouch Vibe™ Plus will give 
people with diabetes greater 
flexibility and discretion,” said 
Brian L. Levy, MD, FACE, Chief 
Medical Officer of JJDCC and 
Vice President of Worldwide 
Clinical Affairs for LifeScan, 
Inc. “This unique connectiv-
ity combined with the One-
Touch Vibe™ Plus System’s 
patented technology that de-
livers insulin with exceptional 
accuracy and precision will 
help patients—even the most 
insulin-sensitive patients—stay 
in their target glucose range.”

In addition to being the 
only Dexcom G5® integrated 
system cleared by regulatory 
authorities, it also remains the 
only integrated system ap-
proved for children as young 
as age two. The enhanced 
connectivity enables parents 
and caregivers to continuously 
access their children’s blood 
glucose to help make treatment 
choices. “This system will of-
fer kids living with diabetes a 
sense of freedom and will pro-
vide loved ones and caregivers 
with an insulin delivery and 
monitoring system that they 
can trust,” says John Wilson, 
Worldwide Vice President of 
Insulin Delivery, Animas Cor-
poration.

Animas is evaluating launch 
timing for the OneTouch Vibe™ 
Plus Insulin Pump and Con-
tinuous Glucose Monitoring 
(CGM) System in the U.S. and 
Canada.

With this approval, the 
OneTouch Vibe™ Plus Insu-
lin Pump – and all Animas 
Corporation insulin delivery 
products moving forward – 
will join the iconic OneTouch® 
family of diabetes solutions. 
In the U.S., OneTouch® brand 
products are recommended 
by more endocrinologists and 
primary care physicians than 

any other brand. Globally, 
more than 15 million people 
depend on OneTouch® brand 
products to help them manage 
their diabetes.

With a shared vision of cre-
ating a world without limits for 
people with diabetes, the John-
son & Johnson Diabetes Care 
Companies are a collaboration 
of Johnson & Johnson compa-
nies dedicated to diabetes and 
includes LifeScan, Inc., a world 
leader in blood glucose moni-
toring; Animas Corporation, 
maker of innovative insulin de-
livery systems; Calibra Medical, 
Inc. developer of the OneTouch 
Via™ on-demand insulin deliv-
ery system; and the Johnson 
& Johnson Diabetes Institute, 
LLC, a global initiative to im-
prove care and better outcomes 
worldwide through education 
and training programs. In the 
U.S., Lifescan, Inc. is the leading 
blood glucose monitoring com-
pany and OneTouch® brand 
products are recommended 
by more endocrinologists and 
primary care physicians than 
any other brand. Globally, more 
than 15 million people depend 
on OneTouch® brand products 
to help them manage their 
diabetes.

OneTouch Vibe™ Plus Sys-
tem is intended for the deliv-

ery of insulin and continuous 
glucose monitoring (CGM) for 
the management of insulin-
requiring diabetes in persons 
age 2 and older. The OneTouch 
Vibe™ Plus System’s CGM, the 
Dexcom G5® Mobile Sensor 
and Transmitter, is indicated 
for detecting glucose trends 
and tracking patterns in per-
sons age 2 and older and is 
indicated for use as an adjunc-
tive device to complement, not 
replace, information obtained 
from standard home glucose 
monitoring devices. Inter-
pretation of the CGM results 
should be based on trends 
and patterns seen with sev-
eral sequential readings over 
time. The OneTouch Vibe™ 
Plus System is intended for 
single patient use and requires 
a prescription. Insulin pump 
therapy is not recommended 
for people who are unwilling/
unable to see their healthcare 
professional regularly, who are 
unwilling/unable to test their 
blood glucose 4-6 times per 
day, who are pregnant, who are 
suffering from certain medical 
conditions or taking certain 
medications, or who are vision/
hearing impaired such that im-
portant information (e.g. alerts, 
warnings, and alarms) cannot 
be received.
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...New system to enable exceptional glucose measuring accuracy and precise insulin 
delivery for even the most insulin-sensitive people with diabetes



T
he importance of breastfeed-
ing is not only beneficial to 
the baby but also to the nurs-
ing mother.

However, the superiority 
of breast milk in-terms of nutrition 
and prevention, experts say, supersedes 
drugs.

Ajayi Titilayo, the deputy Director 
of Nursing Services, Children Special-
ist Hospital, Centre Igboro Ilorin, in an 
interview with BusinessDay said nurs-
ing mothers should  find breast-feeding 
a pleasant and rewarding experience 
as it is beneficial to the health of both 
mother and child.

According to her, many illnesses, 
both childhood and adult, are lowered 
by effective breastfeeding.

She said, “Mother’s milk is the health-
iest food because the milk is simple and 
safe. It provides fresh and easily digest-
ible food, prevents illnesses, promotes 
love, and reduces reaction to allergies, 
easy to digest, reduces spit-up, reflux 
and constipation”.

She further explained that it is very 
important for nursing mothers to be 
wary of what to consume, saying, com-
plete balance diet is necessary for the 
positive result on the baby. She added 
that once the mother is well in terms of 
supplying good milk for the baby, she 
needs not to hold it.

She said, “The longer and more fre-
quently a mom nurses her baby, the 
smarter her child is likely to become. 
The brain grows more during the first 
two years of life than any other time, 
nearly tripling in size from birth to 
two years. It’s clearly a crucial time for 

brain development, and the intellectual 
advantage breastfed babies enjoy is at-
tributed to the “smart fats” unique to 
mom’s breast milk (namely, omega-3 
fatty acid, also known as DHA). From 
head to toe, babies who are breastfed for 
extended periods of time are healthier 
overall and they tend to have leaner 
bodies with less risk of obesity.”

“Also, they have improved vision, 
since the eye is similar to the brain in 
regards to nervous tissue. They have 
better hearing due to a lower incidence 
of ear infections. Their dental health is 

generally good, since the natural suck-
ing action of the breastfed infant helps 
incoming teeth align properly.”

Titilayo said a toddler’s immune sys-
tem functions much better since breast 
milk contains an immunoglobulin (IGA) 
which coats the lining of the intestines, 
which helps prevent germs from pen-
etrating through even the skin of these 
babies is smoother and more supple.

She emphasised that the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) officially 
recommends mothers breastfeed until 
three years of age and then as long as 

the baby and mother mutually want to, 
which is better for their health.

The expert added that extended 
breastfeeding reduces the risk of 
uterine, ovarian and breast cancers. 
Breastfeeding women also have a lower 
incidence of osteoporosis later in life.

She therefore enjoined nursing 
mothers to create time and concentrate 
on breastfeeding their babies than giv-
ing them any other foods because of 
the huge benefits of breastfeeding in 
boosting emotional, intellectual and 
physical health of a child.

1. Holiday-Proof Your Plan

Y
ou may not be able to 
control what food you’re 
served, and you’re bound 
to see other people eating 

a lot of tempting treats. Meet the 
challenges armed with a plan:

    Eat close to your usual times 
to keep your blood sugar steady. 
If your meal is served later than 
normal, eat a small snack at your 
usual mealtime and eat a little less 
when dinner is served.

    Invited to a party? Offer to 
bring a healthy dish along.

    If you have a sweet treat, cut 
back on other carbs (like potatoes 
and bread) during the meal.

    Don’t skip meals to save up for a 
feast. It will be harder to keep your 
blood sugar in control, and you’ll 
be really hungry and more likely 
to overeat.

    If you slip up, get right back 
to healthy eating with your next 
meal. 

2. Outsmart the Buffet
When you face a spread of deli-

cious holiday food, make healthy 

5 healthy eating tips for the holidays
choices easier:

   Have a small plate of the foods 
you like best and then move away 
from the buffet table.

    Start with vegetables to take 
the edge off your appetite.

    Eat slowly. It takes at least 20 
minutes for your brain to realize 
you’re full.

    Avoid or limit alcohol. If you 
do have an alcoholic drink, have it 
with food. Alcohol can lower blood 
sugar and interact with diabetes 
medicines.

Also plan to stay on top of your 
blood sugar. Check it more often 
during the holidays, and if you 
take medicine, ask your doctor if 
the amount needs to be adjusted.

3. Fit in Favorites
No food is on the naughty list. 

Choose the dishes you really love 
and can’t get any other time of 
year, like Aunt Edna’s pumpkin 
pie. Slow down and savor a small 
serving, and make sure to count it 
in your meal plan.

 4. Keep Moving
You’ve got a lot on your plate 

to control your blood sugar, and 
when you’re sleep deprived you’ll 
tend to eat more and prefer high-
fat, high-sugar food. Aim for 7 to 
8 hours per night to guard against 
mindless eating.

Most of all, remember what the 
season is about—celebrating and 
connecting with the people you 
care about. When you focus more 
on the fun, it’s easier to focus less 
on the food.
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this time of year, and physical 
activity can get crowded out. But 
being active is your secret holiday 
weapon; it can help make up for 
eating more than usual and reduce 
stress during this most stressful 
time of year. Get moving with 
friends and family, such as taking 
a walk after a holiday meal.

5. Get Your Zzz’s
Going out more and staying out 

later often means cutting back on 
sleep. Sleep loss can make it harder 



T
he annual list of Formula 1 salaries 
has again been published with 
Lewis Hamilton ousting Fernando 
Alonso from the top position.

The information - complied by 
Business Book GP and reported by Sportune.
fr back in September - alleges the three-time 
F1 world champion took home €32 million this 
season, up €7 million on his previous year’s sal-
ary, a consequence of the new deal he signed 
with Mercedes twelve months ago. It does not 
take into account any external endorsements.

Meanwhile, Sebastian Vettel also got a 
rise in his second season with Ferrari, up 
from €28m to €30m, the same as Fernando 

Gombe United defender Uzama 
Douglas was shot dead in Benin 
City by armed men believed to be 

cultists on Thursday.
The murder of Uzama is the second 

tragedy to hit the domestic football scene 
in the last three months after Shooting 
Stars central defender Izu Joseph was 
shot dead.

Hamilton top list of F1 
Driver earners in 2016

ANTHONY NLEBEM Alonso - his take home at McLaren-Honda 
actually down by €5m compared to 2015, it 
is unclear why.

Jenson Button is fourth, estimated to have 
got €17m in his final year as a race driver for 
McLaren-Honda – unless he comes back in 
2018 of course - with Champion Nico Rosberg 
a relative bargain with a salary of €16m. The 
German did have a Mercedes contract for 
2017 and 2018, thought to be worth around 
€20-€25m per year, but will now forgo that 
following his decision to retire.

Kimi Raikkonen completes the top-eight 
on €8 million – compared to the €18 million he 
was said to have earned in 2015 – followed by 
Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo with €5.5 million 
(+€4m on 2015), and Felipe Massa, Sergio Perez 

T
he Sokoto State Gov-
ernment has approved 
N164.4 million for the 
renovation and expan-
sion of the Giginya Me-

morial Stadium, Sokoto.
The state Commissioner for 

Youth and Sports Development, 
Alhaji Musa Ausa, made the disclo-
sure on Friday during an oversight 
visit by the state House of Assembly 
Committee on Sports and Youth 
Development to the stadium.

He said: “The state executive 
council has since approved the sum 
to standardise the stadium in order 
to improve and encourage sporting 
activities across the state.

“Moreover, the renovation will 
boost youth development and serve 
as a revenue generation avenue.’’

He thanked the committee mem-
bers for the visit, and pledged con-
tinued cooperation of the ministry 
in the discharge of their constitu-

Tragedy as Gombe 
United player shot 
dead in Benin

Sokoto government approves N164.4m for stadium expansion
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ANTHONY NLEBEM with agency reportsand Nico Hulkenberg, all reputedly making 
€4m, no change compared to last year.

Romain Grosjean took a €1m pay-cut after 
moving to Haas, while Valtteri Bottas saw his 
income increase by the same amount – leaving 
both on €3m.

Max Verstappen took a relatively paltry 
€500,000, but will surely earn more in 2016 
following his early promotion back in May 
and Red Bull’s decision to sign him to a long 
term contract.

Full breakdown is below:
Drivers:
1. Lewis Hamilton     Mercedes €32m
2. Sebastian Vettel     Ferrari      €30m
3 Fernando Alonso 
McLaren-Honda €30m
4. Jenson Button        
McLaren-Honda        €17m
5. Nico Rosberg Mercedes         €16m
6. Kimi Raikkonen     Ferrari      €8m
7. Daniel Ricciardo    Red Bull 
Racing         €5.5m
8. Felipe Massa Williams €4m
9Nico Hulkenberg     Force India F1  €4m
10 Sergio Perez         Force India F1  €4m
11. Romain Grosjean         Haas F1 
Team   €3m
12 Valtteri Bottas      Williams   €3m
13. Esteban Gutierrez        Haas F1 
Team   €750,000
14. Kevin Magnussen        
 Renault €750,000
15. Daniil Kvyat         
Toro Rosso/Red Bull Racing     €750,000
16. Max Verstappen  Red Bull 
Racing/Toro Rosso     €500,000
17Pascal Wehrlein    Manor       €500,000
18. Carlos Sainz         Toro Rosso       €350,000
19. Jolyon Palmer      Renault €250,000
20. Felipe Nasr Sauber      €200,000
19Marcus Ericsson   Sauber      €200,000
22. Rio Haryanto       Manor       €150,000
23. Esteban Ocon      Manor       Not listed
 

tional duties.
The Chairman of the committee, 

Alhaji Ibrahim Gidado (APC- Sokoto 
South I), said that the visit was to as-
certain the level of implementation 
of the 2016 Budget by the ministry.

“One of the constitutional roles 
of the legislature is to ascertain the 
level implementation of allocations,” 
Gidado, said.

The chairman also assured the 
ministry of the support of the As-

sembly to ensure success of its 
activities.

He promised that the committee 
would work out modalities to move 
sports forward in the state, as well 
as encourage more developmental 
programmes for youths. (NAN)
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A close friend of the former Golden 
Eaglets and Flying Eagles invitee said 
that the left back was shot in Benin City 
and declared dead on arrival in hospital.

Fellow NPFL club, Sunshine Stars con-
doled with the newly promoted Gombe 
United. The Akure-based side tweeted: 
” Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Gombe United FC on the death of their 
defender, Douglas Uzama. ”

“He was still on break in Benin City and 
was yet to resume for the new season,” 
the friend said.

“He went out with friends when some 
cult boys carried out an attack against 
them. He was shot and that was it.

“The killers fled and left my friend in 
cold blood.”

A top official at Gombe United said 
the club was shocked by the death of the 
player.

“The Gombe United family has learned 
with sadness of the untimely death of our 
defender Uzama Douglas,” he said.

“This is a sad loss to Uzama’s family, 
Gombe United and the nation.”



Super Eagles’ Carl Ikeme commits future to Wolves

N
igeria International, Carl 
Ikeme has signed a new 
contract with his Eng-
lish Championship side 
Wolverhampton Wander-

ers, the Goalkeeper penned a two-and-
a-half year contract, with a further 
year’s option in the club’s favour.

Ikeme, who has been with Wolves 
since arriving at the Academy as a 
15-year-old, was in the final year of his 
previous deal but has now committed 
his future to Molineux until at least the 
summer of 2019.

Head Coach Paul Lambert said: “I 
think it is important to get players like 
Carl Ikeme signed up to a new deal.

“As it was with Dave Edwards, he is 
an experienced member of the team.

“He knows exactly what the club is 
about and if you get a core of lads like 
that then they can look after the dress-
ing room as well.

“Carl has been terrific since I arrived 
and I think this is a big signing for the 
club.

“I remember coming here with 
Blackburn last season and he made 
some incredible saves.

“He is a big presence, a great lad and 
a top goalkeeper.”

“This is great news,” added Wolves 
Sporting Director Kevin Thelwell.

“Carl has been at Wolves for such a 
long time and is a bit part of what we 
are trying to achieve going forwards.

“In my opinion he is still right up 
there as one of the best goalkeepers in 
the Championship.

“Wolves means a lot to him, and it 
means a lot to us to get him to commit 

B
ayern Munich assistant manager Paul 
Clement is the leading candidate to 
become Swansea City’s new manager 
- but former Birmingham City boss 
Gary Rowett remains in contention.

Ryan Giggs was the favourite following Bob 
Bradley’s exit on Tuesday, but the club are now 
looking elsewhere.

Wales boss Chris Coleman was also a target 
but is out of the running.

Clement was interviewed for the job in Octo-
ber before Bradley replaced former head coach 
Francesco Guidolin.

The former Derby County manager, who was 
sacked by the Rams in February, has spoken to 
the Swansea hierarchy having impressed them 
in the autumn.

Paul Clement favourite for 
Swansea coaching job

Rowett, meanwhile, has not taken on a job 
since his sacking by Birmingham City earlier 
in December.

The Swans are hopeful of having Bradley’s 
replacement in place before the trip to Crystal 
Palace on 3 January.

Alan Curtis, who is taking temporary charge 
of the team, believes the club’s next manager 
should be British and have experience of the 
Premier League.

“It has to be the right man. Ideally they would 
be British and know the Premier League,” Curtis 
said.

“[The owners] have to be satisfied he fills all 
the criteria for getting us out of the trouble we 
find ourselves in.”
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his future to the club.
“We are all absolutely delighted.”
Ikeme, 30, has been something of a 

late developer when it comes to Wolves, 
but has more than made up for that in 
recent years.

The Birmingham-born gloveman be-
came a regular in the reserve side in the 
2003/04 season and was also named 
on the bench in the Premier League on 
several occasions.

His first taste of senior football came 
during a loan spell with Accrington 
Stanley, starting in November, 2004, 
and he made his first Wolves appear-
ance in the 5-1 Carling Cup win against 
Chester the following August.

A couple of outings for Wolves 
came in the 2006/07 campaign but it 
was in the Championship-winning 
campaign of 2008/09 that enjoyed his 
first sustained run, chalking up 13 ap-
pearances.

Both before and after that time 
he enjoyed numerous loan spells to 
build up his experience, comprising 
Stockport, Charlton, Sheffield United, 
QPR, Leicester, Middlesbrough and 
Doncaster.

The 2012/13 s eas on provide d 
Ikeme with his major breakthrough 
at Wolves, making 41 appearances, 
and then, as the team stormed to the 
Sky Bet League One title the following 

campaign, he made 45 appearances in 
all competitions. He was in goal for 22 
of the 25 league clean sheets during that 
season, a club record.

Since then Ikeme has gone on to be 
Wolves’ first choice for almost all of 
the last three-and-a-half seasons back 
in the Championship, and he has now 
made 192 appearances for the club in 
all competitions.

The high level and consistency of 
his performances have also seen Ikeme 
make a long-awaited breakthrough 
at international level with Nigeria, 
making his debut in an African Cup of 
Nations qualifier against Tanzania in 
September 2015.
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A
n official of Rangers Int’l FC of 
Enugu, Foster Chime, said on Friday 
that it would start its pre-season 
tour of African countries on Jan. 6.

Chime, the Media Officer of the 
club, told the newsmen in Enugu that it would 
kick-start the tour from Benin Republic.

He said that the tour would take the club to 
four countries — Benin Republic, Togo, Ghana 
and Cameroun.

Chime said the team would play other top 
clubs as well as national teams of the countries 
if possible in the pre-season tour.

He said the tour would afford Rangers the 
opportunity to consolidate on its preparations for 
the 2016/2017 CAF Champions League beginning 
in February.

The media officer said the club would make 
the pre-season tour through road “since the 
countries are close’’.

Rangers start pre-season 
African tour January 6

Chime said the team’s technical officials had 
on Monday submitted a comprehensive schedule 
and cost of the trip to the club’s board.

“The board earlier this week approved the 
schedule and cost of the trip, meaning that the 
team will embark on the journey.

“However, the steering committee of the 
board will meet early next week, probably on 
Monday, to raise funds for the trip,’’ he said.

He said the team resumed morning and eve-
ning training at the Nnamdi Azikiwe Stadium, 
Enugu on Dec. 29, after a one-week Christmas 
break.

“We are leaving no stone unturned since the 
team anticipates stiff opponents at the continen-
tal level,’’ he added.

The league champions are to feature in the 
CAF Champions League. (NAN)
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The natural law of languages: 
Use it—or lose it (1)

T
hose who complain that their 
language is dying must be reminded 
of the simple natural law that 
governs languages, in which also is 
embedded the remedy: Use it—or 

lose it.
If present trends continue, by the year 

2150 the nation or nations occupying the 
geographic space now called Nigeria will 
be run by native-born professionals and 
technocrats who cannot read, write or speak 
any of the indigenous languages of the region.

Experts inform us that children may grow 
up speaking five or more languages if exposed 
to them in their early years. In the current 
Nigerian social environment this could break 
down as follows: First, the mother-tongue—the 
language the mother was born into and speaks 
regularly to her children from infancy (if the 
father’s tongue is different we may add it as a 
variant). Second, the language of the locality in 
which the family reside, e.g. Yorubas residing 
in Efik/Ibibioland, Igbos in Itsekiriland, Ijaws 
in Tiviland, Binis in Idomaland. Third, the 
language used in classroom instruction, e.g. 
English. Fourth, languages taught in school, 
e.g. French. Fifth, the language spoken by the 
nanny or maid.

Circumstances vary, and so may the 
combinations. But the bottom-line is that a 
child immersed in a multi-lingual environment 
may learn to understand and speak and 
eventually read and write a multiple of those 
languages with the same ease and pleasure as 

the native speakers.
Present-day Nigeria is precisely such 

a multi-lingual environment. Why then 
has a generation emerged that can barely 
understand their mother-tongue, cannot at all 
understand the language of the locality, and 
are incapable of speaking, reading or writing 
any of the indigenous languages?

Back in the 1940s and 50s some secondary 
schools prohibited pupils from speaking 
any indigenous languages (derisively called 
“vernacular”) within school premises, certainly 
not in the classroom. This backward policy was 
rationalized on the grounds that young people 
had to suspend the process of acquiring one 
language (their mother-tongue or language 
of the locality) to enable them learn another 
(English, the foreign but official language of 
education, government and commerce). But 
this was a mistaken notion; and there is no 
evidence that youngsters who continued to 
acquire sophistication in their mother-tongue 
were any slower in mastering English.

Now, 70 years later and 50 years after 
independence, Nigerian schools, now 
including even primary schools, have 
continued to enforce the same ignorant and 
backward policy. They have even added a new 
twist to their argument: that in a school with 
children from differing linguistic backgrounds, 
it is rude to speak in a language which some 
children will not understand. Therefore, rather 
than allow the children to casually pick up, 
absorb and learn one another’s language from 
their natural interactions, all the children are 
equally uprooted, linguistically deprived, and 
forcibly imprisoned in English.

It is like the proverbial basket of crabs 
from which no crab can crawl out and escape 
because the others will grab its legs and pull 
it back. 

The situation is so absurd it would be 
comical if it weren’t so tragic.

Conquest and colonization can so 
traumatize the psyche and  disorient the mind 
that not only individuals but an entire nation 
can no longer tell right from left nor forward 
from backward.

It used to be that in order to counter 
these school language restrictions, some 
enlightened parents enforced a family policy 
of “nothing but mother-tongue at home.” You 

may speak what you like or are required to 
speak outside, but once inside the sacred 
precinct of home you must speak the mother-
tongue (and, as needed, the language of the 
locality). It worked wonders. This is how some 
of Nigeria’s preeminent wazobians (multi-
linguals) were created.

Such enlightenment is all too rare these 
days. What you find instead is “all-English” 
families—even among the best educated who 
ought to know better.

BUT—all is not lost! All you who missed the 
boat with your children, get up and get on the 
job with your grandchildren!! You may have 
missed one generation, or even two; but with a 
clear understanding of the task to be done, you 
can get it started and it will eventually be done!

National pride and practical necessity 
should now motivate us to a concerted effort to 
reclaim that multi-lingual legacy. A plausible 
ECOWAS-wide language conservation and 
acquisition program could run as follows:

(1)  From early childhood until their 
children are 18 or so, mothers and fathers must 
speak their native tongue to their children as a 
matter of routine, and insist that the children 
do the same. Mother-tongue must be every 
child’s first language. No excuse is acceptable 
for failure to carry out this critical parental 
duty.

(2)  In nursery and early primary 
school, classroom instruction should be in the 
mother-tongue (or the indigenous language 
of the locality), and if possible in English and 
French as well.

(3) In upper primary and throughout 
secondary school, instruction should be 
in English AND French, accompanied 
by assiduous study of at least one major 
indigenous language.

(4) Educational policies of the entire 
ECOWAS region should include the teaching 
and acquisition of fluency in understanding, 
speaking, reading and writing of both English 
and French equally. In other words, every child 
and every educated adult in West Africa should 
be equally fluent in English and French. The 
resulting easier communication will facilitate 
good neighborliness and cooperation for 
economic development of the entire region.

• To be continued 
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Week
Quotes of the

Antivirus software depends on the virus 
definitions to identify malware. That is the 
reason it updates on the new viruses defini-
tions. Malware definitions contain signatures 
for any new viruses and other malware that 
has been classified as wild. If the antivirus 
software scans any application or file and if 
it finds the file infected by a malware that 
is similar to the malware in the malware 
definition. Then antivirus software termi-
nates the file from executing pushing it to 
the quarantine. The malware is processed 
accordingly corresponding to the type of 
antivirus software.

It is really essential for all the antivirus 
companies to update the definitions with 
the latest malware to ensure PC protection 
combating even the most latest form of mali-
cious threat. 

Signature-based detection - This is most 
common in Traditional antivirus software 
that checks all the .EXE files and validates 
it with the known list of viruses and other 
types of malware. or it checks if the un-
known executable files shows any misbehav-
iour as a sign of unknown viruses.

Files, programs and applications are basi-
cally scanned when they in use. Once an ex-
ecutable file is downloaded. It is scanned for 
any malware instantly. Antivirus software 
can also be used without the background 
on access scanning, but it is always advis-
able to use on access scanning because it is 
complex to remove malware once it infects 
your system.

Blogs
From the 

“We must deliver on infrastructure that is better than 
what is available in the Federal Capital Territory. We 
must aim at generating revenues much more than 
Lagos without putting unbearable tax burden on our 
people. We must therefore aim at developing our 
institutions because in the cause of this workshop, we 
shall be working on six thematic areas, which are the 
key pillars of our goal for the state.’’ Godwin Obaseki, 
Edo State Governor.
“The seat where Osinbajo is sitting should have been 
Tinubu’s but Nigeria’s political culture frowns at Mus-
lim/Muslim or Christian/Christian presidential ticket; 
that was why Osinbajo was brought in as a necessity, 
not as a foundation. Tinubu projected himself to be 
the Vice President to Buhari. No matter how badly 
the arrangement has now turned, the VP should not 
be treated poorly”. Dotun Hasan, president, Yoruba 
Youth Council (YYC).
“By weathering the storm in all stages of the competi-
tion, the Super Falcons displayed an uncommon spirit 
of patriotism to Nigeria. You have not only earned 
yourself a place in our history and advanced your 
careers as athletes, but your victory today is a vic-
tory to all Nigerians.We are proud of all the players 
and members of the technical crew more especially 
Florence Omagbemi, who made history as the first to 
win the championship as a player and a coach”. Yakubu 
Dogara , Speaker, House of Representatives.

Numbers
N49bn
The ban on vehicle importation through the land 
borders as well as the review of other fiscal items may 
have forced the Federal Government to reduce the 
projected revenue from the Nigeria Customs Service 
by N48.8bn in the 2017 fiscal period.

N47.6m
The Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission 
has slammed a N47.6m fine on the Transmission 
Company of Nigeria for various regulatory breaches.


