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Osage Nation Congressional 
Committee on Rules, Ethics and Engrossment 

 
April 20, 2021 

 
Minutes 

 
Osage Nation Capitol Building 

Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
 

Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Keene at 10:50 a.m. 
 

Prayer 
 

Prayer was given by Congresswoman Goodfox. 
 

Roll Call 
 
Roll was called and the following members were present: 
 
Congressman Keene 
Congresswoman Goodfox 
Congressman BigHorse 
 
Chair Keene declared a quorum present. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion-To Approve.  Congresswoman Goodfox moved to approve the minutes of April 20, 
2021 at 9:00 a.m. as presented.  The motion was seconded and passed with 3 yeas and 0 nays. 
 

Review of Congressional Rules 
 

Chair Keene led the discussion of the Congressional Rules. 
 
Motion-To Amend.  Congresswoman Goodfox moved to amend the Congressional Rules as 
follows: 
 
Amendments to the Rules of the Osage Nation Congress: Special Counsel 
 
Amendment #1 
 
PAGE(S) 51, LINE(S) 1827-1835: Strike lines 1827 through 1835. 
 
 
PAGE(S) 54, LINE(S) 1938-1939: Strike “, select committee of inquiry hearings” 
 
PAGE(S) 66-69, LINE(S) 2394-2527: Strike lines 2394 through 2597 and 

Insert the following: 
 
 

RULE TWELVE 
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Special Counsel Investigations 
 
12. Special Counsel Investigations 
 

1. Authorizing Special Counsel 
 
a. A Member of the Osage Nation Congress may circulate an authorization 

to retain Special Counsel if they have reason to believe that an elected or 
appointed official has committed an act or failed to act in a manner that 
would constitute grounds for removal pursuant to Article XII of the 
Osage Nation Constitution. 

 
b. An authorization to retain Special Counsel shall: 

 
i. Be in writing; 
 
ii. Set forth allegations that, if true, would constitute grounds for 

removal; 
 
iii. Contain a total budget for Special Counsel; and 
 
iv. Have a signature line for each Member of Congress. 

 
c. An authorization to retain Special Counsel shall require the written 

approval of a majority of the Members of Congress as evidenced by their 
signatures on the authorization or an electronic mail approval of the 
authorization. 
 

d. If the required signatures are obtained to retain Special Counsel, the 
Clerk shall certify the authorization and notify the Legislative Counsel 
and Speaker of the Osage Nation Congress. 

 
2. Hiring Special Counsel 

 
a. Legislative Counsel shall contact prospective attorneys and determine 

one attorney to act as Special Counsel who has the appropriate 
experience and will conduct the investigation in a responsible manner; 
 

b. Legislative Counsel shall negotiate the terms of the engagement with 
Special Counsel; 

 
c. The Speaker shall have the sole authority to execute the Special Counsel 

engagement agreement and authorize payment of Special Counsel 
invoices, except in the instance that the Speaker is the subject of the 
investigation, then the Second Speaker shall have the sole authority to 
approve the Special Counsel engagement agreement and authorize 
payment of Special Counsel invoices.  These rules on retaining Special 
Counsel supersede any other rules regarding hiring an attorney and 
paying attorney invoices; and 

 
d. Additional funding for Special Counsel may be authorized by the written 

approval of a majority of the Members of Congress as evidenced by their 
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signatures on the authorization or an electronic mail approval of the 
authorization. 

 
3. Authority of Special Counsel 
 

a. Special Counsel shall conduct a comprehensive investigation limited to 
the allegations listed in the authorization to retain Special Counsel; 
 

b. Special Counsel may utilize the services of support personnel and a court 
reporter who shall be authorized to participate in the investigation as 
designated by the Special Counsel; 
 

c. Special Counsel investigations may take place at any time without 
limitation by Legislative Sessions; 
 

d. Special Counsel shall have the power to gather evidence, interview 
witnesses, take testimony under oath and to take any legal action in 
furtherance of the investigation; 

 
e. The Osage Nation Congress may subpoena testimony and documents as 

prescribed by Osage law to support the investigation of its Special 
Counsel; 

 
f. Special Counsel shall submit a report to the Osage Nation Congress 

which shall specify the evidence in support of the original allegation and 
evidence discovered during the inquiry that qualifies as grounds for 
removal.  The report shall also specify a lack of evidence to support any 
allegation; and 

 
g. The completed Special Counsel investigative report to the Osage Nation 

Congress shall be public information upon submission. 
 
4. Independence of Special Counsel 

 
a. Members of Congress shall not contact Special Counsel directly; 

 
b. If a Member of Congress believes they have information pertinent to an 

investigation of Special Counsel, they shall submit it through Legislative 
Counsel who will then submit it to Special Counsel; 

 
c. Special Counsel may contact Members of Congress when it is in 

furtherance of the investigation; 
 

d. Special Counsel shall refrain from giving any type of substantive updates 
to Members of Congress or to any other person until the final report is 
complete;  

 
e. Special Counsel may update Legislative Counsel pertaining to the 

progress, schedule and cost of the investigation; 
 

f. Attorneys shall not be allowed to accompany witnesses when giving 
testimony, except the person who is the subject of the investigation may 
be accompanied by legal counsel when giving testimony; 
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g. Special Counsel investigative proceedings shall be confidential, closed to 
outside parties and the person who is the subject of the investigation, 
except as otherwise stated in this Rule 12.  

 
 
 
PAGE(S) 69, LINE(S) 2529: Strike line 2529 and Insert the following in its place: 
 

RULE THIRTEEN 
REMOVAL 

 
13. Removal 
 

1. Motion for Removal of Elected and Appointed Officers 
 
 
PAGE(S) 69, LINE(S) 2546-2547: Strike “Select Committee of Inquiry” and Insert 

“Special Counsel” 
 
 
PAGE(S) 70, LINE(S) 2561: Strike “Select Committee of Inquiry” and Insert 

“Special Counsel” 
 
PAGE(S) 71, LINE(S) 2588: Strike “mover” and Insert “movant” 
 
PAGE(S) 71, LINE(S) 2600: After “shall” Insert “notify the Chief Justice of 

the Supreme Court and” 
 
PAGE(S) 71, LINE(S) 2602: Strike “twenty (20)” and Insert “thirty (30)” 
 
PAGE(S) 71, LINE(S) 2609-2611: Strike “Any Supreme Court Justice appointing 

the original Select Committee of Inquiry shall be 
ineligible to preside at the removal trial.” 

 
PAGE(S) 71, LINE(S) 2614: Strike “motion to hold a removal trial” and 

Insert “motion for removal” 
 
PAGE(S) 77, LINE(S) 2834: Strike “rise in place and” 
 
PAGE(S) 78, LINE(S) 2865: Strike “813 Grandview” and Insert “100 W. 

Main Street” 
 
PAGE(S) 77, LINE(S) 2897: Strike “813 Grandview” and Insert “100 W. 

Main Street” 
 
The motion was seconded and passed with 3 yeas and 0 nays. 
 

Engrossment 
 
ONCA 21-25, An Act to amend the Treasury law, 15 ONC § 2-321 to prevent employees 
who separate service with the Nation from continuing to serve on the Investment Oversight 
Committee; and to establish an alternate effective date. (Potts) 
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Motion-To Report.  Congressman BigHorse moved to report ONCA 21-25 to Congress as 
properly engrossed.  The motion was seconded and passed with 3 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
ONCA 21-42, An Act to authorize and appropriate one million seven hundred twenty 
thousand dollars to the Capital Asset Fund for Wakon Iron Chapel in the Pawhuska Indian 
Village; and to establish an alternate effective date. (Stabler) 
 
Motion-To Report.  Congresswoman Goodfox moved to report ONCA 21-42 to Congress as 
properly engrossed.  The motion was seconded and passed with 3 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
ONCA 21-43, An Act to authorize and appropriate five million seven hundred fifty 
thousand dollars ($5,750,000) to the Capital Asset Fund for Wakon Iron Hall in the 
Pawhuska Indian Village; and to establish an alternate effective date. (Stabler) 
 
Motion-To Report.  Congressman BigHorse moved to report ONCA 21-43 to Congress as 
properly engrossed.  The motion was seconded and passed with 3 yeas and 0 nays.  
 
ONCA 21-44, An Act to authorize and appropriate five million five hundred sixty seven 
thousand seven hundred eighty four dollars ($5,567,784) to the Permanent Fund to 
replenish the Fund; and to establish an alternate effective date. (Revard) 
 
Motion-To Report.  Congressman BigHorse moved to report ONCA 21-44 to Congress as 
properly engrossed.  The motion was seconded and passed with 3 yeas and 0 nays.  
 

Adjournment 
 

Motion-To Adjourn.  Congresswoman Goodfox moved to adjourn.   
 
Without objection, Chair Keene adjourned the meeting at 11:14 a.m. 
 
 

Shana Robedeaux 
Committee Clerk  


