
Lord I give You thanks.
I have money in the bank,

And gas in the tank!

THE FAITH REFRESHER
What is Faith?

Hebrews 2:1 KJV Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we 
have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.

Last week we began a new teaching series “The Faith Refresher” We looked at two foundation 
scriptures
Hebrews 11:6(KJV) But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.                
AND
3 John 1:2(KJV)Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, 
even as thy soul prospereth.
Hebrews 11:6 tells us what is necessary to please God, and III John 2 speaks of the rewards of 
pleasing God.

• Let’s review a few things from last time
• Pleasing God is about faith, nothing more, nothing less.
• Only faith pleases God
• Faith alone enables us to do what Jesus did
• Doing what Jesus did pleases God
• How do we do what Jesus did? BY FAITH!

1 John 5:3-4(KJV) For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his 
commandments are not grievous. For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and 
this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.  

• We show our love for God by doing what he says.
• As born-again believers in Jesus, we are to overcome the world
• Faith is the Victory that overcomes the world!
• Faith pleases God, so living by faith is a guarantee of victory!
• What is faith?

Hebrews 11:1(KJV) Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.  

• Faith is the substance, the tangible force of creation
• Faith is the evidence that things exist which we cannot see with our physical eyes
• Faith is confidence in things we cannot see
• Confidence in things we cannot see is evidence of faith in our lives
• Substance example PLAY DOH

James 2:17-26(KJV) Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may 
say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show 
thee my faith by my works. 

• Works =gk  ergon – to work 
• Not charitable deeds
• Having faith without working faith will not produce anything

James 2:17(NIV)In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 
• In order to receive the things we are believing God for we must work our faith

James 2:19(KJV) Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, 



and tremble.  
• Simply believing God exists is not faith

James 2:20-24(NIV) You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is 
useless?Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered 
his son Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and 
his faith was made complete by what he did. And the scripture was fulfilled that says, 
“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called 
God’s friend. You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.

• How do I work my faith?
• How did Abraham work his faith?

Genesis 22:5-8(KJV) And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I 
and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. And Abraham took the wood 
of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a 
knife; and they went both of them together. And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and 
said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?  And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a 
lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together.  

• Abraham worked his faith With Words!
Genesis 22:11-13(KJV) And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, 
Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, 
neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son from me. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and 
behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the 
ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.  

• What did Abraham say? God will provide himself a lamb
• What did God do? Provided Himself a lamb (ram)

Genesis 22:15-19(KJV) And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the 
second time,  And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done 
this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: That in blessing I will bless thee, and 
in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is 
upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; And in thy seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. So Abraham 
returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham 
dwelt at Beersheba.

• What did Abraham say?  I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to 
you

• What did Abraham do? He returned to his young men
• Words put faith to work!

James 2:17(NIV)In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.


