
Sermon 8: Luke 2:22-38: Jesus presented at the Temple
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INTRODUCTION

Jesus being presented at the temple is usually not seen as a very important part of the birth
narratives in the gospels, but it is important for several reasons.  Jesus presentation of the 
temple gives the final birth hymn, the Nunc Dimittis, that goes along with the Benedictus; 
the Magnificat; and the Gloria in excelsius.  It is the first visit of Christ to the temple.  It is 
significant that He who is the temple, and the Word tabernacling among us comes to the 
temple and certain Spirit led things confirm His identity and purpose.  This visit is important 
because so far we have had priests confirm Christ’s identity, (Zechariah), we have had 
angels confirm His identity, (Christ the Lord), the shepherds have born testimony to Him, 
and now we have some of the righteous remnant of the OT, a saint and a prophet led by 
the Spirit bear testimony to Him.  In particular the Spirit revealed song and message of 
Simeon is revealing.  Firstly, we have the first explicit mention of God’s good news for the 
Gentile world, v32.  And secondly, we have in this joyful and celebratory portion a clear 
indication of the conflict, rejection and sorrow that must come, v34-35.

As we look at this section we will look at it under three headings, firstly, Jesus righteous 
parents looking at how they were obedient to the law; secondly, the righteous remnant 
observing the characters of Simeon and Anna in their obedience, and finally, we want to 
look at righteousness rejected as Simeon foretells in ominous tones the coming conflict and 
sorrow.  

Righteous parents

V39 sums up well the actions of Mary and Joseph in these texts, ‘And when they had 
performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their 
own town of Nazareth.’  V22-24 speak about the laws they observed, ‘And when the time 
came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first 
opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to 
what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”  

Before we unpack the various laws mentioned here, let us recognize the obvious point, Mary
and Joseph loved God by obeying His commandments.  They are portrayed as devout saints
of the Lord, and this is recognized through their obedience to His law.  It may seem a very 
basic point to make but it is a most important one.  John 14:21, ‘Whoever has my 
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved 
by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”  There are many today who 
claim to love God but who do not obey His commandments.  Some say they love God 
because when they go to church and the music is rousing they may feel a certain euphoria 
and think that this emotional experience constitutes their love for God.  No doubt our love 
for God has an emotional part, but if all our love is, is this emotion and it is not 
accompanied with obedience, we do not love God.  Imagine if we applied this in our 
marriages or in our parenting.  I say that I love you, I am attracted to you, I feel emotions 



towards you, but I am not willing to serve you, to sacrifice things to make space for you in 
my life, I am not willing to put myself second so that you can be first, or listen to what you 
have to say because you are important to me.  If you say you love someone and act this 
way they will soon see through your love.  And so it is with our love for God, it must be seen
in our deeds, in our obedience, in our willingness to say ‘your will not my will.’

V22, ‘And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.’  The laws of purification are the 
laws mentioned in Lev. 12:1-5.  It was required when giving birth to a son after 8 days to 
circumcise him, and then mother was considered unclean for a further 33 days and she 
would only be allowed to come into the temple after these 40 days were up.  The time of 
uncleanness was doubled in the case of a female baby.  There are a few things worth 
considering as we think about this law.  
Firstly, it is possible that it was during this 40 day period that the Magi, the ‘three wise men’
found a visited the new born baby.  Matt. 2:11 makes mention of Mary and the child being 
in a house, not a manger scene, and 2:1 indicates their arrival at Herod’s court after the 
birth.  So your traditional scene with angels, shepherds and wise men all arriving on the 
same night is not a biblical teaching.  
Secondly, let us ask the question why does and uncleanness and childbirth go together, is 
the bible against the idea of childbirth?  No, the Bible is not against childbirth, all life is a gift
of God and to be celebrated.  No, it is thought that the ideas of uncleanness and birth are a 
reminder of our sinful state in Adam.  David confessed that he had been conceived in sin, 
every child born was a time to celebrate but there was their reminder in every birth of sin as
well.  
Thirdly, the text says, ‘their purification’ perhaps Joseph on account of being at the birth 
was included though strictly speaking it was for Mary alone.  
 Fourthly, let me highlight the good in the law. I find that this is often a very important thing
to do because many are anti-law and automatically write off the OT forgetting that God 
commanded these laws and they are a reflection of His righteousness and provision for His 
people.  This period of uncleanness would have been a mercy to the new mother as it made
sure that she did not travel to the temple any time soon after birth and encouraged her 
husband not to approach her for intimacy soon after the birth.  It would have encouraged a 
time of isolation with the child and a time for connection.  
Fifthly, why was the time of uncleanness twice as long for a female child, we are not sure, 
perhaps the male’s circumcision shortened the time as it was a ceremonial cutting away of 
uncleanness, and there may be other possible theories, if you want more info on that come 
and see me after and I will share a theory that it would not be polite to share here.
Sixthly, we see from verse 24 that according to Lev. 12:8, Joseph and Mary were not able to
offer a lamb for purification so offered two turtle doves, one for a burnt offering, one for a 
sin offering.  Based on this some have concluded that the magi had not yet visited because 
otherwise they would have been able to afford the lamb, we can only guess.     

Our text goes to tell us that Jesus was presented at the temple, some have thought that this
was Mary and Joseph going beyond what the law required to do what Hannah did with 
Samuel, but it is more likely that the presentation has to do with the law mentioned in v23, 
‘(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be 
called holy to the Lord”).’  You all remember the ten plagues and the 10th plague of the 
Passover.  God instituted the sacrifice of a Passover lamb to take the place of the firstborn 
dying in judgement.  Well, as a perpetual reminder of God rescuing Israel with a strong 
hand from Egypt it was perpetually required that all the firstborn were to be redeemed.  
Numb. 18:15-16, ‘Everything that opens the womb of all flesh, whether man or beast, which
they offer to the Lord, shall be yours. Nevertheless, the firstborn of man you shall redeem, 



and the firstborn of unclean animals you shall redeem. 16 And their redemption price (at a 
month old you shall redeem them) you shall fix at five shekels in silver, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary, which is twenty gerahs.’  God claimed all the firstborn and gave 
them to the Levites as provision unless the Israelites redeemed them.  All babies were to be 
redeemed, but all animals if not redeemed were sacrificed and the meat presented to the 
Levites. The ransom price was 5 shekels of silver.  Although poor Joseph and Mary would 
have saved up to pay this price.  Once again their commitment to obey the law of God is 
seen.  It would have been at the feet of these parents that Jesus would have been taught 
the law of God.  

Righteous remnant

This brings us to the central figures of Simeon and Anna, lets begin with Simeon, v25-27, 
‘Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous 
and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen
the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought
in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law….’ 

There were various groups of people in Israel.  You had the Sadducees who were your 
antisupernaturalists who rejected the miraculous and only accepted the first 5 books of the 
OT.  Then you had the Pharisees who were the ones committed to the traditions and the 
ceremonies and laws that made Jews pure.  You had the zealots who were political activists 
hoping to free Israel from Rome.  You had the Essenes who withdrew from the towns and 
lived in isolation and purity awaiting the coming of the Messiah.  You had the general tax 
collectors and sinners.  And in amongst them all would have been the righteous remnant.  
The Israel within Israel.  These would have been those who had a true faith in God who 
would have believed the OT promises and lived in expectation of God’s Savior.  Simeon and 
Anna were such as these.  Remember that the way of salvation is the same in both the OT 
and the NT, they would have been saved by God’s grace not by their meriting it, they would
be saved by the power of the Spirit working upon their sinful hearts to produce repentance 
and faith, they would be putting their trust in a God of mercy and His provision for their 
forgiveness through the types and shadows of the sacrifices, and they would have obeyed 
the laws of God and be living awaiting the coming day of the Lord.  

Simeon, whose name means, God has heard, was a man who lived in Jerusalem.  He is 
described as righteous, that is someone who obeys the law, and devout, which is literally 
careful/cautious referring to being careful to worship the Lord/God fearing.  We see that he 
was awaiting the consolation of Israel, this is code for the coming age of the Messiah.  We 
are told that the Spirit was upon him, a typical way for prophets to be described in the OT, 
and that he was given a fantastic revelation, that he would not die until he saw God’s Christ,
v26.  On the day that Jesus was brought to the temple we see that the Spirit led Simeon to 
meet them.  It was likely that they met in the court of the women in the temple.  

Simeon’s Spirit inspired praise is known as Nunc Dimittis, this comes from the Latin words of
the Hymn.  The words means, ‘now you dismiss….’  Incidentally the Latin word for dismissal 
usually spoken at the end of the Lord’s Supper is where we get our word ‘Mass’ from, from 
the dismissal, ‘Ite missa est.’  v29-30, ‘Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in 
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation.’  Both Anna and 
Simeon are elderly, we don’t know for how long Simeon has had to wait to see the 
fulfillment of the promise that he would see God’s salvation, but now it has finally come to 
pass, he has seen Jesus and now he is ready to die.  What a wonderful thought.  



Only those who have seen Christ are ready to depart in peace.  Are you ready to die?  Here 
is how we prepare ourselves, look upon God’s salvation in Christ.  Have you seen God’s 
salvation?  Many think that they can just die and it is God’s duty to sweep them off into 
heaven.  The Bible reminds us that all men must die, but then they must stand before God 
in judgement to give an account for every deed done in the body, every word spoken, every
thought and action.  We will have to give an account for the gift of this life and show 
whether we used it for self or for Him.  Here is the sad reality, we have all sinned and 
broken God’s law, there is none of us who has been righteous, there is none who can 
remove the guilt of one sin and pay sufficient reimbursement to God for our crimes against 
His rule.  And He is a holy God who will not lie and pretend we have not sinned but will do 
perfect justice.  You do not want to die if you are still in your sins.  You need to see Christ, 
you need to see the love of God extended to sinners where He is willing to pay for our 
crimes by His own death.  You need to see that He is willing to accept any sinner if they will 
repent and believe.  Will you take this offer of forgiveness?  Will you look upon God’s 
salvation?  Like the Jews who looked upon the bronze serpent will you look and be saved?  

If you ask God to have mercy upon you for Christ’s sake, then God takes your whole life of 
sin and nails it to the cross, He pays for it in full, and the burden of having to pay for your 
crimes and wash them away is removed from you as He does it for you in Christ.  It is only 
then that you can depart in peace knowing that you will be safe on that final day.  Only if 
your sins are forgiven can you go through death to face God with peace.  

For the believer death holds no mystery and no power.  What happens at the time of death,
our spirits depart our bodies and go to God.  We will be absent from the body and present 
with the Lord.  There is a lie called soul sleep that tries to say that there is no conscious 
existence for us after death until Christ returns at the resurrection.  This is false.  Paul talks 
about absent from the body and present with the Lord, he talks about death being gain, 
Christ met with the thief in paradise on the day they died, and so said, Father into your 
hands I commit my spirit.’  Stephen given this example committed his spirit to God in death 
and so should every believer.  When our souls leave their body, this is called the first 
resurrection and they are glorified, they rule with Christ, they are the martyrs under the 
altar dressed in white crying out, ‘How long?’  They are the throng around the throne of 
heaven.  You can face death with peace because it cannot kill, Christ holds the keys of 
death and hades.  You can face death with peace because all sin be over and all temptation 
will be gone, all fighting will be done, and you will be at rest in His presence.  But you can 
face death with peace because you are going to see His face.  Archibald Alexander talking 
about what the saint can expect after death talks about our seeing Christ in this way: ‘…
there is one Person in the highest heavens, visible to all who enter that place, whose glory 
irradiates all the celestial mansions; whose love and smiles diffuse ineffable joy through all 
the heavenly hosts, and in whom every believer has an absorbing interest with which no 
other is compared.  On His head he wears many crowns, and in His hands He holds a 
scepter by which He governs the universe; but yet He exhibits, visibly, the marks of violent 
death which, for us, He once endured.  His name is The Word of God, King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, The Alpha and Omega, the Almighty.  And behold, all the angels of heaven 
worship Him.  And the host of the redeemed, which no man can number sing a song of 
praise to the Lamb, which no man can learn except those that are redeemed from among 
men; for the burden of their song is, ‘To Him that loved us and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood….  These are they that have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb.’  
Every redeemed soul, upon being admitted into heaven will for a while be so completely 



absorbed in the contemplation of that DIVINE PERSON, that he will be incapable of paying 
attention to any others.’1 

The time of your death is in the Lord’s hands just like Simeon’s.   

Next we have Anna, this is just an alternative spelling for Hannah which means grace.  Once
again we have in her another righteous saint and prophet.  She is of the tribe of Asher, a 
small remnant of one of the Northern tribes.  She was married for 7 years and then 
widowed, this would have been her early twenties.  Then until the age of 84 she committed 
her life to serving God in the temple in prayer and fasting.  She had lived a long life of 
faithful service and was faithful at the end as well.  What a challenge.  Old age like any 
other stage of life is one of service to God, listen again to Archibald Alexander as he 
challenges those who are older: ‘Let not the infirm and the aged say that they can now do 
nothing for God.  They can do much; and for ought they can tell, more than they ever did in
the days of their vigour.  It is a beautiful sight to see men laden with fruit, even in old age.  
Such fruits are generally more mature than those of earlier days; and the aged saint often 
enjoys a tranquility and repose of spirit, which is almost peculiar to that age.  David, or 
whoever is the author of the 71st psalm, prays most earnestly a prayer which should be daily
on the lips of the aged: ‘Cast me not off in the time of old age; forsake me not when my 
strength faileth.’  And again: ‘Now also when I am old and grey-headed, forsake me not 
until I have showed thy strength to this generation, and thy power to all that are to come.’  
Let the aged then tell to those who come after them, the works of divine grace which they 
have witnessed  or which their fathers have told them.  Let them be active as long as they 
can, and when bodily health fails, let them wield the pen; or if unable to write for the 
edification of the church, let them exhibit consistent and shining example of the Christian 
temper, in kindness and good will to all; in uncomplaining patience; in contented poverty; in
cheerful submission to painful providences; and in mute resignation to the loss of their 
dearest friends.  And when death comes, let them not be afraid or dismayed; then will be 
the time to honour God by implicitly and confidently trusting in His promises.’2 

Anna like Simeon is changed by her sight of Christ, where Simeon is ready to embrace a 
long awaited death, Anna is given new energy as thankfulness boils up into a desire to tell 
others about Him, v38.  Once again I would like to link our talking about Jesus to our 
thankfulness for Him.  When we think about evangelism, we usually go cold at the thought 
of having to publicly embarrass ourselves talking to strangers about the hardest topic which 
no one wants to talk about.  However, there is a more natural way, we can all listen to 
people who are passionate about something, we are drawn to their passion and can sense 
the importance of thing through the way it is impacting them.  And so it is in evangelism.  
Put yourself in Anna’s shoes.  She has been waiting, she is an OT saint, and now the most 
important event in human history has happened.  Sin had come into the world but God had 
promised a Saviour, and she has seen Him, He has come, God has kept His promises, the 
day of salvation has arrived, everybody needs to know about it.  You have tasted of this, 
you have known your sins forgiven, you have been filled with the Spirit to serve God.  This 
is a living reality for you, it is not merely theoretical.  Dwell on this this, let it overflow 
naturally into what you have to talk about.  

Righteousness rejected

1 Thoughts on Religious Experience, p255.  

2 Ibid., p250.



There is one last aspect of Simeon’s words we must address, and this is the harsh and 
ominous note of coming cnbflict and sorrow, v34-35, ‘And Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and
for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that 
thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”  

Three things stand out.  Firstly, the rise and fall of many in Israel.  This is thought to be the 
fact that Christ is a stumbling block and a cornerstone.  Those who will not believe will fall 
and be judged on the last day, and those who believe will be established on the cornerstone
and be glorified on the last day.  The surprise is that not every Israelite is automatically 
included and saved, there is a dark cloud of some Jews not inheriting the promises stated 
here.  V34 talks about a sign being opposed, what sign is this?  Is it the fact that God would
be born as a baby, or the innocent one hanging on a criminal’s cross, or that Jesus giving 
the sign of Jonah would die and be resurrected, or all of the above and more, we can’t be 
sure.
Secondly, we see a sword for Mary’s heart.  Sorrow for this mother is prophesied.  We know
that this is because this child is born to die, and as a mother Mary will have to outlive her 
child.  The opposition and resistance to Christ will result in His public humiliation and 
murder, but this is all necessary and all prophesied.  
Thirdly, we see that Christ is opposed and the result is that many hearts will be exposed.  
Our response to Christ reveals our hearts.  We have been looking at this gift of God, this 
Savior, who is God among us as a prophet, a priest and a king to come and save us.  What 
is your response?  Is it unbelief?  Will you refuse to believe the testimony of priests, angels, 
shepherds, and prophets and believe yourself wiser than them even though you live 2000 
years later?  Is it indifference?  Are you so caught up in the temporary inanities of this life, 
so drugs by constant pleasure, so distracted by your own pursuits that the seriousness of 
your need for a Savior goes unheard?  Are you antagonistic?  Like the Jews who think they 
know what sort of a savior they need, someone to set them free politically and socially not a
savior from sin, do you reject this Jesus because you think you know what you need saving 
from?  Or are you needy and thirsty and hurting and know your deep need for forgiveness? 
What is your response to Christ?  Will Christ be for you a stumbling stone resulting in your 
judgment or a cornerstone resulting in your salvation?  You must choose!           
              

      


