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In the last lesson we talked about tattle tales. In this lesson, I want to take a look at a closely 
related concept: minding other people’s business. Let’s talk about what’s at the heart of this 
behavior and then we’ll look more closely at how it might play out and how you can address it. 
 
Just as there are many different reasons why a child might come to you to tell about a circum-
stance, there are a variety of reasons why a child might involve himself in something that 
doesn’t directly affect him. Here are some. 
 

1. Subterfuge. She struggles with guilt or shame (either in general or in a specific situa-
tion) and redirects her attention to the mistakes of others as a defense mechanism. 
 
2. Power. He enjoys having some control over siblings and managing their behavior. He 
sees himself as a co-parent or deputy parent. 
 
3. Arrogance. She believes she is better, smarter, nicer than her siblings and therefore 
must continually advise them or correct them. 
 
4. Desire for praise. He wants to get credit for fixing the situation. 
 
5. Desire for convenience. She’s tired of hearing the arguing or wildness and she just 
wants it to stop. (Ahem. Sound familiar?) 
 
6. Bitterness. He has an ongoing grudge against another sibling and is quickly irritated 
with any slight infraction on the part of that sibling, even if it isn’t directed at him. 
 
7. Desire to help. She is sad to see two siblings in conflict or a sibling making poor choic-
es and wants to do something to make it better. 

 
So what do these look like in practice and how can you guide and disciple the child involved? 
 

1. Subterfuge. First, let’s recognize that this isn’t a child-specific problem. In fact, it’s 
pretty common for moms to quiet the accusing voice of their own guilt by instead focusing 
on the faults and failures of their kids (ask me how I know). The only sufficient and lasting 
remedy to this problem is a reassertion of and trust in the gospel of Christ. 
 
We don’t have to turn up the volume to drown out the accusations of the devil or our own 
conscience. Instead, we can look our sins full in the face, run to the cross, cast down our 
burdens and rest in his faithfulness to forgive. 
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If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9 
 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Romans 5:1 
 
2. Power, Arrogance, and a Desire for Praise. These motives are actually all good 
things twisted by selfishness. Power used rightly can be leadership. Gifts like kindness and 
intelligence can bless others. God actually calls us to cultivate a good reputation and says 
that “even a child is known by his doings”. 
 
However, these are all cases of disordered loves - priorities out of order. We should praise 
what is honorable in their motives, and then encourage our children to use the gifts and 
personality strengths the Lord has given them to glorify him and bless others. 
 
3. Desire for convenience. There’s nothing wrong with wanting a quiet, drama free 
home. But when we act out of irritation, it demonstrates that we’re elevating our own com-
fort over the good of others. 
 
Remember the scene in Pride and Prejudice when Mrs. Bennett scolds Kitty for coughing? 
Who has it worse? Mrs. Bennett, who has to listen to the cough, or Kitty, who is experienc-
ing the cough and, also, presumably, having to listen to it? 
 
Remind your inconvenienced child that his siblings are far more inconvenienced by the 
fight in which they are engaged than he is. 
 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests 
of others.  Philippians 2:3-4 
 
4. Desire to help. This is a good thing. We want our children to be good Samaritans, not 
those who see a train wreck happening and rubberneck or cross to the other side of the 
road to avoid it. But sometimes their methods of approach lack sensitivity or skill. 
 
Here are some pieces of guidance you can give your children about helping with sibling 
conflict in beneficial and productive ways. 
 
- Pray. The one thing you can always do for a sibling in trouble is to pray. Pray for your sib-
ling or siblings to be able to see the truth and to be willing to repent if needed. Pray for ma-
ma to have wisdom to understand the heart issues and help with grace. 
 
- Speak only as a sibling. As I mentioned above, when we are under fire from guilt or ac-
cusations, it can be incredibly tempting to redirect attention to other people’s sins. A sibling 
who takes on a parental role unbidden is the perfect target. The children involved in the 
initial dispute may refocus on the meddling sibling. Teach your children that if they want 
the siblings involved to be able to look at the logs in their own eyes, they need to not step 
up and poke them with splinters. 
 
- Speak only as a mediator. While it may be very tempting to take sides or commiserate 
with one sibling at the expense of another, point out to your children that this actually pos-
es a very dangerous temptation to that sibling. God calls fighting siblings to repent and rec-
oncile. Gossiping and bad-mouthing the other sibling only makes it harder to be humble 
and seek reconciliation. 
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Did you notice that I missed addressing one of the reasons kids might interfere in the business 
of others? Yep, I skipped talking about bitterness. That’s because it’s a complex topic and de-
serves a lesson all it’s own. Stay tuned for more on that in an upcoming lesson. 
 
Print out the PDF activity below and use it as you talk with your children about the difference 
between meddling and encouraging reconciliation. 


