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A
fter what seemed 
like a lull, the issue of 
restructuring reared 
its head again mid 
last week when the 

Northern Senators’ Forum (NSF), 
after a two-day retreat that ended 
on Wednesday in Katsina State, 
said they were ready to discuss 
the issue of restructuring if the 
right cards were put on the table.

Describing restructuring as 
it is currently being proposed as 
ambiguous even to “proponents, 
without clear terms and direc-
tions on how to go about it”, the 
NSF said the North was not afraid 
of any “sensible and meaningful 
arrangement, provided it guar-
antees justice, equity, fairness and 
the unity of all Nigerians”.

It said the region would, in due 
course, take a “well-articulated, 
firm and common position” on 
restructuring, in collaboration 
with other Northern members of 
the National Assembly.

The forum also resolved to 
map out a Marshall Plan for 
development of the region, say-
ing the proposition would be 
carried out in partnership with 
critical stakeholders, its House of 
Representatives counterpart and 
the Northern States Governors’ 
Forum.

The resolution was contained 
in a communiqué signed by NSF 
chairman, Abdullahi Adamu.

This is not the first time voices 
from the North have spoken out 
on restructuring. 

On July 27, the governors 
of the 19 Northern states, at a 
meeting with traditional rulers 
of the region in Kaduna, said the 
region was not opposed to the 
restructuring of the country but 
that any restructuring should be 
done within acceptable criteria 
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Talk on restructuring rears up again
and must be fair to all component 
parts of the country.

“It is also my expectation that 
at the end of this meeting today 
and, God willing, tomorrow’s 
meeting of the governors, the 
forum and our esteemed royal 
fathers will adopt a consensus 
position on restructuring of the 
country that will be reflective 
of the general overall interest of 
the people of Northern Nigeria 
and which will attract popular 
acceptance,” said Ibrahim Shet-
tima, governor of Borno State 
and chairman, Northern States 
Governors’ Forum.

“It is of vital importance to ar-
rive at such consensus position 
because it is crucial to dispel the 
erroneous impression created and 
disseminated by certain interests 
in this country that the North is 
opposed to restructuring.

“Secondly, it is important to do 
so not only to accommodate the 
mainstream of Northern public 
opinion, our primary constituen-
cy, but to also counter the specific 
versions of restructuring, which 
generally seek to place the North 
in a position of strategic political 
and economic disadvantage, but 
portrayed as the only versions 
that can work for the nation,” said 
Shettima.

On July 28, the forum consti-
tuted a high-powered committee 
to collate views and comments on 
the state of the nation, with spe-
cific reference to the agitations for 
the restructuring of the country.

On September 13, the com-
mittee set up by the Northern 
States Governors’ Forum and 
the Northern Traditional Rulers 
Council to aggregate the views of 
Northerners on the restructur-
ing debate agreed to hold public 
hearings in the 19 states of the 
region.

Speaking after the inaugural 
meeting of the committee in Ka-

duna, Aminu Tambuwal, Sokoto 
State governor and chairman of 
the committee, said members had 
agreed to hold extensive consulta-
tions with stakeholders and lead-
ers of thought in member states 
with a view to coming up with 
acceptable position that would re-
flect the view of the entire North.

On September 28, at the North 
West Zonal Public Hearing on 
True Federalism held at the Kano 
State Government House, North-
ern states of Kano, Kastina, Jiga-
wa, Nasarawa and Benue said 
they would support restructuring 
in the condition that there would 
still be a strong Federal Govern-
ment.

Governor Abdullahi Umar 
Ganduje of Kano expressed sup-
port for “a strong Federal Govern-
ment founded on a clear respon-
sibility and sufficient resources 
to guarantee the development of 
the federating units”. Governor 
Aminu Masari of Katsina, while 
calling for an arrangement that 
would recognise the peculiar 
needs of the different federat-
ing units, said the powers of the 
central government must not be 
weakened in the process of the 
devolution.

For the records, the call for 
restructuring and true federalism 
has been around in the country 
for a long time. It was part of 
Chukwuemeka Odumegwu-
Ojukwu’s demands at Aburi-
Ghana prior to the outbreak of 
the Nigeria/Biafra war. It was 
one of National Democratic Co-
alition’s major demands in the 
months and years following the 
annulment of the June 12, 1993 
presidential election.

But at no time has it ever been 
as deafening as recently, with vir-
tually all sections of the country 
agreeing that it is the only way 
forward for Nigeria.

Afenifere, a pan-Yoruba social-

cultural organisation, has contin-
ued to insist that Nigeria needs 
a devolved structure and return 
to a parliamentary system of 
government.

In the South-East, notwith-
standing sustained agitations for 
Biafra in some quarters, promi-
nent political, intellectual and 
business elite in the region have 
also continued to demand a new 
structure where each state or re-
gion of Nigeria will be relatively 
autonomous with powers to 
largely develop and control its 
resources. 

Individuals in all the regions 
have also continued to speak out. 
Yinka Odumakin, spokesman 
of Afenifere, said restructur-
ing must take place before the 
next election because to pursue 
another election on the basis of 
the current constitution would 
mean that Nigerians would have 
signed for another four years 
under the same dysfunctional 
constitution.

“If we want to keep this coun-
try together, we must restructure 
Nigeria before we hold another 
election. The country is fall-
ing apart and it is collapsing on 
everybody’s head. The urgent 
business of now is to restructure 
Nigeria, and not holding elections. 
If you hold any election under this 
arrangement, you are just fast-
tracking the imminent collapse 
of Nigeria.

“It is those who cannot see, 
those who lack the mental mind-
set to understand where Nigeria 
is headed without restructuring, 
that are saying that it is not an 
urgent matter. We can’t afford to 
move on with Nigeria without re-
structuring. It is an urgent matter,” 
Odumakin said in an interview 
with BDSUNDAY in October.

Balarabe Musa, former gov-
ernor of old Kaduna State, said 
the demand for restructuring is 

CHUKS OLUIGBO
constitutional, fair and appropri-
ate, adding, however, the problem 
was different people have differ-
ent ideas of how to restructure.

“As far as we are concerned, 
the restructuring will require, 
first, reconciliation between 
Nigerians. Let Nigerians recon-
cile themselves and agree for an 
ethnic-free and progressive Ni-
geria. We don’t want any ethnic 
sovereignty. Let us unite. I will 
like a situation where every Nige-
rian is of Nigeria,” said the former 
governor.

“The second restructuring we 
require is political. The 36 states 
are not viable; we can’t even 
pay salaries of workers. Let us 
go back to the 1963 Constitution 
where we had regional govern-
ments. Each one of the regional 
governments we had then was 
capable of taking care of itself. 
Each one of them was economi-
cally viable. Let us go back to that 
arrangement. Each of the current 
zones would be viable enough 
without going to government at 
the centre. And again, let us have 
a centre which is capable of unit-
ing the country without being too 
powerful,” he said.

Perhaps the only region where 
there have been muted objec-
tions to restructuring has been 
in the North, with many in the 
region fearing that restructuring 
meant economic emasculation 
of the North. That Northern ele-
ments are becoming more open 
to discussions on restructuring is 
a good sign.

By and large, restructuring 
has been a hot-button issue in 
the Nigerian polity. The sooner 
every section of the country joins 
in the debate and comes up with 
its position, the better. Anyone 
under the illusion that discussion 
on the need to restructure Nigeria 
will die a natural death had better 
have a rethink.
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L-R: Ajibola Olude, executive secretary, Association of Telecommunications Companies of Nigeria, ATCON, 
presenting the Nigeria Tech Innovation and Telecom Award for Internet Service Provider of the Year to Ajay 
Awasthi, chief executive officer, Spectranet 4G LTE, and Mike Ogor, head of marketing, at the company’s head 
office in Lagos.

R-L:  Zainab Iliyasu being presented with her CWG Academy Professionals Certificates by the Group COO, CWG,  
Kunle Ayodeji, following her 3 months training graduation at the CWG Academy in Lagos.

L-R: Mohammed Badaru Abubakar, executive governor, Jigawa State; President Muhammadu Buhari; Abdullahi 
Umar Ganduje, executive governor of Kano State, and Sriram Venkateswaran, chairman, FullMark Group, during 
the inauguration of the multi-million naira state-of-the-art Amarawa Rice Mill located at Amarawa Village, Gezawa 
Local Government Area of Kano State.

L-R: Tony Udenze, Executive Director, Casers Group, winner in the Influence Contest organized to mark the 
group’s 30th anniversary, Aimien Evbodaghe, chairman; Enyi Odigbo; another winner, Jennifer Udechukwu; 
Ikechi Odigbo, vice-chairman, and other winners and stakeholders during the group’s 30th anniversary dinner 
and grand exhibition in Lagos.

L-R: Regina Jemide, Head of School, RiverBank School; receiving the certification plaque from Terae Onyeje, CEO, 
Wowbii Interactive, and Gbolahan Olayemi, managing director, Equipment Hall, during the formal certification of 
RiverBank School as a BuddZone, interactive learning environment, by Wowbii interactive in Lagos.

L-R: Adedoja Otedola, wife of a former Governor of Lagos State; Adebunmi Adekanye, representative of the Deputy 
Governor of Lagos State, and Kufre Ekanem, corporate adviser, Nigerian Breweries Plc, during the inauguration 
of a block of classrooms built by NB Plc, at St. Patrick’s Grammar School, Eredo, Epe, Lagos State.

L-R: Fola Rogers-Saliu, executive director, human resources and administration, SIFAX Group; Kennedy Iyeh, 
season 4 winner of The Next Titan entrepreneurship reality TV show;  Segun Akanji, divisional head of strategy, 
Heritage Bank, presenting the cheque to the winner of The Next Titan show.

L-R: Babatunde Fowler, Executive Chairman, Federal Inland Revenue Service, (FIRS); Julius Adelusi-Adeluyi, 
chairman MTN Foundation, and Bolanle Austen-Peters, CEO, Terra Kulture, at the Exclusive Opening Night of 
the MTN Foundation sponsored Fela and the Kalakuta Queens in Lagos.
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T
he People’s Dem-
o crati c  Pa rty 
(PDP) has de-
scribed as alarm-
ing, the approval 

of $1 billion by the National 
Economic Council for the 
fight against Boko Haram 
in the North East.

The opposition party 
therefore, called on the 
National Assembly to in-
terrogate the proposed dis-
bursement and subject it to 
thorough interrogation.

The PDP in a statement 
on Friday by its National 
Publicity Secretary, Kola 
Ologbondiyan, said the 
party was alarmed by the 
manipulative plot by the 
APC-led administration to 
secure approvals without 
recourse to due process, and 
for purposes of fighting the 
same insurgents it claimed 
to have defeated. 

The party also won-
dered why the APC-led 
Federal Government had 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja
to resort to the National 
Economic Council (NEC) 
while “avoiding the direct 
constitutional appropriation 
channel of the National As-
sembly for funding of items 
already provided for in the 
federal budget if it actually 
has nothing to hide.

“The PDP supports the 
fight against insurgency. 
We hold our officers and 
men confronting the terror-
ists and securing our territo-
rial integrity in high esteem, 
but we are concerned about 
the manipulative tenden-
cies connected with the 
approvals as well as the 
veracity of claimed purpose 
of the fund. 

“Nigerians would recall 
that the APC-led Federal 
Government had claimed 
that it has since defeated the 
insurgents.

“If it would take a bil-
lion dollar from a nation’s 
savings to kill what they 
long claimed dead, then we 
challenge APC government 
to come clean and tell Nige-
rians the whole truth.

“The era of lies and pro-

paganda is long gone and 
Nigerians now know the 
truth. The Federal Govern-
ment must be held account-
able and stopped from any 
move to fritter away our 
national savings”.

The PDP also noted that 
the development has rub-
bished the integrity of the 
current administration and 
demanded that it apologise 
to Nigerians for lying to 
them about the actual state 
of the fight against insur-
gency in Nigeria.

“By accepting the $1 bil-
lion for fighting insurgency, 
the APC-led Federal Gov-
ernment has admitted that 
it lied when it announced 
that it has defeated the 
insurgents. They should 
therefore apologise to Nige-
rians for giving them a false 
sense of security, resulting 
in their vulnerability to 
attacks by terrorists”, the 
party said. 

The PDP recalled that the 
three points upon which 
APC hinged their promise 
were security, corruption 
and economy and it is ap-

parent that they have failed 
in all.

“On the economy, they 
have taken us into recession; 
on security, Boko Haram is 
still ravaging our people; on 
corruption, the APC Gov-
ernment has only embarked 
on witch-hunt of the op-
position while enmeshed  
in monumental corruption 
thriving unabated right 
inside the engine of its ad-
ministration”, the party said.

It vowed to ensure that 
the APC does not continue 
to play with the intelligence 
of Nigerians, “who are only 
waiting for 2019 to consign 
them into the dustbin of 
history”.

On Thursday, the Nigeri-
an government announced 
that it had reached an agree-
ment with the governors 
of the 36 states of the fed-
eration to release $1 billion 
from the Excess Crude Ac-
count to be used in the fight 
against terrorist group Boko 
Haram in the country’s 
North East region.

Intimating newsmen on 
the development, the Gov-
ernor of Edo State, Godwin 
Obaseki, said the approval 
was given at the Federal 
Executive Council Meeting 
held at the Aso Rock Presi-
dential Villa and chaired 
by the Vice President, Prof 
Yemi Osinbajo on Wednes-
day, December 13.

But on Friday, the Chair-
man PDP Governors Forum 
and Governor of Ekiti State, 
Ayo Fayose, washed his 
hands off the matter.

Reacting through his 
Twitter handle, he accused 
the Federal Government 
of releasing the money for 
the re-election campaign 
of President Buhari instead 
of what it was allegedly 
released for.

Bello urges corps members to achieve self-dependency, financial freedom

G
overnor Yahaya 
Bello of Kogi State 
has admonished 
members of the 

National Youth Service 
Corps (NYSC) Batch ‘Stream 
1’  deployed to the state on 
the importance of foster-
ing national consciousness, 
charging them to “think 
national and think Nigeria”.

Bello made the call on 
Monday, December 11, 2017, 
at the  closing ceremony of 
the 1,711 corps members 
deployed to the state for the 
2017 Batch ‘B’ Stream 1, at 
the NYSC orientation camp, 
Asaya, Kabba.

Represented by Arome 
Adoji, Commissioner for 
Youth and Sports, he ad-
vised the corps members to 
remain patriotic and play 
active roles in skilled man-
power supply to enrich the 
public and private sectors of 
the economy during their 
service year.

“It gladdens the heart to 
observe obvious transfor-
mation in the lives of this set 
of corps members in matters 
of integrity, discipline and 
national consciousness. This 
is why this laudable scheme 
has remained a dominant 
force in national mobilisa-
tion, national growth and 
the promotion of national 
unity.

“The NYSC scheme is also 
noted for its unique role in 
achieving the development 
of communities among the 
corps members who are en-
couraged to work together 
as representatives of this 
country. Today, new vistas 
of opportunity for commu-
nity development efforts 
and self-improvement are 
opened to the new set of 
corps members.

“The introduction of 
Skills Acquisition and En-
trepreneurship Develop-
ment Programme for corps 
members with a depart-
ment solely dedicated to 
coordinating and managing 
the skills programme is a 
welcome development.

“I urge you to get into the 
efforts of the managers of 
the NYSC scheme to which 
stems the tide of unemploy-
ment among the Nigerian 

VICTORIA NNAKAIKE, Kogi

Experts restate place of 
entrepreneurship education in 
national development

E
ntrepreneurship 
Education has been 
described as a piv-
ot which develops 

in students an enterprise 
mindset, creativity, innova-
tion and business idea gen-
eration and creates in them 
the passion to start small 
businesses after school.

Jude Ezeigbo, chairman, 
National Parent-Teacher 
Association of Nigeria, Abia 
State chapter, made the as-
sertion at Ibeku High School 
playground, during the 2017 
All Secondary Schools Arts 
and Cultural Festival/En-
trepreneurial Award cer-
emony.

Ezeigbo urged well-to-
do Nigerians to invest their 
wealth in education, as it 
was the highest/best invest-
ment one could embark 
upon in life.

He encouraged parents, 
teachers, government of-
ficials and other stakehold-
ers to sustain the aims and 
objectives of education 
through innovation and 
diversification of school 
curriculum for the overall 
development of the child.

“From next academic 
year, the association would 
introduce another award 
tagged NAPTAN Award 
for Entrepreneurship. This 
is because entrepreneur-
ship is very relevant today, 
given the unemployment 
challenges that we face in 
the state and the country. 
Also entrepreneurship 
education if well imple-
mented would provide 
solution to the menace 
of youth restiveness and 
unemployment in the state 
and the country,” he said.

He commended the Gov-
ernor Okezie Ikpeazu for 
ensuring the existence of 

a conducive learning en-
vironment across the state 
and applauded the commis-
sioner for education, Ikechi 
Mgboji, for his thoughtful 
idea of the programme “Edu-
cation for Employment” 
which, he said, had opened 
a new window of opportu-
nity for all Abians to excel in 
their educational pursuits.

Ndubuisi Umezuruike, 
executive secretary, Sec-
ondary Education Manage-
ment Board (SEMB), in his 
welcome address vowed 
that the board would con-
tinue to create an even more 
outstanding school experi-
ence for talented students 
to foster creativity, critical 
thinking, problem solving 
and reasoning.

“This event is not only 
geared towards giving Abia 
youths a voice and a place 
in the national youth de-
velopment, empowerment 
and entrepreneurial pro-
grammes, but the board, 
being mindful of the current 
national and international 
trend in education, that is 
education centered around 
producing individuals who 
are job creators and not job 
seekers, therefore laid em-
phasis on this year’s celebra-
tion on what the students 
can produce by themselves,” 
he said.

Earlier in his remarks, 
B. A. Kalu, chairman of the 
occasion, said the theme of 
the event, “Sustaining Ex-
cellence”, was apt consider-
ing the numerous achieve-
ments recorded by SEMB.

Kalu, who is also Abia 
State president of All Nige-
ria Conference of Princi-
pals of Secondary Schools 
(ANCOPSS), added that the 
event would no doubt ex-
pose and harness the rich 
cultural and entrepreneur-
ial potentials of students 
which appeared to have 
been hidden before now.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

Member Boko haram fighters

youths, so that you are able 
to achieve self-dependency 
and financial freedom,” he 
said.

Bello also called on the 
management of the NYSC 
to revamp Corps Employ-
ers Forum and The Corps 
Members Forum, pointing 
out that the assemblies of 
this nature has improved the 
empowerment for positive 
change, and quality of life.

Oludolapo Ahile, the 
NYSC State Coordinator in 
her address earlier, stated 
that the NYSC orientation 
course had inculcated dis-
cipline in corps members 
and made them imbibe good 
work ethics for their pri-
mary assignment.

She also explained that 
it has equipped the corps 
members with practical, 
social and leadership skills 
required for the challenges 
of the service year.

Ahile stressed that the 
NYSC had strictly followed 
its posting policy which 
focuses on rural develop-
ment, and that “we are here 
to serve the people of Kogi 
by contributing towards the 
New Direction Policy”.

The state Coordinator 
also commended the gover-
nor for the camp renovation, 
construction of more hostels 
and camp officials’ quarters 
and the ongoing construc-
tion of the perimeter fencing 
of the camp.Bello
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Nigerians trust vigilante groups more than police – NOIPolls

R
esult of polls con-
ducted by NOIPolls 
has revealed that 
Nigerians have 

more trust in vigilante group 
than in the Nigeria Police.

Similarly, the polls result 
showed that 60 percent of 
Nigerians are unsatisfied 
with the way President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s ad-
ministration is handling the 
country’s economy.

Bell Ihua, chief executive 
officer, NOIPolls, disclosed 
this in Abuja while briefing 
journalists on the results of 
the NOIPolls 2017 national 
poll on governance and 
institutional performance. 
Ihua informed that “60 per-
cent of those polled said 
they were unsatisfied with 
the president’s handling of 
the economy”.

He said the methodol-
ogy for the 2017 National 
Poll involved face-to-face 
interviews, with a stratified 
random sampling tech-
nique conducted on Nige-
rian adults aged 18 years 
and above. The poll was 
conducted in all the 36 
states of the country and 
the FCT.

“All 109 Senatorial Dis-
tricts in the country were 
visited, and a total of 111 
Local Government Areas 
(LGAs) were visited, by se-
lecting 3 LGAs per Senatorial 
District – the headquarters 
of each Senatorial District 
(which is mainly urban or 
semi-urban), as well as two 

other Semi-Urban and Rural 
LGAs,” Ihua said.

“The poll was conducted 
in 5 languages – Hausa, Igbo, 
Yoruba, Pidgin and English; 
was conducted with a 95 
percent confidence interval 
and a margin of error of 
±2.38. The fieldwork for poll 
was conducted between the 
months of April and May 
2017,” he said.

The poll, according to 
Ihua, also asked Nigerians 
to rate their level of trust 
for organisations involved 
in providing security.

“The results revealed that 
the Military topped the list 
of such organisations with 
77 percent, followed by 
Vigilante Groups & Com-
munity Security with 64 
percent. On the other hand, 
Nigeria Police was identified 
as the security institution 
with the least level of trust 
with only 35 percent.

“It is worth noting that 
Vigilante Groups & Commu-
nity Security (66 percent), 
Private Security Contractors 
(52 percent), and Ethno-
Regional Groups like the 
Oodua People’s Congress 
(OPC) (48 percent) received 
higher levels of confidence 
from the general public 
compared to the Police (35 
percent),” he said.

He said the poll also reaf-
firmed Malaria as the most 
prevalent health challenge 
facing Nigerians by a sig-
nificant proportion of 81 
percent; with 63 percent 
accessing malaria tablets, 
30 percent taking injections, 
and 6 percent making use of 
native medicine to treat the 

FMC Abia celebrates Kidney transplant feat

T
he management and 
team of Doctors who 
successfully carried 
out the first kidney 

transplant at the Federal 
Medical Centre, FMC Umua-
hia, have expressed their ap-
preciation to the Federal Gov-
ernment, particularly the 
Federal Ministry of Health, 
and the general public over 
their reactions on the feat.

Addressing newsmen 
after the transplant, the team 
of over 45 medical person-
nel led by the Chief Medi-
cal Director of the hospital, 
Abali Chukwu said the reac-
tion of the Federal Ministry 
of Health and “huge reaction 
from the public” over the suc-
cess was overwhelming.

He expressed gratitude to 
the Ministry of Health, say-

that the transplants were en-
tirely free.  “FMC, Umuahia 
has not and will not charge 
them and will follow up on 
the patients for one year with 
medication to ensure that the 
kidneys continue to do well 
through the kidney Centre at 
the FMC” he said.

He also disclosed that the 
vision for the kidney trans-
plant  started in 2015 when 
the Centre was invited by 
the Teledo University, Ohio, 

ailment.
In addition to Malaria, 

other ailments identified 
include: Cough (4 percent), 
Cholera (3 percent) and Diar-
rhea (2 percent).

“Furthermore, on the 
effectiveness of the Power 
Holding Company of Nigeria 
(PHCN), 55 percent of Nige-
rians do not believe PHCN 
is an effective organisation; 
with 88 percent of the opin-
ion that PHCN is a corrupt 
organisation.

“As a result, 45 percent of 
Nigerians say they use alter-
native sources of power to 
augment the poor supply of 
power to households; with 

93 percent using petrol-
powered generators and 4 
percent using diesel-pow-
ered generators,” he said.

The poll also revealed 
that only 44 percent of Nige-
rians pay tax and 46 percent 
don’t pay taxes.

“On taxation, the poll re-
ported that only 44 percent 
of Nigerians say they pay 
their taxes compared to 46 
percent who say they do not 
pay taxes. 

And in line with this 
finding, only 36 percent 
believe that taxes are used 
to provide services and in-
frastructural development; 
while 47 percent are of the 

ing that the center relied on 
the Federal Government for 
the provision of the neces-
sary logistics for the hospitals 
Kidney Centre.

The CMD disclosed that 
the team was led by an Ohio 
United States partner Uni-
versity, Erondu Anosike, 
Chimezie Okwuonu, Acho 
George, Obiekwenna, and 
Ego Okam among others, 
adding that “The Federal 
Medical Centre, Umuahia is 
happy to announce the suc-
cessful Kidney Transplant, 
which is the first in the entire 
South East. Before now, 10 
hospitals in the country have 
done that and we are happy 
that the FMC, Umuahia has 
joined the number.”

Abali said that both the 
donors and recipients were 
doing well and would soon 
be discharged, pointing out 

LAIDE AKINBOADE-ORIERE 
Abuja

L-R: Charles Udoh, commissioner of Information and Strategy, Akwa Ibom State, who 
represented Governor Udom Emmanuel, (2nd right) cutting the tape to officially open the NUJ 
club House with him from Left is National President of Nigeria Union of Journalists,  Abdulwaheed 
Odusile, Chairman, NUJ Akwa Ibom, Patrick Alber and National Secretary of NUJ, Shaibu 
Usman Leman during the Opening Ceremony of National Executive Council Meeting of NUJ 
in Uyo, Akwa Ibom state Friday

Glo’s TV Series, 
Professor Johnbull, 
focuses on security 
agencies 

T
his week, the popu-
lar TV drama series 
sponsored by Glo-
bacom, Professor 

Johnbull, is zeroing in on the 
excesses of some military 
and paramilitary officers 
who use their uniforms to 
intimidate bus drivers and 
deprive them of their money.

Aptly entitled “Staff and 
Award”, the episode captures 
the unwholesome practice 
by people in uniform to de-
cline payment when asked 
to pay for rides in commercial 
vehicles. Rather than pay 
like every other commuter, 
the men in uniform, includ-
ing private security guards, 
show off their uniforms and 
ranks to the drivers and sim-
ply respond,  “Staff” (in the 
South-West) and “Award” (in 
the Eastern parts).

The programme tries to 
expose this anomaly and 
calls on security agencies and 
those in the paramilitary to 
educate their personnel on 
civil conduct as their uni-
form does not entitle them 
to free ride in public trans-
portation.

Scheduled for broadcast 
on NTA Network, NTA In-
ternational on DSTV Chanel 
251 and NTA on StarTimes 
at 8.30 p.m on Tuesday, the 
new episode of the Series is a 
satire of the arrogant attitude 
of some people in uniform.

In the episode, Samson 
(Ogus Baba) and Jeroboam, 
a.k.a. Boam (Osita Iheme), 
claim Award in a commer-
cial vehicle where two other 
men, a Forest Guard and a 
security guard, had earlier 
claimed to be Staff. However,  
the driver and his conductor 
vow to resist that. In order 
to collect the transport fare 
from the so-called staff who 
merely had mufflers round 
their necks, the driver ab-
ducts and illegally detains 
them, but Boam manages to 
escape.  It takes the interven-
tion of the academic and in-
corruptible judge, Professor 
Johnbull (Kanayo O. Kanayo), 
to secure their release, but 
not until after chastising 
them for being impostors and 
attemptingto deprive others 
of their means of livelihood.

A senior police officer 
who is invited to shed light 
on the Staff and Award syn-
drome, says it is illegal for 
anyone in uniform to refuse 
to pay for any service he or 
she has enjoyed, and draws 
the attention of the public to 
the recent  policy statement 
by the Lagos Police Com-
mand banning its personnel 
from refusing to pay when 
they board public transport.

A major highlight of Staff 
and Award is the love propo-
sition by Abadnego (Martins 
Nebo) to Elizabeth (Queen 
Nwokoye), Professor John-
bull’s daughter, who takes 
exception to Abadnego’s 
temerity and threatens to 
report him to her father.

…expresses joy to FG, public

opinion that taxes are not 
used for the right purposes. 
A further 16 percent re-
ported that they don’t know 
what taxes paid are being 
used for,” Ihua said.

Olumide Taiwo, a policy 
analyst, said Nigeria lacks 
data but the polls give poli-
cymakers the data and what 
to work on.

“What Nigeria lack is 
data. What we need to do 
is to bridge that gap and 
for the policymakers to be 
able to make use of the data 
generated by us,” said Chris-
tiana Ogbe, business head, 
corporate communications, 
NOIPolls.

…60% unsatisfied with Buhari’s handling of economy

USA, and after observing the 
programmes in the Hospital, 
the university extended the 
Centre an “invitation into the 
hall of fame”, hence the affili-
ation through Memorandum 
of Understanding, MoU.

 Abalis’ move was fol-
lowed by the training of four 
of the hospital personnel in 
the university “and other 
Centre’s in the country.”

He said that the partner-
ship was expected to last for 

about four years through 
what he called “skill trans-
fer” when FMC would have 
acquired the skill.

He pointed out that feat 
was achieved through 20 
percent participation of the 
local doctors, while 80% 
came from the Ohio univer-
sity personnel, adding “We 
are happy that our kidney 
transplants here in FMC 
Umuahia were successful 
and will continue to run.

“We are also happy that 
Obi Ekwenna of the Ohio 
University who played key 
role during the transplant, as 
well as another Abian from 
Ozu Abam, James Ogbuka 
Inekwe who donated large 
consumables for the Kidney 
Centre and all who partici-
pated in the transplant, even 
up to the driver are from 
Nigeria.
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INEC sack erring officials, register 21 new parties

T
he Independent Na-
tional Electoral Com-
mission has approved 
the immediate sack of 
two of its officials as 

well as the compulsory retire-
ment of another electoral of-
ficial for their alleged role in the 
double registration of Yahaya 
Bello, Governor, Kogi State.

The electoral body  however 

VICtorIa NNaKaIKE

Kwara Assembly passes into law ‘not-
too-young-to-run’ Bill, 10 others

T
he Kwara State House 
of Assembly has passed 
eleven Constitutional 
Bills including ‘Not Too 

Young to Run Bill’ transmitted 
to it by the National Assembly 
in the ongoing Constitutional 
Amendment in to law.

The Legislature, however, de-
ferred passage of the remaining 
four Bills, until a public hearing 
is conducted by the House to 
ensure stakeholders’ inputs.

The Bills passed by the legisla-
ture were  Financial Autonomy 
for the State Legislature, Legisla-
tive lmmunity for things said on 
the floor during plenary, Power 
of the Independent National 
Electrical Commission (INEC) 
to conduct bye- Election ,and 
Critical Amendment to facilitate 
fast dispensation of cases at the 
Supreme Court of Nigeria and 
other Courts.

Other  Bills also passed by the 
House, were Single Tenure for a 
Person who concludes another 
Person’s Tenure in the office 
as President or Governor, as it 
happened in the case of former 
President Goodluck Jonathan, 
as well as Change of name of 
Nigerian Police, without the 
word “Force”.

The House equally passed 
Preview of Election Matters, 
President Assent, Limitation 

of the Time to Present Budget 
of the Federation and States to 
ensure early passage of Appro-
priation bill, into law for early 
implementation.

However, the legislature de-
ferred its final decision on Ab-
rogation of State Joint Local Gov-
ernment (JAAC) Account, Au-
tonomy for Local Government, 
Independent Candidature and 
Establishment of the National 
Security and Civil Defense Corps 
Bills, to give more opportunity to 
stakeholders and members of the 
public to gauge their inputs and 
address their concerns.

It would be recalled that the 
Nigerian Union of Teachers 
(NUT) had during its peaceful 
rallies across the country, ex-
pressed concern, saying that the 
future of Basic education in the 
country, would be in jeopardy in 
the hands of Local Government 
Councils.

In his remarks after the pas-
sage of the Bills, the Speaker, Ali 
Ahmad thanked members for 
working tirelessly and reflect-
ing the views of majority of the 
people of Kwara State on vari-
ous national and constitutional 
issues.

The Speaker then urged the 
National Assembly, to expedite 
action in forwarding other Bills 
in the Constitutional Amend-
ment, especially on Devolution 
of Power, to the State Houses of 
Assembly for their inputs.

SIKIrat SHEHU, Ilorin

22.7m persons benefit from Lapo-cancer programme in one year

N
o fewer than 22,709,327 
Nigerians benefited from 
LAPO Community Cam-
paign for Cancer Control 

(LAPO-C4) project in four states 
of the federation including the 
Federal Capital Territory (FCT), 
Abuja, between November 2016 
and October 2017.

Sabina Idowu-Osehobo, Ex-
ecutive Director, LAPO, who said 
this during the midterm review 
meeting with partner Commu-
nity Based Organizations (CBOs) 
on Wednesday in Benin-City said 
a total of 51,260,875 million persons 
were targeted for the period under 
review.

Idowu-Osehobo said the pro-
gramme is being implemented 
in Edo, Imo, Lagos, Rivers and 
the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) and that 21,948,000 per-

s ons made up of 11,221,600 
male and 10,726,400 female 
benefitted from media aware-
ness creation out of the targeted 
50,620,796.

She added that a total of 10,262 
persons comprising 1,267 male and 
8,995 female out of the projected 
4,686 persons benefitted from 
screening; 9,106 made up of 1,498 
male and 7,608 out of the targeted 
14,597 were referred for screening; 
196 made up of 11 male and 185 
female were referred for treatment 
in reputable hospitals; while a total 
of 531,871 information, education 
and enlightenment materials were 
distributed to persons in the opera-
tional states.

The executive director of the 
organization however gave the 
breakdown of each states’ perfor-
mance in the period to include: 
FCT, 200,662 persons; Lagos, 115,709 
beneficiaries; Imo, 563,134 persons; 
Rivers, 137,428 persons; Edo, 286, 

IDrIS UMar MoMoH, Benin
147 persons and the headquarters 
of the organization, 21,948,000 mil-
lion respectively.

Idowu-Osehobo noted that the 
LAPO-C4 project was aimed at 
achieving its mission of improving 
the lives of the poor and disadvan-
taged population as well as reduc-
tion of cancer-related deaths among 
the general populace.

She explained that the orga-
nization was partnering with 13 
Community Based Organizations 
(CBOs) to carry out the cancer 
campaign programme and that 
the organization was establish-
ing and building the capacity of 
Community Campaign for Cancer 
Control (4) to continue with the 
project activities after the disen-
gagement of LAPO.

She however noted that 18 
community committees have been 
formed with plans to strengthen 
their capacity for effective service 
delivery in 2018.

said in a statement  that it could 
not take any action against 
Governor Bello as he still enjoys 
immunity by virtue of Section 
308 of the 1999 Constitution .

May Agbmuche-Mbu, INEC 
National Commissioner and 
member , Information and Voter 
Education Committee, also re-
vealed that the commission had 
approved the registration of 21 
political parties bringing the 
total of registered political par-
ties to 67 .

The statement read in part, “ 
Following reports of the alleged 
double registration by the gover-
nor of Kogi State in the ongoing 
Continuous Voter Registration 
exercise , the commission set 
up a panel of investigation into 
the involvement of staff in the 
matter .

“The initial report set up by 
the panel was referred to the 
appointment , promotion and 
disciplinary committee , which 
made recommendations to the 
commission.

“ While the governor of Kogi 
State currently enjoys immunity 
from prosecution, the commis-
sion approved the summary 
dismissal of two employees for 
acts of misconduct and the im-

mediate and compulsory retire-
ment of an electoral officer for 
acts of gross misconduct .”

INEC had in May accused 
Bello of registering at Wuse 
Zone 4 , Abuja on January 30 , 
2011 and in Government House, 
Lokoja on May 23 , 2017,  stat-
ing that the governor ’s double 
registration and doing so outside 
lNEC’s designated centres “are 
both illegal” .

Meanwhile the 21 new reg-
istered parties include : All 
Blending Party, All Grassroots 
Alliance , Alliance for New 
Nigeria , Abundant Nigeria 
Renewal Party , Coalition for 
Change, Freedom and Justice 
Party, Grassroots Development 
Party of Nigeria and Justice 
Must Prevail Party .

Others include : Legacy Party 
of Nigeria , Mass Action Joint 
Alliance , Modern Democratic 
Party , National Interest Party, 
National Rescue Mission , New 
Progressives Movement , Nige-
ria Democratic Congress Party 
, People’s Alliance for National 
Development and Liberty, Peo-
ple ’s Trust , Providence Peoples’ 
Congress , Re - Build Nigeria Par-
ty , Restoration Party of Nigeria 
and Sustainable National Party.

T
he Independent Electoral 
Commission (INEC) in Imo 
state has begun prepara-
tions for the 2019 general 

election.
 The State resident electoral 

commissioner (REC), Professor 
Chukwuemeka Ezeonu, stated 
this during the media forum with 
INEC organised by Development 
Dynamic.

 He said the preparation has 
become necessary in view of 
lapses that might occur during 
the election.

 He advised those involved in 
conduct of the election not to take 
any food while on duty because 
such food might be poison which 
might make them to sleep off 
while on duty.

 According to him, such a situ-
ation occurred in one of the elec-
tions that was conducted in recent 
time.

 On the issue of card readers, he 
said that INEC has recruited tech-

nicians who would effectively 
repair machines when the need 
arises in any polling booth.

 In his remarks on the occasion, 
the director of Development Dy-
namic, Jude Ohanele, described 
Anambra Governorship election 
as the free and fair when com-
pared with the last election in the 
state, a development he said was a 
remarkable improvement.       

2019 election:  Imo SIEC 
begins preparations
SaBY ELEMBa oWErrI

Ezeonu

Agbmuche

Odu’a investment gets new  Chairman

T
he board of Odu’a Invest-
ment Company has ap-
pointed Olusola Akinwu-
mi, as it’s new Chairman. 

He was a Director representing 
the State of Osun on the Board of 
Odu’a Investment before his new 
appointment. 

Akinwumi took over the mantle 
of leadership effective from Thurs-
day, December 7, 2017 from Segun 
Ojo, whose successful tenure as 
Chairman has now expired but  
Segun Ojo, however, remains a 

member of the Board.
The new Chairman who joined 

Odu’a in September 2016 now as-
sumes the Chairmanship of the 
Board. A versatile and resource-
ful team player,  Akinwumi is an 
accomplished administrator of 
note who shares the company’s 
vision, mission, values and goals. 
He is committed to the upliftment 
and sustainability of the business 
objectives of Odu’a Group; and our 
proud shareholder and stakeholder 
heritage.

He holds a degree in Technical 
Engineering from the Council of 
Engineering Institution, London 
[CEI] and also is a member of the 

aKINrEMI FEYISIpo, Ibadan 
Council for the Regulation of 
Engineering in Nigeria [COREN], 
member, Nigerian Society of 
Engineers [mnse] and a fellow of 
Highway and Traffic Technical 
Association, London.

He has served previously on 
the Board of companies within 
and outside Odu’a Group. He was 
a Director with Wemabod Estates 
Ltd (1980-1982) and Chairman 
(1992-1993), Chairman, Investment 
and Credit Corporation of old Oyo 
State, Chairman Africana Brewer-
ies Limited, Secretary to the Osun 
State Government (1999-2003) and 
Director on the Board of Nigerite 
Limited (2012-2016).



SUNDAYBD 8 Sunday 17 December  2017C002D5556

News 
Accord to ‘acquire’ aggrieved APC, 
PDP members in Osun - Chairman

D
espite the atmo-
sphere of uncer-
tainty that arose 
from pending court 
c a s e  i n s t i t u t e d 

against the proposed January 
27, 2018 local government elec-
tion in Osun, the state’s chapter 
of Accord Party has declared its 
readiness to participate in the 
poll, saying aggrieved members 
of All Progressives Congress 
(APC) and People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) would definitely 
come into Accord Party. 

BOLA BAMIGBOLA, Osogbo

FG withdrawing $1bn Excess Crude Account 
to fund Buhari’s 2019 election, not to 
fight Boko Haram – Fayose

E
kiti State Governor, Ayo-
dele Fayose has described 
the decision to withdraw 
$1 billion from the Excess 

Crude Account to fight Boko Haram 
insurgency in the North-East region 
as a means by the All Progressives 
Congress (APC)-led Federal Govern-
ment to fund President Muham-
madu Buhari’s re-election in 2019.

“For posterity sake, I wish to 
place it on record that I was not 
among the governors, who ap-
proved the withdrawal of almost 
half of our savings in the Excess 
Crude Account, which belongs to 
the three tiers of government to 
fight an already defeated insur-
gency,” he declared. 

In a statement issued in Ado 
Ekiti on Friday, and signed by his 
Special Assistant on Public Com-
munications and New Media, Lere 
Olayinka, Governor Fayose said: 
“Since they said they have defeated 
Boko Haram, what else do they 
need a whopping sum of $1 billion 
(over N360 billion) for; if not to fund 
the 2019 elections? 

“The APC promised to wipe out 
Boko Haram within six months, 
now it is 31 months and what the 
APC government is wiping out is 
the economy of Nigeria and the 
means of livelihood of the people,” 
Governor Fayose said.

The governor said N360 billion 
was equivalent to what the Fed-
eration Account Allocation Com-
mittee (FAAC) share to the federal 
government, 36 States and 774 Local 
Councils monthly, nothing that 
“Nigerians deserve proper explana-

tions from the Federal Government 
on the rationale behind spending 
such huge sum of money to fight 
an already defeated Boko Haram.”

He challenged the federal gov-
ernment to make available to Nige-
rians, how the money released by 
international donors for the fight 
against Boko Haram was spent, 
adding that; “Even the Transpar-
ency International (TI) once said 
in its report that some top military 
officials in the country were feed-
ing fat from the war against Boko 
Haram by creating fake contracts 
and laundering the proceeds in the 
United States, United Kingdom and 
elsewhere.”

The governor also alleged that 
the N50 billion kept by the Nigeria 
National Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC) in different commercial 
bank accounts outside the Treasury 
Single Account (TSA) on the direc-
tive of President Buhari’s Chief of 
Staff, Abba Kyari was part of the 
fund being kept to fund President 
Buhari’s election in 2019.

Fayose said: “Nigerians are 
alarmed by the revelation from 
the House of Representatives that 
President Buhari exempted NNPC 
from transferring N50 billion to 
the TSA, and the Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN), confirmation that a 
letter issued by the Chief of Staff 
(CoS) to the president, Abba Kyari 
conveyed the directive.

“Also, they are miffed by the 
federal government’s idea of with-
drawing $1 billion from the Excess 
Crude Account to fund an insur-
gency they said had been defeated.

MIKE ABANG, Calabar

Recall that three chieftains of 
the opposition People’s Demo-
cratic Party in the state, had ear-
lier dragged Osun State govern-
ment and the State Independent 
Electoral Commission (OSIEC) 
before an Abuja Federal High 
Court, seeking to stop processes 
for the local government elec-
tion because of the 37 newly 
created local council develop-
ment areas, which they claimed 
were not in tandem with the 
Constitution.

The Osun State Chairman 
of the party, Segun Fanibe re-
affirmed this while speaking at 
the South West Stakeholders’ 

Summit of the party held in 
Osogbo.

Fanibe, who also said his 
party was ready to ‘acquire’ 
both APC and PDP members 
who were dissatisfied with 
their  parties ,  said  Ac c ord 
would be offering its platform 
to good Nigerians with inten-
tion to serve.

He noted that many APC 
and PDP members in Osun state 
were unhappy with how their 
parties have been treating them, 
adding that Accord would shake 
the ruling APC in the forthcom-
ing local government poll, if the 
election could be free and fair.

 Dedication of St Bartholomew’s  Anglican Church  at 1 Bishop Awelewa Adebiyi Close, By Finiger Bus Stop   Satellite Town Lagos
L-R: Kene Ekwunife, chairman dedication planning Committee, James Odedeji, Bishop of Lagos West Anglican Communion, 
his wife Lydia, Vicar St Bartholomew’s  Anglican Church  Satellite Town ,The Ven.Chudi Obi his wife. Ebelechukwu, during the 
dedication of the Church Building in Lagos.

Catholic Church decries deplorable state of Nigerian prisons

T
he Catholic Church of 
Nigeria has decried the 
deplorable state of prisons 
condition and the inhu-

man and unjust treatment of their 
inmates by the prisons authority 
in all the thirty six state and the 
Federal capital territory Abuja.

The Catholic Church of Nige-
ria over the weekend   raised a 
seven point agenda as burning 
issues affecting the country for 
the federal government’s urgent 
attention.

 The  issues as contained in its 
communiqué issued at the end of 
the 2017 Annual General Meeting 
of Justice Development and Peace 
Commissions (JDPC)/Caritas Ni-
geria, the relief and development 
agencies of the Catholic Church 
in Nigeria recently and made 
available to some news men in 
Calabar, include, the attempt by 
the legislature to introduce local 
government autonomy, human 
trafficking/illegal migration, bad 
condition of our prisoners/prisons, 
internally displaced persons (IDPs), 
NGO regulatory bill, environmen-
tal degradation and kidnapping of 
catholic clerics.

The communiqué which was 

drafted by Matthew Ezea (Chair-
man Drafting Committee) and five 
others and signed by the National 
Director of Caritas Nigeria/JDPC. 
Evaristus Bassey said: “The wave 
of illegal migration is an indict-
ment on government at all levels, 
especially Edo State government 
and the immigration services, as 
well as the Federal Government. 
Government should make its pro-
grammess accessible to the teem-
ing youths who want to make a 
good living.

“However there can be no cure 
for youths whose only desire is 
to make quick profit and become 
rich overnight. Such youths use 
poverty as an excuse to indulge in 
all kinds of illegal behaviours but 
really, what stands out is greed 
and the refusal to start small. We 
call on government to be hard 
on human traffickers, especially 
the collaborators from within the 
security apparatus of government. 
We strongly appeal to the govern-
ment at all levels to immediately 
tackle the problem of unemploy-
ment which is at the root cause of 
this problem”.

The Catholic Church decried 
the deplorable state of prisons 
and the inhuman and unjust 
treatment of their inmates, par-
ticularly those awaiting trial in 

the country saying “the incessant 
and unlawful detention of people 
and the brutality meted out to 
them by the police is hereby 
strongly condemned. We join 
our voices in advocating for the 
probe of SARS and its review 
or eventual ban. The Nigerian 
judiciary is hereby encouraged 
to redeem the image of this de-
mocracy by ensuring the speedy 
dispensation of justice in accor-
dance with the Administration 
of Criminal Justice Act”.

On IDPs, the church observed 
with utmost dismay the reports 
on the incessant sexual harass-
ments and other unholy practices 
at IDP camps that have led to loss 
of confidence on IDP camps and 
many people affected by this, have 
once again become displaced and 
moving into new spaces seeking 
refuge, “|thereby causing internal 
conflicts in places like Nassarawa 
State between the host communi-
ties and the internal migrants. We 
call on government to ensure that 
this problem is handled properly”.

 The JDPC/Caritas noted with 
great sadness the re-emergence 
of kidnapping across the country 
and unfortunate twist is the kid-
napping of priests and Religious 
Sisters, who are gradually turning 
into endangered species.

Lions Quest Nigeria trains teachers in Lagos, Ogun

L
ions Quest Nigeria, imple-
menter of Lions Quest Skills 
for Adolescence, a pro-
gramme of the Lions Clubs 

International Foundation, recently 
trained 145 secondary school teach-
ers in four different locations in 
Lagos and Ogun States.

Lions Quest is a life skills and 
prevention programme. It teaches 
young people skills necessary for 
everyday success such as learning to 
accept responsibilities, setting goals 
for healthy living, building self con-
fidence, communication skills and 
service learning, managing emo-
tions, improving peer relationship, 
strengthening family relationship 
as well as making healthy choices. 
Lions Quest is a Social and Emo-
tional Learning (SEL) programme. 
It is in use in over 90 countries by 
educators. It provides foundation for 
dealing with anger and frustration, 
peer pressure, preventing negative 
behaviours and developing positive 
behaviours that increase academic 
performance.

Training of teachers in a 3-day 
intensive workshop is the most 
important step in the implementa-
tion process of the Lions Quest 
programme. This is because the 
programme is curriculum-based 
and teachers to implement it must 
be certified. Those certified are is-
sued international certificates which 

enable them teach the programme 
anywhere in the world.

These workshops were spon-
sored by Lions Clubs International 
Foundation LCIF, the charity arm 
of The International Association of 
Lions Clubs through a Core 4 Grant 
with funding from Lions and com-
munity leaders in Nigeria.

Implementation of the Skills for 
Adolescence of Lions Quest began 
in Nigeria in 2013 in private schools 
and as at today, more than 20 schools 
are implementing the programme. 
The plan is to introduce its imple-
mentation in public schools in the 
near future.  Well over 3,000 stu-
dents are currently benefiting from 
the programme in Nigeria. This has 
been made possible with the previ-
ous Teachers Training Workshops 
that were held in 2013 and 2015. 

The 2017 workshops were an-
chored by a Lions Quest Senior 
Trainer and Coach, Archana Bhatt 
from India as well as Kola Oyekanmi 
and Olapeju Paraiso. In order to 
reduce the associated costs of or-
ganising these Teachers Training 
Workshops in Nigeria and meet the 
expansion needs of the programme 
in the country, both Kola Oyekanmi 
and Olapeju Paraiso have also been 
certified as Lions Quest Trainers.

Suffice it to say that expansion 
of the implementation of the pro-
gramme in Nigeria will widen the 
scope of prevention on many youths 
from the risks of drinking alcohol, 
smoking and drug use and abuse.

MOdEstus ANAEsOrONyE
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UNEP Ogoni clean-up and 9 martyrs: 
Fury of MOSOP rises higher

S
ome 22 years down 
the line,  Novem-
ber 10 (1995) still 
evokes anger and 
temp er in Ogoni 

area of Rivers State. To the 
people, it remains a black 
day.

According to public re-
c ords ,  this  was the day 
the then Federal Military 
Government le d by the 
late  head of  state ,  Sani 
Abacha, resolved to deal a 
deadly blow on the Ogoni’s 
struggle for environmental 
injustice caused by decades 
of oil exploitations in Ogoni 
l e d  b y  S h e l l  Pe t ro l e u m 
D e ve l o p m e n t  C o m p a ny 
(SPDC).

Nine environmental ac-
tivists including a world re-
nowned playwright, Ken-
Saro-Wiwa,  were kil le d 
i n  a  g r u e s o m e  m a n n e r. 
Some media experts and 
human rights analysts de-
s crib e d the ki l l ing as  a 
group “murder by rascality 
camouflaged in executive 
explainable judicial abra-
cadabra”.

That singular act against 
humanity earned Nigeria 
yellow cards and wide con-
demnation from the Unit-
ed States of America, the 
European Union (EU) and 
other international orga-
nizations. The struggle for 
the environmental injustice 
was vindicated less than 
20 years later following a 
United Nations Environ-
mental programme (UNEP) 
report which attested that 
the Ogoni’s land space and 
natural ecosystem had suf-
fered unmitigated pollution, 
raped and abandoned to the 
hopelessness of the people.

 The struggle against the 
injustice has since become 
the project of the Move-
ment of the Survival  of 
the Ogoni People (MOSOP) 
ably supported by its arm 
k n o w n  a s  t h e  N at i o n a l 
Youth Council  of  Ogoni 
Pe o p l e  ( N Y C O P )  w h o s e 
leadership has vehemently 
stood its ground thus: “You 
can kill the prophet, but 
you cannot kill the mes-
sage”.

MOSOP under its leader-
ship and its president, Leg-
borsi Saro Pyagbara rolled 

out their usual non-violent 
approach on the 22nd an-
niversary commemoration 
of Ogoni Martyrs Day on 
November 10, 2017, in the 
Rivers State capital with 
far-reaching messages, re-
quests to both the federal 
Government and SPDC and 
the Hydro carb on p ollu-
tion Remediation project 
(HYPREP) body given the 
Ogoni clean-up job to ex-
ecute.

The MOSOP leader Py-
agbara in his address, ar-
t i cu late d  a m on g oth e rs 
that: the process of national 
healing and reconciliation 
w o u l d  n o t  b e  c o m p l e t e 
until the Nigeria govern-
ment clears the name of the 
Ogoni nine that triggered a 
massive international out-
cry followed by suspension 
of Nigeria by the common 
wealth of Nations from its 
membership.

He also said, it was time 
for the government to con-
summate the pro c ess of 
national healing and rec-
onciliation with the Ogoni 
people by formally clearing 
the names of  the Ogoni 
nine of any wrong doing 
and establish a national 
monument in their honour 
and memory, with a strong 
appeal to the Muhammadu 
Buhari-led Administration 
to set in motion the process 
for clearing the names of 
the Ogoni Martyrs.

On Ogoni oil assets, the 
MOSOP leader emphasized 
thus, “whilst shell remains 
persona-non-grata in Ogo-
ni Land, Ogoni oil assets 
cannot be partitioned and 
allocated like the partition-
ing of Africa to any inves-
tor without the free, prior 
and informed consent of 
the Ogoni people as guar-
anteed under the interna-
tional human rights law”.

Pyagbara reiterated that 
“MOSOP is not against the 
resumption of oil produc-
t i o n  i n  O g o n i  l a n d ,  b ut 
any resumption that does 
not involve a broad-based 
discussion with the Ogoni 
c ommunity leaders tak-
ing ac c ount that the oil 
industry and Ogoni had 
b e en in dispute and the 
issues surrounding those 
disputes  have not  b e en 
settled must be properly 
settled.

MOSOP warne d mem-
bers of Ogoni communities 
not to allow themselves to 
be deceived by any inves-
tor, saying, “it is our duty 
to learn from our past and 
f i n d  a  u n i t e d  p l at fo r m 
w h i c h  w i l l  p ro t e c t  o u r 
interests collectively. Our 
past sadly reminds us that 
when it is sought to divide 
us”.

He reiterates, “It is al-
most always easy to ex-
ploit  our strong res ent-
m e n t  a g a i n s t  s h e l l  a n d 

its  practic es to pitch us 
along the l ines of thos e 
p e rc e i ve d  t o  o p p o s e  o r 
support shell, support or 
o p p o s e  g o ve r n m e n t  o r 
even s o-calle d develop-
m e n t .  W h at  s h o u l d  b e 
clear is that any invest-
ment or development or 
resp onsible oil  exploita-
tion that is people-centred 
a n d  p e o p l e - d r i ve n  w i l l 
attract  the overwhelm-
ing support of the Ogoni 
People”, he assured.

On the on-going nation-
al  c ontentious issues of 
restructuring of Nigeria, 
the MOSOP leader said, 
Nine die d for a restruc-
tured Nigeria which will 
guarantee equity, justice 
and fairness by creating 
political space for the sub-
national entities to devel-
op their own space while 
ensuring prote ction for 
national  minorities  and 
indigenous communities.

H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t 
the Ogoni Bill of Rights, 
which is the basis of the 
Ogoni struggle, emphasiz-
es local autonomy for the 
Ogoni p e ople and other 
N i g e r i a n  c o m mu n i t i e s 
t h at  a re  t h re at e n e d  b y 
internal colonialism say-
ing, “It is only restructur-
i n g  t h at  c a n  g u a ra n t e e 
this, it is therefore facile 
for some people to claim 
that the basis of Nigeria 
e x i s t e n c e  i s  n o t  n e g o -

tiable. The whole process 
of nation-state building is 
a pro c ess of negotiating 
until we have arrived at 
the ultimate point of an 
authentic Nigeria-nation 
State.  It  is time that the 
government commenced 
the process of restructur-
ing the nation”.

Als o,  NYCOP through 
its Acting president, Mor-
gan Norteh, sp e cifically 
demanded the justification 
for shell’s resumption of 
laying oil  pip es in s ome 
of the communities with-
out proper Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIPA) 
made public to the Leaders 
of Ogoni people instead of 
operating through what he 
called “back door approach”.

Nycop also challenged 
HYPREP for claiming that 
it had trained 6000 youths 
which it regards as face-
less Ogoni youths saying 
it  has 3 C’s  -  Cons olida-
tion, conciliation and Con-
frontation approaches to 
re s olve  i s s u e s  wi th  th e 
HYREP and if all  faile d, 
shell would be given  two 
weeks suspension action 
n o t i c e  fo l l o w e d  b y  a n -
other two weeks protest 
against the NNPC Abuja 
Head Quarters,  the Fed-
eral capital,  after a firm 
decision taken by MOSOP 
but the cleanup must com-
mence before the end of 
December, 2017.

Wilbroad Ngambi in his 
remarks, on behalf of the 
United Nations Resident 
c o ordinator,  Dr.  Edward 
Kallon, at a memorial lec-
ture marking the Ogoni 
martyrs day said the UN 
recognizes the efforts of 
t h e  O g o n i  p e o p l e  w i t h 
regards to environmental 
protection which is in line 
with the global agenda on 
sustainable development 
linked with almost all the 
seventeen sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGS).

Kallon said the UN had 
noted reported environ-
mental effe cts on water 
quality degradation, de-
s t r u c t i o n  o f  ve g e t at i o n 
and agricultural land and 
depletion of fish population 
by oil spills in Ogoni land 
and other  c ommunit ies 
across the Niger Delta oil 
impacted region, stressing 
that, “the  UN remains com-
mitted to the clean-up”.

IGNATIUS CHUKWU/GODWIN EGBA,PORT HARCOURT
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The economic side of  ‘The Experience Lagos 2017’
F

or the 12th year running, 
The Experience Lagos has 
been one of the world’s most 
popular musical concerts and 

the world’s largest gospel music gath-
ering that brings together well over 
500, 000 individuals every year. 
This non-denominational event that 
holds every first Friday in the festive 
month of December had over 700, 
000 participants this year. The just 
concluded edition featured an array 
of best-selling local and international 
music ministers including Don Moen, 
Donnie McClurkin, Frank Edwards, 
Travis Greene, Chioma Jesus, Midnight 
crew, Tope Alabi, and the Lagos Metro-
politan Gospel Choir of House on The 
Rock church, amongst many others.

One may agree that the organisers 
made a good choice of December as 
the regular period for the event being 
naturally a month filled with hordes 
of economic activities. It’s considered 
everyone’s favourite time of the year. 
Generally, people are in a relaxed state 
of mind, winding down from the year 
and more willing to spend money and 
travel most especially if business has 
been good in the same year. Music 
makes us all happy, it’s little wonder 
that many people are enthusiastic 
and inclined to attend The Experience 
Lagos 2017 which has been considered 
as happy grounds of music, worship 
and very importantly, of networking.

Expectedly, there is another side of 
this gathering which attracts over half 

a million people in one physical space, 
which does not quickly come to mind. 
From the initial preparations, planning, 
strategising to the physical set up of 
venue, advertisements, invitation of 
artistes, traffic control, crowd control 
and many more, all include a bee-hive 
of human, economic and industrial 
activities. Directly and indirectly, The 
Experience Lagos 2017 came with 
loads of economic opportunities and 
benefits whose impact span across a 
wide range of industries. The horde 
of human, economic and industrial 
activities had a direct impact on social 
behavior, employment and individual 
standard of living for all involved for 
the duration of event.

The event supported over 50 jobs 
and SMEs including sound engineers, 
facility providers/managers, designers, 
catering, guest houses, medical and 
health vendors, mobile toilets, web 
and graphic designing etc. It created 
over 70 on-site jobs like hawking of 
food, selling CDs, juices and snacks 
recharge card, bean cake popularly 
known as ‘akara’, books and lots more 
from individuals who make the trade 
just to leverage on the opportunity 
The Experience Lagos 2017 provided.

Additionally, individuals and com-
panies saw it as a time of networking 
with the goal of meeting new clients 
and forming new partnerships, so 
they arrived the venue with flyers 
and advertising materials to share 
with people. During The Experience 

Lagos 2017 a popular malt company 
gave out free can malt drinks to over 
500, 000 people present. Information 
like that gets me thinking because I like 
money matters.

I quickly made a calculation of how 
much is involved. A can malt drink is 
sold for N 100 or N120, it varies based 
on location - but let’s work with N100. 
That is N100 multiplied by 500, 000 
people. The result is a whopping N50 
million. Some may say ‘why will the 
company waste so much money?’ tru-
ly, there lies great wisdom. To advertise 
for a new product on the popular Lekki 
roundabout costs about N 120 million. 
Now the company has used 50 million 
to reach over 500, 000 people directly. 
The key word is ‘directly’.

By giving the drink for free, the 
500, 000 plus prospective customers 
got a first real taste of the product and 
will be more inclined to purchase it 
when next they come across it. It’s 
psychology; the average person will 
naturally go for something they’ve 
tasted before and loved. From a 
personal perspective, it’s much more 
effective than placing bill boards’ 
advert. So the company saved 65 
percent of what it would have cost 
them and received more direct value.

The Experience Lagos usually has 
its own customised branded T-shirt. 
The organisers – House on the Rock 
church started this and announced 
that every church member should 
wear the T-shirt during the last four 

Sundays before The Experience Lagos. 
Guess what that did? It opened up a 
new angle of business - all the cloth 
designers got to work. As you approach 
the church’s entrance, you will notice 
that the various sections of the out 
court are filled with cloth stands by 
different vendors.

An old colleague of mine –Anayo 
who deals in cloth business, says, 
‘This is not bad business sha. This 
year I invested N180, 000 to make 
200 pieces of quality shirt plus I even 
bought mannequins and cloth stands 
to make my business attractive and I 
made over N 400, 000 in revenue. It’s 
not so easy because it’s not every time 
I see people who will buy my shirt but 
at the end it was worth it”.

Also, it opened up more oppor-
tunities for collaboration with the 
clients who patronise these vendors 
as noted by Anayo who leveraged 
on the opportunity The Experience 
2017provided to make T-shirts.

Finally, The Experience Lagos 2017 
was a modern day phenomenon. Its 
impact has been felt by everyone 
in Africa and in the world through 
several means of connecting to the 
program. It has improved lives, boosted 
businesses and added to economic 
growth and development. Personally 
I think that this event should be sup-
ported by government and replicated 
around the country, imagine the im-
pact it’ll have across the above listed 
sectors. It will be magnanimous.

On a mission to sanitise online journalism

A
ctivities of the online 
media platforms have 
become so worrisome 
that the Online Pub-
lishers Association of 

Nigeria (OPAN) has decided to take 
a bold step to bring sanity and raise 
the standard of the profession.

The digital or online media, com-
prising the Blogs, Twitters, Insta-
gram, among others have become 
a tool to disseminate fake news, en-
gaging in ethical infractions such as 
plagiarism/copyright infringement, 
misinformation, and sensationalism, 
among others.

They exploit and blackmail, and 
in some cases some people use these 
handles or website springing up 
everywhere for propaganda and so 
on. More worrisome is the fact that 
they damage the fabrics of what the 
legitimate ones stand on.

One of the instances of damaging 
activities of some online reporters 
was the rumour making the rounds 
in the month of May 2017 that 
something unpleasant has happened 
to President Muhammadu Buhari.

The Senior Special Adviser to 
President Buhari on Media and 
Publicity, Garba Shehu, in a series of 
tweets, cleared such rumour saying 
“is plain lies spread by vested inter-
ests to create panic.”

Perhaps it was due to this in-
stance and other irresponsible ut-
terances by groups and individuals 
using the social and online media 
platforms that made Federal Gov-
ernment to take a decision to clamp 
down on “hate speech” and to treat 
same as “terrorism“.

It is on this note and in his deter-
mination to sanitise the sub-sector 
that Austyn Ogannah, the President 
of Online Publishers Association of 

Austyn Ogannah

Nigeria (OPAN), is advocating that 
high ethical standards in online jour-
nalism in Nigeria must return so that 
eroding public trust can be restored.

Ogannah, 43, is also the Presi-
dent of media company THEWILL 
MEDIA and editor-in-chief of digital 
news website THEWILL (www.
thewillnigeria.com).

As the newly elected president 
and also a member of the board of 
trustees on OPAN - Nigeria’s premier 
association of digital/new media 
publishers and entrepreneurs, he has 
the task of achieving OPAN’s vision 
which is to restore eroding credibil-
ity, professionalism and trust once 
enjoyed by the digital media when 
it started over a decade ago.

OPAN’s goal is to instill the re-
quired high standards of quality, 
content and professionalism in the 
internet news media.

Founded in May 2010 and duly 
registered at the Corporate Affairs 
Commission (CAC) of the Federal 

a mandate to self regulate members 
to maintain high ethical standards 
in digital publishing and uphold 
the sacred values and principles of 
journalism.

Ogannah through THEWILL 
has contributed immensely to the 
acceptability and credibility that 
internet media enjoys presently in 
the country with dozens of quality 
reporting and breaking news to its 
credit.

He was one of the very first to 
report the death of former President 
Musa Yar’Adua, who died in office 
on May 10, 2010 and the first to ex-
clusively report on May 12, 2010, the 
international arrest and detention 
of a former governor of Delta State 
and highly influential member of 
the Peoples Democratic Party, James 
Ibori on charges of graft. Recently, 
THEWILL exclusively unmasked the 
National Intelligence Agency (NIA) 
as owner of the $43m found in an 
Ikoyi luxury apartment by the EFCC.

A graduate of the renowned 
University of Benin with a Bachelors 
Degree in English and Literature, 
Ogannah as most people who know 
him prefer to call him, has worked in 
the media space throughout his pro-
fessional career, starting as a political 
reporter with ThisDay newspaper 
and then rising to the position of 
special assistant to the chairman of 
the firm until he voluntarily resigned 
in 2006.

Speaking recently while briefing 
representatives of the media on the 
association’s upcoming Annual New 
Media Conference billed to hold in 
February 2018, Ogannah highlight-
ed some crucial points, stating: “At 
inception, the internet news media 
was highly respected and revered 
by the public for its doggedness, fear-
lessness and resilience in bringing to 
light events and news that ordinarily 
would never be published by the 

traditional and establishment backed 
print media because of the influence 
that powerful public and private sec-
tor figures have over their owners 
and top editors. For the public then, 
the independent internet media (we 
were often called internet warriors) 
was the only trustworthy source for 
untainted and unbiased reporting. 
Sadly, that same unfaltering public 
trust is fast eroding.”

“Today, every tom dick and harry 
is a news site blogger or digital media 
entrepreneur or about to open shop 
without understanding the basic 
tenets of journalism (Truth, Trust and 
fairness). They write poorly, publish 
fake and disseminate unsubstanti-
ated information, lack the capacity 
to create original content, plagiarise 
works of others, extort and black-
mail people with threats to publish 
stories about them that are often 
times fake amongst several other 
odious practices that have brought 
damage to the credibility of the genre 
and threatening to destroy the hard 
and noble work of the pioneers of 
this space.

“In fact, because of these unscru-
pulous practices by these misfits 
there have been growing calls from 
the public for something to be done 
urgently to curb the madness and 
chaos and it is that call that I am 
taking on headlong as President of 
OPAN.

“OPAN’s Annual New Media 
Conference, slated for February 
2018, is the platform amongst other 
initiatives that we intend to use to 
begin the debate because it brings 
everyone to the table.”

“OPAN has severally voiced its 
openness to work with the federal 
legislative and executive arms of gov-
ernment to enact an enforceable law 
that is fair and just and does not im-
pede the independence of the media 
in anyway whatsoever.

HOPE MOSES-ASHIKE

Republic of Nigeria on 14th of No-
vember 2011 by some discerning 
professionals who felt the time 
had come to define standards for 
the fastest growing engagement 
platform of our generation, the 
idea of OPAN was conceived after 
founders recognized and understood 
the shift in the mode and means of 
social engagement, disruptions and 
changes that was coming which 
would overlap with current laws and 
rules guiding conduct and practice 
and therefore sought to create a self 
regulatory body that would provide 
the means-tested standards for users 
and practitioners to operate by.

It took founders many years to get 
the model running due to wide con-
sultations amongst stakeholders, the 
public and private entities as well as 
learning from similar international 
bodies.

As a self-funded organisation, 
OPAN is modeled after similar in-
ternational media associations with 



N
igeria is in deep 
trouble and ur-
g e n t  a c t i o n  i s 
ne e de d to pull 
the youths out of 

certain doom; there is need 
to pull them out of cultism, 
drug abuse and sexual ras-
cality.

To  a t t e m p t  t h e  t a s k , 
c h u rc h  l e a d e r s  c a m e  t o -
gether in Port Harcourt last 
we ekend and c ondemne d 
the ugly trend of mass re-
cruitment of children into 
cultism and bloody clashes, 
saying most killings are now 
carried out by very young 
children.

The clerics therefore, de-
clare d in unis on;  “Never 
again shall parents bury their 
young ones in our land! Nev-
er again shall the lives and 
destinies of our young ones 
be cut down in their prime”.

The declaration was led 
by the Bishop of Evo Diocese 
(Anglican Communion), In-
no c ent U Ordu. This was 
the highlight of a keynote 
address at the school hall 
meeting organised by the 
Directorate of Civic and Po-
litical Affairs of the church.

S p eaking on the theme 
of the school hall meeting 
held at the Bishop Crowther 
Memorial Boys Secondary 
School (B CMBSS) opposite 
Shell headquarters in Ru-
mubiakani in Port Harcourt, 
the bishop said: “No more 
shall our young be cast. No 
more shall young ones in our 
midst allow themselves to be 
deceived and be destroyed. 
The time to act is now”.

The signs parents should 
look out for include: physi-
cal marks/sears, increased 
s p e n d i n g ,  s u d d e n  n e w 
friends, utmost secrecy, se-
curity consciousness, vio-
lent disp osition, lies,  and 
keeping late nights. 

Ordu, who narrated how 
his roommate in his univer-
sity years was found to be 
a cultist when a gleaming 
sword was discovered in his 
box, said cultists did their 
best to hide their member-
ship those good days. Now, 
he said, little young pupils 
even in primary schools in 
parts of the Niger Delta bold-
ly proclaim their member-
ship and openly hack people 
down. He said cult-related 
violence has been spiking 
in the national dailies to un-
precedented levels, saying 
law enforcement agencies 
could hardly cope anymore.

Ordu named campus pros-
titution or ‘Aristos’ as new 

trend that has taken over 
the universities, which sim-
ply means supplying young 
girls to rich men. He regret-
ted that when government 
dignitaries visit a city, it is 
university girls that are sup-
plied to the VIPs as ‘gifts’.

E n u m e r a t i n g  f a c t o r s 
boosting cult membership 
and prostitution, the bishop 
named ego and the hunger 
for relevanc e.  “You don’t 
need to be a cultist or armed 
robber to be relevant,” he 
said. He also said peer-group 
pressure was another factor, 
greed for material benefits, 
loneliness ,  laziness  with 
ignorance, unfounded prom-
ises, threats, and influence 
of cultist parents were other 
causes.

For blames, the cleric said 
everyone was  gui lty.  He 
h o w e ve r,  t ra c e d  t h e  u p -
surge to the return of politics 
in 1999. He laid the blame 
squarely at the doorsteps 
of families.  “To day, many 
parents do not have time 
for their children; they are 
careless about their develop-
ment, what they do and the 
kind of friends they move 
with. They do not look for 
the initial  signs.  Instead, 
they pamper and pet their 
children even when what 
they are doing is wrong”.

He said: “Our dear country 
is in deep trouble if urgent 
attention is  not  taken to 
safeguard the future of our 
youths. Who provides the 
platform for such reforms 
to start, when it is the same 
p o l i t i c i a n s ,  s c h o o l s ,  a n d 
churches, parents and soci-

ety that are responsible for 
the waste that ravages our 

youths today?”
He urged the youths to 

shun violence and evil acts. 
“Because of the enormous 
fetish practic es involve d, 
e s p e ci a l ly  d u ri n g i n i t i a-
tion, cultists do irreversible 
spiritual harm to themselves 
including madness.

Some res ourc e p ers ons 
who spoke on drug addiction 
said about 50 percent of Ni-
gerian youths were now into 
one form of drug addiction 
or the other, saying some 
parts of the north post over 
70 percent. They said drugs 
as chemical substances alter 
the balance of opinion of the 
addicts, especially the youth. 
They said the role of ego 
between id and super-ego is 
diminished such that addicts 
no longer exercise caution 
but see danger as normal. 
Drug abuse was mentioned 
as the mother of all evils. 
Some join the ring as addicts 
seeking to take a draw or as 
pushers seeking wealth fast.

Drugs experts revealed 
troubling statistics, saying 
w h e re a s  s e x u a l l y  t ra n s -

Church leaders’ concern over mass 
recruitment of youths into cultism, violence

mitted diseases claimed 1.5 
p erc ent of  the youths in 
Nigeria, HIV/AIDS claimed 
5.2 percent whereas drugs 
swallowed between 40 and 
50 percent of the over 100 
million youths in Nigeria.

The experts mentioned 
courage and recklessness on 
the part of youths who they 
said were already enthusias-
tic and often reckless in con-
duct and could go through 
the roof if drugs were added. 
It was mentioned that the US 
had long ago warned Nige-
ria to beware of its citizens 
become couriers, saying it 
was a prelude to turning the 
country into a consumption 
society.

It was further revealed 
t h at  d r u g s  b u s i n e s s  a n d 
the Rivers State p olitical 
violence had a connection. 
Experts said drugs took the 
centre stage before political 
thuggery feasted on it only 
for militancy and bunker-
ing to abs orb them. Now, 
they said, the drugs people 
and cultists of yesterday are 
transforming into the new 
political and traditional rul-
ers of today.

Many solutions were sug-
gested but it was made clear 
that the future actually be-
longe d to the few youths 
that would stay away from 
drugs, shun cultism, and re-
frain from sexual rascality.

“These will allow ego to 
do its  job and help them 
think with balance. These 
will take over the next gen-
eration. But they may have 
m a ny  p ro b l e m s  o n  t h e i r 
hands burying those who 
will destroy themselves and 
destroy others”.

On sexual rascality among 
the youths, Uchenna Nduka, 
a resource person, described 
i t  a s  b a n a n a  p e e l  o f  t h e 
youth, but said wise youths 
es cap e from the tempta-
tion. She gave tips on how 
the youths can escape from 
b eing rap e d.  She warne d 
youths against joining cult 
groups, saying; “If you be-
long, you won’t live long”.

An engineer, Paul Amen, 
speaking on challenges of 
new trends in cult activities, 
said: “Cultism makes you lose 
your identity. That is their 
mission.”

In his opening remarks, 
the head of the Dire ctor-
ate, Chuka Opara, a canon, 
lamented that precious chil-
dren were daily going down 
out of ignorance and that a 
lot of water was passing un-
der the bridge. “Many young 
ones now follow the wrong 
way. So, we want to open 
their eyes to reality”.

IGNATIUS CHUKWU
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M
ayosore Olatunde 
R a f i u  s t a r t e d 
rearing cattle in 
his  s e c ondary 
school days. As 

a routine, Rafiu would tend to 
his father’s cattle before and 
after school. After his second-
ary school in 2009, he set up a 
full-fledged agriculture-based 
enterprise known as Genius In-
tegrated Farms.

Rafiu would wake up as early 
as 6am to milk his cattle to get 
sour milk popularly called ‘nunu’, 
sour yoghurt known as ‘kindir-
mo’ or Yoruba cheese called 
‘wara’. These are rich in pro-
tein and loved by Iseyin people, 
where Rafiu hails from.

In spite of this preference 
by Iseyin, located in Oyo State, 
south-west Nigeria, it was dif-
ficult to put prices on these nu-
tritious products. Due to low 
incomes of the majority of people 
of the community, Rafiu would 
sell 150 gram of these drinks at 
N20 or N30. They were as cheap 
as a piece of 40 leaves exercise 
book. He had 35 cows but could 
not make money from milking 
them. This continued till 2014 
when changes began to occur.

A dairy-making company 
came to town and encouraged 
Rafiu to produce enough milk it 
could use as raw material for the 
production of liquid and pow-
dered milk.

Before then, much of the raw 
milk used by dairy companies 
in Nigeria had been imported 
from the Netherlands, the United 
Kingdom, the United States and 
France, among other European 
countries. Importation of such an 
item into Africa’s most populous 
country was expensive and de-
pended much on the state of the 
foreign exchange market. As of 
that time, one dollar exchanged 
for N199 and volatility was al-
ready happening in this market, 
spelling doom for many manu-
facturers who relied mainly on 
imports for their raw materials.

N i g e r i a  w a s  d e p e n d e n t 
majorly on crude oil for 90 
percent of foreign exchange 
and 75 percent of its revenue. 
Crude oil price was dropping 
and the naira was becoming 
weaker.So, local manufactur-
ers knew it was better to start 
sourcing raw materials locally. 

T h i s  w a s  w h at  b ro u g h t 
a  D u t c h  d a i r y  m a k e r 
FrieslandC ampina WAMCO 
to Iseyin community. The firm 
had been in a similar business 
since 2011 in Oyo State but 
only got to the c ommunity 
three years later.

Since 2014 when the dairy 
company came to Iseyin, Rafiu 
has been waking up earlier than 
5am to milk his cows and supply 
raw milk to FrieslandCampina 

WAMCO. He would use his alu-
minium kegs to supply tens of 
litres of raw milk to the company. 
He gets N100 for each litre and 
supplies at least 52 litres every 
day. He now has a ready market 
for his milk. 

Rafiu was also able to learn 
cross-bre e ding from Dutch 
farmers who came in from the 
Netherlands. He now regularly 
cross-breeds cows brought in by 
FrieslandCampina with Sokoto 
or Asha species.

One big advantage this meth-
od has brought to Rafiu is that 
he is able to get over 60 litres of 
milk daily. Each of his cows now 
produces 2 litres a day as against 
1.5 litres before. Hence the herd 

has become more productive 
than before. 

Agriculture experts define 
cross-breeding as a method of 
producing an animal or plant 
by mating of two different spe-
cies or breeds. They say that the 
major advantage of crossbred 
cattle is that they exhibit the 
strengths of all breeds from 
which they descend.

This has been what Rafiu has 
enjoyed. Currently, he makes at 
least N6,000 each day from sup-
plying milk to this company. In 
one year, he makes more than 
N2 million from dairy.

“The capacity the company 
has there is even more than 
what I can supply,” Rafiu told 

ODINAKA ANUDU is the language of the people of 
the community and other parts of 
the south-western Nigeria.  

Each day, Sadihu supplies 
300 to 400 litres of raw milk to 
FrieslandCampina WAMCO and 
makes at least N30,000. In one 
month, he collects at least N10 
million in one year.

His wife is also involved in the 
business and supports Sadihu in 
moving the litres of raw milk in 
aluminium kegs to the milk col-
lection centre set up by the dairy 
company in the community.

“The value of milk of a cow is 
three times that of the cow. Be-
fore now all we knew was beef, 
but now we can stand up and 
speak like professionals, and our 
women say they will never be 
idle again or go back to what they 
were doing before now,” Sadihu 
told this writer.

Isa Abdullahi is based in the 
farm settlement at Maya, another 
community in Oyo State where 
dairy-making is in vogue. He 
supplies at least 55 litres of milk to 
the dairy company, making about 
N5,500 every day.

“When I do my calculations at 
the end of each year, I find that I 
make more than a million from 
supplying milk. I never knew 
that this opportunity could come 
so quickly,” Addullahi, a Fulain 
herdsman, said in Hausa.

Nasir Kazeem, who stood as an 
interpreter, added that he himself 
supplies at least 50 litres each day. 
Kazeem said he has been in the 
business for three years and con-
siders himself a milk millionaire.

Owing to the lucrative nature 
of this business, which is opening 
new vistas of opportunities to 
herdsmen in Oyo, educated pro-
fessionals are abandoning their 
trade for milking cows.

Here is Suraj Ajiboye, a com-
puter scientist, who lives in a 
community known as Maya. 
Ajiboye has been in the business 
since 2011 when the dairy makers 
arrived at the community. Due to 
the potency of cross-breeding 
and the opportunity provided by 
FrieslandCampina, Ajiboye has 
gone deep into cross-breeding 
and makes a lot of money from 
that. He also produces a mini-
mum of 10 litres each day.

“We have become millionaires 
through supplying milk and our 
association with FrieslandCampi-
na WAMCO,” he told this writer.

Funke Majaro is a teacher in 
a secondary school in Oyo State. 
Majaro, who runs an agro-based 
firm called F$F Farms, went into 
cattle rearing not only because 
she was a farmer’s child but 
also needed to tap into the op-
portunity.

“When we were introduced 
to rearing cows, we didn’t have 
the intention of collecting milk 
until we came in contact with 
FrieslandCampina. They organ-
ised artificial insemination and 

me during a tour of the farm in 
the community.

“I used to worry about who 
would buy milk from me but 
that worry has gone,” he said.

Rafiu is not the only dairy 
millionaire in Oyo State. In 
another village known as Fa-
sola, located in Oyo West Local 
Government Area, south-west 
Nigeria, lives Abdullahi Sadihu, 
a Fulani herdsman.

Like Rafiu, Sadihu wakes up 
earlier than 5am to milk his cows.

Sadihu has 200 cows, six times 
more than Rafiu’s. He is a Fulani 
herdsman but does not move his 
cows about. His cows are all in a 
farm settlement in Fasola com-
munity. He speaks Yoruba, which 

Some of the Fulani dairy farmers

The making of new dairy 
millionaires in Oyo communities
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Milk collected in aluminium cans for onward supply to FrieslandCampina collection plant at Maya
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allowed us to cross-breed our 
cattle in our farm.

“We didn’t know as farmers 
we could make money from milk, 
as what we had known before 
then was to turn it into cheese. 
But now, we make money. Some 
of the people here have become 
millionaires,” she explained.

The situation is also favouring 
those in the value chain. Fatima 
Abu is a Fulani woman who sells 
milk. Abu does not milk cows 
but ensures that Fulani people’s 
cows are sold wherever there is 
a market. She sometimes moves 
raw milk out of Oyo State to sell 
as yoghurt or milk.

“I go to places where there are 
few cows. I make more money 
from there,” she said.

Apart from these millionaires, 
the industry has produced a huge 
number of small-scale enterpris-
es. A lot of these dairy farmers, 
especially the Fulani, produce 
between two and 20 litres daily.

Tijani Olokoto produces just 
three litres each day. Olokoto 
makes as little as N300 daily but 
plans to increase his productiv-
ity. However, he is banking on 

the realisation of the news that 
the community is setting up 
boreholes.

“They are planning to dig 
boreholes and I hope I can pro-
duce up to seven litres when this 
becomes a reality,” Olokoto said.

A Fulani woman who pro-
duces just 5 litres of milk said the 
income now helps her provide 
the basic things of the family.  

At another settlement called 
Akele, Danjuma Anjuru, a small-
holder farmer, has 20 local cows.

Apart from the situation just 
described, the money-making 
opportunity in these Oyo com-
munities favours the Fulani 
the most. Before the coming of 
FrieslandCampina, many Fulani 
women had no jobs to do. Those 
who had jobs were merely hawk-
ers in the streets of Oyo.

But Fulani women are now 
fully engaged in milk production, 
being the ones in the forefront. 
They wake earlier than their 
husbands, prepare meals for their 
children and move into the field 
to milk cows. In fact, they have 
the responsibility of taking raw 
milk in kegs to milk collection 

centres. They make their own 
money and use it to support their 
husbands.

“Our wives no longer give us 
trouble again,” said Abdullahi 
Tijani Jubril, one of the Fulani 
farmers settled in Iseyin com-
munity.

“ We us e d to have issues 
with them when they were 
idle or doing little things that 
gave them small income, but 
now that  they are making 
money, the trouble is less and 
is good for the family,” he said.

FrieslandCampina is a Lagos, 
Nigeria-based Dutch dairy firm. 
It commenced this programme 
and christened it Diary Develop-
ment Programme (DDP) in 2010. 
FrieslandCampina is currently 
doing this DDP Programme in 
five locations in Oyo State: Akele, 
Fashola, Isheyin, Maya and Saki.

The company brings Fulani 
herdsmen together and puts 
them in a particular settlement. 
These Fulani speak the local Yo-
ruba language and eat the local 
food of these communities. They 
are now part of their communi-
ties and teach their children the 

culture of the Yorubas.
The arrangement has brought 

relative peace in Oyo State. The 
Fulani are majorly based in 
northern Nigeria and across Ni-
geria, but are mainly nomadic in 
nature. They move from place to 
place with their cows and mostly 
down to the southern part of 
Nigeria in search of water for the 
cattle owing to climate change. 
Some choose to remain in the 
northern part of the country but 
in different states.

However, these movements 
often lead to destruction of farm-
lands and eating up of farm pro-
duce by cows.

In 2016, Imke de Boer, profes-
sor of animal science, Wagenin-
gen University, the Netherlands, 
and Janine Luten, managing 
director of Wageningen Acad-
emy came into Fasola and Iseyin 
communities.

This year, Gerben Smeenk and 
Herman Bakhius came in from 
the Netherlands to tutor local 
farmers on cross-breeding, arti-
ficial insemination, accounting, 
and cattle management.

Aisat Ibrahim, a Fulani wom-
an, is happy that the Dutch farm-
ers, who spent two weeks with 
her and others, have helped 
increase productivity.

In the first week of Novem-
ber this year, a clash between 
herdsmen and farmers in Ugaga 
community, Yala Local Govern-
ment Area of Cross River, left 
one person dead and several 
others sustaining various levels 
of injuries.

Still in the same month, 20 
people were killed and several 
others injured following a clash 
between farmers and Fulani 
herdsmen in Numan local gov-
ernment area of Adamawa State.

Many c ommunities have 
been sacked by such crises, but 
FrieslandCampina’s model seems 
to be working in Oyo State.

Another factor that is chang-
ing the narrative in dairy making 
is the marriage between local and 
Dutch farmers. Dutch farmers 
come from time to time to teach 
the local farmers new method of 
milking and cattle management.

“I learnt cross-breeding. Be-
fore, I used to produce 10 litres 
but now I have raised my produc-
tion to 20 litres,” Ibrahim, who 
spoke in Yoruba, said.

Olatunde Rafiu, earlier cited, 
said the Dutch farmers taught 
him and others that it is possible 
to make much more money in the 
business through

“They gave us their techni-
cal experience. They taught us 
pasture management and cow 
signals. They also introduced 
us to their input suppliers. They 
taught us how to feed the animals 
so that they will develop very 
well. They, in fact, tutored on 
pasture management, that is, the 
type of feed cows need to develop 
faster,” Rafiu said.

“We also started improv-
ing the genetics of our breeds, 
as much cross-breeding taking 
place,” he stated.  Fatima Abu (centre ) and some of the Fulani dairy farmers at Iseyin

Mayosore Olatunde Rafiu (front left) and some of the milk millionaires, with Dutch dairy farmers Gerben 
Smeenk (4th left) and Herman Bakhius (4th right) after a capacity training at Iseyin community. 

A Fulani woman milking a cow at Fasola village

Milk collected from Fulani farmers at Fasola
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C
riminals will stop at nothing 
to ply their satanic trade. They 
continue to devise measures 
to hit it big in their nefarious 
business of stealing and maim-

ing of their victims.
Many Nigerians are aware that kid-

nappers, who steal people for ritual pur-
poses sometimes hypnotise their victims. 
Some others use a chemical that has the 
capacity to knock out the victim for hours, 
once inhaled.

But not many Nigerians have heard 
of the latest tactic from the arsenal of 
criminals, with which they take effective 
control of their victims for 72 hours (three 
days)! Under the influence of the drug, the 
victims continue to do whatever they are 
directed to do, senselessly- like Zombie!

This dangerous development is already 
in full force in some parts of the country.

These were part of the disclosures 
made by experts at a recent gathering in 
Port Harcourt, Rivers State.

At the event, family heads were 
advised to tutor their members how to 
detect the dangerous chemical, under the 
influence of which a “possessed” victim 
sells off all family property, only for the 
entire family to regret forever.

Families were also warned against 
home bomb making devices and tech-
niques that allow young ones in the fam-
ily to undergo bomb-making coaching 
online while at home, only for families 
to find that they were breeding terrorists 
or bomb experts and pranksters right in 
their homes.

Eyo Prince (PhD), a security expert, 
who shocked a large audience at a Re-
deemed Men’s event in Port Harcourt 
recently in a paper titled ‘Zero Home 
Fatality’, talked about the dangerous drug 
called ‘Devil’s Breath’ (real name scopol-
amine) under which influence a victim 
would guide robbers into the home.

“Mind a drug called the ‘Devil’s Sub-
stance’. It makes you senseless for 72 
hours while you guide robbers into your 
house. So, buy perfumes from market 
instead of buying Scopolamine (devil’s 
perfume) by mistake,” he said.

Prince said the evil people using 
this device to rob usually pretend to be 
perfume sellers on street corners. They 
would persuade the victim to sample the 
perfume on the body. After which the 
victim becomes stupefied and senseless 
for 72 hours only to come back to his/her 
senses when the deed would have been 
done. He advised perfume lovers to buy 
perfumes from supermarkets instead of 
buying Scopolamine (devil’s perfume) by 
mistake.  

The expert also, at the Redemption 
Model Hall Parish of the Redeemed run 
by an Area Pastor, Lara Joseph, warned 
on some costly security lapses uncon-
sciously created by individuals in society, 
noting that security guards, maids, driv-
ers, and some other personal staffers have 
become new security threats.

“Who is your security guard, maid or 

how they moved with huge bank reserves 
with automated teller machines (ATMs).

Urging CEOs and family heads to treat 
their security men with kindness, so they 
do not turn to security threats, the expert 
said a man used special police to escort 
huge sums from a bank to his house in 
Port Harcourt only for the special police 
to come back at night to attack, but ran 
into soldiers brought in late by the smart 
CEO. One group wiped out the other.

He warned churches not to locate very 
far off due to new trend of abduction of 
people outside church premises. “Kidnap-
pers however, make money both ways; 
they release those who pay, and sell the 
parts of those who did not pay to buyers/
ritualists.”

‘Fatheric recession’
A pastor and family expert, Babatope 

Omotayo, brought a different angle to the 
collapse of the society, saying it was due 
to collapse of family values and morals. 
He said true fathers were in large scarcity, 
causing economic recession. He told the 
audience at the Redemption Hall in Ele-
lenwo that men are fathers and fathers 
head the nucleus of the society, the fam-
ily. Other fabrics of the society grow from 
the family; church, school, government, 
work place, etc.

“The centre can no longer hold in the 
world today because men or fathers have 
failed. Family is the centre and is failing; 
other parts of the society are falling away. 
So, when things fail, they call it economic 
recession, but I see ‘fatheric’ recession; 

weakness of men, weakness of father-
hood. The economic pillars are held by 
men, when men or fathers fail, the econ-
omy crashes. Men of Corinth knew this 
when they said that the people then could 
boast of 10,000 instructors (intellectuals) 
but no fathers. That is why Solomon said 
in Proverbs that a foolish son is the calam-
ity of his father. So, serve the Lord today 
and use kingdom principles of honesty, 
dedication, hard work, etc, so your sons 
and daughters will not be your calamity.”

According to him, “Know that what-
ever you have as assets, cash or talent, is to 
serve God. If you refuse to serve God, you 
will serve hunger, disease, strife, and you 
will serve your enemies as Deuteronomy 
warned. After all, the Israelites demanded 
to go and serve the Lord.” He said libera-
tion is never for nothing but for a purpose; 
to serve God.

He said marriage affects the society, 
and the nation. “It is what is produced in a 
family that pours into the society. It is the 
platform for teaching morals and values. 
The society teaches order and codifies 
behaviours into laws. The world works 
in principles: Remember that principles 
do not respect principals but respect those 
who respect principles.”

He said for a woman to be useful in a 
family, she must undergo transformation 
as taught in Judges. She has an order of 
progression: “Deborah means bee. Bee 
or Deborah transformed to a prophetess 
(born again), to a wife (mother) and then to 
a principal member of the society; judge”.

He concluded thus with admonition 
from Solomon, the wisest man that ever 
lived: “Marriage is built on love; love is 
sacrifice. So, don’t waste love if you are 
not ready for love.”

At another similar event in Port Har-
court, Might God Zonal Headquarters 
at Tank area headed by Timothy Israel 
(APICP), a family of experts on marriage 
counseling, the Obioras, said marriage 
is not to be churchy or keep born again 
antics in the bedroom. It is between man 
and wife.

The wife said research indicated that 
women complain of complements from 
their husbands. She said communication 
is key.

The husband, Obiora, said: “If you 
see marriage as a companionship, work 
on that basis, you will run smoothly for 
years. God has created us for his glorifica-
tion. How then is your marriage fulfilling 
this purpose? Note: Your children will 
copy your marriage.”

From Redeemed to Anglican Church, 
Christian leaders in Port Harcourt seemed 
to dedicate last week to fighting to save 
the family from rot and ruin. It is left for 
those who want to save themselves to 
go back to family values and morals to 
escape damnation that is on every corner 
in Nigeria at the moment; from drug ad-
diction, cultism, sexual rascality to exam 
malpractice and corruption.

An expert said those who will endure 
to the end would be the new leaders on 
earth and the sons and daughters of God 
in the world beyond.

Beware, criminals now use chemical that 
makes victims senseless for 72-hours

driver? Are they screened, do you know 
their home towns? Get experts to screen 
them. Phone repairs may bug your phone 
and sell the information. Always stay 
around while your smart phone is being 
repaired,” he also advised.

He recalled that a woman was mur-
dered for speaking loud on telephone 
with her forex dealer, making the guards 
to know about presence of Dollars. The 
guards, according to him, came in and 
killed her and made away with the Dol-
lars but were caught at the Imo River 
Bridge at Obigbo, trying to flee to the 
north.

He urged families to maintain low 
profile especially on facebook, choice of 
cars, etc. “Do not detail your movements 
and assets on social media.”

He also advised family heads to keep 
some cash on them at night or on high-
ways. “It may save your life. When at-
tacked, always cooperate. Do not add to 
danger by foolish bravery; but observe 
every detail. The robbers often kill after 
robbing due to annoyance by family 
members.”

Prince warned parents and families to 
watch their wards, saying many terror 
groups and gangs now recruit and train 
bomb experts online.

“Note that bombs are now easy to 
make. Internet coaching can lead to mak-
ing of home bombs,” he said.

He also warned families to know that 
armed robbers now use point of sale ma-
chines (POS) and warned persons to mind 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Security alert!
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Politics
Reactions trail registration of 21 
new political parties by INEC

R
eactions have 
continued to 
trail the reg-
istration last 
w e e k  o f  2 1 

new political parties by 
the Independent Nation-
al Electoral Commission 
(INEC).

Those who spoke to 
BDSUNDAY submitted 
that although the move 
will expand the nation’s 
political space, as it will af-
ford contestants and elec-
torates multiple choices to 
contest/vote at the elec-
tions, it could create prob-
lem for voters to identify 
the political parties of their 
choice in the ballot papers 
during elections.

They hinged their argu-
ment on the low literacy 
rate in the country.

In September this year, 
the Federal Government 
said the c ountry had 
about 75 million illiter-
ates, describing the figure 
as unbecoming and high, 
considering the country’s 
population.

In 2006, a survey con-
ducted by the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS) 
revealed that 53.3 percent 
of Nigerians are literate in 
English Language, while 
46.7 percent are illiterate.

“Constitutionally, it 
is in line with what the 
law says. But on the other 
hand, it may make it dif-
ficult for the electorate to 
differentiate the political 
parties, knowing full well 
that Nigeria has a low lit-
eracy rate.

“Even those who are 
students of Political Sci-
ence or those in secondary 
school, will not be able to 
put all those number of 
parties in their memory.

“Out of the 67, how 
many are viable? You can’t 
count up to 10,” Taiye Ode-
wale, a political analyst 
told BDSUNDAY in Abuja.

It would be recalled 
that on Thursday, the In-
dependent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) 
announced the Commis-
sion’s approval for the reg-
istration of 21 new political 
associations as political 
parties in Nigeria.

A statement by the 
Commission’s National 
Commissioner and Mem-
ber, Information and Vot-
er Education Committee, 
May Agbmuche-Mbu, re-
vealed that this was the 
outcome of the Commis-
sion’s weekly meeting in 
Abuja.

With this development, 
the total number of regis-
tered political parties in 

InsIde Aso Rock

WithTony Ailemen 

dul Usman, described the 
action as “what happens 
when you have leaders 
who are not thinkers”.

Recall that former Presi-
dent Jonathan had in 2014,  
borrowed $1b from exter-
nal sources to prosecute the 
war against Boko Haram, 
much of the funds went 
into the pockets of the then 
Service Chiefs.

The governors had re-
cently cried out to the Fed-
eral Government, to con-
sider those they described 
as “poor states” for another 
round of budget support 
that would enable them 
offset staff salary arrears 
and other allowances, espe-
cially this December.

It is on record that aside 
from Lagos and Rivers 
states, most of the states 
are considered as not being 
very financially stable, yet 
they did not make claim for 
funds to be taken from the 
Excess Crude fund for the 
purposes of dealing with 
the issue.

This fund has been de-
scribed as the most poor-
ly managed juxtaposed 
against how such funds 
from oil sales are managed 
across the world.

In Nigeria, it was esti-
mated that the country had 
earned about $61.7b, as part 
of excess crude income, be-
tween 2011 and 2015.

Government sp end-
ing from the fund is also 
shrouded in secrecy as gov-
ernment had persistently 
failed to disclose movement 
in and out of the fund save 
for some political and pub-
licity reasons.

These have been well 
captured in the 2014 Nige-
rian Extractive Industries 
Transparency Initiatives 
(NEITI) data, the report 
noted, just over half of pub-
lic revenues from oil and 
gas were distributed to 
the Federal Government 
and the rest were shared 
between the state and local 
governments

While it is clear that 
Nigerians are not averse 
to any measures aimed at 
routing the Boko Haram, 
the people will frown at 
any illicit action to defraud 
them, hiding under the 
Boko Haram war.

I
t is no longer news that 
the Nigerian Gover-
nors’ Forum approved 
a whopping $1 billion 

for the fight against Boko 
Haram.

What is news however, 
is the contradiction that 
arose from such approval. 
Many Nigerians are piqued 
by this turn of event, con-
sidering that a few days 
earlier, these same Gover-
nors were cap in hands at 
the presidency begging the 
Federal Government for 
bail out to pay December 
salaries of workers across 
the 36 states of the Federa-
tion.

Now, are you still sur-
prised?

Yet, the money, accord-
ing to Edo State Governor, 
Godwin Obaseki, was ap-
proved by the National Eco-
nomic Council (NEC), made 
up of the governors of the 
36 states of the Federation, 
the Governor of the Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) and 
some key ministers.

The excess crude mon-
ey, you may recall, is the 
differentials between the 
price of crude oil and the 
benchmark approved by 
the National Assembly.

Under the 2017 Budget, 
the National Assembly had 
approved bench mark ex-
penditure from the revenue 
derived from Petroleum 
product sale at $44.5 USD 
per barrel.

When the accountant 
general of the federation 
was summoned to the 82 
and last NEC meeting of the 
year, little did he know that 
he would be asked to empty 
the account.

He had appeared on the 
invitations of the gover-
nors to brief the council on 
the balance in the Excess 
Crude Account and like a 
very obedient servant; he 
had informed them that 
as at 13th December 2017, 
ECA, stood at $2.317billion 

Still on $1bn USD for 
Boko Haram

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja dollars.
He also told them that 

the current balance of the 
stabilisation fund account 
as at 13th of December 2017 
stood at N7.78billion.

Asked by State House 
Correspondents what the 
one billion dollars will be 
used for, Obaseki said “the 
funds will be used to pro-
cure arms,  training of se-
curity personnel, as well as 
the much-needed logistics 
for the prosecution of the 
insurgency that had rav-
aged parts of the North 
Eastern part of Nigeria.”

According to him, “NEC 
arrived at the decision as 
part of its contribution 
of the Nigeria Governors’ 
Forum to support efforts of 
the Federal Government in 
the area of security”. adding 
that “we are pleased with 
the achievement that have 
been made till date in the 
fight against insurgency 
particularly in the North 
East, the governors of Ni-
geria through their chair-
man announced at the NEC 
meeting that the governors 
have given permission to 
the federal government to 
spend the sum of $1billion 
US dollars in the fight of 
insurgency.”

President Buhari had 
lately informed the coun-
try that Nigerian security 
forces have degraded Boko 
Haram’s capabilities, even 
as he warned that they 
still posed serious threats 
through unconventional 
attacks on soft spots, tar-
geting civilians, markets, 
religious houses, amongst 
others, which have been 
their major targets in re-
cent times. 

N i g e r i a n s  h ave  d e -
scribed the action as “ir-
rational” and ‘inexplicable’. 
Elder statesman, Tanko 
Yakassai sees the action as 
‘self-serving’.

The President of Cam-
paign for Democracy, Ab-

Nigeria Renewal Party 
(ANRP),  Coalition for 
Change (C4C), Freedom 
and Justice Party (FJP), 
Grassroots Development 
Party of Nigeria (GDPN) 
and Justice Must Prevail 
Party (JMPP).

Others  are:  Legacy 
Party of Nigeria (LPN), 
Mass Action Joint Alliance 
(MAJA), Modern Demo-
cratic Party (MDP), Na-
tional Interest Party (NIP), 
National Rescue Mission 
(NRM), New Progressive 
Movement (NPM), Nige-
ria Democratic Congress 
Party (NDCP) and People’s 
Alliance for National De-
velopment and Liberty 
(PANDEL).

Also, the parties in-
clude: People’s Trust (PT), 
Providence People’s Con-
gress (PPC), Re-Build Ni-
geria Party (RBNP), Res-
toration Party of Nigeria 
(RP) and 

Sustainable National 
Party (SNP).

Another political com-
mentator, Francis Ojeifo, 
called on the electoral 
body to de-register politi-
cal parties that do not meet 
the minimum require-
ments.

This, he said, will re-
duce the number of mush-
room political parties in 
the country.

He said: “The National 
Assembly will have to 
come up with legislation 
that will peg the number 
of such parties. What is 
happening is that INEC is 
not doing its work very 
well because the provision 
that mandates it to register 
parties, also mandates it 
to de-register parties that 
have not shown presence 
anywhere.

“Because if you are a 
political party, you must 
be able to produce at least 
a member of state assem-
bly. I doubt if 80 percent 
of those registered parties 
have any member in the 
state assembly, not to talk 
of House of Representa-
tives or Senate.

“If INEC has been doing 
that, the number won’t be 
as large as it is now”.

Section 78 (7) (i-ii) of 
the Electoral Act 2010 (as 
amended) empowers the 
Commission to deregister 
parties that breach any of 
the requirements for regis-
tration or fail to win a seat 
in the National Assembly 
of state assembly elections.

President Buhari had lately informed 
the country that Nigerian security 
forces have degraded Boko Haram’s 
capabilities, even as he warned that 

they still posed serious threats through 
unconventional attacks on soft spots, 
targeting civilians, markets, religious 
houses, amongst others, which have 

been their major targets in recent times.

Nigeria has increased from 
46 to 67.

The statement listed the 
political parties to include: 
All Blending Party (ABP), 
All Grassroots Alliance 
(AGA), Alliance for New 
Nigeria (ANN), Abundant 

Political commentators 
cautioned that this worri-
some statistics pose serious 
threats, as the long list of 
political parties and their 
logos on the ballot paper 
will pose grave danger for 
voters.

Yakubu



1999 governors who have gone into political oblivion

S
ince the return of the coun-
try to civil rule in 1999, 
politicians have continued 
to struggle for power in 
such a way that irritates 

their compatriots. Although many 
of them have read volumes of books 
and listened to stories that stress 
the fact that earthly power and its 
allurement are ephemeral, they 
have always appeared “drunk” with 
the opium of power so much that 
they see power as a do-or-die affair.

A number of the politicians, who 
made headline news; who were all 
over the place staging one event or 
the other, and carried themselves 
as though the whole would was 
on their palms, have today slipped 
into irrelevance and nothingness. 
Is it that they retired to private life? 

The saddest thing of all is that 
their successors have learnt noth-
ing about the vanity of power and 
life generally. If they had been con-
scious of this, they probably would 
have been more reasonable in the 
business of governance. 

In Nigeria, the battle for gover-
norship has always been fierce. 
Successive elections have been more 
intense than what they were in 
1999. This, observers attribute to the 
increasing quest by politicians to con-
trol power for their own selfish ends 
other than service to fatherland.

Following the sudden death of 
General Sani Abacha on June 8, 
1998 and the subsequent ascen-
dance to the power stool by General 
Abdulsalami Abubakar, the return 
to a civil rule was made possible. 
Consequently, the gubernatorial 
election that was held on Febru-
ary 27, 1999 across the 36 states of 
the federation threw up eventual 
winners, many of whom have to-
day slipped into political oblivion 
despite the fact that they were vo-
cal, powerful and very influential 
while they were in power. This 
category of governors, since they 
left office, have not been able to win 
any other election particularly into 
the Senate of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria which appears to be 
the retirement chamber of former 
governors.

A few of them who were ap-
pointed ministers served briefly 
and since then, nobody has heard 
anything about them, and the 
country moves on.

Politics
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Lucky Igbinedion

Chinwoke Mbadinuju Attahiru Bafarawa Jolly Nyame

Niyi Adebayo Peter Odili

Today, some of them have either 
retreated from public life or are bat-
tling with the pangs of ill-acquired 
wealth and the consequences of 
their actions and inactions.

Although a number of them have 
neither won any other election 
since they left office nor enjoyed 
appointments from the Federal 
Governments, they have managed 
to keep their voices heard through 
their inputs in political discourse.

Orji Uzor Kalu and Donald Duke, 
former governors of Abia and Cross 
River States, respectively, fall into 
the latter category.

Victor Attah, born in 1938, was 
governor of Akwa Ibom State from 
1999 to 2007. He was a member of 
the Board of Trustees of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP). He was so 
vocal and influential that he was 
nicknamed “Mr. Resource Control”. 
But since he exited office, nothing 
much has been heard of him, except 
that he has switched party. He has 

since joined the All Progressives 
Congress (APC).

Chinwoke Mbadinuju was gov-
ernor of Anambra State from May 
29, 1999 to May 29, 2003 on the 
platform of the PDP. His tenure in 
Anambra was characterised with 
internal PDP wrangling, resulting 
in a failure of effective governance. 
Since he left office, he has quietly 
retired to his legal business, and he 
is never seen in political gathering 
either in his state or at the national 
level.

James Ibori was the Delta State 
governor from May 29, 1999 to May 
29, 20007. He was a very powerful 
governor and influential. His robust 
political career suffered a setback 
because of the jail term he served in 
London. Although he has started to 
make some appearances at political 
gatherings, particularly in his home 
state, he is yet to re-launch himself 
into the national space.

Lucky Igbinedion: He became gov-
ernor of Edo State from May 29, 1999 to 
May 29, 2007 on the platform of the PDP. 
Since his exit, Igbinedion has neither 
been appointed a minister nor has he 
contested an election into the Senate of 
the National Assembly. He voice is not 
being heard on political matters.

Niyi Adebayo: He governed Ekiti State 
from 1999 to 2003 on the platform of the 
defunct Alliance of Democracy (AD). He 
is today with the APC. Since he left office, 
nothing much is being heard of him in 
the political cycle.

Peter Odili: He served from 1999 to 
2007 as governor of Rivers State. In 
November 2006, Odili announced that 
he would run for president in the 2007 
election under the ruling PDP. However, 
a day before the PDP’s presidential pri-
maries held on 16 December 2006, he 
stepped down from the contest, paving 
the way for fellow governor Yar’Adua 
to emerge as the party’s standard bearer. 
Since he left office, Odili has not been 
active in politics, neither in his home 
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state nor at the national level. He remains 
a member of the PDP, the platform on 
which he governed Rivers. Odili was 
very popular and influential. Observers, 
however, say his current low profile on 
political turf may not be unconnected 
with the allegations bordering on corrup-
tion hanging on his neck.

Attahiru Bafarawa: He is a former 
governor of Sokoto State from 1999 to 
2007. In 2007, he was also the presidential 
candidate of Democratic People’s Party 
((DPP) which he founded.  He appears to 
have gone into oblivion, after seeking in 
vain to prosecute a presidential project 
on the platform of the Action Congress 
of Nigeria (ACN) in 2011. The former 
governor had lashed out at the leadership 
of the defunct ACN for fielding a political 
neophyte, Nuhu Ribadu, a former EFCC 
chairman, as the party’s standard bearer.

Jolly Nyame, was a two-term governor 
of Taraba State from 1999 to 2007 on the 

platform of the PDP. Today, he is a 
member of the APC. He has been 
embroiled in fraud allegations, 
which some observers say many be 
a huge baggage that is weighing him 
down. Since he exited office he has 
neither been appointed a minister 
nor has he contested election to go 
to the Senate.

Achike Udenwa was the gover-
nor of Imo State from 1999 to 2007 
on the PDP platform. He was ap-
pointed minister of Commerce and 
Industry on December 2008 by the 
late President Umaru Yar’Adua. 
He left office in March 2010 when 
Goodluck Jonathan took over the 
mantle of leadership as Acting 
President and dissolved the cabinet. 
Since 2010, Udenwa has become 
politically irrelevant. He is not of 
any political reckoning whether 
in the state or at the national level. 
Nobody even consults him.

However, of all the gover-
nors in the 1999 squad, 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu, a for-

mer governor of Lagos State, ap-
pears to have remained relevant 
up till today and has produced 
many political children and grand 
children.

An anonymous writer cap-
tured Tinubu’s exploits in politics, 
noting that he has excelled where 
his peers crashed out.

“By 2003, Tinubu was the only 
governor left in the AD. He was 
under pressure to decamp but he 
stayed. He built the party and it 
became stronger.

For the eight years that he 
ruled Lagos, he hired several 
people to work with him. I think 
he carefully picked them. Apart 
from using them to work in his 
government, he also groomed 
them for the future.

Eight years down the line, see 
where those Tinubu guys are 
today -

“Prof Yemi Osinbajo, SAN, was 
Tinubu’s Attorney General and 
Commissioner for Justice. He is 
today, Nigeria’s Vice President; 
Rauf Aregbesola was Tinubu’s 
Commissioner for Works. Today 
he is serving his second tenure as 
governor of Osun State;

Babatunde Raji Fashola, SAN, 
was Tinubu’s Chief of Staff and 
successor in office. He is today Ni-

geria’s Minister of Power, Works 
and Housing;

Lai Mohammed was Tinubu’s 
first Chief of Staff. He is today, 
Nigeria’s Minister of Informa-
tion,” the observer noted.

“Babatunde Fowler was ap-
pointed by Tinubu as Chair-
man of the Lagos State Internal 
Revenue Service. Today, he is 
the Executive Chairman of the 
Federal Inland Revenue Service; 
at the National Assembly, there 
are countless ‘Tinubu boys’ who 
have occupied and are still occu-
pying seats till today. Since 1999, 
the Tinubu camp has produced 
almost 98percent of the mem-
bers of the National Assembly 
from Lagos State,” the writer 
recalled.

“Forget politics, this man is a 
political enigma.

Tinubu has continued to con-
trol Lagos politics 100percent. 
Not only that, he managed to 
carry his boys along and today 
they occupy critical positions in 
our national life. Take it or leave 
it, Tinubu is today, Nigeria’s most 
powerful politician. It didn’t just 
happen by chance. He worked 
very hard for it. The hallmark of 
a true leader is not just the ability 
to rule well but also the ability to 
nurture and groom his associ-
ates,” the writer further stated.
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The drumbeat of 2019 in Rivers: 
PDP, APC in bitter war over SARS

Background:

I
t began as a secret whisper 
amongst topmost (political) 
camps in Rivers State. Now, it 
is shouted on the streets of Port 
Harcourt and at rallies; that the 

Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) 
in Rivers State must be won over or 
be destroyed as the only stepping 
stone for victory in 2019, especially 
the governorship diadem expected 
to pitch Gov Nyesom Wike of the 
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
against whoever the All Progres-
sives Party (APC) would throw at 
him.

Apparently to achieve this, the 
PDP and Gov Wike seem to fight 
with every drop of blood in them to 
dismantle SARS or at least remove 
the Commander, Akin Fakorede. 
On the other hand, the APC lords 
seem to fight also with every drop 
of blood in them to protect and keep 
SARS, especially the Commander.

From the whispers, security 
may be the least factor in the do-
or-die battle over SARS in the state. 
Instead, it is about 2019. Those who 
heard these whispers months ago 
and kept mum now hear it openly 
at both the PDP and APC rallies 
over SARS, they all say it is about 
2019. So, it is no longer privileged 
information.

 What Wike camp has against 
SARS

Gov Nyesom Wike has a long 
list of accusations against SARS as a 
group but against the commander 
in particular including the protest 
against the governor at the Govern-
ment House one year ago. The most 
stringent of the accusations is that 
SARS hijacked ballot boxes during 
the last rerun elections in the state 
which allegedly gave victory to the 
APC. SARS also hung around Chi-
buike Rotimi Amaechi everywhere 
and every time, giving him a huge 
advantage, especially making the 
wall around him impregnable.

 With strings of victory, the 
APC is looking like a threat and the 
overwhelming majority which the 
PDP and Wike used to enjoy and 
brag about seems to shrink badly, 
with the APC having two senators 
over PDP’s one.

The greater hint within PDP top-
notchers is that SARS could elimi-
nate anyone of knock important 
electoral kingpins out of circulation 
close to elections just to deliver vic-
tory to the APC. The loser can only 
go to court. PDP knows that the APC 
shouted foul over violent methods 
and counted dead bodies on the road 
to 2015 but only left it to fate as the 
PDP escaped with victory to Brick 
House. They do not want that kind 
of thing to happen to them now that 
the assets seem to have exchanged 
hands, and the reverse seems to be 

IgnatIus Chukwu

the case. So, the best option is to 
start the fight early.

The APC had always accused 
Wike and the PDP of having the 
backing of the various ex-militia 
and ex-militant groups in the state. 
Most of them were run out of the 
state by Amaechi as then governor. 
Such groups seem to have com-
mon enemy in Amaechi and the 
APC and thus would join forces 
at any election to wage electoral 
war with added muscles. The only 
hope by the APC is to break down 
this muscle to allow normal voting 
to take place. This strategy is inter-
preted by the PDP as a ploy to cage 
the youths and allow APC rigging 
machine to go unchallenged. So, if 
the Army will not be at the polling 
booths and the regular police would 
be too weak to act, it is only SARS 
that would have the legal right to 
move about and be at the polling 
centres with enough weapons to 
counter any civil gangs. These seem 
to be the hard calculations.

 Wike particularly says Fakore-
de with his SARS went about dur-
ing the rerun elections collecting 
ballot boxes and swapping results. 
This gave rise to two sets of results 
and court cases. The victory at the 
courts went depending on which 
result was accepted.

This seems to be why the fear of 
SARS is the beginning of electoral 
panic in Rivers State at the moment. 
What to do; strike at SARS first. To 
APC, protect SARS at all costs now.

 Previous issues with security 
units

 Since 2003, the ruling camp has 
been united until Peter Odili and 
Amaechi broke into two major fac-
tions; Celestine Omehia was with 
Odili, Wike was with Amaechi. In 
2012, Wike, fighting for his new 
ally, Goodluck Jonathan, broke 
away and later united with Odili/
Omehia against Amaechi. In this 
sense, all the gladiators today were 
once in the same kitchen cabinet 

and used to plot together. They all 
understand what they used to do 
with the security agencies and their 
heads to secure those landslide 
victories over the years.

Now, found in different camps 
but seeking same apple, each camp 
wants to first capture the security 
agency most strategic to elections 
before any other thing. As for pri-
maries, ethy know how to manage 
it to get their candidates through; as 
for the polling booths and results, 
they seem not worry about those 
ones. It is security that is the great-
est matter, they seem to reason.

 Before 2015, federal security 
units were loyal to Wike but Amae-
chi had one strategic unit that took 
orders from him, C4i. They were 
trained by MPD of Israel and had 
secret cameras that could detect 
anything and deter anything. 
Wike’s group spotted their threat 
towards elections and came out 
forcefully against them. At a press 
briefing in GRA 2, the camp ac-
cused C4i of plotting to assassinate 
President Jonathan and demanded 
for their immediate disbandment. 
This was done, and C4i died with 
both their good and bad potentials.

 Amaechi’s government also 
partnered with the FG to procure 
armed helicopters to track crimi-
nals and armed gangs day and night 
with infrared lights that could 
search out hidden things and send 
to a joint centre for immediate ac-
tion. As the heat of crisis between 
the state and Aso Rock heightened, 
the two armoured choppers were 
stopped from coming in, believing 
they would make Amaechi very 
strong securitywise. With C4i out, 
armoured choppers out, Amu Mbu 
on the throne as commissioner 
of police, Amaechi and his APC 
seemed deflated and the PDP won 
massively in Rivers State. 

 Balance of power
 Thousands of armed youths 

had embraced amnesty and were 

placed on monthly salaries. This 
made them loyal to the FG and PDP. 
Most of them such as Ateke Tom, 
now a monarch, had running battles 
with the then state governor, Amae-
chi. Close to 2015, Wike toured all 
the hideouts or camps and preached 
peace to them and they all turned 
into Peace Corps with Ndigbara or 
Osama Bin Laden of Ogoni a peace 
ambassador. Over 22,000 of these 
have now accepted Wike’s amnesty.

 Despite the fact that federal 
security units are all in the hands of 
the APC and Amaechi, Wike seems 
to enjoy the full support of the Peace 
Corps or former armed groups. They 
openly crave for him and say with 
him, they are prepared to work for 
development and maintain the 
peace. The only snag is that there 
seems to be less peace in the state 
with high violence rates.

 If these hundreds of thousands 
of youths or former armed groups 
are loyal to Wike/PDP, and the 
federal security units are loyal to 
the FG and Amaechi, it means that 
there is a kind of balance of power 
towards the elections.

 In weighing these powers, the 
Army will not get too close, the 
police seem weak; so SARS becomes 
the big factor. This seems to be the 
tilt of power that both the PDP and 
APC are after. This is one of the ways 
to understand the reason why SARS 
is the biggest topic on the table at the 
moment and will continue to be so 
to the elections.

 Fireworks: PDP
 The Government House in Port 

Harcourt and the PDP in the state 
have consistently fired fireworks at 
SARS and Fakorede. The latest came 
when the protest for and counter 
protest against SARS exploded on 
Monday, December 11, 2017.

The Government seemed to 
use Wike’s campaign group that 
brought him to power, the Grass-
roots Development Initiative (GDI) 
to move the protest against SARS on 

Monday, December 11, 2017. They 
protested what they called killings, 
kidnappings and electoral fraud 
allegedly perpetrated by SARS in 
the state. 

The Government statement said 
the protesters marched through the 
streets of Port Harcourt before ter-
minating at the PDP headquarters 
where statements were made by 
leaders. The protesters sang anti-
SARS Songs and displayed placards 
condemning SARs personnel for 
their devilish acts of lawlessness. 
They also demanded the immediate 
sack and prosecution of the Rivers 
SARs commander, Fakorede. 

Some of the placards read: “Sack 
Akin Fakorede now”, “Stop killings 
by SARs”, President Buhari call SARs 
to order”, “End the killings by SARS” 
and “End SARs brutality Now.”

President-General of GDI, Bright 
Amaehwule, berated the SARS 
for allegedly turning themselves 
into political criminals used by the 
APC to perpetrate crime against 
Nigerians.

He said that the pro-SARs rally 
in Port Harcourt by the APC same 
Monday confirmed that the brutal-
ity of SARs in the state was being 
sponsored by the APC. 

Amaehwule called for the im-
mediate sack and prosecution of 
the Rivers SARs commander, Akin 
Fakorede who was captured on tape 
committing electoral fraud. He said 
Akin Fakorede and his operatives 
must be held to account for their 
crimes against Rivers people. He 
particularly lamented the three 
Ogoni youths allegedly killed by 
SARs operatives because they 
stopped SARs from engaging in 
pipeline vandalism. 

In his remarks, the Publicity 
Secretary of Rivers PDP, Samuel 
Nwanosike, regretted that the Police 
High Command allowed SARs  to 
degenerate  into a deadly criminal 
gang. He pointed out that SARs has 
become a security agency used by 
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 Support SARS rally in PH

End SARS rally in PH, same day

the Minister of Transportation, to 
terrorise Rivers people and steal 
their mandate.

 While re-affirming the call for 
the sack and  prosecution  of Akin 
Fakorede, Rivers SARs Commander, 
Nwanosike  said Rivers people will 
never be intimidated by the crimi-
nally minded security gang. 

Wike himself has always fired 
salvos at SARS. He had in press 
conference brought to public no-
tice the signal allegedly sent by the 
Inspector General of Police X Squad 
wherein SARs in Rivers State was 
indicted for kidnapping one Ifeanyi 
and demanding ransom from him. 
The signal revealed that the SARS 
operatives later engaged the IGP X 
Squad in gun duel, leading to the 
death of a SARS operative.

Governor Wike requested the 
immediate transfer and prosecution 
of the Rivers SARs commander. He 
also called for independent inves-
tigation of the activities of SARS in 
Rivers State.  The IGP declined both 
requests.

 In response to the Inspector 
General of Police claim that he will 
reform SARS, Governor Wike ad-
vised Nigerians not to be deceived 
because the Police High Command 
has allegedly concluded plans to 
turn SARS into a deadly election 
rigging outfit in 2019.

 Simon Nwakauda steps in for 
PDP

Wike’s media aide, Simoen 
Nwakauda, has often pelted at the 
SARS commander. In a latest salvo, 
he wrote: “According to the 2016 
World Internal Security and Police 
Index (WISPI), the Nigeria Police un-
der the leadership of Ibrahim Idris is 
the worst in the world.

The Nigeria Police has become 
the headquarters of anti-people 
volcanic eruption of terror on a daily 
under the ill-guidance of Ibrahim 
Idris as Inspector General of Police.”

The media aide took the IGP out 
first before hitting at Fakorede and 
SARS. 

He said; “In Rivers State, the 
notoriety  of SARS is deep and 
unfortunate.  They kill and maim 
with reckless abandon.  They op-
erate in ways that make armed 
robbers look like saints. Under the 
cover of the police, they unleash 
mayhem on weak members of the 
public. They killed a taxi driver in 
Emohua and branded him a cultist. 
They stole bags of gari from poor 
market at Ahoada the other day at 
gun-point and they snuffed life out 
of a nine year street trader at Eleme. 
SARS operatives killed three Ogoni 
youths for daring to question them 
as they vandalised pipelines in the 
area. SARs in company of Minister 
of Transportation, Chibuike Rotimi 

Amaechi breached the convoy of 
the Rivers State Governor. 

“The Commander of SARs in 
Rivers State was caught on camera 
mishandling INEC officials after 
failed attempts to snatch results at 
the Rivers East Senatorial District 
Collation Centre. Fakorede and the 
Police would later manufacture 
results which the APC tendered at 
the Tribunal for the theft of the Riv-
ers East Senatorial District mandate.

When SARS  in other states  saw 
that Rivers SARS received encour-
agement from IGP Idris to unleash 
terror on the popular, they joined 
the show of shame. On a daily basis, 
stories of the brutality and criminal-
ity of SARS became part of the ugly 
existence of Nigerians.” 

 He said this led to nationwide 
campaign to end SARS, though some 
have alleged that the campaign was 
sponsored by Rivers State Govern-
ment. He denied this; “The #End-
SARs movement was born. This is 
entirely a citizen-driven effort to 
restore security across the country. 
Naturally, the beneficiaries of SARs 
criminality resolved to team up 
with IGP Idris to protect their estate 
of the absurd.”

To the state government, “To 
think that this IGP can reform SARS 
is akin to believing that Osama bin 
Laden can be an international ne-
gotiator for the peaceful resolution 
of conflicts.”

 Fireworks: APC
 The same Monday, December 

11, 2017, hundreds of Rivers people 
also took over the streets, protesting 
in support of SARS. This group was 
clearly moved by APC, just as the 
other group was moved by PDP. 
Nobody knows where neutral Riv-
ers people stand.

Statements from the protest-
ers said; “Hundreds took to the 

streets of Port Harcourt, Rivers State 
capital, in support of the vilified 
Special Anti Robbery Squad (SARS), 
demanding for the deployment 
of more personnel to the State to 
enhance security.

“Armed with placards with in-
scription such as: “SARS is fighting 
the enemies to save Rivers people, 
say no to end SARS”, “Without SARS, 
criminals will cripple Rivers State”, 
the protesters matched from Port 
Harcourt Polo Club down to the 
Police headquarters on Moscow 
Road, saying only criminals and 
their sponsors will clamour for the 
scrapping of SARS.

 “Rivers State All Progressives 
Congress (APC) chairman, Davis 
Ikanya, told the State Commissioner 
of Police, Zaki Ahmed that the 
party decided to join the pro-SARS 
rally because of the loss of lives of 
its members.

“He said: “Because we as APC 
lost the most in terms of number 
of lives, we are concerned about 
the call to scrap SARS. In 2015, over 
300 of our members were killed or 
beheaded. From 2015 till date, we 
have lost more than 400. One day 
alone in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni, we 
lost persons including my ward 4 
chairman, his pregnant wife, daugh-
ter and son,” he said.

Ikanya accused politicians 
opposed to SARS in the State of 
being afraid that they would lose 
grip of political power if free and 
fair polls were held in 2019. The 
Executive Director, Maritime Op-
erations, Nigeria Ports Authority 
(NPA), Sokonte Davis, stressed 
that prior to the advent of SARS, 
there existed manifold evidence 
of beheading of people across 
the State. He argued that only 
criminally minded individuals 
in society were opposed to the 
operations of SARS in the State.

On his part, former Labour Party 
governorship candidate in Rivers 
State, Tonye Princewill, stressed the 
need to reform SARS based on com-
plains by some section of the public, 
but kicked against the call for it to be 
scrapped. Princewill stated that the 
precarious security situation in the 
state makes it imperative for more 
SARS operatives to be deployed to 
the state to stem criminality.

The 2015 Rivers State APC dep-
uty governorship candidate, Asita 
Honourable Asita, stated that some 
of the protesters have been victims 
of kidnapping, robbery, attempted 
assassination. He said they have lost 
family members due to activities of 
criminals which SARS have tried to 
checkmate.

Asita stressed that if SARS was 
scrapped, living in the State might 
become hellish for residents and 
businesses.

The Rivers State Commissioner 
of Police, Zaki Ahmed, said contrary 
to the negative campaign against 
SARS, the police unit has since Janu-
ary till date, arrested over 1000 sus-
pected armed robbers out of whom 
about 500 are being prosecuted in 
court. He further added that over 
200 assorted lethal weapons includ-
ing AK-47 have been recovered.

Ahmed explained that any SARS 
operative who is involved in human 
rights abuse contrary to police eth-
ics would be sanctioned.

 He lauded the pro- SARS cam-
paigners and appealed to them to 
continue to support the police to 
discharge its statutory mandate of 
protection of life and property, ar-
rest and prosecution of offenders. 

 Lawmaker suspended for sup-
porting SARS:

 An APC lawmaker in the Rivers 
State House of Assembly, Chikere 
Azubuike Wanjioku, said he was 
wrongfully suspended for speak-
ing out against actions taken by 
the PDP-dominated house against 
SARS.

He issued a statement thus: “On 
the 4th of December, 2017 I was 
unlawfully and illegally suspended 
from the House by Ikwunyi-Igbani 
(Speaker) for expressing my opinion 
and the opinion of my party, APC, 
on the unnecessary altercation be-
tween the governor and the SARS. 
I am totally opposed to the house 
resolution on SARS.

Expressing his stand on the SARS 
saga, the lawmaker said; “The com-
munities I represent are purely agrar-
ian in occupation and today they 
live in fear of robbers, cultists and 
kidnappers. They are one of the food 
baskets of Rivers State but today can 
no longer go to farm, talk less of fill 
the baskets as women are raped daily 
in our farms (an abomination in Ikw-
erre land), Men are beheaded, young 
persons are kidnapped and made to 
pass through unprintable things that 
you cannot wish your worst enemy. 
These are the acts that formed my 
opinion on the need for continued 
existence of Federal Special Anti-
Robbery Squad.

“I stand firmly by my opinion as 
published on the Nation newspa-
pers of 22nd November 2017,page 
42 titled ‘leave us out of the petition 
on SARS’. I inconsolably oppose 
the resolution of the House on the 
issue which was premised on the 
malice of members without due 
consideration of the feelings of their 

constituents. While the resolution 
was passed the Speaker was heav-
ily protected and escorted to and 
fro work by men of the same Police 
while his constituents were left at 
the mercy of crime in the society. 
These expected police reforms I 
subscribe to but I do not subscribe to 
#EndSARS. These reforms I support 
but not the scrapping of the unit.

“In a society where dastardly 
criminal occurrence is a daily menu, 
the SARS is a necessity.  The Online 
Campaign against FSARS tagged 
#EndSARS Movement as suspected 
sponsored by the government of 
Rivers State has developed a life of 
its own and has necessitated the 
coming reforms or restructuring of 
the unit as proposed by the Inspec-
tor General of Police. 

SARS is a specialised unit of Ni-
geria Police responsible for combat 
of crime such as kidnapping, armed 
robbery, etal especially in our so-
ciety (Rivers State) where various 
shade of violent crimes is increasing 
at a rapid rate. With my stand and 
unlawful suspension I have become 
the first victim of this campaign 
in Rivers State, the action of the 
speaker and the house shows that 
tolerance for crime or encourage-
ment of crime is also increasing at 
an alarming rate. 

 “This state, My State, Rivers State 
under the present administration is 
sick and needs help. My constitu-
ents are left at the mercy of perpe-
trators of various violent crimes 
with the tacit approval of my fellow 
elected lawmakers who are said to 
have voted for my unlawful suspen-
sion. I am unlawfully suspended 
for supporting continued official 
protection of lives and properties in 
accordance with our oath of office. 

“We must all join as Nigerians 
living within this geographical 
spread to subvert this politics of ha-
tred and crime that has enveloped 
our state like the ‘black soot’.  We 
must, as Rivers people believe in 
humanity devoid of these unethical 
policies that have led to fraudulent 
primitive swipe of state funds, 
crude acquisition of wealth, non-
payment of salaries, non-payment 
of scholarships and have continued 
to encourage socially evil customs of 
beheading our sons and daughters. 
I feel for you, my constituents for 
crime at the invitation of the gov-
ernment in recent times have ended 
up being celebrated. 

“I promise to challenge this leg-
islative claptrap by the Speaker and 
his co-travellers in a court of law to 
bring to an end the segregation in 
the house and their support for the 
dismantling of law enforcement 
agencies. This recklessness by the 
Speaker relying on bogus orders 
of the house rules will not stand. 
He lacks the power to suspend any 
member of the house, as we do not 
represent ourselves but our con-
stituencies.”

Conclusion:
Nigerians can now understand 

why SARS, though in all states of 
the federation, as a special police 
unit, is a special matter in Rivers 
State. The soul of the 2019 governor-
ship election may be deeply buried 
in the SARS armoury. Whoever 
captures this Squad or destroys it 
may take hold of the ‘soul’ and win 
the election. On this account, it 
would be difficult to stop the war 
for or against SARS, in Rivers State 
in particular. Instead, more fiery 
developments may take place along 
the way.



Comment Send 800word comments to comment@businessdayonline.com
comment is free

Nigeria and the imperative of happiness

A 
latest World Happiness 
Repor t  (WHR) that 
rates 155 countries on 
the strength of their 
happiness status ranked 

Nigerians as the 6th happiest 
people in Africa and the 95th 
happiest in the world. Previously, 
in 2003, a World Values Survey had 
indicated that Nigerians are the 
world’s happiest people.

How the country rapidly slid 
from being the world happiest 
people in 2003 to currently being 
95th in the world should be a thing 
of immense concern to all well-
meaning and patriotic compatriots. 
There is, therefore, an urgent need 
for us to reclaim the lofty status of 
being the happiest people in the 
world. It is an aberration for us to 
lose that enviable position to any 
other nation for that matter. It is 
our birthright and we must do all 
within our powers to possess our 
possession.

This is why much commendation 
must particularly be accorded the 
government and good people of 
Imo State for showing the rest 
of the country the way forward 
in this onerous task to salvage 
our mandate as the happiest 
people on planet earth. The recent 
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appointment of a Commissioner for 
Happiness and Couples’ Fulfillment 
in Imo State represents a significant 
watershed towards the all important 
mission of retrieving our crown 
as the happiest species on earth. 
The state governor and his crop of 
ingenious advisers surely deserve 
an Oscar for coming up with such a 
deft and innovative move. It is simply 
quite nifty. 

T h e  I m o  t e m p l a t e  i s  a n 
enticing model  that  must  be 
swiftly duplicated by all  tiers 
of governments in the country. 
With recent rate of incidences of 
suicide, divorce, murder, rape, 
depression, kidnapping and other 
such discomfited cases across 
the country, it is quite obvious 
that a melancholic spirit currently 
pervades this once happy nation. 
It is, thus, quite imperative that 
something critical is done to redress 
the situation. We must not allow 
sorrow and gloom to take over our 
land. We are happy people who are 
known for our intoxicating aura 
of happiness, and happy we must 
remain.  

 Now, as soon as the federal 
g ove r n m e nt  s e t s  u p  i t s  ow n 
equivalent of  the Ministr y of 
Happiness, it must ensure that a 
very humorous, witty and charming 
personality is appointed as the 
Honourable minister to oversee the 
ministry. This is would be a very 
strategic move.  For one, it would 
help fast track the confirmation 
of the prospective minister by 
the National Assembly, as his/
her happy demeanor would easily 

disarm the distinguished legislators.  
Therefore, it is suggested that any 
of Ali Baba, Falz the Bad Guy, Omo 
Baba, AY, Funke Akindele or such 
other distinguished comedians in 
the country should be considered 
as potential nominees for the 
coveted office of Federal Minister 
of Happiness, Federal Republic of 
Nigeria.    

The ministry could be staffed 
by the brightest comedians and 
Nollywood players in the country. 
Possible names in this wise include 
Baba Suwe, Ozofia, Aki and Pawpaw, 
Pa Latin, Funke Akindele, Princess, 
and a host of others. You can 
bet, with such incredible array of 
irresistible and talented comedians 
and humorous actors manning 
the proposed ministry, our nation 
wouldn’t be in want of amusement 
and happiness.

Since laughter is one of the 
most visible manifestations of 
happiness, it is recommended that 
the anticipated ministry organizes 
a one of its kind comedy road show 
across the country to usher in a wave 
of laughter that would ultimately 
e n g e n d e r  g re a t e r  h a p p i n e s s 
across the nation. Similarly, the 
Ministry could empower famous 
Nollywood comedy inclined acts to 
come up with hilarious movies that 
could further boost the country’s 
happiness credential.   

Since poverty and economic 
hardship are potent joy killers, it 
would be cheering news to the 
teeming masses across the country if, 
for instance, the federal government 
would come up with a scheme that 
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could ensure that indigent Nigerians 
who want to get married but couldn’t 
do so for economic adversity would 
be assisted to do so. This could 
be done with a legislation barring 
indigent folks from paying bride 
prices and engaging in other such 
costly process that make getting 
married so frightening. In the 
alternative, government through 
the proposed Ministry of Happiness 
could opt to offset costs of wedding 
anniversary for all impoverished 
compatriots.

Also, since hunger multiplies 
sorrow and reduces happiness, 
government could set up camps 
across the country where fellow 
citizens could be from time to 
time. It is often said that the best 
way to a man’s heart is through 
his stomach. Without a doubt, 
once the citizenry are well fed, the 
nation’s happiness would be fully 
guaranteed as most people who 
embrace crime on the excuse of 
hunger would no longer find crime 
attractive.

On a final note, the issue of 
our peoples’ happiness is a very 
important business that must be 
treated as such by the appropriate 
authorities. Making the people 
happy is,  p erhaps,  the  most 
important task of any government. 
Nigeria must reclaim her status has 
a nation of happy people. Imo has 
graciously kick-started the process. 
Others must follow suit.

Ogunbiyi is of the Ministry of 
Information & Strategy, Alausa, 
Ikeja, Lagos
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T
he Tanzanian mainland is 
marking the 56th anniversary 
o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f ro m 
British rule. The mainland 
unified with Zanzibar in 1964 

to create the current nation-state under 
Mwalimu Julius Nyerere who is often 
invoked as “the father of the nation”.

The new nation-state’s economic, 
social and political path was paved 
in 1967, when Nyerere proclaimed 
the Arusha Declaration. This led to 
the nationalisation of key industries 
and the total reorganisation of rural 
life. Communal farming and forced 
resettlement were applied, justified on 
the basis of attempting to bring about 
self-reliance.

Referred to as ujamaa, the socialist-
inspired policies dominated the politics, 
society, and economy of Tanzania until 
Nyerere’s retirement in 1985.

Ujamaa policies are much debated. 
Generally, they are seen as something 
of a social success but as economically 
ruinous. By emphasising Tanzanian 
citizenship, ujamaa created a sense of 
unity and effectively removed the kind 
of ethnic politics that dominates Kenya, 
for example. But it short-circuited the 
economy and saw food production 

Tanzania at 56: Echoes of the best and 
worst of Nyerere under Bulldozer Magufuli
collapse.

Nyerere’s handpicked successor Ali 
Hassan Mwinyi practically reversed all 
the earlier policies. His government 
moved from one of the most influential 
and vehement defenders of African 
Socialism to one of the most neoliberal 
regimes on the continent. As Pitcher and 
Askew thoughtfully assert, this really put 
the “self” in “self-reliance”.

This openness to investment and 
trade was further enhanced with the 
introduction of multipartyism in 1995. 
Under both Presidents Mkapa and 
Kikwete, the country generally remained 
economically liberal. It also remained 
investment-friendly with significant 
levels of foreign investment when 
compared to the socialist period.

But sweeping change has come 
under the current President John Pombe 
Magufuli, who has just entered the third 
year of a five-year term. Magufuli has 
taken a different approach to that of 
his recent predecessors and is harking 
back to policies advocated by Nyerere. 
Comparisons between the two are 
commonplace, both positive and 
negative. This is particularly so when it 
comes to natural resources.

Perhaps the most contentious area 
today is the mining sector and the role 
of the contemporary government in 
seeking better returns from mining 
companies. This move has the hallmarks 
of a policy of resource nationalism. This 
is a sign of a shift in policy as well as 

power within the executive branch of 
government.

At the same time, he seems to be 
placing himself more closely to the 
socialist era of Tanzanian politics than 
anything since Nyerere.

Both approaches seem politically 
acceptable to Tanzanians – as long as 
they generate results. Nevertheless, 
Magufuli’s approval ratings fell to 71 
percent in June from a high of 96 percent 
last year.

It’s still unclear what effect his recent 
attempts to claw back revenues from 
multinational mining giants will have 
on his rating.

New regime for mining
In the Arusha Declaration, Nyerere 

describes natural resources as owned 
by all citizens and held in trust for their 
descendants. When the new mining laws 
were passed in July, Magufuli said, “We 
[Tanzanians] must benefit from our god-
given minerals and that is why we must 
safeguard our natural resource wealth 
to ensure we do not end up with empty 
mining pits.”

The new laws raise royalties on tax 
for gold, copper, silver and platinum 
exports from 4 percent to 6 percent. 
This is a nominal increase perhaps but 
an indication of a different direction 
of travel. Expectations are that such 
changes will soon be introduced for 
tanzanite and diamonds.

Fo l l ow i n g  t h e  n e w  l aw s  t h e 
government agreed a 50-50 profit 

sharing arrangement with Barrack Gold 
as well as a minimum government of 
stake 16 percent in all mining activities. 
Gold generates around a third of the 
country’s export revenues.

The new mining laws aren’t akin to 
the nationalisation of 50 years ago. But 
Magufuli has described the agreement 
with foreign investors as groundbreaking 
and a model to be adopted elsewhere 
across the continent.

The long-term impact of mining 
reforms is yet to be felt. Claims from 
multinational corporations that the 
new laws threaten future investment 
may well prove to be overblown. 
As might the opinion pieces in The 
Economist suggesting Armageddon for 
the sector in Tanzania. But, certainly 
from some quarters, the view is that 
Magufuli has managed the process 
well.

On the other hand, his bulldozing 
style has seen his popularity decrease. It 
has also seen critics express their views 
over his presidency more forcefully.

A balance sheet  of  posit ives 
and negatives is perhaps the most 
striking similarity with the legacy of 
Nyerere as Tanzania marks yet another 
independence anniversary.

The Conversation 

This article, originally published 
on The Conversation, was culled from 
CNBC Africa.
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rhetoric.
Opening a closed economy
Tanzania was close to bankrupt after 

the economic collapse of the 1970s and 
the conflict with Idi Amin’s Uganda 
in the late-1970s. The latter years of 
Nyerere’s presidency were marked by 
his continual attempts to resist IMF 
assistance which involved signing up 
to a structural adjustment package. This 
was mainly down to his concerns over 
dramatic cuts to social provision.

The first programme was finally 
implemented in 1986 under Mwinyi 
whose presidency was marked by 
Tanzania’s economy opening up 
and dramatic reductions in social 
expenditure.

Multipartyism also arrived in 
Tanzania. The first multiparty elections 
in 1995 were won by Benjamin Mkapa 
who remained in power for the next 10 
years. Another 10 years followed under 
Jakaya Kikwete until 2015.

D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  f o r e i g n 
investment has come in many sectors, 
but especially in tourism and mining. A 
significant part of the financial inflows 
came from post-apartheid South Africa.

“The Bulldozer” approach
“ The  Bul l doze r ”  Maguful i  i s 

Tanzania’s fifth president, and the 
fourth since multiparty elections. As he 
enters his third year, there are strains of 
authoritarianism in Magufuli’s approach 
which bear the hallmarks of Nyerere. For 
example, he seems to have centralised 
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Non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs), like heart disease, stroke, 
cancer, diabetes, and chronic lung 

disease, are responsible for 70 percent 
of all deaths. There is incontrovertible 
evidence that tobacco use, inactivity, 
unhealthy diets, and excessive alcohol 
consumption increase the odds of dying 
prematurely from an NCD.

And yet, despite widespread knowl-
edge of the risks, global obesity goes 
largely unchecked, while tobacco and 
alcohol use continue to rise. It is against 
this backdrop that networks of NCD alli-
ances met December 9-11 at the second 
Global NCD Alliance Forum, in the United 
Arab Emirates.

As they search for solutions to bring 
NCDs under control, they should look 
for inspiration to the movement to fight 
AIDS. People living with and affected by 
HIV continue to drive response efforts, 
and their unique form of mobilization has 
been instrumental to progress. While the 
battle is not over, AIDS activists know that 
it can be won.

Similarly, a mobilized NCD move-
ment can turn the tide against that epi-
demic. Yet, in 2015, Richard Horton, the 
editor of The Lancet, described the NCD 

AIDS, NCDs, and the ABCs of organising
community as needing an “electric shock 
to its semi-comatose soul.” He added: “But 
who has the courage to deliver it?”

We believe there are lessons to be 
learned from AIDS activists. As global 
attention focuses on NCD prevention, 
those seeking to control preventable ill-
nesses should look to the “ABCs” of AIDS 
organizing for guidance.

The first letter that the NCD commu-
nity should consider is “A,” for activism. 
Anyone over 40 will recall images of AIDS 
activists performing “die-ins” at scientific 
meetings around the world. In the United 
States, AIDS activists took to the streets, 
even shutting down the Food and Drug 
Administration’s headquarters for a day 
in October 1988. Globally, activists lobbied 
governments and pharmaceutical compa-
nies to make medicines more affordable. 
This activism continues, and should serve 
as a model for action on NCDs.

Next, the NCD community must adopt 
a bolder approach to budgets – the “B” 
of the AIDS movement’s strategy. Civic 
organizing and grassroots activism may 
fuel early energies, but organizing and 
sustaining a broad-based coalition takes 
money. The AIDS movement was clear 
about this from the beginning, and lob-
bied for resources to support its advocacy 
and accountability effectively.

“C” is for coalitions: the AIDS move-
ment was quick to understand that 
progress would come only with diverse 
support. Activists established links be-

tween people living with HIV and those 
with other concerns, such as women’s 
rights, intellectual property, nutrition, 
and housing. Issue-specific coalitions and 
campaigns work best when they bring to-
gether government insiders and outsiders, 
to combine perspectives and expertise.

The AIDS movement also understood 
that a holistic response to the epidemic 
was essential. Thus, “D,” the underlying 
determinants of health, was to draw atten-
tion to the interconnectivity of the drivers 
of challenge. For example, lobbying 
education leaders to keep girls in school 
longer has contributed to providing young 
people with the knowledge and agency 
to make smart decisions about when and 
with whom to negotiate safe sex. Similarly, 
links were forged between groups working 
on poverty, gender, and nutrition – factors 
that played a role in driving the AIDS crisis. 
NCDs are no less isolated in their causal-
ity, and similarly require a multi-sector 
approach to prevention.

Engagement – “E” – was what helped 
the AIDS movement become so influen-
tial. By borrowing from the playbook of the 
disability rights movement, which cham-
pioned the mantra “Nothing About Us 
Without Us,” AIDS advocates demanded 
representation on the bodies established 
to address the disease. For example, 
UNAIDS remains the only United Na-
tions agency with seats on its board for 
representatives from civil society. This 
norm is so powerfully embedded in the 

AIDS movement that it would be almost 
unthinkable for an AIDS meeting to take 
place without representation from the 
community.

Disease prevention movements 
must also develop persuasive narra-
tives, and “F” – framing the issue – was 
essential to the AIDS community’s effort 
to gain support from political leaders. 
In particular, access to AIDS treatment 
was framed as a matter of economic 
justice. Framing the narrative this way 
led to a dramatic reduction in the price 
of medicines, so much so that more 
than half of people living with HIV in 
low- and middle-income countries are 
in treatment.

An equally important framing issue 
for AIDS, which is highly relevant to the 
NCDs movement, is that of responsibil-
ity. The AIDS community worked hard to 
shift the focus from blaming individuals’ 
lifestyle choices to putting the onus on 
the state for providing health care and 
removing legal discrimination.

In the AIDS debate, gender – our 
movement’s “G” – was a significant 
focal point. HIV was initially seen as a 
“gay disease,” and gender identity was 
embedded in the DNA of the AIDS 
movement early on. Gender dimensions 
of NCDs are no less important; one only 
has to consider how alcohol and tobacco 
are marketed to understand that. Gen-
der, therefore, must become a focus of 
NCDs prevention efforts.

Finally, “H” – human rights – was 
the bedrock of the AIDS response. 
Campaigns were launched against 
discrimination in workplaces, schools, 
and health centers. Strategic litigation 
helped ensure equality under the law. 
The AIDS movement refused to hold 
major conferences in countries with 
punitive laws against people living with 
HIV. The NCD movement could take a 
similar tack by, for example, refusing 
to meet in countries that fail to restrict 
advertising of junk food to children.

The list of AIDS lessons could contin-
ue throughout the alphabet, but ending 
with “H” is apt, given that human rights 
drove the response, and should drive the 
response to NCDs. Poverty, exclusion, 
and social and economic marginaliza-
tion put people at higher risk for HIV. It 
is no different for NCDs.

The early mainstream reaction to the 
AIDS epidemic was to ask, “Why don’t 
those people make better choices?” The 
AIDS movement made clear that that 
was the wrong question. Today, with 70 
percent of the planet at risk of premature 
death from preventable illnesses, “those 
people” are many of us. The NCD and 
AIDS communities can learn from one 
another. We are a stronger movement 
when we join forces.

The views expressed here do not 
necessarily reflect those of UNAIDS.
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Since 2000, Africa has 
recorded impressive rates 
of economic growth, ow-
ing largely to development 
assistance and a prolonged 
commodity boom. While 
the continent shows great 
diversity in the socioeco-
nomic trajectories, growth 
r a t e s  h a v e  g e n e r a l l y 
masked an underlying lack 
of structural transforma-
tion.

Many African countries 
have yet to undergo the 
kind of transformation that 
is necessary for socially 
inclusive and environmen-
tally sustainable develop-
ment over the long term: 
namely, industrialization. 
Wherever industrializa-
tion has occurred, it has re-
liably improved economic 
diversification and helped 
to nurture, strengthen, and 
uphold the conditions for 
competitive growth and 

ments toward sectors that 
have high growth potential 
and are imp ortant to a 
particular government’s 
industrial-development 
agenda. Priority sectors are 
typically chosen for their 
job-creation, investment, 
and export potential, and 
for their access to neces-
sary raw materials.

The PCP approach is 
designed to maximize the 
impact of all partner pro-
grams and projects that 
are relevant to industrial 
development. To that end, 
strategic partnerships with 
financial institutions and 
the business sector are 
particularly important. 
With these in place, Afri-
can countries can marshal 
additional resources for 
infrastructure, innova-
tion, expertise, and new 
technologies.

UNIDO’s goal is to make 
the PCP model the main-
stream approach for all Af-
rican countries. We stand 
ready to support Africa on 
its path to inclusive and 
sustainable industrial de-
velopment – during IDDA 
III and beyond.

©: Project Syndicate

development.
In recent decades, some 

developing c ountries – 
mainly in Asia –  have 
managed to industrialize. 
But, despite repeated at-
tempts, African countries 
have not. In 2014, the Asia 
and Pacific region’s share 
of value added in global 
manufacturing was 44.6 
percent, whereas Africa’s 
was just 1.6 percent. With 
South Africa as its only 
industrialize d c ountry, 
Sub-Saharan Africa is the 
least industrialized region 
in the world.

For African countries 
to achieve sustainable de-
velopment, they will have 
to increase substantially 
the share of industry – 
especially manufacturing 
– in their national invest-
ment, output, and trade. 
And, to their credit, most 
African countries already 
recognize that such a trans-
formation is necessary to 
address a wide range of 
interconnected challenges 
that they are now con-
fronting.

One such challenge is 
population growth. More 

than half of the continent’s 
1.2 billion people are under 
the age of 19, and almost 
one in five are between 
the ages of 15 and 24. Each 
year, 12 million new work-
ers join the labor force, 
and they will need the 
tools and skills to ensure 
their future livelihoods. 
Industrialization is the key 
to helping Africa’s fast-
growing population realize 
a demographic dividend.

A related challenge is 
migration. Many of Af-
rica’s most ambitious and 
entrepreneurially minded 
young people are joining 
others in migrating north. 
But no country, especially 
in Africa, can afford to 
lose so much talent and 
potential. Industrialization 
alone cannot resolve the 
migration crisis, but it can 
address one root cause, by 
creating jobs in the coun-
tries of origin.

A third challenge is 
cl imate change,  which 
weighs heavily on coun-
tries where agriculture is 
still the primary sector for 
employment. To confront 
the threat, Africa will need 

to develop and adopt green 
technologies, while chan-
neling more investment 
into resource efficiency 
and clean energy. With the 
right investments, African 
countries can reduce the 
cost of delivering power to 
rural areas, and contribute 
to global efforts to reduce 
emissions and mitigate the 
effects of climate change.

In short, Africa must 
industrialize, and it must 
do so in a socially inclu-
sive and environmentally 
sustainable manner. Given 
that most previous efforts 
at sustainable development 
in Africa have failed, there 
is a clear need for a new 
approach: a broad-based, 
country-owned process 
that taps financial and 
non-financial resources, 
promotes regional integra-
tion, and fosters coopera-
tion among Africa’s devel-
opment partners.

A s  i t  h a p p e n s ,  t h e 
United Nations General 
Ass embly has de clare d 
2016-2025 to be the Third 
Industrial Development 
Decade for Africa. During 
IDDA III, the United Na-

tions Industrial Develop-
ment Organization, which 
I lead, will spearhead the 
new approach to sustain-
able development sketched 
above. UNIDO has put its 
full support behind part-
nerships for mobilizing 
resources, and is offering 
a tested model for African 
countries to follow: the 
Programme for Country 
Partnership (PCP).

UNIDO’s PCP provides 
countries with technical 
assistance, policy advice, 
and investments to help 
them design and imple-
ment industrial ization 
strategies. The program 
was launched in 2014, and 
is already being success-
fully implemented in two 
African countries – Ethio-
pia and Senegal – and in 
Peru.

The PCP prov ides  a 
multi-stakeholder part-
nership model that can 
be adapted to each coun-
try’s national development 
agenda. It is designed to 
work in synergy with gov-
ernments and their part-
ners’ ongoing development 
efforts, while funneling ad-
ditional funds and invest-

Africa’s must-do decade
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I
t was at about this 
time last year that 
M M M  N i g e r i a 
crashed, throwing 
hundreds of thou-

sands who had hoped on 
the popular Ponzi scheme 
for their Christmas and 
New Year celebrations 
into grief. It was exactly 
on December 13, 2016. 
The claim was that the 
MMM accounts would 
be frozen for a month 
and reopened on Janu-
ary 13, 2017, but those 
with spiritual eyes knew 
it was the beginning of 
the end, the decline that 
would ultimately lead to 
a final fall.

Although many par-
ticipants had had the pre-
monition that it was only 
a matter of time before 
the system, which clearly 
had its foundation built 
on sand, would crash, 
the reality of its eventual 
permanent eclipse was 
too big to swallow.

Of course, the top ech-
elon of MMM Nigeria was 
on hand to soothe frayed 
nerves – whether that 
was successfully done or 
not is an entirely different 

MMM Nigeria – In memoriam
question.

One such intervention 
was a circular signed by 
“Administration” and sent 
to all confirmed MMMers. 
It said, “Dear members! As 
usual, in the New Year 
season the system is expe-
riencing heavy workload. 
Moreover, it has to deal 
with the constant frenzy 
provoked by the authori-
ties in the mass media. 
The things are still go-
ing well; the participants 
feel calm; everyone gets 
paid – as you can see, 
there haven’t been any 
payment delays or other 
problems yet – but!... It 
is better to avoid taking 
risk.”

On the basis of the 
above, the circular said, 
all confirmed Mavro will 
be frozen for a month, for 
the “evident” reason that 
“we need to prevent any 
problems during the New 
Year season, and then, 
when everything calms 
down, this measure will 
be cancelled”.

Two MMM Guiders, 
DonVal Amaechi and 
Philip Awazi, followed up 
with a message to partici-

pants purporting that the 
account freeze was only a 
measure to protect MMM 
Nigeria from danger.

“This is a kind of cau-
tion taken to avert danger. 
So our mavros are safe. 
I encourage those who 
want to PH to still do their 
PH. The maturity is Janu-
ary and doesn’t change 
anything, by then the sys-
tem is back and stronger,” 
they said.

“Don’t lose hope, all 
of us have mavros in the 
system and let’s not use 
because of this little set-
back forget what MMM 
has done for us and will 
do more if the system is 
safeguarded.... Let’s be 
optimistic and positive. 
This is our community, 
let’s protect it,” they fur-
ther said.

Whether it was these 
series of messages that 
did the magic or the need 
for MMM participants 
to call the bluff of their 
critics and reassure them-
selves that they hadn’t 
lost their investment, 
something akin to the lost 
limb syndrome, I couldn’t 
tell, but hope seemed to 

have sprung anew among 
MMMers that I knew.

One, a friend on Face-
book, wrote on his wall, 
“People still don’t realise it. 
The ship can never sink. 
Believe it or not, MMM 
rocks.”

Then came the ap-
pointed time, and MMM 
Nigeria said it had un-
frozen all accounts and 
participants could PH 
(Provide Help) and GH 
(Get Help). Unfortunately, 
those waiting to GH out-
numbered by far those 
willing to PH. The system 
slowed – and then died.

In March, a property 
vendor in Lagos used the 
outcome of the MMM 
saga to advertise his prod-
ucts.

“Do you still invest your 
money in Ponzi scheme?” 
he asked in a message I 
found in my email box. 
The mail was randomly 
sent to multiple recipients. 
“For those who partake 
in Ponzi, you need to un-
derstand that a system 
that collects from you and 
gives to another is not 
reliable. People have lost 
millions of naira to Ponzi 
and, surprisingly, people 
are still losing on a daily 
basis. Ponzi is not designed 
to last, it is an advanced 
system of robbery. Instead 
of Investing in dubious 
Ponzi schemes, why not 
try real estate? If you had 
invested that money you 
lost to MMM and other 
Ponzi in real estate you 
would have been smiling 
to the bank by now.”

But did the lessons of 
MMM’s collapse sink in? 
I doubt very much. Young 

Nigerians have since in-
creased their quest for 
“ego mbute” – quantum 
cash without hard work. 
At a time much of arti-
sanal jobs in the coun-
try are increasingly out-
sourced to neighbouring 
Ghana, Togo and Republic 
of Benin owing to skills 
gap among working-age 
Nigerians, most of these 
youngsters are hoping on 
sports betting and ‘Baba 
Ijebu’.

The other day I over-
heard a young man in 
my neighbourhood say 
he would never leave 
BetNaija, one of the popu-
lar sports betting outfits 
in Nigeria. His reason: 
“Where else can I get the 
kind of money I’m hop-
ing for? No job in this 
country can pay me that 
huge amount.” I was too 
far away to ask him the 
kind of money he was 
expecting.

On this note, I am cer-
tain that if MMM or a 
similar scheme springs up 
right now, many Nigerian 
youths would sign on. 
Just on Friday morning 
as I was working on this 
piece, I received an email 
from admins@f1f1.net.ng 
with the subject “Double 
Your Investment”.

The email read: “GET 
DOUBLE OF YOUR IN-
VESTMENT WITHIN 48 
HOURS. This system is 
similar to the popular 
MMM or Twinkas but it is 
much reliable and faster. 
You can get 100% of your 
investment within 48 
hours. For instance, If 
you invest N100,000 in 
one member, two other 

members will pay you 
N100,000 each making 
N200,000. If you invest 
N5,000 in one member, 
two other members will 
pay you N5,000 each 
making N10,000. Go to 
www.twofund.org to 
learn how it works.”

It then provided a link. 
What was I going to lose? 
So I followed the link and 
it took me to the website 
kindcash.org. Kindcash 
describes itself as “a global 
charity organisation that 
helps its esteemed mem-
bers to donate to one an-
other and help improve 
the standard of living of 
the entire community at 
large”. Its mission, it says, 
is “to promote the greatest 
good, with a particular 
emphasis on helping man 
and the environment”.

I went on to check how 
it works and found out that 
it operates a similar model 
with MMM of blessed 
memory – donate to one 
member and have two 
members donate to you.

Interestingly, it claims it 
has 11,220 registered mem-
bers as at Friday. Though 
this number is paltry com-
pared to the millions that 
subscribed to MMM, it 
still gives a cause for con-
cern as one can be sure 
that with proper publicity 
more people would sign on 
to Kindcash.

Do I need to say this 
again? Ponzi scheme is a 
fraud. And though regu-
lated, betting can never 
be a sustainable means 
of livelihood. But admo-
nition is only for those 
whose ears are not for 
fancy.
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I 
observed with grieve con-
cern, what transpired be-
tween the House Commit-
tee on Commerce and Fed-

eral Ministry of Industry, Trade 
and Investment on Thursday, 
14th December, 2017 where the 
lawmakers declined to consider 
the 2018 budget estimates on 
the ground that the Minister, 
Okechukwu Enelamah, was 
absent. My inquisitiveness rose, 
when I heard the Minister of 
State, Aisha Abubakar men-
tioned that only 16 percent of 
the capital expenditure was 
achieved so far. According to 
her, only N3.088 billion had 
been released to the ministry 
out of total sum of N19 bil-
lion appropriated for capital 
projects. Though the Ministry 
also showed an expenditure 
of N2,190,120,070 which is 70 
percent spent so far.

For overhead, out of the sum 
of N701 million appropriated 
only N246.593 million show-
ing 35 percent implementation 
level, while only N178, 953 was 
realized out of the N212,277,488 
projected revenue for the year. 
With such uncomely picture 
painted, I was actually looking 
forward towards seeing the 
lawmakers raising issues both-
ering on the poor budget imple-
mentation and the abysmal 16 

percent capital expenditure 
implemented by the Ministry 
for some of the lofty plans for 
the year. My expectation also 
was that the House will look 
at the possible solution by 
interfacing with the Federal 
Ministry on Finance on how 
much would be released before 
the end of the year from the 
N500 billion approved by the 
Presidency for capital expen-
diture. But to my surprise, they 
shut down the process, and 
insisting that the presence of 
the Minister is more important.

I was initially consoled at 
the opening of the meeting 
when the Chairman of the 
Committee, Sylvester Ogbagha 
observed that the Executive is 
pressing to return the country 
back to January-December 
budgeting system and the 
need for the cooperation of the 
Ministers. This was however 
punctured with the fireworks 
that led to the stepping down 
of the budget consideration, as 
he insisted that the Minister 
on arrival should pick a date 
before the Committee can con-
sider the budget. This I simply 
consider as misplaced priority. 
At present, some cross-section 
of those who attended the 
meeting have started reading 
meaning to the submission 

of the Committee. That also 
lead us to the issue of building 
Institutions and not strong 
individuals. The Committees 
also should give priority to our 
Institutions rather than make 
it look as if they are bent on 
individual minister. With the 
Minister of State and Perma-
nent Secretary present at the 
interactive session, for me, 
nothing should have stopped 
the House Committee on Com-
merce from postphoning the 
budget consideration.

I was so concerned see-
ing the lackadaisical attitude 
of virtually all the Standing 
Committees toward the two 
weeks oversight function for 
which the House adjourned 
plenary. Unfortunately, only 
the Hous e Committe e on 
Sports, Commerce publicly 
interfaced with the Ministries 
and other agencies under their 
purview. Worse of it all, was 
that the House Committee 
on Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) which 
contracted photographer to 
consult on the supposed over-
sight exercise, and later sent 
the scanty report to some 
Legislative Correspondents to 
publish, but was turned down. 
So how do you describe the 
thoroughness of the exercise? 

For me, the chairmen of these 
Standing Committees should 
be held accountable for con-
doling the misgivings of some 
of the Clerks who indulge in 
unhealthy practices!

Meanwhile, I wish to com-
mend the work done so far 
by the Ad-hoc Committee in-
vestigating the pump price of 
petroleum products, chaired by 
Raphael Nnana-Igbokwe (PDP-
Imo). At the last investigative 
public hearing held on Thurs-
day, the Committee uncovered 
N30 billion unremitted crude 
oil revenue into the Federation 
Account. The resolution came 
after thorough quizzing of the 
representatives of Depart-
ment of petroleum Resources 
who presented controversial 
documents on crude oil lifting 
and distributed to the three do-
mestic refineries: Kaduna, Port 
harcourt and Warri. According 
to the DPR records for crude 
oil lifted in February 2017 
which showed 2,845,142 bar-
rels transferred to the Kaduna, 
Port Harcourt and Warri refin-
eries. However, the Committee 
discovered 3,853,647 barrels 
of crude oil were delivered to 
the three refineries, leaving 
excess of 1,008,505 barrels un-
accounted for by DPR. Also in 
the month of March 2017, DPR 

records showed that 3,227,556 
barrels were supplied to the 
three refineries while the re-
cord showed 2,400,297 barrels 
documented, showing differ-
ential of the 827,259 barrels of 
crude oil unaccounted for by 
the agency. For the month of 
April 2017, while DPR showed 
total crude oil lifted worth 
2,978,371 barrels lifted, the 
Committee discovered that 
total of 4,252,368 barrels were 
distributed to the three refin-
eries, leaving a differential of 
1,273,997 barrels unaccounted 
for. The Chairman of the Com-
mittee was compelled at some 
point to handover some of the 
Chief Executives of oil compa-
nies to the Police Fraud Unit 
and Sergeant-at-arms to docu-
ment their statements.

Unpatriotic disposition to 2017 Budget oversight
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T
he 2017 Ele ct ive 
National Conven-
tion of  the  main 
opposition Peoples 
Democratic Party 

(PDP) has come and gone but 
the aftermath of the event 
remains a subject of public 
discourse.

I recall in July this year 
w h e n  t h e  S u p re m e  C o u r t 
sacked Ali Modu-Sheriff and 
reinstated Ahmed Makarfi 
a s  t h e  a ut h e n t i c  n at i o n a l 
chairman of the party,  on 
this c olumn, I  l iste d s ome 
o f  t h e  l o s e r s  o f  t h e  a p e x 
court verdict in the Senate 
to include: the current chair-
man, Senate Committee on 
Customs and Excis e,  Hop e 
Uzodinma; his counterpart 
on Privatisation, Ben Mur-
ray-Bruc e and the s enator 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  O g u n  E a s t , 
Buruji Kashamu.

Of the trio, only Murray-
Bruce, popularly called ‘com-
monsense’, was able to warm 
hims elf  into the hearts  of 
the outgone Makarfi-led Na-
tional Caretaker Committee 
(NCC) and the newly-elected 
National Working Commit-
tee (NWC) led by Uche Sec-
ondus.

However,  Kashamu pro-
ceeded to court to get an in-
junction restraining the par-
ty from taking disciplinary 
action against  him,  which 
was grante d.  But he over-
stepped his bounds when he 
approached a Federal High 
Court in Abuja,  s e eking to 
stop the party from taking 
‘anticipatory’  dis cipl inary 
a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  h i m  i n  t h e 
build-up to the convention. 
But delivering his judgment 
s e ve n t y - t w o  h o u r s  t o  t h e 
convention, Justice Nnamdi 
Dimgba declined jurisdiction 
to hear the case on merit and 
struck it out after upholding 
PDP’s preliminary objection 
challenging the competence 
and validity of the suit. The 
judge described the suit as 
‘hasty, premature and inap-
propriate’.

This  pave d the window 
for the party to suspend the 
embattled lawmaker in the 
early hours of the conven-
tion, for one month. No rea-

son was given for the sudden 
decision of the party.

The suspension was meant 
t o  p re ve n t  t h e  e mb at t l e d 
lawmaker from participat-
ing at the convention, which 
e ve n t u a l l y  p a i d  o ff.  E ve n 
when he found his way to 
the venue, he was booed and 
driven out from the Ogun 
State stand by delegates from 
his own state.

Power equation has also 
changed in Imo State, where 
Uzodinma lost out in control 
for the soul of the party to 
the former S p eaker of  the 
Hous e of  Repres entatives , 
Emeka Ihedioha. The senator 
was c onspicuously abs ent 
from the exercise despite be-
ing a statutory delegate.

With exactly 425 days to 
the 2019 general elections, 
there are already permuta-
tions about who will emerge 
t h e  p re s i d e n t i a l  a n d  v i c e 
presidential candidates of the 
party. Deputy Senate Presi-
dent I ke Ekweremadu has 
been tipped as running mate 
to former Vice President, Ati-
ku Abubakar, who recently 
returned to the party.

It was therefore, not a sur-
prise that Ekweremadu was 
the first to react to Atiku’s 
return to the party a fort-
night ago,  even b efore the 
party officially commented 

on the matter.
The former Vice President 

also has foot soldiers in the 
National Ass embly,  one of 
whom is Murray-Bruce who 
recently described the Tura-
kin Adamawa as the “next 
president of Nigeria”.

However, the major hur-
dle to Ekweremadu’s aspira-
tion is the fact that the vice 
presidential  ticket may b e 
m i c ro - z o n e d  t o  t h e  S o ut h 
West ge o-p olitical  zone to 
assuage the region for b e-
ing denied the Number One 
p a r t y  p o s i t i o n  at  t h e  j u s t 
concluded convention.

Meanwhile, efforts by the 
party to woo its former mem-
bers received a major boost 
when the picture of Senate 
P r e s i d e n t  B u ko l a  S a r a k i ; 
Chairman Senate Committee 
on Federal Capital Territory, 
Dino Melaye;  his  c ounter-
part in Banking, Insurance 
and other Financial  Insti-
tutions Rafiu Ibrahim - all 
lawmakers of the ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
- surfaced, exchanging pleas-
antries and c ongratulating 
Secondus on his emergence 
as the new PDP chairman.

Saraki has also been tipped 
as  one of  the presidential 
hopefuls for 2019.

I wouldn’t know if this is 
a c oincidenc e but twenty-

four hours after the pictures 
went viral on social media, 
the  Abuja  D iv is ion of  the 
Court of Appeal nullified the 
acquittal ruling of the Code 
of  Conduct Tribunal (CCT) 
hande d down in favour of 
Saraki, in June this year.

In a unanimous judgment 
in the appeal filed by the Fed-
eral Government against the 
Senate President’s acquittal, 
the three-man panel of the 
Court of Appeal headed by 
Justice Tinuade Akomolafe 
-  Wils on dismiss e d 15 out 
of 18 counts filed before the 
CCT on the grounds of lack 
of evidence.

But the court ruled that 
Saraki had a case to answer 
with respect to three of the 
counts numbered 4, 5, and 6. 
It therefore ordered the Sen-
ate President to open his de-
fence in respect of the three 
counts at the Court of Appeal.

But with the 2019 ele c-
tions fast approaching and 
the realignment of political 
forces, it would be interest-
ing to see the dimension the 
case will assume.

Will  Saraki ’s  re c ent  ro-
mance with PDP influence 
the judgment of the Supreme 
Court when he appeals the 
judg ment of  the app ellate 
court? Your guess is as good 
as mine.

PDP Convention and fate of senators in 2019 presidential elections
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T
here is a recent develop-
ment which many people 
have termed ‘handshake 
across the Niger’ between 
the leaders of the South and 

Middle-Belt. What is it all about?

The South and the Middle-Belt 
come under what is called the South 
and Middle-Belt Leaders’ Forum, but 
the ‘handshake across the Niger’ is a 
project between the Ohanaeze and 
Afenifere to which we have invited 
all of our friends from the South-East 
and Middle-Belt. And from January 
11, 2018, we want to celebrate the 
last moments of Fajuyi and Ironsi, 
how Ironsi came to Ibadan, finished 
his assignment and retired to his 
own house in Ibadan and the cul-
prits came and assassinated him. In 
the final hour, Fajuyi displayed the 
characteristic ‘Omoluabi’ trait of the 
Yoruba. When Ironsi expected him 
to flee, he hung unto him and called 
him, ‘My brother, my boss, whatever 
happened to you now will happen to 
me. I will not desert you.’ And the cul-
prits came in, took both of them to a 
place where they were murdered and 
buried in shallow graves. This eternal 
bond built between Fajuyi and Ironsi 
is what ought to have defined the 
relationship between the Yoruba and 
the Igbo who, interestingly, share a 
common origin. If you listen to both 
languages, there are so many words 
which have same connotations and 
meanings which show that these two 
groups must have, at one time or the 
other, shared a common origin. And 
when you look at the features of the 
Yoruba and the Igbo, hardly can you 
see any difference.

Over the years there have been 
some scripts to play the Yoruba 
against the Igbo so that the wrong 
narratives have characterised their 
relationship, especially during the 
civil war. There is an Igbo think-
tank called Nzuko Umunna (they are 
world-wide). They are the ones that 
came up with the idea that we have 
to change the story from the wrong 
narratives. Over the years the Igbo 
have celebrated Ironsi in the East, and 
the Yoruba have celebrated Fajuyi in 
the West. But there is nowhere you 
mention Ironsi’s last moment without 
mentioning Fajuyi and vice versa. 
There is an eternal bond between 
these two and this should cement 
our people to open a new vista of 
relationship and understanding. So, 
Nzuko Umunna came to Ohanaeze 
and Afenifere with this mandate 

and we accepted it. And that is what 
we will be celebrating come Janu-
ary 11 in Enugu. The occasion will 
be under the joint chairmanship of 
Commodore Ebitu Ukiwe and Gen-
eral Oluleye, with the Ooni of Ife and 
the Obi of Onitsha as royal fathers of 
the day. The governors of Ekiti State 
(Fajuyi’s home state) and Abia (Ironsi’s 
home state) are also expected there, 
as well as governors from the South 
and Nigeria generally. We are invit-
ing our friends from the South-East, 
the Middle-Belt, the North and eve-
rywhere to come and celebrate this 
unique friendship that has become a 
generational bond between the two 
leading groups in Nigeria who have 
not really worked together the way 
they should because of manipulation 
over the years. So it is a new chapter 
in Yoruba-Igbo relationship and an 
example for the rest of Nigeria on 
inter-ethnic harmony coming up in 
Enugu on January 11, 2018.

Do you see this kind of relationship 
taking away the mutual suspicion 
that seems to have characterised 
the relationship between these two 
ethnic nationalities?

Oh yes! The event is to build a new 
bridge – the East-West bridge. The 
Federal Government has failed to 
build the bridge physically, but we 
are going to build it spiritually. The 
East-West bridge will be constructed 
in January, and we hope that from 
then on a new chapter will be opened 
in terms of throwing away the old 
animosities and to know that we share 
a common origin. A book will also be 
presented on that day and the book 
will be talking about Fajuyi-Ironsi 
and the shared origin of the Yoruba 
and the Igbo. We are about to rewrite 
our history.

Talking about mutual suspicion, 
there is this common notion among 
some Igbo people that the Yoruba 

are not reliable; they say one thing and 
do another. They believe that the Yoruba 
are more comfortable playing second wife 
to the Hausa man than standing on their 
own and rallying around the Igbo. What 
do you make of this perception?

You find same story when you talk to 
the Yoruba about the Igbo. They believe 
the Igbo are not reliable, so don’t have any 
dealings with them. We are programmed to 
have these narratives. I remember in 1999, 
there was an Igbo man that came to Sena-
tor Adesanya’s house with a bus branded 
in Imo AD and said, ‘I bought this bus on 
my own, and I will use it to campaign for 
AD free of charge. I am doing this because 
it is a payback time for me. During the civil 
war I left Lagos for the East and rented my 
houses here. When I came back, I thought 
my houses would have become abandoned 
properties. Not only were my houses 
handed back to me, my Yoruba neighbours 
collected the rent for the three years the 
war lasted and gave it to me.’ You don’t hear 
this kind of story all the time. These are 

Nigeria will be better than Dubai if Yoruba  and Igbo work together - Odumakin
Yinka Odumakin is the spokesperson for Afenifre, the pan-Yoruba social-cultural group. He shares his thoughts 
in this interview with naTHaniEL akHiGBE on how a formidable alliance between the Yoruba and the Igbo can 
rescue Nigeria from the current leadership crisis and onto a path of sustainable development. Excerpts:
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the kind of stories we should celebrate. In a 
way, for as long as we are locked up within 
this limited space called Nigeria, there is 
bound to be rivalry between the Yoruba 
and the Igbo. Why is it so? We are fishing in 
the same pond; we are looking for the same 
thing. There is no skill you find among the 
Yoruba that you don’t find among the Igbo. 
If you have a properly federated country, 
the Yoruba and the Igbo will be engaging 
in positive competitive jealousy such that 
when the Yoruba make a new discovery, 
the Igbo will want to do likewise, leading 
to a healthy and competitive interaction 
existing between these two skilled groups 
who have the knowledge, industry and 
brain. But because we are locked in the new 
Nigeria where everything is about sharing, 
it is who controls power that controls the 
sharing of money and opportunities. That 
is why those who don’t wish us well now 
treat us the way a brutal polygamist will 
treat his wives. You court the Yoruba now 
to deal with the Igbo; when you want to deal 
with the Yoruba, you court the Igbo to come 
and deal with the Yoruba.

You said the reason the Yoruba and Igbo 

ated artificial boundaries. The natural 
boundaries which are River Niger and 
River Benue that divide the North 
from the South were by-passed. 
Niger State is bigger than the entire 
South-East. Bida town in Niger State 
is bigger than the whole Netherlands, 
but the Netherlands today is the 
world’s second-largest exporter of 
agricultural produce after the United 
States. So what are you doing with 
the land in Niger State? At the end 
of the month, you want to use this 
factor to share money. This country 
has been programmed wrongly, we 
have to de-programme. Hence, build-
ing this kind of relationship puts us in 
a better place to know who we are. 
When Yoruba and Igbo understand 
themselves, we can then explain to 
our partners across Nigeria that we 
don’t need to fight, we just need to 
understand who we are. Let us be 
constituted in such a way that we 
are all able to fulfil our special abili-
ties within the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria. 

What do you think will be the 
impact in the long run of this new 
relationship you are building?

The impact in the long run will be, 
first, we will remove the animosity 
between the Yoruba and the Igbo. 
Second, we will be able to cooperate. 
You see, Nigeria will not move for-
ward until the Igbo and the Yoruba 
work together. The solidarity of the 
Yoruba and the Igbo will impact seri-
ously on the South-South. And once 
we have a formidable South, we can 
then build further understanding 
with our brothers in the North about 
how to build an inclusive and bigger 
Nigeria, not on the basis of cheating, 
oppression or one group lording it 
over another. We can have a salad-
bowl country. Within a salad every 
ingredient has its own identity but 
a combination of all the ingredients 
makes up the salad. Nigeria should 
become a salad-bowl country.

 You have talked about the simi-
larities between the Yoruba and 
the Igbo. Given the entrepreneurial 
spirit of the Igbo and the academic 
drive of the Yoruba, can you paint 
a future of the Nigeria you see in 
the next 10 to 20 years if these two 
ethnic groups are able to form an 
alliance?

If the alliance happens, this coun-
try will be transformed greatly. 
When you combine the entrepre-
neurship spirit of the Igbos with the 
skills, knowledge and industry of 
the Yoruba people, that is dynamite. 
You will have a country better than 
Dubai in a very few years where we 
are able to fulfil aspirations. Our future 
will be bright; our children will not 

Nigeria will be better than Dubai if Yoruba  and Igbo work together - Odumakin

be dying in the Mediterranean Sea, 
being treated as sex slaves or being 
auctioned in Libya. We will create 
opportunities for people at home. Go 
to American universities today, you 
see thousands of Yoruba professors all 
over the place. Go to their innovation 
and technology industries, you see the 
beautiful work the Igbo people are do-
ing there. We need to bring all these 
skills back home to transform our land 
and to rewrite our story as a country. 
The new vista being opened between 
these two groups will positively affect 
us and Nigeria will move forward in 
leaps and bounds. Good enough, the 
Yoruba and the Igbo are on the same 
page on the need to restructure Nige-
ria to form a productive country and 
we will make this country better. We 
can rescue this country from disin-
tegration and reposition it to fulfil its 
global mandate not only to the black 
people but to the world at large.

 Under this administration the Igbo 
have complained of marginalisation; 
they have complained that attention 

is not being given the region. For 
instance, we have Innoson Motors 
that is doing very well. In a just soci-
ety, Aba probably would have been 
producing weaponry for the Nigerian 
government. Give us your assessment 
regarding the South-East under this 
government. Do you think the cry of 
marginalisation is justified?

It is not only the Igbo that are mar-
ginalised, most sections in Nigeria 
today are marginalised. Nigeria has 
17 service chiefs, 16 of these chiefs 
are from one section of the country. 
This marginalisation is pushing Ni-
geria down the drain. There are a lot 
of things you can borrow from the 
South-East. During the civil war the 
Igbo were refining petroleum for their 
use. Fifty-seven years after independ-
ence Nigeria cannot refine petroleum 
for its domestic consumption. Once we 
put aside all these negativities and go 
back to productivity, a lot will flourish 
from this group which will impact the 
rest of Nigeria. We can rub on each 
other positively and put an end to the 
fighting and killing.

have not looked at the things they have in 
common is because of a script written of 
them. Who are the designers of this script?

The British. It was designed by the Brit-
ish.

 How do the British benefit from playing 
the Yoruba against the Igbo?

Before independence these were the 
two most educated groups. These were 
the people who led the march for inde-
pendence. Part of the things the British 
did was to punish those who were asking 
for independence, to ensure that when 
they eventually got independence, power 
did not come to them. Secondly, they cre-

If the alliance hap-
pens, this country 

will be transformed 
greatly. When you 
combine the entre-

preneurship spirit of 
the Igbos with the 
skills, knowledge 

and industry of the 
Yoruba people, that 

is dynamite
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‘Everyone deserves a second 
chance and access to justice’

Interview

The Nigerian legal system appears overwhelmed by the influx of cases flooding the nation’s courts needing urgent attention and 
this has greatly affected the dispensation of justice, resulting in several thousands of inmates flooding the limited prisons. Nelson 
Olanipekun of the Gavel is on a mission to help some of these inmates get justice and be acquitted. In this interview with MABEL 
DIMMA, he shares the vision of the Gavel, and its achievements in its one year of existence. Excerpt:

W
hat is the Gavel 
all about?

Gavel is a 
civic tech or-

ganisation that increases the pace 
of justice delivery through tech 
by tracking court cases, providing 
access to justice and reducing the 
opacity in the justice sector. We 
have four major tech tools and 
products: Justice Clock, Timeline 
of cases, info graphics and digi-
tized cause list

Justice Clock is a tool we use 
to track time spent on court cases, 
while with timeline of cases, we 
inform the public as to major 
milestones on the cases we are 
tracking.

The digitisation of cause list is 
to provide a fore knowledge as re-
gards cases that are to be tried in 
court each week; this encourages 
preparation and synergy among 
stakeholders for effective dispen-
sation of justice and with info-
graphics we create advocacy and 
sensitisation on issues around the 
criminal justice system.

What are the aims and beliefs 
of Gavel?

We believe that if we track 
time, we can accelerate justice, 
and that if we link the poor of the 
poorest with probono lawyers, 
we can give access to justice.

We also believe that if we 
make public the activities of 
court by digitising cause lists, 
we can create open and transpar-
ent justice using technology. So 
from the cumulus clouds of the 
Plateau, to the state of Rivers in 
South-South, to the plains in the 
North-West and the creative 
people of South-East; we will 
be disrupting the justice sector 
for better.

Why was the Gavel founded?
Gavel was born out of an 

incubation programme of Civic 
Hive; the incubation and me-
dia arm of BudgIT; so we enjoy 
remarkable support from them.

What need was it created 
to meet?

It is said that justice delayed is 
justice denied. The justice sector 
is faced with many challenges 
ranging from systemic and hu-
man inefficiencies and this is 
causing a slow justice delivery 
system. The bulk of this ineffi-
ciency is not from the judiciary 
like most people think, however, 
49percent of delay in justice 
delivery arises from other gov-
ernment actors while 16percent 
is from the judiciary according 
to a research conducted by the 
Justice for All programme of the 
British Council.

The consequential effect of 
this delay is prison congestion 
and unimaginable numbers of 
awaiting trial inmates. Accord-
ing to a data by Nigeria Bureau of 
Statistics, 72percent of inmates 
in Nigeria prisons are awaiting 
trial. Now the practice is that 
whenever a person is arrested 
the police take such a person to 
the Magistrate Court to be ar-
raigned, however, the magistrate 
Court has limited jurisdiction. 
Most serious offences cannot 
be tried in Magistrate Court, so 
when such people are brought 
to the Magistrate Court, the 
Magistrate checks whether he 
has jurisdiction, if he does not, he 
issues a remand order to put the 
person behind the bars in prison.

Those people sometimes stay 
as long as 7 years without be-
ing charged by the prosecut-
ing bodies to the appropriate 
court, oftentimes the High Court, 
hence the increasing number of 
persons on pre-trial detention.

In less than one year of op-
eration, what has the Gavel 
been able to achieve?

Gavel has been in the fore 
front of advocating for the imple-
mentation of the Administration 
of Criminal Justice Act/Law 
since it has been founded. To 
achieve this objective, the organ-
isation filed a class action suit for 
over 538 awaiting trial persons 
against the relevant prosecuting 
agencies in Oyo State. This class 
of people should ordinarily wait 
not more than 28 days before 
they are charged to Court but 
some are spending over 7 years.

The civic tech organisation 
through its tech tool, also digi-
tise cause lists in over 30 courts 
across Nigeria to reduce the 
opacity in the justice sector, 
improve synergy among stake-
holders in the justice sector 
and also measure the speed at 
which criminal trials are being 
dispensed with.

We are also tracking over 13 
corruption cases. We have re-
leased close to 10 inmates from 
prison and we are still providing 
free legal representation for over 
20 inmates.

How do you get clients and 
how do they locate you?

As a civic tech organisation, 
we are contacted via our tech 
platforms, gavel.ng and social 
media platforms. Also, we get 
referrals from prison or court.

What is the level of aware-
ness in respect to Gavel’s activi-
ties?

As a start-up, we keep increas-
ing our visibility through our 
activities and info-graphics. How-

ever, I am amazed at the level of 
acceptability and visibility we 
enjoy and we keep working on 
making the start-up more visible

Could you please, share your 
experience with the justice sys-
tem since you started?

The justice system is notori-
ously slow. As regards officials, 
sometimes you meet good of-
ficials while at times you meet 
unmotivated, inefficient and 
corrupt officials.

Who are your main clients?
Poorest of the poor who can-

not afford access to justice, while 
others are the stakeholders in the 
justice sector such as lawyers, 
prosecutors, police, prisons etc.

What challenges have you 
faced so far?

The challenges are multifac-
eted. Working closely with court 
officials could be a daunting task 
and our courts are not properly 
funded. In perfecting a court bail, 
you need to provide everything; 
starting from transporting the 
Prosecutor/Registrar to verify the 
addresses of the sureties, to pro-
viding funds to the officer of the 
court who will serve the release 
warrant on the prison facility. You 
provide all these resources.

More so, the issue of fund is a 
major concern. We will love to 
impact lot of lives but without 
funds we are handicapped. Be-
ing a start up with few hands 
and resources, the work could be 
stressful but the soothing balm is 
the joy you get when you reunite 

an underage inmate with his par-
ent or a son with the mother that 
has lost all hope.

Everyone deserves a second 
chance and access to justice. Also, 
in the area of cause list digitalisa-
tion, Court officials can be very 
frustrating especially when you 
are time bound.

In summary, dealing with 
public servants involved in the 
dispensation of justice, traveling 
for cases, getting good hands to 
manage your tech platforms and 
funding are the most challenging 
issues

Are the activities of the Gavel 
nationwide or limited to Lagos?

Gavel is presently being in-
cubated in Lagos by Civic Hive; 
the incubation and media arm 
of BudgIT Nigeria. For now, our 
activities cut across South West 
and Abuja mainly, but we have 
plans to expand soon.

What is Gavel’s focus for 
2018?

Our major focus includes the 
tracking of more corruption-
related cases and advocate for 
faster disposition of the cases, 
increase our access to justice 
programme, push for more imple-
mentation of the Administration 
of Criminal Justice Act/Law, and 
digitise more cause lists across 
Nigeria. Gavel has been work-
ing with volunteers. We have 
Ajibade Oluwafemi; a lawyer 
and Enitan Familuyi; they have 
been big contributors to Gavel’s 
success story.

Tell us about yourself
I am Nelson J. Olanipekun, 

the founder and Project Lead 
of Gavel. I am a lawyer, tech 
enthusiast, and an open justice 
advocate. I graduated from Ekiti 
State University, Ado Ekiti in 
2013 where I bagged LL.B (Hons) 
in Law, after that, I proceeded to 
Nigerian Law School.

While in Law School, I created 
an online platform that helps 
legal practitioners, law students 
and legal minds interact with 
the view to create synergy and 
bridge the gap that comes with 
jurisdictional issues. I also taught 
interested students how to use 
some tech tools that would be 
beneficial to their legal practice 
in law school. I was called to the 
Nigeria Bar in 2014.

In 2016, I took a Master De-
gree course in forensic science 
and took great interest in cy-
ber/digital forensics; the field in 
which I wrote my thesis. I love 
strategic thinking, movies and 
video games. I am a Christian and 
I believe in contributing my little 
quota to better the world.

Nelson Olanipekun
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My husband being an 
industrialist knows what 
it takes to run the busi-
ness and he appreciates 
the little I am contribut-

ing.  He backs me up with 
every support I need. My 

education at University of 
Ilorin for the first degree 
and University of Lagos 

for the second degree is an 
asset that I have put to use 

effectively

‘Home-grown economics is panacea to recession’

A
s a woman of many parts 
and captain of industries, how 
do you assess the economic 
atmosphere of this country 
presently?

Our country Nigeria is just coming out of 
recession and we all know what recession 
means. We have recorded a negative growth 
for the fifth quarter in a row with an aggregate 
slump in GDP of -1.5% in 2016 and this trans-
lates into low purchasing power, lack of pa-
tronage for local goods, massive stock build-up 
in the warehouses of manufacturers, workers 
placed or stood off or outright laid-off, loss of 
revenue to the Government, non-performing 
loans, credit crunch and a host of discomfort 
to the populace. This is a challenging time for 
all, nobody is favoured. Recession calls on 
everyone to be at their wits end. Home grown 
economics is the panacea to recession and this 
is what the present administration is preaching 
and supporting in some sectors.

May we know more about your compa-
nies?

In the beginning, I joined my husband in 
his business as a trader, but later we became 
Industrialists with many ventures.  I am on the 
board of these companies in their capacities as 
special purpose vehicles and as separate busi-
ness entities, but the brand name, Kamwire is 
overshadowing.

Mistufik Nigeria Limited and Bitkam En-
terprises are my own companies to sustain 
the trading arm of the conglomerate.  Along 
the line, I appreciated the opportunity in farm-
ing; particularly crop farming and I obtained 
the permission from my husband to venture 
into this sector and so far, so good. My team 
and I have progressed into the processing of 
agricultural yields from the farms, like garri 
under the brand name of ‘Kamfarm’.  We pro-
duce lots of Yams, Plantains, Melons and other 
arable crops in commercial quantities because 
the growth of Nigeria’s GDP lies in Agriculture 
and Manufacturing.

How do you source for energy to power 
all these companies and how does that situa-
tion affect your business vis-a-vis retail cost 
of your products?

Government anywhere in the world has 
got no business in Business. Government 
should be busy with good governance, capac-
ity building, provision of enabling environment 
(infrastructures) and investment-friendly policies 
for local entrepreneurs and direct foreign investors. 
Unfortunately, the infrastructures such as power, 
roads, railways, gas pipeline networks, waterways 
are not enough, for example, there is no gas pipeline 
network anywhere in Kwara State for cheaper 
energy whereas it is abundant in Lagos.

The economic playing field is not level; how-
ever, we are fortunate in Kwara because of the 
establishment of Ganmo Power Substation by 
Saraki’s administration which provides relatively 
stable power supply to our factories. We are also 
reaping the benefit of being nearer to Kainji and 
Jebba hydro energy sources.  Until lately, the 
Naira/Kwh was affordable, but the new tariff of 
N45.45/Kwh is discriminating and excruciatingly 
expensive, almost 100% increase in one fell-swoop.

How can those of us in the steel industry with 
high energy demand compete with imported prod-
ucts?  No way. We have put on our thinking caps 
and very soon, we shall extricate ourselves 
from the claws of the DISCOS and become eli-
gible customers of the GENCOS with reduced 
tariff.  We have provided transmission lines 

Maryam Bolanle

how do you think women like you will 
succeed?

Women are the finest creation of the Al-
mighty One and they are gifted with perse-
verance and resilience.  We are endowed with 
the fruitage of long-suffering and forbearance 
always believing that there shall be honey 
tomorrow.  Managing the home and manag-
ing the business are not easy tasks but I thank 
God for the gifts given to me.  My husband 
being an industrialist knows what it takes to 
run the business and he appreciates the little I 
am contributing.  He backs me up with every 
support I need. My education at University of 
Ilorin for the first degree and University of 
Lagos for the second degree is an asset that I 
have put to use effectively.

What are the plans for your companies 
in terms of expansion?

Manufacturing what we need in Nigeria 
and using locally sourced raw materials is 
the ultimate room for expansion.  We are not 
going to rest until we source all our raw mate-
rials locally- it is the best way to expand. We 
are part and parcel of the Nigerian industrial 
revolution plan and we have keyed into it.

For the companies where you operate, 
what is your company’s corporate social 
responsibility like?

We are conscious of the inadequate infra-
structures around us and we know that the 
government cannot provide everything. We 
try our hardest to provide these infrastruc-
tures within the hosting communities. We 
have provided roads, repaired some major 
highways, gave out transformers to boost 
energy supplies, sank boreholes, and built 
places of worship as well as outright cash 
donations to the needy.

Among the women in leadership; who 
are the personalities you could consider as 
your role model?

I don’t really devote attention to getting 
them assessed but I respect the late Dora 
Akunyili. She was agile and intelligent, what 
she did in NAFDAC and her records there re-
main unbeatable, indeed she was an achiever. 
I also admire Okonjo Iwela though in my own 
view she was never a politician only that she 
took up political appointments. Sarah Alade 
is also another woman that I doff my cap for 
and hold in high esteem.

The only person I can single out among the 
real politicians is Senator Gbemisola Saraki; 
she is pretty and calm, she is also quite good 
when it comes to politics, and Senator Remi 
Tinubu too is strong-minded, intelligent and 
tough. I also appreciate the woman some 
people do describe as my look- alike, Ayo 
Omidiran of the House of Representatives. 
She has been up and doing too. Toyin Saraki is 
not a politician but I can say she has done well 
in using her Wellbeing Foundation to touch 
people’s lives. I do see her on television travers-
ing countries; sparing time and resources all in 
the name of making her foundations record 
positive touch in the lives of people. She is 
amiable and nice.

Behind a successful man, there is a re-
sponsible and good woman, without Toyin 
Saraki there can be no Bukola Saraki. I know 
she has really supported her husband; she is 
also very strong but she is not a politician. 
Let Nigerian women be partners and friends 
to their husbands, mothers of their children 
and determine to work with their own hands 
and the most important of all, safeguard their 
spirituality – that is the way of life.

Maryam Bolanle Yusuf is managing director of five different companies, namely Bitkam Nigeria Enterprises, DIMKIT Nigeria Limited, 
Mistufik Ventures, Kamfarm Investment, Kam Quarry Limited and deputy managing director of KAM Industries Limited. In this interview 
with SIKIRAT SHEHU, she speaks on her continued demonstration of high level entrepreneurial skills through her involvements in many 
businesses both locally and internationally. Excerpts:

from the substation to our installations; we do 
not owe any DISCOS anything.

The retail cost of any of our products is 
the lowest in the industry because we have 
to compete effectively against local manu-
facturers and imported products, even the 
substandard ones. The economic space does 
not favor high selling price.

What are the economic challenges facing 
your companies?

Kwara State is a land-locked state. We need 
good road networks for ease of moving in raw 
materials and moving out finished products. 
As a leader in the steel industry, we need 
venture capital at reasonable rates of interest.  
We need intervention/low priced and long 
tenor-funds for the farming venture and also 
for the processing factory.  We also have the 
challenge of skill gap in automation and sys-
tems engineering, project management and 
information technology security. The current 
exchange rate has increased the cost of hiring 
expatriates; we need skilled Nigerians.

Are you suffering from negative impacts 
of smuggling into the country?

Smugglers are Industrialists’ killer squad; 
they aid dumping and distribution of substan-
dard products.  Unfortunately, our borders are 
porous.  Smuggling has worsened the present 
economic recession as a result of dumping of 
substandard products into the market place 
thus closing the market against local manu-
facturers of quality products. For example, 
eighty-five percent of galvanized roofing 
sheets in the Eastern markets are imported 
substandard products.  We look forward to 
SON and the Nigeria Customs Service to rescue 
us from this killer squad.

Would you say tax regimes of all tiers 
of government are favorable to economic 
growth and development?

The Tax to GDP ratio of 6% in Nigeria; it is 
low and any effort to boost it is welcomed but 
the issue is that many Nigerians are not in 
the tax net particularly those in the informal 
sector and those whose names are not on any 
payroll.  This omission has caused Govern-
ments in Nigeria to make a scapegoat out of 
Industrialists and formal Business people. 
Multiplicity of tax, especially at Local govern-
ment level is a sore point; they are like mos-
quitoes humming in your ears throughout the 
night.  You cannot get a good sleep.

With all these challenges identified 
which are causing headache to men already, 



Ajimobi: Keeping faith with Oyo 
workers in prosperity and adversity

T
hese are indeed chal-
lenging times for state 
governors, majority 
of whom, indubita-
bly, are not ‘sleeping 

soundly’ because of the financial 
dire straits currently buffeting 
the country. At the end of each 
month, the state’s helmsmen 
are, expectedly, torn between 
committing the available pit-
tance to the backlog of benefits 
of the dark and grey-haired on 
their pay role and fulfillment of 
their electioneering promises to 
transmute their states into an El 
Dorado.

Since 2015, regular payment 
of salaries and pensions has 
become a daunting task, forcing 
states to evolve several strategies 
and formulas to defray the accu-
mulating arrears. The timely in-
tervention of President Muham-
madu Buhari, through the pay-
ment of budget support facility, 
bailout fund and the Paris Club 
refund to states to cushion the ef-
fect, has been heartwarming. By 
this sheer altruism, the president 
has shown himself to be a caring 
leader and father of the nation. 
Curiously, some commentators, 
who are seemingly pontificating 
from their comfort zones, have 
opposed the release of the last 
tranche of the Paris Club refund 
on a rather superficial premise. 
In their jaundiced views, the 
states deserve no further pity 
because majority of them did 
not utilise past interventions 
judiciously. This is tantamount 
to cutting the nose to spite the 
face. Surely, decapitation is no 
solution to migraine.

That the Nigeria Labour Con-
gress could be in the league of 
those with this pernicious stance 
still beggars belief. Permit me to 
join President Buhari in asking 
the NLC and the other antago-
nists if they ever pondered ‘how 
the workers feed their families, 
pay their rents and even pay 
school fees for their children’ in 
these trying times. Do they spare 
any thought for the senior citi-
zens, particularly those in their 
dotage, who need to buy drugs 
regularly to keep their enfeebled 
bodies in shape?

For this Christmas to be mer-
ry for workers and pensioners, 
let those concerned fast-track 
the release of the Paris Club 
refund. Although, the cushion-
ing effect may be for a fleeting 
period in states where salaries 
and pensions have piled up, but 
half bread is better than none. 
The payment will not stop the 
anti-graft agencies from poring 
over the financial records of the 
36 states, as was done in the past, 
to sanction those harbouring 
roaches in their cabinets.

Since 2011, it’s on record that 
Ajimobi has kept faith with 
workers and pensioners. In 
adversity and prosperity, the 
governor has made workers the 
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capstone of his administration.
Oyo State has about 101,000 

public servants and pension-
ers on its pay roll, which, un-
arguably, is one of the larg-
est workforces in the country; 
with a monthly wage bill of 
about N4.5billion. The figure 
had dropped from the erstwhile 
N5.2billion due to the suspension 
of some budget components, 
in agreement with the labour 
unions. Suffice to say that the 
oscillating monthly allocation 
from the Federation Account, in 
the region of N3.5bn, and inter-
nally generated revenue of about 
N1.5bn is grossly insufficient to 
meet the growing developmen-
tal needs of Oyo State. Today, 100 
per cent of the allocation from 
the central vault is committed 
to payment of salaries in a rare 
gesture by the governor, while 
other recurrent and capital ex-
penditures compete for the IGR. 
Thus, Ajimobi deserves plaudits 
for successfully navigating the 
conundrum of managing the 
expectations of the workforce, 
state-owned institutions and 
those of the more than six mil-
lion other citizens of the state. 
To all intents and purposes, 
citizens crave the dividends of 
democracy, notwithstanding the 
vagaries of the economy.

To the governor’s credit, only 
few workers with bogus cre-
dentials and other grave viola-
tions have so far been relieved 
of their appointments after a 
forensic audit, in spite of the cash 
crunch. And those that suffered 
collateral damage in the process 
of the purge, but with proven 
innocence, were reabsorbed into 
the system and paid arrears of 
their salaries.

For the record, the Ajimobi-
led administration was the first 
to pay 13th month full basic sal-
ary for three consecutive years 
(2011-2013) in the history of the 
state before the pervading pau-
city of fund made the largesse 
unsustainable. The governor has 
also increased workers’ salaries 
by 300 per cent in the last six 
years. Before the economy be-
gan to experience a downward 
trend, the governor made pay-
ment of salaries on or before the 
25th of every month a policy.

On the receipt of the N17.3bn 
bailout in 2015, the governor 
ensured that all the four-month 
arrears of salaries, spanning May 
to August 2015 were cleared. 
And to liquidate the freshly 
accumulated arrears, he had in 
December 2016, as well as in 
January, March and July 2017 
paid double salaries that left the 
arrears at just two months as at 
July before rising to the current 
three months.

Whereas, the FG appealed to 
states to utilise 50 percent of the 
first tranche of the Paris Club 
refund for payment of salaries 
and pension, the Ajimobi ad-
ministration used 60 per cent of 
the N7.2billion received; while 
it committed 100 per cent of 
the second tranche of N5billion 
to the payment of salaries, as 
against the proposed 75 percent. 
Thus, out of the total N12.2billion 
received, about N9.3bn was used 
to defray salaries of state and 
local government employees, 
representing 76 percent of the 
total sum.

Convinced about the trans-
parent utilisation of the first 
bailout, the Senate Committee 
on State and Local Government 

Governor Ajimobi

Administration, led by Senator 
Abdullahi Gumel, had, during 
an oversight visit to the state on 
January 25, 2017, given the state 
a clean bill of health.

To incentivize the workers, 
over 30,000, including teachers, 
have been promoted in the last 
six years. These included those 
that had been condemned to 
the awaiting list between 2008 
and 2011. Similarly, more than 
8,000 workers have received 
car loans, which was jacked up 
to N500,000 from the erstwhile 
N200,000; while close to 1000 
got loans of N2million each to 
put roofs on their heads; up from 
the N1million they used to get. 
For effective service delivery, 
over 16,000 civil servants have 
been sponsored on local and 
overseas training under Aji-
mobi’s watch.

Ajimobi is also the first gover-
nor in the history of the state to 
purchase shuttle buses (10 units 
of 63-seater) for the transporta-
tion of workers to and from 
work, free of charge.

The governor, who is known 
for his excellent sartorial taste, 
has also successfully changed 
the dress sense of workers, in-
cluding political office holders. 
Not only this, the once-squalid 
Governor’s Office has now been 
transformed into a picturesque 
edifice with tranquil ambience. 
Today, the roving courtiers of 
praise singers, drummers and 
rapacious praise singers that 
used to serenade past governors 
and VIPs have been banished 
from the façade of the Gover-
nor’s Office.

Without any equivocation, 
the fortunes of senior citizens 
have been enhanced under the 
Ajimobi-led administration, 
starting with the implementa-
tion of the 142 percent increase 
in pension, which gulped about 
N2billion, plus arrears. Also 
worthy of note was the payment 
of six and 15 per cent pension 
increases in 2013, donation of 
operational bus to the Nigeria 
Union of Pensioners (NUP) and 
harmonisation of the pension 
of retired heads of service and 
permanent secretaries.

In an unprecedented move, 
the union had, during their 
congress on February 4, 2015, 
conferred the award of ‘Best 
pensioner-friendly governor 
in the history of Oyo State’ on 
Ajimobi. The General Secretary 
of the NUP, Elder Actor Zal, 
who stood in for the National 
President, Abel Afolayan, had 
decorated the governor with the 
prized award.

At the event, the then State 
Chairman, Ganiyu Azeez, and 
State Secretary, Comrade Oluse-
gun Abatan, waxed lyrical about 
the governor’s gestures.

“They (past governors) told 
pensioners that no governor can 
implement 142 percent pay rise 
for pensioners. But you and your 
government have proved them 

wrong by implementing it. By 
the time some pensioners col-
lected this money, many of them 
became millionaires overnight. 
Some even collected up to N8 
million, even when they did not 
collect up to N100,000 as gratu-
ity when they retired.”

Therefore, this passing phase 
of adversity, characterised by 
the current wonky economy, 
calls for understanding and 
support of all and sundry; and 
not condemnation of the same 
government that had put smiles 
on many faces in the season 
of buoyancy. We should not 
allow adversity to crush our 
can-do spirit; rather, it should 
strengthen it (ala Jonathan 
Huie). Let citizens be inspired by 
the admonition of Lee Lacocca 
that ‘In times of great stress or 
adversity, it’s always best to 
keep busy, to plow your anger 
and your energy into something 
positive.’

Paradoxically, among the 
vociferous latter-day critics of 
the Ajimobi-led administration 
are some incorrigible individuals 
and corporate tax evaders who 
are culpable in the leakages sty-
mieing the development of the 
state. Their ilk includes public 
officials aiding and abetting tax 
evasion. Some of these economic 
saboteurs even print their own 
receipts, which they substitute 
for official ones. Those adept at 
cutting corners by patronizing 
touts at revenue collection cen-
tres or bribing collectors instead 
of paying appropriate levies and 
rates cannot also not be exoner-
ated from this group. Among 
these unpatriotic citizens are 
residents who hide under the 
cover of darkness to dump refuse 
indiscriminately, particularly on 
median strips.

As part of its financial reen-
gineering, the state government 
had taken bold steps to enhance 
its internally generated revenue. 
Therefore, efforts must be inten-
sified in this direction. Although, 
this may not be the best of times 
to increase taxes and rates, it is 
nevertheless the most auspicious 
time to aggressively expand the 
tax net by co-opting every tax-
able citizen. Those saddled with 
this responsibility should brace 
themselves for the challenges, 
while every loophole in the 
process of collecting and remit-
ting must be plugged. An Indian 
philosopher, Kautilya Chanakya, 
once said ‘test a servant while 
in the discharge of his duty, a 
relative in difficulty, a friend in 
adversity, and a wife in misfor-
tune.’ May we all pass this acid 
test of patriotism.

Please join me in toasting to 
the continued good health of the 
quintessential leader and game 
changer, Governor Abiola Aji-
mobi, as he celebrates 68 years 
of God’s abiding grace.

•Oyedele is Senior Special 
Assistant on Media to Oyo State 
Governor



Udom’s power revolution: Energising 
rapid economic growth in Akwa Ibom

I
t is a known and well ac-
cepted fact that very few 
modern humans can sur-
vive effectively without 
power and energy. Apart 

from survival and comfort, en-
ergy and electrical power play 
crucial role in virtually all areas 
of  development- social sector, 
education, health, transportation 
and agriculture.

In the strategic area of indus-
trialisation, Power and energy are 
quite critical. This explains why 
Governor Udom Emmanuel, in 
his quest to catapult Akwa Ibom 
State into an industrial hub in 
the gulf of Guinea, has vigorously 
tackled power generation in the 
state to boost commercial and 
domestic activities.

According to Etido Inyang, 
chairman of Ibom Power Plant, 
Governor Udom Emmanuel 
clearly understood from incep-
tion that the industrialisation 
of Akwa Ibom State, which is 
the bed rock of this administra-
tion, will not succeed without 
adequate power.

Generation was the starting 
point for the Udom led adminis-
tration in the area of power be-
cause the government felt that is 
where the foot print is.  Presently, 
according to the Electricity board 
Chairman, Akwa Ibom State 
Government owns 100 percent of 
the Ibom Power Plant (IPP) which 
has a total capacity of generating 
191MW of power, but is currently 
generating 154MW. In the words 
of Inyang, “we are working as-
siduously to make sure we start 
up the third turbine. By the first 
quarters of next year we will 
fully be running the 191MW. 
His Excellency, Governor Udom 
Emmanuel has secured a license 
before now of 685MW of power. 
Remember we are generating 
191MW so we have a gap of 494 
MW call it 500 MW. Apart from 
generating this 154 MW, which 
we are pushing to generating the 
191 MW we are equally tasking 
the investors to come into what 
we call the phase 2 of the power 
plant.

“This government has fixed 
three turbines. We are also help-
ing TCN to push for evacuation. 
The state government even paid 
for that evacuation and we are 
asking TCN for a refund. Even 
cables, poles that are fallen are be-
ing fixed by the state government 
on behalf of the TCN”.

Inyang who is a former Com-
missioner for Special Duties in 
Akwa Ibom State also revealed 
that this year alone the state 
government has fixed over 50 
mega transformers. Inyang ex-
plains further, “We are talking 
about Ekim injection sub-station 

of 2/60MVA on completion. The 
Governor has approved dedicated 
power to Ikot Abasi because they 
are the provider of this power. 
But generally the drive of Ibom 
power with His Excellency vi-
sion is to improve general power 
supply in Akwa Ibom State. It 
is not only in Uyo metropolis 
where residents are enjoying 20 
hours power supply. If you go to 
Ikot Ekpene people are enjoying 
because of improved electricity 
supply. So everybody tends to 
have a sense of relief of the fact 
that the power situation in Akwa 
Ibom has generally improve”.

Corroborating with the views 
of Inyang, the Akwa Ibom State 
Commissioner of Information 
and Strategy, Charles Udoh also 
revealed to a select group of 
editors recently the giant strides 
achieved in the state in the area 
of power in the last two years. “I 
know how the power sector has 
been problematic in Nigeria for 
a long time. Since we commis-
sioned the injector station in Uyo, 
power within Uyo metropolis 
and environs has improved dra-
matically; we now have 18 hours 
of electricity on a daily basis. 
You know that in a Nigeria set-
ting, that almost is a miracle. We 
have shown that it is doable. So 
beyond the success of that injec-

tor station, we are building two 
new injector stations, one at the 
airport to feed the airport and the 
immediate environment, another 
one to feed the industrial city|”.

Another area of remarkable 
development is the establish-
ment of Africa’s first ever Electric 
Metering Industry that was in-
augurated that was inaugurated 
by Nigeria’s Vice President, Prof. 
Yemi Osinbajo when Akwa Ibom 
State celebrated her 30th anni-
versary in September, 2017.

The metering factory, ex-
ecuted by Governor Udom Em-
manuel is to reduce high cost of 
electricity tariff and encourage 
micro, small and medium scale 
businesses to spring up in every 
nook and cranny of the State. 
With the commitment from the 
Electricity Distribution Com-
pany, Akwa Ibom will be the first 
to start enjoying 80 percent of 
meter availability for consumers.

Apart from the creative ef-
forts of the Akwa Ibom state 
government that has ensured 
the attainment of 18 hours daily 
electricity supply in most parts 
of the state, another unique step 
taken by the Udom Emmanuel 
government is the Installation of 
“dead bus” technology which al-
lows Akwa Ibom to be an Island 
of power supply during national 
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governor in Nigeria. It is one deci-
sion Akwa Ibomites will thanks 
this administration for decades 
and years after dividends of this 
action starts yielding results.  

And as we have steady power 
in the state, a lot of people will 
want to relocate to the state, 
business will spring up and the 
state will develop from their 
taxes. The real benefits will come 
when industries start coming. 
The youth will be employed, so 
many things will start happening 
in Akwa Ibom for me is not going 
to be long.

At the Ekim axis of the state, 
you can see industries coming 
up because we are fixing the sub-
station there. The next one we are 
working with the TCN and Fed-
eral Government is to assist give 
us a sub-station again at Oron. At 
Oron we should be able to take 
care of that franchise. That is to 
tell you that there is a complete 
plan to power the whole state by 
this administration.

Provision of steady power 
supply across the state will en-
sure improvement of life of the 
citizenry and provide enabling 
environment for springing up 
of industries, thereby making 
Akwa Ibom an industrial hub and 
preferred destination of choice 
for investors.

grid outages. This development 
has successfully insulated the 
state from the perennial problem 
of national grid failure.

The successful Completion of 
the electricity distribution asset 
evaluation to ascertain the num-
ber of transformers and custom-
ers on each transformer in every 
village, ward and communities 
across the three (3) Senatorial 
districts is another remarkable 
achievement of the state govern-
ment. The success of this evalu-
ation and massive provision of 
transformers have particularly 
Improved power supply in vari-
ous communities across the State 
including Etebi Ikot Udofa/Ikot 
Udota in Eket L.G.A, Etinan L.G.A, 
Ikot Abasi Town, Ikot Akpan 
Mkpe, Afaha Atai in Onna LGA, 
Awa Ikot Nsong, Nkana Com-
munities, Ewet housing estate, 
AKBC in Ntak Inyang, Peacock 
paint industry, Ibom E-library 
and within Uyo Capital City.

The establishment of injection 
sub-station is another remarkable 
milestone achieved by Akwa 
ibom state in the last two years. 
In the words of Etido Inyang, 
Chairman of Ibom Power Plant, 
“it takes great heart and vision 
for a governor at this recession to 
decide to do injection sub-station 
it is not done by any of the state 

Governor Udom



Rising violence in 
Nigerian schools

Endless return from Libya

Yet another refutation!Double standard!

C
ases of manslaughter and outright murder 
have become rampant in Nigeria’s institu-
tions of higher learning. We read and hear 
about students stabbing one another to 
death over girl friends, or ladies pouring 

acid on one another over boy friend-related issues. 
Just last week a student of Kogi Poly was said to 
have stabbed to death a room-mate of his. It is no 
point looking very far for the cause of the increas-
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ing violence in the school; it is a reflection of 
the larger society. In the country today, there 
are too many cases of husband killing wives 
and vice versa. Police are killing, ritualists are 
killing; kidnappers are killing; even in some 
places regarded as religious centres people are 
also killing one another to advance their personal 
interests. May the Lord save Nigeria from the gale 
of bloodshed.

The ban on importation 
of cars through the land 
borders with its atten-

dant high cost of clearing is 
sheer wickedness and hypoc-
risy on the part of government.

Before the ban came, the Ni-
gerian middle class and the not-
too-rich ones used to import 
fairly used cars from Cotonou 
and Togo through Seme and 
Idiroko land borders.

Today, all that is gone. Ev-
erything has been blocked. The 
middle class no longer afford 
the second-hand vehicle. Only 
last Tuesday, someone who 
used to import cars through 
land borders, lamented the 
high cost of vehicles these 
days.

Even cars that were sold in 
Togo and Cotonou for as low 
price as N300,000 or N400,000 
are now N600,000 and clear-
ing costs about N400,000 
which means that to get some-
thing that resembles a car, one 
has to spend about million.

Meanwhile, those in gov-
ernment go for the latest mod-

The number of Nigerians return-
ing from Libya appears as if 
all Nigerians were involved 

in the fruitless journey. Since last 
month, they have been returning 
and what I find most ridiculous is the 
way government is beating its chest 
for facilitating the evacuation. The 
migrants have continued to return in 
batches and it appears endless. Before 
now, countless number of Nigerians 
had died in Libya and in other foreign 
lands where they had run to in order 
to escape the ugly socio-economic 
situation in the country. Ordinarily, 
Nigerians should have no reason 
to think of running away from the 
country given the great endowments 
the country enjoys.

But human error has brought 
untold hardship on Nigeria, causing 
the citizens to look elsewhere for a 
breath of fresh air.

A country rich in oil, several 
minerals buried beneath the earth; 
rich soil for agriculture with good 
weather condition and robust hu-
man resources, has continued to 
remain a laughing stock in the com-
mittee of nations as a result of defi-
cient leadership.

Today, like the four lepers at the 

Last week, Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s 
peace was disturbed by a report 
speculating that the former gov-
ernor of Lagos State and national 
leader of the APC was nursing the 
ambition to replace Vice President 
Yemi Osinbajo as the running mate 
to President Muhammadu Buhari 
in 2019.
Refuting the report, Tinubu de-
scribed it as “a classic case of utterly 
and irredeemable fake news”.
Well, Asiwaju should brace up 
for more of such reports as we 
approach the 2019 general elec-
tion. I think what may have given 
rise to the latest insinuation is the 
seemingly dalliance between the 
president and Tinubu, in the re-
cent time, particularly the journey 
to Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire for the 
European Union –African Union, 
EU-AU, summit, which observers 
said Tinubu had no business at-
tending. The author of the report 
should have also known that the 
attempt in 2015 for Buhari-Tinubu 
ticket could not fly for many rea-
sons. It could not work out because 
Moslem-Moslem ticket was (and 
still is) a “No, No.”
Again, we heard at that time that 
Buhari was sufficiently warned 
against it because of the disaffec-
tion it could breed. The report may 

els of choice cars which are paid 
for from tax payers’ money. 
They are the same people that 
gave the order to halt importa-
tion of tokunbo cars from the 
land borders.

Those in the corridors of 
power reel out laws that favour 
them and their families, and 
they care less about what hap-
pens to others. The aphorism, 
‘live and let live’ is not in their 
dictionary. Whereas the poor 

gate of Samaria, who took a decision 
to fall into the camp of the Syrians 
even if it cost them their lives, Nige-
rians are taking dangerous decisions 
as a result of provocation by their 
so-called leaders.

Now, the returnee migrants are 
being pampered and are being taken 
through some skills acquisition ses-
sions and we hope that would tame 
their rabid love for Europe.

The truth is that it is only those 
with strength of character and de-
termination to “sink or swim” with 
Nigeria that have not taken some 
dangerous decisions like their mi-
grant compatriots.

The attitude of government is as 
discouraging as it is inciting. It can 
incite citizens to go into criminal 
activities.

We hear how corrupt leaders 
live big at the expense of all of us 
and that can incite anybody to go 
into crime. So, it is not about bring-
ing back the migrants, it is about 
politicians changing their attitude 
to governance and attachment to 
earthly wealth. Nigerian riches must 
go round in such a way that people 
will no longer be pushed into making 
dangerous decisions.

have been written to pre-empt or 
stop some people in their track. 
Whatever, it was meant to achieve; 
the good thing is that the Jagaban 
has said again and again that he 
had no such ambition. This is not 
the first time that Tinubu has had 
to refute newspaper reports on a 
touted ambition in 2019. Firstly, 
it was a report insinuating that he 
would run for the presidency. He 
had refuted the report and said 
he would only contemplate that it 
Buhari for any reason decided not to 
run again. Some observers are of the 
opinion that there cannot be smoke 
without fire. Tinubu, like any other 
Nigerian, is entitled to aspire to any 
position, and having conquered 
everything else, his ultimate ambi-
tion now could be how to become 
the president of Nigeria. But some 
analysts think it would be more 
honourable for him to remain a king 
maker than to be a king himself.

do not go for the SUVs and 
Prados Jeeps, they should be 
allowed to settle for lower cars 
that are not even brand new.

The double standard by the 
ruling class is the thing that 
forces some Nigerians into ex-
ile and some begin to attempt 
suicide by wadding through 
the Mediterranean. It is high 
time leaders made the country 
conducive for everybody to 
operate at his or her own level.
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T
here are some words 
that take away all the joy 
from a man’s heart when 
they hear it. One of such 
is the word “DEATH”. 

It connotes lifelessness, helpless-
ness, hopelessness, forlornness. It 
brings sorrow and it takes beauty 
out of life.

How many people will agree 
with me that death actually is the 
beauty of life?  A life without death 
is a life not worth living. It is a life 
that is sour, tasteless and bitter. Such 
a life is valueless, drab and uninter-
esting. The design of God for us is 
to find life in death. We may never 
enjoy the beauty that the Word of 
God has for us except we die. 

“Unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains 
just a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit (John 12:24)”; our 
fruitfulness in any area of our lives 
is a function of death to unfruitful-

The beauty of life in death
ness. At every point in time in our 
lives for us to move from one stage 
to another stage it requires some 
form of death. Poverty has to die 
to attain prosperity; illiteracy has 
to die to attain literacy. Sickness 
has to die for health to surface. To 
function in faith, fear has to die.  In 
order to live life to the full, there 
has to be several deaths in different 
aspects of our lives, which we may 
not be conscious of when they are 
taking place.

Our perception in life truly 
determines our outcome in life. 
If death is perceived wrongly, we 
would get wrong results which 
would end up in death the way we 
all know it. Our definition of death 
must be redefined in the light of the 
finished work of Jesus on the cross 
of Calvary.

When we walk in this light that‘’ 
Death is Living’’, then we stop be-
ing afraid and it no longer has any 
clutch over us. The fear of it loses its 
grip on us. The only known enemies 
that have held us in bondage all 
through our lives is Death and Fear. 
This duo has so much grip on man-
kind that it prevents from accessing 
the “beauty of life in death”. Inside 
each word spoken by God, lies life 
and the benefits of life. It takes the 
discerning and the spiritually in-
telligent to come to term with this 

truth. Jesus Christ said: ‘’The word 
that I speak unto you are Spirit and 
life’’ (Jn.6:63). However, the fear of 
death prevents us from harnessing 
the life in the spoken WORD.

If you are not ready to lay your 
life down in death you can never 
succeed in business as designed by 
God. Every patriarch that ever did 
exploits and was celebrated, was a 
person that was familiar with the 
“beauty of life in death”. In order 
for the seed promised to Abraham 
by God to come into existence, he 
celebrated and relished death( … 
he considered his own body not 
being dead ,neither the deadness 
of Sarah’s womb, against hope he 
believed in hope (Rom.4:19)- in 
death he believed in life and fully 
persuaded that life could come out 
of death…)

Same for his son Isaac, who was 
ready to die believing God’s words 
that his seeds would multiply in 
famine. And because of this be-
lieve system brought about by the 
spoken WORD of God, he recorded 
unprecedented, gargantuan result 
in business that stupefied the entire 
country at his time. All of this is as a 
function of readiness to die for what 
God said. Planting in famine was 
like a suicide mission, while others 
were fleeing.

If you are not ready to lay your 

life down to take God at His word 
by dying to your senses, you can 
never work in divine health. It is 
only when the WORD of God has 
become your life and you are ready 
to die for the truth in the word of 
God that says “…by His stripes you 
were healed”, that is when you are 
truly beginning to live.

You must take your stand on 
the WORD even with disease 
and sickness ravaging your body, 
and symptoms screaming loudly 
in your ear that you are going to 
die. You’ve got to be ready to die 
before you can LIVE under such a 
circumstance. It is only people that 
are dead that can truly live because 
they have lost their fear of death 
and have lost their fear of fear itself. 
(Hebrew 2:14-15).

There was neither help nor hope 
for Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego 
and Daniel. The only option they 
had was death and they went for 
it and they lived. Many times in 
our lives and businesses we would 
be confronted with situations that 
look like death and circumstances 
of destruction. However, it is our 
interpretation of the circumstance 
and understanding of the “beauty 
of life in death” that makes for liv-
ing. We know for sure it may look 
like death but resident inside that 
situation is life, and life in abun-

dance. If death was not present 
Jesus would not have spoken about 
the LIFE He brought (Jn. 10:10).

If you are not dead you cannot 
live when the economy is crash-
ing, the pillars that are supposed 
to hold the world together seem to 
be collapsing and fear seems to be 
the order of the day. You cannot 
claim to be living when the fear of 
death has paralyzed you. Life is not 
worth living under such a condi-
tion because, you are already dead, 
and it’s just that you do not know. I 
believe recognizing the beauty that 
is in death as expatiated and appro-
priating it makes for true living. Not 
embracing this truth and living in 
fear has killed you already.

Every truth written in the word 
of God remains on the pages of the 
Bible alone and are ineffective, 
until we are ready to die (to dare 
to believe them and act on them 
even when the circumstances 
are contrary) otherwise we may 
never birth the life that they pos-
sess. Beloved, scriptures says “oh 
death where is your sting… (1 Cor. 
15:55)”As you stare death in the face 
whether in your business or career 
(through sack letter), remember 
resident in that situation is life that 
Jesus brought, so harness it.

Remain Blessed

Rome Business School commits to sustenance of family businesses

T
he Rome Business School 
Nigeria at the weekend re-
iterated its resolve to work 
assiduously towards the 

sustainability of family businesses 
in Nigeria.

Humphrey Akanazu, country 
manager, Rome Business School, 
made this position known in 
his opening remarks during the 
school’s Breakfast Meeting and Ex-
ecutive Networking held at its new 
facility located in Ikeja GRA, Lagos.

He stated with conviction that 
the school is fully ready to play a 
leading role in providing relevant 
research information that will save 

family businesses in Nigeria from 
imminent collapse.

According to him, while the 
school’s focus is on providing solu-
tions to Nigeria’s managerial chal-
lenges and also to highlight various 
products that could be exported 
from Nigeria in particular, and 
Africa in general to the rest of the 
world, the school’s commitment 
to the sustainability of family busi-
nesses in the country is second to 
none.

“It is my honour to welcome you 
to the second edition of Rome Busi-
ness School Family Business educa-
tion. We organized it to help family 
business owners and professionals 
who want run their own businesses 
and run it like a family owned.

“For those who are working 

with business owners, we hope 
that one day you will start your 
own or run the current business in 
line with the vision of the owner. 
For those who are running fam-
ily businesses who are owners, 
we are here to discuss challeng-
ing issues with such businesses, 
especially in our environment. 
This programme is to educate us 
on how to navigate through these 
challenges.

“Our school is ISO certified; in 
fact, I do not see any university in 
Nigeria or any Business School that 
offers what we are offering and the 
price we are offering these courses. 
We are here to take over what is left 
out in other institutions of learning. 
Our teachings are not just theoreti-

cal, because we have as our facilita-
tors industry experts,” he said.    

Ndifreke Okuegbunam, head, 
programs, Aspire Coronation Trust 
Foundation, who was the keynote 
speaker, noted with regret that 
the overriding factors of family 
business’ collapse in Nigeria is the 
absent of deliberate successor plan 
by owners of such businesses.

According to her, failure to plan 
for successor which she said is equal 
to joking with mortality, top the list 
of reasons why Nigerian family 
businesses do not leave beyond first 
generation after its founders.

“Family business die in Nigeria 
mainly because there is no suc-
cession planning. The survival 
of family business in Nigeria is 
dropping even as the population 
increases. So, why are we not 
consciously planning for succes-
sion? If you don’t plan, you are 
planning to fail; and common 
barrier to succession planning is 
lack of understanding.

“Some Nigerians don’t even have 
a Will, and thus, when they die 
one day the State will own their 
money; and before their children 
will be able to get anything from 
the money they would have spent 
a lot. It’s the same thing with lack of 
succession planning,” she said.  

Valentine Obidi, CEO, Emval 
Holdings Limited, who is a family 
business entrepreneur and a pan-
ellist at the event, said that parents 
who are running family business 
must as a matter of priority get the 
children involve in the process of 
building the business while imbib-
ing the right culture in them, but 
noted that in situation where the 
children are not interested in the 
family business, it is the duty of par-
ents to identify potential candidate 
outside the family who can run the 
business with the founding vision.

L-R: President  Emekuku Town Union Women’s Wing Lagos (ETU)  Mrs Ego Ijeaku, President (ETU) Lagos Nnadozie 
Obihara, Presenting award   to President United Labour Congress as Patron to  Comrade Joe Ajaero, Ezinne Benice 
Onyeneke, and others at Emekuku Women investituture/award of Patrons and patroness held in Lagos.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

PharmAccess, EDC collaborate 
to facilitate HMP for capacity 
building

P
harmAccess Foundation, an 
international not-for-profit 
organization is collaborating 
with the Enterprise Devel-

opment Centre (EDC) of the Pan 
Atlantic University to facilitate the 
Healthcare Management Program 
(HMP), a certificate course, to build 
capacity of healthcare profession-
als in areas of quality assurance, 
finance, business and inventory 
management.

The five month HMP course 
which started this December is 
design to run four-days per week in 
and off classroom concurrently at 
the EDC. The program is structured 
to support professional develop-
ment of medical doctors from all 
specialties, pharmacists, laboratory 
scientists and technicians, dentists 
and health industry regulators to 
deepen capacity along the sectors’ 
value chain in Nigeria.

Njide Ndili, Country Director, 
PharmAccess Foundation Nigeria 
in a statement said the course is 
designed to help build managerial 
capacity of healthcare service pro-
viders. “People running healthcare 
organisations need to understand 
how to run their organisations as 
businesses,” she stated at the launch 
of the HMP inaugural lecture. 

According to Ndili, “Over the 
years PharmAccess has ran several 
programs in the healthcare space in 
Nigeria, however we have come to 
realise while working with hospitals 
and healthcare providers that there 
is a knowledge gap in the industry 
and so the HMP was developed to 
bridge that gap.”

SEYI JOHN SALAU
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D
espite its relative 
large population 
size, Africa is eco-
nomically under-
weight with high-

level poverty among its people 
which explains the low standard 
of living and sub-human con-
ditions in which some of the 
people live.

With only €113 billion gross 
asset value of real estate, repre-
senting 1 percent of the world’s 
total value, Africa is also said 
to be underweight despite its 
large and growing population 
estimated to be 15 percent of the 
world total.

The  black continent is un-
derweight in asset value of real 
estate relative to other conti-
nents. But this has its positive 
side because it has made Africa 
an attractive prospect for invest-
ible funds in real estate.

Home ownership in most 
parts of this continent is almost 
a luxury because houses are 
literally unavailable and where 
they are, they are inaccessible 
and unaffordable because of 
their high prices.

The World Bank estimates 

Mortgage access and 
poverty in Africa

Talking Mortgage

(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)

with

CHUKA UROKO
that only 3 percent of the Afri-
can population, about 15 percent 
of the world’s 7.3 billion popula-
tion, has income viable enough 
to qualify them for a mortgage, 
underscoring the level of pover-
ty in the black continent where 
some households live below 
poverty line.

In Nigeria, the continent’s 
most populous nation and one 
touted as its largest economy, it 
is estimated that 70 percent of 
its 170 million people lives below 
poverty line, which explains the 
low home ownership level that 
is a little above 10 percent in the 
country.

It is also estimated that about 
90 percent of houses in Nigeria 
are self-built with less than 5 
percent of them in possession 
of formal title registration. Close 
real estate industry watchers 
note that mortgage loans and 
advances in the country stand 
at 0.5 percent to GDP in contrast 
to 30-40 percent in emerging 
economies and 60-80 percent in 
advanced economies.

Major obstacles to mortgage 
finance in Nigeria particularly 
include dearth of long-term 

funds, absence of a secondary 
mortgage market, inadequate 
branch network of Primary 
Mortgage Banks  (PMBs), among 
others. A lot still needs to be 
done to grow housing finance in 
the country.

The growth of housing fi-
nance in Nigeria, according 
to Guillaume Roux of Lafarge 
Africa, needs the support of the 
small microfinance institutions 
in their efforts to expand and di-
versify their offering. He added 
that the growth would also come 
from the large commercial banks 
which are becoming more and 
more attracted by the low to 
medium income segment of the 
housing market.

 Roux’s argument is that both 
the microfinance institutions 
and commercial banks need 
support to develop housing 
products and build up projects 
which would positively affect 
the low income segment, urging 
organizations and institutions 
to help one another to achieve 
these goals.

Nigeria needs to grow hous-
ing finance through such ini-
tiatives as ‘Housing Microfi-

nance Academy’ which Lafarge 
launched in 2014 in partner-
ship with International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) and African 
Finance Development (AFD).

Training sessions need to be 
organized to promote housing 
microfinance and develop the 
capabilities of banks in that 
field. Roux sees governments as 
critical stakeholders required to 
create the regulatory framework 
that would make the housing 
market work for the low income 
segment, noting that the setting 
up of the  Nigerian Mortgage 
Refinance Company (NMRC) 
and the institutions for housing 
finance, including microfinance 
and mass housing financing, 
with the support of the World 
Bank, is a good example of a 
platform which would facilitate 
the growth  of initiatives there.

“This will progressively en-
able a decrease in interest rates 
in the mortgage industry. How-

ever, more support from the 
government is needed to lower 
the interest rates for the funding 
of affordable housing and social 
housing projects. Today, they 
represent a cost of up to 30 to 
40 percent of the construction, 
which is borne by the end user”, 
Roux said.

It needs to be stated that there 
is a need to improve the afford-
ability of construction itself in 
which case social housing proj-
ects should be setting the stage 
by showcasing new construction 
techniques that could improve 
quality, deliver faster and reduce 
the cost of construction.

African governments need to 
creatively innovate in order to 
improve the living standard of 
their people through the provi-
sion of affordable and mortgage-
backed housing programmes. 
Also, the mortgage system has to 
be improved to make it not only 
accessible but also affordable.

Property 
Logic
With Akhigbe Dominic

Power of Attorney does not 
confer ownership interest in 
Real Estate transactions (1)

got me reeling on the floor with 
laughter. I ordinarily would 
have excused his ignorance if 
my client had not introduced 
him to me a moment earlier as a 
Masters Degree holder in Math-
ematics. With such background; 
I would not expect him to ask of 
the business of a lawyer in buy-
ing or taking over a huge Hostel 
for management! I responded to 
his question with a question to 
make his ignorance profound. 
When I asked him who does 
his Paper work when he buys 
his Real Estate products; he fur-
ther shocked me with his level 
of ignorance in Conveyances 
despite his impressive academic 
credentials and vast investment 
in Real estate.

…to be continued

P
ower of Attorney is a 
legal document that is so 
known to everyone that 
it can be conveniently 

called a house-hold name. Ev-
eryone ranging from the land 
grabber to the most skilled pro-
fessional talks about Power of 
Attorney or PO for short. The 
notorious abuse of this docu-
ment is made more prominent 
the real estate professional wan-
nabes. The truth is; the power of 
Attorney is a very crucial docu-

this huge abnormally that they 
would give an eye to stick to it. 
It’s very puzzling!

IN August 2017; I took a trip 
to Awka, Capital of Anambra 
State to inspect some Properties 
with a client who was at the 
verge of taking the properties 
over for management. After we 
were done with the primate as-
signment; we decided to take a 
drive round the beautiful town 
of Awka. As we drove on, my 
client who was driving got a call 
from a staff member of his that a 
respected friend of my client was 
in town. My client is originally 
from a town annex to Awka. 
We then decided to take a drive 
to see the Chief who, according 
to my client is a major investor 
in Real Estate in Anambra, Lagos, 

Abuja and other major cities in 
Nigeria.

At the palatial residence of 
the High chief, we settled down 
to some bottles of red wine as 
we discussed sundry issues. Mo-
ments into our discussions, the 
Chief reminded my client that 
he didn’t remember to do any 
form of introduction between 
us. My client apologized and 
promptly introduced me to the 
chief as his Property Lawyer 
who came with him to Awka 
to access some Estate facilities 
for firsthand information to 
properly guide us in putting the 
Agreements together. I noticed 
his countenance changed with 
a look of curiosity clearly writ-
ten all over his face. He then 
popped a question that almost 

ment whose relevance cannot be 
downplayed.

In my sojourn in the wide 
spectacle of Real Estate Deal-
ings; I discovered with pro-
found perplexity that this all 
important document has been 
terribly abused at the costly ex-
pense of Assignees and Buyers 
of Real Estate derivatives. Why 
on earth would a buyer of a vast 
land, who has fully and finally 
discharged on his obligation 
be given Power of Attorney as 
proof of purchase as against a 
deed of Assignment or any other 
instrument as required by law? 
Your answer is as good as mine. 
What I found most puzzling in 
all of these shenanigans is that 
even the buyer of real estate de-
rivatives have been so sucked in 
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Lake Rice for Christmas

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

A
s usual, the festive 
period of Christ-
mas and New Year 
celebrations come 
with the high ex-

pectations of having enough to 
eat with one’s family members. 
The excitement is heightened by 
the presence of visitors spreading 
the spirit of love and felicitations. 
One staple food that readily 
comes to mind to satiate the pal-
ate of consumers is good old rice.

It is against this background 
that one appreciates the creative 
partnership between LAgos and 
that of KEbbi states for the local 
production of the now popular 
LAkE rice. Specifically it was 
on 5th July, 2016 that Governor 
Akinwunmi Ambode of Lagos 
State flew the kite when he said 
that his administration was put-
ting finishing touches to the pro-
duction of ‘Lake Rice,’ and that it 

would be available in the market 
in six months. That was some five 
months after the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) was 
signed between the two states in 
March, 2016.

Furthermore, his Special Ad-
viser on Food Security, Sanni 
Okanlawon, told the News Agen-
cy of Nigeria (NAN) back then 
that the rice paddy would be 
milled at Imota in Lagos state. This 
move was to ensure that quality 
rice was produced from the 2.5 
metric tonne-capacity mills to 
boost food security in Lagos. He 
also revealed that the govern-
ment would soon add 20 metric 
tonnes per hour to the 2.5 metric 
tonnes Imota rice milling plant. 
With the machinery put in place, 
the state would sooner than later 
become a net exporter of rice in 
sub-Saharan Africa.

Subsequently, when it was 
officially launched, Ambode de-
scribed the event as an historic 
occasion as it showcased Nige-
ria’s capacity and capability to 
be a force to reckon with regards 
to boosting local production of 
staple foods, rice inclusive. With 
its affordable pricing regime of 
N12,000 for the 50kg, N6,000 for 
the 25kg and N2,500 for the 10 
kg not a few Lagosians poured 
encomium on the governor for 
putting a smile on the faces dur-
ing the festive season. Besides, 
it was so well distributed that 
every local government area had 
a taste of the delicacy. Apart from 
its safety, devoid of the irritating 
stones found in some of the for-

eign brands its freshness stands 
Lake Rice in good stead. The les-
sons to glean from this agric feat 
are profound.

The first of such is that it would 
do Nigeria and indeed, Nigerians a 
world of good if we focus more on 
collaborations, cooperation and 
partnerships in various sectors 
of the economy rather than the 
asphyxiating competition that 
has become the hideous hallmark 
of our puerile polity. Each state 
has its area of comparative ad-
vantage. Why not identify such 
areas and put in place pragmatic 
policies as well as the effective 
machinery to act as catalysts for 
actualising them? With some 44 
solid minerals available in com-
mercial quantity and a variety of 
revenue-yielding crops to boost 
food security several states would 
have been in a better position to 
increasing their internally gener-
ated revenue. That is, instead of 
their ever dependent governors 
going cap-in-hand to Abuja at 
the end of every month literally 
begging for the obnoxious federal 
allocation. The Lake Rice project 
has shown that.

The painful reality however, 
is the paradox of want in the 
midst of plenty. For instance, we 
have crude oil but over 56 years 
after political independence we 
still wait for refined products 
from foreign lands! Similarly, as 
at 2003 experts agric posited that 
Nigeria was capable of producing 
18 million metric tonnes of rice 
but our farmers yielded a paltry 
3.2 million tonnes. By 2002 we 

were spending, or rather wasting 
a whopping N60 billion (Naira) 
yearly on rice importation. In 
fact, Nigerian rice merchants 
imported 24 million metric tons of 
rice valued at $8.86 billion (N1.77 
trillion) from Thailand, Pakistan, 
India, United States and Vietnam 
in the last 10 years, it has been 
gathered.

In fact, the statistics are both 
startling and scandalous. The 
imports were shipped between 
2006 and 2015. In January 2006, 
the price of the commodity soared 
from $284.45 to $369 per metric 
ton. Statistics revealed that in 
2006, the country imported 1.5 
million metric tons; 1.8 million 
metric tons in 2007; 1.75 million 
tons in 2008; 1.75 million metric 
tons in 2009 and 2.4 million 
metric tons in 2010. In 2011, the 
nation also imported 3.2 million 
tons; 2.8 million tons in 2012; 2.8 
million tons in 2013; 3.5 million 
tons in 2014 and 2.5 million tons 
in 2015.

According to the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) Governor, God-
win Emefiele, Nigeria spent a 
whopping $2.41 billion on rice 
importation between 2012 and 
2015. He revealed this at the New 
Telegraph Economic Summit held 
in 2016. Unfortunately, he noted 
that the trend had resulted in 
huge unsold stock of paddy rice 
cultivated by Nigerian farmers 
and low operating capacities of 
many integrated rice mills in 
Nigeria.

Certainly, we cannot continue 
on this path of profligacy. On this, 

experts such as D.O. Onu and 
K.C. Obike of the Department of 
Agricultural Economics, Michael 
Okpara University of Agricul-
ture Umudike, have advised that 
policies aimed at reducing rice 
imports in Nigeria should con-
sider those significant price and 
non-price factors that determined 
rice imports in Nigeria in both 
short and long terms. A restric-
tion of rice imports through the 
use of import taxes, increased 
government support to domestic 
rice farmers through provision of 
credit and subsidies for rice farm-
ers is advocated.

What is significant is for our 
political leaders to come up with 
policies that would ensure that 
we produce much of what we 
consume and even for export.

And to maximally benefit 
from such, we need to add tech-
nological value to our locally 
available raw materials. The fin-
ished products will sell more in 
the international market.

 This would be possible if we 
have stable electric power sup-
ply, processing factories in place, 
even in the rural areas close to 
the source of the raw materials. 
We also need the best of brains 
to drive the process and linkage 
with the importing countries. 
Kudos to Governors Ambode 
and Bagudu for showing us that 
indeed, we have the capacity to 
do so as they have amply dem-
onstrated.

Is a big change underway in global capitalism? An interview with prominent short-seller (Jim Chanos)  (3)
become independent, if Italy wants 
to leave, if France wants to leave. 
The EU is being held together by 
chewing gum and string right now.

 With this rise of nationalism- if 
that’s what it is and it continues- the 
EU is going to find itself increas-
ingly a victim of people wanting 
self-determination in northern 
Europe. That’s the first thing. Sec-
ond is something I’m much more 
concerned about which nobody’s 
paying attention to, and that’s 
the continued rise of Erdogan in 
Turkey. He has not only consoli-
dated his power through a series of 
purges —thousands and thousands 
of journalists and academics have 
been thrown in prison since the 
aborted coup — but increasingly he 
is becoming more militant and Tur-
key is becoming a pro-Islamic state 
that is part of NATO. He’s throwing 
wild monkey wrenches into the 
whole Middle Eastern situation by 
making claims on land that was 
owned by the Ottomans, pre-WWI, 
like modern-day Iraq, modern-day 
Syria, and modern-day Greece and 
Bulgaria. He’s warned the EU that 
he will open Turkey’s borders to 
undocumented immigrants if EU 
membership talks are frozen.  Like 
Xi Jinping, he’s putting out these 
old maps and saying: this is our 
real land. Erdo an is yet another 
nationalist.

 Poor Greece is at the crossroads 
of all these seismic events and Ot-
toman Empire II. You have got the 
possible weakening or dissolution 
of the EU, and Greek debt problems 

are about tenth on the list of issues 
in that region. They are going to 
struggle, no doubt about it. Every 
time the Greek economy starts to 
show some green shoots, it seems to 
stall and fall right back down again.

 Interviewer: What do you hope 
might happen in this emerging 
world?

 JC: This is the tough thing about 
being in the financial markets. You 
can have opinions on all this stuff 
and either get it wrong or have it 
not matter.

First, I hope our system of free 
trade holds up. That’s one thing I 
believe in fervently. The evidence 
seems to be that a rise of tariffs and 
trade walls and barriers will be bad 
for global growth. Given the debt 
overhang that’s out there, which is 
relentless, the ability of economies 
to service debts in a global trade 
war will be greatly curtailed, so I’m 
clearly watching that.

 I also continue to be concerned, 
on a stand-alone basis, with the gi-
ant debt bubble occurring in China. 
It has done nothing but just gotten 
bigger since you and I last sat down. 
Despite all the talk of reform, there 
really hasn’t been any. The Chinese 
are more reliant on the state than 
ever — on state lending and state 
banks. The debt continues to grow 
at twice the rate of growth, and now 
the currency is depreciating.

 We’re getting a situation where 
the Chinese economy is still a very 
important driver of global growth, 
but increasingly it is using the old 
methods that the Chinese them-

selves said only a few years ago 
that they would have to change. But 
they can’t, because every time they 
try, the economy slows too fast.

 China continues to be half of 
the demand for global commodi-
ties. It basically supports Africa 
and countries like Australia and 
Brazil. Almost 40 percent of global 
GDP is either China or commodity-
exporting countries whose prime 
market is China. That’s consider-
able. So we have to look not only at 
China’s role with us, but China’s role 
on its own because it is such a driver 
for global growth, Chinese growth 
represents 1 point of the 3 percent 
GDP growth, so if China were not 
growing at all, we’d be at 2 percent. 
Doesn’t sound like a lot but it is. 
We have to keep our eye on what’s 
going on there. A global trade war 
would probably send China into a 
really steep recession.

 How would an average worker 
navigate a rising trade barrier glob-
ally? It’s scary. If we look back at the 
’30s template, one major outlet was, 
of course, a giant arms race. By the 
late ’30s, you had the whole world 
realizing the threats of fascism 
and rearming rapidly. Keynesian 
government spending was what 
pulled up the economies; it just 
had some really bad repercussions 
from 1939-45. But if we get into any 
kind of global arms race with China, 
either conventionally or otherwise, 
that would be Reagan-like. I don’t 
know what the numbers would 
mean in terms of employment, but 
you would take a lot of manufactur-

ing people and turn them to making 
other things.

 Interviewer: How do you rate 
the current moment with big 
periods of change you’ve seen in 
your lifetime?

 JC: I had this odd personal 
journey from being a union pip-
efitter and boilermaker as a college 
student — I made more money in 
two-and-a-half months making 
steel than I did my first year on Wall 
Street. I went from being a product 
of the industrial Midwest and 
putting myself through college by 
working in a steel mill, to being the 
beneficiary of the Reagan-Thatcher 
era. I saw the world change, but I 
didn’t really understand until years 
later what an important period the 
late ’70s/early ’80s was (and a great 
period for music, by the way!).

 If we are in one of those periods 
now, if 2016 is like 1932 or 1979 — 
then you not only have to change 
your portfolio, you have to change 
your lifestyle. That’s one of the 
things we have been telling clients. 
If this is a major shift to populism, 
nationalism, greater state involve-
ment, and less globalism, then 
you really have to rethink almost 
everything in your life.

 Certainly, if you were a capitalist 
in 1932, you might be best served 
to change your outlook. And if 
you were a union leader in 1979, it 
would have been good to change 
your outlook. The question will be, 
in 2016, would it be best for the Da-
vos man and woman, the globalists, 
to change their outlook?

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

Ideas 

S
o stay tuned, it’s going to be 
interesting.

Interviewer: To turn 
to Europe, you’re a Greek-

American, and you have been 
critical of the Eurozone’s attitude 
toward Greece. What do you make 
of the situation there now?

 JC: The key issues for Greece 
now revolve around two entities 
that are not Greek. First you have 
the EU as a whole. We continue to 
have these bombshells, like the Ital-
ian referendum and Brexit — and 
you’ve also got elections coming up 
elsewhere in 2017.

 I think Greece was sort of the 
Spanish Civil War to what’s about 
to be the EU’s WWII in that it was 
the opening preview of all of the 
problems that are going to come 
to the fore if Catalonia wants to 
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Market dynamism mandates Ad industry 
players to re-invent themselves - Agboola

In your initial entry into 
2016 LAIF award, you were in 
9th position. This position im-
proved to 4th in your second 
entry, what is the secret?

I
t is basically hard work and 
passion. We have a commit-
ted team of staff and they 
are passionate about what 
they do. This demonstrates 

what we can offer in the market-
ing communication industry. 
Last year, we were tagged as ‘up 
and coming’ agency. We were in 
the 9th position. But we sat down 
and asked ourselves whether 
that is where we want to play. 
We decided to punch more 
than our weight and go with the 
bigger boys. This year’s result 
showed that we are moving but 
we are not there yet. We want to 
play bigger in the market.

What are those works that 
gave you awards this year?

Uber work won silver in 
the radio category. Our digital 
campaign for MainOne also 
won bronze. The work that won 
Gold was social responsibility 
campaign that we developed 
internally. It is Anti-Rape cam-
paign. Our target was to sensitise 
people on the evil of rape by ask-
ing people to seek consent before 
sex. We got images of celebrities 
without their consent and used 
them as brand ambassadors for 
the fiction brand. They wrote to 
us threatening court action but 
we replied, explaining that the 

idea was for a good cause. At the 
end, they were pleased with it. 
That particular campaign won 
us bronze at the Loeries.

As you step up the ladder, you 
are likely to face fiercer competi-
tion, how are you prepared for it?

For us, competition is the opi-
um. It is what drives us. If there 
is no competition in the industry 
you play, you will be lethargic. 
Your creativity will not improve 

because you are not benchmark-
ing yourself against anybody. 
We must compete to measure 
our performance. We are ready 
to fight it out in the industry. 
With our team we are ready to 
stand up and be counted. Again, 
no one can achieve much unless 
he/she dares. Seven Interactive 
is professional and showcases 
professionalism. We compete in 
the industry and if we don’t win 

pitches, we learn from it.
No doubt the award has 

boosted your profile, do you 
agree?

When you do anything in 
the confines of your corner, 
you don’t know that people are 
watching you. After our last 
entry in Laif, we got a number 
of business calls. But this year 
has been challenging with com-
panies and people cutting cost. 
Hopefully, more businesses 
would spend money in market-
ing communication in 2018. We 
will be in the mix.

With the challenge in our 
education system and the en-
vironment, how do you develop 
the skills among your team for 
the creative works?

The creative industry does 
not necessarily depend on what 
someone studied in school. 
Though school is basis but when 
it comes to being creative, some-
times it is innate. When we are 
recruiting, we look for someone 
who reflects our DNA, think, is 
inquisitive, be passionate and 
those who can learn on the job. 
We live for the clients and when 
clients want something done, it 
must be done.

What is the future of Seven 
Interactive  on the background 
that some old agencies are no 
more existing?

The business of advertising 
is dynamic and those who are 
no more existing perhaps failed 

to move with the tide or change 
with trends. However there are 
some old agencies which have 
transcended and still exist. With 
the market dynamism, as young 
people become marketing direc-
tors, players in the marketing 
communication need to continue 
re-inventing themselves. If you 
stay too long in the field without 
reinventing yourself, other young 
agencies will throw you out.

Judging by the quality of 
entry at the last LAIF awards, 
would you say Nigeria is getting 
closer to winning the elusive 
Cannes award?

We are getting there. The 
thing with Nigerian creative 
industry, which is similar to 
anything Nigeria, is that we 
don’t spend much time finding 
our craft. By hoping that other 
people will understand what 
we want to say is already a 
minus. We must stop thinking 
as if we are talking to a local 
audience. We must ensure that 
our international standard is 
of highest quality. As far as we 
are ready to use new tools to 
expound local ideas, we will get 
there. However we have gotten 
there in Africa with Loeries 
awards. Again, before now, we 
never heard of Nigerian agencies 
winning Crystal, Epica or Loer-
ies awards, but things are fast 
changing. Innovation is the way 
forward and we need to keep up 
with the changing trend.

Taiwo Agboola is the COO of Seven Interactive, a creative agency based in Lagos. The agency with Ndukwe Onuoha as creative director has won several 
local and international awards in its three years of business. Taiwo believes that creating works that win awards is informed by hard work, passion and 
finding the insight and truth about the audience. The agency which ranked 4th in the 2017 Lagos Advertising and Ideas Festival, LAIF from 9th position in 
2016 handled the creative work for last LAIF edition. Taiwo speaks further on the awards and the advertising industry. Excerpts

Taiwo Agboola

FREIA launch, exhibition a boost for Nigeria’s Art industry

N
igeria’s art industry 
recently witnessed a 
boost with launch and 
exhibition in Lagos of 

FREIA, Fusion of Real Estate, In-
terior Design and Art magazine.

Emphasising that interior 
design and especially art indus-
try plays a critical role in shap-
ing Nigeria’s history, Gbenga 
Oyebode, a legal practitioner 
congratulated the brand owners 
of FREIA for taking an action 
capable of reviving the creative 
industry especially interior de-
sign and the arts.

According to Oyebode, Ni-
geria is beginning to witness a 
growing interest in the arts with 

designers paying attention to lo-
cal works and implements.

Oyebode, a Senior Advocate 
of Nigeria (SAN) opined that, 
it is a great time to be reading 
Nigerian literature. “This is the 
essence of the exhibition, the fu-
sion of real estate, interior design 
and arts and I believe should be 
celebrated,” he stated.

Tommy Odama, convener 
and publisher of FREIA said 
FREIA will raise the bar for real 
estate in Nigeria.  “It is my sincere 
hope that FREIA, as an annual 
event will become a global brand 
in due course,” he said.

According to him, “The FREIA 
platform stands to revolution-

as a rewarding enterprise for 
Nigerian artists and the nation’s 
economy at large”, said Odama.

S p eaking on how FREIA 
can improve the Nigerian art 
industry,  Oliver Enwonwu, 
Director, Omenka Gallery said 
FREIA disrupts the thinking 
that sees arts as purely deco-
rative or something you just 
place on the wall.

“Today, we see art linked to 
wealth, real estate and interior 
design.  Organisations collect 
art to enhance their image and 
improve their corporate social 
responsibility, as well as improve 
their in-house culture. I see 
FREIA sustaining this through. 

It has started with so much mo-
mentum and I hope this is sus-
tained so that we can see the full 
impact on the Nigerian economy. 
We hope to see it get bigger to 
attract international audience 
and generate consequent foreign 
exchange,” Enwonwu said.

The inaugural edition of FRE-
IA exhibition was organised 
by Luxury Villas Group (LVG), 
a luxury real estate brokerage 
and Lifestyle Company based 
in Lagos.

The three part event themed: 
‘Next Frontiers; Building Tomor-
row’s Masterpieces’, featured an 
exhibition, conference and a 
networking cocktail.

ize the indigenous art industry 
through the fusion of the three 
sectors to achieve a harmonious 
living and working space, and 



TheWorshippers
35Sunday 17 December  2017 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

‘Spiritual leaders should preach sound 
word of God to restore Nigeria’s dignity’

The President Muhammadu 
Buhari administration came 
into office in 2015 with a prom-
ise to fight corruption. As a 
religious leader, do you think 
the war on corruption is being 
won by the government?

I
t is unfortunate that this 
wealthy nation fell into the 
hands of corrupt leaders 
who claim to be fighting 
corruption. An analogy 

that would be of help to the lead-
ership of Nigeria is drawn from 
the history of Israel in the Old 
Testament. Anytime a bad king 
is enthroned, terrible things will 
drench the lives of the people 
through the administration, but 
when a reasonable and god-fear-
ing king is enthroned, the story 
of the nation changes for good. 
The question now is, what type 
of people does Nigeria have at 
the helm of affairs? Are all those 
who are in leadership clean and 
innocent in matters of corrup-
tion? How then could heavily-
infected people treat people with 
mild ailment without complicat-
ing their condition?

To the best of my knowledge 
from biblical perspective, the 
starting point is entrenching 
the fear of God into the life of 
every citizen of the nation. Let 
us draw inference from Hosea 
4:1-11, we all need to be faithful 
and have steadfast love; we all 
need to have the true knowl-
edge of God in this land, and 
we all need to do away with 
all vices in our hands and lives. 
Factually, the land of our nation 
Nigeria is mourning, that is the 
reason why we the dwellers 
languish. We are destroyed for 
lack of true knowledge of God; 
that is why the glory of the na-
tion is changed to shame. If we 
all change drastically from the 
aforementioned, our story will 
change for good.

 What, in your view, is the 
way forward for Nigeria?

I think we need general re-
orientation in Nigeria. You are 
aware that corruption has be-
come part of us in this country; 
it has permeated every sector. 
From the people in leadership 
position to the man on the street, 
corruption has been entrenched 
in this nation.

Let me start my counsel with 
the church leaders. Spiritual 

leaders should go back to the 
Bible and preach the sound 
word of God. The true word of 
God should come forth from the 
pulpit. If the church preaches 
uncompromising word of God, 
it will go a long way in restoring 
the dignity of our nation. The 
church leaders should preach 
the truth. Religious leaders 
should teach the truth and show 
the people how to imbibe the 
fear of God in whatever they do. 
If one has the fear of God, there 
are certain things such a person 
cannot indulge in.

The political class should be 
exemplars of integrity. Let’s stop 
celebrating ill-gotten wealth. 
People embezzle public money 
and before long they are being 
celebrated as heroes with vari-
ous chieftaincy titles. Formerly, 
title holders were honourable 
people but today, the reverse is 
the case. Notorious people are 
now chiefs because they throw 
money around in various com-
munities.

Our people should begin 

to ask questions, they should 
demand accountability from 
leaders. The era of sharing 
money and rice whenever elec-
tion is around the corner should 
stop. How can a political office 
seeker offer a few cups of rice 
to some people with the inten-
tion of persuading them to vote 
for him? By so doing, he has 
bought the people’s conscience. 
If the politician eventually 
gets to the seat of power and 
begins to misbehave, he cannot 
be held accountable because 
the people have compromised 
their conscience by collecting 
inducement from him.

 But the hardship in Nigeria 
seems to justify money politics, 
or what is now known in the 
country as stomach infrastruc-
ture, which has rendered most 
people voiceless. What is your 
take?   

Money politics should be 
discouraged in Nigeria if we 
are ready to fight corruption. 
2019 is around the corner; soon 
you will see people sharing dif-

ferent things to the electorate. 
Though the level of poverty in 
the country is high, that is not 
enough reason for people to sell 
their conscience. If the people 
accept those gifts from the of-
fice seekers, there is no way 
they can hold such politicians 
accountable.

Money politics has not helped 
this country, and it should be 
discouraged. Let’s encourage 
politics of ideology, let the office 
seekers present their manifes-
toes and let the voters see what 
they have for them. If it is ok, we 
can vote for them. Also, politi-
cians should keep their promises 
to the electorate. Unfortunately, 
the politicians are capitalising on 
Nigerians’ weakness to promise 
them what they can’t fulfil. For 
instance, a councillorship as-
pirant that is promising to give 
people water, electricity and 
good roads is making a promise 
he cannot fulfil.

The promise of steady power 
supply has been on for a long 
time, yet we do not have stable 

power supply today. There have 
been promises of good roads but 
driving on Nigerian roads today 
is like going to the gym. We have 
witnessed the advent and exit of 
governments, yet the same un-
fulfilled promises. The roads in 
different parts of the country are 
in different stages of disrepair.

I think it is time to have a 
government with a human face. 
Nigerians are not asking for too 
much: they want the opportu-
nity and the platform to survive. 
If there is steady power supply, 
artisans will be busy, there will 
be job and employment for the 
citizens. But you know how 
much you spend in buying fuel 
to power your generator. If 
there is electricity, people will 
be busy and crime rate will 
reduce because an idle mind is 
the devil’s workshop. If people 
are given the opportunity and 
enabling environment to fend 
for themselves, they can’t go into 
crime. If government can make 
loans available to the elderly 
and youth in the society without 
collateral, it will go a long way in 
empowering the citizens.

 What is your wish for Nige-
ria as we navigate through this 
trying moment of our national 
life?

History revealed that the 
nations that have advanced 
were once like us but at an ap-
pointed time, the citizenry stood 
to challenge acts of deviance 
and unrighteousness. They all 
waged war against the known 
ills of their land and developed 
a dictum of making their nation 
great through hard work and 
sincerity in living. Without any 
iota of doubt in my mind, I am 
cocksure that this nation will 
change for better. To achieve 
this, however, there will be a se-
rious revolution against corrup-
tion and corrupt practices which 
have eaten deep into the fabrics 
of the nation’s system. A young 
man said in a recent telecast 
programme that our leaders are 
our problem in this nation and 
asked for mass burial for them 
so that our problem would cease. 
Definitely, our country Nigeria 
would be transformed attitudi-
nally, psychologically, mentally 
and behaviourally while a new 
song of glorious Nigeria will be 
sung by us all. Amen.

Rev. Dr. Stephen O. Ogundipe, theologian at the Baptist Seminary, Lagos, in this interview 
with SEYI JOHN SALAU, speaks on issues around the state of the nation – corruption, 
money politics, and the need for Nigerians to take a collective stand against corruption. He 
also touches on the role of religious leaders in restoring the dignity of the nation.

 Stephen O. Ogundipe



Billy Omabegho and his great art

Lagos Grows Talents sets for audition
…as organisers unveil judges

T
he Nigerian art com-
munity celebrated 
B illy Omab egho, 
internationally cel-
ebrated contempo-

rary artist, when returned 
home to Nigeria with an excit-
ing new exhibition of recent 
modern minimalist sculp-
tures. Of course, Omabegho 
is a respected visual artist, 
furniture designer, architect, 
and contemporary sculptor. 
On his return, he lived up to 
the expectations of his folks 
here with the exhibition of 
his new works after many 
years working in his New 
York studio.

The works represent an 
impressive new body of alu-
minum, stainless steel, wood 
& bronze forms.

However, Omabegho’s best 
known Nigerian sculptures 
were created during Nigeria’s 
FESTAC years in the 1970’s, 
when the government’s vi-
brant commitment to art in 
public spaces led to impor-
tant commissions such as his 
Convergence monument at 
the Lagos State House on the 
Marina (1976), the Memo-
rial to Mohammed installed 
in Benin City (1977), the Ma-
nila symbol monument at 
the Lagos International Trade 
Fair (1978), and the Commu-
nication sculpture at the NET 
Building Marina (1979). His 
30 foot high, “zig zag” formed, 
welded aluminium and stain-
less steel Zuma sculpture, is 
one his most important works, 
representing the vital forces 
of nature which he translated 
into abstract forms represent-
ing birth and renewal. The 
sculpture was commissioned 
as an installation for the plaza 

The audit ion of  the 
“Lagos Grows Talents” 
that is set to hold in 

five different regions in 
Lagos State will begin on 
December 19 to 21, 2017. 
Judges from different walks 
of the entertainment indus-
try have been confirmed to 
panel the audition.

The “Lagos Grows Tal-
ent”, which features various 
talents exhibitions, would 
hold its audition in a three 
days programme at five 
different locations, which 
are; Recreation Centre in 
Badagry, City Mall in Lagos 
Island, Information Centre 

pure ancient African symbols. 
His beautifully crafted, simple 
forms are truly unique repre-
sentations of contemporary 
sculpture at its best. After 
many years abroad, we are 
honored that Billy Omabegho 
is returning home on a nos-
talgic journey to his native 
Nigeria, to share his vision and 
exciting new collection with 
our dynamic & vigorously 
creative art community.

in front of Nigeria House in 
Manhattan, New York. Zuma 
became one of the prized 
monuments of New York, 
showcasing Nigerian contem-
porary art in the heart of the 
city. In 2005, leading Nigerian 
artists under the auspices of 
the Society of Nigerian Artists 
(SNA) and the media advocacy 
group, Communicating for 
Change, mounted a successful 
campaign against a move to 
have the Zuma sculpture re-
placed with a more “African” 
looking sculpture. “Billy”, as 
friends and associates fondly 
call him, is a quintessential 
renaissance African, combin-
ing his deep-rooted Ishekiri 
origins with a lively and broad 
based approach to African 

Arts

influences on global art and 
civilization.

His writing and research 
on the origins of African art, 
is reflected in the ancient 
and pure forms of his bronze, 
aluminum, polished stain-
less steel and metal sculp-
tures, which are made up of 
ultra-modern abstract forms, 
geometric shapes and strong 
diagonal influences. His new 
works include the Homage se-
ries, in which he presents mul-
tilayered metal discs and tri-
angular shapes to show mans’ 
interconnectedness with the 
universe. The series also has 
minimalist triangular shapes 
in the form of the ancient Ka 
symbol, revealing the human 
form in devotional stance with 

OBINNA EMELIKE

Omabegho

Billy Omabegho’s 1992 abstract sculpture, Zuma, in front of the Nigerian House at Kudurat 
Abiola Corner, consists of zig-zag snake-like forms symbolizing rebirth and renewal

outstretched arms, embracing 
the very essence of life.

 His signature sculpture 
called An Exploring Mind, 
beautifully represents Billy’s 
deep connection with explor-
ing science and nature, and 
the need for our minds to 
reach out and seek knowledge. 
Omabegho is a master at com-
bining highly technological 
influences and art processes 
on metal, which represent 

entertainment industry, at 
the “One Lagos Fiesta”. The 
grand finale of the event, 
with the Governor of Lagos 
State in attendance, would 
s e e the s ele ction of one 
final winner that would 
be chosen by the audience. 
Certificates of attendance 
would also be given to the 
top ten finalists.

“Lagos Grows Talent”, 
being the dawn of a bright 
new day in Lagos,  gives 
opp ortunity to talente d 
Lagosians and Lagos resi-
dents alike, to be the next 
celebrated superstar on a 
platter of gold. 

and residents of Lagos are 
hereby called upon to come 
showcase their talents at 
the “Lagos Grows Talents” 
and get rewarde d for it . 
The “Lagos Grows Talent” 
is known for its heteroge-
neity as it features diverse 
talents, which may range 
from music to crafts. Par-
ticipation is absolutely free 
and it requires no element 
of  formal knowle dge in 
education.

Top 10 successful contes-
tants would perform their 
acts alongside the invigorat-
ing performances from suc-
cessful individuals in the 

in Ikorodu, Marina in Epe, 
and Radio Lagos in Ikeja. 
The audition is slated for 
10am on each day.

The judges with unbiased 
dis cretion c onfirme d to 
panel the audition include, 
Nollywood actresses, Toyin 
Abraham,  Sotayo G aga, 
Ufuoma McDermott; Nol-
lywood actor, Yomi Fash 
Lanso, fashion sensation, 
Derenle Edun, the “Abakali-
ki2Lasgidi” singer, Humble-
smiths, among others.  

With just a few days to 
the “Lagos Grows Talents” 
auditions, the atmosphere 
on the s o cial  me dia has 

b egun to get fille d with 
excitement and suspense as 
the prospective contestants 
have started to get ready 
to showcase their talents. 
The organizers of the “Lagos 
Grows Talents” have vowed 
to give day-to-day press 
reports of everything that 
goes down at the audition 
venues.

“Lagos Grows Talent” is a 
well-thought out scheme, 
under the leadership of 
Akinwunmi Ambode, gov-
ernor, Lagos State, and is 
aimed at elevating the La-
gos youths and upwardly 
mobile of Nigeria. Lagosians 
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Arts

M
o t h e r s 
h a v e 
b e e n 
called to 
cultural-

ly educate their children 
as it aids mental develop-
ment of their children. 
NíkèéAdésànyà, a Yor-
ùbá writer,  made the 
call at the just concluded 
edition of Yorùbá Lákò-
tun, a quarterly cultural 
renaissance programme, 
held at Ethnic Heritage 
Centre, Ikoyi, Lagos.

According to the au-
thor of Òdún Á Yako, 
ÀbèkéÒréke, Kókó-omi 
and other books, cultural 
education is a fundamen-
tal part of learning as 
many foreign cultures 
have negatively impact-
ed on our culture.  “We 

Cultural Education stimulates mental 
development of children- Adésànyà

Judges longlist for 9mobile 
Prize for Literature

DStv Premium subscribers get more with Showmax

The judging panel of 
the 2018 edition of the 
9mobile Prize for Liter-

ature has unveiled a longlist 
of nine books from a strong 
array of authors from across 
the continent who entered 
for the prize following the 
announcement for the call 
for entries made earlier in 
the year by 9mobile, Nige-
ria’s most innovative tele-
communications company.

The longlist is made up of 
entries received from first-
time African writers whose 
books were published with-
in the last 24 months before 
the call for entries. Now in its 
fifth year, the Prize is already 
acknowledged as the most 
prestigious literary prize for 
African fiction.

The nine books that made 
the longlist are: Aniete Isong 
- Radio Sunrise, Ayobami 
Adebayo - Stay with Me, 
Bronwyn Law – Viljoen- The 
Printmaker, David Corn-
well - Like It Matters, Lesley 
Nneka Arimah - What It 
Means When a Man Falls 
Down from the Sky, Marcus 
Low- Asylum, Mukuka Chi-
panta - A Casualty of Power, 
Odafe Atogun - Taduno’s 
Song and Qarnita Loxtan - 
Being Kari.

In his comments, Harry 
Garuba, chair of the Judging 

MultiChoice Nige-
ria is once again 
unlocking the 

best content for its cus-
tomers. DStv Premium 
customers  now have 
access to Showmax at no 
extra cost from Novem-
ber 29, 2017 to January 
7, 2018.

Showmax is  an in-
ternet-based subscrip-
tion video on demand 
service (SVOD) with an 
extensive catalogue of 
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have the opportunity 
to correctly educate our 
children from childhood 
so that they can chal-
lenge discussions that 
are not in tune with our 
culture. The uniqueness 
of each language is in 
their words as such it 
should not be assumed 
that languages can find 
their direct translitera-
tion”, she explained.

The Yoruba culture and 
language advocate equally 
stressed that the mother 
tongue plays a very impor-
tant role in stimulating the 
mental development of 
children because thinking 
is easier in one’s mother 
tongue than in any foreign 
language.

“Children should also 
be allowed to relate with 

their peers by engag-
ing in cultural activities 
like “Ere Osupa” literary 
translated into Tales by 
Mo onlight b e caus e it 
encourages children to 
learn role playing and 
other valuable lessons 
that portray the virtues 
of Omoluabi which is 
renowne d among the 
Yorùbás”, she added.

While collaborating 
the author, Segun Ade-
bayo, senior special as-
sistant to the Governor 
of Ogun State on Facil-
ity Management, added 
that the understanding 
of Yorùbá language has 
opened many opportu-
nities to Yorùbás in the 
diaspora. He appealed to 
people in the six West-
ern Yorùbá states to pro-

mote the language from 
their households and 
project it to the world 
as a treasured heritage.

This year’s edition 
of Yorùbá Lákòtun was 
dedicated to Ms. Iyabode 
Aboaba, the matron of 
the show who recently 
clocked 70 years and all 
hardworking women 
who have carved a niche 
for themselves in the pro-
motion of Yorùbá culture, 
craft and have been able 
to support their families 
and the society at large 
through it. Other high-
lights of the programme 
include singing folksongs 
about motherhood.

Participants at the 
show were drawn from 
c orp orate and s o cial 
Nigeria.

top notch blockbuster 
movies and TV shows.

Reiterating the busi-
n e s s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
technological innova-
tion, Martin Mabutho, 
general manger mar-
keting and sales, Mul-
tiChoic e Nigeria ,  de-
scribes the value added 
service as the one-stop-
shop that  aggregates 
the best content from 
around the world. ‘’ Our 
mission has always been 

to be at the forefront of 
digital and technological 
innovation and stay in 
line with global trends 
by providing our cus-
tomers with the latest 
technologies. Showmax 
provides customers ac-
cess to the latest movies 
and series at their fin-
gertips’’, he stated.

In addition, custom-
ers can sign up by log-
ging on to the self-ser-
vice platform, (eazy.dstv.

com). Follow these steps 
below:

Showmax subscrip-
tion allows customers 
to watch on two devices 
simultaneously on up to 
five registered devices. 
To manage registere d 
devices, see the steps 
below:

Subscribers who wish 
to enjoy the treat must 
upgrade to DStv Premi-
um and stay connected 
until January 7, 2018. 

Panel, noted that the books 
entered in the 2018 9mobile 
Prize for Literature testify to 
the abundance of talented 
new voices emerging from 
the African continent.

“ T h e  e n t r i e s  r a n g e 
through a variety of themes 
and preoccupations that mir-
ror the expanse and diversi-
ty of the continent. The care 
and craft that the authors 
bring to the exploration of 
their chosen themes show a 

level of skill and artistry not 
often found in first works 
of fiction. These works give 
us a glimpse of the exciting 
literary landscapes ahead for 
African fiction” he said.

Elvis Ogiemwanye, direc-
tor, Brand and Experience, 
9mobile, expressed his delight 
at reaching this stage of the 
Prize and commended the 
judges saying, “the Prize is 
what it is today because of 
the independence and com-
petence of the judging panel, 
whose rich and varied experi-
ence boosts the entire process”.

He also revealed that this 
edition of the Prize marks 
the fifth year the telco has 
sustained this platform that 
celebrates the richness and 
strength of African litera-
ture, which the 9mobile 
Prize for Literature is de-
signed to promote.

Following the longlist un-
veil, the Judging Panel poet 
and writer, Harry Garuba, 
writer Doreen Baingana 
and writer Siphiwo Mahala 
now have the tough task of 
screening the books even 
further to arrive at the short-
list of three finalists ahead 
of the grand finale/award 
ceremony in 2018.

The shortlisted writers 
will have copies of their 
books purchased by 9mobile 

for distribution to schools, li-
braries and book clubs across 
the African continent, while 
the winner receives £15,000, 
an engraved Montblanc 
Meisterstück pen, and a 
9mobile-sponsored fellow-
ship at the University of East 
Anglia, where he or she will 
be mentored by Professor 
Giles Foden, internationally 
renowned literature teacher 
and author of The Last King 
of Scotland. 

L-R: Segun Adebayo, senior special assistant to the Governor of Ogun State on Facility Management; Adenike Adesanya; Mama Iyabode Aboaba, COO, 
Lork Enterprise LLP and Olutayo Irantiola, at the last edition of Yoruba Lakotun held at Ethnic Heritage Centre, Ikoyi recently.
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If you an ardent lover of outbound holiday, it is time to look inwards at least for once. You can save yourself the cost 
and stress of visiting oversea destinations this Christmas. Below are some exciting domestic destinations that offer 
value for money offerings this Christmas, writes Obinna Emelike.

Travel

Exciting inbound destinations 
beckon this Christmas

L
a Campagne Tropicana 
Beach Resort

For its fresh water lake, 
accessible mangrove for-
est, a savannah, extensive 

sandy beach, the warm Atlantic 
sea, stylish accommodation options, 
activities like burn fire, beach sports, 
party among others, La Campagne 
Tropicana Beach Resort is ideal for 
your comfort and fun this festive 
season.

This top romantic destination is 
a unique blend of natural environ-
ment with man-made leisure aids in 
the resort.

Its 65-acre tranquil paradise, sur-
rounding palm and coconut trees 
that shields sun, beautiful stretch of 
the Atlantic coastal line of Lagos that 
cools off the intensity of the tropical 
heat and the sprawling beach sand 
that provides enough space for all 
to funny around, besides the luxury 
and comfort of five-star facilities, all 
combine to make the resort a must-
visit this festive season.

The ability to help guests connect 
with the real natural environment of 
an African set up while still enjoying 
the luxury also gives La Campagne 
an edge.

From the gate of the beach, one 
gets to feel the uniqueness and beau-
ty as one is taken aback with the 
various motifs at play of which the 
strongest is the African motif.

Tucked in the midst of coconut 
trees and different species of plants 
are conical structures as care was 
taken to ensure that the infrastruc-
ture at the resort blends in perfectly 
with the surroundings so that the 
spectacular ambience of the tropical 
countryside is not lost.

The rooms are surrounded by 
tropical gardens that enhance the 
delightful village atmosphere and 
attract a great deal of exotic birds. 
All the rooms are individually deco-
rated to impart an air of luxury and 
relaxation.

Le Méridien Ibom Hotel & Golf 
Resort

You truly need to visit Le Meri-
dien Ibom, which is unarguably, the 
best resort in South South of Nigeria. 
The reasons to visit abound; its world 
of landscaped tropical beauty, 18-hole 
golf course, private terraces in each of 
the 130 guestrooms (each overlook-
ing a forest of palm trees and the golf 
course), riverside marina with a float-
ing jetty, Marina Club House & BBQ 
Terrace, a heliport, three retail shops, 
a hair salon, among other facilities, 
will all indulge any visitor any time.

You can always enjoy enough 
swimming in its outdoor children’s 
and adult pools, two Jacuzzis, while 
keeping fit at the health club, and 
with tennis and squash facilities.

Le Méridien offers a truly unique 
experience in every one of its stylish 
guest rooms and suites. Warm earth 
tones in addition to the luxurious sit-
ting and work areas create an inviting 
ambiance for you to experience and 
enjoy leisure.

The opportunity to discover 
unique cultural experiences, both 

within the hotel, as well as, across the 
local community, is awesome.

Besides providing these experi-
ences, the resort recommends the 
most enriching art, musical, fashion 
and design events that are happening 
across the destination this Christmas, 
especially the Christmas Carol and 
choir contest to interesting guests.

Inagbe Resort
Set on the tranquil banks of the 

magnificent Lagos Lagoon and the 
Atlantic Ocean, Inagbe Grand Re-
sort and Leisure is awaiting to offer 
memorable yet romantic stay for 
discerning guests, especially couples 
this Christmas

It parades 152 stylishly, yet taste-
fully, furnished chalets. The chalets 
offer options, depending on the taste 
of the guests. You have option of 
choosing from the 108 chalets closer 
to the Lagoon or the 44 exclusive 
rooms by the Atlantic Ocean shore.

While the 108 rooms come in 
categories of six bedrooms fit for fam-
ily, two bedrooms and one bedroom, 
the 44 rooms by the ocean offer two 
bedrooms and one bedroom accom-
modation options for visitors.

But while local fishing boats are 
common sight for the rooms closer to 
the Lagoon, queue of big shipping ves-
sels waiting to get order to discharge 
their contents at the Lagos Wharf 
is obvious from the comfort of the 
rooms by the ocean.

The resort offers complete leisure. 
Besides the Floating Lounge that can 
sit over 800 guests, the resort offers 
quality sporting events as well. Guests 
can always keep fit at the outdoor 
lawn tennis court, basketball court, 
and there two swimming pools by the 
Atlantic and the Lagoon for leisure 
swimming and lessons.

Yet, Inagbe Resort is taking qual-
ity unwinding events seriously. Its 
18-hole golf course is on Hole2, while 

a helipad by the ocean is ongoing for 
guests who want exclusivity or do not 
trust the boat transport to the resort.

 Obudu Mountain Resort
You need not look too far for a 

befitting place to windup the year in 
style this Yuletide. Obudu is still the 
bride of leisure seekers. Probably, the 
complete contrast it offers leisure 
seekers, the world-class facilities, its 
temperate climate, exciting and dif-
ferent locations in one destination 
make many Nigerian travellers to 
tip Obudu Mountain Resort as the 
most romantic destination in Nigeria. 
They unanimously say the resort is 
“Absolutely Amazing”.

Of course, you can propose the 
love of your life; rekindle old affec-
tion, or reignite family affection 
memorably on this plateau, about 
1576 metres above sea level on the Os-
hie Ridge of the Sankwala Mountains.

There, the birds sing, monkeys 
chatter, the local community is ever-
friendly and the lush tropical vegeta-
tion wave melodiously in admiration 

of Mother Nature’s crafts. An experi-
ence on canopy walk is as romantic, 
fearful and exciting as ever.

The natural honey from the bees 
and milk from the ranch are products 
lovers can’t afford to miss on a date.

A warm swim in the breathtaking 
or better still, sprawling Water Park, 
glues couple on honeymoon or lovers 
to man-made leisure. You can swim 
as wild as you can, as much as you can, 
as safe as you can, and grab as much 
fun as you can.

With its beautiful scenery, idyl-
lic tranquility, breathtaking views, 
and world class facilities, Obudu is 
a choice destination for families and 
young couples this Christmas.

The aesthetically improved ac-
commodation options have touches 
of love and colour as well. The African 
round huts and chalets on stilts are 
shaped in pleasing forms besides 
maximising the breathtaking views 
of their environs.

You can actually fun around 
as much as you want in Mountain 

Villas, each with three bedrooms, 
lounge, dining room, kitchenette 
and balcony.

You can’t afford to be less roman-
tic this season. Hanging out with that 
special person at this nature’s groove 
will do you good this love season.

 Nike Lake Resort
For sure, the wonders and breath-

taking views in Nike Lake Resort 
will beat your imaginations, and 
while a day out in the lake set in the 
rustic Nike community in Enugu 
will pamper you to a pleasurable 
relaxation typical of resorts of its like 
over the world to earn it a destination 
in Nigeria.

A few metres before getting to 
the resort, visitors behold with great 
awe the natural lake stretching over 
three kilometres with its incredible 
and rare aquatic population.

“On getting closer, a look into the 
mud colour lake water mirrors not 
just your true self, but the whole es-
sence of leisure. A deep of your feet 
into the water (though with caution) 
which chills all day long, will cool off 
the heat and stretch worn-out body 
tissues.”

Like a sort-of confluence, a V-
shape point on the lake seems to con-
nect bold leisure seekers to another 
point of the lake that flows towards 
the hinterland of the Agbakpa-Nike 
community. From there, you will 
see some local fishermen prohibited 
from fishing on the side of the resort 
looking for fish to catch, sell or make 
their soap pot richer.

The vast lush gardens comprising 
children’ park, soccer field and picnic 
area will also indulge you.

Having enjoyed an environment 
that offers breathtaking views in 
secure and tranquil setting, the re-
viewers who visited on their own 
individual times, retire into one of 
the resort’s 210 well appointed and 
tastefully furnished rooms and suits, 
suitable for all tasted and budgets.

All rooms in the resort overlook 
the well manicured gardens or the 
lake, and each room provides the 
comfort and luxury that is expected 
from an international three-star 
hotel.

Exciting inbound destinations 
beckon this Christmas

If you an ardent lover of outbound 
holiday, it is time to look inwards at 
least for once. You can save yourself 
the cost and stress of visiting oversea 
destinations this Christmas. Below 
are some exciting domestic destina-
tions that offer value for money of-
ferings this Christmas, writes Obinna 
Emelike.

La Campagne Tropicana Beach 
Resort

For its fresh water lake, accessible 
mangrove forest, a savannah, exten-
sive sandy beach, the warm Atlantic 
sea, stylish accommodation options, 
activities like burn fire, beach sports, 
party among others, La Campagne 
Tropicana Beach Resort is ideal for 
your comfort and fun this festive 
season.

The street party

La Campagne Tropicana Beach Resort

Le Méridien Ibom Hotel & Golf Resort

Continues on Page.....
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…thanks Nigerians for a successful 2017, hopes for an ambitious 2018
Virgin Atlantic reiterates its dedication to Nigeria

V
irgin Atlantic Airways 
has continued to ex-
press its appreciation 
to the Nigerian people 
for their support to 

its daily service to London over 
the last 16 years. As well, Virgin 
Atlantic has also enjoyed a very 
successful 2017, which leaves the 
airline optimistic and ambitious 
for 2018 and beyond for operating 
from Nigeria.

Speaking at a lunch, which held 
recently at Sky Restaurant, Eko 
Hotel & Suites, Samuel Lindfield, 
Head of Nigeria at Virgin Atlantic,  
noted that the airline is about to 
embark on a further significant 
programme of investment to its 
fleet with the introduction of the 
A350-1000 from early 2019. The 
aircraft, according to Lindfield, 
will offer a superlative level of cus-
tomer experience, a 25-percent re-
duction in fuel consumption versus 
equivalent aircraft, and ambient 
mood lighting to reduce the effects 
of jetlag. When combined with the 
brand new 789-9s and modern 
A330s, Virgin Atlantic will boast 
one of the youngest and most fuel 
efficient fleets in the sky, he said.

“Beyond the programme of 
fleet renewal, Virgin Atlantic have 
introduced a number of customer-
focused initiatives, which help us 
better give back to the communi-

ties we serve in Nigeria. These 
include inflight Wi-Fi connectiv-
ity between Lagos and London, a 
revamped Upper Class food and 
beverage menu, free chilled bottles 
of water on arrival and free luggage 
trollies for all passengers arriving 
on Virgin Atlantic in Lagos. These 
initiatives all form part of the focus 
on offering bespoke service to our 
Nigerian passengers, on one of our 
flagship routes”, he said.

Commenting further on the 
customer-focussed initiatives and 
corporate social responsibility, the 
Lindfield said, “The year 2017 saw 
Virgin Atlantic collaborate with 
British Council ‘Enterprise Chal-
lenge’ winners, Nasir Yammama 
and Sophia Uno”. Virgin Atlantic 
and The British Council launched 
the Enterprise Challenge in 2014 
to help budding Nigerian entre-
preneurs reach for the skies. The 
competition provides a platform in 
Nigeria for young, brilliant entre-
preneurial minds to develop their 
commercial skills and businesses. 
Nasir and Sophia were the faces 
of the entrepreneur advertising 
campaign recently run in Nigeria. 
Sophia Onu also took part in the 
Virgin Atlantic ‘Business is an Ad-
venture’ series, offering unrivalled 
levels of exposure to her growing 
business, The 5K Shop. Both en-
trepreneurs received mentoring 
sessions from Sir Richard Branson 

himself.
The airline declared that its 

support of Nigerian entrepreneurs 
demonstrates its commitment to 
be Nigeria’s airline of choice for 
business.

“With many analysts now pro-
jecting Nigeria’s population to 

reach 500 million by 2050, we see 
Nigeria as a land of immense oppor-
tunity. A growing population will 
create new opportunities for do-
mestic and international business. 
We look forward to leading that 
growth, by facilitating air travel 
from Nigeria to the World and by 
supporting Nigerian communities 

and businesses at their core. We 
have certainly built a rich tapestry 
of experiences, history and tradi-
tion over our sixteen years flying 
to Lagos from London, carrying in 
excess of three million passengers. 
We look forward to adding to that 
rich tapestry over the next sixteen 
years and beyond”, he concluded.

Exciting inbound destinations beckon this...

L-R: Liezi Gericke, head of Middle East and Africa, Virgin Atlantic Airways, Omolola Kufile, head of sales, 
Virgin Atlantic,  Lateef Lawal, publisher, Nigerian Communication Aviation News and Samuel Lindfield, 
country manager Nigeria, Virgin Atlantic, at the lunch held recently at Sky Restaurant, Eko Hotel&Suites, 
Lagos.

This top romantic destination is 
a unique blend of natural environ-
ment with man-made leisure aids in 
the resort.

Its 65-acre tranquil paradise, sur-
rounding palm and coconut trees 
that shields sun, beautiful stretch of 
the Atlantic coastal line of Lagos that 
cools off the intensity of the tropical 
heat and the sprawling beach sand 
that provides enough space for all 
to funny around, besides the luxury 
and comfort of five-star facilities, all 
combine to make the resort a must-
visit this festive season.

The ability to help guests connect 
with the real natural environment of 
an African set up while still enjoying 
the luxury also gives La Campagne 
an edge.

From the gate of the beach, one 
gets to feel the uniqueness and beauty 
as one is taken aback with the various 
motifs at play of which the strongest 
is the African motif.

Tucked in the midst of coconut 
trees and different species of plants 
are conical structures as care was 
taken to ensure that the infrastruc-
ture at the resort blends in perfectly 
with the surroundings so that the 
spectacular ambience of the tropical 
countryside is not lost.

The rooms are surrounded by 
tropical gardens that enhance the 
delightful village atmosphere and 
attract a great deal of exotic birds. 
All the rooms are individually deco-
rated to impart an air of luxury and 
relaxation.

Le Méridien Ibom Hotel & Golf 
Resort

You truly need to visit Le Meri-

dien Ibom, which is unarguably, the 
best resort in South South of Nigeria. 
The reasons to visit abound; its world 
of landscaped tropical beauty, 18-hole 
golf course, private terraces in each of 
the 130 guestrooms (each overlook-
ing a forest of palm trees and the golf 
course), riverside marina with a float-
ing jetty, Marina Club House & BBQ 
Terrace, a heliport, three retail shops, 
a hair salon, among other facilities, 
will all indulge any visitor any time.

You can always enjoy enough 
swimming in its outdoor children’s 
and adult pools, two Jacuzzis, while 
keeping fit at the health club, and 
with tennis and squash facilities.

Le Méridien offers a truly unique 
experience in every one of its stylish 
guest rooms and suites. Warm earth 
tones in addition to the luxurious sit-
ting and work areas create an inviting 
ambiance for you to experience and 
enjoy leisure.

The opportunity to discover 
unique cultural experiences, both 
within the hotel, as well as, across the 
local community, is awesome.

Besides providing these experi-
ences, the resort recommends the 
most enriching art, musical, fashion 
and design events that are happening 
across the destination this Christmas, 
especially the Christmas Carol and 
choir contest to interesting guests.

Inagbe Resort
Set on the tranquil banks of the 

magnificent Lagos Lagoon and the 
Atlantic Ocean, Inagbe Grand Re-
sort and Leisure is awaiting to offer 
memorable yet romantic stay for 
discerning guests, especially couples 
this Christmas

It parades 152 stylishly, yet taste-
fully, furnished chalets. The chalets 

offer options, depending on the taste 
of the guests. You have option of 
choosing from the 108 chalets closer 
to the Lagoon or the 44 exclusive 
rooms by the Atlantic Ocean shore.

While the 108 rooms come in 
categories of six bedrooms fit for fam-
ily, two bedrooms and one bedroom, 
the 44 rooms by the ocean offer two 
bedrooms and one bedroom accom-
modation options for visitors.

But while local fishing boats are 
common sight for the rooms closer to 
the Lagoon, queue of big shipping ves-
sels waiting to get order to discharge 
their contents at the Lagos Wharf 
is obvious from the comfort of the 
rooms by the ocean.

The resort offers complete leisure. 
Besides the Floating Lounge that can 
sit over 800 guests, the resort offers 
quality sporting events as well. Guests 
can always keep fit at the outdoor 
lawn tennis court, basketball court, 
and there two swimming pools by the 
Atlantic and the Lagoon for leisure 
swimming and lessons.

Yet, Inagbe Resort is taking quality 
unwinding events seriously. Its 18-hole 
golf course is on Hole2, while a helipad 
by the ocean is ongoing for guests who 
want exclusivity or do not trust the boat 
transport to the resort.

 Obudu Mountain Resort
You need not look too far for a befit-

ting place to windup the year in style this 
Yuletide. Obudu is still the bride of leisure 
seekers. Probably, the complete contrast 
it offers leisure seekers, the world-class 
facilities, its temperate climate, exciting 
and different locations in one destina-
tion make many Nigerian travellers to 
tip Obudu Mountain Resort as the most 
romantic destination in Nigeria. They 
unanimously say the resort is “Absolutely 

Amazing”.
Of course, you can propose the love 

of your life; rekindle old affection, or 
reignite family affection memorably on 
this plateau, about 1576 metres above sea 
level on the Oshie Ridge of the Sankwala 
Mountains.

There, the birds sing, monkeys chat-
ter, the local community is ever-friendly 
and the lush tropical vegetation wave 
melodiously in admiration of Mother 
Nature’s crafts. An experience on canopy 
walk is as romantic, fearful and exciting 
as ever.

The natural honey from the bees and 
milk from the ranch are products lovers 
can’t afford to miss on a date.

A warm swim in the breathtaking 
or better still, sprawling Water Park, 
glues couple on honeymoon or lovers to 
man-made leisure. You can swim as wild 
as you can, as much as you can, as safe as 
you can, and grab as much fun as you can.

With its beautiful scenery, idyllic 
tranquility, breathtaking views, and 
world class facilities, Obudu is a choice 
destination for families and young 
couples this Christmas.

The aesthetically improved accom-
modation options have touches of love 
and colour as well. The African round 
huts and chalets on stilts are shaped in 
pleasing forms besides maximising the 
breathtaking views of their environs.

You can actually fun around as much 
as you want in Mountain Villas, each 
with three bedrooms, lounge, dining 
room, kitchenette and balcony.

You can’t afford to be less roman-
tic this season. Hanging out with that 
special person at this nature’s groove 
will do you good this love season.

 Nike Lake Resort
For sure, the wonders and breath-

taking views in Nike Lake Resort 

will beat your imaginations, and 
while a day out in the lake set in the 
rustic Nike community in Enugu 
will pamper you to a pleasurable 
relaxation typical of resorts of its like 
over the world to earn it a destination 
in Nigeria.

A few metres before getting to 
the resort, visitors behold with great 
awe the natural lake stretching over 
three kilometres with its incredible 
and rare aquatic population.

“On getting closer, a look into the 
mud colour lake water mirrors not just 
your true self, but the whole essence 
of leisure. A deep of your feet into the 
water (though with caution) which 
chills all day long, will cool off the heat 
and stretch worn-out body tissues.”

Like a sort-of confluence, a V-
shape point on the lake seems to con-
nect bold leisure seekers to another 
point of the lake that flows towards 
the hinterland of the Agbakpa-Nike 
community. From there, you will 
see some local fishermen prohibited 
from fishing on the side of the resort 
looking for fish to catch, sell or make 
their soap pot richer.

The vast lush gardens comprising 
children’ park, soccer field and picnic 
area will also indulge you.

Having enjoyed an environment 
that offers breathtaking views in 
secure and tranquil setting, the re-
viewers who visited on their own 
individual times, retire into one of 
the resort’s 210 well appointed and 
tastefully furnished rooms and suits, 
suitable for all tasted and budgets.

All rooms in the resort overlook 
the well manicured gardens or the 
lake, and each room provides the 
comfort and luxury that is expected 
from an international three-star hotel.

Continued from Page.....
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‘We will build capacity, service to consolidate our Dubai operations’

How will your new operations 
in Nigeria-Dubai route benefit 
Nigeria and the international mar-
ket?

W
e thank God al-
mighty for giv-
ing us this op-
portunity and 
for making this 

inaugural flight a success story. 
When you do domestic alone, 
you are limited in connectivity. 
When you do regional operations, 
you are limited to the ECOWAS 
communities and African Union. 
When you venture to go into any 
of the countries where we are 
now and the one that we intend 
to go, you have gone global and 
you have no hidden corridor any 
more. Here in Dubai and London, 
we are open to the whole world 
and we are contesting with the 
great masters of the industry 
such as British Airway, Lufthansa, 
KLM amongst others. We need to 
play the game the way it is played 
globally. We started this venture 
in Saudi Arabia, when we went 
into this country for pilgrimage; 
we were maintaining this posi-
tion and contesting along with 
the global masters that come to 
play the same Hajj operations. 
For over 11 years now, we have 
been the only Nigerian carrier 
that has been consistent and we 
have carried over 330thousand 
pilgrims that have fulfilled their 
Islamic obligations. When we 
came in, there were 14 carriers 
but today, only two are still in the 
market and I hope more will come. 
From the Saudi Arabian position 
we built the capacity by having 
a very strong base. For our Hajj 
operations, we do not only carry 
Nigerians, we carried from various 
countries.

We ventured into the United 
Kingdom(UK) and people thought 
we will not last up to six months 
but today, we have operated for 
two years on the London route. 
We have gone through various 
huddles but in UK now, we have 
been accepted side by side with 
British Airways and that is the 

beauty of it all. This is what in-
formed us and give us the strength 
to come here. This is a global mar-
ket where everyone wants to play 
effectively.

We have been in talks with the 
Dubai government for three years 
and we have done the ground 
work by establishing a cargo com-
pany here, we have our workers 
here and we have an agency of 
travel and tour packages. We went 
into negotiation and got our first 
two sets of slots. We were working 
strongly to build the capacity. We 
sent our staff here to work and 
some went the university here. 
Today we can raise up our heads, 
we have everything on ground in 
Dubai. On our flight arrival flight, 
we came in with about 12 tonnes 
of cargo and on the first departure 
flight to Nigeria, we have 15tonnes 
of cargo. We had about 80percent 
load factor on arrival flight.

On 24th of December, we will 
launch in Kaduna Kano Jeddah 
routes and we will be doing two 

flights weekly. We will start with 
Thursdays and Sundays and that 
is why we chose 24th December. 
This is the journey so far. We will 
soon start Texas operations and 
intend to have four flights weekly 
and Washington, but we have nar-
rowed them down to two flights, 
so that we are working. We have 
a consultant working with us. We 
give ourselves six months, we will 
be looking at 2018 and that will 
be the close of the international 
network. We went to Anglophone 
and Francophone countries and 
we are in the Middle East and UK 
now. The next stage is be United 
States and China will be the next 
by the grace of God. We are go-
ing step by step. We do it slowly 
and close it. We are spending and 
building capacity. We are not mak-
ing noise. God has been the driving 
force and we thank God for it.

 Service appears one key fac-
tor to drive the Dubai route, how 
are you looking at making your 
service topnotch?

A
frica’s largest airline 
group, Ethiopian Air-
lines has carried out 
its first all Women 

flight to Nigeria.
Women are expected to fill 

every role on the flight; from 
the pilots and cabin crew to in 
flight ramp operations as well as 
flight dispatchers on ground, the 
company revealed.

This is also the first time  ET 
operated an all women flight in 
Africa. The flight left for Lagos, 

Amsale Gualu captains first international all Women Operated flight to Nigeria
Nigeria from Addis Ababa on the 
16th of December, had on board 
some selected Nigerian journal-
ists. The pilot, Amsale Gualu 
had earlier said in another all 
Women Ooerated flight to Bang-
kok : “This flight shows us that if 
women get equal opportunities 
and work hard I’m sure they can 
achieve whatever they want in 
all fields including the aviation 
industry.”

The all female crew which 
also had Tigist Kibret as First 

Ethiopian airline is owned by 
Ethiopian government, Emirates 
and Saudi Airlines are champi-
oned by their government. They 
subsidize everything for them. I 
am buying fuel at 51dollars and 
I buy it in Nigeria at N220 for 
no reason. You can understand 
the challenge we are facing. We 
do not have government that 
is championing our course but 
these big airlines have their gov-
ernment supporting them. So, 
we know God has been the one 
driving this course. The issue of 
having that standard is gradual. 
We have started. We created an 
ambassador onboard, introduc-
ing a Nigerian attire and culture. 
These ambassadors are added 
value. What they are going to do 
is to supervise what others are 
doing. It is not something you 
find anywhere. The only place 
you find it is on Ethiopia airline. 
The lady you find onboard put-
ting on Nigerian wear is like a 
supervisor, as they run the show 
too. We will not compromise in 
our delivery of service. I went on 
the flight, I made comments and I 
took comments and I will go back 
to them and we will discuss. We 
will get there.

In the area of on-time depar-
ture and good food, what are 
you doing to ensure these are of 
international standard?

We need to change a lot of 
things. Structures and discipline 
is always a problem in Nigeria. We 
saw the whole delay. Passengers 
were held up with immigration. 
There is no basis for the delays. We 
should have gone pass this level. 
Once passengers check in, they 
have minimum time and there is 
no need delaying them. We still 
have to get there. That is why the 
vice president brought up the idea 
of ease of doing business to show 
Nigeria the way to do business. We 
will get there. We will improve our 
service delivery onboard.

 Aside from service, are you 
leveraging on price to drive this 
destination?

We have subsidized the price 

on this route so that people can 
afford it. We reduced the rate by 
50percent. What we are selling 
is mileage. Going from London 
to Dubai is six hours by flight 
and while coming from London 
to Lagos is three times the price. 
What makes it different? It is the 
same cost. We have done the cost 
analysis and we have subsidized 
our rates.

How strong is the federal gov-
ernment behind you?

This is like a one man fight but 
we have a minister who is listen-
ing. He is a friend and a brother of 
mine. He is a young guy, he is dy-
namic but he has limitations. We 
should be discipline. We need to 
first access ourselves at home first. 
Today, we are only five airlines 
flying in Nigeria, the remaining 
23 is gone. So, something must be 
put in place to ensure airlines do 
not close shop. We came here and 
they asked us to go to somewhere 
far away. This took me about 
eight months to fight. For almost 
one year I have been fighting it. 
Whoever is behind this scene 
has to open up. I told the author-
ity that I won’t accept it. What 
makes Emirates do three flights 
in Nigeria, two in Lagos and one 
in Abuja? Why don’t they go to 
Yola? So I wrote to everyone and 
the government wrote me back 
to be patient and Sirika told the 
people that they have to support 
me. British Airways and Virgin 
Atlantic are doing 21 frequencies 
and I am doing only four and the 
Civil Aviation Authority,(CAA) 
told me I will do two and I refused 
and I wrote a letter, that is why we 
are doing four London flights. God 
is the one supporting us.

With all these restrictions, 
how do you intend to sustain 
these routes?

For you to survive, you must 
build a foundation for yourself. If 
you do not have a solid foundation, 
you will not succeed. I built capac-
ity in Dubai for three years for me 
to be here. The rest we have left 
in the hands of God, since govern-
ment come and go.

Muneer Bankole is the managing director of Medview airline. In this interview, he speaks of how it will 
sustain and consolidate its recently launched Nigeria-Dubai flight operations.

Officer, flew the Boeing 777. In 
a country where few women 
have dared to enter the highly 
male-dominated profession of 
piloting, Amsale Guale, in 2010 
become the first Ethiopian fe-
male captain by flying an Ethio-
pian Airlines Bombardier from 
Addis Ababa to Gondar.

 Ethiopian Airlines says it 
wants to promote women’s 
empowerment and encourage 
more African women to pursue 
aviation careers.  Although 

one-third of its employees are 
women, the figure is smaller 
when it comes to positions 
such as pilots and technicians, 
says Ethiopian Airlines.

 Ethiopian Airlines the first 
Skytrax 4 star Airline  in Africa  
is the largest and the  fastest 
growing Airline in Africa. In 
its seven decades of operation, 
Ethiopian has become one of 
the continent’s leading carri-
ers, unrivaled in efficiency and 
operational success.

Muneer Bankole

Amsale Gualu



‘I would like to see more artistes 
preach positive messages via music’

Entertainment

Falana

Okosi
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Stories by MABEL DIMMA

I listened to the traffic radio in 
Lagos a few days ago, sensitiz-
ing Lagosians on the routes to 

take come December 17, 2017, 
which is today, as Olamide holds 
season4 of his much anticipated 
concert at the Teslim Balogun 
Stadium in Surulere. Someone 
even asked in disbelief why major 
roads in town should be cordoned 
off because of a single individual 
who has decided he wants to hold 
a concert in the heart of Lagos 
mainland.

According to Mr. Adeoye Oluy-
emi, Head of Operations, LAST-
MA Headquarters, “We are out to 
ensure a free traffic situation on 
that day. We are well aware of the 
influx of vehicles for the concert, 
so we are well prepared ahead of 
it”. According to him, his men will 
be at strategic places before, dur-
ing and after the concert.

“Alhaji Masha road will be 
closed to vehicular traffic in both 
directions between the National 
Stadium intersection and Shitta 
flyover. All U-turns and left turn 
under the stadium bridge are 
prohibited to vehicular move-
ment during this period except 
for the VVIPs coming from Alaka 
and proceeding towards the VVIP 
Car Park 1.

Alex Okosi, Executive Vice-
President and Managing 
Director at Viacom Inter-

national Media Networks Africa 
and BET International made an 
important call to action to Public 
Private Partnerships with the 
network’s future focused mes-
sage on the continent’s education 
challenges at the Children’s Global 
Media Summit 2017 (CGMS 2017).

World Bank reports that while 
the number of children enrolled 
in schools in Sub-Saharan Africa is 
growing, the region currently has 
30 million children not receiving 
any form of schooling, in Nigeria 
that statistic is 11.4 million.

Speaking in line with the key-
note address by Britain’s Prince 
William, Okosi highlighted the 
network’s commitment to devel-
opment through “em-powerful” 
content. He shared case studies of 
Nickelodeon’s education initiatives 
which featured financial literacy, 
mathematics and science for pri-
mary school children.

He also highlighted the MTV 
SHUGA project which together 
with the MTV Staying Alive Foun-
dation has improved knowledge, 
attitudes and behaviors related to 
family planning, contraception, 
gender based violence, transac-
tional sex and HIV prevention. The 

Teslim Balogun stadium hits up with Olamide live in concert season 4 Okosi calls on collective mobilisation 
for an inclusive Generation U

Known for his music success, comic performances and acting, multi-talented FOLARIN FALANA, aka Falz the Bahd guy, is planning a coup in 
the entertainment space, a one-of-a-kind concert, offering amazing experience to all. In this interview with MABEL DIMMA during the 
Falz Day which held at BHM studios, Falz shares on his inspirations and expectations for the entertainment space come 2018.

Wh y  a r e  y o u 
c a l l e d  t h e 
Bahd guy?

It  is  a  t it le, 
s o m e t h i n g  I 

picked up in school because I 
am smooth on the microphone. It 
is more of a positive connotation, 
not bahd as in bad. That is why I 
have a special spelling for it.

Venturing into the entertain-
ment world, did you have any 
apprehension?

Not necessarily. When you are 
passionate about something, you 
just go in fully, head first. You 
don’t really think about what 
problems or challenges you can 
face ahead of you. So, that is what 
happened.

Is there something in society 
you try to address with your 
songs?

Always-my music is very con-
scious. I believe very strongly in 
lyrics- lyrical content- and I think 
that artistes are in position of 
influence and for this reason we 
need to preach positive messages, 
which I try to do with my music.  
For instance, on my latest album, 
which I tagged ‘27’, the hit song 
‘child of the world’, tackled a cou-
ple of social issues such as sexual 

gest exports as a country. Outside 
Nigeria, everybody loves Nigerian 
entertainment. I am definitely 
proud to be a part of it.

What is that one thing you 
want to see artistes do differ-
ently in 2018?

I would like to see more ar-
tistes preach positive messages 
via music. I want to see more 
togetherness between artistes 
and superstars, at the end of the 
day we are all playing in the sky; 
there is enough space for all the 
birds to fly without colliding. We 
should not antagonise each other, 
because the fact we are all super-
stars does not mean we should 
be fighting each other, everyone 
is flying in the air, and there is 
enough space for us. I like to see 
more solidarity.

In 2018, will there be more 
Falz collaborations?                                                                                       

Definitely! I am a big fan of 
collaborations; I think that col-
laboration brings more spice, 
and the cohesion that is needed. 
When you bring yourselves to-
gether- each person has their own 
style-the fusion of those two is 
very different from what people 
expect. Definitely I will be doing 
more collaboration.

20th
Falz experience is something 

very big that we are planning. 
We are not trying to do things the 
ordinary way. If you look at my 
brand, the Falz brand, you will 
see that this guy has obviously 
carved a niche for himself, he is 

not the regular kind of artiste and 
I am trying to further cement that. 
I’m trying to make a statement 
with the concert.  It is a one-of-
a-kind musical theatre show that 
will showcase the three unique 
sides to Folarin Falana. I can’t 
even call it a concert because it 
is a lot more than that, it is an 
experience. It will also feature 
friends of Falz including Simi, 
YCee, Reekado Banks, Ajebutter 
22, among others.

What are your expectations 
for this concert?

I want to make a huge statement 
with it, so I am expecting that 
on that day, everyone will leave 
with an impression that they have 
seen what they have never seen 
before. I don’t like living life with 
expectations because when you 
have expectations, you are always 
disappointed. So, I am hoping 
that on that day, I am able to make 
that statement.

What is your view of the Ni-
geria entertainment space as 
a player?

Very interesting and saturated; 
so many people are playing in 
the space. But also there is a 
huge amount of talents. I think 
entertainment is one of our big-

assault, violence and several other 
things that I talked about.

What is you inspiration?
Life around me, people I come 

across, and things that happen 
to me inspire me to make music.

Let’s talk about the Falz Ex-
perience coming up December 

series reaches 720m people via 180 
channels globally.

Okosi concluded with, “The 
most important question I have 
for you today is how can we all 
work together to help truly cre-
ate a global Generation U that is 
inclusive of all the children in the 
world?” Okosi asked in conclusion.

Curated by the BBC and held in 
Manchester, UK, from 5-7 Decem-
ber, CGMS 2017 focused on five 
themes: education, empowerment, 
entertainment, innovation and 
freedom. The Children’s Global 
Media Summit brings together 
creatives, technology innovators, 
policymakers, executives and 
thought leaders from around the 
globe to inform and redesign the 
future of media for Generation U 
and explore the impact that digital 
technology will have in children’s 
futures.

“The service lanes on Funsho 
Williams Avenue are open to traf-
fic but motorists are advised to 
keep to the main carriage or ex-
pressway to navigate their journey 
through Stadium Bridge.

“There are two main car parks 
for motorist on that day, the gen-
eral car park will be the National 
Stadium, it will also accommodate 
the VIP, while VVIP will use the 
Teslim Balogun Stadium,”

But this development is not 
surprising because apart from the 
fact that the rapper has a familial 
relationship with Governor Ak-
inwunmi Ambode, the latter has 
been stressing the huge tourism 
potential in Lagos state of which 
entertainment is a major part, so 
it is all in line.

Be that as it may, it has been 
an amazing year for indigenous 

rapper, Olamide, who since he en-
tered the entertainment industry 
has won several awards as well as 
nominations.

OLIC4 is organised by YBNL, 
Red & Axla, Pentagon and pow-
ered by the Lagos State Govern-
ment. The concert will definitely 
bring Lagos to a halt with the 
release of his new album titled 
‘Lagos Na Wa’. The Concert is on 
a track to set standards and break 
existing records

From setting a standard for 
United Kingdom concerts by sell-
ing out tickets hours before the 
YBNL concert began with fans 
overfilling the five thousand ca-
pacity concert venue to hosting his 
first ever OLIC concert in Toronto, 
Canada which was recorded as 
a massive success, not to forget 
noteworthy international nomi-
nations and awards and of course 
hit singles like Orobo, Abule Sowo, 
Owo Blow, Konkobility among 
others, that have all continued to 
top music charts locally and in-
ternationally, Olamide has shown 
that he is indeed a master of the 
game.

By all standards, OLIC I  and 2 
were an absolute success, OLIC 3 
was a massive shut down of Lagos, 
but OLIC 4 promises to be history 
making as Olamide and his team 
plan on giving an early Christmas 
surprise to his teeming fans.



Women farmers

Woman manufacturing
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WIMAfrica set to give women 
stronger voice in manufacturing

I
t was an epoch event, 
the start of a new jour-
ney to give women a 
voice as female busi-
ness executives in the 

manufacturing sector,  on 
Wednesday, December 13 
2017, launched a support 
group for  women in that 
profession called Women 
in Manufacturing in Africa 
(WIMAfrica), at Westwood 
Hotel, Ikoyi, Lagos.

Adepeju Adebajo, Ogun 
state commissioner for ag-
riculture, who pioneered the 
idea while she was manag-
ing director at Lafarge Africa 
Plc, believes WIMAfrica will 
i n s p i re  w o m e n  t o  g ro w , 
learn, share and inspire each 
other for the growth of the 
manufacturing sector.

Ope Wemi-Jones, deputy 
general manager at Access 
Bank and one of the found-
i ng  m e mb e r s  o f  W I M A f-
rica, called on women to 
change the status quo. She 
said though cultural biases 
and misconceptions have 
been driven by men and 
women, the responsibility is 
on women to challenge the 
status quo. This she said can 
be done through consistent 
excellence in their chosen 
fields.

After  the welcome ad-
dress by founding members, 
there was a CEO panel, with 
the topic “Changing the nar-
rative of manufacturing for 
women in Africa”, consisting 
of CCEO Lafarge Africa, CEO 
Unilever Nigeria Plc and 
moderated by Ini Abimbola.

Herbert Wigwe, manag-
ing director of Access Bank, 
commended the WIM Africa 
initiative, saying that Access 
Bank has always supported 
gender equality  over the 
years and would support the 
WIMAfrica initiative.

Michel Puchercos, coun-
try CEO of Lafarge Africa Plc, 
said women if thoroughly 
empowered can potentially 
become the engine room of 
production for any society. 
According to him, Afr ica 
should take advantage of its 
huge young female popula-
tion to advance the cause 
of  manufactur ing on the 
continent.

There was a segment ti-
t led “Perspective  from a 
woman in manufacturing”, 

which was handled by Nike 
Ogunlesi, CEO Ruff n Tum-
ble.  “Todays’ unveiling of a 
strong platform for women 
in manufacturing, WIMAf-
rica is the start of the journey 
to giving women in manu-
facturing a voice. A voice to 
grow, as well as to mentor 
other women in sustainable 
success,” she said.

According to her, “Over 
the years, the general im-
pression is that manufactur-
ing is largely dominated by 
men, but that is not true.

“With my recent study of 
garment manufacturing In 
Indonesia and China, I came 
across some amazing wom-
en, women running factories 
that have 1,000 lines. One of 
the flights I took, the entire 
flying crew, from the captain 
-were all women on Qatar 
airline,” she said, adding that 
African women historically 
have dominated subsist-
ent  manufacturing;  from 
agriculture to soap making, 
basket making, production 
of beautiful Adire fabrics, 
and Aso-Oke.”

Adding that, “We have to 
change the narrative of how 
women do business in Nige-
ria- we can transit from sub-
stantial manufacturing to 
industrial manufacturing.”

“I am proud to be associ-
ated with WIMAfrica, I am 
proud to be a flag bearing tes-
timonial for WIMAfrica. This 

is not just another women’s 
group; it is a women’s group 
with purpose, a vision- with 
clarity of purpose and in-
tention- the focus is to give 
women in manufacturing 
strength, courage, the idea 
that there is indeed no limits 
whatsoever on how big their 
companies can be. If we are 
able to achieve this, we will 
build a better and stronger 
nation, Africa and world,” 
Ogunlesi said in conclusion.

During the event, the ban-
ner and logo for the group 
was launched amidst fan-
fare. There was also a book 
p re s e nt at i o n  t i t l e d  “ Th e 
Power of 100” chronicling 

the lives of 100 women who 
hav e  h e l p e d  s h a p e d  t h e 
country. The book was put 
together by a team made 
up of eight women and four 
m e n ,  w o rk i n g  a l o n g s i d e 
Ernst and Young.

Giving the vote of thanks, 
Ibilola Alao described WIM 
Africa as a partner company 
initiative between Lafarge 
and Access Bank. She urged 
all in attendance to take the 
message out to their family 
members who are women, 
“that there is a new force in 
town that will be changing 
the face of women in manu-
facturing and other sectors 
of the society.”

Akinwunmi Ambode, gover-
nor of Lagos State who was 
represented by his deputy at 

the 2017 Women In Successful Ca-
reers (WISCAR) Annual mentoring 
and leadership event held at Muson 
Centre, recently said that the role of 
women in nation building cannot be 
over emphasised.

The governor said Nigeria cannot 
afford to undervalue the capacity of 
women to provide solutions to some 
of the challenges the country is cur-
rently grappling with.

According to him, “the impres-
sive achievements that members of 
WISCAR have recorded in different 
areas of endeavour are proof of what 
women can contribute to national 
development. Which is why the 
theme for this year’s event tagged 
‘Developing women to build a better 
nation’ speaks to the need for us to 
focus greater attention to building 
the capacity of women to be able 
to contribute their full potentials to 
the process of moving the nation 
forward.”

The governor stated that there is 
still a wide gap between the potentials 
of women and how much of the po-
tentials have been actualised for the 
well being of the society.

“In the last two years our admin-
istration has in line with our inclusive 
growth policy introduced and imple-
mented policies and programmes 
aimed at addressing issues pertaining 
women, particularly in relation to 
domestic violence, sexual abuse, eco-
nomic empowerment and the likes.

“We remain committed to ensur-
ing that our policy of zero tolerance 
for gender based abuse/violence is 
sustained through continuous en-
lightenment and strict enforcement 
of the law to serve as deterrence for 
potential perpetrators of this heinous 
act.”

Amina Oyagbola, founder of 
the group who spoke during the 
event stated that the organisation 
was conceived to bridge the gap in 
mentor-ship and women advocacy 
in leadership. “We started WISCAR 
with a goal seeking to empower the 
women by providing learning and 
professional guidelines in charting the 
path of leadership and emancipation 
in nation building.”

Speaking further, Oyagbola stated 
that the 10th anniversary celebration 
is very significant to the organisation 
as reflected in the theme for this 
year’s conference which highlights 
the importance of ensuring equal 
opportunity for women to contribute 
to the growth and development of 
the nation.

“We are celebrating this anniver-
sary by showcasing pioneering and 
successful women in the various 
sectors of our economy and to teach 
the younger women (mentees) what 
we have done differently and how to 
do it to reach the zenith of our careers 
even in the male dominated sectors of 
the economy.” Oyagbola said.
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Ambode upholds 
women contribution 
in nation building
...As organisation celebrates 
10th anniversary

IFEOMA OKEKE
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The air is red with Christ-
mas excitement. Price 
of some items has near-

ly doubled just as the year 
inches to an inevitable close. 
In all this hustle and bustle, 
buying and giving, planning 
and traveling, what gift have 
you given to yourself?

Oh yes you! You have 
worked hard these 11 months 
and, so you deserve some-
thing. It will make you feel 
much better if you can relax a 
little and do some of these for 
yourself before 2017 elapses.

Self-appreciation
As hard as it may sound 

not many people give them-
selves pats on the back. It 
is important that even if 
nobody tells you how great 
you’ve been this year, how 
much you have pushe d 
yourself, or how much you 
have achieved this year; 
you should do it for yourself. 
Doing this helps you bring 
into focus all the things you 
achieved, giving you a cause 
for satisfaction and a feeling 

CHINWE OBINWANNE

5 personal gifts this Christmas
of triumph.

Fitness jumpstart
It is not easy to maintain a 

fitness schedule, if you have 
started sometime in the year 
but fell off the bandwagon, 
no worries. Give yourself 
the gift of a fresh start even 
before 2018 rolls in. Wouldn’t 

it be a great idea to get into 
the New Year in excellent 
health? Give yourself that 
gift, bearing in mind that it’s 
not just about losing weight, 
but about being in the best 
health possible for yourself 
and those you love.

Begin by doing things you 
love for small bursts of time 

and then increase as you go 
along. Also, don’t forget to 
balance it all out with healthy 
nutrition.

Let go of hate
Hate is so consuming that 

it eats you up on the inside till 
you feel it ingrained in your 
very soul. It also swallows 
up the positive emotions that 
should light your life up, that 
said, this Christmas, let go of 
any hate you carry within. 
Don’t wait for the other party, 
do it for you. When you do 
this, you will feel yourself 
live again from within and 
your heart will be more wel-
coming to the many cheers of 
the season.

Rest
Don’t underestimate the 

effect taking ample rest has 
on your overall well-being. 
Yes, there will be parties, 
weddings, visits and more to 
go to, but realize that after 
this festive season, life starts 
again. This Christmas period 
may be the time you need 
to get the much-needed rest 
so that you get into the New 
Year supercharged and ready 

to crush all your goals.

Plan
It is said that those who 

fail to plan, plan to fail, so 
plan for the coming year 
now. Your home, children, 
marriage, fitness, career and 
more… start planning what 
your 2018 should look like. 
Draw up a blue-print so that 
you get into the year focused 
and in charge.

You want to start sav-
ing? Draw up a budget now. 
Plan to start exercising? Get 
a working exercise plan in 
place or consult a fitness 
expert to help you sort that 
out. Plan to change home? 
Start looking for your ideal 
apartment/home now. It’s all 
about now.

I bet you initially thought 
I was talking about physical 
gifts, right? That is not out of 
the question here too, so do 
well to splurge a little on that 
item you’ve always wanted, 
you deserve it. 2017 was a 
wonderful year for many 
of us. Now, let’s celebrate it 
with the birth of Christ as we 
set the pace for an awesome 
2018.

… Highlights initiatives to address gender based violence in Nigeria

W
omen at Risk 
Internation-
al Founda-
t i o n  ( WA -
RIF), a non-

profit organization established 
in December 2016, to address 
the high incidence of sexual 
assault, rape and gender based 
violence amongst women and 
girls, is celebrating its 1st year 
anniversary in Nigeria.

Speaking at an anniversary 
brunch for its partners, Dr. 
DaSilva-Ibru, founder, WARIF, 
said “Since we opened our 
doors one year ago, we are 
delighted with the number 
of lives we have been able to 
impact through the services 
we provide. We have recorded 
over 360 beneficiaries who 
have either visited our cent-
ers or sought help through our 
24/7 helplines.

“However, we still have a 
long way to go as our objective 
is to reach out to every young 
girl or woman who has faced 
any form of sexual violence 
across all communities in Ni-
geria. Through the wonderful 
support from private organi-
zations and well-meaning 
individuals, we have been able 
to achieve all this in our first 
year,” she added.

Come 2018, WARIF hopes 

WARIF celebrates one year of impact

to do much more, and so its’ 
calling on stakeholders and 
friends of WARIF to support its 
initiatives to expand its reach 
to more women and girls who 
have been affected one way 
or the other by acts of gender 
based violence. 

“Our aim is to create a socie-
ty free of rape and sexual abuse 
and empower all survivors to 
become fully recovered, strong 
productive members of their 
communities. The potential of 

the girl child is limitless, and 
we are working hard to ensure 
that each girl child reaches and 
even surpasses this potential,” 
she added.

Some WARIF initiatives in-
clude; the WARIF Educational 
School Program (WESP) which 
addresses sexual abuse and rape 
in secondary schools across the 
country with the introduction 
of a curriculum to educate and 
change the existing mind set of 
children and parents towards 

this abuse, and the WARIF 
Gate Keepers project which 
in partnership with the ACT 
Foundation, is an initiative 
established to address Gender 
based violence in the peri-rural 
communities of Nigeria.

500 Traditional Birth At-
tendants (TBAs) from selected 
Local Government Areas across 
Lagos State are being sensitized 
and trained on the early recog-
nition of signs and prevention 
of Gender Based Violence that 

occurs frequently in their com-
munities.

Over the next 3 years, WA-
RIF will implement other in-
terventions which consist of 
series of preventive initiatives 
aimed at creating awareness 
amongst target groups of all 
ages and levels of education.  
One of the most important is 
the development and imple-
mentation of a curriculum 
to educate the Boy Child (it 
is presently not available to 
boys), and aimed at equipping 
them with the needed tools to 
manage their sexuality, recog-
nize abuse and steps to handle 
and avoid such situations.

Since its inception in 2016, 
the foundation has fought to 
create a safe haven for survi-
vors of rape and sexual vio-
lence by providing medical, 
emotional, psychological and 
social welfare support through 
the WARIF Centre. The or-
ganization, has established 
itself as the front runner in 
the fight against gender based 
violence in partnership with 
existing government and non-
governmental agencies such as 
the Washington DC Rape Crisis 
Centre, USA and as an official 
member of the Lagos State 
Domestic and Sexual Violence 
Response Team. 

Awosika



Health&Science

Kemi Ajumobi

I
nsulin is a hormone made 
by the pancreas that al-
lows your body to use 
sugar (glucose) from car-
bohydrates in the food 

that you eat for energy or to 
store glucose for future use. 
Insulin helps keeps your blood 
sugar level from getting too 
high (hyperglycemia) or too 
low (hypoglycemia).

The cells in your body need 
sugar for energy. However, 
sugar cannot go into most of 
your cells directly. After you 
eat food and your blood sugar 
level rises, cells in your pan-
creas (known as beta cells) 
are signaled to release insulin 
into your bloodstream. Insulin 
then attaches to and signals 
cells to absorb sugar from the 
bloodstream. Insulin is often 
described as a “key,” which 
unlocks the cell to allow sugar 
to enter the cell and be used 
for energy

“About six years after be-
ing diagnosed, most people 
have about a quarter of their 
beta cell function left,” says 
Anthony McCall, M.D., Ph.D., 
endocrinologist and James M. 
Moss Professor in Diabetes 
at the University of Virginia 
School of Medicine. “With this 

In a bid to transform the 
country’s healthcare sec-
tor, Healthcare Leadership 

Academy (HLA), a platform that 
build capacity in the industry, 
has graduated 58 professionals 
in its Healthcare Executives 
Leadership Program (HELP) and 
its Patient-Centred Care (PCC) 
programme.

 The health professionals were 
trained to provide world-class 
leadership and service delivery 
in the country’s healthcare sector.

  “The academy seeks to 
drive transformative changes 
in healthcare professionals 
and does so by harnessing and 
nurturing their leadership po-
tential, instituting within them 
a culture of accountability and 
continuous quality improve-
ment, and equipping them with 
the skills, tools and capabilities 
they require to fully expand 
into their roles and catalyse sys-
tem wide changes” said Kelechi 
Ohiri, founder of the HLA and 
CEO, Health Strategy and Deliv-
ery Foundation (HSDF) during 
the graduation ceremony in 
Lagos recently.

 Ohiri reminded the graduan-
ds of the vision, mission of the 
HLA and their role in achieving 
transformation and change in 

 ANTHoNiA oboKoH
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FDA approves Sanofi’s Admelog®
...The first follow-on insulin lispro to help people living with diabetes manage blood sugar levels at mealtime

...graduates 58 professionals in HELP and PCC
HLA deepens capacity of health professionals

minimal function, the need for 
injected insulin increases.”

Experts say people with 
type 1 diabetes cannot make 
insulin because the beta cells 
in their pancreas are damaged 
or destroyed. Therefore, these 
people will need insulin injec-
tions to allow their body to 
process glucose and avoid com-
plications from hyperglycemia.

They also state that people 
with type 2 diabetes do not 
respond well or are resistant 

to insulin. They may need in-
sulin shots to help them better 
process sugar and to prevent 
long-term complications from 
this disease. Persons with type 
2 diabetes may first be treated 
with oral medications, along 
with diet and exercise. Since 
type 2 diabetes is a progressive 
condition, the longer someone 
has it, the more likely they will 
require insulin to maintain 
blood sugar levels.

To help diabetic patients on 

insulin, The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) has ap-
proved Sanofi’s Admelog®, the 
first follow-on insulin lispro to 
help people living with diabe-
tes manage blood sugar levels 
at mealtime.

 According to Stefan Oel-
rich, Executive Vice President 
and Head, Global Diabetes 
and Cardiovascular, Sanofi, 
“Sanofi has a deep heritage and 
broad experience in providing 
treatments for people living 

with diabetes. Complementing 
our existing insulin portfolio, 
Admelog will offer a more af-
fordable option for those who 
require control of their blood 
sugar levels at mealtime.” He 
said and added that  “The ap-
proval of Admelog is an impor-
tant milestone for Sanofi in our 
mission to serve patients living 
with chronic diseases such as 
diabetes.”

 Admelog is a rapid-acting 
insulin similar to Humalog®, 
another insulin lispro 100 
Units/mL, currently approved 
in the U.S. The Admelog clini-
cal development program in-
volved more than 1,000 adults 
living with type 1 or type 
2 diabetes. Admelog will be 
available in both vials and 
the SoloStar pen, which is the 
most-used disposable insulin 
pen platform in the U.S.

 Admelog was also granted 
marketing authorisation as 
a biosimilar, under the pro-
prietary name, Insulin lispro 
Sanofi®, by the European Com-
mission in July 2017.

 Prescription Admelog is a 
fast-acting human insulin used 
to improve blood sugar control 
in adults with Type 2 diabetes 
and adults and children (3 
years and older) with Type 1 
diabetes.  

the Nigeria’s healthcare system.
 Speaking at the event, Akin-

wunmi Ambode, Executive 
Governor of Lagos State, who 
was represented by Jide Idris, 
Commissioner of Health, com-
mended the effort and con-
gratulated the leadership of the 
HLA for its vision in developing 
the next generation of health-
care leaders with the requisite 
skills and capabilities to posi-
tively transform and improve 
health outcomes and wellbeing.

 “You have a responsibility to 
diligently apply the knowledge 
acquired to take healthcare ser-
vice delivery to the next level,” 
Idris said.

 The commissioner also stated 
that the need for a sustained 
training programme to regu-
larly update medical personnel 
on global trends in the medical 
world cannot be overemphasised.

 “Any amount of investment 
made in the procurement of 
sophisticated health equipment 
will amount to monumental 
waste if it is not complement-
ed by a well-trained pool of 
medical workforce,” he further 
stated. 

 Hala Daggash, executive 
lead, HLA, stated that crucial 
to the success of the HLA is the 
ability of the HLA’s Alumni 
to successfully translate their 

developed capabilities into their 
respective fields and spheres of 
influence in meaningful and 
impactful ways.

 “It is therefore imperative 
that the HLA successfully en-
gages with its Alumni and pro-
vides them with opportunities 
for networking, collaboration 
and capacity building, empow-
ering them on their journey to 
becoming change catalysts” said 
Daggash.

 Clare Omatseye, president, 

Healthcare Federation of Ni-
geria (HFN), while advising the 
graduands said that against all 
odds they should endeavour to 
succeed.

 “It is important we realise 
where we are coming from, 
there are something we are 
proud of in our country, but 
healthcare seem not to be al-
ways in that top notch, as a new 
generation of changing agents 
and leaders in healthcare, it is 
vital to help make a difference 

in our dear country,” Omatseye.
 Also speaking, Muhammad 

Ali Pate, CEO, Big Win Philan-
thropy and a board member of 
HLA, said “in whatever state 
you find yourself, I charge you 
to exercise leadership.”

 The graduation ceremony 
also serves as a platform for 
the launch of the HLA alumni 
association which primarily 
purpose to increase the con-
nection between the HLA and 
its alumni.
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A
n astonishing num-
ber of things that sci-
entists know about 
brains and behavior 
are based on small 

groups of highly educated, most-
ly white people between the ages 
of 18 and 21. In other words, those 
conclusions are based on college 
students.

College students make a con-
venient study population when 
you’re a researcher at a university. 
It makes for a biased sample, but 
one that’s still useful for some 
types of studies. It would be easy to 
think that for studies of, say, how 
the typical brain develops, a brain 
is just a brain, no matter who’s 
skull its resting in. A biased sample 
shouldn’t really matter, right?

Wrong. Studies heavy in rich, 
well-educated brains may pro-
vide a picture of brain develop-
ment that’s inaccurate for the 
American population at large, a 
recent study found. The results 
provide a strong argument for 
scientists to pay more attention 
to who, exactly, they’re studying 
in their brain imaging experi-
ments.   

It’s “a solid piece of evidence 
showing that those of us in neu-
roimaging need to do a better 
job thinking about our sample, 
where it’s coming from and who 
we can generalize our findings 
to,” says Christopher Monk, who 
studies psychology and neurosci-
ence at the University of Michi-
gan in Ann Arbor.

Even brain images can be biased
...Study samples that are too rich and too well-educated may give a biased picture of brain development

The new study is an example 
of what happens when epidemi-
ology experiments — studies of 
patterns in health and disease 
— crash into studies of brain 
imaging. “In epidemiology we 
think about sample composition 
a lot,” notes Kaja LeWinn, an 
epidemiologist at the University 
of California in San Francisco. 
Who is in the study, where they 
live and what they do is crucial to 
finding out how disease patterns 
spread and what contributes to 
good health.  But in conversations 
with her colleagues in psychiatry 
about brain imaging, LeWinn 
realized they weren’t thinking 
very much about whose brains 
they were looking at. Particularly 
when studying healthy popula-
tions, she says, there was an idea 
that “a brain is a brain is a brain.”

But that’s a dangerous assump-
tion. “The brain does not exist in a 
vacuum, destined to follow some 
predetermined developmental 
pathway without any deviation,” 
LeWinn says. “Quite the opposite, 
our brains, especially in early 
life, are exquisitely sensitive to 
environmental cues, and these 
cues shape how we develop.” She 
wondered whether the sampling 
used in brain imaging studies 
might affect the results scientists 
were seeing.

To find out, LeWinn and her 
colleagues turned to the Pedi-
atric Imaging, Neurocognition 
and Genetics — or PING — study. 
“It’s probably the best study we 
have of pediatric brain imaging,” 
she says.

Conducted across eight cities 
(including San Diego, New York 
and Honolulu), the study in-
cluded more than 1,000 children 
from ages of 3 to 20. It recorded 
information about the children’s 
genetics, mental development 
and emotional function. And of 
course, it contains lots of images 
of their brains. The goal was to 
gain a comprehensive set of data 
on how children’s brain develop 
over time.

The PING database is large, 
well-organized and free for any 
scientists to look at. LeWinn and 
her colleagues examined the 
dataset for the race, sex, parental 
education and household income 
of its participants.

The end sample of 1,162 brains 
was a bit more diverse than the 
U.S. population. According to the 
2010 census, the U.S. population 
is about 70 percent white, 14 
percent black and 7.5 percent 
Hispanic. By contrast, the racial 
breakdown of the PING study 
was 42 percent white, 10 percent 
black and 24 percent Hispanic, 
with a larger percentage of “oth-
er” or mixed-race participants.  

“It was more diverse. That’s 
not common,” LeWinn says. This 
could be because the study sites 
were in large cities with diverse 
populations, she notes.

The PING study participants 
weren’t like the average Ameri-
can in other ways as well. The 
children were from richer house-
holds than Americans in gen-
eral, and their parents were more 
highly educated. While only 11 

percent of Americans have a 
post-college education, 35 percent 
of the PING study’s children had 
parents who had attended gradu-
ate school.

So LeWinn and her colleagues 
set out to make the data in the 
PING study look more like the 
data from the U.S. population as 
a whole. They applied sample 
weights to the brain imaging data, 
giving more weight to the brains 
of kids with poorer, less educated 
families, and adding additional 
weights to match the racial de-
mographics of the United States.

In the newly weighted data, 
LeWinn and her group noticed 
that children’s brains matured 
more quickly. The cortex of the 
brain reached a peak surface area 
2.4 years earlier than the original 
data would have suggested.  Some 
brains areas — such as the amyg-
dala, an area associated with 
emotional processing — appeared 
to reach maturity a full four 
years faster. “Low socioeconomic 
status is associated with faster 
brain development, so that’s one 
potential explanation,” LeWinn 
notes. The group reported their 
findings October 12 in Nature 
Communications.

Unfortunately, this study can’t 
tell scientists if children’s brains 
actually are maturing faster than 
we think they are. The weighted 
sample isn’t a representation of 
what average brain development 
looks like in the United States. 
Instead, it’s just closer to what it 
might look like. “I would like to 
see this replicated in an actual 

sample of people who do repre-
sent the population,” says Kate 
Mills, a cognitive neuroscientist 
at the University of Oregon in 
Eugene.

But brain development wasn’t 
the point. Instead, the point is to 
show that when there’s a bias in 
the sample of participants in a 
brain imaging study, the data are 
biased, too. Even a large sample 
may not provide an accurate 
picture of brain development — if 
that sample has biases of its own.

It’s a strong argument for an 
unbiased sample, no matter the 
type of study. “It’s illustrating the 
impact of sample composition on 
these measures,” Mills says. “It’s 
not something we can disregard 
anymore.” She’s optimistic that 
change is nigh. “The datasets be-
ing collected now [in brain imag-
ing studies] are already taking this 
more seriously.”

But it can be difficult to get 
study volunteers who represent 
a particular population. “A repre-
sentative sample is expensive and 
challenging,” Monk notes. For his 
own recent brain imaging work, 
Monk has teamed up with a large 
existing project to get a larger 
sample, but even then, he says, 
“it’s still questionable whether 
or not the sample can be made 
representative.” People may not 
respond to the call. Volunteers 
may not show up. But unless sci-
entists put in the extra legwork 
to make sure those people are 
accounted for, our picture of how 
human brains work won’t apply 
to everyone.
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2
010 World Cup champi-
ons Spain run the risk of 
being kicked out of the 
FIFA World Cup after 
suspended president An-

gel Maria Villar filed a complaint, 
FIFA is investigating the situa-
tion surrounding the Spanish FA 
(RFEF) and has threatened La Roja 
with expulsion from the World 
Cup in Russia.

The complaint filed has sug-
gested there has been political 
interference within the workings 
of the RFEF and that is strictly 
prohibited by FIFA’s regulations.

As such, the RFEF have re-
ceived a warning of possible exclu-
sion from FIFA competitions if it’s 

M
anchester Unit-
e d defender 
Eric Bailly will 
h a v e  a n k l e 
surgery and 

faces up to three months on 
the sidelines.

United boss Jose Mourinho 
said that the centre-back may 
need to go under the knife to 
correct the problem, and he 
confirmed on Friday that his 
fear had been realised.

“He goes to surgery, the de-
cision is made,” Mourinho said. 
“I don’t say [he’s out] for the 
rest of the season but it’s for 
the next two or three months.”

Ivory Coast international 
Bailly has missed eight con-
secutive matches, featured 
most recently in the 1-0 Pre-
mier League defeat at Chelsea 
on November 5.

The 23-year-old sustained 
the problem on international 
duty but Mourinho said earlier 
this week that he is satisfied 
with his centre-back options 
in Bailly’s stead.

He said: “I played Chris 
Smalling and Phil Jones and 
we had Victor Lindelof and 

Pep Guardiola says he is in 
discussions with Manches-
ter City director of football 

Txiki Begiristain over potentially 
signing a central defender in 
January.

City’s first-team options in the 
heart of defence include John 
Stones, Nicolas Otamendi, Elia-
quim Mangala and captain Vin-
cent Kompany, who Guardiola 
confirmed was likely to return 
to fitness in the next few days.

Various newspaper reports 
on Friday linked Man City with 
a £70m move for Southampton 
defender Virgil Van Dijk and 
in April Sky Sports News exclu-
sively revealed he was one of 
Guardiola’s six summer targets.

However, with Kompany often 
sidelined through injury Guardiola 
admits the league leaders could be 
active in the upcoming transfer 
window if there is a viable option 
available.

“We just speak about January 
transfer signings with the club 
and Txiki because in the central 
defender position we don’t have 
many players, especially in this 
situation,” said Guardiola.

“Vincent is always injured, 
he fights a lot to be ready but 
sometimes he is not able to be 
fit consistently and we have just 
three central defenders in that 
moment for competition.

“Maybe we need one more 
guy in that position, we are talk-
ing about that but of course in 
winter time it is so complicated.

“We don’t want to sign some-
one for three or four months, we 
want to sign them for years and 
makes sure they are the right guy, 
if this doesn’t happen we are not 
going into the market.”
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Man United’s Eric Bailly faces 3-month layoff

FIFA suspends Brazilian 
soccer president

Pep in the market 
for a new defender

GODFREY OFURUM, AbA

proven that political interference 
has indeed taken place, a ban 
which would include the summer 
showpiece.

Kuwait have been involved in 
a similar situation and were pun-
ished, and furthermore Spain were 
threatened by Sepp Blatter back 
in 2010 before the South Africa 
World Cup although there was no 
evidence of wrongdoing proven.

FIFA considers that the Higher 
Council for Sports in Spain has 
meddled in the RFEF election 
process and thus have activated 
the protocol of investigating the 
association immediately.

Experts in the matter feel as 
though Spain has enough leeway 

Daley Blind on the bench. Mar-
cos Rojo was injured against 
Manchester City, but nothing 
really big.

“During the whole season, 
we’ve had problems with cen-
tral defenders but, because 

City surpassed Arsenal’s record 
of 14 consecutive league wins 
with their 4-0 drubbing of Swan-
sea on Wednesday night, but 
Guardiola would not entertain 
the idea his side could replicate 
Arsene Wenger’s Invincibles 
in 2003/04 by going the whole 
campaign unbeaten.

“That is not going to happen, 
that record belongs to Arsene 
Wenger and his amazing Arsenal 
in 2004,” Guardiola said.

“We are going to lose games, 
today is a completely different in-
tensity so that is going to happen 
[losing]. Now what is happening 
is the exception and we would 
like to send a message that it is 
an exception, that it is not normal 
what we have done.

“We are so happy, we are 
going to fight to try maintain as 
long as possible, but that is an 
exception. People, teams, players 
lose game and that is going to hap-
pen [to us].”

to avoid a serious punishment, 
however the move towards a new 
election process is something that 
could cause huge problems for the 
association.

FIFA Article 13 states: “Each 
member must manage their affairs 
independently and ensure that 
there is no interference by third 
parties in their affairs.”

The Spanish government be-
lieves a re-election is necessary 
for two reasons - to end Villar’s 
reign and also rebuild the legacy 
of a tarnished football federation.

FIFA are uncomfortable with 
such a process, especially given 
Villar’s suggestions of political 
involvement.

FIFA has suspended Brazilian 
soccer federation president 
Marco Polo del Nero for 90 

days while he is under an ethics 
investigation.

Del Nero has remained in 
power in Brazil despite being 
charged by American authorities 
with racketeering and money 
laundering in 2015. 

FIFA says Del Nero has been 
provisionally banned from all 

FIFA threatens to expel 
Spain from 2018 World Cup
FIFA threatens to expel 
Spain from 2018 World Cup

soccer activities as formal ethics 
investigation proceedings are 
conducted.

Del Nero fled Zurich in May 
2015 when FIFA colleagues were 
arrested, quit the executive com-
mittee of soccer’s governing body 
after missing meetings and was 
then indicted in the United States 
in December 2015. He has not 
been extradited from Brazil to face 
the charges.

the number is four or five, we 
manage always to have players 
available.

“Chris Smalling is playing 
amazingly well for seven or 
eight matches in a row maybe, 
so we are fine.”
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T
he Ballon d’Or is an 
award that has cap-
tured the imagina-
tion of football fans, 
pundits and players 

all over Europe and the world. 
There have been some truly 
great players who have won 
the prestigious individual prize 
and cemented their legacy as 
world-class superstars.

Earlier,  the award was 
restricted to only European 
footballers which meant that 
greats like Pele and Maradona 
never had the opportunity to 
win the award. However, in 
1995, the award was expanded 
to included even Non-Europe-
ans provided they played in 
European clubs.

In 2007, the award became 
truly global including all the 
players from around the world. 
In this article, we attempt to 
pick out and rank the best 10 
players who have won the Bal-
lon d’Or award.

Lionel Messi
Tied with Cristiano Ronaldo 
for the most number of Ballon 
d’Or wins, Lionel Messi has 
redefined what a footballer 
can do individually in a match.

Bursting into the scene as 
a fresh-faced La Masia kid in 
2005, Messi first under the 
tutelage of Frank Rijkaard and 
then more importantly under 
Pep Guardiola honed his skills 
and established himself as one 
of the greatest players to ever 
grace the game.

Having arguably taken his 
game to new heights, the only 
thing keeping Messi away from 
being declared the greatest 
player of all time is the lack of 
a World Cup.

 
Cristiano Ronaldo
Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel 
Messi are the two greatest 
footballers of our generation 
without a doubt. Driving each 
other on to glory and greatness, 
the duo has broken numerous 
goalscoring and individual 

records.
Currently tied on 5 Ballon 

d’Or awards with Messi, the 
Portuguese superstar is still go-
ing strong and is determined to 
end his career as the best foot-
baller to ever play the game. 
Sir Alex Ferguson discovered 
a precociously talented kid in 
Sporting CP, Cristiano Ronaldo 
and it is at Manchester United 
that the Portuguese Superstar 
first cemented his legacy as one 
of the greatest players of our 
generation.

Arguably the best goal 
scorer to ever play the game, 
Ronaldo is primed to achieve 
further greatness with both 
Real Madrid and the Portu-
guese national team.

Ronaldo Luís Nazário de Lima
When a player plays for Barce-
lona, Real Madrid, Inter Milan 
and AC Milan and still has no 
haters, you know that he is 
something special. Ronaldo de 
Lima also popularly known as 
‘The Phenomenon’ is probably 
the greatest striker to ever play 
the game.

Winner of the Ballon d’Or in 
1997 and 2002, Ronaldo during 
his single season at Barcelona 
was almost unplayable. Blessed 
with pace, physicality, techni-
cal skills, dribbling and excel-
lent finishing skills, Ronaldo 
quite simply put had no weak-
nesses in his game.

Guiding Brazil to the World 
Cup title in 2002, Ronaldo for 
a period of 5-6 years was head 
and shoulders above any for-
wards in world football.

Zinedine Zidane
A true big match player, Zidane 
won the Ballon d’Or in 1998 
for his stunning performances 
with the French national team 
and Italian giants Juventus. 
While the legendary French-
man might have claimed only 
one Ballon d’Or during his in-
spirational career, what set Zi-
dane apart from other players 
was his incredible longevity at 

the top of the game.
Scoring a brace of headed 

goals in a World Cup final, 
scoring a stunning goal in the 
Champions League final for 
Madrid, playing an inspiration-
al role in France’s 2000 Euro 
triumph and almost guiding 
France to the 2006 World Cup 
title, Zidane could always be 
counted on to produce a piece 
of magic and turn the match.

 Johan Cruyff
The man who created a whole 
new philosophy of ‘total foot-
ball’, Johan Cruyff is rightly 
considered by many to be one 
of the most important people 
in football’s history. Cruyff 
redefined the way the game 
was played and won the Bal-
lon d’Or award an incredible 3 
times (1971,1973,1974) during 
his stellar career.

Cruyff first created his lega-
cy in Ajax where he guided the 
Dutch giants to multiple League 
titles and 3 stunning European 
Championships playing an in-
tegral role and leading from the 
front. However, what Cruyff 
is best remembered for in the 
modern era is the transforma-
tion he brought at Barcelona. 
Guiding the Catalan giants to 
their first League title in 14 
years immediately after join-
ing them, Cruyff is considered 
a cult hero and it was he who 
first introduced the ethos of 
tiki-taka and beautiful football 
at the Camp Nou.

Alfredo Di Stefano
Real Madrid’s greatest ever 
player and an integral part of 
their dominance in the 1950s, 
Alfredo Di Stefano had a long 
20-year career where he was 
among the top footballers of 
the world for the entire dura-
tion.

Best known for his achieve-
ments with Real Madrid, Di 
Stefano scored an incredible 
307 goals in 396 appearances 
and won 15 major honours 

with Los Blancos including 5 
straight European Champion-
ships.

Winner of the Ballon d’Or in 
1957 and 1959, the Real Madrid 
legend was considered by some 
people to be even better than 
Pele and Maradona.

Michel Platini
France might well consider 
their greatest ever player to 
be Zinedine Zidane, but before 
the current Real Madrid man-
ager had weaved his magic, Les 
Blues had another improbably 
talented playmaker - Michel 
Platini.

Cre dite d with making 
France a global superpower 
in football, the diminutive 
Frenchman enjoyed a long 
and fruitful career for both his 
club and country. Operating as 
a number 10 and an advanced 
playmaker, Platini often re-
served his best for the biggest 
matches scoring a number of 
crucial goals when it mattered 
the most.

Platini won the Ballon d’Or 
3 years consecutively (1983,84 
and 85), his best year, however, 
was undoubtedly 1984 when 
he guided France almost single-
handedly to their maiden Euro 
Championship title scoring 
an incredible 9 goals in just 5 
games.

George Best
Charismatic and supremely 
talented, George Best was the 
first in a long line of truly great 
number 7s to play for Man-
chester United.

Considered by many pun-
dits to be among the greatest 
dribblers of all time, Best with 
his skills, feints, tricks and pace 
completely tormented opposi-
tion defenders and always put 
his best performances when it 
mattered the most.

Best won the Ballon d’Or 
in 1968 for helping Manches-
ter United win the European 
Cup for the first time. Scoring 
a wonderful goal in the final 

against Benfica, Best also fin-
ished as the top scorer in the 
League for the 1967/68 season.

Ronaldinho
The first step towards Barce-
lona’s dominance of modern 
football was achieved with the 
signing of Ronaldinho. One of 
the most skilled players ever 
to play the game. Ronaldinho’s 
signing in 2003 ushered in 
a new era of dominance for 
Barcelona.

A first league title in six 
years was a direct result of the 
Brazilian’s artistry. Who can 
forget the way he destroyed 
Real Madrid at the Santiago 
Bernabeu in 2005 where even 
the Madridistas stood up to 
applaud.

Winner of the Ballon d’Or 
award in 2005, Ronaldinho for 
a couple of years was simply 
unplayable. Blessed with im-
mense talent and technical 
ability, the Brazilian terrorised 
opposition defence with his 
tricks, dribbles and stunning 
goals.

 Franz Beckenbauer
Germany and Bayern Munich 
legend Franz Beckenbauer 
is arguably the greatest de-
fender to ever play the game. 
Nicknamed ‘Der Kaiser’ (The 
Emperor), Beckenbauer led 
Germany and Bayern Munich 
to immense success winning 4 
Bundesliga titles, 3 European 
Cups and even the World Cup.

Starting his career as a de-
fensive midfielder, Becken-
bauer soon made the shift to 
defence where he pioneered 
the sweeper role. Brilliant on 
the ball and an excellent reader 
of the game, the German was 
a major reason for Munich’s 
dominance in Europe.

The legendary defender 
won 2 Ballon d’Ors in 1972 
and 1976 for his wonderful 
performances for both West 
Germany and Bayern Munich.

Source: sportskeeda
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Week
Quotes of the

The Internet is replete with dangers for 
the unwary user and the unprotected 
computer. Some experts say as many as 
100 new viruses are created daily, infecting 
computers around the world. While many 
of those viruses are essentially harmless, 
merely causing a popup message that says 
“Merry Christmas” or temporarily moving 
things around on the computer’s desktop, 
a fair number of them are truly dangerous, 
destroying millions of dollars’ worth of data 
every year.
Viruses are only one type of program that 
falls under the category of “Malware.” Mal-
ware are programs the user does not want, 
but that are installed on their computer by 
some inadvertent action by the computer 
user. Many of them are distributed attached 
to emails, free programs, and other down-
loads from the Internet. Once in the com-
puter, they do what they were intended 
to do, and never is it beneficial to the com-
puter or the computer’s owner.

Blogs
From the 

“The letter dated October 5 was never 
signed by me. Maina’s case, up to that point, 
was still work in progress and I wrote KIV on it. 
Again, the letter of February 21 could not have 
emanated from my office because it did not 
follow procedure. The matter is under investi-
gation”. Abubakar Malami, Minister of Justice 
and Attorney General of the Federation.

 “From our records, Maina received his last 
salary in February 2013. In March 2013, he 
was removed from the payroll. The civil service 
operated an automated payment system which 
would have shown such. I don’t know from 
where he received the salary. There is nobody 
with the name Abdulrasheed Maina in our 
system.” Ahmed Idris, Accountant-General of 
the Federation.  

“I think it’s important to be mindful of both 
the power of these tools but also its limits,” 
Obama said, when asked about the dangers 
of Twitter, a platform on which Trump has 
caused repeat controversies. What I would 
say is Twitter, Facebook, WhatsApp, all these 
various platforms are extraordinarily powerful 
tools, and those tools can be used for good and 
the tools can be used for ill”. Barack Obama, 
former US president.

Numbers
 1.5%
The Nigerian equities market maintained a signifi-
cant bullish trend this week as the All-Share Index 
appreciated by 1.5 per cent week-to-date to close 
at a three-month high of 37,944.60 basis points.

W
e are celebrating 
one year of one of 
our skills building 
programmes – GE 
Lagos G arages.  I 

am very pleased and proud to note 
that we have successfully trained 
over 140 Nigerian entrepreneurs 
on advanced manufacturing and 
business development training.

We are leveraging The Lagos 
Garage today to officially release 
a whitepaper titled ‘The Future of 
Work in Nigeria – Bridging the Skills 
Gap: The Key to Unlocking Nigeria’s 
Inherent Potential’.  

The paper is based on a survey 
that GE commissioned to baseline the 
skills gaps and impact in key industry 
sectors, and to address ways to address 
these gaps. We are very grateful to 
leaders and companies in oil and gas, 
transportation, healthcare, and power 
who participated in the survey.

The skills of a nation’s citizens 
d e t e r m i n e  t h e  qu a l i t y  o f  i t s 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  s p e e d  o f 
advancement. When the level of 
available skill does not match the 
requirements for building new 
infrastructure or  maintaining 
existing ones, the country must make 
investments and create roles to put its 
people back on the path of progress. 

bridged this gap by hiring large 
numbers of expatriates to occupy 
positions believed to be too technical 
or strategic for local human resources 
to handle. However, the government 
enacted the Nigerian Oil and Gas 
Industry Content Development Act 
in 2010 to increase the level of local 
participation and beneficiation in 
the industry. Some progress has been 
made but the sector continues to lack 
the adequate local capacity in the 
critical technical areas.

Nigeria’s health system has also 
deteriorated over time due to a 
substantial skills gap caused mainly 
by the mass migration of capable 
healthcare workers to more developed 
economies. The health industry has 
been one of the worst hit areas of 
the economy by ‘brain-drain’, with 
large numbers of nurses, doctors and 
physicians now practicing abroad. 
Reasons given for their emigration 
include poor remuneration, lack of a 
conducive work environment, and 
lack of infrastructure.

As GE, we are c ommitte d to 
building a world that works better. 
We are committed to building skills 
to meet critical needs and fill skills 
gaps domestically and globally. We 
understand that there is no one-size-
fits-all approach to skills development. 
What is constant being the need for 
both the public and private sector 
to come together to ensure that the 
education system is producing the 
necessary skills for the countries’ 
current and future needs.

Being an excerpt from a presentation 
made at the General Electric (GE) Lagos 
Garage Showcase and unveiling of GE’s 
‘Future of Work in Nigeria’ whitepaper 
report, Monday, December 11, 2017.

Because skilled labour is a critical 
consideration for global investment 
and urban development, having the 
right people with the right skills for 
the right jobs has never been more 
important.

Nigerians are known for their 
diligence, doggedness, and resiliency 
in the face of the most challenging 
operating environment. The challenge 
lies with the skills shortage required 
to move the country forward. The 
widest gap in required skills is in the 
technical areas.

Let me point out some opportunities. 
Our report estimates that the average 
age of workers in the power sector 
prior to privatisation was about 52 
years. You may ask: where are the 
young professionals in the power 
sector?

The youth deficit in power can be 
attributed in part to the decreasing 
number of university and polytechnic 
applications for engineering and 
sciences. For example, only 13.24 
percent of admissions applications 
target engineering and other technical 
courses. In comparison, 23.35 percent 
applications are for social sciences.

Therefore, Nigeria needs a serious 
reorientation towards the importance 
of Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM).

In the transportation sector, despite 
the successful privatisation of Nigeria’s 
ports concessions, the country faces 
rising capacity constraints. The 
main cargo terminals, road and rail 
infrastructure across the country 
require significant investment. We 
also need significant investments in 
transport planning and management 
skills as well as technical roles.

T h e  o i l  a n d  g a s  s e c t o r  i s 
very technically intensive. Most 
International Oil Companies (IOC) 

Building a world that works better

The sky seems to be the limit for Chinese on-
line shopping portal Taobao, which auctioned 
off two Boeing 747 jumbo jets on Tuesday for 
nearly $50 million.

$50m

Lazarus angbazo
angbazo is president and ceo, Ge nigeria.


