
 
 
 
 

 

Oct. 1 World Communion Sunday 
 

  CROP Walk 
 
Oct. 8 Bibles for 3rd Graders  
 
Oct. 10 TCM Open House 
 
Oct. 13 Blood Drive  
 
Oct. 13-15 

 2nd Annual All-Church Retreat 
 
Oct. 14 Sacred Aging Workshop 
 
Oct. 17 Caregiver and Grief  

 Support Groups 
 
Oct. 27 Vine Fall Retreat 
 
Oct. 29 Celebration Sunday 
 

  C.A.S. Spooktacular 
 
Nov. 5 All-Saints Sunday 
 

  Confirmation Inquiry Meeting 
 

  Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 
Nov. 10 Roots Lock-In 

  

  Feeding America Food Truck 
 
Nov. 11 Church Grounds Clean-Up 
 
Nov. 12 Inquirers/New Member Class 

Upcoming Events 
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Celebration Sunday Breakfast 
October 29, 2017 

 

9:45 a.m.—12:45 p.m. 
in the lounge 

sign up at the Welcome Desk beginning October 8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Journey to Bethlehem 
Drivers Needed 

 

Duncan’s Woods will again be  
transformed into the experience of 
Mary and Joseph as they made their 
way from Nazareth to Bethlehem. This 
year’s event is December 7, 8 & 9. 
 

FPC has offered the use of the church 
van to transport participants to and 
from the event. We are looking for 
people to drive the van on any of 
those evenings. No special license is 
required. 
 

Contact Kelli Jullie in the church  
office if you would like to drive for 
this event. 842-6760 

 

You are Invited... 

 

Do you have questions about  
the Presbyterian Church? 

 

Are you thinking about becoming a member of  
First Presbyterian Church? 

 

Find out more about the beliefs and traditions  
of the Presbyterian church.  

 

To reserve your spot, contact Karen Nienhouse at  
842-6760 or knienhouse@fpgh.org.  
Childcare is available upon request. 
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Prayer Concerns:  

Ruth Edward, Carol Folkert,  

Margaret Johnson, Jim Kober,  

Phyllis Papanoli, Sue Roper, Fran 

Wilson and Evelyn Wood 
 

Our Sympathy: 

 Dorothy Miller, Kay and Joe McCrea, 

and Elsie Kraai and families on the 

death of their brother, Herman  

Hackstock, on September 6, 2017.  

 

 to Sammi George on the death of her 

husband Sam on September 8, 2017.  

  

Thank you: 

“Thank you to everyone for the  

tremendous outpouring of love and 

support after the recent death of my 

dear husband Sam George. All of the 

cards, calls and visits were very much 

appreciated. Your love has helped 

ease the pain as I pick up the pieces 

and move forward on the rest of my 

life’s journey.  

 Sincerely, 

 Sammi George 

 

“Thank you to Pastor Jill, staff, and 

members of our church family for all 

of the prayers, hugs, notes and cards 

after the recent passing of our beloved 

daughter, Kathryn. We feel blessed by 

your outpouring of love.” 
 

  Don and Char Anderson 

 

“Thank you to the multiple anonymous 

donors who noticed my wheelchair 

needed repairs and generously paid 

for them. Your thoughtfulness 

touched me deeply and I thank you 

from the bottom of my heart.” 
 

  Steve VanderWall 
 

  

In Our Church 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our members 
and friends who are no longer able to come to 
church regularly. Bless their special day with a card 
from their church family! 

 
 

Oct. 3 Connie VanGelderen 
Pinewood Place 
1500 S. Ferry #319 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
Nov. 5 Evelyn Wood 

Simarron 
15255 Clovernook 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Nov. 18 Dee Scholtz 
1410 S. Ferry, Rm. J-4 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
   

Nov. 23 Jerry Lamb 
 Freedom Village 
 145 Columbia St., # 254 
 Holland, MI 49423 
  

 

Blood Drive 
Friday, October 13 

 
 

The need is constant. 
The gratification is instant. 

 

Give blood. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Our next blood drive: 
Friday, October 13 
12:00—5:45 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

sign up on Sundays in the lounge or 
online at:  

www.redcrossblood.org 
 

Walk-ins are always welcome! 
 

 

Family & Friends  
CPR Classes 

 

Everyone at FPC has the chance to 

learn basic skills in CPR/AED and 

relief from choking. 
 

CPR is easy to learn and perform. 

The more people who know the 

skills, the more lives can be saved. 

The cost of the class is $3.00 (to  

cover the price of the booklet). 
  

The final class date for 

2017 is Saturday,  

Oct. 14th 1-3 p.m.  
 

Contact Diane Jones 

at 231-780-0273 with 

questions or to sign up. 

 

About Our New  
Fall Banners 

 
Many of you have 
noticed and  
commented on our 
beautiful new autumn 
banners hanging in 
the chancel. These 
were wonderfully crafted by 
artist and church member  
Wanda Anderson, who states: 
 

“The banners celebrate the 
beauty of fall, with colorful 
leaves, acorns, and sunflow-
ers!” 

 

Thank you, Wanda, for 
gracing the chancel 
with the beauty of the 
season! 

tel:(231)%20780-0273
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The 
  word “energy” has 
 been bouncing around 

the halls of First Pres a lot lately, and 
for that I’m thankful. So many have 
come up to me and expressed how 
glad they are to see new faces and old 
friends in the pews. There is a hum in 
the church, and that, friends, is the 
Spirit at work.  
 

As our calendars turn to October, it is 
time for us to make our plans for our 
2018 budgeting, which means we all 
need to translate that energy we are 
feeling in the church into excitement 
for financially supporting God’s work 
in this church. This week you will 
receive our 2018 Generosity mailing, 
including the “Estimate of Giving”  
(a.k.a. Pledge) Card. It is our hope 
that you will joyfully make your  
financial plans for your giving to  
your church early in the month, so 
that the final Sunday in October is a 
time of celebrating our shared life at 
First Pres.  
 

We all have different stories to share 
about God’s blessings in our lives, 
and I have one to share with you now. 
On Mothers’ Day in 2010, Jess drove 
our young family to the church in 
Georgia in our minivan. Following 
church we were getting set to do 

something special for Jess, but when 
Jess put the van in reverse, the car 
wouldn’t move. The transmission was 
shot. And we were broke.  
 

It was a terrible moment in our lives, 
but it was also a time to take stock of 
how we conducted our lives financially, 
which included our tithing. Things 
had been so tight for us financially 
that we had really cut back on what 
we were giving to our church, which I 
think was also shrinking my own 
heart and outlook on God’s goodness. 
We made a decision as we scrounged 
up the money to pay for a refurbished 
transmission that we were going to 
get back to tithing while we were  
getting back on top of our personal 
finances. We cut our budget to the 
bone, but we gave to the church. 
 

I remember having long prayers with 
God, trying to bargain. Now, I don’t 
think that God was striking a bargain 
with me, but I do know that God got 
us through. I also know that being 
committed to generosity in that time 
and beyond has been spiritually,  
emotionally, and physically beneficial 
to me and my family.  
 

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus 
says, “Where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also” (Matthew 
6:21), and in that time I realized that 
my treasure wasn’t where my heart 
was. We’ve worked hard to correct 
that, but it continues to be a daily  
decision to trust God, to trust that 
God’s going to take care of my family. 
I have come to firmly believe that 
God can do far more with my 90% 
remaining than I could do with 100% 
on my own. Giving reminds me of my 
dependency on God and on others. 
For that I am grateful! 
 

As you consider your giving in this 
season of generosity, I really hope 
that you can experience that same 
kind of faith and trust that God is  
taking care of you and has called you 
to this church and to support it gladly 
and generously.  
 

Wouldn’t it be amazing if our  
pledging this year caught up with our 
level of excitement and joy for what 
God is doing at First Pres? Your  
individual decision to get on board 
with this excitement is the first step  
in making this possibility a reality. 
  

In Christ, 

 
Pastor Troy  

From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

From the Session of FPC 

 

News From the September 2017 Session Meeting 
 

We want to keep all of our members in the loop about the actions of the Session. In every Tidings, we will have a 
brief monthly summary of the last Session meeting. If you want more detail, the Session minutes are posted on 
www.fpgh.org. 
 

 Highlights: 
 We began discussing adopting a Session Covenant – a document that will help Session walk in step with  

each other and promote a new level of trust and camaraderie among the elders. 

 We heard from the Generosity Committee about this year’s Generosity Campaign. 

 We approved the 2017-2018 Community Artist Series schedule and funding plans. 
 We continue to oversee the budget (both revenue and spending) and are pleased to note that both giving and  

spending are in line with the budget. Thank you all for your continued and consistent support of your church! 
 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 
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From Rev. Jill VanderWal 

First Presbyterian Church is offering 
two new support groups which will be 
held the third Tuesday of every month. 
This month the meetings are on  
October 17. A caregiver support 
group will meet at 1:00 p.m. at the 
church, and a grief support group will 
begin at 2:30 p.m. Both groups will 
be facilitated by TCM therapist Barb 
Doorlag, MA, LLP.  
 

Caregiver Support Group 
1:00 p.m.  
Support groups for caregivers foster  
a setting for sharing information,  
insight, advice and encouragement. 
They provide an opportunity to learn 
from others who face the same  
challenges, and allow you to talk 
about your experiences. Caregiver 
support group meetings can give you 
new approaches to caregiving,  

including ones that worked for others 
in a similar situation. You can also 
gain perspective and caregiver stress 
management tools that come from 
hearing others talk about their  
experiences. 
 
Grief Support Group 
2:30 p.m. 
Grief support groups offer compan-
ionship and understanding from  
others who have experienced loss, 
and are experiencing life with 
grief.  Grief support groups are there 
to help us as we move through our 
grief journey. In a culture that often 
avoids talking about loss, support 
groups give you the opportunity to 
share your story, experience and your 
journey forward.   
 
These support groups are supported 
by the Deacons Ministry at FPC and 
funded by the Karin Fowler Fund for 
Pastoral Care. 

About the group facilitator, Barb 
Doorlag, MA, LLP: 

Barbʼs specific interests include  
conflict, coping & communication, 
parenting issues, anxiety and stress 
management, self-esteem and  
empowerment. She facilitates the 
Conflict, Coping & Communication 
groups, Womenʼs Anxiety/Worry 
group, and the Love and Logic  
parenting series. 

Caregiver and Grief 
Support Groups 

In Our Church/Outreach 

Connected Living 
 
“Connection is why we're here; it is what gives purpose and meaning to our lives. The power that 
connection holds in our lives was confirmed when the main concern about connection emerged 
as the fear of disconnection; the fear that something we have done or failed to do, something 
about who we are or where we come from, has made us unlovable and unworthy of connection.” 

 ― Brené Brown, Daring Greatly: How the Courage to Be Vulnerable Transforms the Way We Live,  
  Love, Parent, and Lead 
 
This week our staff team watched a TED talk by author Brene Brown. Her talk is one of the top 10 Ted talks of all time 
with 31 million views.  Her message invites us to a life of vulnerability as a way to live and be “wholehearted.” I am 
struck by the words and concepts she uses because at the core they are words that speak to the power of spiritual  
transformation and the role of a caring community in our lives. Brene Brown and our friend Dallas Willard both invited 
us to be honest with ourselves and to own our story as we seek to grow and be transformed into the image of Christ.  
In this life we are invited to learn, grow and be shaped. This happens in the context of loving friends, family and our 
faith community. 
 
This fall I celebrate the continued growth and connectedness we experience here at First Presbyterian. We are having 
thoughtful and fruitful discussions in adult education classes and small groups around The Divine Conspiracy. We have 
new access to Facebook Live service streaming and podcasts to keep us thinking throughout the week. Mid-month 
around eighty of us will head out on the all-church retreat to experience a weekend of connection and formation around 
the practice of Sabbath rest. There are lots of life-giving and shaping things going on! My prayer is that we will continue 
to invite others into this community of connection and reach out to those who need a place of encouragement. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/162578.Bren_Brown
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/19175758
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/19175758
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In Our Church 

Tidings article deadline for November issue: October 16, 2017 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

 

Building Hope for 40 Years 

TCM Open House & 
Ribbon Cutting 

October 10 
 

Come and help TCM Counseling 
celebrate it’s new home at 1703  
S. Despelder in Grand Haven from  
4-6 p.m. on October 10! 
 

TCM Counseling had its beginning 
in the 1970’s when the Tri-Cities  
Ministerial Association decided to 
form a counseling service. Rev. Al  
Parker, then pastor of First  
Presbyterian, spearheaded the effort. 
Our church offered the house at 120 
S. Fifth Street rent free so TCM, a 
non-profit counseling agency, could 
offer services to clients regardless of 
religious affiliation, economic level, 
social status, or ethnic background. 
After all these years, they have out-
grown that space, 
so come celebrate 
the opening of 
their new building! 

 

Joyful Noise is Celebrating  
20 Years of Service! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For many moons, the word “score” has been used to represent 20 years.  

The Oxford Dictionary claims that this reference comes from counting 

sheep—one through twenty—as a way to keep track of the herd. For every 

twenty little lambs, a notch would be made in the stick, so that a shepherd 

could safely lead the flock. 

As Joyful Noise enters its twentieth year of service, that term couldn’t be 

more appropriate. It has been our pleasure to shepherd little lambs from the 

earliest moments of their lives through the days of preschool wonderment  

and joy. From learning to crawl to writing letters, we foster growth in our 

young students and enjoy watching them grow while they create wonderful 

bonds with their fellow classmates. 

Joyful Noise’s impact isn’t just limited to the students who come and go 

each day in our building; our outreach to community youth through events 

and service benefits many young children who might never attend our  

program. Members of the community smile when they see us coming down 

the sidewalk with our knotted ropes each day, and our childcare center is 

well-known throughout the area as a hub for laughter, early childhood  

support and lifelong family memories. 

We would like to thank all of our parents, First Presbyterian Church of 

Grand Haven for their continued support, and, of course, the amazing  

children that make our rewarding job possible and so very necessary. We 

look forward to twenty more years of leading our little lambs to successful 

learning and joyful play. 

Joyful Noise four-year-olds build a tower with 20 blocks to represent the center’s 
service milestone! 

Habitat for Humanity 
“Lucky 13” Raffle 

 

Do you feel lucky? 
 

On Friday, October 13, Tri-Cities 
Habitat for Humanity will hold a raf-
fle with a grand prize of a 55” OLED 
television provided by Bekins  
Appliance. Other smaller prizes will 
also be included in the raffle. 
 

Tickets are $10 each, or 3 for $25, 
and may be  
purchased in the 
church office. 
 

Funds raised will 
help complete 
house #60 on  
Columbus Street. 



In Our Church 
PAGE 8 VOLUME 65, ISSUE 10 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
Halloween “Spooktacular”  

 

“Spooktacular” Organ Recital 
Sunday, October 29, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Dress up in your Halloween best and join us for an  
afternoon of spooky and fun organ music! 
 

Artists from the West Michigan Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists will present a frighteningly delightful 
program of organ music that is sure to entertain kids and 
parents alike. Classical, popular and Broadway hits will  
be featured.  
 

The next C.A.S. concert is Novermber 26 with  
Embellish Handbells, the premier handbell ensemble of 
West Michigan.  
 

All C.A.S. events are free and open to the public. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Another way to give to the church is by giving the gift of your time. FPC could not function without 
the generous donations of our members’ time and talents. 
 

FPC is currently in need of people willing to serve as ushers and greeters. Typically ushers and 
greeters serve every 6 weeks, but we are able to work around your schedule. There is no age  
requirement, and these are great opportunities for families to serve together. 
 

We are also looking for people willing to bake cookies for our coffee fellowship hour on Sundays. 
Cookie bakers are asked to bring cookies approximately four times per year. 
 

Please contact Karen Nienhouse in the church office if you would like to try out any of these ways to serve! 
knienhouse@fpgh.org or 616-842-6760 

Confirmation Inquiry 
Sunday, November 5  

Confirmation class is open to students 
in 8th grade and older who want to 
join the church. If you have a student 
or are a student who is interested in 
confirmation, please plan to attend 
this meeting on Sunday, November 5 
at 12:15 p.m.  

If you have any questions please feel 
free to contact Caleb Zokoe at 616-
842-6760, or czokoe@fpgh.org. 
There will be a meeting to discuss 
Confirmation for both students and 
parents.  

Sacred Aging  
Workshop Speaks  

the Truth About Aging 
 

What can we expect as we age?  Is 
there a way to make the aging process 
more comfortable, predictable, less 
stressful and more joyful?  United 
Methodist Church of the Dunes will 
offer a workshop to explore some of 
the myths and truths about aging and 

all its foibles.  
Learn how 
to improve 
your memory 
and when to 
seek advice 
from a  
professional; 
learn about 
the resources 

in the Tri Cities that help keep you 
connected with your cohorts while 
learning and having fun; and becoming 
the compassionate detective with an 
older person to avoid disaster. The 
workshop welcomes any adult on the 
aging journey or caring for someone 
that is aging.   
 

The Sacred Aging Workshop will be 

on Saturday, October 14 from 9 AM 

to noon and is free and open to the 
public. Pre-registration is required as 

seating is limited.  United Methodist 

Church of the Dunes is at 717  

Sheldon Road, Grand Haven. This 

event is handicap accessible.  Email 
Gayle Cox at gaylejycox@gmail.com 

or call the church at 616-842-7980 to 

reserve your seat today! 

Feeding America 
Food Truck 

 

With your gifts, the Mission 
Committee of FPC has sponsored a 
food truck for people in need in our 
community. 
 

If you are able to come out from 
9:30-11:00 a.m. on Friday morning, 
November 10, we can use your help 
distributing the food and/or carrying 
it to vehicles. Plan to meet us in the 
St. Pat’s parking lot at the corner of 
US-31 & Fulton.  
 

It might be cold outside, but your 
heart will be warm! 

 
 
 

mailto:gaylejycox@gmail.com


Staff and Leadership: 
Rev. Troy Brydon Hauser, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 
Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 
Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 
Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 
Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 
Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 
Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 
Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 
Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 
Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 
Mark Sanchez, Church Host 
Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 
Patty Warner, Hospitality Coordinator 
Becky Yonan, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

Youth Groups 
 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on 

Sundays during the school year from 5:15-7:00 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 
 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets 

from 6:30-8:00 p.m. during the school year in Fellowship 

Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 
 

Shine56 is our youth group designed for all 5th and 

6th graders! Every Sunday evening, all 5th and 6th 

graders are invited for dinner from 6:30-7:00, followed 

by age-appropriate lessons. Shine56 meets in Fellowship Hall and is led by 

Becky Yonan. 
 

For the most up-to-date information on youth events, visit the youth facebook 

page (FPGH Youth). 
 

Contact Info: 
 

Visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth 

Follow us on Twitter:  @Roots_FPGH; @Vine_FPGH 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  
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In Our Church/Outreach 

Bibles for Third Graders 
Sunday, October 8 

 

If you are a third grader, October 8 is a big day for you!  
 

During the Children’s Message in the worship service, you  
will be presented with your very own Bible. This marks an 
important part of your faith journey as you receive this guide 
for your life. 
 

If you can’t be there that Sunday, you will be able to pick up 
your Bible from the Children’s Ministries office. 
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Nov. 10 
6:00 p.m. 

for all 7-8th graders 
 

Contact Caleb for details:  
czokoe@fpgh.org 

Vine Fall Retreat! 
 

Lake Michigan Camp & Retreat  
Center in Pentwater. Contact Caleb 

for details: czokoe@fpgh.org 

Fall 
Retreat 

October 27-29 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

October 2017 
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deliver to: (or current resident) 

 
OUR VISION 

 

 

We are called to celebrate God’s grace as a  

Christ-centered community of acceptance,  

growing in faith and living as Christ’s hands to serve. 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
 

 

As members of First Presbyterian Church we will:  
 

 Provide relevant and engaging worship that nurtures a growing community of faith. 
 

 Grow our faith by promoting quality educational opportunities to all. 
 

 Affect people’s lives by creating a culture of acceptance, where differences are valued, 
and connections to one another are fostered in a Christ-centered church. 

 
 Remain a beacon in our community by building on our rich missional heritage  

as a church that serves locally, regionally and globally. 

 


