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About Martin 
Martin Cothran is a veteran homeschool father of 4 adult children and is 
the director of the Classical Latin School Association. He is the author of 
several educational programs including, Traditional Logic, Material Logic, 
and Classical Rhetoric, just to name a few. He is also the editor of the 
“Classical Teacher” magazine published by Memoria Press. He holds a 
B.A. in philosophy and economics from the University of California at 
Santa Barbara and an M.A. in Christian Apologetics from the Simon 
Greenleaf School (now part of Trinity University). He has spent 25 years as an influential voice on 
education policy issues in Kentucky where he resides with his wife. 

Key Ideas 
The goals of classical education are both individual and cultural. On an individual level, the aim is to 
bring the child into wisdom and virtue. On a cultural level, it is to pass on the culture of the Christian 
west to the next generation.  

The world of education has been highly focused on the area of STEM, science, technology, 
engineering, and math in recent years. Many are beginning to focus on this in an attempt to make 
students more employable in our highly technological world. But, specialization in a narrow area of 
study doesn’t necessarily make a person more equipped for a job. Having broader training is actually 
much better.  

Focusing on language in classical education is one of the best tools for preparing students for a 
variety of career opportunities. Studying language, especially Latin, is great for developing strong 
thinking skills. And, studying language will enhance a student’s ability to be an effective 
communicator.   
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Action Steps 
Evaluate STEM education in your home. Ask yourself: 

1. Do I feel any outside pressure to include STEM in my homeschool? 

2. Do I want to include STEM in my homeschool? 

3. For those who are already including STEM: Am I happy with how STEM education is currently 
being experienced in my home? If not, what changes can I make?  

4. How has this episode made the think about the inclusion of STEM in my homeschool? 

 

Time Stamps 
2:36 meet Martin Cothran 
5:24 goals of Classical education 
8:41 the difference between classical and liberal arts education 
11:24 defining STEM and why it’s being emphasized now 
19:26 when a child shows interest in STEM 
21:12 importance of focusing on language as the primary liberal art  
23:58 reclaiming liberal education and the future  
27:26 practical ways to bring liberal arts education to your homeschool 
30:35 making a more well-rounded student 
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Quotables 
“People who have a broad training tend to do better and they tend to do it longer.”   

Martin Cathran 

“In education, the shortest distance between two points is not a straight line. It’s kind of a crooked 
line. It may even be a circle. We need to be careful of narrowing our children not just because we're 

concerned about their vocation, but because we should be concerned about their humanity.” 

Martin Cathran 

“The best thinking skills program is the traditional liberal arts grammar, logic, rhetoric, arithmetic, 
geometry, astronomy, and music. There's the old thinking skills program. And it worked. And that's 

why nobody talked about the problem of thinking skills until we abandoned the liberal arts. 

Martin Cathran 
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