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The Embedded Librarian’s Cookbook is the second offering in the Association of 
College and Research Libraries (ACRL) Cookbook Series, modeled on Ryan Sittler and 
Douglas Cook’s Library Instruction Cookbook (2009), which uses a “recipe” format to 
deliver embedded library instructional activities and program development strategies in 
an easy-to-read and quickly digestible format. Each recipe includes “Nutrition 
Information” to provide background information and summarize activities. Similar to 
Sittler and Cook’s recipes for instruction, The Embedded Librarian’s Cookbook also 
includes "Cooking Time” and “Preparation" in order to provide readers with a full list of 
ingredients and planning strategies to successfully implement embedded librarian 
activities in the classroom, online, and at the program level. In the spirit of the series, 
recipes also include “Allergy Warnings,” “Chef’s Notes,” and “Additional Resources,” 
which provide valuable insight to implementing and delivering embedded instruction and 
services. 
 

The edited volume consists of two principal sections divided into key areas of 
concentration. Part I includes a variety of tested recipes for embedded instruction that 
can be implemented in the classroom or by libraries new to creating embedded librarian 
programs at their institution. Part II provides advanced recipes that can be used or 
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modified by libraries who are interested in adding embedded librarian activities to their 
long range planning and includes examples of programs and methods of assessment.  
 
The Embedded Librarian’s Cookbook is useful for librarians in all settings. Librarians 
providing instruction in reference or who play a role in instructional design, information 
literacy, outreach, technology and online learning in academic libraries will certainly 
benefit from reviewing the lesson plans presented. The instruction recipes in Part I of 
the book can be easily adapted or incorporated into academic and public library 
instruction programs. Recipes cover a wide range of audiences and tactics, including 
embedding small projects into typical one-shot library instruction sessions or 
workshops, working with campus First-Year Experience and other academic success 
programs, and collaborating with faculty to embed long term projects into their curricula.  
Part I also discusses embedding library services in specific disciplines as well as online 
courses, and provides real examples for librarians interested in becoming more involved 
in outreach activities with the community or who are looking for something new to try.  
Outreach recipes include activities ranging from reaching out to the local artist 
community to organizing cooking demonstrations and providing librarian office hours to 
help support student athletes.  
 

A good strategy for getting the most out of The Embedded Librarian’s Cookbook is to 
have a dedicated notebook for jotting down your thoughts as you browse and read 
recipes. By the time you have finished reading the cookbook, you will have a working 
list of instructional activities that you can apply immediately, a better idea of what you 
would like to do in the future, and tangible examples of what you don’t know. Calkins 
and Kvenild’s well-edited volume is full of exemplar lesson plans and activities that will 
help any librarian identify how to grow and assess library instruction programs and 
develop personal skills. Carol Hartman’s “Twitter Tapas for Embedded Librarianship” 
recipe is a great place to start for librarians new to social media. This lesson plan 
includes “low-stakes methods to get started” and a list of recommended Twitter 
accounts to help build your own professional learning community (p. 18). For those 
trying to reach out to specific disciplines on campus, Ignacio J. Ferrer-Vinent’s “Slow-
Cooking Method for Librarian Embedding in Chemistry Curriculum Development” 
provides an excellent overview of the planning, time, persistence, patience, and 
flexibility required to develop lasting relationships.   
 

If your library has acquired mobile devices for instructional activities, or is looking for a 
way to jazz up the existing introduction to research session, Matt Upson and Alex 
Mudd’s “Telling Stories about the Library: Using Photo-Comics as Student Research 
Narratives” provides a noteworthy digital storytelling lesson plan using iPads and the 
Comic Life app to help students reflect on the research process and “demonstrate 
multimodal digital skills” (p. 58). As noted in the “Chef’s Note,” the activity can easily be 
modified to suit a library tour or implemented as an activity in a semester long library 
research course, and could prove an engaging way to introduce students to the library.  
For any librarian interested in supporting digital creation and production one recipe 
worth reading is “iMovie, MS PowerPoint, ProShow Producer, Oh My!,” which provides 
excellent advice on lesson plan development and scaffolding techniques to help 
students successfully complete digital projects. The authors also contributed “Just 
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Because It’s on Google Doesn’t Mean It’s Free for Me to Use,” an excellent resource 
that includes active learning assignments to help students understand copyright, fair 
use, and finding media using Creative Commons. 
 

Librarians and departments new to embedding library services and resources in online 
courses will find a wealth of ideas and tips starting with the recipe “How to Create an 
Embedded Library Instruction Services (ELIS) Assignment,” which provides practical 
resources for facilitating successful library assignments in online, hybrid, or face-to-face 
courses using a content management system. Systems librarians and their 
collaborators may be interested in Arizona University Libraries’ “Guide on the Side,” 
discussed in “Cooking Up Collaboration! Faculty-Librarian Collaboration in Online 
Instruction.” The open-source software allows users to create interactive online tutorials, 
and has a well-developed user guide and an active Google Group ("About Guide on the 
Side," 2014). A second item of interest is Portland State University Library’s open-
source library widget based on LibGuides, detailed in Mike Flakus and Amy Hofer’s 
“Library Widget for the Learning Management System (with a Dash of Contextual 
Relevance).” It is worth noting that the open-source widget code was developed for use 
in the Desire2Learn learning management system (Flakus & Hofer, n.d.). Based on its 
release date, the code may need additional revisions to fully integrate with the new 
LibGuides 2.0 content management system, which currently is experiencing major 
updates (Blyberg, 2014). Librarians seasoned in embedding library services and 
resources in online courses will certainly find new ideas to try as well in the “Al Fresco 
Dining: Embedding in Online Courses” section of the book. 
 

The challenges faced when creating and implementing an embedded librarian program 
can be immense and time consuming. It is important to make the best use of existing 
resources, staff time, technology, and skill sets. Embedded librarian efforts need to be 
tied to strategic planning efforts, campus curricula, general education requirements, and 
online learning initiatives. Part II of The Embedded Librarian’s Cookbook provides 
constructive approaches to deliver embedded library instruction and actual assessment 
methods that can be implemented to help show the value of embedded librarianship 
efforts to administration, faculty and the institution. Recipes include mapping embedded 
librarianship resources and services across the curricula, strategies for delivering 
thoughtful embedded library instruction with a small staff, and a clear plan of action for 
libraries that need to move from a staff-intensive embedded librarian model to a macro 
model that utilizes guides, websites and other media. 
 

The Embedded Librarian’s Cookbook is a valuable edition to an excellent series. 
In comparison to Sittler and Cook’s Library Instruction Cookbook (2009), recipe learning 
objectives in The Embedded Librarian’s Cookbook are not tied to specific ACRL 
Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education, and may provide a 
timely and unique opportunity to rethink existing instructional activities, learning 
outcomes, points of service, and outreach in context with the emerging ACRL 
Framework that will replace the existing standards in the near future ("Framework for 
Information Literacy," 2013). I recommend reading the recipes under the metaliteracy 
lens of the new proposed Framework, described by the ACRL Task Force as “a cluster 
of interconnected core concepts, with flexible options for implementation, rather than a 
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set of standards or learning outcomes, or any prescriptive enumeration of skills” 
(“Framework for Information Literacy,” 2014, p. 1). Many of the recipes included in The 
Embedded Librarian’s Cookbook merge creation and production tools into the learning 
experience and use authentic tasks that can easily be adapted to the new Framework 
model in anticipation of the changing instructional and program development needs.  
Instruction and assessment recipes can be used as concrete examples to help promote 
discussion with campus partners and encourage faculty to become active collaborators 
in embedding information literacy into the curricula (“Framework for Information 
Literacy,” 2014, p. 30). 
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