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Talking Dog



This communicative canine might blow your mind

Stella the Talking Dog

You pass by the librarian’s desk and smile and wave. The librarian 
waves and smiles back. The “conversation” gets you wondering about 
how people communicate. That makes you wonder how dogs com-
municate. Using spoken words this time, you ask the librarian where 
to find information about communication. They suggest an online 
search for books. You find information about how lots of animals, 
from horses to whales, communicate. But wait, is that a book about a 
talking dog?

An adorable mixed-breed dog 
named Stella has taken her com-
munication skills to the next 
level. She communicates using a 
homemade device that enables 
her to tap buttons that play re-
corded words like “eat.” 

How in the World?

It all started when Stella’s owner, a dog-lover named Christina 
Hunger, brought Stella home as a 2-month-old puppy. Hunger is a 
speech-language pathologist, or speech therapist. Her job is to help 
people, mostly children, improve their communication skills. She 
believes everyone deserves to have their voice heard—even dogs’ 
voices! As she got to know Stella, she observed that the puppy used 
sounds and gestures to communicate, like human toddlers who can’t 
yet speak.

FU N FACT

Online videos of Stella 
working her word 
magic have made her 
a social media star.
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Vocab Quiz

Stella’s vocabulary eventually expanded to a whopping 48 words. 
She puts together as many as five words to create phrases. One of her 
favorite combos is “Stella,” “outside,” and “walk.” She expresses emo-
tions with words such as “happy” or “mad.” Once, Hunger planned 
to stay behind as her husband and Stella went out. Stella moved 
straight to her device and said, “Christina,” “come,” “play,” and “love 
you.” Good girl, Stella!

A Bernese mountain dog “talking” to a golden retriever

Kids with speech delays often push buttons on a screen to learn 
words. Tools like a touch screen are called “adaptive equipment.” 
Hunger thought that if dogs can understand human language, may-
be they could also learn to “speak ” words using a similar device.

Hunger spoke to Stella using the 
same set of words to note some 
of the dog’s favorite things, such 
as “outside” and “play.” Hunger 
repeated the process daily until 
Stella associated the action or 
thing with the right word. It took 
about a month for Stella to learn 
her first word, “outside,” which is 
also her favorite place to go.

DID YOU KNOW?

Adaptive devices like 
Stella’s communication 
tool can help people with 
disabilities communicate 
more easily.


