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Newsletter of Island Cruising NZ 

Next month sees our first Members Club Night at the RNZYS in Auckland. A 
new relationship has been built with this prestigious organization and we are 
looking forward to sharing some good food and good company on the night.   

Tongatapu is now rebuilding following Cyclone Gita and our contacts tell us 
that whilst they do not need clothing, food or toys. they do need building 
materials or cash donations if you would like to help.        NIGEL & AMANDA 

Photo courtesy of SY Seaforth - Doyle Pacific Circuit Rally 2017 

 www.islandcruising.co.nz 

http://www.safetyatsea.co.nz/
http://www.kiwiyachting.co.nz/
http://www.yachtingworld-vanuatu.com/
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz
http://www.rnzys.org.nz/
http://www.vudamarina.com.fj/


ISLAND CRUISING NZ - MEMBERS CLUB 

NIGHT 

FRIDAY 13TH APRIL 2018 - Bar opens 6pm 

RNZYS, Westhaven Drive, Auckland 

Sit down Buffet meal  - Cost $40 pp 

Come and meet Nigel, Amanda & Ella and chat with  

other Island Cruising members 

R.S.V.P  to amanda@islandcruising.nz 



New Course Date - Thurs 12th and Friday 13th April 

2018 ( 2 day course) 

Visit  https://www.oceaniamedical.co.nz/marine/

medical-training/offshore.html  to book and pay online. 

See special rates for Full members of Island Cruisiing NZ. 

Minimum of 8 people required for course to run. 

https://www.oceaniamedical.co.nz/marine/medical-training/offshore.html
https://www.oceaniamedical.co.nz/marine/medical-training/offshore.html


 

"Forward planning for yachts cruising Fiji waters. 

At Savusavu Marina we have installed 20 extra strong 

  moorings for the cruising and cyclone seasons. For details of          

                        location and design look at our web site.savusavumarina.com 

www.savusavumarina.com 

 

Cruising Guides and Resources for the 

South Pacific  

www.sailsouthpacific.com  

 

Yacht ‘Stravaig’ on one of our cyclone mooorings 

http://www.seapower.co.nz/
http://www.predictwind.com/
http://savusavumarina.com


 

 ISLAND CRUISING NZ 

2018 SAIL TONGA RALLY  

Opua to Pangiamotu Island, Tongatapu, Ha'apai Chain,  

Vava'u Islands 100s of fabulous anchorages Welcome to Paradise - Island Cruising Style  

Tonga: Tongatapu, the Ha'apai chain and the Vava'u islands. At each of these areas we have events planned. Plenty of tropical anchorages, 

dozens of spectacular sunsets and countless new friends. June and July is the best whale watching time in Tonga. It has been said that sharing 

the water with these magnificent animals is a life changing experience. There are many amazing spots to dive or snorkel. It' is all part of the 

fabric that is Island Cruising……..  

All documentation, clearance, advance notices, cruising permits, customs, immigration, health and quarantine requirements are organised as 

part of the rally.  

There are a few places left so please email info@islandcruising.nz or complete an expression of interest on the website -  

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/ 

 



2018 Sail Tonga Rally 
Rally Program (UPDATED 18/01/18) 

ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND ARE WEATHER DEPENDENT 

. 

          
  

 
1st July 

Depart Northern Ha'apai for Vava'u Islands, Port Maurelle 

Enjoy and explore the many protected anchorages 
 

18th or 19th July 

Neiafu event (to be confirmed) 

 
20th July (to be confirmed) 

Varekai will depart from Nieafu, Vava'u to Savu Savu, Fiji (400 nm) 
All those wishing to join the passage will be assisted with clearance & documentation 

on request 
 

Early August 
Varekai will be moored in Vuda Marina, Lautoka, Western Fiji 

Nigel & Amanda return to New Zealand for other commitments 

 
Late October 

Weather permitting – Varekai will return to Opua, New Zealand. 
All those wishing to join the passage will be assisted with clearance & documentation 

on request 
 

 

 
Saturday 19th May 

Muster at Opua in New Zealand's magical Bay of Islands 
 

Sunday 20th May 
Opua festivities begin. 

 
Friday 25th May 

Customs clearance and duty free collection 
 

Saturday 26th May 
Fleet departure from Opua, New Zealand for Tonga (1000nm) 

 
Tuesday 5th - Thursday 7th June 

Clearance into Pangaimotu Island, Tongatapu, Tonga 
The timing of clearance allows for a stop at Minerva reefs on the way (weather 

dependent) 
 

Friday 8th June 
Big Mama Yacht Club welcome dinner 

Pangaimotu Island, Nuku'alofa, Tongatapu 
Enjoy a rest and time to explore Nuku’alofa 

 
Thursday 14th June 

Depart Pangaimotu Island to Nomuka Iki (60 nm) 
Invitation from Don McIntyre of RNYC to visit and see the work they are doing for 

both youth sailing and the marine environment 
 

Sunday 17th – 30th June 
Cruise and cxplore Ha'apai chain 

Between 23rd & 27th June Uoleva -Sea Change Eco Resort event 

VERSION 1.2 



Island Cruising NZ 

2019 Pacific Circuit Rally 

5 Countries, 6 months, Endless beautiful anchorages 

Join us, relax , explore and make new friends in Paradise  

NZ- Tonga - Fiji (via Lau group) - Vanuatu -  New Caledonia (via Loyalty Islands) - NZ 

 

 

Make your sailing dreams a reality - Island Cruising Style 

Departs NZ May 2019 - Returns NZ Late October 2019 

Visit www.islandcruising.co.nz and complete an expression of interest for the 2019 Pacific Circuit Rally  

to be kept updated 



1 DAY COURSE 0630 - 1530 :THEORY, + 2.5 TO 3.5 

HR WET DRILL POOL SESSION.  

On completion a discount of 15% can be  applied on 

specified safety items with Safety at Sea.  

AUCKLAND - $425 per person for Island Cruising  

Members (Normal price  $500) 

Alan Gwyer will run courses on demand through 

March & April so please contact him with your      

preferences please. 

26th Feb - Richmond Yacht Club (5 places left) 

19th & 23rd Feb - Not yet conifirmed for pool - Check with 

Alan Gwyer if interested. 



http://www.hydrovane.com/


 

Many readers of this months Cruise News will already know that our much loved Lagoon 400 catamaran Felix sank in the Burnett river (Bundaberg Port Marina) in 

early November 2017 after completing the Doyle Pacific Circuit Rally with Island Cruising. We sailed Felix from Noumea to Bundaberg with the GO WEST compo-

nent of the Down Under Rally. Most cruisers would think that they would be safe tied up to a Marina berth, but a sudden short lived intense storm with winds of 

up to 70 knots decided otherwise. Four 14 mm mooring lines were snapped just like that. 

 

Now that we’ve had 3 months to deal with the aftermath and settle down, 

it has been a useful exercise for us to ask ourselves what the     experience 

reinforced for us, and what we might have done  differently. 

 

One of the key things, of course, is to make sure that you are insured for an 

adequate amount and with a reputable insurance company. Insurance was 

a key topic of discussion with other cruisers after the event, and it surprised 

us how many cruisers carried only third party insurance or in a few cases 

had no insurance at all. Whilst some people may have money to burn, with-

out our insurance we would now not be looking for another boat and now 

looking forward to more cruising adventures. An insurance broker can be 

helpful in identifying a reputable insurance company and ensuring that the 

policy covers such important items as salvage and    personal items. 

Whilst in New Zealand our Coastguard is ready to assist 24/7, our channel 

16 call to the Australian equivalent asking for assistance did not result in any useful help. Our call was made at about 5:45 pm and we were told that the station 

was closing down at 6:00 pm, and that because they were volunteers it would take at least half an hour to get a crew together, and that they would need to re-

move some timber off the launching ramp first. As our boat was sinking fast, we decided that we would need to rely on help from people at the marina. Whilst 

some cruisers had turned off their VHF radios on tying up at the marina, a Pan Pan call immediately bought out lots of help. 

 



An EPIRB is a wonderful piece of safety equipment. Our EPIRB went off as soon as it got wet, and as we learned later, within 5 minutes the Rescue Coordination 

Centre NZ had phoned AMSA (their Australian counterpart) to advise them that our EPIRB had been activated. The leader of the GO WEST Rally had the presence of 

mind to phone AMSA and explain that help was at hand, and that we did not need the Australian Marine Rescue Services to come looking for us.  

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When it was obvious that we would have to leave our boat, we were grateful for the practical Survival at Sea course we had done prior to leaving New Zealand – we 

were able to act calmly, knowing what was important without having to look for new solutions to our problems. Because we had only arrived in Bundaberg a few 

days previously, our dinghy was still securely tied down for the ocean passage. Our dinghy was our means of stepping off our sinking boat, and we were very 

pleased to have sharp knife readily at hand to cut the dinghy down. Also our grab bag and life jackets were still close at hand, and not yet stowed away as we would 

usually do when staying in a marina. Perhaps keeping these items close at hand at all times would be a more sensible thing for us to do.  

Our biggest loss was the photos and personal documents we kept on our computer. Although we had a back-up drive and regularly backed up our data, both the 

laptop and back-up drive went down with the boat. Next time we will definitely be using some sort of off-site back-up system. 



Probably one of the most important things we       

learnt was that despite general opinion to the  

contrary, when one hull of a catamarans is  

holed, the other hull does not necessarily keep  

the vessel afloat. This raises the question for  

us, when a catamaran is upside down, is it sen 

sible to cut a hole in the hull to gain access to  

supplies etc, or would letting the air out cause  

the vessel to sink? Cat 1 Regulation require  

cruisers to carry some means of cutting a hole  

in the hull, supporting the idea that it is OK to  

do so, but perhaps not? 

Our experience left us with a great sense of gratitude  

for being part of a wonderful supportive cruising  

community. It reinforced the value of being part of a 

 Rally too – while the greater yachting community was  

amazing, it was our fellow Down Under - Go West and  

Island Cruising Rally participants who gave us  

immediate  and ongoing care and support.  

We felt both humbled and blessed.   

Helen and Ben  



 

  

FOR SALE 

Tuatara 15m Alan Wright cruising yacht. 

 

 Professionally built in Whangarei 1983 

A very comfortable and capable live aboard yacht. 

Easily sailed by husband and wife during world circumnavigation. 

Regularly maintained by careful owners over the last 9 years. 

For full inventory and recent upgrades contact owners, 

Alan 0221759612    Jean  0220452459 

Or Vinings agent Sam 021522761 

$199,000 all serious offers considered. 

  

 

 
 

FOR SALE 
 

SY Royale - 40 foot cruising yacht  
 

We bought Royale new in Sydney in 2004 and sailed her across the 
Tasman. She is an Elan 40 designed by the renowned English Naval 

Architect Rob Humphreys and is a joy to sail. We lived aboard for 
three and a half years and made 3 journeys to Fiji and Vanuatu. She 

is set up for short handed cruising and comes with everything re-
quired for extended living aboard. For more photos follow the link : 
https://www.trademe.co.nz/Browse/Listing.aspx?id=1444390881 

 
For a comprehensive inventory list please contact: 

Roy Goodwin 027 663 5151, 09 405 9829 
roy.goodwin@xtra.co.nz 

 
  

https://www.trademe.co.nz/Browse/Listing.aspx?id=1444390881
mailto:roy.goodwin@xtra.co.nz


Island Cruising is all about offering the cruising   
community "peace of mind" – through the help,   
guidance and support they give to boat owners  
wanting to venture offshore. For this same reason, 
they are aligned to Baileys, as they feel comfortable 
with the first class insurance cover and claims      
support we can provide to their members. 

Please feel free to contact us at any time for more 
information, or with some feedback - which is always 
welcomed. 

Baileys Insurance Brokers Ltd 

Phone: 09 444 8860 or 0800  89858500 898585 

Fax:     09 443 4479 

Email:  pete@baileysinsurance.co.nz=Message%
20frm%20web%20s

ite 

Office: 
Unit 9 
35 Apollo Drive 
Rosedale 
Auckland 0632 
New Zealand 

Postal Address: 
FREEPOST 1399 
PO Box 101-101 
North Shore 
Auckland 0745 
New Zealand 

FOR SALE 

Vivacious - 42ft Passport. 
 

Major refit 2012.  

Very capable offshore 

boat.  

Completed circumnavigation and    

 several Pacific Circuits. 

Extensive inventory on request 

All modern equipment. 

NZ Registered Ship. 

Fastidious Owner of 14 years 

Island Cruising member for 16 years 

Price NZ$195,000 ono 

 

Contact owner Russ by email: 

russte66@gmail.com 

 

tel:+64-800-89-8585
mailto:pete@baileysinsurance.co.nz?Subject=Message%20from%20web%20site
mailto:pete@baileysinsurance.co.nz?Subject=Message%20from%20web%20site
mailto:pete@baileysinsurance.co.nz?Subject=Message%20from%20web%20site
http://www.baileysinsurance.co.nz/


 

Changes to Bio-fouling Regulations By Nigel Richards 

 The Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI), have    announced changes to the regulations about the level     

of bio-fouling allowed on the hulls of vessels arriving in New Zealand. These changes will come into 

effect from the 15th May 2018. The changes are known as the Craft Risk Management Standard for    

Biofouling (CRMS). The CRMS is intended to ensure the risk of harmful organisms being introduced  

into New Zealand by the biofouling pathway is managed. The spread outside their natural ranges of 

aquatic organisms, particularly adventive species, through transfer as vessel biofouling is an               

internationally recognised  issue. Under the Convention for Biological Diversity, the issue has been 

named as one of the major concerns for ocean environments and the UN International Maritime       

Organisation (IMO) has been charged with finding solutions that international shipping can agree to.    

Under the IMO a resolution has been agreed to  encourage vessel operators to manage this risk and 

for member states to expedite uptake of IMO Guidelines. This standard aligns with the IMO Guidelines 

for biofouling management1 and is intended to contribute towards global management of this      

pathway as well protecting New Zealand from further introductions of marine pest species.  All the de-

tails are available from the MPI website. However, let’s have a look at how it will affect cruisers as we     

arrive from our overseas adventures this year. The first thing to remember is this aimed at  all  vessels, 

both commercial and recreational and not just New Zealand registered. 

The CRMS requires vessels to arrive in New Zealand territory with a ‘clean hull’ The standard also     

recognises two categories of vessels; those that will stay in New Zealand waters for 20 days or less and 

those that will stay longer. The short stay vessel category is aimed at commercial shipping, arriving, 

dropping off and collecting cargo, and only visiting ‘Places of First Arrival.’ A long stay vessel is one that 

will stay for 21 days or more and move from a Port of  first Arrival. This article is aimed at the long stay 

category as most cruising vessels will fall into that category.  

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/importing/border-clearance/vessels/arrival-process-steps/biofouling/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/importing/border-clearance/vessels/arrival-process-steps/biofouling/


So, what is a ‘clean hull’? Long stay vessels are only allowed to have a slime layer and gooseneck 

barnacles on their hulls. No other fouling is acceptable anywhere on their hulls or niche areas. 

Niche areas are defined as propeller, shaft, through hull fittings, sea chests leading edges of keels 

and rudders. Places where due to hydrodynamic forces and wear of coatings become more sus-

ceptible to fouling. To achieve the standard MPI stipulate that a hull must be cleaned no earlier 

than 30 days before arriving in New Zealand or be cleaned within 24 hours of the time of arrival. 

We will look at that option a little later. If you visit the MPI website (click any of the images), you 

can reference the guidance information for the CRMS. The frequently asked questions section can 

be found here:https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/27444-craft-risk-management-standard-faqs  

Any other questions you may have about the standard you can ask MPI at                                   

standards@mpi.govt.nz.  

I have been in contact with MPI to seek clarification on what cruisers must do to achieve the 

standard. Their response was: 

As you are likely aware, the Craft Risk Management Standard for Biofouling (CRMS) will go into effect this May, and sorts vessels into two cat-

egories: long-stay and short-stay. As most cruising vessels arriving to New Zealand from abroad will likely remain in the country for >21 days 

and/or visit a port not approved as a Place of First Arrival (i.e. Fiordland), these types of vessels will generally fall into the more strict long-stay 

category. MPI advises long-stay vessels to meet the standard by maintaining a current antifouling coating and  cleaning the entire hull and 

niche areas  (keel, propeller, intakes, pipework, etc.) less  than 30 days prior to arrival in New   Zealand, and to retain documentation of these  

activities to verify compliance. This  does not mean that boat owners necessarily need to haul out and repaint their vessel  immediately prior 

to departure for New Zealand;  in-water cleaning is an  acceptable  biofouling management action (provided it is done in compliance with local  

regulations   and manages biofouling to the appropriate   threshold). Upon arrival in New  Zealand,  inspectors will verify compliance by        

requesting documentation of cleaning and  of a  current antifouling coating, so boat  owners should keep any relevant receipts or  records as 

evidence. If the boat owner performs the cleaning themselves, acceptable evidence could include date stamped photographs of the hull and 

niche areas after  cleaning and/or detailed entries in a biofouling log book regarding the cleaning……………..continued.. 

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/importing/border-clearance/vessels/arrival-process-steps/biofouling/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/27444-craft-risk-management-standard-faqs


Continued:……………………...Therefore, as cruisers we can comply with the requirements of the new regulations  by in water cleaning, whilst complying with local 

rules. We must maintain a log book  of inspection and cleaning activities and  underwater photographs or video of the  hull and niche areas. Keep all the receipts for 

antifoul coating  and  applications and  be able to present those to the MPI inspector on arrival in New Zealand.  

If you are intending to arrive in New Zealand and address your fouling here, at present, you can only arrive in four Ports of First Arrival that are certified to deal with 

your biofouling. You must have proof of a booking with the facility to show the MPI inspector that you are to be hauled and treated within 24 hours of arrival. The 

approved sites are North Island; Opua, Bay of Islands Marina, Marsden Cove Marina, Tauranga, Bridge Marina and in the South Island, Stark Bros Ltd, Lyttleton, for 

larger vessels needing a dry dock. This list will grow as more operators are certified. Please check the MPI website regularly for updates. 

• Say No to single use plastic bottles by using a refillable water bottle. 
 

• Say No to plastic straws at home and encourage your friends to do the same. 
 

• Use reusable bags and containers for lunches. 

http://www.openoceanwatermkers.co.nz/


THE JUNIOR JETTY 
By Ella 

Hi there, Ella here…… 

My Bic has arrived and I have finally sailed 

it!  I sailed down the Whangarei river and 
sadly there was not much wind but enough 
for me to learn in. I decided to called my 

Bic Hydropho-bic! I have been playing with 
friends here in Whangarei and having fun. 

Since my first sail in this photo, I now 
have a sailing helmet which is going to be        
compulsory this year, I think it is a good 

idea because I have been hit by dinghy 
booms and it is not fun!! Some children 

have had serious accidents and I don’t 
want to be one of them!! Think safety first 
at all times! I am learning this year with 

Te Kura, the New Zealand correspondence 
school, and it is going very well. My new 

learning advisor is really supportive and 
has given me some really cool work to do. I 
am enjoying learning!!  

Look forward to seeing you out there!!  

Ella   

JOKE TIME 

What happened when the tomato told the egg a joke? 

It cracked up!!! 

Fast Facts 

A Tarantula spider can survive for  more than 2 years  

without food! 

The leg bones of a bat are so thin that no bat can walk! 

An Emperor Angelfish - I spotted one of these when 

I was snorkelling in Musket Cove, Fiji  



10 Fascinating Sunfish facts 

1.Sunfish don’t have a tail! Some people call them a ‘gigantic swimming head’ (which seems a 
bit rude). Instead of a tail their dorsal and anal fins are fused together into a rudder-like 
structure called a clavus. The sunfish swims by flapping its dorsal and anal fins                 
synchronously, like oars. 

2. There are four species of sunfish: common sunfish (Mola mola), slender sunfish (Ranzania 
laevis), sharp-tailed sunfish (Masterus lanceolutus) and southern ocean sunfish (Mola       
ramsayi).  

3. Sunfish are the heaviest bony fish species alive today. Common sunfish weigh around a 
metric tonne on average. The biggest common sunfish ever caught weighed over two metric 
tonnes!  

4. Sunfish eat jelly (but no ice cream). We think they eat jelly-like small gelatinous animals (including jellyfish) but are known to also snack on algae, crusta-
ceans, and small fishes if the opportunity presents itself.  

5. Scaly? I don’t think so! Sunfish have a tough, elastic skin which is covered in mucus. Delightful.  

6. Sunfish have record-breaking fertility One female was found to produce 300 million eggs at a time, the largest number of eggs ever recorded from a verte-
brate. 

7. No one knows where or when sunfish babies are made. Scientists don’t know where sunfish spawn, although several possible areas in the Atlantic, Pacific, and 
Indian oceans have been identified. 

8. Is it a bird? No, but it does have a beak. Sunfish mouths are fused together to form a beak, helping it to keep hold of and bite chunks out of slippery jelly-
fish.  

9. Playing dead: sometimes sunfish appear to be dead, floating on their side at the ocean surface. Don’t worry! The sunfish (generally) aren’t dead, but scien-
tists don’t know why they do this. It could help the sunfish to warm up from their deep-water dives in search of prey. Or it could be an opportunity for the 
sunfish to engage the services of a cleaner fish to remove the huge numbers of parasites they harbour. 

10. Big? Yes. Dangerous? No. Despite their size, sunfish don’t pose a threat to humans, although given the jaw muscles and teeth fused into something like an 
industrial bolt cutter, you don’t want to go putting your fingers anywhere near the mouth. We pose more of a threat to the sunfish, mainly through the fishing 
industry. Although sunfish aren’t good to eat, they comprise a large proportion of bycatch in fisheries in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. 



Bay of Islands, Lau Group, Fiji 

Dinghy Raft up, Lau Group, Fiji 

http://www.enertecmarine.com/


Collision Regulations    
 

By Nigel Richards 
 
This month we are looking at some of the navigation lights and their arc of visibility. Even if you are sure of yourselves, it doesn’t hurt to 

have a reminder. So, lets start. Any vessel at night should be able to be seen by other vessels. Depending on the size of the vessel will     

depend on how it’s lit. Let’s look at lights for vessels of our general size; up to about 20 metres. 

At night and poor visibility, we need to light up. Rule 23 says ‘A power driven vessel, underway, must show a steaming or mast head light 

forward, side lights and a stern light. The angle from which you can see these lights have a common denominator; 22.5 degrees abaft, or 

behind, the beam of the vessel. Therefore, from anywhere forward of that you will see the white high up high and either a red or green side 

light. If you are behind that 22.5 degrees from the beam, you should only see the stern light. It is important to make every attempt to en-

sure the angles of visibility are correct. It’s from these angles that everyone can make a true assessment of whether a risk of collision      

exists. Having a high-powered hand lamp is also a very important tool too; if a close quarter situation develops and you are unsure    

whether you are being seen, illuminating your sails or vessels sides may assist the other vessels watchkeeper. Never shine the lamp       

toward the other vessel though, night vision once destroyed can take up to half an hour to restore. 

http://www.sparsandrigging.com/


When you are sailing, without mechanical assistance, Rule 25 stipulates you show 

port, starboard and stern light.  

If your vessel is less than 20m, these can be combined into one tri-colour light at 

the top of the mast,   most prefer this option for the reduced power load.  Also, you 

can display an all-around red above an all-around green, as well as light sides and 

stern light. However, the all-around red and green must not be displayed in con-

junction with a tri-colour light. Remember though, if your engine is driving the 

boat, you are deemed to be a power-driven vessel and must act as such by lights 

and responsibility.          

During daylight that means you 

should also be displaying a black 

cone, apex or point down. This 

day mark is rarely seen but is a         

requirement under the rules. 

Images courtesy of www.ecolregs.com 

http://www.bayofislandsmarina.co.nz/


2017 Doyle Pacific Circuit Rally Shots 


