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Overview  

Christina Meredith organized and facilitated the replication of a qualitative research 
study in her Gender Relations course in order to expose students to the research 
process and encourage critical thinking about research data. 
 
The study that Christina’s students replicated deconstructed personal advertisements 
to examine the impact of gender and sexual orientation on attributes sought and/or 
offered.  The activity was completed within three-hours – two hours for data collection, 
one hour for follow-up discussion. 

 
Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of the research study students demonstrated the ability to: 
• Code a series of advertisements to collect research data  
• Summarize research data and identify patterns 
• Compare research results to information in the textbook 
• Connect textbook information to a “real world” application 
• Discuss various aspects of research design and research bias 
 
Description of the Practice 
 
(A) Preparation/Pre-teaching 
Prior to the class period, Christina prepared for the research activity as follows: 
1. Selected the original study to replicate. Considerations for selecting the study included:  

a. Could be repeated by students in the allocated time. 
b. Would result in meaningful data given the sample size. 

2. Gathered the samples from which the data would be extracted. Considerations for selecting the 
samples included: 

a. Covered the range of variables examined in the study. 
b. Could be deconstructed and processed within a class period. 

3. Developed a content analysis guide. Considerations for the guide included: 
a. Clearly defined all terms and variables in student-friendly language. 
b. Provided step by step instructions for coding samples. 
c. Mirrored process used in original study. 
d. Provided questions to guide students in summarizing and analyzing data. 

4. Developed the coding sheet that students would use to code and record data. Considerations for 
developing the coding sheet included: 

a. Designed to extract similar data to the original study. 
b. Set up clearly and logically for students. 
c. Data could be easily transferred to larger sheets for group tabulations. 

 
(B) Logistics 
Setting Up Groups 
1. Students arrived in class and were divided into groups of 6.  
2. Each member of the group was assigned one of the following roles: 

Facilitator: Moderated discussions, kept the group on task, assured that everyone contributed. 
Coder (1): Facilitated the coding of data (heterosexual and homosexual men); received group input 
and recorded final decision on coding sheet. 
Coder (2): Facilitated the coding of data (heterosexual and homosexual women); received group 
input and recorded final decision on coding sheet. 
Time Keeper: Monitored time, moved group along so they could complete the task in the available 
time. 
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Vibes Watcher: Made sure that everyone reached consensus and that everyone was given the 
opportunity to give input, participate, and learn. 
Recorder: Added up hatch marks on coding sheet and recorded total on flip chart paper. 

 
Working with the Samples (Advertisements) 
1. A total of 60 advertisements were grouped into sets of 10 samples (advertisements) 
2. Each group began with one set of samples and coded them using the content analysis guide and 

coding sheet 
3. The 6 sets rotated around to each group so that eventually all groups coded all the samples. 
 
Tabulating the Results 
Each group totaled their results for each variable and each group of 10 samples and posted these results 
on flip chart paper (one flip chart for men and one for women) 
Variables Totals for 

Ads 1-10 
Totals for 
Ads 11-20 

Totals for 
Ads 21-30 

Totals for 
Ads 31-40 

Totals for 
Ads 41-50 

Totals for 
Ads 51-60 

Total 

Attractiveness        
Financial Security        
Expressiveness        
Instrumentality        
Sincerity        
Sexual References        

One person in the class was assigned the role of calculating the following totals: 
o Total for each variable in each group 
o Total for each variable for all groups 

 
Summarizing the Data 
Each group worked together on answers to the following questions: 
1. Summarize your data. What patterns did you find? 
2. What inferences, abstractions, and generalizations can be made based on the data regarding 

interpersonal attraction and mate selection? 
3. Compare your results to the information on this topic in your textbook. What are the similarities? 

What are the differences? 
 
(C) Structuring for Success 
In order to accomplish this in the designated time frame, all guides and charts need to be clearly laid 
out and easy to follow.  
 
(D) Evaluation 
There was no formal evaluation attached to this activity, however the knowledge gained from the results 
and the discussion questions were incorporated into the exam. 
 

***************************************************************************************** 
Tips for Practitioners 

 Plan and organize the logistics well 
 Keep the scale of the data collection small and achievable. You can bring up the concept of 

representative sample as part of the follow-up discussion. 
 Assign roles within the group and ensure that everyone has a meaningful role. 
 Provide guiding questions and group opportunities for reflection. 
 Connect what students are learning in the activity to course content.  

 
For more information on this practice, contact Christina Meredith. 


