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******************************************************************************

Hello all.  Well, I thought I'd get another issue of the E-mail Newsletter

out in honor of the long awaited (read: 7 years) release of "Andromeda 

Heights". Lots going on, so here's my attempt at a summary:

- "Andromeda Heights" to be released in the UK on May 5th, with a "worldwide"

release May 6th.  Unfortunately, it appears that "worldwide" doesn't include

the US.  So, for those of us in America, your/our best bet of hearing AH

anytime in the near future might be to stroll down to your favorite 

record store that handles imports and ask 'em if they can special order it

in for you.  No one is aware of a US release date at the time, or if it'll

be released here at all, which knowing how a lot of US record labels are about

UK pop, might not ever happen (see The Beatiful South's "Miaow").

Bedford McIntosh has at least one CD store on the web linked on 

his web page ( Siren Disc -> http://www.sirencd.com/future.htm) which will be 

carrying it for $26.99.  I called HMV Superstore (1-800-567-8468 - ask 

for "rock/pop section") in Toronto on Friday, and they said they have it 

ordered, and gave me a list price of "$23, which should go down".  

Thanks to Lance Wright who notified me that the "Prisoner of the Past" 

single is available at CDNow (http://www.cdnow.com).  

I'm still unaware if this single/these singles (seems to be typical UK 2 

parter) were released last Monday, as I know they were delayed for a week.

- Old issues of the Prefab Sprout E-mail Newsletter (incredibly catchy name,

huh?) will finally be available on the web soon.  Special thanks to Julienne

Goins, who is currently revamping an entirely new Prefab page, which even

in it's rough stages looks fantastic.  Honestly one of the most visually 

pleasing sites I've ever seen.

- Plenty of Sprout coverage in UK magazines as of late.  The May(?) MOJO with

Lennon on the cover has a large review of AH, as well as an interview with 

Paddy.  Recommended. 

I've heard that there's an interview with Paddy in May's Q (with the Beatiful

South on the cover), and in the April(?) issue of Q with Damon Albarn of Blur 

on the cover, there's a review of "Life of Surprises", the video compilation.  

I'm a bit baffled by this one, as this has been available in the States for 

years (and currently out of print, if I'm not mistaken), so it's possible that 

this is just getting rereleased in the UK.  

OK, on with reader's submissions.  I apologize if some of this is after the 
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fact, but thanks for sending the info in.  It's what keeps this Newsletter

going.

- Ryan

*******************************************************************************

From: BMCINTOSH@hmcadm.admin.hmc.edu

Subject: Re: Prefab Sprout - Andromeda Heights info

Hi Ryan--

Two things for the next issue of the newsletter:

1. I plan on running a Prefab Sprout trivia contest over the next few months 

in conjunction with the release of the new album.

Each month (starting May 5) I'll post 5 trivia questions.  I plan to do this

for five months. Each month there will be a prize for the first person to

correctly answer the question, (or the first person to get four right if no

one gets them all, etc.). 

Over five months, 25 questions will have been posted.  The person who gets

the most right over that period will win the GRAND PRIZE: a copy of Lions In

My Own Garden, Exit Someone on the ORIGINAL Candle label.  (In case of a tie

I'll have tiebreakers, etc. for the Grand Prize)  I doubt someone will get

them all right, so people will be encouraged to keep participating even if

they don't know some of the answers.  Or even if they weren't the first to win

in any given month -- being first doesn't matter in the Grand Prize contest. 

I'm going to ask John Birch not to play -- he's got it already.

Please publicize this contest in your newsletter...

(http://users.deltanet.com/~plockton/sprout.html)

2. I plan to have a page where fans "rate the tracks" on the new album and 

any non-album tracks from singles.  I'll compile the info and send it to 

Kitchenware (who may or may not care).  The idea is for fans to help identify

what they see as the "hit" material on the album.  I hope you'll mention this 

in your newsletter as well...

--Bedford

*****************************************************************************

From: Erik Persson <erik.persson@usa.net>

Subject: Prefab Sprout

Hi Ryan.

I just want to tell you that I have set up a page with an interview with

Paddy which I recorded back in 1990 from Swedish National Radio.
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I have divided the interview into 6 Real Audio clips.

The page can be found at:

http://www.geocities.com/Paris/LeftBank/6522/index.html

Looking forward to the next Sprouts Newsletter!

******************************************************************************

From: Brent Aliverti <brenta@microsoft.com>

Subject: some items for Prefab fans 

(Ryan, was wondering if you could add this to your next newsletter?

Thanks very much)

A couple items that may interest prefab fans:

1) I think fans of Prefab Sprout may want to have a listen to Sean

O'Hagan and The High Llamas.  Sean is a former member of the band

Microdisney, and also collaborates occasionally with Stereolab.  The

High Llamas material is strong in the songwriting department, with great

melodies and rich arranging, and with a generous nod to Brian Wilson.  A

very nice fan-created web site is located at

http://cabinessence.com/high-llamas/  There are some RealAudio samples

available, but they don't really do the songs justice.

2) I notice that a lot of you mention The Dream Academy as another band

you like. I maintain a web discography for The Dream Academy at

http://www.serve.com/brenta/dreamac/  It still has a number of holes, so

if you have any of their material, and could supply me with the

pertinent details, I would be quite thankful.

The samples of the new PS album sound great...I can't wait!  Best,

Brent

******************************************************************************

From: The Red Skull <poufn@csv.warwick.ac.uk>

Subject: Sprout odds and ends...

Hi Ryan, cheers for the interview! A few bits of Sprout info of note...

They were on last Saturday's National Lottery show here in the UK, miming to 

"A Prisoner of the Past" with a horn section and three extra guitarists.

Single didn't materialise in the shops yesterday - I was told it's been 

delayed a week. Don't know if Kitchenware have told you anything about this...

Articles about the new album in current isues of Q and Mojo.

I've found a little out about Wendy Matthews (who Paddy mentioned in that 
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interview from Kitchenware). Her last album, The Witness Tree, contains the 

track "God watch Over You" which would certainly seem to be the Paddy 

composition of that same name. So is "God Watch Over You" by Francis Ruffelle 

the same song, or a different one? I wouldn't have thought Paddy would have 

given the song to two people, but I might be wrong... anybody out there got a 

copy of Ms. Ruffelle's album to check the writing credits?

Stew

--

******************************************************************************

From: Alisa Hamilton <hamilton@pls.lib.ca.us>

Subject: Prefab single 

Dear Ryan:

I was listening to "Rock Over London" this weekend and heard  "Prisoner of 

the Past"!  I just wanted to let you know so people can maybe catch it 

this week.  It is wonderful.  I was able to tape it if anyone needs a copy.

Alisa

******************************************************************************

From: Geir-Jakob Hellem <ghellem@sn.no>

Subject: Prefab Sprout Questionnaire.

Name:

Geir-Jakob Hellem / ghellem@sn.no / http://home.sn.no/~ghellem

How you got into Prefab Sprout:

It was back in 1985 when "Steve McQueen" was released. I heard it on=20

Norway's greatest rockradio-program called "Pandouras Jukebox" by

Sigbj=F8rn Nedland. He presented this new band, and he said that this

music was so excellent that he had big problems in choosing which song

to play.He always used to play one, or at the most two songs of new

artists in his program. This time he couldn't decide which one to

play,so he did play FIVE songs from this beautiful album. I have never

since heard him play so many songs of any artists. This presentation

really got my attention,so the next day I bought the album and has been

a devoted fan, and have followed the band ever since. =20

Favorite album:

Hard to choose,but if I must pick one, it has to be "Steve McQueen".

I love all the albums from SM to Jordan, actually.

Favorite songs:

Appetite, When Love Breaks Down, Moving The River, Cars And Girls,

I Remember That, Nightingales, Wild Horses, We Let The Stars Go,

All The World Love Lovers, One Of The Broken, The Sound Of Crying.
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Least favorite songs:=20

The material on "Protest Songs" and "Swoon".

But the music from "SM","From Langley Park To Memphis" and "Jordan..."

is truly GREAT!!!

Other bands/artists you dig:

Camel,Gentle Giant,Pages,Mezzoforte,Casiopea,Beatles,Yes,ELP,

Pink Floyd,and bands/artists that play the american West Coast Music (as

Koinonia,Lee Ritenour/Dave Grusin,Yellowjackets,Marc Jordan,Larry

Carlton and so on.

Misc:

One of my highest wishes is to see Prefab Sprout LIVE. So I hope you

guys will be touring soon. What about a gig in Oslo,Norway?  I will

surely be there!!!

I consider Mr.Paddy McAloon a genious. He is,in my opinion, one of the

best and most important rockmusic-composers in the history of rock. He

and his friends in the band have given me many hours of musical

satisfaction, and for this I wanna say THANK YOU!

I've listended to the songs "Prisoner Of The Past" and "Andromeda

Heights" on the homepage of Ola Sj=F8strand of this mailing list. (Are you

Norwegian, Ola?) Both of the songs sounded beautiful,and I am really

looking forward to the release of "Andromeda Heights".

I can hardly wait!!!!!

Then I wish all the best for the future for Paddy and his band,and I

hope you'll stay together for many years to come and still create

beautiful music for us fans to share!!!

Anyone who wants to communicate with me are very welcome to do so.

*****************************************************************************

From: Hans de Kan <H.deKan@delftgeot.nl>

Subject: Prefab Sprout Questionnaire

> Name/E-mail/URL:

Hans de Kan

The Netherlands

E-mail: Kan@delftgeot.nl

> How you got into Prefab Sprout:

In the early days there was a radiostation in Holland that only played 

music like Prefab Sprout. And in that time I heard Appetite there for

the first time, which moved me immediately. From that day on I have a

special place for them in my heart. And I bought everything that had

come out at that time.

> Favorite album:

I always liked the last album I bought of the Sprouts so I shall have to

say "Andromeda Heights" for I know for sure it again will be the best

the have ever made. Otherwise "Jordan: The Comeback"
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> Favorite song(s):

I mention one out of every album:

1. Elegance

2. When Love Breaks Down

3. Life Of Surprises

4. Hey Manhattan!

5. Jordan: The Comeback

6. The Sound Of Crying

And then there are lot's of songs I didn't mention, how about all of

them, exept......

> Least Favorite song(s):

Michael, it's not a bad song but to my oppinion, if it was arranged in a

different way, it would come out better.(but hey I'm not songwriter as a

matter of fact, I don't even come close)

> Other bands/artists you dig:

here it comes:

Lloyd Cole; Cocteau Twins; Rosie Vela; The Smiths; Deacon Blue/Ricky

Ross; Everything But The Girl; Donald Fagan; Hue And Cry; Lisa Loeb &

Nine Stories; The Lotus Eaters (never seen their only album "No Sence Of

Sin" on CD); The Pale Fountains (saw that mentioned before in the list,

what a surprise!); The Style Council/Paul Weller; The The; Japan; David

Sylvian; Crowded House; Gabriel Yared (wrote the music score to "Betty

Blue 37oC a le Matin" one of the greatest movies I know, also wrote the

soundtrack for "The English Patient")

> Misc:

I actually sang with Paddy McAloon during a concert in Holland in a nice

little place and while he began to sing "The King Of Rock and Roll", he

came into the audience and evrybody in his neigbourhood was invited to

sing a piece of the song, you can immagine it was a great experience. 

PS. I love this Idea and can't wait for the next issue to come out. Keep

up the good work Ryan. Thanks a lot!

Hans de Kan

No Prefab but unique Sprout

******************************************************************************

From: Johan_Wibj=F6rn?= <mj36411@janus.swipnet.se>

Subject: prefab info + quest.

Dear Ryan, Thanks for the latest info on Andromeda Heights, and 

especially for the interesting interview.

I can't wait to hear the new songs. A few days ago I read the 

first review on 'Andromeda...'. Its featured in the latest issue 

of Swedish music magazine 'POP' (no.23). It is (not officially, 

but considering the attention - a whole page) the album of the 
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month, rate: 8/10. It is reviewed by one of Sweden's most 

influential music journalist, Andres Lokko, and from the details 

he reveals it seems to me that he too has read the interview you 

sent us.

Among other things he writes (sorry if my translation isnt too 

good):

 "Musically, 'AH' is about the most beautiful I've heard since the 

ballads on 'Jordan...'. When he (Paddy) sings the first lines of 

'Electric circus' I suddenly remember how hopelessly attached I am 

to many of his songs. Like 'Doo Wop in Harlem', 'Mercy', 'I 

remember that', 'Nightingales', 'We let the stars go', and 

'Cruel'. 'AH' is an almost shamelessly nostalgic piece of art, 

every line, every tune completely drips with sentimentality. But 

he has done that before. And it went just as straight into my 

heart then. No American, hardly even Sinatra himself, could have 

drawn such an honest love-portrait of New York as Paddy Jo did in 

'Hey MAnhattan'.

(...)

 PM's voice, white as as a sheet, is so amiable because every word 

coming from his lips is honestly meant. He writes mature, 

intelligent music. He doesnt care about seeking for the holy 

spring of eternal youth. Paddy just seeks for beauty, digging 

where he stands, and he is convinced of the existance of eternal 

love. Although, mostly, somewhere else...

(...)

 The lyrics to 'The Mystery of Love' could be a page full of 

poetry, ripped out of a fifteen-year old girl's diary. In 'Life's 

a Miracle' he confirms obvious things of life that we all already 

knew. (...) And he succeeds in making at least me listen thrilled. 

I'm not sure why, but I think it has something to do with the 

magic of melodies and the power of words."

OK, I also finally decided to give my contribution to yr "survey":

NAME/ E-MAIL: Johan Wibjorn 28 yo, mj36411@janus.swipnet.se

HOW I GOT INTO PREFAB SPROUT: 'Cars & Girls' and 'The King of 

Rock'nroll' got a lot of attention on Swedish radio and in the 

press, and as I liked those (had only heard of PS by name before) 

I checked out 'From Langley Park...' which I loved and which 

became album of the year 1988 in my fave Swedish magazine. Since 

then, I'm stuck.

FAV ALBUM: Must say 'Jordan' is THE masterpiece, but side 1 

(LP-version) of 'Steve McQueen' beats everything.

FAV SONG(S): Cruel, Appetite, Goodbye Lucille, When Love breaks 

down, Moving the river, I remember that, Wild Horses, Mercy, The 

Icemaiden/Paris Smith and of course many more...
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LEAST FAV SONGS: When the angels, The Wedding march, If you don't 

love me, and some of the songs on 'Swoon'.

OTHER BANDS/ARTISTS: The Beatles, David Bowie, Stevie Wonder, 

Marvin Gaye, The Smiths, Manic Street Preachers, Kate Bush, Elvis 

Costello, Massive Attack, The Cardigans, Stina Nordenstam and many 

many more...

MISC: One of the biggest regrets of my life was not going to 

Prefab Sprout's concert in Stockholm 1990 just beacuse none of my 

friends wanted to go!

OK Ryan this may just have been my longest E-mail ever. Thanks 

again.

Bye / Johan   

*****************************************************************************

From: Erik Persson <erik.persson@www.usa.com>

Subject: Prefab Sprout Newsletter

PREFAB SPROUT QUESTIONNAIRE

Name:

Erik Persson, Stockholm Sweden

How you I got into Prefab Sprout:

A friend of mine gave me a cassette with Desire As and Moving The River

on it. Then From Langley PTM came and I knew I had found something

special. Since then I have bought everything I have seen by the Sprouts.

Favorite album:

Protest Songs (at the moment, that is)

Favorite song(s):

When Love Breaks Down, The Yearning Loins, Wicked Things, I Never Play

Basketball Now... The list is endless.

Least Favorite song(s):

There is not an obvious one but if I have to name one it would be If You

Don't Love Me.

Other bands/artists you dig:

Steely Dan, Lloyd Cole, Swing Out Sister, The Beautiful South, The

Smiths, The The, The Sundays, Gene.

****************************************************************************

From: Max Malagnino <malag@cisi.unito.it>

Subject: Rainsound
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Hi Ryan,

could you forward this message to the members of your list.

Thanks if you can (and if you can't)

Hi everybody,

thanks for reading this message-

As some of you probably know, I run a fanzine for Scottish pop bands, 'The

Bagpiper', which is Italian language. The fanzine also covers bands which

are related to the artists this list is about.

The point is: we are thinking of printing the 'Bagpiper' in English, since

I received lots of messages regarding the fanzine. The Bagpiper will

feature exclusive interviews to the artists you like, contributions from

members from all the world and, most important, articles on new bands who

none talks about and who don't have a site of their own. This also means

that if you have a band (and at least a demo tape of your songs), you'll

find room in the fanzine.

Artists we've interviewed so far include the Bathers, the Pearlfisher, the

McCLuskey Bros, Andy White, Texas, Del Amitri, the Painted Word, My Friend

The Chocolate Cake, Jim Ruiz, the Mutton Birds, Lies Damned Lies. All

exclusive interviews.

The project depends on how many people will subscribe to the fanzine. 

It will cost about 2-2,50 pounds per issue plus p&p to your country.

Currently, the 'zine is 24 pages.

If you're interested, please email me privately. 

Finally, please note that we don't make any money on the fanzine. Also,

please note that lots of Scottish artists regularly receive a copy of the

Bagpiper and know about Rainsound.

Thanks for your attention.

Max Malagnino

Rainsound - The Scottish Music Club

Via Lanzo 122

10073 Cirie' - TO

Italy

*****************************************************************************

PREFAB SPROUT QUESTIONNAIRE

Name/E-mail/URL:

How you got into Prefab Sprout:

Favorite album:

Favorite song(s):
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Least Favorite song(s):

Other bands/artists you dig:

Misc:

E-mail this to: bassler@i1.net

******************************************************************************

PREFAB SPROUT RELATED URL's

Bedford's Prefab Page ->  

http://users.deltanet.com/~plockton/sprout.html

Elfasih's Prefab page -> 

http://www.xs4all.nl/~elfasih/muziek/prefabs.html

Doc Savage's Prefab page ->

http://www.ddm-international.com:80/savage/prefab.htm

Julienne's Prefab page ->

URL coming soon

Mark Kolmar's Prefab discography ->

http://www.xnet.com/~mkolmar/music/Prefab_Sprout.html

Ola Sjostrand's Prefab page ->

http://www.prefab.demon.co.uk/

"Prefab Sprout"'s Prefab page ->

http://members.tripod.com/~prefab/

Thomas Dolby's page (The Flat Earth Society) ->

http://www.tdolby.com/

****************************************************************************
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