
God will bear good fruit” (Evangelii Gaudium, 279).

The same holds true for us: our own times are not easy. The pandemic has brought to the fore and amplified the pain, the solitude, the 
poverty and the injustices experienced by so many people. It has unmasked our false sense of security and revealed the brokenness and 
polarization quietly growing in our midst. Those who are most frail and vulnerable have come to feel even more so. We have 
experienced discouragement, disillusionment and fatigue; nor have we been immune from a growing negativity that stifles hope. For 
our part, however, “we do not proclaim ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor 4:5). As 
a result, in our communities and in our families, we can hear the powerful message of life that echoes in our hearts and proclaims: “He 
is not here, but has risen (Lk 24:6)! This message of hope shatters every form of determinism and, to those who let themselves be 
touched by it, bestows the freedom and boldness needed to rise up and seek with creativity every possible way to show compassion, the 
“sacramental” of God’s closeness to us, a closeness that abandons no one along the side of the road.

In these days of pandemic, when there is a temptation to disguise and justify indifference and apathy in the name of healthy social 
distancing, there is urgent need for the mission of compassion, which can make that necessary distancing an opportunity for 
encounter, care and promotion. “What we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), the mercy we have experienced, can thus become a 
point of reference and a source of credibility, enabling us to recover a shared passion for building “a community of belonging and 
solidarity worthy of our time, our energy and our resources (Fratelli Tutti, 36). The Lord’s word daily rescues and saves us from 
the excuses that can plunge us into the worst kind of skepticism: “Nothing changes, everything stays the same”. To those who 
wonder why they should give up their security, comforts and pleasures if they can see no important result, our answer will always 
remain the same: “Jesus Christ has triumphed over sin and death and is now almighty. Jesus Christ is truly alive” (Evangelii 
Gaudium, 275) and wants us to be alive, fraternal, and capable of cherishing and sharing this message of hope. In our present 
circumstances, there is an urgent need for missionaries of hope who, anointed by the Lord, can provide a prophetic reminder that 
no one is saved by himself.

Like the Apostles and the first Christians, we too can say with complete conviction: “We cannot but speak about what we have 
seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). Everything we have received from the Lord is meant to be put to good use and freely shared with 
others. Just as the Apostles saw, heard and touched the saving power of Jesus (cf. 1 Jn 1:1-4), we too can daily touch the sorrowful 
and glorious flesh of Christ. There we can find the courage to share with everyone we meet a destiny of hope, the sure knowledge 
that the Lord is ever at our side. As Christians, we cannot keep the Lord to ourselves: the Church’s evangelizing mission finds 
outward fulfilment in the transformation of our world and in the care of creation.

An invitation to each of us

The theme of this year’s World Mission Day – “We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), is a 
summons to each of us to “own” and to bring to others what we bear in our hearts. This mission has always been the hallmark of 
the Church, for “she exists to evangelize” (SAINT PAUL VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 14). Our life of faith grows weak, loses its 
prophetic power and its ability to awaken amazement and gratitude when we become isolated and withdraw into little groups. By 
its very nature, the life of faith calls for a growing openness to embracing everyone, everywhere. The first Christians, far from 
yielding to the temptation to become an elite group, were inspired by the Lord and his offer of new life to go out among the nations 
and to bear witness to what they had seen and heard: the good news that the Kingdom of God is at hand. They did so with the 
generosity, gratitude and nobility typical of those who sow seeds in the knowledge that others will enjoy the fruit of their efforts 
and sacrifice. I like to think that “even those who are most frail, limited and troubled can be missionaries in their own way, for 
goodness can always be shared, even if it exists alongside many limitations” (Christus Vivit, 239).

On World Mission Day, which we celebrate each year on the penultimate Sunday of October, we recall with gratitude all those men 
and women who by their testimony of life help us to renew our baptismal commitment to be generous and joyful apostles of the 
Gospel. Let us remember especially all those who resolutely set out, leaving home and family behind, to bring the Gospel to all 
those places and people athirst for its saving message.

Contemplating their missionary witness, we are inspired to be courageous ourselves and to beg “the Lord of the harvest to send 
out labourers into his harvest” (Lk 10:2). We know that the call to mission is not a thing of the past, or a romantic leftover from 
earlier times. Today too Jesus needs hearts capable of experiencing vocation as a true love story that urges them to go forth to the 
peripheries of our world as messengers and agents of compassion. He addresses this call to everyone, and in different ways. We 
can think of the peripheries all around us, in the heart of our cities or our own families. Universal openness to love has a dimension 
that is not geographical but existential. Always, but especially in these times of pandemic, it is important to grow in our daily 
ability to widen our circle, to reach out to others who, albeit physically close to us, are not immediately part of our “circle of 
interests” (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 97). To be on mission is to be willing to think as Christ does, to believe with him that those around us 
are also my brothers and sisters. May his compassionate love touch our hearts and make us all true missionary disciples.

May Mary, the first missionary disciple, increase in all the baptized the desire to be salt and light in our lands (cf. Mt 5:13-14).

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 6 January 2021, Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord.

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/missions/documents/papa-francesco_20210106_giornata-missionaria2021.html
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A vision of comfort and healing is offered for the Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary 
Time. In Jeremiah, we see the Lord gathering “his people” - the blind, the lame and 
the helpless innocents, bringing them together to console and guide them. In 
Mark’s Gospel, Bartimaeus, the blind beggar has the courage to beg for healing 
from Jesus. He is hushed by the crowd but continues to call loudly for Jesus, who 
hears him and heals him. “Go your way; your faith has saved you.”

Thursday is the Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles.

The first reading all week continues with the third week of Paul’s longest letter, the 
Letter to the Romans, with his teaching of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

The Gospel of Luke offers a glimpse of Jesus healing and teaching the people, even 
as he continues to clash with religious leaders. He cures the “bent woman” on a 
Sabbath and tells of the tiny mustard seed which develops to become a full grown 
bush. He repeats that it will not be easy to enter the Kingdom: “For behold, some 
are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” He defies those who 
bring word of threats on his life and defies the silent Pharisees who watch as he 
cures a man on the Sabbath. Jesus encourages us to be humble: “For everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

On the Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time, we celebrate the Solemnity of All 
Saints. From the Book of Revelation we read of “a great multitude” that stood 
before God. “These are the ones who have survived the time of great distress...” 
Matthew’s Gospel offers us the Beatitudes: simple words but challenging 
teachings.

Daily Prayer This Week

Please, Lord, anything but humility! Our instinctive reaction to humility might be 
the result of a culture that exalts riches, honors and pride. Yet all this week Jesus 
teaches that the way to salvation is through humility.

The first step might be simply asking for the desire to be humble. As we move 
through the simplest of moments in our everyday lives, we can stop and ask God to 
help us want to be humble. As we sit on the edge of the bed in the morning, as we 

head to work, sort laundry or do our errands, we can keep a running prayer in the background of our consciousness: “Lord, help 
me to desire the humility that will make me more aware of your saving grace.”

These same background moments offer ways for us to recognize opportunities to practice humility as we go through our days. 
Perhaps I can stop myself from correcting my spouse. In a disagreement, I might make an extra effort to listen to the other 
person's side rather than planning my rebuttal as they speak. I can let a person in line in front of me, hold the door for someone 
or make an extra effort to recognize and thank those who serve me. Maybe I can even admit that I may not fully understand the 
opinions of others and that there may be some legitimate points to them. Even these tiny gestures, when done in the spirit of 
Jesus' teachings this week, offer us a special grace.

All week we can continue to speak to the Lord as we would to a loving friend who listens to us. And always, we can end our day 
in gratitude, for the merciful God who loves us so compassionately and longs to be in our hearts.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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 “We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20)
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Once we experience the power of God’s love, and recognize his fatherly presence in our personal and community life, we cannot 
help but proclaim and share what we have seen and heard. Jesus’ relationship with his disciples and his humanity, as revealed to 
us in the mystery of his Incarnation, Gospel and Paschal Mystery, shows us the extent to which God loves our humanity and 
makes his own our joys and sufferings, our hopes and our concerns (cf. Gaudium et Spes, 22). Everything about Christ reminds 
us that he knows well our world and its need for redemption, and calls us to become actively engaged in this mission: “Go 
therefore to the highways and byways, and invite everyone you find” (Mt 22:9). No one is excluded, no one need feel distant or 
removed from this compassionate love.

The experience of the Apostles

The history of evangelization began with the Lord’s own passionate desire to call and enter into friendly dialogue with everyone, just 
as they are (cf. Jn 15:12-17). The Apostles are the first to tell us this; they remembered even the day and the hour when they first met 
him: “It was about four o’clock in the afternoon” (Jn 1:39). Experiencing the Lord’s friendship, watching him cure the sick, dine with 
sinners, feed the hungry, draw near to the outcast, touch the unclean, identify with the needy, propose the Beatitudes and teach in a 
new and authoritative way, left an indelible mark on them, awakening amazement, expansive joy and a profound sense of gratitude. 
The prophet Jeremiah describes this experience as one of a consuming awareness of the Lord’s active presence in our heart, impelling 
us to mission, regardless of the sacrifices and misunderstandings it may entail (cf. 20:7-9). Love is always on the move, and inspires 
us to share a wonderful and hope-filled message: “We have found the Messiah” (Jn 1:41).

With Jesus, we too have seen, heard and experienced that things can be different. Even now, he has inaugurated future times, 
reminding us of an often forgotten dimension of our humanity, namely, that “we were created for a fulfilment that can only be 
found in love” (Fratelli Tutti, 68). A future that awakens a faith capable of inspiring new initiatives and shaping communities of 
men and women who, by learning to accept their own frailty and that of others, promote fraternity and social friendship (cf. ibid., 
67). The ecclesial community reveals its splendour whenever it recalls with gratitude that the Lord loved us first (cf. 1 Jn 4:19). 
“The loving predilection of the Lord surprises us, and surprise by its very nature cannot be owned or imposed by us… Only in 
this way can the miracle of gratuitousness, the gratuitous gift of self, blossom. Nor can missionary fervour ever be obtained as a 
result of reasoning or calculation. To be ‘in a state of mission’ is a reflection of gratitude” (Message to the Pontifical Mission 
Societies, 21 May 2020).

Even so, things were not always easy. The first Christians began the life of faith amid hostility and hardship. Experiences of 
marginalization and imprisonment combined with internal and external struggles that seemed to contradict and even negate what 
they had seen and heard. Yet, rather than a difficulty or an obstacle leading them to step back or close in on themselves, those 
experiences impelled them to turn problems, conflicts and difficulties into opportunities for mission. Limitations and obstacles 
became a privileged occasion for anointing everything and everyone with the Spirit of the Lord.  Nothing and no one was to be 
excluded from the message of liberation.

We have a vivid testimony to all this in the Acts of the Apostles, a book which missionary disciples always have within easy 
reach. There we read how the fragrance of the Gospel spread as it was preached, awakening the joy that the Spirit alone can 
bestow. The Book of Acts teaches us to endure hardship by clinging firmly to Christ, in order to grow in the “conviction that God 
is able to act in any circumstance, even amid apparent setbacks” and in the certainty that “all those who entrust themselves to 

Mark 10:46-52 

On hearing that it was Jesus of Nazareth, 
he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, son of 
David, have pity on me.” And many 
rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But 
he kept calling out all the more, “Son of 
David, have pity on me.”

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time



God will bear good fruit” (Evangelii Gaudium, 279).

The same holds true for us: our own times are not easy. The pandemic has brought to the fore and amplified the pain, the solitude, the 
poverty and the injustices experienced by so many people. It has unmasked our false sense of security and revealed the brokenness and 
polarization quietly growing in our midst. Those who are most frail and vulnerable have come to feel even more so. We have 
experienced discouragement, disillusionment and fatigue; nor have we been immune from a growing negativity that stifles hope. For 
our part, however, “we do not proclaim ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor 4:5). As 
a result, in our communities and in our families, we can hear the powerful message of life that echoes in our hearts and proclaims: “He 
is not here, but has risen (Lk 24:6)! This message of hope shatters every form of determinism and, to those who let themselves be 
touched by it, bestows the freedom and boldness needed to rise up and seek with creativity every possible way to show compassion, the 
“sacramental” of God’s closeness to us, a closeness that abandons no one along the side of the road.

In these days of pandemic, when there is a temptation to disguise and justify indifference and apathy in the name of healthy social 
distancing, there is urgent need for the mission of compassion, which can make that necessary distancing an opportunity for 
encounter, care and promotion. “What we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), the mercy we have experienced, can thus become a 
point of reference and a source of credibility, enabling us to recover a shared passion for building “a community of belonging and 
solidarity worthy of our time, our energy and our resources (Fratelli Tutti, 36). The Lord’s word daily rescues and saves us from 
the excuses that can plunge us into the worst kind of skepticism: “Nothing changes, everything stays the same”. To those who 
wonder why they should give up their security, comforts and pleasures if they can see no important result, our answer will always 
remain the same: “Jesus Christ has triumphed over sin and death and is now almighty. Jesus Christ is truly alive” (Evangelii 
Gaudium, 275) and wants us to be alive, fraternal, and capable of cherishing and sharing this message of hope. In our present 
circumstances, there is an urgent need for missionaries of hope who, anointed by the Lord, can provide a prophetic reminder that 
no one is saved by himself.

Like the Apostles and the first Christians, we too can say with complete conviction: “We cannot but speak about what we have 
seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). Everything we have received from the Lord is meant to be put to good use and freely shared with 
others. Just as the Apostles saw, heard and touched the saving power of Jesus (cf. 1 Jn 1:1-4), we too can daily touch the sorrowful 
and glorious flesh of Christ. There we can find the courage to share with everyone we meet a destiny of hope, the sure knowledge 
that the Lord is ever at our side. As Christians, we cannot keep the Lord to ourselves: the Church’s evangelizing mission finds 
outward fulfilment in the transformation of our world and in the care of creation.

An invitation to each of us

The theme of this year’s World Mission Day – “We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), is a 
summons to each of us to “own” and to bring to others what we bear in our hearts. This mission has always been the hallmark of 
the Church, for “she exists to evangelize” (SAINT PAUL VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 14). Our life of faith grows weak, loses its 
prophetic power and its ability to awaken amazement and gratitude when we become isolated and withdraw into little groups. By 
its very nature, the life of faith calls for a growing openness to embracing everyone, everywhere. The first Christians, far from 
yielding to the temptation to become an elite group, were inspired by the Lord and his offer of new life to go out among the nations 
and to bear witness to what they had seen and heard: the good news that the Kingdom of God is at hand. They did so with the 
generosity, gratitude and nobility typical of those who sow seeds in the knowledge that others will enjoy the fruit of their efforts 
and sacrifice. I like to think that “even those who are most frail, limited and troubled can be missionaries in their own way, for 
goodness can always be shared, even if it exists alongside many limitations” (Christus Vivit, 239).

On World Mission Day, which we celebrate each year on the penultimate Sunday of October, we recall with gratitude all those men 
and women who by their testimony of life help us to renew our baptismal commitment to be generous and joyful apostles of the 
Gospel. Let us remember especially all those who resolutely set out, leaving home and family behind, to bring the Gospel to all 
those places and people athirst for its saving message.

Contemplating their missionary witness, we are inspired to be courageous ourselves and to beg “the Lord of the harvest to send 
out labourers into his harvest” (Lk 10:2). We know that the call to mission is not a thing of the past, or a romantic leftover from 
earlier times. Today too Jesus needs hearts capable of experiencing vocation as a true love story that urges them to go forth to the 
peripheries of our world as messengers and agents of compassion. He addresses this call to everyone, and in different ways. We 
can think of the peripheries all around us, in the heart of our cities or our own families. Universal openness to love has a dimension 
that is not geographical but existential. Always, but especially in these times of pandemic, it is important to grow in our daily 
ability to widen our circle, to reach out to others who, albeit physically close to us, are not immediately part of our “circle of 
interests” (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 97). To be on mission is to be willing to think as Christ does, to believe with him that those around us 
are also my brothers and sisters. May his compassionate love touch our hearts and make us all true missionary disciples.

May Mary, the first missionary disciple, increase in all the baptized the desire to be salt and light in our lands (cf. Mt 5:13-14).

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 6 January 2021, Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord.

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/missions/documents/papa-francesco_20210106_giornata-missionaria2021.html

A vision of comfort and healing is offered for the Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary 
Time. In Jeremiah, we see the Lord gathering “his people” - the blind, the lame and 
the helpless innocents, bringing them together to console and guide them. In 
Mark’s Gospel, Bartimaeus, the blind beggar has the courage to beg for healing 
from Jesus. He is hushed by the crowd but continues to call loudly for Jesus, who 
hears him and heals him. “Go your way; your faith has saved you.”

Thursday is the Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles.

The first reading all week continues with the third week of Paul’s longest letter, the 
Letter to the Romans, with his teaching of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

The Gospel of Luke offers a glimpse of Jesus healing and teaching the people, even 
as he continues to clash with religious leaders. He cures the “bent woman” on a 
Sabbath and tells of the tiny mustard seed which develops to become a full grown 
bush. He repeats that it will not be easy to enter the Kingdom: “For behold, some 
are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” He defies those who 
bring word of threats on his life and defies the silent Pharisees who watch as he 
cures a man on the Sabbath. Jesus encourages us to be humble: “For everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

On the Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time, we celebrate the Solemnity of All 
Saints. From the Book of Revelation we read of “a great multitude” that stood 
before God. “These are the ones who have survived the time of great distress...” 
Matthew’s Gospel offers us the Beatitudes: simple words but challenging 
teachings.

Daily Prayer This Week

Please, Lord, anything but humility! Our instinctive reaction to humility might be 
the result of a culture that exalts riches, honors and pride. Yet all this week Jesus 
teaches that the way to salvation is through humility.

The first step might be simply asking for the desire to be humble. As we move 
through the simplest of moments in our everyday lives, we can stop and ask God to 
help us want to be humble. As we sit on the edge of the bed in the morning, as we 

head to work, sort laundry or do our errands, we can keep a running prayer in the background of our consciousness: “Lord, help 
me to desire the humility that will make me more aware of your saving grace.”

These same background moments offer ways for us to recognize opportunities to practice humility as we go through our days. 
Perhaps I can stop myself from correcting my spouse. In a disagreement, I might make an extra effort to listen to the other 
person's side rather than planning my rebuttal as they speak. I can let a person in line in front of me, hold the door for someone 
or make an extra effort to recognize and thank those who serve me. Maybe I can even admit that I may not fully understand the 
opinions of others and that there may be some legitimate points to them. Even these tiny gestures, when done in the spirit of 
Jesus' teachings this week, offer us a special grace.

All week we can continue to speak to the Lord as we would to a loving friend who listens to us. And always, we can end our day 
in gratitude, for the merciful God who loves us so compassionately and longs to be in our hearts.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2021

 “We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20)
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Once we experience the power of God’s love, and recognize his fatherly presence in our personal and community life, we cannot 
help but proclaim and share what we have seen and heard. Jesus’ relationship with his disciples and his humanity, as revealed to 
us in the mystery of his Incarnation, Gospel and Paschal Mystery, shows us the extent to which God loves our humanity and 
makes his own our joys and sufferings, our hopes and our concerns (cf. Gaudium et Spes, 22). Everything about Christ reminds 
us that he knows well our world and its need for redemption, and calls us to become actively engaged in this mission: “Go 
therefore to the highways and byways, and invite everyone you find” (Mt 22:9). No one is excluded, no one need feel distant or 
removed from this compassionate love.

The experience of the Apostles

The history of evangelization began with the Lord’s own passionate desire to call and enter into friendly dialogue with everyone, just 
as they are (cf. Jn 15:12-17). The Apostles are the first to tell us this; they remembered even the day and the hour when they first met 
him: “It was about four o’clock in the afternoon” (Jn 1:39). Experiencing the Lord’s friendship, watching him cure the sick, dine with 
sinners, feed the hungry, draw near to the outcast, touch the unclean, identify with the needy, propose the Beatitudes and teach in a 
new and authoritative way, left an indelible mark on them, awakening amazement, expansive joy and a profound sense of gratitude. 
The prophet Jeremiah describes this experience as one of a consuming awareness of the Lord’s active presence in our heart, impelling 
us to mission, regardless of the sacrifices and misunderstandings it may entail (cf. 20:7-9). Love is always on the move, and inspires 
us to share a wonderful and hope-filled message: “We have found the Messiah” (Jn 1:41).

With Jesus, we too have seen, heard and experienced that things can be different. Even now, he has inaugurated future times, 
reminding us of an often forgotten dimension of our humanity, namely, that “we were created for a fulfilment that can only be 
found in love” (Fratelli Tutti, 68). A future that awakens a faith capable of inspiring new initiatives and shaping communities of 
men and women who, by learning to accept their own frailty and that of others, promote fraternity and social friendship (cf. ibid., 
67). The ecclesial community reveals its splendour whenever it recalls with gratitude that the Lord loved us first (cf. 1 Jn 4:19). 
“The loving predilection of the Lord surprises us, and surprise by its very nature cannot be owned or imposed by us… Only in 
this way can the miracle of gratuitousness, the gratuitous gift of self, blossom. Nor can missionary fervour ever be obtained as a 
result of reasoning or calculation. To be ‘in a state of mission’ is a reflection of gratitude” (Message to the Pontifical Mission 
Societies, 21 May 2020).

Even so, things were not always easy. The first Christians began the life of faith amid hostility and hardship. Experiences of 
marginalization and imprisonment combined with internal and external struggles that seemed to contradict and even negate what 
they had seen and heard. Yet, rather than a difficulty or an obstacle leading them to step back or close in on themselves, those 
experiences impelled them to turn problems, conflicts and difficulties into opportunities for mission. Limitations and obstacles 
became a privileged occasion for anointing everything and everyone with the Spirit of the Lord.  Nothing and no one was to be 
excluded from the message of liberation.

We have a vivid testimony to all this in the Acts of the Apostles, a book which missionary disciples always have within easy 
reach. There we read how the fragrance of the Gospel spread as it was preached, awakening the joy that the Spirit alone can 
bestow. The Book of Acts teaches us to endure hardship by clinging firmly to Christ, in order to grow in the “conviction that God 
is able to act in any circumstance, even amid apparent setbacks” and in the certainty that “all those who entrust themselves to 



God will bear good fruit” (Evangelii Gaudium, 279).

The same holds true for us: our own times are not easy. The pandemic has brought to the fore and amplified the pain, the solitude, the 
poverty and the injustices experienced by so many people. It has unmasked our false sense of security and revealed the brokenness and 
polarization quietly growing in our midst. Those who are most frail and vulnerable have come to feel even more so. We have 
experienced discouragement, disillusionment and fatigue; nor have we been immune from a growing negativity that stifles hope. For 
our part, however, “we do not proclaim ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor 4:5). As 
a result, in our communities and in our families, we can hear the powerful message of life that echoes in our hearts and proclaims: “He 
is not here, but has risen (Lk 24:6)! This message of hope shatters every form of determinism and, to those who let themselves be 
touched by it, bestows the freedom and boldness needed to rise up and seek with creativity every possible way to show compassion, the 
“sacramental” of God’s closeness to us, a closeness that abandons no one along the side of the road.

In these days of pandemic, when there is a temptation to disguise and justify indifference and apathy in the name of healthy social 
distancing, there is urgent need for the mission of compassion, which can make that necessary distancing an opportunity for 
encounter, care and promotion. “What we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), the mercy we have experienced, can thus become a 
point of reference and a source of credibility, enabling us to recover a shared passion for building “a community of belonging and 
solidarity worthy of our time, our energy and our resources (Fratelli Tutti, 36). The Lord’s word daily rescues and saves us from 
the excuses that can plunge us into the worst kind of skepticism: “Nothing changes, everything stays the same”. To those who 
wonder why they should give up their security, comforts and pleasures if they can see no important result, our answer will always 
remain the same: “Jesus Christ has triumphed over sin and death and is now almighty. Jesus Christ is truly alive” (Evangelii 
Gaudium, 275) and wants us to be alive, fraternal, and capable of cherishing and sharing this message of hope. In our present 
circumstances, there is an urgent need for missionaries of hope who, anointed by the Lord, can provide a prophetic reminder that 
no one is saved by himself.

Like the Apostles and the first Christians, we too can say with complete conviction: “We cannot but speak about what we have 
seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). Everything we have received from the Lord is meant to be put to good use and freely shared with 
others. Just as the Apostles saw, heard and touched the saving power of Jesus (cf. 1 Jn 1:1-4), we too can daily touch the sorrowful 
and glorious flesh of Christ. There we can find the courage to share with everyone we meet a destiny of hope, the sure knowledge 
that the Lord is ever at our side. As Christians, we cannot keep the Lord to ourselves: the Church’s evangelizing mission finds 
outward fulfilment in the transformation of our world and in the care of creation.

An invitation to each of us

The theme of this year’s World Mission Day – “We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), is a 
summons to each of us to “own” and to bring to others what we bear in our hearts. This mission has always been the hallmark of 
the Church, for “she exists to evangelize” (SAINT PAUL VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 14). Our life of faith grows weak, loses its 
prophetic power and its ability to awaken amazement and gratitude when we become isolated and withdraw into little groups. By 
its very nature, the life of faith calls for a growing openness to embracing everyone, everywhere. The first Christians, far from 
yielding to the temptation to become an elite group, were inspired by the Lord and his offer of new life to go out among the nations 
and to bear witness to what they had seen and heard: the good news that the Kingdom of God is at hand. They did so with the 
generosity, gratitude and nobility typical of those who sow seeds in the knowledge that others will enjoy the fruit of their efforts 
and sacrifice. I like to think that “even those who are most frail, limited and troubled can be missionaries in their own way, for 
goodness can always be shared, even if it exists alongside many limitations” (Christus Vivit, 239).

On World Mission Day, which we celebrate each year on the penultimate Sunday of October, we recall with gratitude all those men 
and women who by their testimony of life help us to renew our baptismal commitment to be generous and joyful apostles of the 
Gospel. Let us remember especially all those who resolutely set out, leaving home and family behind, to bring the Gospel to all 
those places and people athirst for its saving message.

Contemplating their missionary witness, we are inspired to be courageous ourselves and to beg “the Lord of the harvest to send 
out labourers into his harvest” (Lk 10:2). We know that the call to mission is not a thing of the past, or a romantic leftover from 
earlier times. Today too Jesus needs hearts capable of experiencing vocation as a true love story that urges them to go forth to the 
peripheries of our world as messengers and agents of compassion. He addresses this call to everyone, and in different ways. We 
can think of the peripheries all around us, in the heart of our cities or our own families. Universal openness to love has a dimension 
that is not geographical but existential. Always, but especially in these times of pandemic, it is important to grow in our daily 
ability to widen our circle, to reach out to others who, albeit physically close to us, are not immediately part of our “circle of 
interests” (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 97). To be on mission is to be willing to think as Christ does, to believe with him that those around us 
are also my brothers and sisters. May his compassionate love touch our hearts and make us all true missionary disciples.

May Mary, the first missionary disciple, increase in all the baptized the desire to be salt and light in our lands (cf. Mt 5:13-14).

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 6 January 2021, Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord.

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/missions/documents/papa-francesco_20210106_giornata-missionaria2021.html

A vision of comfort and healing is offered for the Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary 
Time. In Jeremiah, we see the Lord gathering “his people” - the blind, the lame and 
the helpless innocents, bringing them together to console and guide them. In 
Mark’s Gospel, Bartimaeus, the blind beggar has the courage to beg for healing 
from Jesus. He is hushed by the crowd but continues to call loudly for Jesus, who 
hears him and heals him. “Go your way; your faith has saved you.”

Thursday is the Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles.

The first reading all week continues with the third week of Paul’s longest letter, the 
Letter to the Romans, with his teaching of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

The Gospel of Luke offers a glimpse of Jesus healing and teaching the people, even 
as he continues to clash with religious leaders. He cures the “bent woman” on a 
Sabbath and tells of the tiny mustard seed which develops to become a full grown 
bush. He repeats that it will not be easy to enter the Kingdom: “For behold, some 
are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” He defies those who 
bring word of threats on his life and defies the silent Pharisees who watch as he 
cures a man on the Sabbath. Jesus encourages us to be humble: “For everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

On the Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time, we celebrate the Solemnity of All 
Saints. From the Book of Revelation we read of “a great multitude” that stood 
before God. “These are the ones who have survived the time of great distress...” 
Matthew’s Gospel offers us the Beatitudes: simple words but challenging 
teachings.

Daily Prayer This Week

Please, Lord, anything but humility! Our instinctive reaction to humility might be 
the result of a culture that exalts riches, honors and pride. Yet all this week Jesus 
teaches that the way to salvation is through humility.

The first step might be simply asking for the desire to be humble. As we move 
through the simplest of moments in our everyday lives, we can stop and ask God to 
help us want to be humble. As we sit on the edge of the bed in the morning, as we 

head to work, sort laundry or do our errands, we can keep a running prayer in the background of our consciousness: “Lord, help 
me to desire the humility that will make me more aware of your saving grace.”

These same background moments offer ways for us to recognize opportunities to practice humility as we go through our days. 
Perhaps I can stop myself from correcting my spouse. In a disagreement, I might make an extra effort to listen to the other 
person's side rather than planning my rebuttal as they speak. I can let a person in line in front of me, hold the door for someone 
or make an extra effort to recognize and thank those who serve me. Maybe I can even admit that I may not fully understand the 
opinions of others and that there may be some legitimate points to them. Even these tiny gestures, when done in the spirit of 
Jesus' teachings this week, offer us a special grace.

All week we can continue to speak to the Lord as we would to a loving friend who listens to us. And always, we can end our day 
in gratitude, for the merciful God who loves us so compassionately and longs to be in our hearts.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

World Mission Day 24 October 2021

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2021

 “We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20)
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Once we experience the power of God’s love, and recognize his fatherly presence in our personal and community life, we cannot 
help but proclaim and share what we have seen and heard. Jesus’ relationship with his disciples and his humanity, as revealed to 
us in the mystery of his Incarnation, Gospel and Paschal Mystery, shows us the extent to which God loves our humanity and 
makes his own our joys and sufferings, our hopes and our concerns (cf. Gaudium et Spes, 22). Everything about Christ reminds 
us that he knows well our world and its need for redemption, and calls us to become actively engaged in this mission: “Go 
therefore to the highways and byways, and invite everyone you find” (Mt 22:9). No one is excluded, no one need feel distant or 
removed from this compassionate love.

The experience of the Apostles

The history of evangelization began with the Lord’s own passionate desire to call and enter into friendly dialogue with everyone, just 
as they are (cf. Jn 15:12-17). The Apostles are the first to tell us this; they remembered even the day and the hour when they first met 
him: “It was about four o’clock in the afternoon” (Jn 1:39). Experiencing the Lord’s friendship, watching him cure the sick, dine with 
sinners, feed the hungry, draw near to the outcast, touch the unclean, identify with the needy, propose the Beatitudes and teach in a 
new and authoritative way, left an indelible mark on them, awakening amazement, expansive joy and a profound sense of gratitude. 
The prophet Jeremiah describes this experience as one of a consuming awareness of the Lord’s active presence in our heart, impelling 
us to mission, regardless of the sacrifices and misunderstandings it may entail (cf. 20:7-9). Love is always on the move, and inspires 
us to share a wonderful and hope-filled message: “We have found the Messiah” (Jn 1:41).

With Jesus, we too have seen, heard and experienced that things can be different. Even now, he has inaugurated future times, 
reminding us of an often forgotten dimension of our humanity, namely, that “we were created for a fulfilment that can only be 
found in love” (Fratelli Tutti, 68). A future that awakens a faith capable of inspiring new initiatives and shaping communities of 
men and women who, by learning to accept their own frailty and that of others, promote fraternity and social friendship (cf. ibid., 
67). The ecclesial community reveals its splendour whenever it recalls with gratitude that the Lord loved us first (cf. 1 Jn 4:19). 
“The loving predilection of the Lord surprises us, and surprise by its very nature cannot be owned or imposed by us… Only in 
this way can the miracle of gratuitousness, the gratuitous gift of self, blossom. Nor can missionary fervour ever be obtained as a 
result of reasoning or calculation. To be ‘in a state of mission’ is a reflection of gratitude” (Message to the Pontifical Mission 
Societies, 21 May 2020).

Even so, things were not always easy. The first Christians began the life of faith amid hostility and hardship. Experiences of 
marginalization and imprisonment combined with internal and external struggles that seemed to contradict and even negate what 
they had seen and heard. Yet, rather than a difficulty or an obstacle leading them to step back or close in on themselves, those 
experiences impelled them to turn problems, conflicts and difficulties into opportunities for mission. Limitations and obstacles 
became a privileged occasion for anointing everything and everyone with the Spirit of the Lord.  Nothing and no one was to be 
excluded from the message of liberation.

We have a vivid testimony to all this in the Acts of the Apostles, a book which missionary disciples always have within easy 
reach. There we read how the fragrance of the Gospel spread as it was preached, awakening the joy that the Spirit alone can 
bestow. The Book of Acts teaches us to endure hardship by clinging firmly to Christ, in order to grow in the “conviction that God 
is able to act in any circumstance, even amid apparent setbacks” and in the certainty that “all those who entrust themselves to 



SPP PARISH NEWS

CLOSURE OF THE CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION Due to the revised guidelines on safe management measures from 
the authorities, the booking of private prayer sessions in the Chapel of the Incarnation will be suspended till further notice. Thank 
you for your understanding.

MASS BOOKINGS FOR NOVEMBER Do note that the MARS platform for our Parish opens on 26 October (Tuesday) at 
9.00am. Please only book Masses that you’re able to attend.

DIFFERENTIATED CANCELLATION AND BOOKING CUT-OFF TIMES - Effective October, there will be a grace 
period of 15mins after the Mass cancellation cutoff timing to enable the booking of cancelled slots. Our parish has a Mass 
cancellation cutoff of 3 hrs before the Mass, the new booking cutoff is 2hrs 45mins before the Mass. For example, in the case 
of the 5.30pm Mass - the cancellation cutoff time is 2.30pm. However, parishioners would still be able to book a slot for Mass 
up to 2.45pm.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions will be heard from 1.00pm to 3.00pm for 25pax per hour on the 
following Sundays: 17 & 31. For more information, please refer to myCatholic.sg.

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

NEW AUDIOBOOKS FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF ST PAUL: In his World Mission Sunday message, Pope Francis 
reminds us that “To be on mission is to be willing to think as Christ does, to believe with him that those around us are also my 
brothers and sisters.”As an aid for the synod, a highly recommended book is Pope Francis’ encyclical on fraternity and social 
friendship, Fratelli Tutti, now available as an audio book so you can listen to it as you commute, walk, cycle, wherever you are. 
Also on audiobook is Nostra Aetate, the ever relevant Vatican II document on our relationship with other religions. Both 
available on Audible, and wherever great books are heard! Soon also on Spotify and Apple Music. Fratelli Tutti 
https://youtu.be/n4cTrWRwJaM Nostra Aetate https://youtu.be/_9QMkt8lmjo Listen to samples of both books on Audible 
shorturl.at/ejlvA 

CREED ON THE STREET Mental Health in Pandemic Times: Solidarity in a Community of Love. Virtual event (on Zoom) 
taking place on Tuesday, 9 November at 7.30pm. "Struggles with mental health conditions have become more difficult and 
widespread during the COVID-19 pandemic. In response to this, as part of the Creed on the Street series, Caritas Singapore 
(Young Adults) and Clarity Singapore are organising a virtual night of discussion for young adults to reflect on and discuss 
young adults' mental health concerns in the context of the pandemic and through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching. Do sign 
up and join us!” Jointly organised by Caritas Singapore (Young Adults) and Clarity Singapore. To register https://bit.ly/3lEoUX9

New Parish UEN - Please note that from 1 Oct 2021 onwards, the Parish will be using a 
new PayNow Unique Entity Number (UEN). More details may be found below:

UEN : T08CC4030K
Account Name : Church of SPP Operating Fund

本堂新的UEN号码 - 从10月1日起，本堂将采用新的PayNow 单一机构识别码, 即UEN。
详情如下：

新UEN号码 : T08CC4030K
账号名称 : Church of SPP Operating Fund

GIFT CONTRIBUTIONS- This weekend is the collection for the 
GIFT (Giving in Faith and Thankfulness). Scan the QR code or 
visit https://youtu.be/EhySg--k9vI for the video to learn how your 
contributions fund archdiocesan organisations, projects and 
initiatives that help to build a more vibrant, evangelising and 
missionary Church. Please give regularly via PayNow to 
201231391K (include name and mobile no. or email) and consider 
signing up for a pledge at catholicfoundation.sg/give Video web 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EhySg--k9vI QR code



All Saints Day & All Souls Day Masses

Masses will be celebrated on both 1 Nov, Monday (All Saints Day) and 2 Nov, Tuesday (All Souls Day) at the 
following times: 
7.20am (English Mass)   - for 50 pax (unvaccinated)
12.15pm (Mandarin Mass) - for 140 pax
6.00pm (English Mass)   - for 190 pax
*Do note the following:
1. All the above Masses are for vaccinated persons or persons who have gone through a valid PET. 
2. 100 persons will be seated in the main church, 40 persons in the Bethany Hall, and 50 persons in the 
    Beatitudes (subject to bookings on MARS).

诸圣瞻礼及追思已亡弥撒

以下是诸圣瞻礼11月1日，星期一，及追思已亡日11月2日，星期二，的弥撒时间：
早上7时20分 （英语弥撒） - 限制人数50位  (未接种疫苗)
中午12时15分 （华语弥撒） - 限制人数140位
旁晚6时  （英语弥撒） - 限制人数190位

请注意:
1. 参与以上三台弥撒的教友必须已完成疫苗接种, 或出示在指定检测中心所接受的活动前检测的阴性证明。
2. 场地人数分配 – 教堂100人、伯達尼堂40人、真福禮堂50人（通过教区弥撒预定系统预定）

COLUMBARIUM VISITS (Bookings can be made from 5 October)

The columbarium will also be open for visits on the following days:
30 Oct, Saturday   - 10.00am to 5.00pm
31 Oct, Sunday   - 10.00am 5.00pm
2 Nov, Tuesday   - 10.30am to 12nn, and 1.30pm to 5.00pm
6 Nov, Saturday   - 10.00am to 5.00pm
7 Nov, Sunday   - 10.00am to 5.00pm
*Do note the following: 
1. PET and/or a fully vaccinated status are NOT required for visits to the columbarium. 
2. A maximum of 5 pax per group, and a maximum of 50 persons are allowed in the columbarium per 25 min slot.
3. Visitors to the columbarium need not be registered to the Parish on MARS.
4. Bookings can be made with the parish office (6337 2585) from 5 oct, Monday onwards, and are on a    
    first-come-first-served basis.

骨灰廳开放

本堂骨灰廳将在以下时段开放：
10月30日，星期六  - 早上10时至下午5时
10月31日，星期日  - 早上10时至下午5时
11月2日，星期二   - 早上10时30分至中午12时、下午1时30分至5时
11月6日，星期六   - 早上10时至下午5时
11月7日，星期日   - 早上10时至下午5时

请注意：
1. 到骨灰廳追思已亡不需出示已完成疫苗接种, 或活动前检测证明。
2. 骨灰廳里每25分钟时段限制最多50人，每组最多5人。
3. 骨灰廳为公众开放追思已亡，不限制于本堂教友。
4. 从 10 月 5 日星期二开始，可以通过堂区办事处 (6337 2585) 进行预订，先到先得。





The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
10.00am 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion

You can send in your petitions and
thanksgiving letters to the link below

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with
Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. 
All these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 100 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.





COME AND SEE
Curious about the Catholic faith?

Get to know Jesus Christ
and His Church with us.

Church of Sts Peter and Paul
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

sppchurchrcia@outlook.com

Sign up at 
tinyurl.com/SPPRCIA2021inq

Tuesdays, 7.45pm
Sessions held in-person

Begins 22 June 2021



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Wednesday), 6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)

SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.00pm - 6.00pm). Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS: (SUSPENDED)
Friday from Noon to 5.00pm. Please refer to the announcement on myCatholic.sg for 
booking the details.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


